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II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ¬ 
ing  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

,  5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Frequent  careful 
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searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
special  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  many  dupli¬ 
cates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  tiles  of  participants. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants 
in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  sixteenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  16),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  October  1,  1864,  to 
August  8,  1865;  and  the  operations  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron  from  June  T  to  December  15, 1861.  The  present  volume  (Series  I, 
vol.  17)  gives  the  operations  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from 
December  16,  1861,  to  February  21,  1862;  and  the  operations  of  the 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  February  22,  1862,  to  July  17, 
1865. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every'  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscellane¬ 
ous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con¬ 
federate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each 
volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without 
other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the 
chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents 
have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compiler. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  I).  C.,  December ,  1903. 

Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1894): 

*  *  *  Qf  sai(j  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
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thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of  the 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis¬ 
tribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Representative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 
publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  desig¬ 
nate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undis¬ 
tributed  copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries, 
organizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty -third 
Congress  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  July  thirty -first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety -five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided 
in  said  act. 

1  he  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  Ma}T  28, 
1896,  which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

.  *  "  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi¬ 

tional  copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup¬ 
plying'  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 
West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  lTard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1866. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23,  1861. 
West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N  , 
*Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina.,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N„  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gulf  filocKaamg  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  IT.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  X.,  1862. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

IVest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  X.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  U.  S.  X.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  tinder  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  X. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1S65. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON, 
FROM  DECEMBER  16,  1861,  TO  FEBRUARY  ,11,  1861. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Arthur . 

Fourth  . . . 

554 

35 

6 

Brooklyn . 

Second  . . . 

2,070 

259 

25 

Colorado . 

First . 

3,425 

. do  . 

46 

De  Soto . 

Second  . . . 

1,600 

130 

9 

Ethan  Allen . 

Fourth  ... 

556 

Bark  . . 

90 

6 

Third . 

1,100 

101 

Third . 

817 

97 

3 

Fourt  h  . . . 

507 

. do . 

70 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

401 

62 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

450 

Bark . . 

95 

4 

Fourth  ... 

421 

Ship . 

66 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

566 

. do . 

80 

15 

Third . 

1,155 

Screw  steamer  . 

112 

5 

Third . 

776 

. do . 

135 

9 

Fourth  . . . 

387 

Bark . 

70 

4 

Second  . . . 

1,692 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

229 

12 

Fourth  ... 

464 

Screw  steamer . 

62 

Third . 

787 

. do . 

66 

5 

221 

. do . 

47 

5 

First . 

4,682 

. do . 

387 

12 

Third . 

989 

Ship . 

161 

22 

Second  . . . 

1,708 

. do . 

331 

34 

566 

. do . 

10 

Fourth  ... 

303 

Schooner . 

13 

2 

Fourth  . . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

78 

4 

212 

Schooner . 

29 

2 

1,726 

Ship . 

427 

60 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

65 

3 

Third  . 

1,150 

. do . 

115 

5 

. do . 

101 

4 

700 

Ship . 

162 

19 

300 

Schooner . 

26 

3 

378 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

56 

3 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

93 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

. do . 

80 

4 
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LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUAD¬ 
RON  FROM  FEBRUARY  22,  1862,  TO  JULY  17,  1865. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Fourth  . . . 

583 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

70 

Fourth  . . . 

368 

Bark . ' 

71 

Fourth  . . . 

27 

Schooner . 

7 

Fourth  . . . 

19 

. do . 

(t) 

Third . 

820 

Screw  steamer . 

90 

259 

Brig . . . > 

79 

Fourth  . . . 

101 

Schooner . 

27 

Fourth  . . . 

495 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

75 

Fourth  . . . 

Sloop . 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

61 

Schooner . 

(t) 

Fourth  . . . 

606 

Screw  steamer . 

92 

Fourth  . . . 

294 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

67 

Third . 

996 

Screw  steamer . 

147 

566 

Ship . 

45 

Second  . . . 

1,675 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

95 

556 

Bark . 

87 

Fourth 

150 

23 

Sloop . 

(t) 

619 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

120 

Fox . 

80 

Schooner . 

(t) 

Third . 

738 

Screw  steamer . 

138 

371 

70 

274 

26 

Third 

1,244 

170 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Fourth  . . 

460 

. do . * . 

88 

Hibiscus . 

406 

. do . 

86 

376 

57 

Honeysuckle . 

Fourth  .. 

234 

39 

397 

57 

817 

. do . . . 

97 

Ino . 

Fourth  . . 

895 

Ship . 

128 

593 

63 

Iuka . 

Third  . 

940 

Screw  steamer . 

116 

James  L.  Davis . 

461 

Bark . .  .  . 

James  S.  Chambers . 

401 

. do . 

62 

Julia . 

10 

(t) 

Kingfisher . 

450 

Bark . 

95 

Magnolia . 

843 

89 

Mahaska . 

Third  .. 

832 

. do . 

1  145 

Marigold . 

115 

17 

Marion . . 

Fourth  .. 

566 

Ship . 

80 

Matthew  Vassar . 

216 

29 

Mercedita . 

Third...  . 

776 

135 

Merrimac . 

Fourth _ 

684 

116 

Midnight . 

Fourth  . 

386 

70 

1  030 

National  Guard . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

1,046 

Ship . 

51 

Third.... 

1,244 

156 

First . 

4,580 

279 

Nita . 

Fourth  . . 

210 

Side- wheel  steamer . . . 

*  Appears  in  Navy  Register  as  G.  L.  Brockenborough. 
*  *  Known  also  as  Isilda. 
fNo  rolls. 


!  Guns. 


7 


1 

7 

6 

3 

6 


0 

6 

2 

8 

3 

9 

9 

1 


7 

2 

11 

5 

5 
11 

6 
6 

4 
2 

5 

4 
11 

3 

5 

4 

6 
0 
6 

5 
10 

2 

14 

3 
9 

6 
8 

10 

4 
9 

12' 
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UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUAD¬ 
RON  FROM  FEBRUARY  22,  1862,  TO  JULY  17,  1865— Continued. 


Name. 

Rate. 

O.  H.  Lee . 

Fourth  ... 

Third. . . 

Paul  Jones . . . 

Penguin . 

Port  Royal . 

Third . 

Powhatan . 

Proteus . . . 

Third . 

Pursuit . 

Quaker  City . 

R.  R.  Cuvier . 

Fourth  . . . 

Second  . . . 

Third 

Roebuck . 

Rosalie . 

Fourth  ... 

Sagamore . 

Fourth  ... 

St.  Lawrence . 

Second  ... 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . 

Fourth  . . 

Fourth  ... 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Third . 

Tioga . 

Third . 

Two  Sisters . 

Fourth  ... 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Yucca . 

Fourth  . . . 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

199 

Mortar  schooner . 

863 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

389 

Screw  steamer . 

805 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

2,415 

. do . 

1,244 

Screw  steamer . 

603 

Bark . 

1,600 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

1,200 

Screwr  steamer . 

265 

Bark . 

455 

. do . 

28 

Sloop  . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

1,726 

Ship . 

212 

Schooner . 

1,446 

Screw  steamer . 

1,567 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

57 

Schooner . 

521 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

406 

Screw  steamer . 

407 

30 

Schooner . 

294 

Screw  steamer . 

. do . 

974 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

819 

. do . 

54 

Schooner . 

300 

. do . 

418 

Screw  steamer . 

373 

. do . 

Crew.  G 


37 

143 

75 

103 

266 

160 

72 

163 

111 

66 

69 

8 

78 

374 

29 

278 

135 

15 

110 

65 

94 

90 

52 

101 

202 

105 

15 

36 

85 

40 


U11K. 


5 

8 

7 


9 

18 

11 

7 

9 

10 

7 

5 
1 

4 
46 

14 

10 

1 

6 
6 

5 
1 
2 

4 
10 

8 
1 
1 

5 


CA^LUnsTT)  AT? 

1861. 

DECEMBER. 

Sun 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

1  29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1862. 

JANUARY. 

FEBRUARY'. 

MARCH. 

Sun.  M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

1  M. 

T. 

W. 

T.  F. 

Sal. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

1 

8 

15 

22 

i 

8 

15 

22 

29 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

14 

1  21 
28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

' 

APRIE. 

MAY. 

JUNE. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T.  F. 

Sat. 

Sun.  M.  T.  W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

JULY. 

AUGUST. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T.  W. 

T.  F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

‘T 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

DECEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun.  M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

- 

4 

11 

18 

25 

7 

14 

21 

28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 

17 

24 

4 

11 

18 

25 

5 

12 

19 

26 

6 

13 

20 

27 

7 

14 

21 

28 

XXI 


c  auundai;. 


1863. 


JANUAin 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W-| 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

\I. 

T. 

w. 

T.  ! 

F.  | 

Sat. 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6! 

7 

4 

5 

6 

7  : 

8 

9 

10 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

11 

12 

13 

14  | 

15 

16 

17 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

15 

16! 

17 

is! 

19 

20 

21 

18 

19 

20 

21 ; 

22 

23 

24 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

22 

23; 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 ! 

31  ! 

29 

30 

31 

1 

1 

APRIL. 

MAX. 

JUNE. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F.  ! 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T.  1 

W. 

T. 

F.  j 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M.  1 

T. 

w. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

4  j 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25  ! 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

28 

29 

30 

1  1 

31 

1 

JULY. 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10  11 

12 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

27 

28 

29 

30 

30 

31 

OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

DECEMBER. 

Sun. 

l 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun 

M. 

iT- 

W. 

T. 

F. 

|  Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

!  T. 

1 F- 

Sat. 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

9 

i  3 

4 

5 

4 

5 

1  6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

18 

19 

!  20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26!  27 

28 

20 

21 

22 

23 

124 

25 

26 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

29 

30 

27 

I  28 

:  29 

30 

1  31 

I 

1 

XXII 


CALENDAR 


1864. 


-TAXU 

YRY. 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH 

• 

Sun 

M. 

T. 

W, 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

; F- 

Sat. 

Sun 

'  M. 

I  T. 

W. 

1  T. 

| 

F. 

Sat 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

I  5 

6 

1 

9 

3 

4 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1  6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

u 

12 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

28 

29 

1 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

31 

| 

1 

APRIL. 

MAY. 

JUNE. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

ft 

4 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

5 

6 :  7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

29 

30 

31 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

JULY. 

AUGUST. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

ft 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

28 

29 

30 

31 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

1 

| 

OCTOBET 

» 

t* 
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GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  DECEMBER  16,  1861,  TO  FEBRUARY  21,  1862. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Kavy ,  regarding  general  matters 

pertaining  to  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

.  Off  Fort  Pickens ,  December  17,  1861. 

*  ****** 

I  have  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place  of  the  schooner  gunboat 
Maria  A.  Wood  on  the  14th  instant,  of  the  storeship  Supply  on  the 
loth  instant,  and  of  the  schooner  gunboat  Samuel  Rotan  and  the  steam 
gunboat  Wissahickon  on  the  16th  instant. 

The  Supply  I  have  dispatched  to  furnish  the  vessels  on  the  coast 
with  provisions,  etc.  Upon  her  cargo  being  discharged  I  will  imme¬ 
diately  order  her  back  to  New  York. 

The  schooners  I  have  sent  to  Ship  Island,  as  they  may  be  useful  in 
Mississippi  Sound.  Should  I  find  on  my  arrival  they  are  not  needed 
there,  I  will  order  them  down  the  coast  to  cruise  in  company  with  some 
of  the  regular  men-of-war. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  fact  that  the  Maria 
A.  Wood  was  sent  out  with  three  master’s  mates,  neither  of  whom  can 
work  a  day’s  work  or  take  a  meridian  observation  of  the  sun,  and 
one  of  them  is  ignorant  of  the  multiplication  table.  Had  anything 
happened  to  the  acting  master  in  command  there  was  no  one  on  board 
capable  of  navigating  the  vessel  into  port.  1  will  also  state  that  she 
was  unprovided  with  passing  boxes  for  powder,  that  her  magazine  is 
not  lined,  and  that  the  cylinders  are  put  up  in  rough  pine  boxes,  fas¬ 
tened  with  iron  nails.  Her  commander  also  informs  me  that  he  was 
furnished  at  the  navy  yard  with  one  old  ensign,  which,  by  the  time  he 
reached  Key  West,  was  completely  worn-out,  and  he  was  therefore 
compelled  to  procure  one  upon  requisition,  which,  I  presume,  must 
have  cost  double  what  it  would  in  Philadelphia.  Neither  of  the 
schooners  is  supplied  with  signals  of  any  kind,  and  I  have  not  a  yard 
of  bunting  in  the  squadron,  although  requisitions  were  forwarded 
some  time  since. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  that  on  the  day  previous  to  her  arrival  at  this 
place  the  felt  on  one  of  the  boilers  of  the  Wissahickon  was  discovered 
to  be  on  fire,  and,  upon  examination  after  her  arrival,  it  was  found 
that  the  water  had  been  allowed  to  get  too  low,  in  consequence  of 
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which  it  became  heated,  setting-  fire  to  the  felt  and  very  seriously 
injuring  the  boiler.  It  has  been  examined  by  Mr.  Long,  chief  engineer 
of  this  ship,  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  with  the  assistance  of  his  best 
mechanics  it  can  be  so  far  repaired  in  a  week  as  to  render  her  service¬ 
able.  I  have  therefore  sent  her  to  Ship  Island  on  one  boiler,  with 
instructions  to  her  commander  to  have  the  fires  raked  and  everything 
in  readiness  for  a  survey,  which  I  will  order  immediately  on  my  arrival 
at  that  place,  which  I  hope  will  be  to-morrow,  as  the  Richmond  was 
to  have  left  Key  W est  on  the  13th  instant,  and  I  am  therefore  hourly 
expecting  her  arrival.  She  has  been  detained  much  longer  than  I 
anticipated. 

The  Water  Witch  returned  from  Key  West  on  the  14th  instant,  her 
repairs  having  been  completed,  and  is  now  employed  in  Mississippi 
Sound.  She  may  probably  run  for  two  or  three  months. 

The  exigencies  of  the  blockade  and  a  fear  of  misapprehension  of 
motives  have  deterred  me  from  alluding  since  my  report  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  made  on  my  return  from  Japan,  to  the  condition  of  the  boilers  of 
this  ship.  It  has  been  with  great  difficulty  and  entirely  owing  to  the 
constant  vigilance,  good  judgment,  and  energy  displayed  by  the  chief 
engineer  that  the  ship  has  been  kept  thus  far  in  an  available  condition 
for  service,  and  as  the  squadron  has  been  somewhat  reinforced  and  is 
soon  to  be  further  increased  I  feel  it  my  imperative  duty  to  state  that 
the  ship  can  not  be  kept  longer  on  the  station  without  hazard.  She  is 
liable  to  be  disabled  at  any  moment,  her  boilers  being  now  entirely 
unreliable,  and  without  steam  power  would  be  worse  than  useless  here, 
as  she  can  not  be  worked  under  canvas  alone  but  in  an  open  sea. 

In  a  report  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  made  on  my  return  from 
Japan,  I  pointed  out  what  I  considered  her  greatest  defects  and  sug¬ 
gested  alterations. 

The  Niagara  is  considered  by  many  and  is  spoken  of  as  the  largest 
and  finest  frigate  in  the  Navy,  when  in  reality  she  is  but  a  sloop  of  war, 
mounting  twelve  guns,  and,  in  my  opinion,  not  efficient  as  a  man-of- 
war.  She  is,  however,  a  noble  ship,  and  can,  I  have  reason  to  believev, 
be  made  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  frigate  we  have.  She  sails  as 
well,  and  as  a  steamer  is  far  superior  to  any  of  them.  With  a  proper 
broadside  battery,  the  addition  of  a  spar  deck,  and  some  alteration  in 
her  spars,  all  of  which  could,  1  think,  be  made  at  a  moderate  expense, 
I  feel  confident  that  she  would  be  equal  to  any  frigate  afloat.  She  has 
great  stability,  and  would  bear  any  weight  that  could  be  put  upon  her, 
and  is  decidedly  the  finest  sea  boat  1  have  ever  seen.  With  her  pres¬ 
ent  battery  she  could  not  be  fought  under  canvas,  and  at  close  quar¬ 
ters  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  equal  to  a  ship  mounting  a  broadside 
battery  of  twenty-four  9-inch  guns. 

I  am  not  alone,  sir,  in  the  opinion  I  have  thus  hastily  expressed  in 
regard  to  the  Niagara.  I  think  1  may  safely  say  that  every  officer 
who  has  sailed  in  her  will  concur  with  me.  She  is  far  too  noble  a  ship 
to  be  kept  in  her  present  condition. 

Upon  reaching  Ship  Island  I  will  allow  the  fires  to  go  down,  and  will 
order  a  thorough  examination  of  the  boilers,  etc.,  and  will  forward  a 
report  by  the  steamer  Rhode  Island. 

I  have  addressed  the  commander  of  the  Kingfisher ,  now  off  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  in  reference  to  the  alleged  seizure  at  Key  West  of  a  seaman 
belonging  to  his  vessel  by  a  British  officer,  as  stated  in  your  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  26th  ultimo. 
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I  have  written  rather  hastily,  haying  been  informed  that  the  steamer 
-Baltic  will  sail  this  evening  and  being  desirous  to  forward  this  by  her. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

_  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  disarrange- 
ment  of  plans  for  operations  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Picken  s ,  Decern  her  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  report  that  I  have  just  received  information  from 
Key  West  by  a  small  steamer  belonging  to  the  Quartermaster’s 
Department  of  the  Army  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  is  completely 
disabled  by  the  breaking  of  her  rock  shaft  and  other  injuries  to  her 
machinery,  as  shown  by  the  enclosed  copies  of  reports*  from  Captain 
Ellison  and  the  chief  engineer  and  the  accompanying  drawings. 

As  I  am  satisfied,  after  consultation  with  the  chief  engineer  of  this 
ship,  that  she  can  not  be  repaired  here,  I  have  ordered  her  to  New 
Fork.  I  would  recommend  that  she  be  docked,  as  her  copper  must 
have  been  greatly  injured  in  crossing  the  bar  at  the  South  West  Pass 
of  the  Mississippi. 

1  am  again  placed  in  a  very  trying  position,  as  I  was  onl}^  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  the  Richmond  to  proceed  to  Ship  Island,  where  my 
presence  is  highly  important,  not  only  on  account  of  the  arrival  of  the 
troops,  but  also  that  the  engineer  department  of  this  ship  may  aid  in 
repairing  the  boiler  of  the  steam  gunboat  Wissahickon. 

Not  having  the  means  of  communication  with  Ship  Island,  I  have 
applied  to  Colonel  Brown  to  allow  the  army  steamer  which  brought' 
the  dispatches  from  Key  West  to  run  down  there,  with  instructions  to 
Commander  Smith  to  dispatch  two  of  the  gunboats  now  in  Mississippi 
Sound  to  this  place  to  relieve  the  Niagara. 

The  necessity  for  the  withdrawal  of  these  gunboats  completely  dis¬ 
arranges  the  plan  I  had  formed  for  operating  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

I  write  in  great  haste,  as  the  Baltic,  having  been  unexpectedly 
detained  over  night,  is  now  about  to  leave. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Colonel  Brown , 
U.  S.  Army,  requesting  the  transfer  of  the  army  steamer  Rainey 
for  use  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  18,  1861. 
Sir:  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  placing  at  my  disposal  the  steamer 
Rainey  to  convey  dispatches  to  Ship  Island. 


*Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Should  you  not  need  her  for  army  purposes,  I  will  gladly  avail 
myself  of  your  offer  to  transfer  her,  and  will  make  use  of  her  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Sound  until  such  time  as  you  may  require  her  services. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Colonel  Harvey  Brown, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  Pickens. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Trathen,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  lark 

Midnight ,  regarding  a  cruise  of  that  vessel  off  the  coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Bark  Midnight, 

Off  Velasco,  Tex.,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  to  me,  dated  the  29th 
ultimo,  I  sailed  the  same  evening  for  Galveston,  and  arrived  off  that 
port  and  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Santee  on  the  evening  of 
the  4th  instant,  and  sailed  again  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  running 
close  along  the  coast  of  Texas  in  5,  6,  and  7  fathoms  water.  I  discov¬ 
ered  in  this  route  that  there  was  a  strong  battery  at  the  entrance  of 
San  Luis  Pass,  a  large  encampment  and  battery  at  Velasco,  and  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  four  heavy  guns  near  the  light-house  at  Pass  Cavallo.  On  the 
8th  instant  I  was  standing  in  toward  the  bar  of  Pass  Cavallo,  with  a 
moderate  breeze  from  the  S.  E. ,  and  when  the  ship  was  within  about  2 
miles  of  the  light-house  I  tacked  to  the  eastward.  The  battery  opened 
on  us  and  fired  nine  shots.  They  were  all  well  aimed,  and  the  nearest 
fell  about  20  yards  short  of  our  stern.  I  did  not  like  to  throw  away 
our  shot  by  replying,  for  I  knew  our  32-pounders  of  42  cwt.  would 
not  reach  the  enemy.  Again,  on  the  10th  instant,  I  was  standing  in 
toward  the  same  pass,  and  when  within  about  the  same  distance  as 
before,  the  light-house  bearing  W.  N.  W.,  it  fell  calm,  with  a  swell 
heaving  on  the  bar.  At  2  p.  m.  I  discovered  a  large  steamer  coming 
down  Matagorda  Bay  and  pointing  directly  for  us.  When  she  got 
near  the  bar  she  hoisted  the  secession  flag.  W e  were  all  at  quarters 
and  everything  ready  for  action.  I  could  do  nothing  but  wait  for  his 
approach.  At  2:30  p.  m.  a  light  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  S.  E.  I 
filled  away  on  the  starboard  tack  and  stood  to  the  eastward,  in  order 
to  draw  the  enemy  from  under  shelter  of  his  batteries.  He  was  com¬ 
ing  up  to  us  very  fast,  and  could  have  engaged  us  on  his  own  terms  in 
thirty  minutes,  for  the  wind  was  very  light  and  our  ship  had  scarcely 
steerageway,  but  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  light  breeze  reached  us, 
about  3  p.  m.,  he  bore  up  and  ran  into  the  bay  again.  The  steamer  is 
•large  and  capable  of  being  made  very  formidable  by  merely  taking  off 
her  upper  or  promenade  deck.  At  Velasco  I  saw  two  such  steamers; 
the  three  together  would  constitute  a  formidable  force.  You  are  well 
aware  of  the  advantage  a  steamer  has  over  a  sailing  ship  in  a  calm,  and 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  calm  weather  on  this  coast.  In  your  instruc¬ 
tions  I  am  ordered  to  have  a  boarding  netting  triced  up  whilst  at 
anchor.  In  reply  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  no 
boarding  netting,  nor  have  I  cordage  to  make  one.  I  applied  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Eagle,  of  the  Santee,  for  small  stuff  for  that  purpose,  but  all  he 
could  spare  me  was  half  a  coil  of  nine-thread  ratline,  not  enough  to 
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begin  to  make  one.  If  the  flag-officer  thinks  proper  to  order  one  from 
the  North,  the  length  of  the  Midnight  over  all  is  134  feet  4  inches  and 
25  feet  6  inches  breadth  of  beam.  I  frequently  see  small  vessels  mov¬ 
ing  about  in  the  bays  and  inside  passages,  but  up  to  this  date  we  have 
not  seen  a  single  vessel  at  sea  since  I  have  been  on  the  coast.  We 
have  constant  lookout  men  on  the  topgallant  yards  both  day  and  night. 

I  feel  as  if  a  boarding  netting  was  absolutely  necessary  in  a  ship  of 
so  light  an  armament  as  mine.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send 
requisitions  for  a  number  of  stores,  which,  at  first  sight,  may  appear 
extravagant,  but  on  inspection  you  will  find  they  are  mostly  small  and 
necessary  articles. 

At  anchor  ofi  Galveston,  December  27,  9  a.  m.  The  Rhode  Island 
has  just  hove  in  sight.  I  shall  return  to  my  cruising  ground  immedi¬ 
ately  after  procuring  from  her  a  needful  supply  of  fresh  provisions, 
etc. 

Sir,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Trathen, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockadin  g  Sq  uadron. 


Extract  from  report  of  Commander  Emmons ,  TJ.  S.  If  ary.  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Ilatteras ,  regarding  affairs  at  Apalachicola. 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 

Off  Apalachicola,  December ,  18,  1861. 

*  S-  *  *  "•  * 

Having  sounded  and  buoyed  out  this  entrance,  I  stood  in  within 
gunshot  of  the  sand  fort  on  St.  Vincent’s  [Island]  and  lay  overnight; 
but  I  found  the  current  so  strong  and  the  holding  ground  so  poor  that 
I  have  preferred  remaining  outside  since. 

,  From  all  appearances  the  above  fort  has  been  dismantled,  but  there 
appears  to  be  a  picket  guard  left  on  the  island.  Upon  two  occasions 
I  have  heard  heavy  guns  firing  at  the  town  of  Apalachicola,  and  I  pre¬ 
sume  that  these  are  the  same  that  formerly  occupied  this  fort. 

I  visited  the  light-house  on  St.  George’s  Island  and  found  it  deserted 
and  robbed  of  its  illuminating  apparatus,  oil,  etc.,  which  is  very  much 
in  character  with  secession  elsewhere. 

From  the  top  of  this  light-house  (77  feet)  I  had  a  good  view  of  the 
sound  and  of  the  town  of  Apalachicola.  Besides  a  few  small  sail, 
apparently  fishing  smacks,  I  saw  nothing  afloat  inviting  attack  but  the 
hull  of  a  large  vessel  that  appears  to  be  unfinished — and  intended  for 
a  propeller— laying  near  the  town,  and  I  presume  within  range  of 
guns  planted  there.  There  appears  to  be  a  shoal  outside  of  her  in  the 
bay,  and  I  find  no  soundings  placed  on  this  portion  of  my  chart. 

Independent  of  the  above  vessel,  there  occasionally  appears  a  small 
stern  wheel  steamer  near  the  town. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Emmons ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Hatter  as,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  of  St.  JosepKs  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 

Off  Apalachicola,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  Last  evening  about  sunset  I  discovered  a  small  propeller  near 
the  coast  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of  us. 

She  apparently  discovered  us  about  the  same  time  and  kept  off  to 
the  south  under  sail  and  steam,  which,  with  vessels  drawing  from  6 
to  8  feet  water,  bound  to  the  north,  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to 
do,  on  account  of  a  reef  that  extends  about  6  miles  from  the  coast 
to  the  southward  and  lying  between  us. 

I  was  underway  in  a  few  minutes  and  shaped  a  course  that  I  thought 
would  intercept  her,  but  it  became  dark  before  I  had  gained  enough 
upon  her  to  keep  her  in  sight  afterwards,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  she 
finally  dodged  me  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts. 

This  morning  at  daylight  nothing  was  in  sight,  and  I  ran  up  the 
coast  as  far  as  [Cape]  San  Bias  light-house,  from  which  I  got  a  look 
into  St.  Joseph’s  Bay  and  could  see  nothing  there,  but  signal  fires 
were  burning  alongshore,  and  several  people  appeared  on  the  beach, 
as  though  they  were  in  expectation  of  something.  1  therefore  infer 
that  if  this  vessel  was  intending  to  run  the  blockade  she  has  turned  to 
the  southward  and  eastward  again  and  perhaps  may  get  into  one  of  the* 
passes  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  sound. 

The  illuminating  apparatus  has  been  removed  from  the  light-house 
on  Cape  San  Bias,  as  on  St.  George’s  Island,  and  they  are  now  employed 
in  removing  the  surplus  bricks  (of  which  there  is  a  large  pile  lying 
near  the  light-house)  to  some  place  in  the  interior. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Bailey, 
U.  S.  Navy,  giving  consular  information  from  Havana,  regarding 
the  arrival  at  that  place  of  steamer  C.  Vanderbilt  and  schooner  Break 
of  Day. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  19, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  received  a  dispatch,  dated  December  6,  from  R.  W. 
Shufeldt,  consul-general  at  Havana,  informing  me  of  the  arrival  at 
that  place  of  two  vessels  from  New  Orleans,  viz,  the  low-pressure 
Mississippi  towboat  C.  Vanderbilt ,  383  tons,  Smith,  master;  and  the 
schooner  Break  of  Day,  80  tons,  Martin,  master. 

I  have  since  learned  from  Captain  Ribourt,  commanding  the  French 
steamer  Lavoisier ,  that  the  cargo  of  the  Vanderbilt  was  cotton. 

I  much  fear  that  the  rebels  have  deepened  a  small  channel  said  to 
connect  the  river  with  West  Bay,  just  below  the  fort,  and  that  vessels 
of  very  light  draft  can  escape  by  that  passage. 
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1  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  send  3-011  a  schooner  gunboat  as  a  tender 
by  means  of  which  3-011  will  be  able  in  good  weather  to  guard  West 
Bay. 

I  shall  dispatch  the  Preble  to  blockade  the  South  Pass. 

I  am,  respectfully,  3-our  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  South  West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi. 


Instr  uctions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  proper  disposition  of  captured  property. 

Navy  Department,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  reporting  the  capture  of  the 
steamboats  Anna  and  Ilenry  Lewis  and  schooners  Olive  and  A.  J. 
View,  has  been  received.  The  duty  of  officers  of  the  Navy  with 
respect  to  captured  vessels  and  their  cargoes  is  prescribed  by  the  7th, 
8th  and  9th  articles,  1st  section,  of  the  act  of  1800. 

You  will  adopt  the  best  means  in  3-0111-  power  for  the  preservation 
of  the  captured  property  until  an  opportunity  occurs  for  sending  it  to 
a  proper  port  for  adjudication.  Ton  will  have  a  correct  inventory 
made  of  all  propeify  taken  out  of  a  prize  vessel  and  transmit  a  dupli¬ 
cate  of  it  to  the  Department.  If  it  be  necessary  to  take  any  part  of 
the  property  for  public  use,  a  careful  appraisement  of  it  must  be  made 
by  suitable  persons  qualified  to  judge  of  the  value  of  the  particular 
article  taken,  and,  if  practicable,  by  uninterested  persons.  A  careful 
account  of  all  property  so  taken,  with  a  duplicate  of  the  appraisement, 
will  be  transmitted  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  II.  B.  M.  S.  Desperate  regarding  the  inef¬ 
fectiveness  of  the  blockade  of  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  20,  1861. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  com¬ 
mander  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Despenxite ,  forwarded  to  me  by  Captain  T.  Bailey, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  frigate  Colorado,  who  communicated  with  the 
Desperate  off  the  South  West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi. 

I  am  inclined  to  doubt  its  correctness,  but  have  addressed  Captain 
Eagle,  enclosing  him  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  commander  of  the 
Desperate,  and  enquiring  if  he  has  at  anv  time  been  absent  from  his 
station,  and  if  so,  the  reason  why. 

I  am  very  desirous  of  visiting  that  part  of  the  coast,  but  as  yet  it 
has  not  been  in  m3-  power,  the  services  of  this  ship  to  blockade  having 
been  thus  far  indispensable.  The  unfortunate  accident  to  the  Rich- 
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rnond  has  greatly  embarrassed  my  movements,  but  I  will,  if  possible, 
proceed  to  Galveston  in  this  ship  so  soon  as  my  presence  at  Ship  Island 
can  be  dispensed  with. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Desperate, 

Off  Mississippi  [ River] ,  December  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  night  of  Decem¬ 
ber  5  I  anchored  her  Majesty’s  ship  under  my  command  in  fathoms, 
with  the  town  of  Galveston  bearing  about  N.  W.  £  W.,  12  miles,  and 
that  on  the  following  morning  I  weighed  and  stood  close  in,  spending 
several  hours  cruising  along  Galveston  Island,  with  the  beach  and 
houses  plainly  in  sight,  although  the  weather  was  foggy,  finally  anchor¬ 
ing  in  5J  fathoms,  about  4  miles  from  the  beach,  and  then,  getting 
steam  up,  weighed  and  made  a  circuit  by  the  town  and  to  the  south¬ 
ward  of  the  reef,  the  smoke  from  one  funnel  being  very  dense. 

But  having  seen  no  United  States  man-of-war  there,  I  concluded 
that  the  port  was  not  effectively  blockaded,  and  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
report  the  same  to  my  superior  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  F.  Ross, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  [Wm.  W.  McKean], 

Comdg.  the  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron  on  the  Coast  of  Texas. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  to  use  his  discretion  regarding  place  of  repair  fen'  United 

States  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  December  21,  1861. 

Sir:  As  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  especially  the  steamers,  may 
at  times  require  repairs  actually  necessary  to  their  efficiency  and  safety 
which  can  not  well  be  done  on  the  station,  the  Department  authorizes 
you  to  exercise  your  discretion  in  such  cases  as  to  sending  them  north 
to  be  repaired. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

^lag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S. 
Navy,  naming  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  December-  21,  1861. 
Sir:  Your  report  of  the  25th  ultimo  of  the  combined  attack  on  Fort 
McRee  and  the  adjoining  works  was  duly  received. 
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The  sloop  of  war  Portsmouth ,  Commander  Swartwout,  sailed  from 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  on  the  17th  instant  for  the  Gulf  Squadron,  and  the 
armed  schooner  Kittatinny ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  E. 
Welch,  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  13th  instant  for  the  same  destination. 

The  following  vessels  are  on  the  eve  of  sailing-,  and  have  orders  to 
report  to  you: 

Bark  Pursuit ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Cate,  [New  York]. 

Bark  Arthur,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Kittredge,  [New 
York]. 

Bark  James  L.  Davis,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Joseph  Winn, 
[Philadelphia]. 

Bark  James  S.  Chambers,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dennis 
Condry,  [Philadelphia]. 

Gunboat  Tahoma ,  Lieutenant  John  C.  Howell,  [Philadelphia]. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Engagement  between  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Huntsville  and  Confederate  steamer 
Florida ,  or  Strike ,  off  Mobile  Bar ,  December  1861. 

Report  of  Captain  Powell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mob  ile  Bar ,  December  25,  1861. 

Commodore:  I  herewith  forward  report  of  Commander  Price,  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  of  his  encounter  with  the  rebel  steamer  supposed 
to  be  the  Strike. 

Commander  Price  promptly  engaged  this  vessel  for  nearly  an  hour 
and  drove  her  off  without  injury  to  his  vessel  or  people,  and  but  for 
the  reef  between  would  have  closed,  although  greatly  inferior  in  force. 

Unable  to  approach  the  scene,  I  had  yet  a  good  view,  and  consider 
that  Commander  Price  conducted  the  affair  with  great  gallantry  and 
skill. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell,  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron ,  Ship  Island. 


Report  of  Commander  Price,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville. 

U.  8.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Mobile  Bay ,  December  2f  1861. 

Sir:  This  morning  the  Potomac  made  signal  No.  333,  whereupon 
recalling  my  boat  from  sounding  the  channel  near  Pelican  Island,  in 
the  direction  of  Fort  Gaines,  I  got  underway  and  stood  for  her. 

On  my  way  up  a  rebel  steamer,  which  we  call  the  Strike ,  painted 
black,  with  two  masts  and  very  low  in  the  water,  opened  fire  at  me 
from  inside  the  reef,  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Morgan.  I  stood  close 
in  to  the  reef  and  opened  upon  him  in  return  from  my  pivot  gun  and 
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a  32-pounder,  aft,  but  soon  observed  that  the  shot  of  the  latter  fell 
short  and  so  continued  with  my  pivot  only. 

Firing  was  kept  up  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  between  us,  the 
rebel  steamer  firing  rapidly  from  two  rifled  guns  and  one  or  two  of 
smoothbore.  Several  rifled  projectiles  passed  immediately  over  this 
ship  and  a  dozen  or  more  burst  all  around  us,  without,  however,  doing 
any  damage  to  the  hull  or  crew.  I  think  1  struck  her  several  times, 
when  she  finally  drew  off  and  ran  under  Fort  Morgan.  All  the  forces 
at  the  fort  were  apparently  out  to  witness  the  affair,  and  the  tops  and 
yards  of  the  Potomac  were  also  filled  for  the  same  purpose.  The  Poto¬ 
mac  prepared  to  get  underway  and  come  to  my  assistance  with  her 
rifled  gun,  but  the  wind  was  too  light  for  her  to  do  anything.  Flad  I 
had  her  rifled  gun,  the  result  might  have  been  different  to  the  rebel 
steamer. 

The  distance  between  us  was  perhaps  from  1^  to  2  miles.  Her  object 
was  doubtless  to  try  her  new  rifled  guns,  as  well  as  to  draw  my  own 
fire  and  ascertain  what  guns  I  carried. 

She  fired  fifty  guns,  I  supposed,  and  I  about  half  that  number. 

It  is  unaccountable  that  I  was  not  struck  and  very  much  cut  up,  for 
a  dozen  or  twenty  of  her  rifled  projectiles  struck  within  a  cable’s  length 
of  me;  some  were  fuzed  and  exploded.  I  judge  the  others  were  per¬ 
cussion. 

You  are  aware  that  lam  without  a  rifled  gun.  My  pivot  is  so  badly 
mounted  and  fitted  that  to  run  it  in  and  out  requires  twice  the  time 
that  it  would  if  fitted  properly,  and  that  by  a  crew  as  well  trained  as 
any  in  the  squadron.  In  fact,  the  battery  of  this  ship  is  entirely  too 
light  and  very  defective,  and  ought  to  be  remedied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Powell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Potomac. 

U.  S.  Ship  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar ,  December  25,  1861. 

Commodore:  A  small  schooner  came  in  yesterday  and  promises  to 
sail  in  a  few  hours  for  Ship  Island,  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  chance 
to  report  to  you  that  the  steam  gunboat,  which  was  supposed  to  be 
the  Florida ,  returned  yesterday  morning  and  stood  in  to  the  West 
Swash  Channel,  and  about  11  a.  m.  opened  fire  from  two  rifle  cannon 
and  some  other  guns  upon  the  Huntsville. 

Commander  Price,  of  the  Huntsville,  steamed  up  into  shoal  water 
and  promptly  returned  the  fire,  with  some  effect,  he  thinks,  for  the 
enemy,  after  firing  some  thirty  or  forty  rounds,  put  off  for  Fort 
Morgan  and  in  the  evening  for  Mobile. 

The  weather  fine;  sea  smooth  and  nearly  calm,  for  the  most  part 
quite  so.  I  got  sail  on  this  ship  with  a  view  to  run  down  toward  the 
Huntsville ,  which  seemed  to  hasten  the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 

Price  has  only  one  effective  gun,  you  know,  and  it  was  not  up  to  the 
range  of  a  heavy  rifle,  cannon  mounted  aft  on  the  rebel  steamer.  She 
overshot  the  Huntsville  with  this  gun  considerably,  but  did  not  hit 
her.  She,  the  enemy,  has  4  guns  aft  and  1  pivot,  2  side  guns  forward. 
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A  storeship  was  in  sight  yesterday,  but  is  not  this  moraine-.  The 
master  ot  the  trading  schooner  said  it  was  the  Pampero. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  ^  ^  Fowell. 

Ship  Island. 

P.  S.— Captain  Price  will  make  his  report,  which  I  shall  forward 
when  received. 


L.  M.  P. 

P.  S.  No.  2.— We  yesterday  observed  a  topsail  three-masted  steamer 

at  anchor  m  the  cove,  and  this  morning  from  the  masthead  a  steamer 
mid  the  sails  of  two  schooners  at  anchor  near  the  Petit  Bois  Pass. 
The  activity  of  the  enemy  in  these  waters  seems  to  call  for  a  more 
active  force  here,  in  addition  to  what  we  have  at  this  time,  if  }mu  can 
sPar®  iP  f  know  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  Huntsville 
should  not  be  exposed  to  the  odds  against  her,  for,  of  course,  the 
attack  will  be  made  on  her  when  my  ship  could  not  move  from  wind 
and  weather. 

L.  M.  P. 


Extracts  from  Richmond  Dispatch  of  January  2,  1862. 

Naval  engagement. — At  11  o’clock  yesterday  the  gunboat  Florida 
engaged  a  large  Federal  steamer  which  was  blockading  Pelican  [Chan¬ 
nel]  Island  Pass,  and  after  a  sharp  tight  of  an  hour  and  fifteen  minutes 
the  enemy  hauled  to  the  eastward  toward  the  frigate  Macedonian 
[  Potomac],  which  was  lying  off  the  main  bar,  and  communicating  with 
him,  she  continued  her  course  toward  Pensacola.  She  appeared,  from 
her  slow  speed,  to  be  seriously  injured.  Not  one  shot  of  the  enemy 
struck  the  Florida ,  though  many  of  the  shells  exploded  quite  near  her. 
“Nobody  hurt”  on  our  side. — Mobile  Tribune,  25th  instant. 

The  Advertiser  and  Register,  [December  25,  1861],  states  that  the 
enemy’s  steamer  is  the  New  London  [Huntsville],  and  that  thousands 
witnessed  the  fight  from  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  and  from  the  block¬ 
ading  vessels  outside. 


Naval  engagement  near  Mobile ,  Ala. — From  the  Mobile  Evening 
News  of  the  25th  ultimo  we  take  the  following  account  of  a  nice  little 
affair  which  recently  took  place  in  the  bay  near  that  place: 

About  midday  yesterday  the  stout  gunboat  Florida,  C.  S.  Navy,  concluded  to  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas  eve  by  a  small  set-to  with  the  insolent  Lincoln  cruiser  New  London, 
which  was  lying  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  The  Florida  ran  down  to  the  west¬ 
ward  of  Sand  Island  and  challenged  the  New  London  to  come  on,  which  she  did,  and 
for  an  hour  or  two  a  lively  cannonade  at  long  taw  furnished  an  excitingly  interesting 
exhibition  for  the  entertainment  of  the  great  audience  which  viewed  it,  the  4,000 
men  who  garrisoned  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  as  well  as  the  crews  of  the  blockad¬ 
ing  vessels  being  the  spectators.  The  Florida  could  not  come  to  close  quarters  with 
the  enemy  by  reason  of  the  shoal  water  of  a  bar  intervening,  and  could  she  have  got 
out,  it  is  likely  she  would  have  had  more  than  she  could  attend  to  with  the  several 
blockaders  that  were  lying  off  in  deep  water. 

The  engagement  was  lengthy  and  many  shots  were  fired  on  both  sides  and  ended 
by  the  New  London  backing  out,  as  usual.  The  Florida  was  not  touched,  but  it  is 
thought  that  three  of  her  pills  took  effect  on  the  enemy.  All  but  these  three  were 
seen  to  strike  the  water,  but  the  thousands  of  eyes  which  watched  could  not  tell 
where  these  three  went,  if  they  were  not  stopped  by  the  New  London.  She  was 
evidently  hit  hard,  for  after  backing  out  of  the  fight  she  signaled  the  fleet,  and  one 
of  them  ran  down  and  lay  alongside  of  her  for  several  hours,  rendering  assistance,  it 
is  supposed. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Phelps,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Government  property 
on  Ship  Island. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  December  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  transfer  to  you  all  Government  property  on  Ship  Island  not  required 
by  me  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot.  _ 

I  will  therefore  be  prepared  on  the  26th  instant  to  transtei  tne 
battery,  ordnance,  and  ordnance  stores,  and  request  that  you  will 
instruct  your  quartermaster  to  give  the  necessary  receipts. 

If  you  will  appoint  an  officer  to  take  charge,  I  will  instruct  Com¬ 
mander  Smith  to  withdraw  the  naval  force  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  26th  and 

turn  over  the  command. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Office r,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  J.  W.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Military  Post,  Ship  Island. 


Chasing  of  a  schooner  ashore  of  Fort  Morgan ,  Ala.,  December  2/ , 

*  1861. 

Report  of  Captain  Powell,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 

Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  December  27,  1861. 

Commodore:  The  Water  Witch  came  in  last  night  and  anchored 
near  us. 

This  morning  a  schooner  was  observed  close  inshore  to  the  eastward, 
and  1  made  signal  to  Water  Witch  to  chase.  She  got  oil  about  <  a.  m. , 
but  it  was  blowing  a  strong  norther  and  the  schooner  had  anchored 
under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan  and  the  sand  hills  east  of  it.  I  gave 
discretionary  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hughes  and  rein¬ 
forced  him  with  two  boats  under  Master  Winfield  S.  Schley,  [Acting] 
Midshipman  Humphrey,  and  Master’s  Mate  Ankers,  but  directed  him 
not  to  get  his  vessel  under  the  batteries  on  shore. 

He,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hughes,  executed  his  duty  well;  under 
his  fire  the  schooner  was  run  ashore  and  a  steamer  that  came  out  to 
help  her  was  roughly  handled,  but  this  brought  him  under  the  guns 
of  Fort  Morgan  and  the  batteries  on  the  sand  hills  eastward,  and  at 
11  p.  m.  I  recalled  him. 

The  heavy  rifle  shells  from  Fort  Morgan,  as  they  got  his  range,  . 
dropped  alongside  of  the  steamer  Water  Witch  before  I  called  her  off. 

I  enclose  reports  and  have  to  express  in  addition  my  satisfaction  at 
the  resolute,  though  not  entirely  successful,  effort  to  destroy  the  ves¬ 
sel  of  the  enemy. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 
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P.  S.  I  think  this  schooner  is  one  of  several  which  we  have  noticed 
as  intending  to  run  the  blockade  from  the  Bahamas,  Cuba,  etc.  with 
the  cargoes  of  the  purchased  British  steamers.  Mobile  is  their  natural 
destination.  Now,  when  Huntsville  is  at  the  West  Pass,  as  this  morn¬ 
ing,  the  eastern  shore  is  open  beyond  my  reach  night  or  day,  as  you 
well  know. 

L.  M.  P. 

P.  S.^  Fo.  2.  -The  good  view  obtained  by  the  Wetter  Witch  confirms 
the  information  of  my  fugitive  negro  as  to  the  armament  of  Port 
Morgan  and  the  coast  eastward.  Mr.  Schley  reports  that  he  observed 
three  tiers  of  guns;  the  parapet,  thickly  mounted,  the  casemates,  and 
outside  earthworks. 

The  gun  east  of  Fort  Morgan,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  or  more,  is 
of  great  caliber. 

L.  M.  P. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Hughes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch. 

U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 

Off  Mobile  Point ,  December  27,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  got  the  Water  Witch  underway 
this  morning,  and  taking  two  boats  from  the  Potomac ,  with  their  offi¬ 
cers  and  crews,  I  stood  in  toward  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  capturing 
a  schooner  which  had  run  in  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan.  As 
soon  as  I  got  within  range  I  fired  upon  the  schooner  with  my  Parrott 
gun  and  rifled  howitzer,  and  the  fire  was  returned  both  by  the  fort 
and  a  heavy  gun  in  battery  to  the  eastward  of  the  fort. 

Heavy  rifled  shells  from  these  guns  fell  so  near  and  around  the 
Water  Witch  that  I  did  not  deem  myself  justifiable  in  carrying  her  any 
nearer  the  batteries,  though  I  continued  to  fire  upon  the  schooner  and 
a  steamer  which  had  come  out  to  her  assistance. 

It  was  blowing  a  gale  from  the  northward  at  the  time,  and  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  the  boats  to  reach  the  schooner  safely  under 
all  the  disadvantages  against  them. 

I  am  satisfied  that  had  I  approached  nearer  the  batteries  I  should 
have  lost  the  Water  Witch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  Hughes, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Captain  Levin  M.  Powell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TI.  S.  Frigate  Potomac. 


Report  of  Master  Schley,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Potomac. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar ,  December  27,  1861. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  order  I  went  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Water 
Witch  with  two  boats’  crews  and  reported  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Hughes  for  any  service  he  might  require  of  me. 

After  I  had  gone  on  board,  the  Water  Witch  took  up  her  position  as 
nearly  as  possible  in  conformity  with  your  signal.  We  then  fired 
several  shot  and  shell  at  the  schooner,  but  not  seeing  what  damage  we 
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had  done  her,  we  steamed  up  and  stood  farther  inshore,  when  Fort 
Morgan  and  a  battery  to  the  eastward  opened  fire  upon  us.  I  he  pre¬ 
cision  with  which  they  fired  compelled  us  to  haul  ofi  to  the  southwaid 
and  eastward,  when  we  discovered  a  steamer  coming  to  her  assistance. 
We  immediately  hauled  up  to  the  northward  and  fired  seteial  chaiges 
at  the  steamer;  two  and  probably  more  struck  her,  when  she  hauled 
off  and  ran  toward  Fort  Morgan.  We  then,  finding  that  we  could  do 
the  steamer  no  damage  with  our  gun,  ceased  firing.  At  this  moment 
I  would  have  taken  to  my  boats  and  endeavored  to  push  my  way 
inshore,  but,  conferring  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hughes,  we 
concluded  that  it  would  be  too  much  labor  for  the  men  to  pull  nearly 
a  mile  directly  in  the  wind’s  eye  and  against  a  heavy  sea.  Had  not  the 
weather  been  so  very  unfavorable,  I  feel  confident  that  we  should  have 
met  that  success  upon  which  our  hearts  were  set. 

The  men  under  my  command  behaved  well  under  fire,  and  r  feel  con¬ 
fident  would  have  rendered  good  service  in  case  of  being  called  upon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Winfield  Scott  Schley, 

Master ,  U.  /S.  Navy. 

Captain  L.  M.  Powell, 

Commanding . 


Report  of  Major-General  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Department  Alabama  and  West  Florida, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  December  89,  1861. 

Sir:  An  occurrence  of  the  27th  instant  at  Fort  Morgan,  illustrates 
the  absolute  necessity  of  the  military  commander  here  having  control 
of  the  guard  boats  in  the  harbor.  On  that  morning  a  small  vessel 
from  Havana  attempted  to  run  the  blockade  with  supplies  for  us. 
Pressed  by  the  enemy,  she  was  beached  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Mor¬ 
gan.  The  enemy  attempted  to  cut  her  out  or  destroy  her,  and  the 
guns  of  our  fort  had  difficulty  in  keeping  them  off  until  a  small  unarmed 
steamer  went  to  her  assistance,  and  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s 
gunboats  relieved  and  brought  her  in.  She  brought  in  150  bags  of 
coffee,  with  some  sulphur  and  other  small  stores.  During  all  this  time 
the  Florida ,  an  armed  steamer,  is  lying  at  the  moorings  of  the.  city, 
unoccupied  and  independent.  An  armed  schooner  is  also  lying  in  the 
harbor  here  utterly  useless.  It  would  be  economy  to  give  her  away 
and  discharge  the  crew. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Adjutant-General  C.  S.  Army, 

Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Confederate  States,  regard¬ 
ing  the  necessity  of  cooperation  between  the  land  and  naval  forces. 

Navy  Department,  0.  S.  A., 
Richmond ,  Va. ,  January  9 ,  186%. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  enclosing  two  communications  from  General  Bragg. 
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When  the  vessel  to  which  General  Bragg  refers  crossed  the  Mobile 
bar  the  Confederate  [armed]  steamer  Florida  was  at  the  city,  30  miles 
off,  and  of  course  could  render  no  assistance. 

The  Florida  has  recently  gone  there  from  the  lake  after  an  engage¬ 
ment  with  a  Federal  steamer,  and  on  observing  her  arrival  in  the  public 
papers,  I  directed  Flag-Officer  Hollins  to  prevent  her  from  lying  at 
the  city  a  moment  beyond  what  her  necessities  might  require. 

General  Bragg  complains  that  the  little  guard  boat  did  not  go  out  to 
the  vessel’s  assistance,  which  he  sa}^  was  pursued  by  the  enen^’s  gun¬ 
boats.  This  is  a  small  sailing  schooner,  mounting  one  gun,  commanded 
by  an  active  and  zealous  young  naval  officer,  and  I  trust  that  he  would 
have  sailed  out  against  the  enemy’s  gunboats  could  he  have  rendered 
any  service.  I  will  call  upon  him  to  explain  his  apparent  neglect  of 
duty. 

I  concur  with  you  in  the  necessity  of  securing  perfect  harmony  of 
action  between  the  land  and  naval  forces,  and  so  soon  as  the  steamers 
now  completed  for  service  in  the  waters  near  Mobile  shall  go  into 
commission,  I  will  give  such  instructions  as  will,  I  think,  certainly 
secure  it.  At  present  there  is  but  one  small  sailing  schooner  and  two 
barges.  The  naval  officer  in  charge,  and  who  is  reported  by  General 
Withers  as  “unreliable  and  inefficient,”  Lieutenant  James  D.  Johnston, 
is  regarded  by  the  service  and  Department  as  one  of  the  best  officers 
of  the  old  service.  Perhaps  the  cause  of  General  Withers’  report  may 
be  found  in  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Johnston,  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed.* 

General  Bragg’s  letters  are  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  correspond¬ 
ence  regarding  proclamation  of  Brigadier-  General  Phelps ,  U.  S. 

Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  December  %7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have,  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  Brigadier-General  Phelps.  It  was  handed  to  me  by  Commander 
Melancton  Smith,  who  received' it  from  Brigadier-General  Phelps, 
through  Mr.  Elias  Smith,  reporter  for  the  New  York  Times,  as  shown 
by  the  note  of  Mr.  Smith  and  Commander  Smith’s  reply,  which  are 
also  transmitted. 

I  have  approved  the  course  pursued  by  Commander  Smith,  and  will 
not  allow  this  or  any  similar  document  to  be  circulated  by  any  person 
under  my  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  0. 

*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Ship  Island,  Mississippi,  December  5 ,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  been  instructed  by  Brigadier-General  Phelps, 
commanding  this  military  expedition,  to  present  his  compliments  to 
you,  and  request  of  you  the  use  of  a  boat’s  crew  or  vessel,  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  to  convey  me  to  the  opposite  shore  with  his  proclamation  to 
the  loyal  citizens  of  the  Southwest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Elias  Smith. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commander  of  the  Blockading  Fleet ,  Mississippi  Sound. 


U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Ship  Island ,  December1  6‘,  1861. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  afternoon,  through  Mr.  Elias  Smith, 
reporter  for  the  New  York  Times,  the  enclosed  proclamation  from 
Brigadier-General  Phelps  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  Southwest,  and 
the  enclosed  note  this  morning  from  the  same  source,  requesting  a 
conveyance  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  mainland  to  give  it  circulation. 

My  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  is  herewith  annexed,  and  I  hope  my  course 
in  the  matter  will  meet  your  approbation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Blockading  Squadron .  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Ship  Island ,  December  6 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  morning  conveying  the  compliments  of 
Brigadier-General  Phelps,  with  a  request  that  I  would  furnish  a  boat’s 
crew  or  vessel  to  convey  you  to  the  opposite  shore  with  a  flag  of  truce 
for  the  purpose  of  promulgating  his  proclamation  to  the  loyal  citizens 
of  the  Southwest,  is  received. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  return  my  compliments  to  Brigadier- 
General  Phelps  and  state  that  any  aid  I  can  render  him  or  the  officers 
under  his  command  in  landing  his  forces,  I  most  cheerfully  volunteer, 
but  I  must  respectfully  decline  the  service  requested  until  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  offers  for  me  to  communicate  with  the  flag-officer  of  the 
squadron. 

Respectfully,  Melancton  Smith, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Elias  Smith,  Esq., 

Ship  Island. 


Proclamation  of  Brigadier-General  Phelps  to  the  loyal  people  of  the  Southwest. 

Headquarters  Middlesex  Brigade, 

Ship  Island ,  Mississippi ,  December  f  1861. 

To  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  Southwest: 

Without  any  desire  of  my  own,  but  contrary  to  my  private  inclina¬ 
tions,  I  again  find  myself  among  you  as  a  military  officer  of  the  Gov- 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


19 


ernment.  A  proper  respect  for  my  fellow-countrymen  renders  it  not 
out  of  place  that  1  should  make  known  to  you  the  motives  and  prin¬ 
ciples  by  which  my  command  will  be  governed. 

We  believe  that  every  State  that  has  been  admitted  as  a  slave  State 
into  the  Union  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  has  been  so 
admitted  in  direct  violation  of  that  Constitution. 

_  We  believe  that  the  slave  States  which  existed  as  such  at  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  our.  Constitution  are,  by  becoming  parties  to  that  compact, 
under  the  highest  obligations  of  honor  and  morality  to  abolish  slavery. 

It  is  our  conviction  that  monopolies  are  as  destructive  as  competition 
is  conservative  of  the  principles  and  vitalities  of  republican  Govern¬ 
ment;  that  slave  labor  is  a  monopoU  which  excludes  free  labor  and 
competition;  that  slaves  are  kept  in  comparative  idleness  and  ease  in  a 
fertile  half  of  our  arable  national  territory,  while  free  white  laborers, 
constantly  augmenting  in  numbers  from  Europe,  are  confined  to  the 
other  half  and  are  often  distressed  by  want;  that  the  free  labor  of  the 
North  has  more  need  of  expansion  into  the  Southern  States,  from 
which  it  is  virtually  excluded,  than  slavery  had  into  Texas  in  1846; 
that  free  labor  is  essential  to  free  institutions;  that  these  institutions 
are  naturally  better  adapted  and  more  congenial  to  the  Anglo-Saxon 
race  than  are  the  despotic  tendencies  of  slavery;  and  finally  that  the 
dominant  political  principle  of  this  North  American  Continent,  so  long 
as  the  Caucasian  race  continues  to  flow  in  upon  us  from  Europe,  must 
needs  be  that  of  free  institutions  and  free  government;  any  obstruc¬ 
tions  to  the  progress  of  that  form  of  government  in  the  United  States 
must  inevitably  be  attended  with  discord  and  war. 

Slavery  from  the  condition  of  a  universally  recognized  social  and 
moral  evil  has  become  at  length  a  political  institution  demanding 
political  recognition.  It  demands  rights  to  the  exclusion  and  annihi¬ 
lation  of  those  rights  which  are  insured  to  us  by  the  Constitution,  and 
we  must  choose  between  them  which  we  will  have,  for,  we  can  not 
have  both.  The  Constitution  was  made  for  freemen,  not  for  slaves. 
Slavery  as  a  social  evil  might  for  a  time  be  tolerated  and  endured, 
but  as  a  political  institution  it  becomes  imperious  and  exacting,  con¬ 
trolling,  like  a  dread  necessity,  all  whom  circumstances  have  compelled 
to  live  under  its  sway,  hampering  their  action  and  thus  impeding  our 
national  progress.  As  a  political  institution,  it  could  exist  as  a  coordi¬ 
nate  part  only  of  two  forms  of  government,  viz,  the  despotic  and  the 
free;  and  it  could  exist  under  a  free  government  only  where  public 
sentiment,  in  the  most  unrestricted  exercise  of  a  robust  freedom  leading 
to  extravagance  and  licentiousness,  had  swayed  the  thoughts  and  habits 
of  the  people  beyond  the  bounds  and  limits  of  their  own  moderate 
constitutional  provisions.  It  could  exist  under  a  free  government 
only  where  the  people  in  a  period  of  unreasoning  extravagance  had 
permitted  popular  clamor  to  overcome  public  reason  and  had  attempted 
the  impossibility  of  setting  up  permanently,  as  a  political  institution, 
a  social  evil  which  is  opposed  to  moral  law. 

By  reverting  to  the  history  of  the  past,  we  find  that  one  of  the  most 
destructive  wars  on  record,  that  of  the  French  Revolution,  was  origi¬ 
nated  by  the  attempt  to  give  political  character  to  an  institution  which 
was  not  susceptible  of  political  character.  The  church  by  being 
endowed  with  political  power,  with  its  convents,  its  schools,  its  immense 
landed  wealth,  its  associations,  secret  and  open,  became  the  ruling 

Eower  of  the  state,  and  thus  occasioned  a  war  of  more  strife  and 
loodshed  probably  than  any  other  war  which  has  desolated  the  earth. 


20 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Slavery  is  still  less  susceptible  of  political  character  than  was  the 
church.  It  is  as  fit  at  this  moment  for  the  lumber  room  of  the  past  as 
was,  in  1793,  the  monastery,  the  landed  wealth,  the  exclusive  privi¬ 
lege,  etc.,  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  France. 

It  behooves  us  to  consider,  as  a  self-governing  people,  bred  and 
reared,  and  practiced  in  the  habits  of  self-government,  whether  we 
can  not,  whether  we  ought  not  to  revolutionize  slavery  out  of  exist¬ 
ence  without  the  necessity  of  a  conflict  of  arms  like  that  of  the  French 
Revolution. 

Indeed,  we  feel  assured  that  the  moment  slavery  is  abolished,  from 
that  moment  our  Southern  brethren,  every  ten  of  whom  have  probably 
seven  relatives  in  the  North,  would  begin  to  emerge  from  a  hateful 
delirium.  From  that  moment,  relieved  from  imaginary  terrors,  their 
days  become  happy  and  their  nights  peaceable  and  free  from  alarm. 
The  aggregate  amount  of  labor  under  the  new  stimulus  of  fair  compe¬ 
tition  becomes  greater  day  by  day;  property  rises  in  value;  invigorat¬ 
ing  influences  succeed  to  stagnation,  degeneracy,  and  decaj7;  and 
union,  harmony,  and  peace,  to  which  we  have  so  long  been  strangers, 
become  restored  and  bind  us  again  in  the  bonds  of  friendship  and 
amity,  as  when  we  first  began  our  national  career  under  our  glorious 
Government  of  1789. 

Why  do  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  seek  to  change  the  form  of  your 
ancient  Government  ?  Is  it  because  the  growth  of  the  African  element 
of  your  population  has  come  at  length  to  render  a  change  necessary? 
Will  you  permit  the  free  Government  under  which  you  have  thus  far 
lived,  and  which  is  so  well  suited  to  the  development  of  true  man¬ 
hood,  to  be  altered  to  a  narrow  and  belittling  despotism  in  order  to 
adapt  it  to  the  necessities  of  ignorant  slaves  and  the  requirements  of 
their  proud  and  aristocratic  owners?  Will  the  laboring  men  of  the 
South  bend  their  necks  to  the  same  yoke  that  is  united  to  the  slave? 
We  think  not.  We  may  safely  answer  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
arrived  when  our  Southern  brethren,  for  the  mere  sake  of  keeping 
Africans  in  slavery,  will  abandon  their  long-cherished  free  institu¬ 
tions  and  enslave  themselves. 

It  is  the  conviction  of  my  command,  as  a  part  of  the  national  forces  of 
the  United  States,  that  labor — manual  labor — is  inherently  noble;  that 
it  can  not  be  systematically  degraded  by  any  nation  without  ruining 
its  peace,  happiness,  and  power;  that  free  labor  is  the  granite  basis 
on  which  free  institutions  must  rest;  that  it  is  the  right,  the  capital, 
the  inheritance,  the  hope  of  the  poor  man  everywhere;  that  it  is  espe¬ 
cially  the  right  of  five  millions  of  our  fellow-countrymen  in  the  slave 
States,  as  well  as  of  the  four  millions  of  Africans  there,  and  all  our 
efforts,  therefore,  however  small  or  great,  whether  directed  against 
the  interference  of  governments  from  abroad  or  against  rebellious 
combinations  at  home,  shall  be  for  free  labor,  and  our  motto  and  our 
standard  shall  be,  here  and  everywhere  and  on  all  occasions,  “Free 
Labor  and  A  orkingmen’s  Rights.  1  It  is  on  this  basis,  and  this  basis 
alone,  that  our  munificent  Government,  the  asylum  of  the  nations,  can 
be  perpetuated  and  preserved. 

J.  W.  Phelps, 

Brigadier-  General  of  J'olunteers ,  Commanding . 
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Letter from  the Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag -Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S 
Aavy,  regarding,  the  preparation  of  the  TJ.  S.  8.  San  Jacinto  for 
service  as  fag  ship. 


Navy  Department,  December  28,  1861. 

.  kSlR:  Y°ur  communication  of  the  21st  ultimo,  in  relation  to  signals 
signal  books,  etc. ,  was  received,  and  attention  given  thereto. 

*  *  *  *  *  -X- 


The  Department  has  also  received  your  letters  of  the  10th  instant 
acknowledging  confidential  communication,  etc.,  and  relative  to  the 
ships  Empress  and  Cornucopia. 

The  steamer  Scm  Jacinto  is  being  prepared  for  service  as  your  flao-- 
sliip,  and  will  sail  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  month  for  the  Gulf,  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  Niagara. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Gideon  Welles. 


Capture  of  yacht  Gipsey  in  Mississippi  Sound ,  December  28,  1861. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Read,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London. 

F.  S.  S.  New  London,  December  30,  1861. 

Sir:  While  cruising  in  Mississippi  Sound,  about  half  past  2  o’clock 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  instant,  to  the  eastward  of  East  Pasca¬ 
goula,  discovered  a  schooner;  ran  in,  and  fired  a  shot  across  her  bow 
to  heave  her  to. 

The  schooner  was  then  immediately  set  fire  to  and  deserted  b}r  her 
officers  and  crew. 

Sent  boats  and  took  possession,  and  succeeded  in  extinguishing  the 
fire. 

She  proved  to  be  the  yacht  Gipsey ,  loaded  with  cotton  of  the  best 
quality,  and  from  private  letters  found  on  board,  no  doubt  she  intended 
to  run  the  blockade. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  officers  and  crew  on  board  this  vessel 
at  time  of  capture. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon  was  in  sight  at  time  of  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Lsland,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  of  the  8th  instant  I  omitted  to  report 
the  capture,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  of  the  schooner  Gipsey  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
New  London. 


22 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


She  was  discovered  inside  of  Horn  Island  Pass,  wTas  chased  and  over¬ 
taken  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pascagoula,  when  the  crew  deserted  and 
set  fire  to  her;  the  fire,  however,  was  extinguished  before  she  had  sus¬ 
tained  much  injury. 

She  is  of  about  50. tons,  and  was  built  for  a  yacht,  and  is  said  to  be 
remarkably  fast.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  cotton  of  superior  quality , 
it  will  be  shipped  on  board  the  sto reship  Supply. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Bailey ,  IT  S.  Navy ,  regarding  collision  of  IT.  S.  S. 
De  Soto  with  II.  I.  M.  S.  Milan. 


U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  Riven\  December  29, 1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of 
the  armament  of  this  ship. 

The  schooners  Rachel  Seaman  and  Samuel  Rotan  arrived  here  yes¬ 
terday.  I  have  sent  all  my  gang  casks  to  be  filled  with  water  for  the 
Santee  on  board  the  Rachel  Seaman,  and  will  give  her  speedy  dis¬ 
patch.  The  schooner  Sam  Houston  left  here  yesterday  with  a  load  of 
water  for  the  Santee. 

I  am  mounting  a  24-pounder  howitzer  on  the  Samuel  Rotan.  She 
will  prove  a  serviceable  and  efficient  tender  to  this  ship. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  instant,  it  being  very  dark,  a  light  was  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  offing.  I  immediately  ordered  the  De  Soto,  which  was 
here  watering,  to  get  underway  and  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the 
strange  vessel  bearing  it.  Yesterday  she  returned  having  in  tow  the 
French  war  steamer  Milan,  totally  disabled  in  consequence  of  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  collision  with  the  De  Soto.  The  De  Soto  was  also  damaged  in 
her  water  wheel. 

Captain  Cloue,  of  the  Milan,  visited  me  with  his  complaint,  repre¬ 
senting  that  he  was  on  most  important  service  of  the  French  Gov¬ 
ernment,  seeking  the  flag-officer  of  this  squadron,  and  also  had  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Seward,  for  you. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  could  do  no  less  than  order  the  De  Soto  to 
tow  the  Milam  to  Ship  Island,  your  present  anchorage,  and  substitute 
the  tender  gunboat  Samuel  Rotan  on  the  blockade  of  Barataria  during 
her  absence.  1  hope  to  get  your  approval.  Captain  Cloud  has  a  New 
York  paper  of  the  16th  December,  containing  information  of  a  bellig¬ 
erent  nature  from  England,  and  news  that  Charleston  is  in  ashes. 

I  would  like  to  have  the  small  arms  furnished  b}r  your  order  to 
Lieutenant  Buchanan  returned  to  us;  also  six  boarding  pikes  left  in  the 
prize  tender  Ezilda  through  mistake.  No  appearance  of  the  enemy  at 
this  place. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

December  28,  1861. — Commences  and  till  4  a.  m.  fresh  breezes  from 
the  northward  and  eastward  and  overcast.  At  1:15  a.  m.  a  boat  came 
alongside  from  the  Colorado  reporting  a  light  in  sight  to  the  southward 
and  westward  and  orders  for  us  to  proceed  in  chase.  Immediately  called 
all  hands  up  anchor;  hove  up  the  port  anchor  and  steamed  off  to  the 
southward  and  westward;  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  made  all 
preparations  for  action.  As  we  neared  the  stranger,  hoisted  our  night 
distinguishing  signal;  no  reply  after  showing  it  for  twenty  minutes; 
burned  the  Coston  preparatory;  answered  from  the  stranger  with  a 
blue  light;  immediately  thereupon  made  our  number  by  Coston  sig¬ 
nals;  no  reply  Avas  given;  steamed  on  down  toward  her.  At  2  a.  m. 
came  up  with  the  strange  sail,  supposing  her  to  be  at  anchor,  and  in 
passing  under  her  lee  for  the  purpose  of  speaking,  she  apparently  fell 
off  on  board  of  us.  A  collision  ensued,  the  collision  with  her  badly 
damaging  her  port  wheel  and  wheelhouse  and  suffering  a  material 
damage  to  our  starboard  wheel.  Immediately  after  swinging  clear, 
lowered  a  boat  and  boarded  her,  she  proving  to  be  the  French  war 
steamer  Milan ,  and  was  not,  as  at  first  supposed,  at  anchor,  but  drift¬ 
ing;  lay  by  her  during  the  watch.  Mr.  Martine  is  the  senior  of  the 
acting  masters  on  board  this  ship — a  man  of  experience  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  ship.  On  the  night  of  the  28th  of  December  he  was  in 
charge  of  the  forecastle  division,  and  consequently  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  forming  a  correct  judgment  in  regard  to  the  cause  of  the  col¬ 
lision  with  the  Milan. 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  mat¬ 
ters  'pertaining  to  his  command ,  and  transmitting  information 
obtained  from  a  contraband. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  December  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  17th  instant  a  dispatch 
(No.  11)  from  the  anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens,  which  1  forwarded  by 
the  army  transport  steamer  Baltic,  since  which  time  nothing  of  impor¬ 
tance  has  occurred  at  that  place. 

Upon  receiving  information  that  the  Richmond  was  disabled,  I 
ordered  the  steamers  South  Carolina  and  Cuyler  to  Fort  Pickens,  and 
upon  their  arrival  got  underway  in  this  ship  for  this  place,  where  I 
arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  instant.  On  the  way  down  I 
inspected  the  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac ,  now  blockading  Mobile,  assisted 
by  the  steamer  Huntsville. 

I  received  from  Captain  Powell  a  communication  dated  December 
13,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  contraband  from 
whom  he  "obtained  the  information  therein  contained  is  very  intelligent. 
He  is  one  of  five  who  attempted  to  escape  from  the  vicinity  of  lort 
Morgan.  They  started  in  a  boat,  were  pursued,  fired  upon,  two  of 
them  killed  and  two  captured;  this  one  escaped  by  taking  to  the  Avater 
and  concealing  himself  upon  Sand  Island  until  rescued  by  a  boat  from 
tho  PotOTftCLC. 

Having  notified  Brigadier-General  Phelps  that  1  was  instructed  by 
the  Department  to  turn  over  to  him  all  Government  property  on  the 
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island  not  needed  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot,  I  received  a 
visit  from  him  on  the  24th  instant  and  it  was  decided  that  the  transfer 
should  be  made  on  the  26th  instant  at  3  p.  m.,  at  which  time  the  naval 
force  was  withdrawn  from  the  island,  and  the  fort,  ordnance,  and 
ordnance  stores  turned  over  to  the  officer  appointed  by  him  to  take 
charge  of  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant  a  survey  was  held  upon  the  boil¬ 
ers  of  the  Wissahickon ,  and  the  repairs  immediately  commenced, 
superintended  by  Mr.  Long,  chief  engineer  of  this  ship.  I  am  happy 
to  inform  you  that  they  were  completed  more  rapidly  than  was  antici¬ 
pated,  and  that  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant  I  dispatched  her 
to  blockade  Horn  Island  passage. 

I  have  appointed  Lieutenant  James  E.  Jouett,  of  the  Santee ,  to  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  and  Lieutenant  William  E. 
Hopkins,  executive  officer  of  the  sloop  Preble ,  who  is  the  oldest  lieu¬ 
tenant  on  the  station,  to  relieve  Commander  James  Alden  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  steamer  South  Carolina.  Commander  Alden  will  return 
in  the  Rhode  Island. 

I  can  not,  at  this  time,  without  great  detriment  to  the  public  service, 
dispense  with  the  services  of  Commander  M.  Smith,  but,  as  I  do  not 
deem  it  just  to  him  to  deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a 
more  suitable  command,  I  will,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment, 
relieve  and  order  him  to  the  north. 

He  will  probably  return  in  one  of  the  army  steamers. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  the  condition  of  the  steamers  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  South  Carolina,  Huntsville,  and  Mohawk  is  such  that  if  kept 
much  longer  upon  the  station  they  will  be  unlit  to  make  a  passage  to 
the  north. 

I  am  fitting  the  prize  steamer  Henry  Lewis  for  a  gunboat.  She  is 
fitted  for  burning  wood,  but  as  that  can  not  be  obtained  here  in  suffi¬ 
cient  quantities,  I  beg  that  a  supply  of  bituminous  coal  may  be  sent 
to  this  place  for  her  use  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  small  prize 
steamer  Anna  I  contemplate  using  as  a  towboat  in  the  sound,  in  which 
capacity  she  will  be  very  serviceable. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Commander  Smith,  dated 
the  19th  instant,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  all  communication 
between  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  by  way  of  the  sound  is  completely 
broken  up. 

I  regret  to  say  that  1  have  received  a  communication  from  Captain 
Henry  Eagle,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Santee,  off  Galveston,  stating 
that  he  has  serious  fears  for  the  safety  of  one  of  his  tenders,  the 
schooner  Anna  Taylor.  He  dispatched  her  to  the  South  WTest  Pass  of 
the  Mississippi  for  a  supply  of  water  on  the  18th  of  November  and 
she  has  not  since  been  heard  from.  He  also  states  that  the  Santee  is 
very  short  of  water. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  steamer  with  a  large  condensing 
apparatus  be  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  vessels  that  are 
not  furnished  with  condensers.  The  steamer  would  be  useful  as  a 
dispatch  vessel  and  in  conveying  stores,  etc.  Should  this  not  be  done, 
I  would  recommend  that  condensers  be  furnished  to  the  sailing  frigates’ 

On  the  25th  instant  I  received  a  communication  from  Captain 
Powell,  reporting  that  the  Huntsville  had  been  attacked  on  the  pre¬ 
vious  day  by  a  rebel  steamer  of  much  superior  force,  supposed  to  be 
the  Strike,  but  had  beaten  her  off  without  loss.  Commander  Price 
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could  not  follow  up  the  advantage  on  account  of  the  reef,  the  Strike 
being  inside  of  the  harbor.  For  the  particulars  of  the  engagement  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  communication*  of  Captain  Powell  and 
the  report  f  of  Commander  Cicero  Price,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

I  regret  to  report  that  this  morning  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto ,  Com¬ 
mander  Walker,  arrived  at  this  place,  having  in  tow  the  French  brig 
of  war  Milan ,  which  vessel  was  much  injured  by  a  collision  with  the 
De  Soto  off  the  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  j  River]. 

The  commander  of  the  French  vessel,  Captain  Cloue,  visited  me  and 
greatly  censured  Commander  Walker.  I  have  requested  him  to  address 
me  in  writing,  stating  the  circumstances  under  which  the  accident 
occurred.  I  have  also  called  upon  Commander  Walker  for  a  report, 
but  not  as  yet  having  received  either,  and  not  wishing  to  detain  the 
Rhode  Island ,  I  will  forward  copies  of  both  communications  by  the 
next  mail. 

The  commander  of  the  French  vessel  presented  for  my  perusal  an 
original  communication  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Henry  Mercier,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  a  French 
war  vessel,  to  be  designated  by  him,  will  be  permitted  to  communicate 
with  New  Orleans  and  to  carry  thence  a  party  of  French  citizens  as 
delegates  to  Havana  for  the  purpose  of  chartering  vessels  to  remove 
a  number  of  French  subjects  from  New  Orleans  to  France,  and  that 
the  blockading  squadron  will  be  instructed  to  facilitate  her  operations. 
I  have  as  yet  received  no  instructions  from  the  Department  on  this 
subject,  but  I  feel  authorized  to  allow  the  commander  of  the  Milan  to 
communicate  with  New  Orleans,  and  as  he  is  very  anxious  to  do  so, 
and  unwilling  to  await  the  repairs  of  his  vessel  that  he  may  proceed 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  I  shall  probably  arrange  for  him  to 
communicate  under  a  flag  of  truce  from  this  place. 

I  have  sent  our  engineers  and  carpenters  on  board  of  the  Milan  to 
make  such  repairs  as  are  practicable  with  the  means  at  my  disposal, 
and  hope  that  they  will  be  able  so  far  to  repair  the  injuries  she  has 
sustained  that  she  can  steam  to  Havana.  Should  this  not  be  done,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  dispatch  one  of  our  steamers  to  convoy  and  tow 
her  to  that  port. 

This  is  a  most  unfortunate  occurrence,  for  the  De  Soto  is  also  seri¬ 
ously  injured. 

The  chief  engineer  of  this  ship  thinks,  however,  that  she  can  be 
repaired  so  as  to  steam,  though  at  much  diminished  speed,  and  I  shall 
order  her  immediately  back  to  her  station,  where  she  must  remain 
until  a  vessel  can  be  sent  out  to  relieve  her. 

1  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  I  do  not  consider  any  point,  with  the 
exception  of  Mississippi  Sound  and  Pensacola,  properly  guarded,  and 
that  unless  a  number  of  light-draft  steamers  are  sent  out  with  dispatch 
it  is  my  conviction  that  large  quantities  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
will  be  landed. 

I  have  information  of  small  vessels  running  in  and  out  at  Berwick 
and  various  points  on  the  Texan  coast,  which,  owing  to  the  shoalness 
of  the  water,  it  is  impossible  to  guard  effectively  with  the  vessels  now 
at  my  command.  The  light-draft  steamers,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Ilatteras  (blockading  Apalachicola),  are  employed  in  Mississippi 


*  See  pp.  11, 12. 


f  See  p.  11. 
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Sound,  and  can  not  be  withdrawn,  as  the  enemy  have,  to  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  five  gunboats  heavily  armed,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  others 
that  we  have  not  }"et  seen. 

I  also  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that,  owing  to  the  breaking  down  of 
the  Richmond  and  Mississippi  and  the  very  inefficient  condition  of  the 
steamers  Massachusetts ,  South  Carolina ,  Huntsville ,  and  Mohawk ,  the 
squadron  is  in  reality  weaker  than  it  was  two  months  since. 

The  South  West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River  is  guarded  by  the 
frigate  Colorado ,  the  North  East  Pass  by  the  sloop  Vincennes ,  and  the 
Pass  a  l’Outre  by  the  steamer  Mississippi  and  bark  Kingfisher'.  The 
Preble ,  having  repaired  her  rudder,  sailed  this  morning  to  blockade 
the  South  Pass.  I  consider  it  highly  important,  however,  that  a  light 
steamer  should  also  be  stationed  at  the  South  West  Pass  and  Pass 
a  l’Outre,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  fast  steamer  getting  by  the  heavy 
ships,  she  might  be  pursued. 

1  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general  order*  read  on  the  quarter¬ 
deck  of  each  vessel  attached  to  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  December *  13,  1861. 

Commodore:  Since  I  closed  my  letter  of  the  10th  I  have  ques¬ 
tioned  my  contraband  more  at  leisure.  He  was  cold,  wet,  hungry,  and 
flurried  at  first,  but  is  now  self-possessed,  and  narrates  more  distinctly 
what  he  knows. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  and  may  be  useful  to  you  to  know  what 
he  has  to  say: 

1.  That  Bragg  comes  to  Fort  Morgan  often. 

2.  That  in  all  there  are  about  3,000  troops  of  all  arms. 

3.  Maury  is  commander  of  the  fort — late  Captain  Maury,  of  the 
U.  S.  Army. 

4.  Withers  is  commanding  general  of  the  posts. 

s  5.  That  the  work  we  see  going  on  on  the  ramparts  is  the  dismount¬ 
ing  of  the  old  guns  and  substitution  of  rifle  guns  of  large  caliber  as 
they  are  received. 

6.  That  they  have  about  sixty  of  those  last  mounted  on  Fort  Morgan 
and  the  crest  of  the  coast  line  up  to  the  cove  and  beyond,  say,  4  or  5 
miles  looking  seaward. 

7.  That  the  interior  faces  of  the  defenses  have  been  neglected;  few 
guns  bear  upon  the  bay. 

8.  That  Fort  Morgan  has  been  rendered  bombproof  by  elaborate 
works  for  the  protection  of  the  magazine  and  casemates,  barbette  guns, 
etc.,  by  traverses. 

9.  That  he  overheard  the  conversation  of  Generals  Withers,  Maury, 
and  others.  The  general  repeated  that  3,000  men  ought  to  be  able  to 
hold  Fort  Morgan,  to  which  Maury  assented  doubtfully;  rather  thinks 
not. 
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10.  The  garrison  is  composed  of  mixed  troops,  many  of  from  11  to 
18 — Irish  for  the  most  part — some  gentlemen,  and  from  th i r  tv  to  forty 
Union  men  pressed  into  the  service  who  will  not  fight  if  they  can  help 
it;  want  to  get  away. 

11.  Fort  Gaines  is  weak,  about  180  or  200  men  in  it,  though  he  has 
not  been  there  lately.  It  is  walled,  has  eight  or  ten  guns;  they  are 
working  at  it  vigorously  to  strengthen  it;  have  removed  the  outbuild¬ 
ings,  helped  to  do  it  himself;  has  sand  outworks  or  curtains. 

12.  The  only  armed  vessel  in  the  bay  is  a  revenue  cutter  and  some 
barges  with  boat  guns. 

13.  The  Florida ,  steam  gunboat,  is  in  dock  under  repair  from  the 
thrashing  Smith  gave  her;  she  could  scarcely  be  kept  afloat;  two  shells 
exploded  on  deck,  killing  several;  one  went  througn  abaft  the  wheel, 
which  nearly  sunk  her. 

11.  Two  steam  rams  are  building  at  Mobile;  one  will  be  read}7  by 
the  1st  of  January,  the  other  in  March.  Engines  of  powerful  high- 
pressure  boats  are  to  be  put  into  them  (in  one  of  them),  with  addi¬ 
tional  boilers  to  insure  high  speed;  sides  and  deck,  the  last  like  a 
shield  deck,  to  be  covered  with  iron  to  glance  or  resist  shot,  and  guns 
to  fire  on  striking.  Great  hopes  are  entertained  of  success. 

15.  The  New  Orleans  steam  ram  was  so  much  dislocated  by  the 
blow  on  the  Richmond  that  she  went  into  dock  for  repairs  and 
improvements. 

16.  Some  hundred  and  ten  or  twenty  river  and  sound  steamers  are 
laid  up  in  the  creek  above  Mobile  and  at  various  places  up  the  river; 
some  at  Montgomery,  inclusive;  very  few  other  vessels  at  Mobile. 

17.  Is  certain  that  the  Miramon  is  in  the  bay  as  a  passage  boat  now 
and  then. 

18.  The  sound  (or  lake  boats  as  he  calls  them)  boats,  mail  boats, 
inclusive,  have  been  withdrawn  and  are  at  Mississippi  City  or  Mobile, 
etc. 

19.  There  is  a  telegraph  at  Fort  Morgan;  the  wires  are  on  posts, 
passing  by  the  cove  along  the  bay  coast  to  Blakely,  and  is  in  active 
communication. 

20.  He  says  that  there  are  few  troops  at  Mobile,  if  any,  but  a  com¬ 
pany  or  more  is  stationed  at  Grant’s  Pass  fort,  which  is  small  and 
thoroughly  sheltered  by  sand  bags,  thickly  piled  over  sloping  timber 
casemates.  Another  company,  perhaps  about  80  or  90  men,  are  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Portersville.  There  is  no  coast  railway  from  Mobile  to  New 
Orleans,  but  that,  when  the  water  route  shall  be  closed,  trade  takes 
the  rail  from  Mobile  to  its  junction  with  the  New  Orleans  and  Jack- 
son  Kailroad. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  }7our  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara. 


U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Ship  Island ,  December  19 ,  1861. 

Sir:  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  }7ou  that  since  my  last  report 
of  the  operations  in  Mississippi  Sound  no  freight  steamboats  or  sail¬ 
ing  vessels  have  ventured  to  make  their  appearance  in  these  waters. 
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On  the  11th  instant  the  gunboats  Oregon  and  Pamlico ,  from  the 
westward,  and  the  Gray  Cloud  and  Florida ,  from  the  eastward, 
attempted  to  make  a  connection,  but  all  four  were  turned  back  by 
the  Massachusetts  and  Few  London  without  communicating.  A  few 
shots  were  exchanged,  and  one  from  the  New  London  was  thought  to 
have  struck  the  stern  of  the  Oregon,  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  these 
war  vessels,  as  they  seem  to  have  more  confidence  in  their  motive 
power  than  in  their  guns. 

Since  the  skirmish  referred  to,  the  Confederate  gunboats  have  dis¬ 
appeared  and  rebel  flags  are  in  no  direction  discernible  from  the 
masthead. 

Most  respectively,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Welch,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  schooner 
Kittatinny,  regarding  the  seizure  of  a  pilot. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny, 

Off  Raccoon  Point,  in  12  feet  water ,  December  30,  1862. 

Sir:  At  your  suggestion,  on  my  arrival  here  I  adopted  the  best 
means  at  my  command  to  secure  the  person  of  the  rebel  pilot 
residing  at  this  point.  On  the  25th  instant  I  landed  an  armed  force 
and  captured  him,  and  he  is  now  held  as  prisoner  on  board  the 
Kittatinny. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Welch, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Welch,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  recognition  of  the 
claims  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny  in  capture  of  schooner  by 
the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny, 

Off  Raccoon  Point,  in  12  feet  water,  December  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  was  induced,  from  information  gleaned  by  the  rebel  pilot 
now  held  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Kittatinny,  to  land  another  armed 
party  in  hopes  of  capturing  Captain  Shepperd,  commanding  the  rebel 
steamer  Mobile.  The  officers  in  charge  had  orders,  in  case  of  necessity, 
to  fire  the  pilot’s  house  to  warn  us  of  approaching  danger,  in  order 
that  the  schooner  could  stand  in  and  cover  their  retreat.  The  night 
passed  without  any  occurrence  of  note,  but  on  the  following  day^at 
2  p.  m.,  a  dense  smoke  was  seen  rising  from  the  roof  of  one  of  the 
houses.  I  immediately  stood  in  as  far  as  my  draft  would  permit  and 
discovered  a  schooner  inside  the  bay  steering  to  the  northward. 
Being  apprehensive  that  she  was  a  rebel  gunboat,  I  dispatched  the 
second  cutter  to  assist  the  first,  which  was  seen  pulling  toward  the 
schooner.  It  being  hazy  inshore,  the  boats  were  lost  sight  of  for  some 
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time.  _  The  schooner’s  sails  were  lowered  and  the  boats  were  soon  seen 
leturninp*  to  the  schoouor.  rI  h a 


soon  seen 


^  ,  i  LV.VI  KIUIU  UJ.1V,  ilCl  V  IIJM 

become  exhausted  they  returned  to  the  Be  Soto's  luggers,  lying-  in 
back  ot  Isle  Derniere  (the  officers  of  which  were  not  aware  of  the 
proximity  of  the  schooner),  to  request  them  to  tow  them  to  the  rebel 
schooner.  They  immediately  hove  up  and  made  sail,  but  peremptorily 
refused  to  let  them  tow  or  take  any  part  in  the  capture.  I  most 
respectfully  ask  your  consideration  for  the  claims  of  my  gallant  officers 
and  crew,  who  have  worked  with  zeal,  but  without  success,  and  who 
had  the  mortification  of  beating  the  bush  while  the  Be  Soto  bagged 
the  game.  The  report  of  guns  being  reported  to  me  after  nightfall, 
and  being  apprehensive  that  the  Be  Soto's  boats  had  fallen  in  with  the 
rebel  gunboat  that  is  cruising  in  shoal  water,  1  bore  up  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  Montgomery  at  Shell  Keys  and  arrived  the  following 
morning.  On  reporting  to  Captain  Jouett  he  promptly  took  me  in 
tow  with  the  design,  if  any  mishap  had  occurred  to  the  prize  or  the 
Be  Soto's  boats,  and  they  were  still  in  the  shoal  waters  of  the  bay,  to 
cut  them  out  with  the  boats  of  the  two  vessels.  On  arrival  here  a 
reconnoissance  was  made,  but  when  the  Connecticut  arrived  shortly 
after,  she  reported  the  safe  arrival  of  the  luggers  and  the  prize  at  the 
De  Soto's  anchorage. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Geo.  E.  Welch, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  extract  of 
report  from  Captain  Eagle ,  U  S.  Navy ,  denying  the  statement 
regarding  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  of  Galveston. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 
Ship  Island ,  Becember  31 , 1861. 


Sir:  In  my  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  communication  received  from  the  commander  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty’s  ship  Besperate ,  I  informed  you  that  I  called  upon  Captain 
Henry  Eagle  to  report  whether  he  had  at  any  time  been  absent  from 
his  station. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  letter  in  reply: 

On  the  day  mentioned  in  his  communication,  smoke  was  seen  as  if  from  a  steamer’s 
smokestack  to  the  southward  and  westward,  but  too  far  off  for  us  to  be  certain  of  it. 

His  statement,  I  presume,  is  correct,  but  when  lie  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
port  of  Galveston  is  not  effectually  blockaded,  and  says  it  will  be  his  duty  to  report 
it  to  his  superior  officer,  and  makes  a  report  to  my  commanding  officer,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  expose  his  ignorance  in  not  knowing  where  the  ship  channel  is. 

This  ship  guards  the  entrance  of  the  channel  into  Galveston  Harbor,  and  the 
blockade  of  the  port  of  Galveston  has  been  effectual  since  our  anchorage  here  on  the 
17th  of  September  last. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N avy ,  Washington,  B.  C. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  McKean.,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding  officer 

of  H.  1.  M.  S.  Milan,  regarding  injuries  sustained  by  that  vessel  in 

collision  with  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  December  31,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  day’s  date,  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  my 
Government. 

1  deeply  regret  the  unfortunate  occurrence  to  which  it  refers,  and 
beg  you  to  believe  that  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  mitigate  the  annoyance  and  obviate  the  inconvenience  to 
which  it  has  subjected  you. 

The  injuries  sustained  by  your  vessel  shall  be  immediately  repaired 
so  far  as  practicable  with  the  limited  means  at  my  disposal  at  this 
place. 

1  have  not,  as  yet,  received  instructions  from  my  Government  upon 
the  subject  of  your  mission,  but  under  the  circumstances  I  will  take 
the  responsibility  of  sanctioning  its  prosecution,  and  will  place  at  your 
disposal  a  steamer  to  convey  you,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  as  near  as 
possible  to  Fort  Pike,  from  whence  I  presume  you  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  procuring  a  conveyance  to  New  Orleans. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Capitaine  de  Fregate  G.  Cloue, 

Commanding  French  Brig  of  T Far  Milan ,  Ship  Island. 


Appearance  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Manassas  in  Pass  a  V  Outre,  January 

1,  1862. 

Report  of  Captain  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  two  Confederate  steamers  seen  in 

Pass  a  1’ Outre,  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Mississippi, 

Off  Pass  a  0  Outre,  January  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  enemy  steamers  were  seen 
in  the  Pass  yesterday;  one  of  them  a  ram  of  large  dimensions  (about 
1,000  tons),  cigar  shaped,  with  a  shield  deck,  and  heavy  guns  in  the 
extremities.  The  ram  steamer  laid  all  day,  till  nearly  night,  in  the 
North  Pass,  and  then  joined  the  other  at  Pilot  Town.  After  dark, 
seeing  a  light  in  the  Pass,  and  supposing  an  attack  was  intended,  I 
shifted  my  berth,  towing  the  Kingfisher  out.  Under  the  impression 
that  the  enemy  meditate  an  attack  upon  our  blockading  forces  here 
very  soon,  I  have  to  request  you  will  reinforce  me. 

I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  repel  an  attack,  and  always  have  the  vessel 
ready  for  any  emergency,  but  the  crippled  state  of  the  engines  prevents 
rapid  movement,  and  in  the  event  of  an  engagement  would  embarrass 
me  very  much. 

Sailing  vessels  are  worse  than  useless  here,  except  for  offshore  cruising, 
They  are  utterly  helpless  in  a  calm,  as  was  the  case  last  night  when  I 
was  obliged  to  take  the  Kingfisher  in  tow. 
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If  the  enemy  have  rams  and  ironclad  vessels  we  should  have  them 
too  in  order  to  cope  with  them  on  equal  terms. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  Captain. 

Comdg.  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron ,  U  S.  Frigate  Niagara. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  February  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  A.  gentleman  who  has  just  arrived  from  New  Orleans  reports 
that  the  ram  Manassas  went  down  and  grounded,  he  thinks,  at  Pass  a 
1  Outre  for  thirty  hours,  in  sight  of  a  United  States  vessel.  You  will 
please  make  enquiry  and  report  to  the  Department  if  such  was  the  fact, 
and  if  so,  the  particulars. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  T Vest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Ship  Island. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Mississippi. 


U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Ship  Island ,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Department  requiring  me 
to  investigate  the  facts  connected  with  the  Confederate  ram  Manassas 
as  being  on  shore  thirty  hours,  and  your  ship  in  sight.  Please  send 
your  explanation  of  the  affair  and  your  reasons  for  not  attacking  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-  Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

U.  S.  S.  Mississippi. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Captain  Selfridge, 
IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

South  West  Pass ,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  explanation  of  Captain  Self  ridge  in 
relation  to  the  ram  lying  on  shore  at  Pass  a  l’Outre. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mississippi, 

At  Sea ,  March  7,  186 8. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  February  26,  to  send  you  an 
explanation  in  regard  to  seeing  a  Confederate  ram  in  Pass  a  1  Outre, 
and  my  reasons  for  not  attacking  her,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  statement: 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  at  daylight,  a  Confederate  steamer  was 
reported  by  the  officer  of  the  deck  1  y  i ng  in  the  North  Pass.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  went  on  deck.  The  steamer  was  lying  with  steam  up  about  -A 
miles  olf,  behind  a  point  of  land  concealing  her  hull  nearly  from  view, 
only  disclosing  the  upper  part  of  the  deck,  smokestack,  and  flag. 

She  remained  there  till  3  p.  m.,when  she  moved  out  from  under  the 
land,  at  which  time  we  discovered  her  to  be  a  ram,  and  moved  up  the 
Pass  a  l’Outre  as  far  as  the  pilot  village,  joining  there  another  steamer. 

Supposing  the  ram  intended  to  come  out  under  cover  of  the  dark 
to  make  an  attack,  I  told  the  commander  of  the  bark  Kingfisher  to 
get  underway  at  a  little  after  dusk  and  make  an  offing,  at  the  same 
time  saying  to  him  that  I  intended  changing  the  position  of  this  vessel 
to  prevent  any  attempt  to  attack  me. 

While  we  were  both  heaving  up  the  Kingfisher  made  the  signal  of 
a  light  in  the  Pass,  and  soon  after,  drifting  with  the  current,  it  being 
calm,  within  hail,  the  captain  asked  me  to  give  him  a  tow.  As  soon 
as  my  anchor  was  up  I  lowered  a  boat,  took  a  hawser  to  the  bark, 
and  towed  her  out  some  half  mile  or  more,  casting  off  when  a  light 
breeze  sprung  up.  I  then  stood  in  to  the  northward  and  westward 
until  I  arrived  in  about  the  same  depth  of  water  I  left,  and  where  I 
judged  myself  to  be  a  little  to  the  northward  of  my  former  berth, 
and  about  the  same  distance,  less  than  a  mile  from  the  bar. 

I  anchored  with  a  short  scope,  ready  to  slip  in  a  moment;  the  guns 
were  cast  loose  and  everything  prepared  for  action;  no  hammocks  were 
below,  one  watch  lying  at  their  quarters  and  the  other  on  the  berth 
deck;  a  most  vigilant  lookout  was  kept,  and  I  was  up  and  on  the  alert. 
The  next  morning  1  got  underway  before  daylight  and  anchored  as 
near  as  possible  to  my  old  berth,  feeling  the  way  by  the  lead. 

My  reasons  for  not  attacking  the  ram  were  that  she  was  beyond  the 
range  of  my  guns,  and  it  was  impossible  to  go  into  the  Pass.  To 
attack  the  ram  with  boats  Avhich  I  could  not  have  covered  with  my 
guns  would  have  been  extreme  temerity  on  my  part,  and  would  have 
probably  resulted  in  great  loss  and  defeat. 

Some  time  during  January  2  both  steamers  were  seen  by  their  smoke 
from  aloft  (it  being  foggy),  going  up  the  river. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  Confederate  steamer  was  thirty  hours  aground 
in  sight  of  this  vessel.  We  saw  her  lying  under  the  point  of  land 
referred  to  nine  hours  only,  and  her  being  aground  is  mere  surmise, 
as  I  could  detect  no  good  evidence  of  it. 

Some  of  the  rebels  tired  a  house  near  the  light-house,  which,  I 
imagine,  was  done  to  draw  this  vessel’s  tire  to  discover  our  caliber  and 
range,  but  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  gratify  them. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Captain . 

Flag-officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Abstract  log  U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

Januwry  1,  1862. — At  daylight  made  a  steamer  lying  inside  Pass  a 
.t.re  ^gut-house.  From  8  to  12  the  rebel  steamer  still  in  the  same 
position.  At  11: 30,  10.  men  were  seen  coming  down  the  wharf  at  the 
light-house.  They  got  into  a  boat  and  pulled  around  the  point  toward 
tho  iiont,  wheie  tli o  steamer  lay?  and  immediately  after  the  house  was 
seen  to  be  in  flames.  At  12  noon  the  steamer  was  seen  to  be  in  the 
same  position  and  the  house  burned  to  the  ground.  The  rebel  steamer 
steamed  up  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  and  there  remained  at  4  p.  m. 
At  5,  two  rebel  steamers  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes. 


Report  of  Commander  Alden ,  II.  S.  JVdvy,  regarding  the  bombardment 
of  Forts  McRee  and  Barrancas ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Of  Fort  Pickens ,  January  2,  1862. 

8>ir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  I  transferred  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  South  Carolina  last  evening  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Hopkins. 

The  bombardment  commenced  again  yesterday  at  3  p.  m.,  brought 
on  by  Colonel  Brown's  tiring  on  the  little  tug  as  she  attempted  to  make 
a  landing  at  the  [Pensacola]  navy  yard.  She  turned,  however,  very 
quickly  and  proceeded  up  the  bay.  Soon  after  the  firing  became  pretty 
general,  but  rather  slow  on  both  sides.  The  Rhode  Island  arrived  just 
as  the  firing  commenced,  and  at  the  request  of  Colonel  Brown  she  holds 
on  for  results.  To  proceed  with  my  narrative  of  the  bombardment: 
At  sunset  Fort  Pickens  ceased  firing,  but  just  before  10  o’clock  opened 
again,  and  in  a  moment  the  navy  yard  was  in  flames.  After  that  1  think 
there  was  no  more  firing  from  Pickens  or  the  other  side  till  daylight, 
when  Colonel  Brown  threw  a  couple  of  shells  into  the  navy  yard,  which 
was  not  replied  to  till  about  9  o’clock;  since  then  occasionally  we  hear 
a  gun.  We  are  unable  to  tell  what  damage  has  been  done  to  the  yard 
on  account  of  a  dense  fog,  which  is  now,  however  (10  o’clock  a.  m.), 
clearing  up,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  sufficiently  so  before  Captain  Stell- 
wagen  leaves  to  be  able  to  carry  you  some  information  in  regard  to  it. 

I  will  add,  before  closing,  that  Colonel  Brown  informs  me  that  they 
have  decided  to  evacuate  Galveston,  it  being  considered  untenable. 
The  Soledad  Cos ,  alias  Anna  Taylor ,  I  see  by  the  papers,  was  wrecked 
at  the  Sabine  Pass,  and  the  crew,  nine  in  number,  with  the  mate  in 
charge,  were  taken  prisoners  by  Lieutenant  Shepperd,  rebel  Navy,  and 
carried  to  New  Orleans.  I  am  told  the  Mobile  has  gotten  out,  but 
doubt  it  much.  I  think  our  people  were  taken  in  that  launch  I  told 
you  about.  I  write,  as  you  will  perceive,  in  great  haste,  and  trust 
you  will  excuse  it,  as  Captain  Stellwagen  wants  to  be  off.  With  many 
thanks  for  your  kind  note,  and  in  the  hope  of  seeing  you  again  soon, 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Buchanan,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  surrender 

of  the  town  of  Biloxi,  Miss. 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Lewis, 

Off  Ship  Island ,  January  2,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  of  December ,1861, 
1  got  underway  by  order  of  Commander  Smith,  he  having  previously 
come  on  board  with  the  marine  guards  of  the  Niagara  and  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  a  gun’s  crew  of  sailors.  The  marines  were  commanded  by 
First  Lieutenant  George  Butler  and  the  sailors  by  Acting  Master 
Ryder.  I  stood  across  the  sound,  in  company  with  the  Water  Witch 
and  New  London ,  toward  the  town  of  Biloxi. 

On  arriving  outside  the  bar,  I  came  to  anchor  in  6  feet  of  water, 
when  Commander  Smith,  accompanied  by  Acting  Master  Ryder,  went 
inside  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  and  to  demand  a  surrender 
of  the  place  and  free  navigation  of  the  waters,  informing  them  that 
we  were  determined  to  have  it  anyway,  and  should  we  open  fire  on  the 
town,  there  would  be  great  destruction  of  property  and  life,  which  we 
wished  to  avoid.  His  demands  were  acceded  to,  when  he  returned  to 
this  ship. 

I  then  got  underway,  crossed  the  bar,  and  anchored  in  6  feet  of 
water  close  to  the  light-house  and  to  a  small  battery  the  rebels  had 
erected.  I  sent  two  boats  on  shore,  one  under  command  of  Acting 
Master  Ryder  and  one  under  Midshipman  [E.  T.]  Woodward,  to  bring 
off  the  guns  forming  the  battery,  which  was  done  as  expeditiously  as 
possible  and  without  molestation. 

The  guns  are  both  of  iron,  and  were  mounted  on  rough  wooden 
carriages,  made  evidently  in  Biloxi.  The  largest  gun  is  a  9-pounder, 
weighing  1,300  pounds,  and  the  smaller  one  a  6-pounder,  weighing 
about  800  pounds.  No  ammunition  was  found  with  them. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  sent  Acting  Master  Freeman  with  a  boat’s 
crew  of  12  men  to  capture  a  schooner  which  was  beating  up  behind 
Deer  Island.  After  a  pull  of  about  an  hour  and  a  half  he  succeeded 
in  boarding  her  and  brought  her  down  past  the  toAvn  of  Biloxi,  when 
I  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Ship  Island.  I  then  got  underway  and 
rejoined  the  Water  Witch  and  New  London ,  who  were  unable  to  come 
inside  on  account  of  their  draft  of  water,  when  we  all  returned  to  this 
place. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  found  the  schooner  we  had  captured  to  be  the 
Captain  Spedden ,  of  New  Orleans,  Francisco  Martinez,  master  and 
sole  owner.  She  is  of  34|f  tons  burden,  and  has  on  board  27,500  feet 
of  hard-pine  lumber.  All  the  papers  found  on  board  are  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  Acting  Master  Johnson,  of  the  New  London. 

Acting  Master  Wiggin  was  on  board  this  ship  and  piloted  her  into 
Biloxi. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  McKean  Buchanan, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


GULP  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


35 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy 
regarding  the  U.  S.  vessels  Bohio  and  Richmond.  ^ 

Navt  Department,  January  3 ,  1862. 
Yourchspatch  No.  11,  dated  the  17th  ultimo,  has  been  received, 
the  L .  b.  brig  Bo/uo ,  Acting  Master  William  D.  Gregory,  is  about 
to  sail  from  New  lork,  under  orders  to  join  your  squadron. 

the  Gulf  ^  lS'  ^chrnond  will  be  immediately  repaired  and  return  to 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ui  off  Txr  .  _  _  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Selfridqe , 
ff.  ^  *  -Nttvy ,  regarding  the  blockade  of  Pass  a  V  Outre.  3fiss issivvi 
stiver .  11 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  f  1862. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  2d  instant  is  received.  1  send  the 
steamer  Mercedita  to  aid  in  the  blockade.  Keep  both  vessels  close  in 
to  the  bai ,  so  that  you  may  have  a  raking*  fire  if  the  rebels  attempt  to 
cross  with  the  ram  or  any  other  steamers. 

It  appears  to  me  impossible  that  any  force  at  their  disposal  can  cross 
the  bar  in  the  face  of  the  battery  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mercedita  if 
kept  close  in.  The  Kmgfsher  I  shall  employ  elsewhere.  The  Preble 
is  ordered  to  guard  the  South  Pass. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Stellwagen , 
U.  7!.  Navy ,  regarding  the  enforcement  of  the  blockade  of  Pass  a 
V  Outre ,  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  Captain  Self  ridge,  in  the  steamer  Mississippi , 
to  Fort  Pickens.  You  will  therefore,  as  the  senior  officer  off  the  Pass  a 
l’Outre,  enforce  a  rigid  blockade  of  that  Pass.  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Nichols,  in  the  IT.  S.  gunboat  Winona ,  will  report  to  you  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  this  service. 

I  have  received  information  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  run  out 
the  steamer  Webb  loaded  with  cotton.  This  will  probably  be  done  in 
foggy  weather.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  keep  the  vessels  as 
close  in  to  the  bar  as  possible,  and  in  •  foggy  weather  and  when  the 
nights  are  dark,  keep  a  guard  boat  at  the  entrance  of  the  Pass.  You 
will  at  night  keep  one  watch  on  deck  and  everything  in  readiness  for 
immediate  action.  The  sloop  Vincennes  is  off  the  North  East  and  the 
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Preble  off  the  South  Pass.  As  they  will  he  in  sight  from  your  anchor¬ 
age,  you  will  be  able  to  aid  in  the  event  of  their  being  attacked.. 

You  will  have  the  bar  carefully  sounded  and  buoyed,  that  in  the 
event  of  any  of  the  rebel  steamers  appearing  in  the  river  you  can  cross 
and  attack  them. 

Captain  T.  Bailey,  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado ,  is  blockading  the  South 
W  est  Pass. 

No  neutral  vessel  proceeding  toward  a  blockade  port,  unless  having 
on  board  articles  contraband  of  war,  is  to  be  captured  or  detained  if 
she  shall  not  have  received  a  specific  notification  of  the  blockade,  but 
you  will  capture  all  vessels  attempting  to  enter  such  blockaded  port 
after  having  been  notified.  The  notification  is  to  be  endorsed  upon  the 
register  and  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel  by  the  cruiser  which 
meets  her,  together  with  the  date  when  and  the  latitude  and  longitude 
where  boarded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita ,  off  Pass  a  V  Outre. 


Report  of  Commander  Sioartwout ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship 

Portsmouth ,  regarding  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Key  1  Vest,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Portsmouth, 
Harbor  of  Key  West ,  January  6 ,  186%. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  }’ou  that  we  arrived  at  this  port 
yesterday  morning,  after  a  pleasant  passage  of  nineteen  days  from 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  officers  and  crew  all  well.  I  was  compelled  to 
touch  at  this  place  in  order  to  get  a  supply  of  good  water,  as  the  water 
in  our  tanks  proved  to  be  very  muddy  and  offensive,  so  much  so  that 
the  surgeon  of  this  vessel  was  of  the  opinion  that  drinking  it  would 
be  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  ship’s  company.  I  ordered  a  survey 
upon  this  water,  and  the  report  of  the  surveying  officers  is  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  surgeon.  As  soon  as  I  can 
have  the  tanks  cleaned  out  and  refilled  with  wholesome  water  I  shall 
sail  for  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  -where,  I  have  been  informed 
since  my  arrival  here,  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean  is  at  present. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  finding  and  sentence  of  eleven  men  tried  by 
summary  courts-martial. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  SwARTWOUT, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Eagle ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Trathen ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  Midnight ,  to  attack  Confederate  bat¬ 
teries  at  Pass  Cavallo  and  Velasco. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex. ,  January  6,  186%. 
Sir:  The  two  long  32-pounders  which  we  put  on  board  your  vessel 
on  the  4th  instant  will  add  greatly  to  her  efficiency.  As  soon  as  ready 
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you  will  proceed  to  the  southward  in  the  execution  of  the  flag-officer’s 
orders,  and  return  in  time  to  obtain  fresh  provisions  from  the  supply 
steamer.  On  your  arrival  at  Pass  Cavallo  you  will  fire  a  few  rounds 
at  the  rebel  batteries  at  that  place,  keeping  out  of  range  of  their  guns, 
lour  object  will  be  to  ascertain  the  number,  caliber,  and  range  of  their 
guns,  and  to  induce  them  to  expend  their  ammunition.  If  you  can 
destroy  the  batteries,  you  will  do  so,  but  be  careful  in  the  expenditure 
of  your  ammunition  and  keep  out  of  range  of  their  guns,  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  sustaining  injury  to  your  vessel.  At  Velasco  there  is  a 
battery,  and  3?°u  may  make  a  demonstration  upon  it,  being  governed 
by  the  foregoing  instructions.  I  have  no  orders  to  j ustify  me  in  author¬ 
izing  you  to  fire  upon  a  defenseless  town,  but  I  am  anxious  to  have  you 
destroy  any  barracks  or  encampments  that  you  can,  keeping  in  view 
the  foregoing  instructions. 

The  schooner  gunboat  Rachel  Seaman  will  accompany  you  and 
cooperate  with  you,  subject  to  )'our  orders.  I  wish  her  to  return  to 
this  anchorage  in  ten  days.  I  give  you  these  instructions,  believing 
that  the  range  of  your  guns  is  greater  than  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  James  Trathen, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Midnight. 


Order  of  Captain  Eagle.  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Hooper ,  If.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  to  cooperate  with 

If.  S.  lark  Midnight  in  attack  on  Pass  Cavallo  and  Velasco. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex. ,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  accompany  the  gunboat  Midnight  to  Pass  Cavallo,  and 
will  cooperate  with  her  in  firing  a  few  shot  at  the  batteries  at  that  place, 
to  induce  the  rebels  to  expend  their  ammunition  and  show  you  the  range 
of  their  guns.  Be  careful  to  keep  out  of  range  of  their  shot.  If  the 
commander  of  the  Midnight  should  make  any  demonstration  upon  the 
batteries  at  Velasco,  you  will  unite  with  him,  subject  to  his  orders 
while  in  company  with  him,  and  observing  the  precautions  before 
mentioned.  I  do  not  wish  you  to  be  absent  from  this  anchorage  more 
than  ten  days.  I  give  you  these  orders,  believing  that  the  range  of 
your  guns  is  greater  than  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Acting  Master  Q.  A.  Hooper, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Emmons , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Hatteras ,  to  proceed  from  Apalach¬ 
icola  to  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  in  search  of  Confederate  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  [A.  J.]  Drake,  in  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Sagamore ,  is  instructed  to  relieve  you  in  the  blockade  of  Apalachicola. 
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You  win  oe  pleased  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  your  orders  ior 
his  guidance,  and  g'ive  him  any  information  you  possess  that  may  be 
useful. 

Should  the  ship  Kuhn  not  have  arrived,  you  will  await  her  arrival 
and  take  in  a  full  supply  of  coal,  which  you  will  do  with  all  possible 
dispatch. 

Should  it  be  in  your  power,  aided  by  the  Sagamore ,  to  operate 
against  the.  rebels  to  advantage,  you  will  do  so;  but  you  will  not 
remain  longer  than  three  or  four  days,  unless  some  important  object 
can  be  gained  by  doing  so.  From  Apalachicola  you  will  proceed  to 
Cedar  Keys  and  endeavor  to  capture  or  destroy  a  small  armed  steamer 
and  schooner  said  to  be  at  that  place;  also  to  recapture  the  small  ves¬ 
sels  mentioned  in  the  communication  of  Major  Hill,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  transmitted. 

Having  performed  this  service  you  will  proceed  to  this  place  and 
report  to  me. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  G.  F.  Emmons, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  TIatteras,  off  Apalachicola. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  in  view  of  consular  information  from  Vera  Cruz ,  Mexico , 

regarding  the  arrival  of  cargoes  of  cotton  from  Texas. 

Navy  Department,  January  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  communicated  to  this  Department 
on  the  3d  instant  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  reporting  the  arrival  at 
that  place  of  two  vessels  from  ports  in  Texas  with  cargoes  of  cotton. 
The  Department  desires  that  your  special  attention  may  be  given  to 
blockading  the  ports  of  Texas  and  the  interdiction  of  traffic  between 
that  coast  and  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  W  elles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Vera  Cruz ,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  4th  of  December  there  arrived  in  this  port  from 
Indianola,  Tex.,  a  small  schooner  named  Matamoras ,  with  104  bales  of 
cotton.  The  officers,  not  finding  a  sale  here  for  their  cotton,  called 
upon  the  commandant  of  the  departmento  marino  and  requested  that 
the  schooner  receive  the  Mexican  flag.  The  commandant  sent  to  this 
office  certain  papers,  purporting  to  be  the  ship’s  papers.  They  were 
a  license  which  expired  July  2, 1861,  and  an  enrollment  with  the  name 
of  the  collector  at  Lavaca,  torn  out.  1  immediately  informed  the 
commandant  that  the  papers  were  wholly  void,  and  protested  against 
his  changing  the  colors  of  the  schooner.  1  also  sent  a  protest  to  the 
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governor,  who  was  then  in  the  citju  The  governor  replied  that  he 
had  no  jurisdiction,  and  the  commandant  that  he  should  send  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  case  to  the  government  at  the  City  of  Mexico,  with  a  copy 
of  my  protest,  which  was  based  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  papers, 
and  that  she  had  run  the  blockade  which  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  had  established,  and  which  the  Mexican  Government  was  bound, 
in  good  faith,  to  regard.  The  cotton  was  landed,  but  has  not  been 
sold.  The  schooner  is  now  here  without  any  flag  or  papers,  and  with¬ 
out  any  market  for  her  cotton.  The  officers  are  very  indignant  at  my 
interference.  Since  December  4  another  schooner  from  Texas,  loaded 
with  about  the  same  amount  of  cotton,  has  arrived,  but  has  not  yet 
discharged  her  cargo.  Coffee  goes  from  this  section  into  Texas  and 
cotton  comes  out.  Hence  it  is  very  important  that  a  man-of-war  be 
sent  into  these  waters.  The  officers  of  these  schooners  are  very  fear¬ 
ful  that  a  United  States  man-of-war  will  be  here  before  they  are  able 
to  leave.  The  value  of  the  two  cargoes  of  cotton  is  but  $20,000.  The 
second  schooner  has  sent  no  papers  to  this  office,  and  I  have  been 
unable  to  learn  her  name.  Hereafter  there  will  be  a  weekly  mail 
between  this  place  and  Havana,  and  I  may  hope  to  receive  dispatches 
from  the  Government  with  more  frequency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Mark  PI.  Dunnell, 

.  TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Nary ,  to  Cajptain  Powell ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Potomac ,  to  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz , 

Mexico ,  for  the  protection  of  American  interests. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  8,  186 2. 

Sir.  I  am  instructed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
dispatch  a  vessel  of  war  to  V era  Cruz  to  look  after  American  citizens 
and  their  interests  on  that  coast. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  in  the  ship  under  your  command  to  that 
place  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  remain  there  or  in  that  vicinity 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

You  will  announce  your  arrival  to  the  United  States  minister  to 
Mexico,  and  will  communicate  )Tour  proceedings  to  the  Department 
direct.  * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  '  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  L.  M.  Powell, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Frigate  Potomac ,  off  Mobile. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

pertaining  to  his  command. 

No.  13.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place,  on  the  3d 
instant,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita  and  of  the  U.  S.  gunboats  Winona 


*  For  reports  of  Captain  Powell  regarding  affairs  in  Mexico,  see  Series  I,  volume  1. 
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and  Sagamore ,  on  the  5th  instant.  By  the  Mercedita  1  received  your 
communication  of  the  12th  ultimo  and  shall  dispatch  the  frigate 
Potomac ,  Captain  Powell,  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  obedience  to  the  order 
contained  therein. 

Having  been  informed  that  a  rebel  steamer  was  at  anchor  near 
Biloxi  on  the  31st  ultimo,  I  dispatched  Commander  Smith,  with  the 
steamers  Water  Witch ,  New  London,  and  Henry  Lewis ,  to  endeavor 
to  capture  her,  but  upon  reaching  Biloxi  it  was  found  that  she  had 
been  removed.  Commander  Smith  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
town,  which  was  complied  with,  and  a  detachment  of  seamen  and 
marines  was  landed,  a  small  sand  battery  destroyed,  and  two  guns, 
[9]  and  6-pounder,  brought  off.  The  place  was  found  to  be  almost 
deserted  by  the  male  population,  but  was  crowded  with  women  and 
children. 

The  schooner  Captain  Spedden ,  loaded  with  lumber,  was  also 
captured  and  brought  out  by  the  LLenry  Lewis.  She  is  very  useful 
prize,  the  lumber  being  much  needed  by  the  army  quartermaster  for 
construction  of  storehouses,  and  the  schooner  making  a  serviceable 
lighter. 

Both  have  been  transferred  to  the  quartermaster  at  the  valuation 
fixed  by  a  board  of  survey.  The  quartermaster  made  an  urgent 
application  for  the  prize  steamer  Anna ,  and  finding  that  she  was  not 
needed  by  the  Navy  for  the  purpose  I  had  designed  (a  towboat),  1 
authorized  her  transfer  to  him  at  the  valuation  affixed  by  survey,  the 
report  of  which,  with  other  surveys,  1  forwarded  to  you  on  the  27th 
ultimo. 

Feeling  justified  under  the  circumstances  (as  stated  in  my  dispatch 
No.  12  by  the  Rhode  Lsland)  in  allowing  Captain  Cloue,  commanding 
the  French  brig  of  war  Milan ,  to  communicate  with  New  Orleans,  I 
had  arranged  to  send  the  Water  Witch ,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  convey 
him  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pike,  whence  he  could  obtain  a  conveyance. 
Three  successive  days,  however,  of  very  dense  fog  intervened,  render¬ 
ing  it  impossible  to  move  until  Sunday,  the  5th  instant,  when  it  cleared 
off.  I  then  informed  Captain  Cloue  that  on  the  following  morning  the 
Water  Witch ,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  would  be  at  his  disposal.  I  was 
much  surprised,  therefore,  when,  about  1  o’clock,  I  received  a  visit 
from  a  French  officer,  who  stated  that  he  was  directed  by  Captain 
Cloue  to  inform  me  that  he  had  gone  in  in  his  own  boat.  His  boat 
returned  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  instant.  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you  that  the  engineers  and  carpenters  from  this  ship  have  succeeded 
in  partially  repairing  the  Milan ,  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Long, 
our  chief  engineer,  who  superintended  the  repairs,  her  speed  will  not 
be  materially  diminished. 

On  the  4th  instant  1  received  a  communication  from  Captain  Self- 
ridge,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi ,  blockading  the  Pass  a  l’Outre, 
reporting  that  on  the  1st  instant  two  armed  rebel  steamers  came  down 
the  Pass,  one  of  them  a  rani  of  large  dimensions  (from  1,000  to  1,200 
tons),  ironclad,  and  mounting  two  guns,  one  forward  and  another  aft. 

Captain  Self  ridge  requested  a  reinforcement,  and  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Couthouy,  commanding  the  bark  Kingfisher ,  by  which  vessel 
the  communication  of  Captain  Selfridge  was  forwarded,  having  also 
reported  that  on  the  same  day  three  rebel  steamers  were  seen  in  the 
North  Last  Pass,  I  immediately  dispatched  the  steamer  Mercedita  to 
aid  in  the  blockade. 
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Having  received  information  tha*  two  rebel  gunboats  were  at  anchor 
back  of  Petit  Bois  Island,  1  dispatched  Commander  Smith  in  the 
steamer  Massachusetts  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  accompanied  by 
the  New  London ,  Winona,  and  Sagamore ,  to  endeavor  to  cut  them  off. 
Commander  Smith  also  took  with  him  four  schooners  loaded  with  sand 
which  I  instructed  him  to  have  sunk  in  the  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Channel 

The  Winona  and  Sagamore  returned  last  night,  the  rebel  vessels  not 
having  been  seen.  Being  of  light  draft,  I  presume  they  had  returned 
to  Mobile  Bay  by  way  of  Grant’s  Pass. 

This  morning  I  dispatched  the  Winona  to  the  Pass  a  l’Outre  to  relieve 
the  Mississippi,  and  by  her  sent  instructions  to  Commander  Stellwagen, 
commanding  the.  Mercedita ,  to  have  the  bar  carefully  sounded  and 
buoyed,  so  that,  in  the  event  of  the  rebel  steamers  again  appearing  in 
the  river,  he  might  cross  with  both  gunboats  and  attack  them. 

The  Mississippi  I  have  ordered  to  the  anchorage  off  Fort  Pickens 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  island  of  Santa  Rosa,  which  will 
enable  me  to  withdraw  the  South  Carolina  and  duyler ,  and  will  also 
afford  opportunity,  by  the  use  of  the  forge  belonging  to  the  fort,  to 
band  the  crossheads  of  her  engines  with  iron,  which  I  hope  may  render 
them  serviceable  until  new  ones  can  be  sent  out. 

Information  having  reached  me  that  a  number  of  small  vessels, 
chiefly  belonging  to  Key  West,  had  been  captured  and  taken  in  to  Cedar 
Keys,  I,  at  the  same  time,  dispatched  the  Sagamore  to  Apalachicola 
to  relieve  the  Ilatteras ,  with  instructions  to  Commander  Emmons  to 
proceed  to  that  place.  1  am  in  hopes  that  he  will  be  able  not  onty 
to  recapture  the  vessels  referred  to,  but  also  to  capture  or  destroy  a 
small  rebel  steamer  by  which  it  is  said  they  were  taken. 

The  Ilatteras ,  owing  to  her  light  draft,  is  the  only  vessel  in  the 
squadron  that  can  operate  at  that  place. 

The  bark  Kingfisher  I  have  withdrawn  from  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  dis¬ 
patched  to  cruise  between  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  and  Yucatan 
Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  vessels  which  I  am  informed 
are  about  to  sail  from  Havana  and  Nassau,  New  Providence,  loaded 
with  munitions  of  war. 

The  gunboat  Sciota  arrived  at  4  p.  m  this  day  entirely  disabled,  as 
will  be  shown  by  the  report  of  survey  herewith  transmitted. 

She  will  not  be  available  for  service  until  a  duplicate  main  connect¬ 
ing  rod,  etc.,  is  received  from  Philadelphia.  I  would  respectfully  call 
your  attention  to  the  reports  made  by  the  commanders  of  the  Seiota 
and  Itasca  (copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted),  showing  the 
condition  in  which  those  vessels  were  turned  over  by  the  contractors. 
There  appears  also  to  have  been  neglect  on  the  paid  of  the  engineers 
in  not  having  the  boilers  properly  cleaned  out. 

The  storeship  Supply  has  been  discharged  and  will  sail  in  a  few 
days  for  New  York  with  a  cargo  of  prize  goods  and  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  captured  vessels. 

I  have,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Sciota  an  Xl-ineh  gun  from  this  ship,  and  I  learn  that  the 
commander  of  the  Itasca  also  brings  an  order  for  one  of  them.  I 
desire  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the  fact  that  she  will 
be  left  with  but  ten  guns. 

I  herewith  transmit  requisitions  addressed  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Construction,  Equipment,  and  Repair  for  a  connecting  rod,  etc.,  for 
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the  Sciota.  Deeming  it  important  that  they  should  reach  the  Depart¬ 
ment  as  early  as  practicable,  I  shall,  on  the  return  of  the  Massachusetts 
and  New  London ,  dispatch  the  W  ater  Witch  to  convey  them  to  Havana, 
that  they  may  be  forwarded  by  mail. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  ‘  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer',  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Pickering ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 

Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  10,  1862. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Kearsarge  is  in  all  respects 
ready  for  sea  proceed  with  her  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  squadron 
under  his  command.* 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the 
crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Kearsarge. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  C.  W.  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge,  Portsmouth,  N.  II. 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle,  XI.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Santee, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  O.  S.  schooner  Garonne,  f 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar,  Tex.,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir:  1  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  schooner  gunboat  Rachel 
Seaman  arrived  here  on  the  30  th  ultimo.  She  will  be  useful  to  us,  but 
a  small  steamer  would  be  much  more  serviceable. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  we  saw  a  small  schooner  standing  to  the  south¬ 
ward  before  the  wind.  Our  boats  went  in  pursuit  and  captured  her 
after  pulling  5  or  6  miles.  She  proved  to  be  the  rebel  schooner 
Garonne,  of  14  tons,  from  New  Orleans,  bound  for  Brownsville,  Tex., 
having  run  the  blockade  at  Barataria  Bay.  Her  cargo  consisted  of 
ld5  small  bales  of  tobacco,  invoiced  at  $2,511.10,  and  we  have  appraised 
the  schooner  at  $SOO.  The  cargo  was  taken  out,  and  I  have  stripped 
the  schooner,  and  shall  use  her  to  lighter  provisions  from  the  supply 
vessels,  as  we  have  no  sand  or  ballast  to  sink  her  in  any  of  the  passes 
to  the  southward. 

Her  papers  are  made  out  in  the  name  of  the  rebel  States,  and  a  rebel 
ensign  was  found  on  board  of  her.  The  paymaster  of  this  ship  has 
represented  to  me  that  the  tobacco  will  be  very  useful  to  the  officers 
and  crew,  and  requested  that  it  might  be  retained  on  board  and  issued 
to  them,  to  which  I  have  consented,  and  the  paymaster  receives  it  at 

*For  modification  of  this  order  see  Series  I,  volume  1,  p.  284. 

|See  also  p.  86. 
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the  invoice  price.  This  information  I  have  given  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  prisoners  taken  in  the  Garonne  give  us  information  that  the 
schooner  Anna  Taylor  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana  and  the 
master’s  mate  in  charge  and  7  men,  composing  the  crew,  are  now  pris¬ 
oners  in  New  Orleans.  This  information  can  be  relied  upon. 

The  bark  Midnight  anchored  here  at  1  p.  m.  the  3d  instant,  and  on 
the  4th  I  put  on  board  of  her  two  32-pounders  of  57  hundredweight, 
with  their  carriages,  etc.  She  sailed  from  here  on  the  6th  at  7  p.  m., 
and  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders*  to  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Trathen,  and  trust  they"  will  meet  your  approbation.  Similar 
orders  were  given  to  the  master  of  the  gunboat  schooner  Rachel 
Seaman: 

The  gunboat  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  is  expected  here  on  the  16th, 
when  1  shall  be  obliged  to  send  her  to  South  West  Pass  for  a  load  of 
water. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Florida ,  of  arrival  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  January  11, 186%. 

Flag-Officer  McKean:  As  directed,  I  enclose  you  my  instruction sf 
from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  and  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  Key 
West  this  afternoon,  where  I  obtained  some  valuable  and  useful  infor¬ 
mation  that  leads  me  to  think  the  Gladiator  may  attempt  to  land  or 
transship  her  cargo  to  the  Cedar  Keys. 

The  Florida’s  draft  will  not  permit  me  to  approach  the  key's  as  near 
as  I  could  desire,  and  would  be  pleased  if  you  can  spare  a  vessel  of 
light  draft  to  assist  in  this  important  duty. 

The  battery  on  Sea  Horse  Key,  one  of  the  group,  has  been  nearly 
if  not  entirely  abandoned,  and  the  railroad  bridge  could,  with  a  small 
force,  be  easily  destroyed,  which  would  prevent  the  further  trans¬ 
shipment  of  articles  on  this  end  of  the  line. 

I  leave  early  in  the  morning  for  my  destination  and  am, 

Very  respectfully",  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comman  ding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


*  See  p.  36, 


fSee  Series  I,  volume  12,  p.  471. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Ilowell,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Tahoma ,  of  arrival  at  Key  West ,  Fla. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Key  West,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  port  yesterday 
morning1,  ten  days  and  sixteen  hours  from  the  Delaware  Breakwater. 

I  had  very  heavy  weather  off  Hatteras.  The  engines  broke  down 
and  I  was  driven  entirely  across  the  Gulf  Stream.  From  Hatteras 
had  head  winds  to  Matanilla  Reef,  thence  a  fair  wind  to  Key  West. 

Boarded,  January  7,  schooner  Mary  Davis,  Honduras  to  New  York; 
passed  no  suspicious  sails. 

The  senior  engineer  asks  from  “six  to  ten  days  ”  to  repair  machinery. 
I  shall  use  every  exertion  to  g-et  ready  for  sea. 

During  m3’  passage  the  engines  were  stopped,  from  various  acci¬ 
dents,  thirty -five  hours,  generally  in  the  Gulf  Stream  and  in  heavy 
weather.  In  light  weather  they  work  very  well.  I  send  by  the  U.  S. 
ship  Portsmouth  a  package  of  letters,  etc. 

The  senior  engineer  feels  confident  he  can  repair  the  engines  so  as 
to  make  the  vessel  efficient.  I  heartily  trust  he  may  be  right. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yTour  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron,  Fort  Pickens ,  Fla. 


Having  learned  from  Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough  that  the  Gladi¬ 
ator,  screw  steamer,  with  arms  and  ammunition,  is  expected  to  attempt 
to  deliver  her  cargo  at  Cedar  Keys,  I  shall  take  the  responsibility  of 
so  far  deviating  from  my  direct  course  to  Pensacola  as  to  pass  near 
Cedar  Keys  and  keep  in  the  track  of  vessels  bound  there. 

Trusting  my  course  will  meet  with  your  approval, 

I  am,  etc., 


Lieutenant , 


J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  Tahoma. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Welch,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  IT.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny,  regarding  exchange  of  shots  with  the 
U.  S.  S.  Huntsville. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny,  January  12,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  10th, 
being  becalmed,  I  anchored  off  Mobile  Point  in  10  fathoms  of  water. 
At  daybreak  the  Potomac  was  discovered  at  anchor  inshore,  distance, 
5  miles. 

At  5  p.  m.  a  light  air  sprung  up.  Hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded 
toward  Ship  Island.  Shortly  after  bore  up  for  the  Potomac,  she  hav¬ 
ing  fired  two  guns.  Was  boarded  and  ordered  to  report  to  Captain 
Powell.  While  on  board  Captain  Powell  stated  to  me  that  he  was 
somewhat  anxious  regarding  the  Huntsville ,  she  not  having  been  in 
sight  for  several  days,  and  as  he  had  heard  firing  to  the  westward  he 
was  apprehensive  that  she  may  have  been  boarded  and  carried  at  night. 
7\  hile  lying  inshore,  after  having  got  in  my  gig,  he  sent  an  officer  to 
say  that  he  was  still  anxious  as  to  the  firing  to  the  westward  and 
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enjoined  upon  me,  if  I  proceeded,  to  keep  a  bright  lookout,  steer  for 
the  Chandeleur  light,  avoid  the  inshore  passage,  or  I  would  inevitably 
catch  a  tartar.  On  getting  aboard,  it  being  calm  and  a  dense  fog,  I 
again  anchored  with  springs  on  my  cable  and  remained  at  anchor  that 
night  and  part  of  next  day.  On  the  fog  clearing  otf  1  discovered  the 
steamer  South  Carolina ,  which  I  supposed  to  be  the  Huntsville ,  steer¬ 
ing  for  the  frigate,  and  at  the  same  time  saw  a  rebel  steamer  inside  the 
bay  making  for  Grant’s  Pass.  A  light  breeze  springing  up,  got  under¬ 
way,  and  while  still  in  sight  of  the  Potomac ,  a  large  steamer  was 
reported  steering  toward  us  from  inshore.  She  was  soon  in  sight  from 
the  deck  and  soon  commenced  firing  to  bring  us  to.  Taking  him  to  be 
the  rebel  steamer  I  had  seen  inside,  the  breeze  increasing,  and  believ¬ 
ing  him  to  be  too  heavy  for  the  Kittatinny ,  I  made  all  sail  in  the 
direction  of  m}r  course  with  fair  prospect  of  escaping  him.  No  flag 
was  seen  flying  from  any  part  of  her,  but  shortly  after  an  officer 
reported  to  me  that  she  had  hoisted  the  United  States  ensign.  Not 
knowing  of  any  steamer  of  her  class  in  the  rebel  service,  I  hove  to 
and  she  came  rapidly  in  range.  She  took  a  broad  sheer  to  port.  I 
could  see  no  flag,  but  could  distinctly  see  her  peak  as  well  as  her  broad¬ 
side  guns  trailed  for  firing.  I  had  no  other  alternative  but  to  look 
upon  him  as  an  enemy  and  fight  my  ship  as  well  as  circumstances 
would  admit.  I  clapped  the  helm  hard  a  weather  and  hove  a  32-pound 
shot  athwart  his  bow  and  followed  up  by  another,  which  dropped  a 
few  feet  short  of  him. 

It  was  followed  on  his  part  by  a  discharge  of  five  or  six  shell,  one 
exploding  to  windward  of  us,  and  all  passing  between  our  masts.  1 
now  ordered  the  port  battery  to  be  shifted  to  starboard,  and  intended 
to  wear  and  engage  him  at  close  quarters,  when  he  hoisted  the  United 
States  ensign  and  dipped  it  in  answer  to  ours.  Was  boarded  shortly 
after  and  reported  to  be  the  Huntsville.  The  officers  and  men  behaved 
like  men  throughout,  and  bid  fair  to  make  the  Kittatinny ,  after  a  little 
more  practice,  a  most  serviceable  vessel. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  tyour  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Welch, 

Actg.  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Schr.  Kittatinny. 

Flag-Officer  McKean. 


Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  Cajptain  Price ,  U.  S.  Navy , 

commanding. 

January  11,  1862.— At  3:30  p.  m.  saw  a  strange  sail;  proceeded  in 
chase.  On  nearing  her  fired  one  blank  cartridge  and  afterwards  the 
rifled  gun  (shotted).  She  fired  two  guns  in  return.  We  went  to 
quarters  and  fired  three  shots  from  rifled  gun  and  one  32-pounder. 
She  immediately  dipped  her  flag.  ^  We  ran  alongside  and  boarded  her. 
She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Kittatinny,  from  Philadelphia,  bound 
to  Ship  Island. 

‘  Report  of  Acting  Master  Rogers ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner/'  Samuel  Rotan,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  in  West  Bay, 
Texas. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Samuel  Rotan,  January  12,  1862. 
Sir:  1  sailed  Thursday  evening,  according  to  your  orders,  and  at 
half  past  7  came  to  anchor  in  15  feet  of  water  off  the  entrance  of  West 
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Bay.  Friday  morning,  very  foggy  until  10  o’clock;  the  fog  then 
raised;  hoisted  mainsail  and  jib  and  stood  to  the  eastward  until  1  found 
8  feet  of  water.  I  then  came  to  anchor.  Ordered  7  men  in  the  boat, 
armed  with  rifles,  and,  with  Acting  Master  T.  Steece,  I  started  for 
land,  distant  5  miles.  In  running  along  I  found  the  entrance  to  a  small 
creek  or  bayou,  with  from  4  to  5  feet  water  at  its  mouth  and  2  to  3 
fathoms  all  the  way  through  to  the  Mississippi.  On  the  bank  we 
found  telegraph  poles  and  wire.  These  were  cut  and  carried  away 
some  200  feet.  The  distance  through  the  bayou  is  1£  miles.  The 
fog  being  very  heavy  on  the  river,  we  could  not  discover  the  enemj7 
or  their  works.  W e  then  returned  to  our  vessel.  Saturday  morning, 
foggy  and  light  wind  and  not  the  weather  1  had  wished  for.  But  after 
providing  two  boats  with  a  compass  each  and  two  days’  provisions  for 
16  men  we  started,  Acting  Master  T.  Steece  in  command  of  one  boat 
and  myself  in  the  other,  both  boats  armed  with  rifles.  At  10  o’clock 
made  the  land.  Following  along  we  found  a  number  of  small  creeks 
or  bayous  with  8  or  10  feet  of  water  in  them,  but  very  shallow  at  the 
mouth — only  2  and  3  feet. 

The  bank  then  widening  to  the  northwest  and  the  bay  very  shallow 
and  full  of  small  islands,  stumps,  and  logs.  Still  pulling  to  the  north¬ 
west,  we  could  see  nothing  different  with  the  glass.  It  being  near 
night,  and  our  vessel  12  or  15  miles  distant,  we  entered  a  small  creek 
and  encamped  for  the  night,  with  nothing  to  break  our  rest  but  the 
whistling  wings  of  wild  ducks  and  geese,  which  were  continually  flying 
over  our  heads.  They  were  in  great  abundance.  At  daylight  started 
again  in  a  westerly  direction,  or  as  near  that  as  our  draft  of  water 
would  permit.  Found  small  islands  to  extend  all  the  distance  across 
the  bay  and  the  water  very  shallow.  With  my  glass  I  could  see 
stumps,  logs,  and  small  islands  all  the  way  to  the  western  shore.  After 
satisfying  myself  that  there  wTas  no  more  information  to  be  gained  we 
returned  to  the  vessel,  arriving  there  at  11:30.  I  immediately  got 
underway  to  return  to  the  Colorado. 

The  bayou  we  found  the  first  day  is  the  only  passage  the  enemy  can 
use,  and  that  must  be  with  very  light-draft  vessels.  We  saw  a  small 
sail  this  morning  to  the  northward,  probably  gunners,  but  could  not 
get  to  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Rogers, 

Actinq  Master ,  Commanding. 

Captain  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  movements  of  vessels 

off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile ,  January  15,  1862. 

Commodore:  Cuyler  came  in  this  morning  with  your  order  of  the 
14th.  Huntsville  was  on  the  return  from  speaking  the  Kuhn  in  the 
offing, .  and  South  Carolina  alongside,  having  come  down  to  coal  from 
the  Nightingale.  Huntsville  had  just  completed  her  store  early  and 
gone  off  in  chase.  1  would  here  remark  that  the  passage  of  our  vessels 
near  this  station,  but  in  the  oiling  too  far  to  be  distinguished,  makes 
the  labor  of  chase  and  useless  expenditure  of  fuel  very  frequent  and 
considerable.  They  should  either  come  to  us  or  keep  clear  entirely. 
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The  Miramon  has  got  to  sea,  I  understand,  and  probably  by  the 
Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass,  beyond  the  range  of  our  observation.  I  regret 
it,  and  hope  she  may  be  picked  up  on  her  return. 

The  Florida ,  rebel  gunboat,  has  returned  to  her  place  under  Fort 
Morgan  this  morning. 

The  schooner  Kittatinny  passed  here  on  her  way  to  Ship  Island,  and, 
haying  no  signals,  has  been  run  like  a  fox  by  the  blockading  fleet. 
Price,  of  the  Huntsville ,  fell  in  with  him,  and  thus  relieved  us  both  of 
my  fears  for  his  safety. 

The  commander  of  the  Cuyler  delivered  your  orders,  and  they  were 
acted  upon  instantly.  I  shall  send  the  Nightingale  off  this  evening, 
16th.  She  has  given  me  some  fuel  and  water,  after  coaling  the  Hunts¬ 
ville. 

W  e  are  all  reasonably  well  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron,  Ship  Islan 


Report  of  Captain  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  XI.  S.  S.  Brook¬ 
lyn,  of  arrival  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Key  West,  January  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  Brooklyn 
at  Key  West. 

Our  passage  to  this  port  has  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  a  severe 
gale  which  we  encountered  on  the  1st  and  2d  instant,  and  of  not  being 
provided  with  such  charts  and  sailing  directions  as  would  have  enabled 
me  to  pursue  a  more  direct  course. 

1  have  put  in  here  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  engines,  which 
have  been  reported  to  me  as  being  too  carelessly  or  hastily  put  together, 
and  to  fill  up  our  coal,  which  will  require  probably  three  days. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  flag-officer  in  command  of  the  Gulf 
Squadron  by  the  24th  or  25th  of  this  month. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  chronic  diseases  and  several 
cases  of  measles,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  officers  and 
crew  are  in  fine  health. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  JJ.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  release  of  persons  captured  within  the  limits  of  his 
command. 

Navy  Department,  January  15,  1863. 
Sir:  You  may  release  such  persons  from  the  rebel  States  as  shall  be 
captured  within  the  limits  of  your  command,  provided  they  are  civil¬ 
ians,  not  in  the  rebel  service,  and  are  not  known  to  have  engaged  in 
any  act  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  are  not  needed 
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for  witnesses.  Before  their  release  they  will  he  required  to  sign  a 
written  parole  not  to  engage  in  any  hostile  act  against  the  United  States 
during  the  present  rebellion. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Many,  to  Lieutenant  McDermut , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  II.  S.  ship  Preble. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  supply  steamer  you  will  consider  your¬ 
self  detached  from  U.  S.  ship  Marion ,  and  will  report  to  Commander 
Woodhull  for  a  passage  to  this  place,  and  on  your  arrival  will  report 
to  me  for  the  purpose  of  taking  command  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  Preble. 
Should  the  supply  steamer  have  passed  the  Marion,  you  will  take 
passage  immediately  in  the  gunboat  schooner  Maria  A.  Wood  for  this 
place. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  D.  A.  McDermut, 

II.  S.  Ship  Marion,  off  Apalachicola. 


Attack  upon  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  January  16,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Emmons,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hatteras. 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 

Cedar  Keys ,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  carrying  out  your  instruc¬ 
tions  in  this  locality  I  have  been  entirely  successful,  with  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  very  little  powder  and  no  one  killed  that  I  am  aware  of, 
capturing  or  destroying  all  the  public  property  here,  including  a 
battery  of  two  long  eighteens  in  position  on  the  east  end  of  Sea  Horse 
Key,  with  their  carriages  and  some  ammunition  and  barracks,  a 
6-pounder  fieldpiece  in  Depot  Key,  with  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf, 
several  cars,  telegraph  office,  and  a  turpentine  storehouse,  besides  four 
schooners  and  three  sloops,  one  ferry  scow,  sailboat,  and  launch. 

Two  of  the  former  were  laden  with  turpentine,  rosin,  and  cotton, 
and  nearly  ready  for  sea,  and  the  first,  the  schooner  Stag ,  was  run  on 
shore  and  fired  while  our  boats  were  approaching  her  and  after  I  had 
fired  two  shells  to  prevent  her  escape. 

The  only  other  vessel  in  port  was  the  schooner  Fanny,  100  tons, 
partially  loaded  with  turpentine.  This  is  the  same  vessel  that  was 
captured  with  Lieutenant  Selden  on  board  several  months  since,  and 
she  succeeded  in  escaping  over  the  reefs  to  the  southward  and  east¬ 
ward  during  the  night. 

The  ferryboat  was  captured  on  its  way  between  the  railroad  depot 
to  Depot  Key,  having  on  board,  among  others,  a  lieutenant  and  13 
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armed  soldiers  belonging-  to  the  Fourth  Florida  Regiment,  all  of 
whom  were  taken  prisoners. 

The  boats  that  were  sent  on  this  duty  were  in  the  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Hoffner,  aided  by  Master’s  Mates  McGrath  and  Hazlitt,  and 
with  the  crews,  were  employed  nearly  all  of  the  first  night. 

All  were  zealous  and  performed  Gheir  duty  most  faithfully,  and 
deserve  more  than  my  humble  thanks. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  prisoners  taken  and  a  more  detailed  statement 
of  property  captured  and  destroyed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

™  . .  Commander. 

Flag-Ofhcer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  /Squadron. 


Note. — It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  in  consideration  of  the  debili¬ 
tated  state  of  four  of  the  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Fourth  Florida 
Regiment,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  officer,  I  thought 
it  advisable  to  permit  them  to  go,  upon  taking  the  oath  not  to  take 
up  arms  again  against  our  Government  until  regularly  exchanged, 
according  to  the  usual  customs  of  war;  and  I  addressed  a  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  military  officer  in  command  of  the  Confederate  forces  in 
relation  to  them,  with  descriptive  lists,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 

Cedar  Keys ,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  The  fortune  of  war  has  placed  in  my  hands  some  of  your  mili¬ 
tary  force  stationed  here. 

Among  them  there  are  four,  named  Benjamin  Gatlin,  B.  J.  Sim¬ 
mons,  J.  S.  Poer,  and  John  Carlton,  who  have  the  measles  and  are  so 
much  debilitated  that  they  might  never  survive  the  severe  change  of 
climate  they  would  be  subject  to  in  going  upon  our  coast. 

I  have  therefore  released  them  upon  their  parole  and  signing  an 
oath  not  to  serve  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  until 
officially  notified  of  their  exchange  for  other  prisoners. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 

Commanding  Officer  Military  Forces  in  Florida. 


List  of  property  captured  or  destroyed. 

Two  long  18-pounder  fieldpieces,  with  their  carriages,  and  the  army 
barracks  on  Sea  Horse  Key;  120  solid  shot,  1  barrel  of  powder,  1 
6-pounder  fieldpiece  (on  Depot  Key),  105  shot  for  same;  schooner 
Anna  Smith ,  master,  Edwards,  198  tons,  loaded  with  turpentine  and 
rosin,  nearly  ready  for  sea;  schooner  Stag,  master,  Burns  (formerly 
of  our  service),  200  tons,  ready  for  sea,  cargo  of  cotton,  lumber,  and 
turpentine;  schooner  Aucilla,  81  tons,  Burrows,  master;  schooner  Wyfe, 
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or  Nye,  J.  Pierce,  master;  sloop  Dudley ,  or  Pinkney ,  57  tons,  Artiga, 
master;  sloop  William  H.  Middleton ,  69  tons,  Roberts,  master;  sloop 
Rattler ,  66  tons,  Peres,  master;  1  sailboat,  coppered  and  rigged;  1 
launch  and  ferry  scow,  railroad  depot,  wharf,  7  cars,  telegraph  sta¬ 
tion,  and  a  storehouse  for  turpentine;  4  stand  of  colors,  5  compasses, 
1  quadrant,  2  clocks,  1  spyglass,  3  revolver  pistols,  17  muskets,  1  shot¬ 
gun  (double  barrel),  4  spades,  7  shovels,  1  broadax,  1  panel  saw,  1 
frame  house,  yellow  pine;  5  frame  beds  and  3  cot  frames,  one  old  jib, 
one  new  main  sheet,  4  blocks  and  whips,  1  barrel  of  rice,  barrel  of 
beef,  4  turkeys. 

The  only  other  vessel  in  port  was  the  schooner  Fanny ,  that  was 
captured  from  Lieutenant  Selden,  U.  S.  Navy,  some  months  since, 
and  she  escaped  over  the  reefs  during  the  night,  partially  laden  with 
turpentine. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Trapier,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Provisional  Forces,  Dept.  East  and  Middle  Fla., 

Fernandina ,  Fla. ,  January  20,  1862. 

Captain:  On  the  16th  instant  the  enemy,  in  a  steamer  armed  with 
five  guns,  made  a  descent  upon  the  harbor  and  village  of  Cedar  Keys. 
Having  burned  seven  small  vessels  in  the  harbor,  which  were  loading 
with  cotton  and  turpentine  with  the  intention  (information  of  which 
had  doubtless  been  conveyed  to  the  enemy)  of  running  the  blockade, 
and  also  the  wharf  of  the  Florida  Railroad,  which  has  its  Gulf  terminus 
at  that  point,  and  several  flat  cars  belonging  to  the  same  road,  he 
withdrew  and  went  to  sea.  There  was  posted  at  this  place  a  small 
force,  consisting  of  a  lieutenant  and  22  men,  belonging  to  the  Fourth 
Regiment  Florida  Volunteers,  placed  there  as  a  sort  of  police  force, 
to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  the  key  (some  80  or  100  persons)  against 
any  disturbance  from  bands  of  marauders.  The  lieutenant  and  14 
privates  were  taken  prisoners,  but  4  of  the  latter  were  subsequently 
released  for  reasons  set  forth  in  one  of  the  papers  which  1  have  the 
honor  to  forward  herewith  (as  information)  to  the  commanding  gen¬ 
eral.  The  rest  of  the  men  made  their  escape.  There  were  three  old 
guns  which  had  been  in  battery  on  one  of  the  keys  of  the  group,  but 
which  had  been  condemned  after  inspection  by  Major  J.  G.  Barnwell, 
inspector-general  of  this  military  department,  as  unserviceable.  They 
were  never  removed,  however,  as  not  being  worth  the  removal,  neither 
the  guns  nor  their  carriages.  These  guns  the  enemy,  nevertheless,  is 
said  to  have  spiked. 

It  is  said  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  key  were  required  to 
sign  an  oath  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
(so-called)  United  States  during  the  present  war. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  a  circumstance  which  reflects  high  credit 
upon  Commander  Emmons.  Three  negroes  escaped  from  the  key  and 
went  out  to  his  steamer;  they  were  all  ordered  back  forthwith. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Trapier, 

Brigadien'-  General ,  Commanding . 

Captain  T.  A.  Washington, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Coosawhatchie,  S.  C. 
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Additional  report  of  Brigadier-General  Trapier,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Provisional  Forces,  Dept.  East  and  Middle  Fla., 

Tallahassee,  Fla. ,  January  31,  '1862. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-day  of  a 
letter  from  the  general  commanding,  under  date  January  27, ~  from 
Coosawhatchie.  Referring  to  the  late  affair  at  Cedar  Keys,  the  gen¬ 
eral  says: 


It  seems  that  the  commanding  officer  and  almost  his  entire  force  were  taken 
prisoners  in  daylight  by  the  crew  of  a  man-of-war.  I  desire  to  know  the  circum¬ 
stances  attending  the  capture.  Was  any  resistance  made?  If  not,  why  did  not  the 
guard  escape?  J 


r®ply  t°  aH  which  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the 
following  statement:  No  official  report  of  the  affair  has  reached  me,  of 
course,  the  only  commissioned  officer  of  the  guard  having  been  taken 
prisoner.  I  learn,  however,  through  sources  entitled  to  credence,  that 
no  resistance  whatever  was  attempted,  and  for  the  reason  that  protest 
against  it  was  .made  by  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  key,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  hopeless  and  could  only  result,  bj^  drawing  the 
fire  of  the  war  vessel,  in  a  useless  destruction  of  property  and  shedding 
of  blood  perhaps  the  blood  of  women  and  children.  The  guard  did 
attempt  to  escape  and.  was  captured  in  the  act.  They  embarked  on 
board  of  a  flatboat,  with  no  other  means  of  propulsion  than  poles. 
When  they  had  reached  mid-channel,  their  poles  being  too  short  to 
reach  the  bottom,  they  were  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  tide,  by  which 
they  were  swept  out  and  fell  easy  victims  into  the  hands  of  the'enemy. 

If  it  is  said  that  better  and  surer  means  of  escape  ought  to  have  been 
furnished  them  in  the  event  of  an  attack  from  an  irresistible  force,  I 
answer  that  my  letter  book  contains  an  order,  dated  December  23, 1861, 
to  the  brigade  quartermaster,  to  charter  a  steamer  of  125  tons  burden 
for  purposes  of  transportation  between  the  key  and  the  mainland,  and 
the  records  of  this  office  show  that  this  officer  did  his  duty  and  that 
the  boat  was  chartered.  Why  she  was  not  in  place  I  know  not.  If  it 
be  asked  why  so  small  a  force  was  left  upon  the  key,  I  answer  that  it 
was  all  that  could  be  spared  from  more  important  points,  and  that  even 
this  was  in  contravention,  to  some  extent,  of  the  instructions  (by  tele¬ 
graph)  from  the  commanding  general.  By  these  instructions  I  was 
directed  to  order  all  the  Florida  troops  to  Fernandina.  In  compliance 
with  them,  given  when  attack  was  hourly  expected  at  the  latter  point,  I 
ordered  the  two  companies  then  stationed  at  Cedar  Keys  to  Fernandina. 

In  a  few  days  after  their  removal,  and  when  it  had  become  obvious 
that  Fernandina  was  not  then  to  be  the  object  of  attack,  I  received  a 
paper  from  Cedar  Keys,  signed  by  a  number  of  its  inhabitants,  setting 
forth  their  fears  that  certain  persons  who  had  been  arrested  there  as 
traitors,  and  released  afterwards  for  want  of  sufficient  testimony  to  con¬ 
vict,  would,  prompted  by  motives  of  revenge,  now  that  the  troops  were 
withdrawn,  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  to  wreak 
their  vengeance  upon  their  accusers,  and  requesting,  therefore,  that  a 
guard  of  20  or  30  men  might  be  sent  for  their  protection,  I  took  the 
responsibility  of  protaptly  complying  with  the  petition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Trapier, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Captain  T.  A.  Washington, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Coosawhatekie,  S.  G. 
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Report  of  Commander  Woodhull,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 

Connecticut ,  of  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Emma ,  January 

17,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Connecticut, 

Key  West,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  January  IT,  1862,  about  4  p.  m., 
a  suspicious  sail  was  reported  in  sight  some  6  miles  distant.  We  gave 
immediate  chase,  and  at  4:20  came  up  with  her.  On  getting  alongside 
English  colors  were  hoisted  by  the  schooner.  In  answer  to  our  hail  it 
was  stated  that  she  was  the  English  schooner  Emma,  last  from  Havana, 
bound  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  I  had  her  boarded  and  all  her 
papers  brought  to  me  for  examination.  The  character  of  these  papers 
was  such,  coupled  with  the  peculiarity  that  all  the  persons  (with  one 
exception)  on  board  were  Americans  of  Southern  birth  or  proclivity, 
with  other  suspicious  facts,  determined  me  to  bring  her  in  as  a  prize 
to  the  Connecticut,  and  so  announced  it  to  her  captain.  Having  arrived 
at  this  conclusion,  I  sent  on  board  a  prize  master  and  crew,  also  removed 
all  the  persons  belonging  to  the  schooner  on  board  my  ship,  then  took 
her  in  tow  and  proceeded  on  my  voyage  to  Key  West,  with  the  view 
of  passing  her  over  for  adjudication  to  the  United  States  officialshaving 
authority  in  the  premises. 

By  the  papers  enclosed  you  will  see  that  she  was  an  American  vessel 
up  to  or  about  the  20th  December  last;  also,  that  she  had  only  a  few  days 
previous  successfully  run  the  blockade  off  Apalachicola  with  a  valuable 
cargo  of  tar,  turpentine,  etc.,  which  was  disposed  of  at  Havana.  Her 
present  cargo  consists  of  materials  necessary  to  the  enemy,  also  a  por¬ 
tion  is  of  that  species  not  likely  to  be  exported  from  Havana  to  any 
port  in  the  British  possessions — for  example,  shoe  thread,  spool  cotton, 
soap,  tourniquet,  barrels  of  oranges,  and  some  40  bunches  of  bananas — 
besides  the  amount  of  provisions  on  board  was  insufficient  for  so  long 
a  voyage,  especially  at  this  season  of  the  year.  I  would  also  draw  your 
attention  to  the  large  number  of  articles  among  the  officers’  effects, 
claimed  to  be  for  the  use  of  their  families — such  as  ladies’  shoes,  fans, 
hats,  parasols,  cloaks,  children’s  dolls,  picture  books,  etc.,  speaking 
as  plainly  as  possible  the  animus  as  to  her  destination. 

Her  papers,  though  few,  clearly  prove  her  late  character  and  her 
late  intentions.  A  memorandum  book  found  among  the  effects  of 
Mr.  Birch  contains  a  clear,  succinct,  and  graphic  account  of  the  voyage 
from  St.  George’s  to  Havana,  including  the  evasion  of  the  blockade, 
etc.,  also  a  telegraphic  dispatch  announcing  to  the  said  Mr.  Birch 
(supposed  supercargo  of  part  owner  of  the  cargo)  telling  him  the 
blockade  is  removed  and  he  can  return  by  the  first  conveyance. 

Among  the  persons  on  board  is  a  Mr.  B.  Ellison,  who  acted  as  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  schooner  on  her  successful  voyage  from  Apalachicola  to 
Havana.  He  is  represented  to  be  a  wealthy  merchant  at  the  former 
place  and  an  old  resident  of  that  part  of  the  country.  Mr.  John  N. 
Birch  is  a  citizen  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  a  merchant  of  considerable  means, 
and  his  family  reside  at  that  place.  Captain  Marks,  though  claiming 
to  be  a  Connecticut-born  man,  is  nevertheless  a.Southern  man  by  adop¬ 
tion,  his  domicile  being  in  Apalachicola,  where  his  wife  and  children 
are  now  residing.  The  cook,  a  colored  man  (a  light  mulatto),  claiming 
to  be  Captain  Ellison’s  servant,  is  doubtless  a  slave,  and  says  he  is  a 
South  Carolinian.  This  man  I  desire  particularly  to  call  to  your 
notice.  On  the  question  being  asked  him  what  use  the  oranges  and 
bananas  were  to  be  put  to,  and  whether  they  were  for  the  crew,  he 
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answered,  “No,  we  have  had  nothing-  to  do  with  them.  Captain  Elli¬ 
son  laid  them  in  as  presents  to  his  friends.”  Comment  is  unnecessary. 

I  feel  fully  justified  in  the  course  I  have  pursued  as  regards  this 
capture,  and  also  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  honor  and  justice  of  the 
law  authorities  of  Key  West.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  rest  my 
cause  without  further  comments. 

I  enclose  all  the  papers  connected  with  the  case,  and  all  that  now 
remains  for  me  to  do  is  to  hold  the  schooner  subject  to  your  order. 

The  schooner  was  captured  24  miles  S.  E.  by  E.  from  Jupiter  Inlet, 
and  about  12  miles  distant  east  of  Florida  coast. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  WOODHULL, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Judge  William  Marvin, 

U.  8.  District  Judge ,  Key  West. 


Circular  order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  8.  Navy,  announcing 
reported  movements  of  blockade  runners. 

Flagship  Niagara,  January  18,  1862. 

Positive  information  has  been  received  that  the  following  vessels 
have  sailed  for  various  ports  on  the  Southern  coast: 

1st.  On  the  7th  ultimo  the  Ella  Worley  (late  the  Isabel,  of  Charles¬ 
ton)  arrived  in  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  has  since  hoisted  the 
English  flag. 

2d.  The  arrival  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  of  the 
British  screw  steamer  Gladiator,  from  London,  loaded  with  arms  and 
ammunition  for  the  rebels. 

3d.  The  arrival  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  the  10th  ultimo,  of 
the  steamer  Gordon,  direct  from  Charleston. 

4th.  The  secession  steamer  Theodora  sailed  from  Nassau,  New  Prov¬ 
idence,  about  the  10th  ultimo,  destination  unknown. 

5th.  The  British  screw  steamer  Labaan  sailed  from  Havana  for  Mat- 
amoras  on  the  27th  ultimo. 

6th.  The  rebel  schooner  Break  of  Day,  from  New  Orleans,  has  been 
transferred  under  the  British  flag  and  christened  Wide  Awake,  and  has 
sailed  from  Havana,  probably  for  New  Orleans. 

7th.  The  schooner  William  Mallory,  under  rebel  flag,  has  sailed  from 
Havana  for  Mobile  or  New  Orleans. 

8th.  The  steamer  C.  Vanderbilt ,  from  New  Orleans,  under  Confed¬ 
erate  flag,  has  been  christened  Black  Hawk,  and  is  now  under  the 
English  flag,  and  has  sailed  from  Havana,  probably  for  New  Orleans. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Wide  Awake,  Mallory,  and  Vanderbilt  are 
all  carrying  contraband  of  war. 

9th.  The  British  schooner  Major  Barbour,  Roberts,  master,  has  ar¬ 
rived  in  Havana  from  Bayou  La  Fourche,  near  Barataria  Bay.  It  is 
the  sixth  time  she  has  broken  the  blockade. 

10th.  The  sloop  William  Henry,  about  30  tons,  from  New  Orleans, 
arrived  in  Havana  under  Confederate  flag. 

11th.  A  sailing  vessel  named  Kate ,  Captain  Stevens,  has  fitted  out  at 
Belize,  Honduras,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  munitions  of  war  to  the 
Confederate  States. 

W.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Drake,  TI.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Saga¬ 
more,  regarding  boat  expedition  in  search  of  Conf  ? derate  sloop  near 
Apalachicola. 

U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

West  Pass,  off  Apalachicola,  January  18,  1862. 

*  ****** 

This  morning  I  discovered  a  sloop  of  about  40  tons  lying  at  anchor 
at  the  inner  anchorage.  I  fitted  out  a  boat  expedition  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  George  A.  Bigelow,  which  drove  her  back  to  the  city  of 
Apalachicola.  Lieutenant  Bigelow  reports  her  having  one  gun — about 
a  6-pounder — and  about  12  men.  In  the  afternoon  I  sent  boats  to  re- 
connoiter  the  island  of  St.  Vincent  and  found  that  the  platforms  of  the 
late  battery  had  been  destroyed,  with  evident  marks  of  a  hasty  retreat. 
Found  a  few  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  and  chickens  about  a  house  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  point  at  West  Pass.  Found  the  barracks  and  buildings 
mostly  destroyed.  Saw  a  schooner  at  the  upper  anchorage  last  even¬ 
ing  at  dusk,  with  a  steamer  alongside,  evidently  lightening  her.  On 
our  approach  the  steamer  took  her  in  tow  and  moved  up  toward  the 
city. 

"January  19. — At  3  p.  m.,  exchanged  signals  with  U.  S.  schooner 
Maria  Wood,  off  West  Pass. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Drake, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Gtdf  Squadron,  Ship  Lsland. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Morris,  TJ.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pensacola,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  19,  1862. 
Sir:  Unless  an  emergency  is  anticipated  which  will  require  the 
presence  of  the  Pensacola  at  Hampton  Roads,  or  in  which  her  services 
would  be  essential,  you  will,  on  the  receipt  hereof,  proceed  with  that 
vessel  to  the  Gulf  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  McKean  for  duty. 

The  engineer,  Mr.  Sickles,  will  be  permitted  to  return  north  in  any 
of  our  vessels  returning  after  the  Pensacola  reaches  the  Gulf,  if  you 
are  satisfied  of  his  loyalty  to  the  Government. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  McKean,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
regarding  the  capture  by  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Ltasca  of  the  schooner  Lizzie 
Weston,  January  19,  1861. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Caldwell,  reporting  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Lizzie  Weston ,  of  Apalachicola. 
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Finding  that  the  witnesses  necessary  to  condemn  her  had  not  been 
sent  in  the  schooner,  I  have  ordered  her  officers  and  crew  sent  to  New 
York  in  the  storeship  Supply,  and  have  instructed  Commander  Col- 
vocoresses  to  place  them  in  charge  of  the  U.  S.  marshal. 

A  list  of  the  prisoners  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag- Office)',  Commanding  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Itasca, 

Ship  Island,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  the  capture  of  the  prize  schooner 
Lizzie  Weston ,  of  Apalachicola  (on  the  evening  of  the  19th),  loaded 
with  293  bales  of  cotton  (152,500  pounds)  and  bound  for  Jamaica  or  a 
market. 

I  put  on  board  a  prize  crew  of  six  men  in  charge  of  Albert  Cook, 
acting  master,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

I  sent  in  the  prize  one  of  her  crew,  a  Spaniard  named  Francis  Pratts, 
a  citizen  of  Cuba,  who  shipped  for  the  run  in  order  to  get  out  of  the 
country  and  was  to  be  discharged  in  Jamaica  or  Havana. 

The  rest  of  the  crew  I  brought  to  this  place  to  await  your  orders  in 
regard  to  their  disposal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commander  in  Chief,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


List  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  prize  schooner  Lizzie  Weston,  of  Apalachicola,  Fla. 

Francis  Lee,  captain;  C.  F.  Babcock,  first  officer;  J.  M.  Tainter, 
third  officer;  L.  H.  Golden,  second  officer;  William  Curtis,  steward; 
Richard  McMillen,  Charles  Scott,  Isaac  Lewis,  Samuel  Elliot,  sea¬ 
men;  Alfred  Elliot,  boy;  sent  home  in  Supply.  Francis  Pratts 
[remained  in]  schooner  Lizzie  Weston. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 


Instructions  from  Flag- Office)'  McLLean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Eagle, 
U.  S.  Navy,  as  senior  officer  off  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  11th  instant  has  been  received. 

I  am  much  surprised  to  learn  that  you  are  so  short  of  provisions, 
having  requested  you  to  inform  me  of  any  deficiencies,  and  the  only 


56 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


requisition  received  b}r  me  being  one  for  candles,  I,  of  course,  sup¬ 
posed  that  you  had  been  supplied  by  the  Fearnot. 

I  send  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Portsmouth  all  of  the  most  essential  arti¬ 
cles,  and  as  many  of  the  others  as  she  can  carry;  the  remainder  I  will 
endeaver  to  send  by  the  Connecticut.  The  Portsmouth  must  not  be 
detained  one  moment  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

I  have  no  facilities  for  repairing  the  Sam  Houston.  When  she  is 
no  longer  fit  for  service,  she  must  be  sent  to  this  place  that  she  ma}^ 
be  sunk  in  some  of  the  smaller  channels. 

I  regret  that  you  have  given  such  orders  to  the  commander  of  the 
Midnight.  I  do  not  approve  of  making  an  attack  unless  the  batteries 
can  be  destroyed  and  the  guns  spiked.  The  course  you  have  instructed 
him  to  pursue  will,  I  fear,  have  the  effect  of  showing  the  enemy  their 
weak  points,  and  thus  induce  them  to  strengthen  them. 

The  frigate  Colorado  can  not  leave  her  station,  as  1  have  no  vessel 
to  relieve  her.  I  had  intended  visiting  Galveston  in  this  ship,  and  at 
the  same  time  supplying  you  with  water,  but  was  prevented  fi’om 
doing  so,  being  short  of  coal;  and  now  that  coal  has  arrived,  I  am 
unwilling  to  leave,  being  in  hourly  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Butler.  Should  I  not  run  down  in  this  ship,  1  will  endeavor  to 
send  you  a  supply  of  water  by  some  means  in  a  short  time. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  circular  describing  the  screw  steamer  Glad¬ 
iator.  She  is  to  be  captured  wherever  met  with. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Henry  Eagle, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Santee ,  off  Galveston. 


Order  of  the  Sea'etary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  division  of  his  command  into  the  East  and  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadrons. 


Navy  Department,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut,  the  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron  will  be  divided  into  two  squadrons,  called 
respectively,  the  Eastern  and  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  Eastern  commences  at  St,  Andrew’s  Bay,  inclusive,  to  the  east¬ 
ward  of  Pensacola,  and  extends  to  Cape  Canaveral,  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  Florida;  and  also  includes  the  Bahamas  and  Cuba. 


Flag-Officer  Farragut  is  assigned  to  the  Western  and  yourself  to  the 
Eastern  Squadron.  The  vessels  composing  the  latter  are  as  follows: 


Niagara, 
Montgomery, 
Wanderer, 
Midnight, 
Sami.  Rotan, 


Huntsville, 
Preble, 

Dart, 

New  London, 
Mercedita, 


South  Carolina, 
Water  Witch, 
Kingfisher, 
Rachel  Seaman. 


Massachusetts, 

Marion, 

Nightingale, 

Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Bainbridge, 

1  desire  you'  to  consult  carefully  with  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  and 
modify  this  division,  if  you  both  shall  think  best,  retaining  in  your 
squadron  only  enough  vessels  to  blockade  the  coast  indicated. 

As  your  headquarters  are  at  Key  West,  and  you  will  probably  look 
into  Havana  occasionally,  you  will  consider  the  Santiago  de  Cuba 
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immediately  under  your  orders,  and  can  carry  out  her  instructions  as 
your  judgment  dictates. 

The  Department  learns  with  regret  from  Commander  Alden  that 
the  condition  of  your  health  requires  you  to  relinquish  your  command 
in  the  Gulf.  Your  activity  and  zeal,  and  faithful  devotion  to  the 
Government,  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  Department.  A  relief 
will  be  sent  out  on  board  the  San  Jacinto ,  ivhen  you  can  return  north 
in  the  Niagara. 

On  account  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  Now  York  navy  yard  it 
is  desirable  that  that  vessel  should  go  to  Boston;  but  as  her  condition 
may  not  admit  of  it,  3-011  are  authorized  to  go  in  to  New  York  if  you 
do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  push  for  Boston. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  J.  W.  Wilder ,  or  Andrieta ,  off  Mobile ,  January 

20,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre ,  January  31,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  (No.  IT)  of  the  22d  instant  I  reported  the  capture 
of  the  Confederate  schooner  J.  W.  Wilder ,  near  Mobile. 

I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  the  following  reports  in  relation  to  the 
capture:  One  from  Captain  Powell  (senior  officer  off  Mobile  at  that 
time);  one  from  Commander  Price,  addressed  to  Captain  Powell;  one 
from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow,  addressed  to  me,  and  one  from 
Master  W.  S.  Schley,  addressed  to  Captain  Powell. 

1  also  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  acting  British 
consul  at  Mobile,  addressed  to  the  commander  of  the  United  States  fleet 
off  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  and  of  Captain  L.  M.  Powell’s  reply  to  the 
same;  and  a  copy  of  a  subsequent  communication  addressed  to  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  squadron  off  Ship  Island,  and  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  depositions  of  the  master,  mate,  and  several  of  the  crew 
of  the  J.  W.  Wilder,  with  a  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  would  bring  to  notice  the  fact  that  when  discovered  the  Wilder 
was  close  inshore  to  the  eastward  of  Mobile  Harbor,  which  is  very 
remarkable,  to  say  the  least,  if  she  was  bound  to  Matamoras,  as  stated 
by  the  acting  British  consul. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  wounded  men  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Cuyler  are  apparently  doing  well. 

I  am,  respect-full}7,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Powell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  frigate  Potomac. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  January  25,  1862. 

Commodore:  I  herewith  forward  reports  of  Commander  C.  Price 
and  Master  Schley  and  hope  to  be  able  also  to  include  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow,  touching  the  capture  of  a  schooner 
supposed  to  be  the  J.  TP.  Wilder  on  the  20th  instant,  some  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  my  anchorage.  The  vessels  were  in  sight,  however,  of 
this  ship,  and  were  watched  from  aloft  during  the  day. 

The  courage,  resolution,  and  perseverance  displa}Ted  by  all  the  par¬ 
ties  engaged  in  bringing  the  vessel  off  the  beach,  on  which  she  had 
been  run  by  her  master,  entitle  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  to 
great  praise,  which,  I  think,  you  will  freely  give  when  you  read  the 
detailed  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Niagara. 


Report  of  Commander  Price,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Huntsville. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Mobile  Bar ,  January  21f,  1862. 

Sir:  Under  your  order  of  the  20th  instant,  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Cuyler ,  then  bearing  to  the  eastward,  I  got  underway  for  her 
with  two  of  your  boats  in  tow. 

Upon  nearing  the  Cuyler  she  signaled  that  she  wanted  assistance, 
and  that  her  propeller  was  disabled  by  a  hawser  that  was  around  it. 

I  dropped  anchor  on  her  bow  and  proposed  to  tow  her  or  the  schooner, 
or  both,  off,  which  he  declined.  I  sent  word  to  him  to  heave  in  upon 
the  hawser  by  his  capstan  that  led  to  the  schooner,  which  he  did  and 
got  her  afloat. 

The  steamer’s  stern  was  toward  the  beach  and.  she  was  not  able  to 
bring  a  gun  to  bear  in  that  direction,  whilst  small-arms  men  were 
firing  upon  him  and  his  boats  from  the  bushes. 

I  at  once  brought  my  broadside  to  bear  upon  the  shore  and  fired 
eight  or  ten  shells  into  the  bushes,  which  effectually  cleared  them  out 
and  stopped  their  firing. 

Again,  after  some  time,  a  few  shots  were  fired  from  the  bushes, 
upon  which  I  got  underway  to  bring  my  guns  to  bear  and  a  few  shells 
and  shrapnel  silenced  the  firing  on  shore. 

The  steamer  Cuyler’’ s  marines  and  other  small -arms  men  returned 
rapidly  the  fire  from  the  bushes,  as  also  did  your  boats.  Both  of  the 
latter  I  dispatched  to  the  Cuyler ,  with  orders  to  report  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  for  such  aid  as  they  could  render. 

I  remained  by  him  until  he  cleared  his  propeller  and  escorted  him 
up  to  this  anchorage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Captain  L.  M.  Powell, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Frigate  Potomac  and  Senior  Officer  Present . 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler, 

Off  Mobile  Bar ,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  Captain  Powell,  of  the 
Potomac ,  the  following-  report  of  the  circumstances  attending  the 
capture  of  the  schooner  J.  IP.  Wilder ,  taken  in  the  act  of  violating 
the  blockade  about  15  miles  east  of  Mobile  bar,  is  most  respectfully 
submitted: 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant,  while  the  Cuyler  was  employed 
watching  the  eastern  passage  over  Mobile  bar,  a  schooner  was  discov¬ 
ered  at  anchor  some  8  or  10  miles  to  the  eastward,  near  the  shore,  and 
no  time  was  lost  in  proceeding  to  examine  her.  So  soon  as  the  Cuyler 
was  observed  to  be  approaching,  the  schooner  slipped,  made  sail,  and 
steered  for  the  beach,  and,  on  grounding,  was  immediately  abandoned 
by  the  captain  and  crew,  the  steamer  under  my  command  being  at 
that  time  some  4  or  5  miles  distant. 

As  we  gradually  drew  nearer  in  a  considerable  party  of  persons  was 
observed  on  the  beach,  apparently  engaged  in  effecting  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  schooner,  and  apprehensive  of  an  attempt  to  destroy  her 
I  directed  a  shell  or  two  to  be  thrown  in  that  direction  from  our 
Parrott  gun,  one  of  which  fell  quite  near,  and  the  party  rapidly  disap¬ 
peared  behind  the  adjacent  sand  hills.  The  executive  officer  (Lieu¬ 
tenant  Philip)  was  then  dispatched  with  an  armed  boat  to  take  posses¬ 
sion,  who  boarded  the  schooner  and  hauled  down  her  sails,  as  well  as 
an  English  ensign  which  had  been  left  flying  at  the  masthead. 

The  Cuyler ,  meantime,  steaming  cautiously  in  by  the  lead,  dropped 
an  anchor  in  5  fathoms  of  water  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the 
beach  and  in  position  to  cover  and  secure  the  prize,  on  which  a  sharp 
fire  of  musketry  was  now  opened  from  a  range  of  low  sand  hills  near 
the  schooner,  which  was  promptly  returned  by  the  boarding  party  and 
the  marines  drawn  up  on  the  Cuyler's  quarter  deck,  while  a  few  shells 
from  the  two  after  guns  on  the  main  deck  assisted  in  clearing  the 
beach.  Our  efforts  were  next  directed  to  getting  the  schooner  afloat 
and  to  cover  the  working  parties  engaged  running  out  hawsers,  etc. 
The  light  12-pounder  howitzer  was  placed  in  our  largest  surf  boat.  No 
annoyance  from  the  enemy  was  experienced  for  several  hours,  but  our 
hawsers  were  twice  parted  by  the1  strain,  the  last  time  accidentally 
fouling  the  propeller. 

About  2  o’clock  p.  m. ,  having  succeeded  in  making  fast  our  largest 
hawser  to  the  foremast  of  the  schooner,  orders  were  issued  for  all 
hands  to  return  on  board;  but  the  boat  sent  to  withdraw  the  working 
party  from  the  prize  unfortunately  bilged  and  was  swamped  along¬ 
side,  and  while  the  other  two  boats  were  engaged  rescuing  the  men 
who  were  in  the  water  and  towing  off  the  dingey  a  destructive  fire  was 
reopened  by  the  coast  guard  (evidently  reinforced)  from  their  shel¬ 
tered  position  behind  the  sand  hills,  four  of  the  eight  persons  in  the 
howitzer  boat,  including  the  officer  in  charge,  being  disabled  by  the 
first  fire.  The  gun  could  not  be  used,  and  the  Cuyler’s  stern  being 
secured  to  the  schooner  by  a  hawser,  and  her  propeller  still  clogged 
and  temporarily  inoperative,  the  broadside  battery  was  also  unavail¬ 
able,  but  a  rapid  and  continuous  fire  of  small  arms  was  maintained 
from  the  quarter-deck.  The  opportune  arrival  of  the  steamer  Hunts¬ 
ville  at  this  time,  with  two  of  the  Potomac’s  cutters  in  tow,  afforded 
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material  and  welcome  aid.  Commander  Price  immediately  opened 
with  his  battery  on  the  sand  hills,  while  Mr.  Schley,  the  master  of  the 
Potomac ,  pushed  gallantly  in  toward  the  beach  with  the  cutters  of 
that  ship  and  rescued  our  crippled  boat,  which,  with  the  wounded 
men,  was  fast  drifting  into  the  surf,  our  gig  and  second  cutter  at  the 
same  time  picking  up  the  men  who  were  swimming  toward  them. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  soon  silenced  and  the  wounded  men  removed 
from  the  surfboat,  which  was  promptly  remanned  by  a  fresh  crew 
and  resumed  its  position  near  our  stern,  where  our  men  were  still  at 
work  clearing  the  propeller.  The  hawser,  fast  to  the  prize,  had  been 
previously  taken  to  our  forward  capstan  and  a  portion  of  our  crew 
kept  steadily  at  the  bars,  and  about  4  p.  m.  the  schooner  floated  and 
was  safely  hauled  out  under  our  stein.  At  5:30  p.  m.,  having  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  clearing  our  propeller,  the  anchor  was  weighed,  and  in 
company  with  the  Huntsville  the  Cuyler  steered  for  the  Potomac  with 
the  prize  in  tow. 

After  a  careful  search  neither  register,  manifest,  nor  clearance  could 
be  found,  and  these  papers  were  probably  either  removed  or  destroyed 
by  the  master  on  beaching  the  vessel,  but  the  documentary  evidence 
inadvertently  left  on  board  is  believed  to  be  sufficient  to  prove  that 
the  schooner  eluded  the  blockade  early  in  December  last,  proceeding 
from  Mobile  to  Havana,  which  port  she  left  early  in  January  bound 
to  Mobile.  All  the  books  and  papers  found  on  board  have  been  duty 
enclosed  under  seal  to  the  U.  S.  district  judge  at  Philadelphia. 

The  name  on  the  stern  of  the  schooner  was  partially  blacked  over, 
but  the  initials  “  J.  W.”  were  still  perceptible,  and  among  the  papers 
a  cei  tificate  of  inspection  dated  at  New  Orleans  in  March,  1861,  iden 
titled  the  vessel  as  the  J.  W.  Wilder',  of  Handsboro,  Miss.  The  usual 
quarter  boards  with  that  name  in  gilt  letters  were  found  carefully  con¬ 
cealed  in  her  hold,  and  a  white  burgee  with  “A  TP  Wilder”  in  red  letters 
was  also  found  aboard,  with  two  American  ensigns.  A  large  Confed¬ 
erate  States  flag  (evidentty  not  entirety  new)  was  subsequently  detected 
ingeniously  secreted  in  a  bag  of  coffee.  An  illegal  and  unauthorized 
use  of  the  English  ensign  is  presumed  to  have  been  made  on  this  occa¬ 
sion.  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  reporting  four  persons 
wounded  (two  of  them  seriously)  by  the  enemy’s  fire— John  Bloom  and 
Daniel  J.  Evans,  seamen;  Edward  Dorsey  and  Thomas  W.  Johnson, 
landsmen.  Mr.  Morse,  acting  master’s  mate,  while  in  charge  of  the 
howitzer  boat,  was  also  struck  and  partially  stunned  by  a  ball  that 
grazed  his  head  while  in  the  act  of  discharging  the  gun.  His  promo¬ 
tion  to  the  grade  of  acting  master  is  respectfully  suggested.  The 
Cuyleds  stern  being  less  than  300  yards  from  the  beach  and  her 
quarter-deck  awning  and  stanchions  cut  by  rifle  balls,  it  is  somewhat 
remarkable  there  are  not  more  casualties  to  report.  Acting  Master 
Henry  K.  Lapham  rendered  efficient  services  in  securing  the  prize, 
and  also  in  clearing  the  Cuyler1  s  propeller,  and  has  subsequently  been 
placed  in  charge  of  the  schooner.  Midshipmen  Adams  and  Alexander 
with  the  boats  under  their  charge  aided  in  rescuing  our  men  from  the 
water  regardless  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  exhibited  promise  of  much 
future  usefulness  to  the  naval  service,  and  the  officers  not  individually 
named  aided  me  most  zealously  and  effectively  in  their  respective 
departments. 

In  yiew  of  the  fact  that  the  Cuyler'' s  crew  were  under  fire  for  the 
first  time  a  commendable  degree  of  steadiness  and  spirit  was  evinced. 
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In  conclusion,  I  am  desirous  of  expressing  my  sense  of  indebtedness 
to  the  valuable  assistance  afforded  me  throughout  the  day  by  the  exec¬ 
utive  officer  of  the  Cuyler ,  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Ness  Philip, 
whose  permanent  restoration  to  his  original  position  on  the  naval  reg¬ 
ister  wouid  be  an  appropriate  and  acceptable  recognition  of  his  pres¬ 
ent  services,  as  well  as  an  unquestionable  advantage  to  the  public 
interests. 


With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Winslow, 

_  „  Lieutenant ,  Commandinq . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  etc 


Report  of  Master  Schley,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar ,  January  W,  186 2. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  order  I  went  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
IL m tsv Me  with  Acting  Midshipmen  Charles  Id.  Humphrey  and  John  J. 
Head  and  a  force  of  20  men,  6  marines,  and  a  corporal,  and  reported  to 
Commander  Price  the  object  of  the  expedition  under  my  command. 
As  soon  as  we  had  secured  our  boats  for  to  wing,  the  Huntsville  steamed 
rapidly  to  the  eastward.  After  the  lapse  of  about  an  hour  and  a  half, 
we  discovered  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler  close  in  to  the  beach  and  a 
schooner  a  short  distance  astern,  still  nearer  to  the  beach. 

As  we  drew  nearer  to  the  Cuyler ,  we  observed  that  the  enemy  were 
firing  heavily  upon  her  and  the  schooner  with  musketry;  but  on  near¬ 
ing  her  still  more,  we  observed  a  boat  disabled  near  the  beach,  and 
about  60  or  70  yards  from  the  spot  where  the  enemy  lay  concealed 
behind  sand  hills  and  such  other  secure  places  as  the  elevated  land 
beyond  the  beach  afforded,  and  firing  quite  heavily  upon  the  disable  d 
boat. 

With  all  possible  dispatch  I  left  the  Huntsville  in  my  boats  and 
hastened  to  the  Cuyler  to  render  her  any  assistance  in  my  power.  As 
I  drew  alongside  1  hailed  and  asked  for  orders.  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Winslow  directed  me  to  go  in  to  the  rescue  of  his  boat,  which 
had  been  disabled  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  I  did.  The  con¬ 
cealed  enemy  choosing  his  time,  waited  until  he  had  my  boats  fairly 
under  his  fire,  welcomed  us  with  a  volley,  followed  by  another  and 
still  another.  I  at  once  directed  the  marines  of  my  boats  to  return  the 
fire  as  rapidly  as  was  consistent  with  good  effect,  but  not  to  waste  a 
single  shot. 

Situated  as  the  enemy  were,  I  could  not  see  what  the  effect  of  our 
lire  was,  but  I  could  plainly  see  that  their  fire  became  less  accurate 
and  more  irregular,  and  so  continued  until  my  boats  had  succeeded  in 
reaching  and  taking  in  tow  the  disabled  boat  upon  which  they  had 
directed  their  fire  prior  to  my  arrival  upon  the  spot. 

Just  as  my  boats  had  fairly  secured  the  disabled  boat,  necessarily 
throwing  the  entire  party  in  line  ahead,  they  again  opened  quite 
spiritedly  upon  us,  and  so  kept  it  up  until  I  had  reached  the  Cuyler , 
where  I  towed  the  disabled  boat  containing  an  officer,  a  boy,  3  wounded 
men,  a  small  howitzer,  and  a  box  of  ammunition. 
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I  am  rejoiced  to  report  that  we  escaped  this  galling  tire  of  musketry 
with  no  injury  to  the  personnel  of  the  expedition,  my  boat,  however, 
being  once  struck,  the  shot  carrying  away  a  portion  of  the  brass  of  one 
of  the  rowlocks. 

I  can  not  praise  too  highly  the  firmness,  coolness,  and  determination 
of  the  officer,  marines,  and  men,  under  my  command  in  rescuing  their 
wounded  countrymen,  who  so  nobly  fell  upon  this  sad  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Winfield  Scott  Schley, 

Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  L.  M.  Powell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Potomuc. 


Letter  from  the  acting  British  consul  to  Captain  Powell,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  demanding  restitution 

of  schooner  and  cargo. 

British  Consulate, 

Mobile ,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  been  officially  notified  that  two  of  the  gunboats  under 
your  command  have  been  guilty  of  firing  upon  the  British  schooner 
Andrieta ,  Mr.  Capella,  master,  whilst  lying  at  anchor  in  a  calm  some 
distance  near  this  coast;  that  the  master  of  the  schooner  and  crew,  for 
the  safety  of  their  lives,  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  vessel  and 
come  on  shore;  that  subsequently  the  said  gunboats  took  possession  of 
the  Andrieta  and  cargo  and  it  is  presumable  have  them  still  in  pos¬ 
session. 

As  the  Andrieta  is  a  British  vessel,  owned  by  a  British  subject,  and, 
according  to  her  papers  filed  in  this  office,  was  on  a  peaceful  voyage 
from  Havana  to  Matamoras  and  not  liable  to  be  disturbed  on  such 
voyage. 

I  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  Government  which  I  represent, 
demand  the  restitution  of  said  schooner  Andrieta  and  cargo  and  that 
she  may  be  permitted  to  proceed  on  her  intended  and  lawful  voyage. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Magee, 

Acting  Consul. 

Commander  of  the  United  States  Fleet, 

Off  the  Harbor  of  Mobile. 


Letter  from  Captain  Powell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  acting  British  consul,  referring  him  to  the 
flag-officer  of  the  Gulf  Squadron  or  the  Secretary  of  State  for  information  regarding  the 
case. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  January  2 Ip,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  by 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Meslier,  in  which  you  state  that  two  of  the  gunboats 
of  the  squadron  before  Mobile  have  been  guilty  of  firing  upon  the 
British  schooner  Andrieta,  Mr.  Capella,  master,  whilst  lying  at  anchor 
in  a  calm  some  distance  near  this  coast;  that  the  master  of  the  schooner 
and  crew,  for  the  safety  of  their  lives,  were  compelled  to  abandon 
their  vessel  and  come  on  shore;  that  subsequently  the  said  gunboats 
took  possession  of  the  Andrieta,  etc. 
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I  am  happy  to  assure  you  that  uo  such  act  or  acts  as  stated  have 
occurred  within  the  limits  of  my  command.  The  facts,  so  far  as  I  am 
apprised  of  them,  are  as  follows: 

A  vessel  was  observed  at  anchor  near  the  coast,  about  15  miles  to 
the  eastward  of  Mobile  Bar,  on  the  morning  of  January  20,  and  as  the 
gunboat  A.  A*.  Cuyler  drew  in  sight,  but  at  a  long  distance,  she  (the 
schooner)  hoisted  sail  and  ran  upon  the  shore  with  a  moderate  wind 
blowing  at  the  time,  and  the  master,  with  every  living  soul,  deserted 
her,  taking  most  of  their  effects  with  them. 

\\  hen  the  Cuyler  came  near  she  sent  a  small  armed  boat  on  board, 
which  wTas  fired  upon  from  the  shore.  Subsequently,  a  boat  sent  to 
withdraw  the  working  party  from  the  schooner  bilged  and  filled  along- - 
side,  and  the  boats  engaged  in  rescuing  the  men  from  the  water  were 
fired  upon  by  a  party  of  armed  men  behind  the  sand  hill,  and  not  recov¬ 
ered  until  two  other  boats  had  pushed  in  under  a  heavy  fire  close  to 
the  beach  to  their  assistance.  All  the  boats  were  fired  upon,  and  the 
Cuyler  covered  with  rifle  shot  whilst  she  was  engaged  in  dragging  off 
the  schooner,  which  was  not  effected  for  several  hours. 

If  this  be  the  vessel  you  refer  to,  she  does  not  answer  to  the  facts  as 
stated  in  your  letter,  the  only  evidence  of  name  being  the  printed  let¬ 
ter  boards  of  J.  IF.  Wilder ,  found  in  her  hold  with  a  large  burgee  flag- 
bearing  that  name. 

The  certificate  of  the  inspector  for  the  southern  district  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  identifying  the  same  name,  dated  March  15, 1861,  was  also  among 
the  papers  recovered.  A  Confederate  States  ensign  was  also  found 
secreted  in  a  bag  of  coffee,  from  which  it  is  presumed  that  the  vessel 
was  making  an  unauthorized  and  illegal  use  of  her  Majesty’s  flag, 
which  was  only  hoisted  after  the  schooner  had  been  beached  and  was 
about  to  be  abandoned. 

The  case  has  been  referred  by  the  flag-officer  commanding  this 
squadron,  with  all  the  documentary  evidence  attainable,  to  the  honor¬ 
able  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for 
adjudication. 

For  any  further  information,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  flag- 
officer  commanding  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  now  at  Ship 
Island,  or  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Consul,  James  Magee, 

Mol>  He. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  acting  British  consul  at  Mobile, 
referring  him  to  the  authorities  at  Washington  for  further  information  in  the  case. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ',  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  23d  instant,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Meslier,  and  in  reply 
have  to  state  that  I  have  received  reports  in  relation  to  the  capture  of 
the  schooner  J.  W.  Wilder,  or,  as  you  are  pleased  to  call  her,  the 
Andrieta,  from  all  the  officers  concerned  therein. 

The  statements  of  these  officers  differ  materially  from  that  of  the 
captain  of  the  Wilder.  Not  a  gun  was  fired  at  her  by  either  of  the 
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vessels.  I  will  here  remark  that  papers  found  on  hoard  show  that  she 
was  expected. 

This  affair  has  now,  however,  passed  beyond  my  control,  the  cargo 
of  the  schooner  having  been  shipped  for  the  north  and  the  whole  mat¬ 
ter  referred  to  my  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Mr.  James  Magee, 

Acting  Consul  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty ,  Mobile. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Winslow,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  a  medal  for  Landsman  Edward 

Dorsey  for  conspicuous  gallantry. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cutler, 

Ship  Island ,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  Being  apprised  that  under  a  recent  act  of  Congress  a  number 
of  medals  are  to  be  prepared  for  distribution  among  the  petty  officers, 
seamen,  and  others  of  the  naval  service,  I  am  desirous  of  commending 
to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Department  the  name  of  Edward  Dorsey, 
a  young  landsman,  serving  on  board  the  B.  B.  Cuyler ,  whose  conduct, 
when  unfortunately  wounded  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy  during  our 
recent  skirmish  with  the  coast  guard,  near  Mobile  Bar,  justly  entitles 
him  to  this  mark  of  honorable  distinction.  He  was  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  howitzer  boat,  on  which  the  tire  of  the  enemy  was  first  directed, 
and  though  wounded  severely  in  the  right  arm,  continued  to  pull  his 
oar  steadily  with  the  other,  observing  coolly  to  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  boat  that  he  had  one  arm  left  and  would  pull  as  long  as  he  could 
use  that. 

The  wound  lias  nearly  healed  up,  but  as  the  missile  could  not  be 
extracted,  his  right  arm  will  never  be  as  useful  as  before. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Francis  Winslow, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Major-General  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  transmitting  report. 

TIdqrs.  Dept,  of  Alabama  and  West  Florida, 

Hear  Pensacola ,  Fla.,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Colonel  Powell,  Provisional 
Army,  of  a  recent  contest  by  a  portion  of  his  command  with  the  enemy 
over  a  British  schooner.  The  conduct  of  our  troops  was  highly  cred¬ 
itable,  though  they  were  unable  to  save  the  vessel  from  capture. 
Every  facility  has  been  extended  to  the  British  consul  in  prosecuting 
the  case,  and  I  hope  he  has  succeeded,  as  he  desired,  in  complicating 
affairs  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  A  copy  of  an 
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article,  from  n  MnLilo  enclosed  * 

the 


,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Braxton  Rraoo 


Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Colonel  Powell,  C.  S.  Army, 


Camp  Bragg,  January  21,  1862. 


,  Captain .  I  ai  ail  myself  of  the  boat  from  this  point  to-day  to  report 
that  a  sharp  contest  took  place  at  the  mouth  of  the  lagoon  [Alabama] 
yesterday  between  two  of  the  enemy’s  steamers,  with  their  boats,  and 
Captain  [\\  llliam]  Cottrill’s  command,  for  the  possession  of  the 
schooner  Andrieta,  formerly  J  W.  Wilder ,  which  had  been  run  on 
shore  at  that  place  with  the  hope  of  saving-  her  cargo.  All  the  partic¬ 
ulars  of  the  affair  can  not  be  given  at  this  time,  as  I  have  not  a  report 
of  the  part  taken  in  it  by  the  force,  consisting  of  two  fieldpieces  and 
two  companies,  ordered  up  from  Fort  Morgan  and  Camp  Bragg,  and 
which  were  on  the  west  side  of  the  lagoon  under  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  Jones. 

Upon  my  getting  on  this  side  of  the  lagoon  to  put  Captain  Cottrill’s 
company  in  action,  that  officer  had  already  moved  his  available  force 
across  the  lagoon  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  schooner,  and  there 
he  kept  up  so  sharp  and  well  directed  a  fire  upon  the  schooner  and  the 
boats  of  the  steamers  as  to  drive  those  of  the  enemj^  who  had  pre¬ 
viously  reached  her  below,  and  prevented  the  boats  from  getting  to 
their  assistance,  while  he  sheltered  his  men  so  securely  behind  the 
sand  hills  as  to  maintain  his  position,  though  it  was  only  about  100 
yards  from  the  beach  and  not  more  than  600  or  800  yards  from  the 
steamers,  without  losing  a  life. 

Captain  Cottrill  and  his  command  deserve  great  credit  for  the  skill¬ 
ful  and  daring  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  parts  in  a 
defense  which,  judging  from  the  effect  of  their  fire  while  continued, 
must  have  been  successful,  if  it  had  not  been  the  case  that  the  schooner 
was  run  on  shore  at  low  tide,  and  that  the  enemy  succeeded  in  making 
a  hawser  fast  to  her  before  he  got  his  men  into  position,  by  which  she 
was  hauled  out  of  range  after  the  tide,  in  rising,  had  caused  her  to 
float. 

What  loss  the  enemy  met  with  1  will  not  pretend  to  state,  as  I  was 
not  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  scene  of  action;  but  it  must  have 
been  considerable,  as  two  of  their  boats,  one  of  which  is  now  reported 
as  on  the  beach  and  in  the  possession  of  our  men,  were  sunk  or  turned 
over,  and  another  had  every  oarsman  shot  or  driven  off  their  seats, 
and  was  towed  out  of  range  by  another  sent  to  her  assistance. 

As  I  mentioned  above,  there  was  no  loss  of  life  from  this  command 
so  far  as  heard  from,  and  we  have  only  to  regret  that  of  the  schooner 
and  cargo,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  captain  neglected  to  fire  in  his 
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desire  to  save  it.  Upon  returning  to  Fort  Morgan  I  shall  be  able  to 
furnish  any  further  particulars  which  may  be  brought  to  my  notice. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Powell, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Captain  D.  E.  Huger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Withers,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  District  of  Alabama, 

Mobile ,  January  22,  1862. 

General:  I  forward  herewith  communications*  brought  from 
Havana  by  the  schooner  Wilder,  directed,  respectively,  to  the  President, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

The  vessel,  being  closely  pressed  by  the  enemy,  was  beached  between 
Fort  Morgan  and  the  Perdido.  The  crew  escaped  to  the  shore  and 
the  vessel  and  cargo  captured  by  the  enemy  after  some  loss  of  life 
resulting  from  the  lire  from  Captain  Cottrill’s  company. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  M.  Withers, 

Brigadier-  General ,  etc.- 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-  General,  Richmond. 


Rep>ort  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  capture  of  schooner  Olive  Branch  and  sloop  Mary  Nevis. 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 

Tampa  Bay,  January  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  on  16th 
instant,  and  the  delivery,  pursuant  to  your  orders  of  6th,  of  a  rilled 
20-pounder  Parrott  gun,  with  equipments,  munitions,  etc.,  as  received, 
to  U.  S.  gunboat  Ethan  Allen,  having  previously  run  down  to  Pass 
a  l’Outre  and  delivered,  as  directed,  three  old  guns  and  a  quantity  of 
scrap  iron  to  the  U.  S.  steam  gunboat  Mercedita. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  9  miles  N.  E.  of  Chandcleur  light,  we 
brought  to  the  U.  S.  schooner  Maria  A.  Wood  by  firing  a  shot  across 
her  bows,  in  consequence  of  her  being  unable  to  answer  our  signals  or 
show  any  by  which  she  could  be  recognized,  when  she  sent  a  boat  with 
an  officer,  who  reported  that  they  had  no  night  signals  on  board. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  on  our  passage  hither  from  the  Passes, 
we  made  a  large  steamer  to  the  S.  E.  standing  toward  us,  and,  tacking 
ship,  gave  chase  to  windward,  and,  the  breeze  favoring,  we  brought  her 
under  our  lee,  the  ship  being  cleared  for  action,  and  ordered  her  to 
stop  the  engine.  On  sending  a  boaton  board  she  proved  to  be  thetrans- 
port  Philadelphia,  from  New  York,  30th  ultimo,  via  Key  West  and 
Tortugas,  with  army  officers  and  supplies  for  Fort  Pickens,  having  no 
signals  on  board. 
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Oft.  the  afternoon  of  15th,  off  Cedar  Keys,  fell  in  with  IT.  S.  S. 
Florida ,  Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  who  sent  for  me  on  board 
to  notify  me  of  the  raising  of  the  blockade  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
by  the  Flambeau’s  having  to  leave  for  a  supply  of  coal  and  the  proba¬ 
ble  escape  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Gladiator,  having  arms  for  the 
rebels,  with  destination  for  Cedar  Keys,  off  which  it  was  Commander 
Goldsborough’s  intention  to  cruise  for  some  time  in  hopes  of  meeting 
her.  At  noon  of  20th  the  lookout  at  the  light- house  on  Egmont  Key^ 
at  which  a  vigilant  watch  is  kept  by  the  Ethan  Allen ,  signalized  a  sail 
in  the  offing  to  the  S.  E.  some  3  leagues  distant,  on  which  Captain 
Eaton  immediately  sent  two  of  his  boats  in  pursuit,  and  as  early  as 
practicable  notified  me  of  the  fact,  recpiesting  my  cooperation.  I  there¬ 
fore  lost  no  time  in  dispatching  two  of  our  boats,  one  with  an  officer 
and  6,  the  other  with  an  officer  and  11  men,  all  well  armed,  to  assist. 

The  boats  of  the  Ethan  Allen ,  having  nearly  an  hour’s  start,  reached 
the  chase  some  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  before  ours  and  boarded  her,  but, 
without  waiting  for  our  boats  (which  had  pulled  out  6  leagues)  to  come 
up,  the  officer  boarding  gave  chase  to  a  boat  containing  the  super¬ 
cargo  and  five  men  from  the  prize,  which  was  making  for  and  succeeded 
in  escaping  to  the  shore,  when  our  boats,  being  unable  to  hold  way 
with  her,  put  about  and  returned  to  this  vessel.  I  enclose  copy  of  a 
note  *  from  me  to  Acting  Master  Henry  Allen,  in  charge  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  calling  for  his  report  of  the  circumstances,  and  also  copy  *  of  hisi 
reply. 

The  prize  was  brought  in  this  morning  by  Acting  Master  Stephenson 
of  the  Ethan  Allen ,  and  proved  to  be  the  Confederate  schooner  Olive 
Branch ,  of  Jacksonville,  burden  42|§  tons,  from  Cedar  Keys  9th 
instant,  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  cargo  of  ICO  barrels  (5,440 
gallons)  spirits  turpentine,  valued  at  about  $8,700,  and  the  vessel  at 
$1,200  to  $1,500  more. 

The  captain  reports  that  at  the  date  of  his  leaving  there  were  three 
other  vessels  ready  to  sail,  all  laden  with  spirits  turpentine  and  bound 
for  Nassau,  their  aggregate  cargoes  amounting  to  about  900  barrels. 

He  reports  the  whole  country  as  greatly  distressed  by  the  blockade; 
coffee,  $1;  tea,  $2  per  pound;  pork,  $60  per  barrel,  and  other  articles 
in  proportion,  and  extremely  difficult  to  procure  at  even  these  prices. 
The  fortifications  on  Sea  Horse  Key  he  reports  abandoned,  and  all 
persons  capable  of  bearing  arms  sent  off  to  Fernandina.  His  crew 
were  shipped  at  $50  per  month,  and  his  mates  at  $75  and  $70.  Alto¬ 
gether  the  country  is,  by  his  representations,  in  a  deplorable  condition. 

January  27,  8  a.  m. — As  we  were  preparing  to  get  underway  at 
noon  of  25th,  after  being  windbound  for  the  previous  three  days  by  a 
hard  westerly^  gale  (which  left  the  bar  so  rough  as  to  be  impassable  for 
twenty-four  hours  after  it  died  out),  the  Ethan  Allen  signaled  two 
strange  sail  in  sight  to  the  S.  E.,  coming  down  from  Tampa,  and  also 
for  me  to  repair  on  board  for  consultation.  On  my  doing  so,  Captain 
Eaton  informed  me  that  he  had  intelligence  warranting  the  belief  that 
the  vessels  formed  part  of  an  expedition  fitting  out  at  Tampa  as  a 
coast  guard,  and  requested  my  cooperation  in  cutting  them  out,  and 
also  in  making  a  reconnoissance  of  a  fortification  said  to  have  been 
erected  near  the  mouth  of  the  Manatee  River,  about  2  leagues. from 
the  ship  to  the  S.  E.  Under  the  circumstances  I  considered  it  my 
duty  to  accede  to  his  wishes,  and  returning  on  board  my  own  vessel, 
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mustered  the  ship’s  company,  and  after  briefly  explaining  the  nature 
of  the  proposed  expedition  called  for  volunteers,  when  every  man 
threw  up  his  hand,  and  three  such  cheers  were  given  as  satisfied  me 
that  the  hearts  of  my  crew  were  all  right,  and  they  fully  responded  to 
the  confidence  I  had  always  felt  in  their  ability  and  readiness  to  meet 
any  emergency.  At  8  p.  m.  I  dispatched  the  first,  second,  and  third 
cutters,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  J.  H.  Hallet  and  Master’s  Mates 
J.  E.  Whiteside  and  C.  E.  Sloan,  with  35  men,  fully  armed,  the  whole 
under  charge  of  Mr.  Hallet,  with  written  instructions  to  act  in  concert 
with  an  equal  number  of  boats  and  men  from  the  Ethan  Allen ,  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  Stephenson.  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
Blakeman,  at  his  urgent  request,  accompanied  the  expedition  and 
would,  I  am  confident,  with  his  coolness  and  knowledge  of  military 
tactics,  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  organizing  the  men  had 
it  proved  necessary  to  land  in  presence  of  an  enemy.  Master’s  Mate 
James  S.  Williams,  though  under  suspension  for  having  been  found 
asleep  on  his  watch  while  in  charge  (as  duly  reported  to  \tou),  was  also 
allowed,  on  his  pressing  request,  to  join  the  expedition. 

I  am  constrained  to  express  my  regret  that  the  immediate  results  of 
the  expedition  were  by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  scale  on  which 
it  was  organized.  The  boats  returned  last  evening,  having  found  no 
armed  vessel  nor  any  enemy  on  shore,  after  capturing  the  sloop  Mary 
Nevis ,  of  Tampa,  of  about  12  tons  burden,  engaged  in  carrying  the 
mails,  freight,  and  passengers  between  Fort  Brooke,  Manatee  River, 
and  the  intermediate  points,  with  a  woman  and  child  only  on  board, 
the  one  man  forming  her  crew  having  run  her  ashore  and  taken  to  the 
bush.  They  also  burned  the  temporary  barracks  erected  on  a  mound 
near  the  beach,  lately  occupied,  according  to  parties  on  shore,  by  a 
troop  of  115  or  120  cavalry,  with  one  gun  mounted  on  wheels.  I  can 
not  but  regard  the  expedition,  however,  as  likely  to  have  a  useful 
result,  both  in  familiarizing  the  men  with  such  service  and  by  impress¬ 
ing  the  enemy  with  a  sense  of  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  and 
thoroughness  of  the  preparation  on  our  part  to  meet  and  repel  any 
attack  they  may  have  the  means  of  making. 

That  such  a  movement  as  has  been  reported  has  been,  and  may  yet 
be  in  contemplation,  1  think  evident,  from  one  of  the  persons  con¬ 
versed  with  at  the  Manatee  landing,  having  enquired  whether  the 
vessels  had  been  attacked  the  night  previous,  and  given  as  a  reason 
that  those  inshore  thought  they  had  heard  firing  in  our  direction, 
remarks  that  would  hardly  have  been  made  but  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
existence  of  some  purpose  and  means  of  making  an  attack. 

I  enclose  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Acting  Master  Hallet  (of  which 
a  counterpart  was  furnished  to  Acting  Master  Stephenson)  and  his 
report  to  me  of  his  action  thereupon. 

I  leave  this  morning  for  the  cruising  ground  designated  in  your 
orders  of  6th  instant,  and  hoping  ere  long  to  be  able  to  forward  a  more 
gratifying  report  from  the  Kingfisher  than  the  present,  have  the  honor 
to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  P.  CoUTHOUY, 

Acting  Volunteer)'  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron, 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 

Tampa  Bay ,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  I,  at  8  p.  m.  of  the  25th,  left  the 
bark  Ethan  Mien  in  charge  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  cutters,  with 
40  men  all  told,  fully  armed,  in  company  with  three  boats  from  the 
Ethan  Allen,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Stephenson,  and  pulled 
inshore  to  a  point  about  3  miles  above  Manatee  River  and  lay  there 
until  about  4  o’clock  next  morning;  then  we  pulled  carefully  up  the 
bay.  At  daylight  saw  a  sloop  coming  down  the  bay;  we  started  in 
chase  of  her  and  got  within  a  mile  of  her  before  they  discovered  us; 
she  then  hauled  up  on  the  wind  to  the  N.  W.  The  Ethan  Allen's  boats 
made  sail  in  his  wake  after  her,  and  the  Kingfisher's  boats  pulled  to 
the  windward  to  cut  her  oft'  on  the  next  tack;  the  first  and  second  cut¬ 
ters  had  gained  on  her  so  much  that  he  was  obliged  to  run  her  ashore 
to  avoid  his  being  taken  by  our  boats  on  the  one  hand,  or  those  of  the 
Ethan  Allen  on  the  other,  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Manatee  River.  The 
Ethan  Allen’s  boats,  having  sails,  got  alongside  first,  the  Kingfisher's 
boats  being  so  far  to  windward;  we  then  put  all  the  boats  ahead  of  her 
and  pulled  her  off.  Then  we  came  down  alongshore,  taking  a  good 
look  into  all  the  bays  and  inlets  as  far  as  Great  Manatee  River,  up 
which  we  proceeded  about  2  miles,  then  land[ed]  to  reconnoiter.  We 
took  a  look  at  what  we  supposed  to  be  a  fortification  when  we  left  the 
ship,  but  it  proved  an  old  Indian  mound  and  barracks  that  had  been 
latel}7  occupied  by  troops,  to  which  we  applied  a  match  and  burned  to 
the  ground.  We  did  not  see  any  signs  of  military  force,  but  were 
told  that  there  had  been  116  cavalry  there  but  four  days  previous,  but 
they  had  left  the  place  for  good,  being  unable  to  get  enough  for  their 
horses  to  eat.  We  did  not  see  any  vessels  there  at  all,  but  captured 
three  small  boats.  We  saw  only  half  a  dozen  persons  about  the  coast, 
two  of  whom  were  females,  and  the  whole  had  a  wretched  and  poverty- 
stricken  appearance;  then  returned  on  board  the  ship  at  7  p.  m.  last 
evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  II.  Hallet, 

Acting  Master. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jos.  R.  Coutiiouy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  IT.  S. 

Navy,  referring  to  the  loss  of  the  schooner  Anna  Taylor. 

Navy  Department,  January  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  No.  12,  dated  30th  ultimo,  has  been  received.  As  respects 
the  condition  of  some  of  the  steamers  of  your  squadron,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  on  the  20th  December  authorized  you  to  send  them  north  if  the 
repairs  could  not  be  effected  on  the  station.  In  September  last  you 
were  informed  that  new  boilers  for  the  Mohawk,  in  course  of  con¬ 
struction  in  New  York,  would  be  completed  about  the  latter  part  of 
October.  It  was  designed  that  she  should  come  north  to  receive  them. 

The  subject  of  a  supply  of  bituminous  coal  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  proper  bureau. 
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Southern  accounts  report  the  capture  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
schooner  Anna  Taylor ,  for  the  safety  of  which  Captain  Fugle  had 
fears,  the  vessel  having  been  wrecked  at  some  point  on  the  Gulf  coast. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comm  anding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Craven ,  U  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn,  to  proceed  to  d%dy  on  the 

blockade  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  sloop  Brooklyn  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  Mobile  and  relieve  Captain  L.  M.  Powell,  commanding  the 
frigate  Potomac,  in  the  blockade  of  that  place. 

You  will  enforce  a  rigid  blockade,  in  which  service  you  will  be  aided 
by  Commander  C.  Price,  in  the  steamer  Huntsville ,  and  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Winslow,  in  the  steamer  Cxiyler. 

The  Huntsville  you  will  station  at  the  western  passage  and  the 
Cuyler  at  the  eastern.  During  the  day  the  Cuyler  should  occasionally 
run  down  the  coast  to  the  eastward,  as  I  have  information  that  the 
rebels  will  endeavor  to  land  cargoes  by  running  vessels  on  the  beach. 

You  will  receive  from  the  Potomac  a  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  with 
equipments  and  ammunition,  which  you  may  retain  until  further  orders. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  for  Captain  Powell,  also  a  num¬ 
ber  of  circulars,  etc.,  to  which  I  call  your  particular  attention. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn,  Ship  Island. 

P.  S. — The  steamer  Miramon,  which  ran  the  blockade  at  Mobile  a 
short  time  since,  is  now  loading  at  Havana,  and  will  probably  endeavor 
to  return  to  Mobile. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  receipts  for 
captured  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  receipts*  of  Captain 
Butler  (quartermaster)  for  the  steamers  Ilenry  Lewis  and  Anna,  and 
the  schooners  Olive  and  Captain  Spedden,  and  the  lumber  which  con¬ 
stituted  the  cargoes  of  the  schooners. 

I  also  transmit  the  report*  of  survey  on  the  prize  schooners  Gipsey 
and  Captain  Spedden,  and  the  cargo  of  the  latter  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Flagship  Niagara,  January  23,  1862. 


Name. 

Station. 

Wanderer . 

Key  West . . 

Tahoma . 

Ethan  Allen . 

Tampa  Bay . . 

Mohawk . 

St.  Marks  I . 

Sagamore . 

Marion . 

M.  A.  Wood . 

Mississippi . 

Fort  Pickens . . 

Brooklvri . 

Mobile . 

Huntsville . 

R.  R.  Cuvier . 

Wissahickon . 

Petit  Bois  and  Horn  Island  passes. 
Ship  Island  .... 

Niagara  . 

Massachusetts . 

New  London  . 

. do . . 

Water  Witch . 

. do . 

South  Carolina . 

Itasca  . 

Mercedita . 

Winona . 

. do . 

Vincennes . 

Preble . 

Colorado . 

Samuel  Rotan . 

. do . 

De  Soto . 

Montgomery . 

Atchafalaya . 

Sciota . ’ . 

Ship  Island . 

Hatteras . 

Santee . 

Galveston . 

Rachel  Seaman . 

. do . 

Kingfisher . 

Kittatinny . 

Midnight . 

Arthur . 

Chambers . 

Remarks. 


Repairing. 


Blockading. 


Repairing. 

Do. 


Repairing. 

Will  be  off  Berwick  to-morrow. 


Cruising  between  the  mouths  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  Yucatan  Bank. 

Cruising  between  Ship  Island  Shoal 
and  Sabine  Pass. 

Cruising  between  Galveston  and  Mat¬ 
agorda. 

Cruising  between  Matagorda  and 
Corpus  Christi. 

Cruising  between  Corpus  Christi  and 
the  Rio  Grande. 

Dispatched  to  Vera  Cruz. 

Just  arrived;  will  be  dispatched  to 
cruise  between  Tortugas  and  Apa¬ 
lachicola. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Emmons, 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ilatteras,  to  relieve  Lieutenant 

Jouett,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  in  command  of  the  Uockade  of  Berwick  Bay. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  Ilatteras  under  your  command 
to  Berwick  Ba}rand  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  James  F.  Jouett, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  in  the  blockade  at  that  place. 
Lieutenant  Jouett  has  a  chart  of  the  bay  which  lie  will  transfer  to  you. 

It  is  believed  that  the  light  draft  of  the  vessel  under  your  command 
will  enable  you  to  enter  the  Berwick  channel,  and  thus  make  an  effectual 
blockade.  I  have  information  that  the  channel  has  been  marked  out 
by  driving  piles;  if  so,  it  is  very  important  that  they  should  be  sawed 
off  a  little  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  you  will  have  this  done 
if  practicable. 

You  will  dispatch  the  Montgomery,  with  instructions  to  her  com¬ 
mander  to  report  to  me  at  this  place,  unless  the  combined  force  of  the 
two  vessels  will  enable  you  to  operate  effectively  against  the  enemy, 
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in  which  case  you  may  detain  her  a  few  days,  provided  she  has  suffi¬ 
cient  coal. 

I  was  informed  some  weeks  since  that  a  steamer  called  the  Mobile 
was  lying  in  the  river  near  Berwick  in  readiness  for  sea,  with  the 
exception  of  a  crew;  at  that  time  she  had  but  twenty  or  thirty  men, 
none  of  them  seamen.  It  may  be  in  your  power  to  capture  her. 

You  will  report  to  me  by  the  first  opportunity  (the  Montgomery  if 
possible)  whether  a  vessel  can  be  sunk  in  such  a  manner  as  to  close 
the  narrow  channel  which  is  now  marked  out  by  piles. 

I  have  information  that  the  steamer  Calhoun ,  from  Berwick,  has 
arrived  in  Havana  with  600  bales  of  cotton.  She  will  most  likely 
return  to  Berwick,  probably  under  English  colors.  She  is  to  be  cap¬ 
tured  wherever  met  with. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -Offices',  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hatter  as,  Ship  Island. 


Capture  of  the  steamer  Calhoun ,  or -Cuba,  January  S3,  186*2. 

Report  of  Captain  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Calhoun , 
or  Cuba ,  from  Havana,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  loaded  with  powder, 
coffee,  chemicals,  etc. 

She  was  first  seen  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant  from  the  mast¬ 
head  of  this  ship  to  the  eastward,  standing  inshore.  I  immediately 
ordered  the  schooner  Samuel  Rotan  (a  tender  to  the  vessel  under  my 
command)  to  go  in  chase.  Having  a  strong  breeze,  the  tender  drove 
the  steamer  into  shoal  water  in  East  Ba,y,  distant  about  10  miles  from 
this  anchorage,  but  before  she  could  reach  the  steamer,  the  officers, 
crew,  and  passengers  escaped  by  their  boats.  On  boarding  her,  she 
was  found  on  fire  in  two  places.  Tar  and  oil  had  been  poured  on  the 
coal  and  the  furnace  fires  raked  out  over  the  coal.  By  the  efforts  of 
our  crew  the  fire  was  extinguished  with  little  damage  to  the  vessel  and 
cargo. 

T.  Butler  King,  commissioner  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
of  America,  was  a  passenger  in  the  Calhoun.  I  collected  all  his  pri¬ 
vate  papers  found  on  board,  which  I  forward  to  you  through  Flag- 
Officer  McKean.  A  careful  perusal  of  them  will  give  you  an  idea  of 
what  he  has  been  doing  abroad  and  may  prove  of  importance. 

On  learning  the  escape  of  the  officers,  crew,  and  passengers  of  the 
steamer  (in  all  about  thirty  persons),  I  dispatched  the  tender  Rotan 
and  steamer  Calhoun  up  the  river  in  search  of  them  without  avail. 

The  steamer  I  have  had  surveyed.  She  is  not  fitted  to  make  a  winter 
passage  north.  I  transferred  her  cargo  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
Tuck  to  the  schooner  Samuel  Rotan,  which  I  shall  send  to  Flao--Officer 
William  W.  McKean  for  disposition. 

A  few  arms  only  were  found  on  her,  although  when  she  left  Havana 
she  had  a  quantity  on  freight.  From  reliable  information  I  learn  they 
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were  thrown  overboard,  together  with  one  or  two  hundred  bags  of 
coffee.  She  was  formerly  the  flagship  of  the  rebel  navy,  G.  N.  Hol¬ 
lins,  flag-officer,  commanding,  and  the  same  vessel  which  attacked  the 
Richmond ,  Vincennes ,  and  Preble  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes  of  this 
river. 

I  have  already  manned  and  armed  her  and  placed  a  lieutenant  tem¬ 
porarily  in  charge.  Being  swift  and  of  light  draft,  she  is  of  great 
service  to  this  ship  as  a  tender. 

This  again  leaves  the  ship  under  my  command  with  but  one  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  a  deficiency  of  serviceable  officers  of  the  lower  grades. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Second  report  of  Captain  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  January  30 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  rebel  steamer 
Calhoun ,  otherwise  called  the  Cuba. 

She  was  first  seen  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  bearing  E.  by 
N.,  distant  about  5  miles,  and  on  her  seeing  this  ship  she  stood  rapidly 
into  the  shoal  water  of  East  Bay. 

Being  unable  to  pursue  her  in  shoal  water  with  this  ship,  I  dis¬ 
patched  the  schooner  Samuel  Rotan  with  an  officer  and  reinforcement 
from  this  ship  after  her,  and  also  signaled  the  schooner  Rachel  Seaman 
to  give  chase. 

They  found  the  steamer  at  anchor  in  East  Bay  abandoned  and  set 
on  fire  in  two  places  by  her  crew.  Acting  Masters  Rogers  and  Tuck 
boarded  her  in  the  Rotaris  boats  and  soon  extinguished  the  fires  with¬ 
out  injury  to  the  vessel  or  cargo  and  brought  her  to  this  anchorage. 
By  the  log  book  and  papers  found  on  board  she  proved  to  be  the 
Confederate  States  steamer  Calhoun ,  having  cleared  at  New  Orleans 
for  Havana  on  the  2d  instant  with  651  bales  of  cotton;  she  had  two 
clearances  from  the  New  Orleans  custom-house  of  that  date,  one  as 
the  steamer  Calhoun ,  McConnell,  master,  and  another  as  the  steamer 
Cuba,  McConnel,  master.  She  subsequently  sailed  from  Havana  fol- 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  steering  N.  W.  by  W.,  and  was  found  off  this 
Pass  on  the  23d  instant  with  powder  in  cases,  equal  to  500  barrels,  on 
board,  a  few  rifles,  and  a  valuable  assorted  cargo.  The  baggage  of 
T.  Butler  King,  commissioner  from  Georgia,  was  found  on  board. 

I  have  had  the  steamer  surveyed,  the  report  of  the  surveying  offi¬ 
cers  corroborating  my  own  opinion — that  she  being  a  harbor  and 
river  steamer,  it  will  be  unsafe  to  send  her  north  at  this  season  of  the 
year  for  adjudication.  I  therefore  transferred  her  cargo  to  the  Rotan 
and  placed  Acting  Master  J.  W.  Tuck,  as  prize  master,  to  convey  the 
same  and  all  papers  found  on  board  to  the  United  States  district  court 
at  New  York.  He  has  orders  to  report  to  you  at  Ship  Island  for  fur¬ 
ther  instructions. 

In  case  you  deem  it  expedient  to  reship  the  goods  in  another  vessel, 
I  request  that  you  will  order  David  Welsh,  captain  [of  the]  hold,  and 
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L.  S.  Vickery,  ordinary  seaman,  of  the  Samuel  Rotan ,  to  accompany 
Mr.  Tuck  as  witnesses  of  the  capture.  I  have  manned  and  armed  the 
prize  and  placed  a  lieutenant  in  charge.  I  required  of  Commander 
Woodhull  a  20-pounder  Parrott  gun  for  an  efficient  armament  for  her, 
which  I  obtained. 

Four  rebel  steamers  came  down  the  Pass  to-day.  One  of  them  fired 
several  shots,  which  fell  within  half  a  mile  of  us.  We  returned  the 
same  without  hitting  her.  Had  we  the  rifled  gun  and  howitzer  on  the 
prize  at  the  time  of  this  visit,  I  should  have  sent  her  in  chase. 

I  am  having  a  most  vigilant  lookout  kept,  and  trust  nothing  will 
escape  the  blockade. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  request  of  the  judge  to  appoint  com¬ 
missioners  to  appraise  the  steamer,  machinery,  and  appurtenances  for 
the  benefit  of  whom  it  may  concern,  she  having  been  taken  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  Government,  for  which  disposition  I 
request  authority  from  you? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  letter  from  the  acting  British 

consul  at  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  South  West  Pass ,  Mississippi  River ,  February  13 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from 
George  Coppell,  who  signs  himself  as  acting  British  consul  at  New 
Orleans,  with  my  answer*  to  the  same.  The  two  persons  mentioned 
were  passengers  in  the  rebel  steamer  Calhoun ,  which  was  laden  in  part 
with  powder,  arms,  ball  cartridges,  percussion  caps,  bar  steel,  quick¬ 
silver,  etc. 

The  crew  and  passengers  of  said  vessel,  on  the  approach  of  our  ten¬ 
der,  the  Samuel  Rotan ,  deliberately  set  fire  to  and  abandoned  her, 
including  their  personal  effects,  with  the  hope  of  destroying  the  same. 
They  therefore  can  not  legally  make  reclamation.  W.  F.  Scott,  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  acting  consul’s  note  as  a  British  subject,  informed  me 
that  he  had  done  business  in  New  Orleans  for  nine  years,  and  was  a 
British  subject.  He  came  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  ask  for  his  own  and 
wife’s  baggage,  which  he  was  allowed  to  take,,  and  left  with  several 
large  trunks  and  two  valises.  He  claimed  and  was  allowed  to  take 

some  private  cigars  which  he  described  as  marked <(sX  After  he  left 

I  learned  that  the  cargo  was  nearly  all  marked  <^8)  and  that  he  was 

either  the  agent  or  owner  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

On  his  way  up  the  river  he  stopped  at  Pilot  Town  and  left  word  with 
the  people  that  if  they  supplied  the  Yankees  with  oysters,  “We  will 
hang  you.” 

The  lady  mentioned  is  the  wife  of  an  American  shipmaster,  who,  I 
presume,  is  acting  with  the  rebels.  I  have  sent  all  the  personal  effects 
which  I  could  find  to  the  court  of  admiralty  for  adjudication. 


*Omitted  as  not  necessary  to  publish. 
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The  trunks  were  all  found  broken  open,  but  whether  by  the  crew 
and  passengers  of  the  rebel  vessel  or  by  the  party  from  the  Rotan  that 
put  the  fire  out  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

British  Consulate, 

New  Orleans ,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  been  applied  to  by  two  British  subjects,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Scott  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Chandler,  who  were  passengers  on  board  the 
steamer  Cuba,  or  Calhoun ,  from  Havana,  and  which  vessel  was  aban¬ 
doned  some  four  days  ago  when  in  the  vicinity  of  the  blockading  squad¬ 
ron,  to  use  my  endeavors  in  their  behalf  for  the  object  of  obtaining 
their  private  and  personal  effects  which  they  had  with  them  on  board 
the  steamer,  but  which  will  now  be  in  possession  of  the  captors  of  the 
vessel. 

For  this  purpose  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Frederick  Eastman,  a  British 
subject,  who  will  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  this  communication,  to 
proceed  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  U.  S.  blockading  squadron  in  the 
hope  that  with  your  cooperation  the  private  property,  which  is  speci¬ 
fied  on  two  lists  in  Mr.  Eastman’s  possession,  may  be  handed  to  the 
owners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

George  Coppell, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Acting  Consul. 

Commodore  Bailey, 

Flag-  Officer  U.  S.  Naval  Force ,  Blockading  Mississippi  River. 


Report  of  Major-General  Lovell,  C.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  No.  1, 

*  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  January  28,  1862. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  steamer  Calhoun ,  on  her  way  here  from  Havana,  with  50,000 
pounds  of  powder,  400  bags  of  coffee,  etc.,  was  abandoned  last  week 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  most  unnecessarily  and  timidly,  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  She  will_prove  a  great  pest  on  the  coast, 
as  she  is  very  fast  and  of  light  draft.  Her  crew  tried  to  set  her  on 
fire,  but  in  their  fright  and  haste  they  failed  to  do  so  effectively.  It 
was  an  unfortunate  piece  of  business. 

******* 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Lovell, 

Major -  General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretaip  of  War. 
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Burning  of  schooner  Julia  and  a  baric  at  mouth  of  Mississippi  River , 

January  21±,  1862 . 

Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mercedita. 


U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Pass  a  V  Outre,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant  two 
vessels  attempted  to  run  the  blockade,  and  both  got  aground  and  were 
set  on  fire  and  burned,  with  valuable  cargoes  of  cotton. 

On  the  23<i  and  during  the  night  it  blew  a  heavy  norther  and  we, 
being  close  inshore,  were  lying  with  two  anchors  down,  with  52  fath¬ 
oms  and  15  fathoms  chain,  respectively.  At  3:25  a.  m.  discovered  a 
fire,  which  soon  presented  the  appearance  of  a  vessel  burning.  At  4 
commenced  bearing  up,  and  at  4:50  a.  m.  stood  toward  the  light. 

About  6  spoke  the  Vincennes.  She  had  just  sent  in  a  boat  to  the 
vessel,  which  we  could  perceive  to  be  a  bark,  burning  furiously  at  the 
mouth  of  South  East  Pass.  Stood  abreast  of  it  until  in  3^-  fathoms, 
and  sent  in  two  armed  boats  to  reconnoiter.  A  larg*e  steamer  appeared 
in  the  Pass,  Recalled  the  boats  at  8:30,  which  reported  the  vessel  a 
bark,  apparently  about  400  tons,  loaded  with  cotton.  Her  stern  was 
burned  so  her  name  could  not  be  made  out,  and  only  the  final  letters 
“  ans  ”  of  her  place  of  registry  (evidently  New  Orleans). 

Her  masts  fell  about  7 : 30  and  nothing  of  account  could  be  saved 
from  her,  and  as  the  steamer  did  not  come  within  reach,  but  turned 
and  ran  up  the  river,  I  hoisted  in  boats  and  stood  for  a  schooner  near 
the  South  Pass,  apparently  with  a  towboat  alongside.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards  saw  towboat  going  up  the  Pass  and  the  schooner  on  fire  and 
aground. 

Ran  down  and  spoke  the  Preble,  which  ship  had  started  for  the  fire, 
thinking  it  was  the  Vincennes,  but  on  making  out  the  schooner  and 
seeing  us  running  for  the  spot  she  stood  back  for  the  schooner.  This 
latter  vessel  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Jidda,  of  New  Orleans,  also 
loaded  with  cotton.  She  was  soon  enveloped  with  flames  and  burned 
rapidly. 


■1  °°k  the  Preble  in  tow  and  assisted  her  to  recover  her  slipped  chain, 
and  at  2: 30  stood  back  for  our  station.  Communicated  with  Vincennes 
and  ascertained  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Marcy  had  been  severely 
wounded  in  his  launch  by  the  breaking  of  pivot  bolt  of  the  boat  gun, 
which,  in  recoiling,  had  broken  his  leg.  Took  Dr.  Mason  on  board 
who  assisted  in  dressing  his  wounds. 

I  should  judge  the  bark  had  from  1,200  to  1,500  bales  and  the 
schooner  600  to  800  of  fine  cotton  which,  at  quotation  price,  40  cents 
(at  Poston),  would  have  been  worth  about  $400,000. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

T7i  no;  w  -rif 7  ,  r  „  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  French,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Preble. 

U.  S.  Ship  Preble, 

Off  South  Pass ,  Mississippi  Rimer,  January  US,  1862. 

Sir.  I  have  to  report  that  at  or  about  8  p.  m.  last  evening  a  light,  as 
of  a  vessel  underway,  was  seen  from  this  ship  bearing  E.  N.  E.,  which 
very  soon  disappeared. 

About  9:30  a  light  was  discovered  at  the  point  on  the  western 
entrance  to  the  Pass,  off  which  we  are  stationed,  which  also  very 
soon  disappeared  and  nothing  more  was  seen  of  it.  At  3:30  a.  m.  a 
very  bright  and  brilliant  light  appeared  almost  instantaneously,  bear¬ 
ing  N.  E.  by  N.,  the  bearings  of  the  Vincennes  from  this  ship.  The 
lookout  aloft,  as  well  as  a  quartermaster  sent  up  with  a  glass,  reported 
it  looked  like  a  ship  on  fire,  and  they  could  distinctly  see  the  fire  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  ports.  I  at  once  commenced  heaving  in  my  cable,  it 
being  the  “fag  end”  of  a  norther,  during  which  I  had  been  laying 
with  two  anchors  ahead,  95  fathoms  on  one  and  45  on  the  other,  and 
at  length  becoming  convinced  it  must  be  the  Vincennes  on  lire,  with 
the  hope  of  being  able  to  render  her  assistance  and  finding  I  should  be 
very  much  delayed  by  waiting  to  heave  up  my  anchor,  a  free  wind 
there  and  back  again  (the  distance  11  miles),  I  slipped  my  chain  at  40 
fathoms  and  made  sail  toward  her,  keeping  a  very  bright  lookout  for 
any  boats  or  drift  articles  from  the  ship.  At  early  daylight  a  fore-and- 
aft  schooner  was  discovered  ashore  inside  the  bar  at  South  Pass,  hav¬ 
ing  evidently  attempted  to  cross  the  bar  and  run  the  blockade.  At 
that  time,  being  sufficiently  near  to  see  the  burning  vessel  and  that  it 
was  not  the  Vincennes ,  I  immediately  tacked  and  stood  back  again  for 
the  schooner.  The  fire  which  I  had  supposed  the  Vincennes  proved 
to  be  a  vessel,  cotton  loaded,  which  had  grounded  while  attempting-  to 
run  the  blockade  at  South  East  Pass  and  was  set  on  fire  by  her  crew 
and  abandoned.  I  soon  got  near  enough  to  arm  and  man  two  cutters 
from  this  ship  and  dispatch  them  to  the  schooner,  then  evidently  on 
fire.  A  rebel  steamer  being  seen  rapidly  coming  down  the  river  and 
reported  by  the  lookout  aloft  as  being  about  4  miles  distant  from  our 
boats,  1  made  signal  recalling  them,  and  fired  guns  for  that  purpose. 
After  sometime  had  elapsed,  and  during  which  time  I  felt  exceedingly 
anxious,  fearing  they  would  be  cut  off  by  the  steamer,  they  at  length 
shoved  off  from  the  schooner  and  returned  to  the  ship.  The  guns 
were  heard  on  board  the  Mercedita ,  which  was  lying  near  the  Vincennes , 
when  she  steamed  down  for  us,  and,  it  being  then  calm,  took  us  in  tow 
to  our  former  anchorage,  where  I  picked  up  and  secured  my  chain. 

The  schooner  proved  to  be  the  Julia ,  where  from  unknown,  as  the 
place  of  ownership  was  not  on  her  stern,  but  undoubtedly  from  New 
Orleans.  She  was  apparently  about  130  tons,  loaded  with  cotton,  and 
was  then  thumping  on  the  bottom.  She  had  been  set  on  tire  forward 
and  aft  by  her  crew  and  then  abandoned.  Her  masts  having  been 
burned  off  and  fallen  overboard,  and  the  vessel  being  thoroughly 
fired,  I  deemed  it  useless  to  make  any  further  efforts  to  save  anything 
from  her,  in  which  opinion  Commander  Stellwagen,  of  the  Mercedita , 
unhesitatingly  coincided.  The  vessel  is  now  thoroughly  burned  to  the 
water’s  edge,  and  her  remains  are  grounded  inside  the  bar.  After  dark, 
the  wind  being  favorable,  I  thought  I  could  equally  well  command 
both  the  South  and  South  East  passes  by  changing  my  position  a  short 
distance  to  the  eastward.  I  got  underway  and  changed  my  position  to 
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where  1  am  now  anchored.  The  anchorage  about  this  Pass  is  an  uncer¬ 
tain  one,  being  very  uneven  and  lumpju 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  French, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Brodhead,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Vincennes. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

South  Bast  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Samuel  Marcy,  com¬ 
manding  this  ship,  was,  on  the  2ith  instant  very  dangerously  injured 
under  the  following  circumstances:  A  barkentine,  attempting  to  run 
out  of  the  South  East  Pass  on  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  got  on  shore 
on  the  bar,  and  was  abandoned  and  burned.  The  next  morning  Cap¬ 
tain  Marcy  sent  the  launch,  armed  with  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  to  the 
wreck,  going  himself  in  his  gig.  Reaching  the  wreck,  he  ordered  the 
launch  to  fire  shrapnel  into  her.  After  a  couple,  of  discharges  he  got 
into  the  launch  and  sighted  and  fired  the  howitzer  himself  two  or  three 
times.  At  the  last  discharge  the  bolt  securing  the  pivot  clamp  to  the 
bows  of  the  launch  drew  out,  in  consequence  of  being  insufficiently 
riveted  at  the  navy  yard,  and  the  howitzer,  with  its  bed  and  slide, 
recoiled  with  much  force  upon  Captain  Marcy,  breaking  his  right  leg 
above  and  below  the  knee. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Surgeon  Wales  respecting  his  wounds.  Dr. 
Wales  was  fortunately  with  him  when  the  accident  occurred. 

After  communicating  with  Commander  Stellwagen,  of  the  Merce- 
dita ,  who  came  on  board  and  saw  Captain  Marcy,  and  deeming  it  my 
dut}^  to  inform  you  of  the  occurrence  as  soon  as  possible,  I  dispatched 
our  first  cutter  to  the  South  West  Pass  with  the  letter  to  Captain 
Bailey,  which  he  has  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Captain  Marcy,  before  he  became  unconscious,  ordered  me  to  consult 
our  coast  pilot,  Henry  O.  Stone,  acting  master,  and  anchor  this  ship 
off  the  South  East  Pass,  which  I  did  on  the  25th  instant. 

I  yesterday  had  the  channel  sounded  and  found  8  feet  of  water  on 
the  bar,  the  channel  being  about  100  feet  wide. 

It  could  very  easily  be  blocked  by  sinking  a  hulk  in  it.  As  soon  as 
the  wind  and  tide  serve  I  shall  be  able,  1  think,  to  anchor  the  ship  so 
as  to  command  the  channel  still  more  effectually  than  we  now  do. 

We  have  on  board  8,200  gallons  of  water,  sufficient  for  fifty -five 
days,  and  firewood  sufficient  for  four  weeks,  having  secured  two  of 
the  masts  of  the  wreck  and  cut  them  up. 

We  also  secured  her  foretopsail  and  gaff  topsail,  besides  some  blocks. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  I  am  on  the  sick  list  with 
chronic  disorders  which  unfit  me  for  active  duty,  and  I  am  conse¬ 
quent^  anxious  that  some  one  may  be  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  ship  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edgar  Brodhead, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding  pro  tern. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy, 

TJ.  S,  S.  Niagara,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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U.  S.  S.  Vincennes,  January  30 ,  1862. 
fern:  On  the  24th  January,  instant,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Samuel 
Marcy  was  seriously  injured  while  firing  a  12-pounder  howitzer.  The 
right  leg  below  the  knee  was  badly  fractured  and  contused,  the  knee 
joint  implicated,  and  thigh  broken  about  the  junction  of  its  middle 
with  the  lower  third,  beside  being  very  much  bruised.  The  nervous 
shock  was  very  great,  and  on  the  second  night  he  became  unconscious, 
in  which  state  he  continued,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertions 
were  made  to  arouse  him  from  his  nervous  depression,  until  the  night 
of  the  29th  instant,  when  he  expired. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Philip  S.  Wales, 

Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Edgar  Brodhead. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Trathen ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Confederate  batteries  at  Pass  Cavallo  and  Velasco  by  V.  S. 
vessels  Midnight  and  Rachel  Seaman. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Midnight, 
Galveston  Roads,  January  2Jf,  1862. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  dated  the  6th  instant,  I 
sailed  from  Galveston  Roads  the  same  evening,  having  in  company 
and  under  my  orders  the  U.  S.  schooner  gunboat  Rachel  Seaman. 
We  proceeded  along  the  coast  of  Texas.  The  next  morning  the 
weather  became  thick  and  hazy  and  continued  unpropitious  for  carry¬ 
ing  out  your  instructions  to  attack  some  of  the  batteries  on  the  coast, 
and  particularly  the  one  at  Pass  Cavallo,  which  had  fired  on  the  Mid¬ 
night  on  a  former  occasion,  the  object  being  to  force  the  enemy  to 
expend  his  ammunition.  In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  on  the  11th 
instant,  I  stood  in  for  the  land,  the  Rachel  Seaman  being  in  com¬ 
pany,  and  at  9:30  a.  m.  saw  the  light-house  at  Pass  Cavallo  bearing 
N.  by  E.  Stood  in  until  we  were  in  2^  fathoms  water.  We  could 
then  see  a  battery  of  four  heavy  guns  near  the  base  of  the  light  house, 
surrounded  by  a  large  military  force.  At  10  a.  m.  I  made  the  signal 
for  the  Rachel  Seaman  to  commence  firing,  which  was  promptly  replied 
to,  and  with  good  effect.  I  also  opened  fire  immediately  from  this  ship 
with  shell  with  10-second  and  15-second  fuzes.  The  soldiers  on  shore 
seemed  to  retire  a  little  from  the  batteries,  but  did  not  fire  a  shot  in 
return.  After  about  thirty  minutes’  practice,  with  what  effect  I  can 
not  say,  I  made  signal  to  cease  firing,  and  both  vessels  hauled  offshore. 
During  the  whole  of  the  morning  the  wind  was  south,  with  a  heavy 
surf  on  the  beach.  On  the  18th  instant,  the  Rachel  Seaman  being 
still  in  company,  we  stood  in  toward  the  town  of  Velasco.  At  10:30 
a.  m.  we  were  in  2£  fathoms  water,  the  entrance  of  the  river  bearing 
N.  N.  W.  Two  batteries,  about  1,700  yards  distant,  opened  fire  on 
us  with  round  shot,  to  which  both  vessels  promptly  replied  with  shell, 
several  of  which  were  seen  to  explode  immediately  over  the  batteries. 
The  nearest  of  the  enemy’s  shot,  evidently  from  a  rifled  gun,  fell 
about  6  yards  from  the  Rachel  Seaman's  port  quarter,  throwing  the 
spray  on  board  that  vessel.  The  nearest  shot  aimed  at  the  Midnight 


80 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON. 


fell  short  about  20  yards.  After  about  thirty  minutes’  practice  we 
hauled  offshore.  One  object  had  been  gained  in  this  instance,  mak¬ 
ing  the  enemy  expend  his  ammunition.  The  two  32-pounders  of  57 
cwt.,  loaned  to  this  ship  by  your  order  from  the  U.  S.  ship  Santee , 
and  the  20-pounder  Parrott  rifled  gun  put  on  board  off  Fort  Pickens 
by  order  of  the  flag-officer,  were  the  only  guns  I  had  that  reached  the 
enemy’s  batteries.  The  four  32-pounders  of  42  cwt.,  put  on  board  at 
New  York,  fell  far  short  at  the  highest  elevation.  The  enemy’s 
works  at  Pass  Cavallo,  I  think,  is  a  sand  battery  of  four  long  32- 
pounders.  The  batteries  at  Velasco  have  heavy  guns,  with  one  or 
more  rifled.  I  trust  you  will  see  I  have  tried  to  carry  out  fully  your 
instructions. 

Sir,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Trathen, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Captain  Henry  Eagle, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Santee ,  Galveston  Roads ,  Texas. 


Capture  by  the  U.  S.  bark  Arthur  of  the  schooner  J.  J.  McNeil ,  off  Pass 

Cavallo ,  January  25,  1862. 

Report  of  Acting-  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Kittredge,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark 

Arthur. 

U.  S.  Bark  Arthur, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo  Bar ,  Texas ,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  to  you  that,  in  accordance  with 
your  orders,  I  proceeded  to  the  South  West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  proceeded  to  take  in  water  and  fill  all  our  casks,  amounting 
or  making  a  little  over  7,000  gallons  water  in  all  on  board.  I  was 
under  the  necessity  of  procuring  it  by  sending  my  boats  in  over  the 
bar,  and,  owing  to  the  dense  fog,  I  was  detained  longer  than  I  expected. 

I  arrived  off  Matagorda  Island  yesterday  morning,  January  25,  and 
proceeded  to  run  down  along  the  land,  and  when  about  17  miles  to  the 
northward  of  Pass  Cavallo  Bar  discovered  a  schooner  standing  inshore 
upon  a  wind.  I  immediately  called  crew  to  quarters,  manned  and 
lowered  first  and  second  cutters,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  E.  J. 
Jones  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  T.  N.  Meyer,  respectively,  with  orders 
to  cut  her  off  from  the  shore,  board,  and  examine  her,  and  as  there 
appeared  to  be  an  intention  on  the  part  of  those  on  board  the  schooner 
to  run  her  ashore,  I  fired  a  shot  which  ricochetted  and  passed  between 
his  main  and  fore  mast  through  his  foresail,  which  caused  her  to  imme¬ 
diately  run  up  the  so-called  Confederate  flag  and  heave  to.  Mr.  Jones 
immediately  boarded  her,  and  finding  her  bound  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Indianola,  loaded  with  coffee  and  tobacco,  and  endeavoring  to  run  the 
blockade,  immediately  took  possession  of  her  as  a  prize.  This  will  be 
handed  you  by  Mr.  Meyer,  acting  master’s  mate,  in  charge  of  the 
schooner  as  prize  master. 

The  schooner  being  unfit  to  send  directly  to  New  York  on  account 
of  the  poorness  of  her  canvas,  I  send  her  to  Ship  Island  to  receive 
your  orders,  and  I  have  furnished  him  with  letters  of  instructions  in 
case  he  is  sent  on  to  New  York  with  either  vessel  or  cargo,  and  have 
sealed  up  the  schooner’s  papers,  with  invoice  of  cargo,  letters,  etc.,  and 
handed  them  over  to  him;  there  was  not  any  log  book  on  board.  The 
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pei  son  named  in  the  schooner’s  papers  as  captain  is  part  owner,  and 
transferred  the  charge  or  command  of  the  schooner  to  Alfred  Coffin, 
who  was  in  charge  of  her  when  captured;  this  transfer  took  place  in 
Vera  Cruz.  Mr.  Hopper,  part  owner,  former  captain,  is  not  a  seafar¬ 
ing  man;  he  has  his  wife  with  him,  who  is  an  invalid,  and  so  ill  that 
I  have  thought  it  an  act  of  humanity  to  transfer  her  from  the  schooner 
to  this  ship  to  he  forwarded  by  the  Connecticut  to  Ship  Island,  and  as 
she  requires  the  constant  care  of  her  husband,  I  have  also  taken  him 
on  board  to  be  forwarded.  A  judge,  Martin  Talbot,  part  owner  of 
the  cargo,  also  found  on  board,  I  have  taken  on  board  to  be  forwarded 
by  the  Connecticut ,  and  George  Stow  and  Jerome  Michalena,  part  of 
the  crew;  these  I  have  taken  out  of  the  schooner  to  weaken  her  crew 
and  prevent  recapture.  1  could  use  the  schooner  here  to  good  advan¬ 
tage  in  entering  the  small  passes  and  capturing  the  small  craft  con¬ 
stantly  plying  in  the  bays  which  extend  from  Brazos  Santiago  nearly 
to  the  Brazos  River,  a  short  distance  to  the  southward  of  Galveston. 
Will  you  please  furnish  me  instructions  in  regard  to  passengers  in 
vessels  captured;  also  in  regard  to  that  portion  of  the  crew  taken  out 
of  them? 

Trusting  that  what  I  have  done  may  meet  your  approbation,  1  am, 
sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Kittredge, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenan  t ,  Commanding . 

Commodore  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flagship  Niagara. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Kittredge,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  disposition  of  captured  persons. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Galveston ,  February  10 ,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  26th  ultimo  has  been  received. 

Mr.  Hopper  you  may  parole,  and  land  him  and  his  wife  under  a 
flag  of  truce  at  such  place  as  theiT  may  prefer  within  the  limits  of  your 
cruising  ground.  Their  baggage  you  will  allow  them  to  take  with 
them,  after  having  inspected  it  carefully  and  removed  all  letters  or 
papers  of  importance,  which  you  will  forward  tome.  Judge  Talbot 
and  the  other  prisoners  you  will  forward  to  New  York  by  the  next 
supply  steamer,  requesting  her  commander  to  place  them  in  charge  of 
the  U.  S.  marshal,  and  making  to  him,  and  also  to  the  marshal,  a  written 
communication,  stating  when  and  where  captured,  and  any  other  par¬ 
ticulars  you  may  consider  of  importance. 

In  regard  to  passengers  in  captured  vessels,  if  neutrals,  they  may 
be  landed  under  a  flag  of  truce  (after  carefully  examining  both  their 
persons  and  baggage  to  insure  that  no  dispatches  or  other  papers 
of  importance  are  thus  conveyed  to  the  enemy),  unless  they  have  an 
interest  in  the  cargo,  in  which  case  they  must  be  retained  as  witnesses. 
All  others  will  be  sent  to  the  North  as  prisoners  of  war. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Your  instructions  of  the  16th  ultimo  are  so  far  modified  that  you 
will  give  your  attention  more  particularly  to  the  blockade  of  Corpus 

N  W  R — VOL  17 - 6 


82 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Christi  and  Aransas  passes,  and  about  the  18th  of  each  month  will 
anchor  off  the  Aransas  Pass,  as  close  in  as  jmu  can  with  safety,  and 
will  remain  there  until  you  have  communicated  with  the  supply 
steamer. 

The  Connecticut ,  owing  to  fogs  and  bad  weather,  was  unable  to  get 
down  the  coast  to  supply  you  with  fresh  provisions. 

I  send  by  the  Houston  your  mail,  in  which  you  will  find  a  package 
for  the  commander  of  the  sloop  of  war  Portsmouth ,  which  vessel  is 
now  cruising  between  Corpus  Christi  and  the  Rio  Grande,  close  into 
the  land.  You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  it  as  soon  as  practicable, 
after  which  you  will  return  immediately  to  your  station. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  Kittredge, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Arthur ,  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  for  the  transportation  of  prisoners  and  prize  crew. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  February  2.J  186% . 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  receive  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Phode 
Island ,  under  your  command,  the  cargo  and  also  the  captain  and  two 
of  the  crew  of  the  prize  schooner  J.  J.  McNeil ,  and  upon  your  arrival 
at  a  Northern  port  will  place  it  and  them  at  the  disposal  of  the  judge 
of  the  U.  S.  district  court  or  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioners.  Yrou 
will  also  receive  on  board  the  prize  officer  and  crew  in  charge  of  the 
McNeil ,  the  officer  for  a  passage  to  the  North,  to  accompany  the  prize 
cargo,  the  men  to  be  returned  to  the  U.  S.  bark  Arthur ,  to  which  ves¬ 
sel  they  belong.  Should  there  be  any  prisoners  of  war  on  board  the 
Arthur ,  you  will  receive  them  on  board  your  vessel,  and  upon  your 
return  to  the  North  will  place  them  in  charge  of  the  U.  S.  marshal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Pastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  D.  Trenchard, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Phode  Island. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  frigate 
Potomac,  transmittmg  report  regarding  the  destruction  of  an  un  known 
schooner  off  Fort  Morgan. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mob  ile  Bar ,  January  25,  1862. 
Commodore:  I  enclose  a  report  made  by  Commander  Cicero  Price, 
of  the  Huntsville ,  of  his  causing  the  destruction  of  an  unknown 
schooner  lying  aground  a  mile  or  more  south  of  Fort  Morgan  on  the 
morning  of  the  23d  instant. 
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This  vessel  had  evidently  tried  to  get  out  during  the  heavy  norther 
which  prevailed  and  missed  the  eastern  Swash  Channel. 

She  was  loaded  with  cotton  and  probably  naval  stores  also. 

The  charred  remains  of  the  first  came  floating  out  during  the  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

^ ...  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

U.  S.  S.  Niagara. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Mobile ,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  after  firing  a  couple  of  shells  at  the 
schooner  on  the  tar  inside  the  Swash  Channel  the  crew  set  fire  to  her 
and  left  in  a  boat  for  Fort  Morgan.  I  was  about  returning  for  your 
boats,  but,  seeing  her  on  fire,  found  that  we  were  saved  the  trouble  by 
themselves. 

I  judge  she  was  loaded  with  cotton  and  naval  stores  from  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  conflagration. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Commander. 

Captain  Levin  M.  Powell, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate 
Santee ,  referring  to  measures  for  occupying  Galveston  Island. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Texas ,  January  25,  1862. 

Sir:  For  several  weeks  past  the  weather  has  been  very  thick  and 
hazy  and  we  have  been  unable  to  distinguish  objects  on  shore.  The 
atmosphere  yesterday  and  this  morning  being  clear,  we  notice  that  the 
troops  on  shore  are  apparently  adding  to  and  strengthening  their 
batteries. 

In  my  judgment  it  is  not  expedient  to  notify  the  military  com¬ 
mandant  to  cease  strengthening  his  works.  He  might  comply  with 
the  demand  and  still  continue  strengthening  his  position  without  my 
knowledge.  When  it  is  desirable  to  take  possession  of  the  island,  I 
think  it  can  be  accomplished  by  landing  troops  at  a  place  about  15 
miles  to  the  southward  and  westward  of  the  town,  where  there  is  a 
little  indentation  in  the  coast,  and  the  water  is  perfectly  smooth  at 
times  when  the  wind  is  offshore. 

Steam  gunboats  of  light  draft  of  water  could  run  in  within  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  shore,  and,  cooperating  with  this  ship,  could 
cover  the  landing  of  troops  and  could  run  in  past  Bolivar  Point  and 
cut  off  all  supplies  from  the  interior  and  soon  starve  the  rebels  out. 

I  herewith  respectfully  enclose  the  report*  of  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Trathen  of  his  trip  to  the  southward  and  westward  in  the 
execution  of  my  orders  of  the  6th  instant. 


*See  p.  79. 
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He  informs  me  that  two  or  three  gunboats  of  light  draft  could  go 
in  the  Pass  Cavallo  toward  Matagorda  and  capture  or  destroy  a  number 
of  steamboats,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  stop  the  internal  trade  between 
Point  Isabel  and  Galveston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  25,  1862. 
The  Huron  was  ordered  to  the  Gulf  Squadron  Novemb  r  26.  Dupli¬ 
cate  orders  by  mail  to-day.  Do  not  let  her  be  detained  for  them. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  Wm.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Boston. 


Extract  from  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eaton,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Olive  Branch,  January  21, 

and  sloop  Alary  Nevis,  January  25,  1862. 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

Tampa  Bay,  January  18,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  14th  instant  the  steamer  Florida  came  off  this  port  for 
the  purpose  of  delivering  me  a  description  of  the  Gladiator.  She 
grounded  on  the  shoal  outside  which  makes  out  from  Egmont  Key  for 
a  distance  of  3  miles  or  more  and  remained  on  shore  for  ten  hours. 
I  rendered  him  all  the  assistance  in  my  power,  sending  all  my  boats 
out  to  him,  and  afterwards,  at  his  request,  got  underway  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  out  to  within  a  mile  of  where  he  was  and  took  on  board  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  his  shot.  The  next  day  he  towed  me  into  my  former  position 
in  the  bay,  and  sailed  soon  after  for  Cedar  Keys. 

The  Kingfisher  arrived  here  yesterday,  the  17th  instant,  with  a 
rifled  gun  for  me,  which  is  indeed  very  acceptable.  She  intends 
remaining  here  for  wood  and  water.  I  notice  that  he  is  supplied  with 
the  navy  code  of  signals  similar  to  those  which  were  taken  from  me  at 
the  South  West  Pass. 

January  21. — I  have  just  taken  the  schooner  Olive  Branch,  of  and 
from  Cedar  Keys,  bound  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  Con¬ 
federate  register,  Hag,  etc.  His  cargo  consists  of  160  barrels  spirits 
turpentine,  and,  with  the  vessel,  will  be  valued  at  about  $11,000. 
From  the  captain  I  have  obtained  the  following  information:  The 
schooners  Fanny,  Stag,  and  Anna  Smith  were  loaded  with  spirits  tur¬ 
pentine  and  ready  to  sail.  The  Stag  is  a  vessel  of  200  tons  and  carries 
600  barrels.  There  are  live  fishing  smacks  still  at  Cedar  Keys,  two  of 
which  are  schooners  and  three  sloops.  The  battery  on  Sea  Horse  Key 
consists  of  two  guns;  the  garrison  was  removed  thence  some  time 
since  to  Fernandina,  but  a  portion  of  it  has  since  returned.  I  learn 
also  that  the  expedition,  of  which  you  notified  me  by  the  Kingfisher  as 
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fitting  out  at  Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa,  is  not  in  a  forward  state  of  com¬ 
pletion,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  it  is  to  amount  to  anything  at  all. 

Ihe  supercargo  and  three  men  belonging  to  the  schooner  escaped  on 
shore  as  soon  as  he  saw  our  boats  coming  and  took  away  with  him  all 
letters. 

The  captain  of  the  schooner  informs  me  that  on  the  day  I  took  him 
he  was  chased  for  several  hours  by  a  brigantine,  which  went  about  the 
moment  he  sighted  land.  I  was  not  aware  that  there  was  a  United 
states  vessel  in  the  Gulf  answering  that  description,  and  think  she 
must  have  been  a  rebel  armed  vessel.  The  captain  represents  her  to 
have  been  of  about  160  to  180  tons,  but  says  she  was  not  near  enouo-h 
to  him  to  give  a  particular  description  of  her.  & 

The  Fashion ,  which  I  took  off  here,  was  daily  expected  back  at  Cedar 
Keys,  and  this  proves  that  he  was  not  bound  to  Key  West,  as  he  stated. 
In  connection  with  the  Kingfisher  I  sent  an  armed  expedition  to  the 
town  of  Manatee  to  capture  any  vessels  there  might  be  at  that  place 
and  to  reconnoiter  the  position  of  the  fort  or  battery  said  to  be  there. 
I  had  understood  that  this  town  was  the  rendezvous  of  the  coast  guard 
which  was  fitting  out,  and.  was  desirous  of  breaking  it  up  by  taking 
away  from  them  the  material  for  carrying  on  such  an  enterprise. 

They  succeeded  in  capturing  only  one  vessel,  the  Mary  Nevis ,  a  sloop 
of  12  or  15  tons,  the  mail  and  passenger  boat  between  Tampa  and  Man¬ 
atee;  and  being  fast  and  of  good  capacity,  I  intend  to  retain  her  for  a 
dispatch  and  wooding  boat.  The  captain  and  owner  of  her  ran  ashore 
and  made  his  escape  with  the  mail.  The  expedition  then  landed  at 
Manatee,  but  found  no  one  there  but  the  usual  inhabitants. 

February 12. — The  steamer  Connecticut  arrived  here  the  9th  instant, 
and  sailed  immediately  after  supplying  me  with  fresh  provisions.  I 
have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  by  her  of  your  favor  covering  circu¬ 
lars,  etc. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Whithurst  came  off  to  this  ship  on  the  6th  instant,  claim¬ 
ing  protection  from  the  Government,  and  stating  that  he  was  in  fear  for 
his  life  from  the  secessionists  at  Tampa,  for  the  reason  that  he  refused 
to  join  the  Army  and  had  expressed  his  intention  of  fighting  for  no 
flag  but  the  one  he  was  brought  up  and  had  always  lived  under. 

His  statement  is  very  interesting  and  is  to  the  following  effect:  He 
resides  some  8  or  10  miles  from  Old  Tampa  on  the  shores  of  the  bay. 
Some  thirty-eight  of  his  neighbors  and  friends  who  reside  within  a 
circuit  of  6  miles  around  him  are  Union  men,  and  have  positively 
refused  to  render  any  aid  to  the  secession  cause,  for  which  reason  they 
have  suffered  every  possible  persecution  and  have  lost  much  of  their 
property. 

He  has  taken  much  pains  when  at  Tampa  to  ascertain  everything 
that  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  of  any  value  or  service  to  me.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  his  statement,  there  are  two  12-pounders  and  two  6-pounders 
mounted  in  battery  there,  and  a  force  of  200  or  300  men.  He  knows 
just  where  to  lay  his  hands  upon  the  lanterns,  machinery,  and  500  gal¬ 
lons  oil,  which  were  taken  there  from  the  light-house. 

The  shipping  lies  about  1  mile  above  the  town,  and  consists  of  seven 
or  eight  schooners  and  sloops  and  one  steamer.  It  would  be  a  very 
easy  matter  to  capture  the  town  of  Tampa,  destroy  their  battery,  and 
retake  the  Key  West  fishing  vessels,  as  well  as  the  material  belonging 
to  the  light-house.  The  greatest  hardship  prevails  there,  and  the 
troops  are  very  cowardly,  running  at  the  slightest  provocation,  and  all 
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of  them  are  so  thoroughly  alarmed  at  the  taking  of  Cedar  Keys  that 
the  appearance  of  a  vessel  off  there  would  he  followed  by  the  entire 
desertion  of  the  town.  A  vessel  drawing  12  feet  of  water  can  lay  up 
quite  close  to  the  town.  I  should  he  very  glad  if  you  would  take  into 
consideration  the  above  facts,  as  it  would  occupy  but  a  short  time  with 
a  steamer  of  moderate  draft  to  tow  me  up  into  position,  which  would 
not  be  so  easy  of  accomplishment  without.  But  in  case  it  is  not  con¬ 
venient  to  spare  a  steamer  to  assist  me,  I  would  be  very  glad  of  per¬ 
mission  to  do  the  best  I  could  myself,  and  have  no  doubt. I  could  effect 
considerable.  Provisions  of  ali  kinds  are  scarce  and  high  in  Tampa 
and  throughout  Florida,  and  large  numbers  of  the  people  are  beginning 
to  become  disgusted  with  so  hopeless  a  struggle.  I  should  have  said 
that  Mr.  Whithurst  gave  me  some  very  timely  information  in  regard  to 
a  trap  that  they  intended  at  Tampa  to  lay  for  my  boats  by  means  of  a 
sloop  and  several  boats. 

February  13. — I  yesterday  dispatched  a  boat  with  an  officer  and  ten 
men  to  the  dwelling  of  a  Mr.  Girard,  who  lives  on  the  seashore  outside 
of  the  bay,  and  at  a  distance  by  land  of  8  miles  from  the  house  of  Mr. 
Whithurst. 

This  man  is  the  former  pilot  at  this  place  and  has  resided  here  for  some 
twenty-five  years  and  ran  a  steamer  from  here  to  Indian  River  and 
Key  West  in  the  Indian  War,  so  that  he  has  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
all  the  channels  and  of  the  whole  bay,  and  states  that  he  can  take  this 
ship  with  ease  within  H  miles  of  the  town,  which  he  readily  volun¬ 
teered  to  do  at  any  time  that  I  should  send  for  him. 

*  *  *  *  -x-  *  -* 

Acting  Master  George  W .  Frost,  who  was  the  officer  I  sent  in  charge 
of  the  boat,  witnessed  himself  the  utter  destitution  which  prevails 
among  the  people  in  the  country. 

*  -x-  *  *  *  *  * 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  the  schooner  Olive  Branch  was  sent  to 
Key  West  for  adjudication  for  the  reason  that  she  was  very  deeply 
loaded,  and  it  would  have  been  only  wasting  life  to  have  attempted  to 
send  her  north. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Eaton, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Eagle ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship 
Santee ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  schooner  Garonne 
and  the  loss  of  the  schooner  Anna  Taylor. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Texas ,  January  37,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1861,  the  boats  of  this  ship  captured  the  II-  ton  rebel  schooner  Garonne 
while  endeavoring  to  run  into  a  port  to  the  southward  of  us  and  after 
a  chase  of  5  or  6  miles.  Her  papers  are  made  out  in  the  name  of  the 
rebel  States,  and  a  rebel  ensign  was  found  on  board  of  her.  As  the 
vessel  was  small  and  in  bad  condition  I  had  her  stripped,  and  shall 
use  her  as  a  lighter. 
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I  enclose  a  copy  of  instructions  given  the  prize  master,  who  proceeds 
to  New  York  in  charge  of  the  tobacco.  As  this  ship  is  short  of 
officers,  I  have  selected  an  intelligent  and  trustworthy  ordinary  sea¬ 
man,  named  Marshall  Harper,  as  prize  master,  to  take  charge  of  the 
papers  of  the  vessel  and  deliver  them  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York.  I  respectfully  request  that 
he  may  afterwards  return  to  this  ship.  The  master  and  three  men 
composing  the  crew  will  be  sent  to  New  York  as  prisoners.  I  here¬ 
with  enclose  a  report  of  the  survey  and  appraisal  of  the  schooner. 

I  also  inform  you  that  a  schooner  of  about  6  tons  burden,  .a  tender 
to  this  ship,  employed  as  a  water  boat  and  called  the  Anna  Taylor , 
was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana  while  on  her  way  to  South  West 
Pass,  Mississippi  River.  She  left  this  ship  the  18th  of  November,  and 
my  first  knowledge  of  her  loss  was  obtained  from  the  prisoners  taken 
on  board  the  rebel  schooner  Garonne.  They  inform  me  that  Mr.  A.  O. 
Child,  the  acting  master’s  mate  in  charge,  and  7  men  composing  the 
crew,  are  prisoners  in  New  Orleans.  Their  names  will  be  retained  on 
the  books  of  this  ship  until  further  orders.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  crew:  Henry  Mayo,  quartermaster;  James  Glenn,  sea¬ 
man,  James  Douglas,  first,  seaman;  Charles  W.  Benson,  ordinary  sea¬ 
man;  Robert  W.  Lothman,  ordinary  seaman;  George  G.  Clancey,  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman,  Henry  J.  Ostrom,  ordinary  seaman. 

Enclosed  are  bimensal  returns  of  punishments  on  board  this  ship  up 
to  December  31,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  McDermut , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Preble  in  South 

Pass,  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut  to  the  South  Pass 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Commander 
Henry  French,  commanding  U.  S.  sloop  Preble,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  him  in  the  command  of  that  ship. 

You  will  receive  from  Commander  French  a  copy  of  his  orders,  all 
circulars,  general  orders,  etc. ,  for  your  guidance. 

You  will  also  receive  from  the  steamer  Connecticut  a  20-pounder 
Parrott  rifle,  with  equipments  and  ammunition  complete,  which  you 
will  have  mounted  upon  the  forecastle  of  the  Preble  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

*  *  *  *  *■  *  * 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  A.  McDermut, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Sloop  Preble,  off  South  Pass,  Mississippi  River. 
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Capture  of  the  schooner  Major  Barbour  by  the  boats  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

De  Soto ,  January  28,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

SouthWest  Pass  of  Mississippi  [River],  Feb.  j,  1862 — 5:30  p.  m. 

Sir:  The  prize  schooner  Major  Barbour ,  whose  capture  I  reported 
in  my  dispatch  of  this  day’s  date,  has  just  arrived. 

I  received  by  her  a  report  from  Commander  Walker,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted,  also  a  sealed  communication  from 
Commander  Walker  addressed  to  you. 

The  schooner  will  sail  in  a  few  hours  for  New  York,  to  which  port 
she  is  ordered  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Walker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Off  Isle  Derniere ,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  dispatched  to 
Ship  Island  the  somewhat  notorious  schooner  Major  Barbour,  seized 
by  the  boats  of  this  vessel  under  my  command  inside  of  Isle  Derniere, 
coast  of  Louisiana,  for  violating  the  rules  of  the  blockade  established 
and  proclaimed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  Major  Barbour  has  a  valuable  cargo,  comprising  8  barrels  and 
198  cases  gunpowder,  niter,  sulphur,  percussion  caps,  etc. 

I  am,  sir,  hastily,  but  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Nary. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Martine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  boat  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Df.  Soto, 

Off  Caillou  Island,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  19th 
instant  I  proceeded  with  the  boats  under  my  command  “to  the  vicinity 
of  Raccoon  Point  to  endeavor  to  intercept  any  vessel  of  the  Havana 
fleet  that  might  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  at  that  place.” 

On  the  23d,  having  been  under  the  necessity  of  starting  all  our 
water,  we  ran  to  the  eastward  to  take  the  supplies  which,  to  meet 
such  contingency,  you  had  placed  on  Caillou  Island.  On  landing  there 
we  met  with  an  armed  party,  consisting  of  13  men  in  three  boats,  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  making  them  prisoners,  released  them  on  parole,  retaining 
their  arms.  I  was  induced  to  do  so  owing  to  the  limited  space  in  my 
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boats,  having  hardly  accommodations  for  my  own  men,  and  my  pro¬ 
visions  being  reduced  to  five  days’  rations;  furthermore,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  the  retention  of  these  men  was  of  very  little  moment,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  capture  of  any  of  the  vessels  hourly  expected.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  prisoners:  Charles  Despit,  H. 
Yiale,  John  Harlan,  William  A.  Quick,  Francis  E.  Robertson,  Clod- 
vines  Thibadoux,  P.  A.  Bufford,  Hippolite  Chanvin,  Victor  Millor, 
L.  F.  Anderson,  Marcellan  Picon,  Henri  Bellinger,  and  J.  C.  Cou- 
deaux.  We  next  returned  to  the  west  end  of  the  Isle  Derniere,  and 
on  the  28th  instant,  while  lying  at  anchor  inside  of  Raccoon  Point,  at 
1  p.  m.,  made  a  schooner  to  the  northwest;  remained  concealed  under 
the  point  until  we  had  her  safe  inside  of  Oyster  Bayou  Bar,  where, 
with  the  lugger  in  company,  made  all  saii  after  her;  she  having 
grounded  on  Grand  Caillou  Bar,  boarded  her,  the  lugger,  Acting- 
Master  Ward,  on  the  port  side,  and  the  sloop  on  the  starboard;  took 
possession  of  the  schooner,  which  proved  to  be  the  somewhat  famous 
Major  . Barbour ,  from  Havana,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  including  gun¬ 
powder,  sulphur,  nitrate  of  soda,  percussion  caps,  lead,  and  other  con¬ 
traband  of  war,  as  a  prize  to  the  boats  of  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto; 
immediately  proceeded  to  get  her  off,  the  tide  rising  all  the  time. 
After  shifting  some  cargo  and  throwing  some  few  sacks  of  salt  over¬ 
board,  at  5  p.  m.,  the  schooner  floated;  proceeded  with  the  sloop  and 
lugger  in  tow  to  pass  outside  of  Raccoon  Shoal. 

Next  morning  at  daylight,  Raccoon  Point  bearing  N.,  distant  8 
miles,  saw  a  schooner  inside  of  us,  and  endeavored  with  the  sloop  and 
lugger  to  intercept  her,  leaving  Master’s  Mate  Starr  in  charge  of  the 
prize,  but,  it  falling  calm,  could  not  reach  her.  At  length,  when  within 
a  mile  of  her,  having  no  gun  to  reach,  a  fine  breeze  sprung  up  which 
enabled  the  strange  sail  to  escape  by  passing  over  east  end  of  Ship 
Island  Shoal  with  a  light  breeze.  We  then  backed  to  the  eastward, 
and  at  5  a.  m.  next  morning  anchored  with  our  prize  near  the  De  Soto. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  command. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  L.  Martine, 

Acting  Master ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  W.  M.  Walker, 

TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 


Report  of  Commander  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  papers  and  pistols  captured. 


[Off  Isle  Derniere,  February  3 ,  1862  j 
Sir:  The  package  sent  herewith  contains  papers  and  a  case  of  pistols 
found  in  possession  of  D.  Montaner  Y.  Morey,  a  passenger  on  board 
the  Major  Barbour ,  who  represents  himself  to  hold  a  commission  as 
vice-consul  of  Mexico  at  the  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C. ;  also  a  package 
of  military  tactics,  found  in  the  possession  of  J.  Roberts,  late  captain 
of  the  schooner  Major  Barbour. 

Respectfully  and  hastily, 

W.  M.  Walker. 


W.  W.  McKean, 

F lag-  Officer;  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  to  Lieutenant  Howell , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tahoma ,  to  enforce  a  rigid  block¬ 
ade  of  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  United  States  gunboat  under  your  com¬ 
mand  without  delay  to  Cedar  Keys  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a 
rigid  blockade  of  that  place  and  also  to  prevent  the  reoccupation  of 
Sea  Horse  Key  by  the  rebel  forces. 

I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  lumber  upon  Sea  Horse 
Key.  As  in  the  event  of  occupying  the  position  with  a  military  force 
it  would  be  useful  in  the  erection  of  barracks,  you  will  endeavor  to 
have  it  placed  in  a  position  where  you  can  protect  it  with  your  battery. 

If  the  rebels  have  not  already  done  so,  you  will  be  pleased  to  remove 
from  the  light-house  the  lens  and  any  other  valuable  property  that  you 
may  find  there,  which  you  will  retain  on  board  your  vessel  until  further 
orders. 

******  * 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Corndg.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Tahoma ,  Ship  Island. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  important 
consular  information  from  Havana ,  Cuba ,  regarding  the  movements 
of  Confederate  vessels. 

No.  15.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  29, 1862. 

^  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba , 
Commander  Ridgely,  has  just  arrived,  bringing  me  important  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Havana.  A  copy  of  the  communica¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Shufeldt  to  Commander  Ridgely  is  herewith  transmitted. 

As  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  rebels  contemplate  making  an  attack 
upon  the  blockading  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  running  out  the  steamers 
loaded  with  cotton,  I  shall  dispatch  the  gunboat  Itasca ,  which  I  hope 
will  be  ready  for  service  to-morrow  evening,  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
will  also  run  down  in  this  ship  and  await  the  return  of  the  Connecticut, 
after  which  I  shall  proceed  down  the  coast  to  Galveston  or  probablv 
to  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  Confederate  steamer  Calhoun, 
which  escaped  from  Berwick  and  reached  Havana  with  a  cargo  of  cot¬ 
ton,  has  been  captured  on  her  return  trip  near  the  South  West  Pass  of 
the  Mississippi,  having  on  board  a  large  quantity  of  powder. 

The  official  report  of  Captain  Bailey  I  have  not  yet  received. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report*  received  from  Commander  Stell- 
wagen,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  two  Confederate  vessels  loaded 
with  cotton,  having  grounded  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade 


*  See  p.  76. 
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were  set  on  fire  to  prevent  their  capture  by  the  blockading  vessels  and 
were  completely  destroyed. 

I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report*  of  Commander  Price,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  burning  of  a  Confederate  schooner  in  Mobile  Bay. 

I  deeply  regret  to  add  that  1  have  received  intelligence  that  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Samuel  Marcy,  commanding  U.  S.  sloop  Vincennes , 
stationed  off  the  North  East  Pass,  has  been  seriously  if  not  fatally 
injured  by  the  recoil  of  a  boat  howitzer,  which  broke  his  right  leg, 
both  above  and  below  the  knee,  shattering  it  very  badly. 

I  shall  order  Lieutenant  Madigan,  of  the  Mississippi ,  to  relieve 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Marcy  in  the  command  of  the  Vincennes. 

The  frigate  Potomac ,  Captain  Powell,  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
25th  instant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Ft ag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  1  have  decided  to  send  the  gunboat 
Itasca  to  Mobile  and  the  sloop  of  war  Brooklyn  to  Pass  a  l’Outre. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana ,  January  22,  1862. 

Sir:  The  information  I  herewith  transmit  ydu  is  of  sufficient 
importance,  I  think,  to  warrant  you  in  conveying  it  at  once  to  Flag- 
Officer  McKean. 

I  can  not  disclose  the  source  from  which  I  received  it,  but  deem  it 
entirely  reliable. 

New  Orleans,  January  18,  1862. 

There  were  eight  steamers  bound  to  Havana,  but  the  Government  seized  all  but 
the  Tennessee.  However,  I  think  some  will  be  released.  The  others  were  the  tow¬ 
boats  Whitney,  Day,  and  Webb;  steamers  Atlantic,  Florida,  Matagorda,  and  America. 
The  Day  will  draw  about  6  feet,  loaded,  and  the  captain  had  an  idea  that  upon  his 
return  he  could  run  into  St.  Joseph’s,  Fla.,  and  cart  his  cargo  over  to  Apalachicola. 
All  of  these  vessels  can  come  out  of  the  South  East  Bar,  where  11-feet  draft  can  pass 
over.  It  is  a  very  narrow  channel,  the  latter  part  right  between  the  breakers.  The 
pilots  take  small  boats,  with  lights,  anchor  them  upon  the  breakers,  then  take  the 
vessels  out  between.  The  Tennessee  can  only  pass  out  of  South  West  Pass  or  Pass 

T Outre,  as  she  will  draw  16J  feet  water.  I  think  a  demonstration  will  be  made  by 
the  fleet  of  gunboats  now  ready  and  getting  ready.  The  Vanderbilt  went  into  the 
Sabine  with  her  cargo,  and  will  return  from  there;  probably  on  her  way  here  now. 
The  Manassas  went  down  to  try  her  powers  upon  the  fleet  on  January  1,  and  was 
aground  over  twelve  hours.  Had  the  fleet  made  any  demonstration  to  approach 
her  she  would  have  been  destroyed.  The  Confederate  fleet  at  New  Orleans  are  the 
McRae,  4  32-pounders,  1  9-inch  shell  gun;  Ivy,  1  rifled  30-pounder;  Jackson,  2  8-inch 
shell;  Livingston,  2  rifled  30-pounders,  4  shell  guns;  Mason,  5  guns  forward,  3  aft; 
Slidell,  5  guns  forward,  3  aft;  Manassas,  now  in  dock  repairing.  There  are  a  brigand 
two  schooners  lying  below  Fort  Jackson  which  might  be  cut  out. 

You  will  perceive  that  by  sailing  immediately  you  may  be  able  to 
capture  the  Vanderbilt ,  now  expected  here,  and  give  to  Flag-Officer 
McKean  such  information  as  will  prevent  the  exit  of  the  other  vessels 
mentioned  through  the  South  East  Pass. 

I  wrote  this  morning  in  reference  to  the  Vanderbilt ,  but  have  since 
obtained  this  more  recent  and  reliable  information. 


*  See  p.  83. 
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If  you  conclude  to  sail,  please  inform  Mr.  Chandler  that  you  are 
carrying  out  the  intentions  of  this  letter,  but  do  not  divulge  its  con¬ 
tents  to  anyone. 

I  am,  sir,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Consul-  General. 

Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commanding  Steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Craven ,  II.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  to  proceed  to  blockade  Pass 

a  V  Outre  in  view  of  expected  attack  upon  the  United  States  fleet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir:  On*  the  arrival  of  the  gunboat  Itasca  you  will  proceed  in  the 
ship  under  your  command,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  the  Pass  a 
rOutre,  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River,  for  the  purpose  of  blockade. 

The  gunboats  Mercedita  and  Winona  are  now  there.  One  of  them 
you  will  station  to  guard  the  South  East  Pass,  the  other  to  remain 
with  you. 

I  have  reliable  information  that  the  rebels  contemplate  an  attack 
upon  the  blockading  force,  for  the  purpose  of  running  out  six  steamers 
now. loading  with  .cotton.  They  have  six  gunboats  and  a  ram,  mount¬ 
ing  in  all  thirty  guns. 

Direct  Commander  Price,  in  the  Huntsville,  to  guard  the  main  chan¬ 
nel  at  Mobile..  As  soon  as  the  repairs  of  the  South  Carolina  are 
completed,  which  I  hope  will  be  to-morrow,  she  will  relieve  the  Cuyler , 
which  vessel  I  require  here.  I  contemplate  leaving  here  to-morrow 
foi  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  On  the  return  of  the  Connecticut 
I  shall  proceed  to  Galveston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

I  lag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Sgua  Jr on. 

Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Brooklyn ,  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Price, 
C.  A.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  as  senior  officer  of 
Mobile.  'u 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir.  As  you  will  be  the  senior  officer  oft  Mobile  after  the  departure 
or  Captain  Craven,  you  will  guard  the  main  channel,  anchoring  as 
close  in  as  you  possibly  can  with  safety. 

The  South  Carolina  will  relieve  the  Cuyler.  You  will  station  her 
to  guard  the  western  channel  and  the  Itasca  the  eastern. 

The  Miramon  is  loading  at  Havana,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt 
attempt  to  return  to  Mobile.  I  therefore  urge  upon  you  the  greatest 
vigilance.  & 
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Direct  the  commander  of  the  vessel  guarding  the  eastern  channel  to 
run  down  the  coast  occasionally  (during  the  day),  as  the  plan  of  the 
rebels  is  to  run  vessels  on  the  beach,  land  their  cargoes,  and  then 
destroy  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

l1  lag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Cicero  Price, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  off  Mobile. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General 
Phelps,  TJ.  S.  Army,  informing  him  of  temporary  absence  from  Ship 
Island. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  Ship  Island,  January  30,  186 2. 
Sir:  I  find  it  necessary  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  shall  leave  this  evening,  probably  to  be  absent  ten  days. 

Commander  M.  Smith  or  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow  will 
command  the  naval  force  at  this  place  during  my  absence. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  J.  W.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Military  Post,  Ship  Island. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  bark  Kingfisher,  regarding  the  capture  of  bark 
Teresita ,  of  Havana,  January  30,  1862. 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 

South  West  Pass ,  February  3,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  while  cruising  to  the  north  of  the  Yucatan  Bank,  we  made, 
at  8  a.  m.,  a  sail  to  the  S.  S.  W.,  about  4  leagues  distant,  steering  to 
the  west,  the  wind  being  fresh  from  S.  E. ,  and  giving  chase  imme¬ 
diately,  came  up  within  a  mile  of  her  at  11,  when  1  threw  a  shell  from 
our  rifle  across  her  stern.  She  hoisted  the  Spanish  flag,  but  held  on 
her  course  without  shortening  sail,  having  all  studding  sails  set  below 
and  aloft.  At  the  expiration  of  ten  minutes  a  second  shell  was  thrown 
across  her  bows,  which  exploded  in  the  air  a  half  mile  or  more  beyond 
her,  when  she  took  in  her  light  sails  and  hove  to  with  the  maintop- 
sail  to  the  mast. 

Being  perfectly  familiar  with  the  Spanish  language,  I  boarded  her 
myself,  and  found  her  to  be  the  bark  Teresita,  of  Havana,  Captain 
Fernando  Diaz,  owned  in  Havana,  according  to  the  captain’s  state¬ 
ment,  by  Gaspar  Madrazo,  who  is  also  her  agent  there;  said  by  the 
captain  to  be  registered  in  Havana;  burden,  185  tons;  sailed  from 
Havana  on  27th  January;  cleared  for  Matamoras.  Her  cargo,  as 
appears  by  the  manifest,  consists  of  the  following  articles,*  which 


*List  of  1,100  packages  of  miscellaneous  merchandise  omitted. 
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were  shipped  in  Havana,  as  per  manifest,  by  Rafael  de  Toca,  and  con¬ 
signed  to  Jose  San  Roman,  at  Matamoras,  who  is  personally  known 
to  me  as  one  of  the  wealthiest  merchants  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  as 
having  for  at  least  a  dozen  years  carried  on  an  extensive  business  in 
Brownsville,  on  the  Texan  side  of  the  river,  and  having  a  branch  of 
his  house  and  a  store  established  there,  in  view  of  which  facts  I  can 
not  doubt  that  this  cargo  was  really  destined  for  Texas. 

The  captain  was  unable,  or  at  least  so  stated,  to  produce  any 
invoices,  bills  of  lading  of  his  cargo,  or  letters  of  advice  to  Ms  con¬ 
signee.  He  exhibited  no  register  or  other  evidence  of  nationality, 
but  handed  me  a  document  under  sealed  envelope,  addressed  to  parties 
in  Matamoras,  which  he  stated  was  the  register  of  his  vessel,  but  of 
which  he  refused  positive^  to  break  the  seal  and  enable  me  to  verify 
the  character  of  the  enclosure. 

There  were  two  large  boilers  for  steam  engines  on  deck,  suitable, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  for  a  small  steamboat,  which  the  captain  said 
were  a  portion  of  the  148  packages  of  machinery  specified  in  the  man¬ 
ifest.  Thinking  it  possible  that  the  47  boxes  steel  might  be  arms  of 
some  kind,  agreeably  to  my  instructions  from  Flag-Officer  William 
W.  McKean,  I  had  a  sample  taken  from  one.  of  them,  and  found  it  to- 
be  of  the  best  quality,  such  as  comes  from  Triest,  in  bars  of  2^  to  3  feet 
long  and  half  an  inch  square,  well  suited  for  the  manufacture  of 
swords  and  bayonets. 

I  had  endorsed  at  first  his  muster  roll  and  the  envelope  said  to 
contain  the  register,  warning  the  vessel  off  the  whole  southern  coast 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  being  in  doubt  as  to  how  far  the 
cargo  could  be  regarded  as  contraband  of  war  or  of  my  right  to  cap¬ 
ture  it  if  it  were  such,  being  under  a  neutral  flag  proceeding  from  and 
to  a  neutral  port,  but  it  having  been  subsequently  admitted  by  the 
captain  and  a  passenger  (who  is  designated  in  a  passport  from  the 
Spanish  vice-consul  at  Matamoras  as  R.  Smith,  a  native  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  represents  himself  as  a  resident  of  Matamoras, 
but  belongs,  1  suspect,  to  Brownsville,  and  evidently  knows  more  con¬ 
cerning  the  lading  than  he  is  willing  to  admit)  that  a  considerable  por¬ 
tion,  perhaps  all,  of  the  cargo  was  originally  sent  on  a  schooner  from 
New  York  to  Havana,  and  passing  through  the  custom-house  there, 
was  transshipped  on  board  the  Teresita ,  and  finding  that  the  captain 
either  coidd  or  would  not  exhibit  any  bills  lading,  invoices,  or  letters 
of  advice  by  which  its  real  character  and  destination  could  be  ascer¬ 
tained,  I  considered  it  my  duty,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  in 
Flag-Officer  McKean’s  circular  No.  7,  dated  December  14,  1861  (“to 
capture  without  hesitation  any  vessel  having  arms,  ammunitions,  or 
articles  contraband  of  war  that  you  (I)  have  good  reason  to  suppose 
are  intended  for  those  waging  war  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States”),  to  place  a  prize  master  and  crew  of  eight  men  on 
board  the  Teresita  and  order  her  to  accompany  me  to  this  station,  that 
the  commanding  officer  here  might  take  such  further  action  in  her 
case  as  he  should  deem  expedient. 

I  arrived  with  her  last  evening  and  reported  immediately  on  board 
the  U.  S.  S.  Niagara  to  Flag-Officer  McKean,  who,  on  the  facts  being 
submitted  to  him,  decided  that  the  vessel  should  be  sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication,  and  she  will  accordingly  proceed  on  her  voyage 
thither  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  James  E.  Whiteside  as  soon  as  pro¬ 
visions  for  the  same  can  be  put  on  board  and  her  papers  made  ready. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


95 


It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  on  my  first  coming  on  board  the  Tere- 
sita  I  heard  the  captain  exclaim  in  Spanish  to  his  mate,  u  Who  would 
ever  have  thought  of  our  falling  in  with  an  American  cruiser  so  far  down 
as  this!”  Also,  that  on  going  into  the  cabin,  I  found  the  floor  strewn 
with  fragments  of  letters  apparently  just  torn  up.  These  I  picked  up, 
and  on  asking  the  captain  what  they  were  he  stated  that  they  were  old 
letters  from  a  female  friend  which  he  had  destroyed  that  day.  I  found, 
however,  that  at  least  one  letter  had  evidently  been  copied  in  a  press, 
was  of  a  business  character,  and  signed  G.  Madrazo,  the  name  of  the 
alleged  owner.  These  fragments  have  been  preserved  and  enclosed  to 
the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  at  New  York,  with  all  the 
other  papers  and  documents  found  on  board. 

There  has  since  been  found  on  board  the  prize  a  number  of  the  Fort 
Brown  Flag,  published  in  Brownsville,  dated  Thursday,  December  5, 
1861.  containing  an  advertisement  in  Spanish  by  her  consignee,  Jose 
San  Roman,  which  states  that  he  has  on  hand  in  Brownsville  an  exten¬ 
sive  and  complete  assortment  of  ready-made  clothing,  and  I  think 
establishes  beyond  a  question  the  fact  that  he  is  a  merchant  of  that 
place,  and  renders  it  almost  equally  certain  that  the  cargo  of  the  Tere¬ 
sita  was  really  destined  to  the  use  of  those  waging  war  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

There  are  now  two  persons  on  board  this  ship  who  called  themselves 
passengers  only  on  the  Teresita.  Both  claim  to  have  considerable 
merchandise  on  board,  not  in  the  manifest,  as  a  private  adventure. 
This  will  go  forward  in  the  prize,  or  be  sent  with  the  parties  claiming 
to  own  it,  as  the  flag-officer  may  direct.  One  of  them  is  a  Polish  Jew, 
Edward  Tuck  by  name,  residing,  in  New  York,  has  a  United  States 
passport,  and  was  bound,  as  he  alleges,  for  Monterey,  in  Mexico,  to 
collect  debts  due  him  there.  The  other  has  been  already  referred  to, 
and  I  have  strong  reason  for  suspecting  is,  in  some  way,  concerned  in 
the  cargo,  either  as  part  owner  or  supercargo,  his  statements  in  regard 
to  his  knowledge  of  it  at  different  times  conflicting  very  much. 

He  has  stated  to  me  that  he  knows  the  Teresita  was  chartered  for 
$3,700  the  round  voyage,  payable  on  her  return  to  Plavana,  and  that  the 
captain  received  but  $60  per  month  for  his  services;  also  that  he,  him¬ 
self,  had  run  the  blockade  not  long  since  from  Brazos  Santiago  on  the 
Mexican  schooner  Zorro  Colorado  with  some  $150,000  in  silver  which 
was  landed  in  Havana. 

The  Havana  Mercantile  Weekly  Report,  of  January  11,  1862,  men¬ 
tions  the  Zorro  Colorado  as  having  sailed  thence  12th  November,  and 
run  the  blockade,  and  arriving  back  from  Brazos  Santiago  on  27th 
December,  last.  The  Teresita  is  in  the  same  journal  set  down  as  haying 
run  the  blockade  of  New  Orleans  with  an  assorted  cargo  and  arrived 
in  Havana  on  8th  January. 

The  Fort  Brown  Flag,  containing  the  advertisement  of  Jose  San 
Roman,  and  the  passport  of  R.  Smith,  will  be  sealed  up  and  addressed 
to  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  of  Key  West,  and 
placed  in  charge  of  the  prize  master  for  delivery,  with  the  other  papers 
found  on  board  the  prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  P.  Couthouy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  regarding ■  permission 
granted  to  the  commanding  officer  of  II.  I.  M.  id.  Lavoisier  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes ,  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre ,  January  31,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday,  the  30th  instant,  the 
French  corvette  of  war  Lavoisier ,  commanded  by  M.  Ribourt,  capi- 
taine  de  fregate,  arrived  here  in  a  thick  gale  from  the  northward  and 
eastward.  I  sent  a  boat  with  the  first  lieutenant  to  offer  civilities  and 
obtain  information,  whose  return  was  followed  by  the  French  com¬ 
mander  coming  in  person,  who  informed  me  he  was  dispatched  to 
this  point  in  place  of  the  corvette  Milan ,  which  vessel  had  been  injured 
by  collision  with  the  De  Soto.  That  he  desired  to  ascend  to  the  Head 
of  the  Passes  with  his  vessel,  and  thence  proceed  himself  to  New 
Orleans,  in  reference  to  obtaining  money  and  information  from  French 
consul  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  a  neutral  merchant  vessel  to  con¬ 
vey  certain  French  subjects  from  New  Orleans  to  a  neutral  port. 

He  exhibited  to  me  an  autograph  letter  from  Hon.  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and  an  original  letter  from  yourself,  and 
stated  that  he  had  been  authorized  by  you  to  go  up  this  Pass  last  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  that  you  had  then  expressed  great  approbation  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  conducted  the  affair,  and  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  facilitate  him  should  a  future  visit  be  necessary. 

I  requested  him,  if  possible,  to  go  to  the  South  West  Pass,  where  my 
superior  officer  is  stationed  in  the  Colorado.  He  said  he  knew  Captain 
Bailey,  and  that  he  was  confident  that  he  would  receive  every  atten¬ 
tion  from  him,  but  that  the  bad  weather,  loss  of  time,  and  his  supply 
of  coal  being  short,  it  would  be  a  great  inconvenience;  dwelt  upon  the 
important  fact  of  the  autograph  letter  of  the  Secretary  and  your 
original  letter,  and  offered  to  send  me  copies  of  them,  together  with  a 
letter  setting  forth  the  reasons  of  his  visit,  why  he  desired  to  go  into 
this  Pass,  and  the  fact  of  his  having  had  the  privilege  accorded  by  you 
before,  which  he  has  since  done.  He  also  assured  me  that  it  should 
all  be  conducted  in  the  strictest  good  faith. 

_  In  view  of  these  circumstances  I  consented  to  his  wishes.  He  made 
signal  for  a  pilot,  and  sent  his  gig  with  an  officer  and  the  French  flag 
at  stern  and  to  the  peak  of  her  sail,  to  seek  the  one  who  carried  his 
ship  up  before.  To-day  is  foggy;  the  boat  is  not  yet  returned.  The 
vessel  to  be  bought  or  chartered  probably  at  Havana. 

I  hope  my  action  will  meet  your  approbation. 

V ery  respectfully,  etc. ,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

_  Commander 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  G  ulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Translation.] 

Corvette  Lavoisier, 

Off  Pass  a  U  Outre ,  January  30,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  agreeably  to  your  wish,  and  to 
relieve  you  of  responsibility,  the  copy  of  Mr.  Seward’s  dispatch  of 
the  11th  of  December,  1861.  I  thought  it  advisable  to  enclose  also 
the  letter  addressed  by  Commodore  McKean  on  the  31st  December 
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to  the  commander  of  the  Milan.  I  intended  to  stand  in  directly  for 
the  kSouth  V\  est  Pass,  where  1  thought  I  should  find  the  captain  of  the 
frigate  Colorado.  1  he.  state  of  the  weather  obliged  me  to  seek  the 
Pass  a  1  Outre,  by  which  the  Lavoisier  entered  last  September  to  e-o 
to  JNcw  Orleans  for  the  first  time. 

.  At  1:30  dispatched,  as  agreed  between  us,  a  boat  with  an  officer  to 
hnd  the  pilot  either  at  the  light-house  or  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes. 
I  hope  lie  will  arrive  before  to-morrow  morning. 

Receive,  captain,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

.  .  /  A.  Ribourt, 

6 apitaine  de  Fi'egate,  Commanding  the  Corvette  Lavoisier. 

Monsieur  le  Commandant. 


Report  of  Commander  Emmons ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

LLatteras,  of  arrival  on  blockading  station  off  Atchafalaya  Bay , 

Louisiana ,  and  encounter  with  Confederate  steamer  Mobile. 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 

Blockading  Berwick  and  Atchafalaya  Bay ,  February  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  arrived  on  this  station  the  third  day  after  leaving  }rou  at  Ship 
Island,  and  as  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  the  vessel  [  was  ordered 
to  relieve,  I  conclude  she  has  left  the  station  and  gone  east. 

I  communicated  with  the  Colorado  at  the  South  West  Pass,  and 
learning  that  they  had  captured  the  rebel  steamer  Calhoun ,  out  of 
this  place,  I  remained  several  hours  in  hopes  of  obtaining  from  her 
.papers  or  charts  better  information  of  this  place,  but  I  found  nothing 
satisfactory. 

The  particulars  of  capture  you  will  learn  from  other  sources.  She 
was  chased  into  the  Pass  during  the  night  by  the  schooner  Kittatinny, 
which  vessel  I  found  on  the  second  night  anchored  between  Ship  Island 
Shoal  and  Isle  Derniere,  and  from  her  commander  learned  that  he  had 
captured  the  rebel  pilot  that  lived  here,  and  whom  I  was  after. 

Continuing  on,  I  discovered  a  small  schooner  standing  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  eastward,  which  I  chased  in  toward  Raccoon  Point,  where 
there  were  two  armed  boats  lying,  belonging  to  the  De  Soto  and  Kitta¬ 
tinny ,  and  left  her  to  their  tender  mercies,  as  the  shoal  would  not  per¬ 
mit  me  to  approach  any  nearer. 

Farther  north  I  discovered  another  schooner  standing  to  the  south¬ 
ward,  which  went  about  as  soon  as  she  discovered  me  and  made  all  sail 
for  this  bay,  which  she  succeeded  in  reaching  at  dusk,  in  spite  of  26 
pounds  of  steam  and  a  speed  of  S  knots,  which  is  about  all  this  vessel 
can  do  with  her  present  foul  bottom. 

When  I  relinquished  the  chase  I  was  in  10  feet  water  and  within 
one-half  mile  of  the  light-house. 

At  dajdight  I  discovered  the  schooner  nearly  hull  down  up  the  baj^ 
and  nearer  to  me  a  long,  low,  three-masted  steamer,  which  I  presume 
to  be  the  rebel  steamer  Mobile ,  which,  from  information  I  obtained  on 
the  way,  is  armed  with  four  long  32s  and  a  rifled  30-pounder  Parrott 
gun.  Also  an  armed  lugger,  which  the  steamer  took  in  tow  and  then 
came  down  the  bay  toward  me.  While  still  beyond  the  range  of  my 
guns,  she  cast  off  the  lugger  and  both  stood  for  me,  the  latter  under 
sail. 

N  W  R — -VOL  17 - 7 
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When  nearly  in  range  of  iny  guns,  I  hove  up  and  turned  my  wheels 
so  as  to  bring  my  battery  to  bear,  when  the  steamer  hauled  up  at  right 
angles  with  her  former  course,  fired  a  broadside  of  three  guns,  and 
recalled  the  lugger.  She  afterwards  continued  to  maneuver  and  fire 
occasionally  for  about  one  hour,  all  of  her  shot  falling  short  of  me,  and 
then  returned  with  her  consort  up  the  bay  to  the  northward  and 
westward. 

My  only  reply  was  a  gun  to  windward  and  hoisting  our  ensign -as  an 
invitation  to  come  out,  as  I  could  not  get  in.  I  think,  from  her  arma¬ 
ment,  that  her  object  is  to  defend  the  bay,  and  from  the  different  posi¬ 
tions  which  she  assumed  I  should  think  her  light  draft  would  allow  her 
to  do  this  until  we  have  something  here  that  can  pursue  her  into  6  feet 
water.  I  touched  the  bottom  twice. 

When  approaching  me  I  presume  they  thought  me  aground,  as  I 
was  lying  very  still,  with  my  stern  toward  them,  until  my  engine 
moved.  The  water  is  quite  turbid  and  I  found  it  took  me  about  ten 
minutes  to  turn  in  a  depth  of  10  feet.  I  find  this  bay  quite  extensive, 
having  a  light-house  at  either  extreme,  26  miles  apart,  and  one  cen¬ 
trally  located,  between  which  there  are  several  passages  between  the 
reefs,  making  it  difficult  for  any  one  vessel  to  blockade  effectually. 

I  therefore  hope  you  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  place  another 
vessel  here,  subject  to  my  orders  or  not,  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

I  think  it  important  to  say  to  you  that  two  of  the  boxes  of  fixed 
ammunition  (36  charges)  that  were  sent  on  board  by  Lieutenant  McK. 
Buchanan  from  the  Lewis  at  Ship  Island  were  partly  full  of  water, 
and  the  ammunition,  of  course,  spoiled.  This  was  not  done  in  transit, 
and  I  presume  the  lieutenant  was  not  aware  of  its  condition  on  board 
of  his  vessel,  or  he  would  not  have  sent  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Note. — I  yesterday  spoke  the  Confederate  schooner  J.  J.  McNeil , 
prize  to  the  U.  S.  bark  Arthur ,  on  her  way  to  Ship  Island. 

G.  F.  E. 

February  k,  8  p.  m. — In  chasing  a  schooner,  which  proved  to  be  a 
prize  of  the  Montgomery ,  I  have  finally  stumbled  upon  the  latter, 
which  I  find  has  been  out  of  her  usual  beat,  to  the  southward  and 
westward. 

I  regret  very  much  to  have  missed  the  Connecticut ,  but  I  shall  be 
somewhat  repaid  by  those  rifled  guns  which  you  have  kindly  sent  me, 
and  which  I  learn  are  on  board  of  the  schooner  Kittatinny  to  the 
southward  and  eastward. 

Lieutenant  J ouett  is  so  anxious  to  take  his  departure  that  I  hope 
you  will  excuse  this  hurried  acknowledgment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Rtpni'f'  of  Captain  Self  ridge ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S 
Mississippi,  regarding  expedition  in  Fast  Pass,  Santa  Rosa  Island, 


U.  S.  S.  Mississippi, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  preparatory  forging  for  the 
ex osshead  is  done,  and  that  in  two  or  three  days,  with  the  engines  at 
rest,  the  work  of  strengthening  it  will  be  completed. 

At  the  instance  of  Colonel  Brown,  I  went  yesterday  to  the  East 
Pass.  1  found  there  the  schooner  Maria  A.  Wood  lying  within  gun¬ 
shot  of  the  bar.  I  gave  her  commander  such  advice  as  he  desired  and 
which  I  deemed  necessary  for  the  effectual  guarding  of  the  pass  and 
to  prevent  surprise. 

.  Seeing  a  large  schooner  inside  becalmed,  I  sent  an  armed  expedi¬ 
tion,  consisting  of  two  boats  from  this  vessel  and  one  from  the  Maria 
A.  Wood,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Madigan,  for  the  purpose  of  destroy¬ 
ing-  her.  After  the  boats  had  entered  the  pass  and  proceeded  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile,  a  shell  was  fired  from  the  east  bank  ahead  of  the  M.  A. 
Wood’s  boat,  which  was  far  in  advance,  contrary  to  orders.  Soon 
after  a  volley  of  musketry  was  discharged  at  this  boat,  striking  her  in 
several  places,  but  injuring  no  one.  A  round  of  shell  from  the  how¬ 
itzers  of  our  boats. silenced  and  dispersed  the  assailants.  As  the  rebel 
schooner  had  at  this  time  taken  advantage  of  a  breeze  to  elude  pursuit, 
and  as  the  boats  in  proceeding-  farther  up  the  narrow  pass  would  be 
exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  ambuscades,  without  the  power  of  reply¬ 
ing  wdtli  effect,  Lieutenant  Madigan  very  judiciously  returned  to  the 
ship. 

Early  yesterday  morning  on  my  way  to  the  East  Pass  I  spoke  the 
U.  S.  bark  James  L.  Davis,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winn,  from 
Philadelphia,  which  I  directed  to  come  here  and  remain  until  I 
returned.  I  have  ordered  Captain  Winn  to  report  to  you  or  the  senior 
officer  at  Ship  Island. 

*  ****** 


I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tiios.  O.  Selfridge, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Portsmouth  of  the  British  steamer  Labuan, 
at  the  mouth  of  Rio  Grande,  February  1,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  enclosures. 

No.  17.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant  and 
found  here  the  steamer  Constitution,  which  vessel  arrived  on  the  12th 
instant,  having  on  board  2,000  troops,  a  portion  of  the  command  of 
General  Butler;  also  the  English  screw  steamer  Labuan,  captured  by 
Commander  Swartwout,  commanding  U.  S.  sloop  Portsmouth,  off  Boca 
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Chica,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande-,  where  she  was  loading  with 
cotton  by  means  of  a  small  steamer. 

Commander  Swartwout  evidently  does  not  understand  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  prize  courts,  which  1  can  not  account  for,  as  he  was 
furnished  with  instructions.  Instead  of  sending  the  Labuan .  in  for 
adjudication,  he  dispatched  her  to  this  place,  simply  instructing  the 
prize  master  to  report  to  me,  and  sending  by  him  her  log  book  and 
such  papers  as  were  found  on  board;  no  register  was  found.  It  is 
said  that  her  papers  had  been  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  British 
consulate  at  Matamoras. 


I  very  much  regret  that  Commander  Swartwout  has  not  complied 
with  his  instructions,  but  under  the  circumstances  1  am  of  opinion  that 
the  only  proper  course  is  to  send  her  in  for  adjudication,  and  have 
therefore  sealed  up  the  log  book  and  papers  in  the  presence  of  the 
prize  master  and  addressed  them  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  to  whom  1  have  written, 
stating  the  circumstances  of  her  capture  so  far  as  known  to  me. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Commander  Swartwout’s  report  to  me, 
which  contains  all  the  information  1  have  in  regard  to  the  Labuan  or 
the  rebel  schooner  Wave,  mentioned  therein;  also  a  contract  made  by 
Commander  Swartwout  with  the  engineers  of  the  Labuan  to  work  the 
vessel  to  this  place,  which  I  have  renewed  on  the  same  terms  for  the 
passage  to  the  north. 

That  you  may  understand  the  instructions  under  which  Commander 
Swartwout  has  acted,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  him;  also  a 
copy  of  a  circular  order  issued-by  me  [December  13],  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  25th  of 
November,  1861,  in  relation  to  neutral  vessels  bound  to  Matamoras. 

By  reference  to  the  orders  of  Commander  Swartwout  3rou  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  Rio  Grande  is  not  blockaded,  as  1  observe  is  stated  in 
some  of  the  New  Orleans  papers. 

After  leaving  the  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi  on  the  13th  instant, 
I  communicated  with  the  vessels  stationed  off  the  other  passes  and 
learned  from  Captain  Craven,  of  the  Brooklyn  (off  the  Pass  a  l'Outre), 
that  on  the  5th  instant  Captain  Ribourt,  commanding  the  French  war 
steamer  Lavoisier ,  returned  from  New  Orleans  and  stated  to  him  as 
follows:  That  there  were  about  250  French  subjects  at  that  place  who 
were  in  a  very  destitute  condition  and  were  anxious  to  get  away  and 
return  home;  that  they  could  raise  among  them  but  40,000  francs,  and 
that  100,000  were  necessary  to  enable  them  to  charter  a  suitable  vessel 
for  their  transportation;  that  he  should  sail  immediately  for  Havana 
and  communicate  with  his  Government  to  ascertain  if  it  would  con¬ 
tribute  the  60,000  francs  necessary  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  and  that 
he  should  probably  return  in  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  removing  his  destitute  countrymen. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Constitution  wi\\  sail  this  morning,  and  have 
written  hastily,  being  desirous  to  forward  this  communication  by  her. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Swartwout,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  3hip  Portsmouth. 


U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Portsmouth, 

Off  Boca  Chica ,  February  3 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  sailing  from  Ship  Island  on  the  20th  ultimo  1  have,  in 
compliance  with  your  instructions,  communicated  with  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Santee ,  barks  Midnight  and  Arthur ,  and  arrived  off  this 
anchorage  on  the  1st  instant.  Whilst  standing  in,  1  captured  the 
schooner  Wave ,  with  the  rebel  flag  flying,  and  anchored  her  under  my 
guns.  1  found  ten  vessels  at  anchor  here,  nine  small  sailing  vessels, 
and  one  steam  propeller,  with  the  English  flag  hoisted.  On  boarding 
her  she  proved  to  be  the  steamer  Labuan ,  which  vessel  is  mentioned 
among  the  suspicious  vessels  in  the  list  you  furnished  me.  As  she 
was  loading  with  cotton,  and  had  no  regular  papers,  I  considered  it 
my  duty  to  capture  her.  As  we  were  standing  in  for  this  anchorage 
we  discovered  a  small  steamer  coming  down  to  the  entrance,  and 
apparently  bound  out  to  the  steamer  Labuan ,  but  as  soon  as  she  saw  us 
she  put  back.  The  mate  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Labuan  informed 
me  that  the  captain  and  supercargo  were  ashore,  and  that  the  steamer 
which  we  saw  standing  toward  the  entrance  was  loaded  with  cotton  and 
intended  for  this  vessel,  but  she  would  not  venture  out  whilst  I  was 
here.  The  mate  also  stated  that  they  left  Havana  on  the  27th  December 
and  have  been  lying  here  about  a  month,  loading  with  cotton.  He 
further  stated  he  had  on  board  139  bales  of  cotton  and  500  tons  of 
coal.  As  the  prize  schooner  Wave  is  an  old  vessel,  in  a  leaky  condi¬ 
tion,  and  of  little  or  no  value,  I  have  therefore  transferred  her  cargo, 
which  is  worth  about  $6,000  or  $8,000,  to  the  prize  steamer  Labuan. 
Accompanying  this  you  will  find  a  report  of  the  commission  of  officers 
appointed  by  me,  certifying  as  to  the  amount,  etc.,  of  her  cargo,  and 
also  a  report  of  the  surveying  officers.  The  captain,  mate,  and  two 
of  the  crew  I  send  with  the  steamer  Labuan;  the  remainder  of  her 
crew  are  on  board  this  ship  in  irons.  1  have  also  transferred  to  this 
ship  the  crew  of  the  prize  steamer  Labuan ,  with  the  exception  of  the 
mates,  engineers,  firemen,  coal  heavers,  cook,  and  steward,  as  1  did  not 
consider  it  prudent  to  send  such  a  large  number  of  prisoners  with  the 
prize  crew  to  take  charge  of.  I  send  you  the  log  book  and  all  the 
papers  found  on  board  the  steamer  Labuan ,  from  which  you  will 
perceive  the  steamer  is  valued  at  $75,000;  this,  together  with  the  two 
cargoes,  will  amount  to  at  least  $125,000.  This  being  such  a  valuable 
prize,  I  did  not  consider  it  prudent  to  send  hereto  New  York,  Boston, 
or  Philadelphia,  particularly  as  I  have  no  engineers,  firemen,  or  coal 
heavers  to  send  in  the  vessel;  and  with  the  canvas  she  has,  it  would 
take  her  several  months  to  reach  a  Northern  port,  and  be  hazardous, 
and  also  subject  her  to  the  chance  of  being  recaptured.  I  am  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  prevail  upon  some  of  her  engineers,  firemen,  and  coal 
heavers  to  work  her  as  far  as  Ship  Island  by  paying  them  for  then 
services.  I  have  taken  out  of  the  prize  schooner  Wave,  for  the  use  of 
this  ship,  one  chronometer,  one  spyglass,  and  five  charts;  everything 
gIsg  found  on  board  of  her  I  have  sent  in  the  steam ei  Lclovclti.  J_he 
transferring  of  liquors  from  the  steamer  Labuan  to  this  ship,  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  enclosed  report,  I  considered  necessary  as  a  prudential 
measure* 

The  nine  small  sailing  vessels  mentioned  have  been  boarded  by  me, 
but  I  have  not  as  yet  discovered  anything  sufficiently  suspicious  to  cap¬ 
ture  them,  although  I  believe  they  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  loading 
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with  cotton.  I  shall  watch  them  very  closely,  and  seize  them  as  soon 
as  1  find  them  making  any  attempt  to  break  the  blockade. 

1  should  like  to  be  instructed  on  the  following  points:  Whether  neu¬ 
tral  vessels  anchoring  off  the  Rio  Grande,  loaded  with  munitions  of 
war,  are  to  be  permitted  to  send  their  cargoes  to  Matamoras,  if  stated 
in  their  clearance  papers  they  are  bound  there,  and  whether  neutral 
vessels  are  to  be  permitted  to  take  cotton  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande  if  their  papers  state  it  is  sent  from  Matamoras. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  officers  and  prize  crew  sent  back  to  this 
ship  as  soon  as  practicable,  as  the  loss  of  them  weakens  my  crew  very 
much.  The  prize  master,  Mr.  Richmond,  is  an  invaluable  officer  to 
me,  and  the  only  one  attached  to  this  ship  who  could  supply  the  place 
of  the  executive  officer  should  anything  happen  to  him.  I  therefore 
beg  that  he  may  be  returned  to  me  as  soon  as  possible.  Your  compli¬ 
ance  with  my  request  will  be  considered  a  personal  favor,  which  I 
shall  duly  appreciate.  One  of  the  gunboats  would  be  of  great  service 
to  me  here,  and  I  believe  with  her  assistance  I  could  capture  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks  other  prizes  as  valuable  as  the  one  I  now  send 
you.  If  you  acquiesce  in  my  suggestion,  it  would  be  necessary  to  dis¬ 
patch  the  gunboat  without  delay,  because,  as  soon  as  information  is 
received  at  Tampico,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Havana  that  this  part  of  the  coast 
is  blockaded,  they  will  not,  of  course,  send  any  more  steamers  to  load 
with  cotton.  You  will  find  enclosed  a  written  agreement  made  with 
the  engineer  of  the  steamer  Labuan  to  work  the  steamer  to  Ship 
Island  for  the  compensation  therein  stated.  I  hope  this  arrangement 
will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  that  you  will  direct  the  amount 
due  to  be  paid  to  him.  I  have  been  unable,  in  consequence  of  the 
heavy  swell,  to  transfer  the  whole  cargo  of  the  schooner  to  the 
steamer.  There  are  40  barrels  of  sugar  remaining,  which  L  have  con¬ 
cluded  to  take  on  board  of  this  ship  rather  than  detain  the  steamer 
any  longer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  SwARTWOUT, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron ,  of  Ship  Island. 


Blockading  instruction  from  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Swartwout, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  skip  Portsmouth. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  January  17,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  sloop  Portsmouth,  under  your 
command,  to  cruise  between  Corpus  Christi  and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a  rigid  blockade  of  that  part  of 
the  coast. 

lou  will  keep  as  close  into  the  land  as  you  can  with  safety,  and  will 
exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  any  vessel  from  entering  or 
leaving  a  Confederate  port. 

No  neutral  vessel  proceeding  toward  a  blockaded  port,  unless  having 
on  board  contraband  of  war,  is  to  be  captured  or  detained,  if  she  shall 
not  have  received  a  specific  notification  of  the  blockade;  but  you  will 
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capture  all  vessels  attempting  to  enter  such  blockaded  port  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  notified.  The  notification  is  to  be  endorsed  upon  the  register 
and  muster  roll  of  the  neutral  vessel  by  the  cruiser  which  meets  her, 
together  with  the  time  when,  and  the  latitude  and  longitude  where, 
boarded. 

You  will  use  all  diligence  to  capture  vessels  with  arms  and  munitions. 
It  will  be  your  duty  to  capture  any  privateer  or  vessel  you  may  meet 
with  on  the  high  seas,  or  in  our  waters,  depredating  on  our  commerce  or 
making  hostile  demonstrations  toward  the  United  States  or  any  of  her 
citizens;  all  vessels  having  on  board  arms,  munitions,  articles  contra¬ 
band,  or  which  are  of  a  suspicious  character,  or  that  claim  to  belong 
to,  or  to  have  authority  from,  any  government,  or  pretended  govern¬ 
ment,  not  recognized  by  the  United  States. 

I  have  information  that  large  quantities  of  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  have  been  shipped  to  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  and  various  ports  in 
the  island  of  Cuba  and  elsewhere,  thence  to  be  reshipped  in  small  fish¬ 
ing  and  coasting  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade.  As 
many  of  these  small  craft  are  of  little  value,  the  rebels  will  probably 
endeavor  to  land  the  arms  by  running  the  vessels  ashore,  and  it  will, 
therefore,  be  necessary  that  you  keep  your  boats  in  perfect  order  for 
service,  selecting  for  their  crews  your  best  men,  that  3rou  may  be  able 
to  cut  off  any  vessel  that  may  attempt  to  escape  by  running  ashore  or 
into  water  too  shoal  for  your  ship. 

If  not  already  done,  you  will  have  boarding  nettings  fitted  as  soon 
as  possible;  and  should  it  become  necessary  to  anchor  at  night,  keep 
them  triced  up;  not  less  than  a  quarter  watch  on  deck,  or  should  the 
night  be  dark,  a  full  watch;  lookouts  stationed  in  various  parts  of  the 
ship,  batteries  cast  loose,  and  everything  in  readiness  for  immediate 
action. 

I  have  information  that  arms  have  been  packed  in  crates  to  resemble 
earthenware  and  in  packages  marked  hardware,  and  that  many  devices 
have  been  resorted  to  by  the  rebel  agents  abroad  for  the  purpose  of 
concealing  them.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  carefully  examine 
the  cargoes  of  any  vessels  you  may  meet  with  approaching  our  coast. 
In  case  of-sending  in  prizes  for  adjudication,  you  will  distribute  them 
equally  between  the  ports  of  Philadelphia,  New  Pork,  and  Boston, 
being  particular  to  conform  to  the  instructions  contained  in  circular 
No.  1  herewith  transmitted. 

Should  you  capture  any  small  vessels  not  fit  to  make  a  passage  to  the 
North  you  will  send  them  to  this  place,  that  the  cargoes  may  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  some  suitable  vessel  for  transportation. 

You  will  keep  me  informed  by  every  opportunity  of  all  transactions 

of  importance.  , 

I  transmit  herewith  a  number  of  circulars,  etc.,  to  winch  I  call  youi 

particular  attention. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Saml.  Swartwout, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Sloop  Portsmouth ,  b/uqj  Island. 

p,  g. _ Should  you  meet  with  the  steamer  Gladiator  you  will  cap¬ 

ture  and  send  her  in  for  adjudication. 
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[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Portsmouth, 

Off  Boca  Chica,  February  3,  1862. 

I  hereby  agree  with  Commander  S.  Swartwout,  commanding  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  Portsmouth ,  to  work  the  prize  steamer  Batman  to  Ship 
Island  for  the  following  pecuniary  compensation,  which  shall  be  paid 
to  me  on  my  arrival  there:  The  engineer  is  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  $50 
per  month.  The  leading  stoker  is  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  $25  per 
month.  All  others  belonging  to  the  engineering  department  are  to 
receive  at  the  rate  of  $20  per  month. 

Edward  Walbet  Miller, 

Engineer. 


U.  S.  Sloop  of  'War  Portsmouth, 

Off  Boca  Chica ,  February  3, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  2d  instant,  to  attend  to  the 
discharging  of  the  prize  schooner  Wave  on  board  the  prize  steamer 
Batman,  we  have  to  report  as  follows: 

A  portion  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize  schooner  Wave  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  prize  steamer  Batman.  It  consists  of  the  following  articles, 
viz:  253  bales  of  tobacco,  50  bags  of  rice,  12  barrels  of  molasses,  22 
barrels  of  rice,  62  barrels  of  sugar. 

Owing  to  a  strong  wind  and  a  rough  sea  the  remainder  of  the  cargo, 
from  40  to  50  barrels  believed  to  be  sugar,  could  not  be  discharged. 

The  following  articles  have  also  been  transferred  from  said  prize 
schooner  to  said  prize  steamer,  viz:  1  ship’s  timepiece,  1  chart  (of  Gulf 
of  Mexico),  etc. 

A  list  of  articles  transferred  from  the  prize  steamer  Batman  to  this 
ship,  viz:  4  cases  marked  champagne,  2  cases  marked  port  wine,  3  cases 
marked  sherry  wine,  1  case  marked  claret  wine,  2  cases  marked  brandy, 
1  case  marked  Geneva  gin,  2  barrels  marked  pale  ale,  3  barrels  marked 
porter,  1  cask  containing  a  small  quantity  of  rum,  1  copper  powder 
tank,  12  cylinders  containing  gunpowder,  2  canisters  containing  gun¬ 
powder,  12  packages  containing  pistol-ball  cartridges,  1  package  con¬ 
taining  gunpowder,  1  tin  box  containing  percussion  caps,  1  ballast 
mold,  2  smoothbore  muskets,  2  rifle  muskets,  2  navy  pistols,  2  bayo¬ 
nets,  8  boarding  pikes. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  S.  Dungan,  Surgeon. 

G.  Richmond,  Acting  Master. 

Thos.  B.  Gammon,  Master’s  Mate. 

Commander  S.  Swartwout. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Portsmouth. 


Letter  of  censure  from  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Swartwout,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  for  lack  of  conformity  to  rules  regulating  prizes. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  here  on  the  15th  instant  I  found  the  prize 
steamer  Bdbuan  and  received  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant. 

1  regret  exceedingly  the  course  you  have  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
Babuan.  You  should  have  conformed  strictly  to  the  rules  laid  down 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


105 


in  regard  to  prizes.  The  papers  should  have  been  sealed  up  and  for¬ 
warded  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  and  the  vessel  sent  to 
one  of  the  ports  named  in  your  instructions,  as  the  engineer  and  fire¬ 
men  were  willing  to  proceed  upon  the  same  terms  as  those  agreed 
upon  to  work  her  to  this  place. 

You  do  not  state  explicitly  that  she  was  captured  in  our  waters.  If 
taken  in  our  waters,  and  it  can  be  proved,  she  is,  I  think,  a  legal  prize, 
but  if  in  Mexican  waters,  you  were  wrong  in  capturing  her.  When 
you  send  in  a  prize  you  should  address  a  letter  to  the  district  judge, 
giving  all  the  information  with  regard  to  her  capture. 

Ton  request  me  to  send  back  your  officers  and  crow  sent  in  charge 
of  the  Labuan.  If  I  were  to  do  so,  what  evidence  could  be  produced 
before  a  court?  I  have  no  authority  to  decide  in  the  case,  and  there 
is  but  one  proper  course  to  pursue.  As  she  has  been  seized  and  sent 
here,  she  must  be  adjudicated  before  a  proper  tribunal.  I  have  there¬ 
fore  ordered  her  to  New  York. 

You  have  erred  in  retaining  any  part  of  the  cargoes  of  the  steamer 
or  schooner;  the  whole  should  have  been  sent.  The  balance  of  the 
cargoes  you  will  send  to  New  York  by  the  first  supply  steamer,  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court,  being 
particular  to  write  to  the  judge  and  to  forward  proper  evidence  that 
the  articles  sent  constituted  portions  of  the  cargoes  of  the  Confederate 
schooner  Wave  and  the  British  steamer  Labuan. 

You  do  not  state  in  your  communication  whether  the  small  steamer 
referred  to  was  coming  out  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  out  of  the  Boca 
Chica.  I  fear  it  will  be  too  late,  but  you  had  better  address  the  judge 
of  the  U.  S.  district  court  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York  by  the 
first  opportunity,  giving  all  the  information  you  can. 

You  will  not  interfere  with  any  vessels  anchored  in  Mexican  waters, 
but  will  capture  any  vessel  that  may  be  transporting  cargo  from  the 
Texan  coast. 

Any  prizes  you  hereafter  make  that  are  not  fit  to  send  to  the 
North  you  will  send  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  with  a  request  to 
the  commanding  naval  officer  to  send  back  the  officer  and  crews  after 
giving  in  their  evidence  before  the  court. 

I  send  }tou  a  circular  order  in  regard  to  the  release  of  prisoners, 
also  some  blank  forms  of  instructions  to  prize  masters,  by  reference 
to  which  you  will  perceive  that  on  sending  in  a  prize  it  is  your  duty 
to  make  a  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Saml.  Swartwout, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Sloop  Portsmouth , 

Cruising  between  Corpus  Christi  and  the  Rio  Grande. 


Report  of  Commander  Swartwout,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  explaining  his  course  in  the  matter  of  the 

disposition  of  the  prize. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Portsmouth, 

Off  Boca  Chica,  Tex.,  February  28,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  18th  instant  by  the  bark  Midnight 
has  been  received,  in  which  you  find  fault  with  my  sending  the  prize 
steamer  Labuan  to  Ship  Island.  As  my  reason  for  pursuing  this 
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course  does  not  appear  satisfactory  to  you,  I  will  add  that  I  did  not 
feel  sufficient  confidence  in  the  engineers,  firemen,  and  coal  heavers  of 
the  Labuan  to  trust  them  to  work  her  to  New  York,  particularly  .as 
Prize  Master  Richmond  overheard  a  conversation  between  the  chief 
mate  and  chief  engineer,  previous  to  the  steamer’s  leaving  here,  from 
which  he  was  satisfied  they  were  forming  some  plan  for  deranging  the 
machinery  and  recapturing  the  vessel.  In  consequence  of  this  dis¬ 
closure,  1  determined  to  retain  the  chief  engineer  on  board  of  this 
ship  and  dispatch  the  steamer  to  Ship  Island,  where  she  could  obtain 
trustworthy  engineers,  firemen,  and  coal  heavers  to  work  her  to  New 
York  or  some  other  Northern  port.  I  gave  verbal  orders  to  Prize 
Master  Richmond,  in  case  the  machinery  should  be  deranged,  and  he 
should  require  assistance  on  his  passage  to  Ship  Island,  to  touch  at 
Galveston  or  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  where  the  ships  of  war 
stationed  there  would  afford  him  relief.  In  sending  the  Labuan  to 
Ship  Island,  I  was  governed  solely  by  a  sense  of  duty  and  from 
motives  of  prudence. 

You  have  strangely  misunderstood  my  letter  of  the  3d  of  February 
in  several  particulars.  In  the  first  place  you  say  I  do  not  state 
explicitly  that  the  Labuan  was  captured  in  our  waters.  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  perceive  how  I  could  express  myself  more  clearly.  My  letter  is 
dated  off  Boca  Chica,  which  is  in  Texas,  as  the  chart  will  show  you. 
Isay,  14 1  found  ten  vessels  at  anchor  here  (that  is,  off  Boca  Chica), 
nine  small  sailing  vessels,  and  one  steam  propeller,  with  the  English 
flag  hoisted.  On  boarding  her,  she  proved  to  be  the  steamer  Labuan , 
which  vessel  is  mentioned  among  the  suspicious  vessels  in  the  list  you 
furnished  me  with.”  In  the  second  place  you  say  44  You  (I)  have  erred 
m  retaining  any  part  of  the  cargoes  of  the  steamer  or  schooner;  the 
whole  should  have  been  sent.”  I  have  not  transferred  any  part  of  the 
cargo  of  the  Labuan  to  this  ship,  nor  can  I  find  it  so  stated  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  3d  of  February.  I  informed  you  that  I  trans¬ 
ferred  some  liquors,  firearms,  and  ammunition  to  this  vessel  from  the 
steamer.  These  articles  belonged  to  the  officers  and  the  vessel,  but 
were  no  part  of  her  cargo.  As  the  mate  and  the  steamer’s  crew  were 
intoxicated  and  riotous  several  times  previous  to  her  sailing,  I  did  not 
consider  it  prudent  to  leave  these  articles  on  board  of  her,  and  under 
these  circumstances  I  considered  myself  justified  in  the  course  I  pur¬ 
sued.  The  schooner  Wave  being  in  a  leaky  condition,  and  as  it  was 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  her  cargo  that  it  should  be  removed 
as  soon  as  practicable,  I  did  not  consider  it  of  an}r  importance  where 
it  was  deposited  for  safe-keeping,  so  that  it  eventually  reached  the 
custody  of  the  district  judge  where  the  schooner  will  be  tried.  1 
stated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  3d  of  February  that  a  heavy  swell 
prevented  me  from  transferring  the  whole  of  the  cargo  belonging  to 
the  Wave  on  board  of  the  Labuan ,  and  that  the  balance  I  would  take 
on  board  of  this  vessel.  I  shall  send  the  remainder  of  the  schooner’s 
cargo,  together  with  the  cargo  of  the  rebel  sloop  Pioneer,  which  1 
captured  off  this  anchorage  on  the  20th  instant,  consisting  of  153  bales 
of  tobacco,  by  the  supply  steamer  to  the  district  judge  at  New  York, 
and  also  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Labuan ,  Wave,  and 
Pioneer ,  as  well  as  the  liquors,  firearms,  and  ammunition  taken  from 
the  steamer  for  safe-keeping.  In  the  third  place  you  say,  44You  (I) 
do  not  state  in  your  (my)  communication  whether  the  small  steamer 
referred  to  was  coming  out  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  out  of  the  Boca 
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Chica.”  My  letter  is  dated  off  Boca  Chica,  and  I  say  as  follows: 
‘‘As  we  were  standing  in  for  this  anchorage  (that  is  the  anchorage  off 
Boca  Chica)  we  discovered  a  small  steamer  coming  down  to  the  entrance 
(of  course  of  Boca  Chica)  and  apparently  bound  out  to  the  steamer 
Labium .  ”  As  1  made  mention  of  Boca  Chica,  and  did  not  allude  in 
any  way  to  the  Rio  Grande,  I  can  not  conceive  how  there  can  be  any 
ambiguity  about  my  meaning.  However,  should  there  be  any  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  the  district  judge  with  reference  to  the  entrance  I 
alluded  to,  it  can  easily  be  dispelled  by  referring  to  the  chart  and 
taking  the  testimony  of  the  prize  officers  and  crew.  The  rebel  flag 
was  distinctly  seen  from  this  ship,  hoisted  on  shore,  close  to  where 
the  small  steamer  was. 

I  requested  Prize  Master  Richmond  to  call  your  attention  to  the  log 
book  belonging  to  the  steamer  Labuan,  which  is  headed  “Off  Barra 
Santiago,.”  another  name  for  Brazos  St.  Iago  [Santiago],  a  port  in 
Texas.  The  log’  book  of  the  steamer,  therefore,  condemns  her,  as  she 
was  lying  off  the  Texan  territory  when  she  received  the  cotton  on 
board  and  which  came  from  a  Texan  port.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  she  violated  the  blockade  and  is  a  legal  prize;  but  should  it  be 
decided  otherwise  by  the  district  court,  then  the  blockading  of  this 
part  of  the  coast  of  Texas  is  a  mere  farce,  and  the  sooner  it  is  abandoned 
the  better  for  the  credit  of  the  Government.  I  say  in  my  letter  of  the 
3d  of  February,  “I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  officers  and  prize  crew 
sent  back  to  this  ship  as  soon  as  practicable,  as  the  loss  of  them 
weakens  my  crew  very  much.”  I  did  not  mean  by  this  request  that  I 
expected  you  to  send  back  all  the  officers  and  crew  from  Ship  Island, 
but  I  was  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Richmond  and  a  large  portion  of  the  crew 
would  have  been  returned  to  me,  as  Master’s  Mate  Beck  and  three  or 
four  of  the  prize  crew  would  have  been  witnesses  enough,  and  more 
than  the  law  requires,  to  give  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  Labuan. 
On  the  8th  instant,  during  a  norther,  the  prize  schooner  Wave  got 
adrift  and  ran  into  our  first  cutter,  knocking  a  hole  into  her  and  swamp¬ 
ing  her.  On  the  9th  instant,  in  the  midst  of  the  gale,  the  launch 
returned  from  an  expedition  to  the  northward,  where  she  had  been  dis¬ 
patched  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  norther,  and  anchored 
astern  of  this  ship. 

There  was  such  a  heavy  sea  on  that  we  were  obliged  to  haul  the  crew 
on  board  over  the  stern  in  bowlines.  I  succeeded,  after  a  great  deal 
of  difficulty,  in  getting  a  hawser  attached  to  the  launch  as  a  tow  line, 
but  before  the  gale  subsided,  which  was  a  very  severe  one,  she  broke 
loose  and  capsized,  drifting  out  to  sea.  A  few  days  after  she  was 
towed  into  this  anchorage  by  a  merchant  vessel  and  restored  to  this 
ship,  although  I  regret  to  state  that  the  boat  howitzer,  ammunition, 
and  some  twenty  pistols  and  cutlasses  were  lost  when  the  launch  cap¬ 
sized.  The  launch  was  considerably  injured  during  the  gale  and  will 
require  extensive  repairs,  which  it  will  take  some  time  to  accomplish, 
as  I  have  but  two  carpenters  on  board,  and  they  are  constantly  at  work 
repairing  defects  about  the  ship  which  should  have  been  attended  to 
before  she  left  the  Portsmouth  yard.  The  commander  of  the  bark 
Midnight  informs  me  that  you  expect  me  to  fill  up  with  water  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  This  is  not  practicable,  and  if  it  were 
I  should  have  a  large  portion  of  my  crew  on  the  sick  list  from  dysen¬ 
tery  and  diarrhoea.  Captain  Kittredge,  of  the  bark  Arthur ,  who  was 
for  several  years  trading  along  the  coast  of  Texas,  in  command  of  a 
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steamer  from  Galveston  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  is  perfectly  familiar 
with  this  part  of  the  coast,  informs  me  that  it  is  necessary  to  proceed 
some  distance  up  tire  Rio  Grande  before  fresh  water  fit  to  drink  can  be 
obtained,  and  that  the  use  of  it  is  very  injurious  to  those  not  accus¬ 
tomed  to  it.  This  ship  can  not  with  safety  anchor  much  nearer  than 
4  miles  from  the  shore,  and  to  send  our  boats  up  the  river,  or  even 
over  the  bar,  would  be  certain  destruction  to  them,  as  there  are  cannon 
mounted  by  the  rebels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  capable  of  sink¬ 
ing  any  boats  that  may  attempt  to  cross  the  bar.  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  inform  you  of  these  facts,  and  if  you  still  insist  upon  my  water¬ 
ing  at  the  Rio  Grande,  1  will,  of  course,  make  the  effort,  let  the  con¬ 
sequences  be  what  they  may.  I  have  water  enough  to  last  about  seven 
weeks,  and  in  the  course  of  a  month  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
obtain  water  somewhere.  Will  you  please  inform  me  in  the  meantime 
where  you  intend  I  shall  procure  water  %  The  rebels  have  been  seen 
from  this  ship  firing  shell  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  appar¬ 
ently  at  a  target.  I  have  been  informed  recently  by  a  gentleman  of 
intelligence,  and  who  appears  to  be  familiar  with  this  part  of  the  coast 
and  the  northern  coast  of  Mexico,  that  the  only  place  where  we  can 
water  ship  with  safety  within  a  convenient  distance  is  the  Rio  de  San 
Fernando,  o  d’l  Tigre.  This  is  a  river  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  about 
40  miles  to  the  southward  of  our  present  anchorage.  He  represents 
the  water  as  being  good  and  the  river  very  accessible.  Should  his 
statement  prove  to  be  correct  the  bark  Midnight  and  this  vessel,  by 
relieving  each  other,  could  very  readily  water  from  the  river  alluded 
to,  and  without  leaving  this  part  of  the  coast  unblockaded.  Enclosed 
you  will  find  monthly  reports  from  the  surgeon,  master,  and  assistant 
paymaster,  in  compliance  with  your  general  instructions.  You  will 
find  herewith  enclosed  tabular  returns  of  vessels  boarded  since  we 
sailed  from  Ship  Island,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions. 

*  -x-  *  -x-  *  *  * 


Very  respectfully 


S.  Swartwout, 

Commander. 


Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Gulf  of  Mexico  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  transmitting  correspondence. 

No.  63.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Mississippi  River ,  April  21,  1S62. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  communication  (origi¬ 
nal)  dated  March  19, 1862,  and  a  copy  of  one  dated  April  1,  1862,  from 
Commodore  Hugh  Dunlop,  C.  B,  commanding  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s 
Squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  the  same. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-Officer ,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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British  Vice-Consulate, 

Matamoras ,  February  9,  1862. 

^  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  4th  instant  the 
British  steamer  Labuan ,  Joseph  Hamshaw,  master,  registered  in  Hull 
under  the  official  number  25619,  whilst  lying  at  anchor  in  this  neutral 
port  of  Matamoras  has  been  seized  and  dispatched  with  a  prize  crew, 
by  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Portsmouth ,  22  guns,  Commander  S.  Swart- 
wout. 

This  seizure  seems  to  me  such  a  deliberate  act  of  anything  short  of 
piracy  that  I  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  the  full  particulars  of  the 
case. 

The  Labuan  was  chartered  and  cleared  by  Messrs.  De  Jersey  &  Co., 
British  merchants  of  Manchester,  from  Grimsby  via  Havana  for  this 
port  of  Matamoras,  consigned  to  Messrs.  Droege,  Oetling  [or  Ortling] 
&  Co.,  of  this  place. 

The  Labuan  arrived  here  about  the  1st  of  January,  and  not  being 
able  to  cross  the  bar  of  the  Bio  Grande,  which  affords  an  entry  only 
to  very  light-draft  vessels,  she  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  on 
the  open  roadstead  which  constitutes  the  port  of  Matamoras. 

The  register  and  ship’s  articles  were  duly  deposited  in  this  vice- 
consulate  and  a  receipt  given  for  the  same,  sent  on  board. 

The  ship  and  cargo  were  entered  and  discharged  comformable  to  the 
regulations  of  .this  Mexican  port,  and  being  destined  to  return  to 
Havana,  the  vessel  was  cleared  here  for  said  port  with  a  cargo  of  cot¬ 
ton  and  specie,  with  the  usual  documents  from  the  custom-house,  the 
Spanish  vice-consulate,  and  of  this  office  on  the  24th  of  January. 

Captain  Hamshaw  having  proceeded  from  this  place  to  the  mouth 
of.  the  ltio  Grande,  with  all  documents  for  his  ship  and  cargo,  and  a 
part  of  the  latter  for  shipment  on  board  his  vessel,  was  detained  there¬ 
with  inside  the  river  bar  on  account  of  continued  tempestuous  weather. 

During  this  forced  delay  Captain  Hamshaw  and  the  supercargo, 
Mr.  J.  Fooke,  who  likewise  was  on  shore,  witnessed  the  arrival  of  a 
man-of-war,  supposed  to  be  the  U.  S.  sloop  Portsmouth ,  who  cast anchor 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  Labuan ,  alternately  showing  French  and 
American  colors.  On  the  same  day  of  her  arrival,  the  1st  of  February, 
a  crew  from  the  same  boarded  the  Labuan ,  lowered  her  colors,  which 
all  the  time  previous  had  been  displayed,  removed  her  from  her 
moorings  to  where  the  former  lay,  and  transshipped  the  cargo  of  a 
prize  schooner  on  board  the  Labuan. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  the  Labuan  had  disappeared. 

Captain  Hamshaw,  who  meantime  had  made  ineffectual  attempts  to 
reach  his  vessel,  prevented  by  the  unremitting  stormy  weather  and 
later  by  the  impossibility  to  procure  anybody  to  accompany  him,  since 
a  panic  had  seized  the  people  who  witnessed  the  scene,  informed  me  on 
the  4th  instant  of  what  had  taken  place  and  solicited  my  intervention. 

I  that  same  day  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and,  the  sea  happily 
having  calmed  a  little,  after  much  trouble  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  boat 
to  take  me  over  the  river  bar.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  I 
went  on  board  the  man-of-war,  who,  on  nearing  her,  hoisted  French 
colors. 

I  introduced  myself  to  the  commander  as  her  Majesty’s  vice-consul 
from  Matamoras,  and  being  informed  by  him  that  his  name  was  S. 
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Swartwout  and  that  of  his  vessel  the'  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Portsmouth , 
requested  him  to  inform  me  of  the  reasons  that  might  have  motived 
the  extraordinary  proceeding  which  had  been  witnessed  from  the  shore. 
His  answer  was  that  he  had  no  explanation  to  give  me,  that  he  had 
seized  the  Labuan  and  dispatched  her  with  a  prize  crew,  and  that  the 
reasons  therefor  would  he  made  known  before  the  competent  tribunal. 
On  my  insisting  to  learn  the  cause  therefor  1  was  informed  that  the 
Labuan  had  violated  the  blockade  by  loading  cotton  from  Texas, 
brought  on  board  by  a  rebel  steamer,  "thereby  giving  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  enemy. 

On  my  explaining  how  the  cotton  had  been  dispatched  from  Mata- 
moras  and  that  the  Labuan  lay  in  the  neutral  port  of  Matamoras,  the 
commander  answered  that  he  did  not  care,  that  he  knew  that  the  cot¬ 
ton  had  come  from  Texas,  that  Matamoras  had  no  port,  that  “  he 
would  not  be  fooled,”  but  seize  all  cotton  and  every  vessel  carrying 
cotton  and  violating  the  blockade,  and  that  he  would  even  seize  a  ves¬ 
sel  in  Tampico,  if  cotton  were  found  on  board,  and  he  knew  it  to  be 
from  Texas. 

I  thereon  informed  the  commander  that  I  most  formally  protested 
against  the  whole  act,  as  an  outrage  to  the  British  flag  and  on  British 
property,  whereon  he  with  great  impatience  interrupted  me,  saying 
1  might  protest  as  much  as  I  chose,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  do 
with  the  matter,  and  that  it  now  was  left  to  the  civil  authorities  to 
decide  whether  the  vessel  had  been  rightly  or  wrongly  seized. 

During  the  subsequent  conversation,  which  I  thought  it  prudent  to 
carry  on  in  the  interest  of  several  other  vessels  lying  in  the  same  port 
of  Matamoras,  and  after  being  invariably  refused  an  explanatory 
answer  to  all  my  questions  in  the  beginning,  1  was  told  that  all  the 
said  vessels  would  be  seized  if  they  attempted  to  violate  the  blockade 
or  carried  contraband  of  war,  that  neither  the  Labuan  nor  any  of  the 
other  vessels  lay  in  Mexican  waters,  that  no  papers  whatsoever  had 
been  found  on  board  the  Labuan ,  which  assurance  was,  however,  con¬ 
tradicted  by  a  United  States  officer  who  was  present  and  admitted  that 
a  receipt  of  mine  for  the  ship’s  papers  deposited  at  my  office  had  been 
found;  whereon  the  commander  answered  that  he  did  not  care  for 
my  receipt.  I  further  learned  that  the  Labuan  would  be  tried  either  at 
New  York,  Boston,  or  Philadelphia,  although  my  impression  is  that 
she  will  be  sent  to  Key  West,  that  he  had  taken  out  her  crew  with 
the  exception  of  10  men,  which  he  had  sent  off  on  her,  and  that  by  first 
opportunity  he  would  dispatch  those  remaining,  and  that  had  he  found 
the  captain  and  supercargo  on  board  the  Labuan  he  would  have  taken 
both  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Thus  it  happens  that  the  British  steamer  Labuan  coming  from  Havana 
entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Matamoras,  and  whilst  at  anchor  in  the 
said  port,  taking  in  a  cargo  of  cotton,  duly  dispatched  by  the  Mexican 
custom-house,  which  cotton  had  been  bought  of  Mexican  merchants  of 
this  place  for  account  of  British  and  Spanish  subjects,  and  shipped  as 
such  for  a  neutral  port,  was  boarded  by  a  United  States  man-of-war, 
removed  by  the  same  from  her  moorings,  and  placed  within  range  of 
her  guns,  that  the  cargo  of  a  prize  schooner  was  transshipped  on  board 
the  Labuan ,  as  was  acknowledged  by  the  commander,  and  that  without 
awaiting  the  captain  and  the  documents  for  the  ship  and  cargo,  and 
before  the  latter  could  be  completed,  the  Labuan  was  dispatched  with 
a  prize  crew  under  the  plea  of  her  having  violated  the  blockade. 
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Allow  me  to  state  that  up  to  the  1st  of  this  month  of  February,  when 
the  Portsmouth  first  appeared  off  the  mouth  of  the  liio  Grande,' neither 
the  port  of  Brazos  Santiago  nor  Brownsville  was  blockaded,  nor  any 
vessel  boarded  in  that  vicinity  by  a  United  States  man-of-war,  and 
that  for  this  reason  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that  even  had  a  vessel 
laden  cotton  in  Brazos  or  Brownsville  Harbor  at  the  time  the  Ports¬ 
mouth  arrived  she  could  not  in  justice  have  been  seized. 

1  ho  commander’s  assertion  that  the  Labuan  was  not  laying  in  Mexican 
waters,  I  am  likewise  positively  informed  by  fully  competent  authority, 
is  untrue.  Perhaps  he  is  not  aware  that  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo  the  neutral  waters  for  either  of  the  contracting  powers  were 
allowed  to  extend  1  nautical  league  north  and  south  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

1  herewith  beg  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  original  documents, 
numbered  from  1  to  10,  which  fully  establish  the  legality  of  the  traffic 
the  Labuan  was  engaged  in,  viz: 

No.  1.  The  register  of  the  Labuan. 

No.  2.  The  ship’s  articles  of  the  same. 

_  No.  3.  The  clearance  of  the  custom-house  of  this  port  and  of  this 
vice-consulate. 

No.  4.  Nine  documents  certified  by  the  Spanish  vice-consul  regard¬ 
ing  the  cargo. 

No.  5.  Copies  of  two  bills  of  lading. 

No.  6.  Two  certificates  proving  that  the  cotton  was  bought  of  Mexi¬ 
can  merchants  of  this  place. 

No.  7.  Two  certified  invoices. 

No.  8.  Copy  of  the  protest  of  Captain  Hamshaw. 

No.  9.  Copy  of  the  protest  of  the  consignees,  Messrs.  Droeg'e, 
Oetling  [or  Ortling]  &  Co. 

No.  10.  Freight  list  of  the  whole  cargo. 

By  perusing  these  documents  you  will  observe  that  only  439  bales 
of  cotton  were  on  board  the  Labuan  at  the  time  of  her  seizure  on  the 
4th  instant;  all  the  remaining  cargo,  which  was  sent  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river  on  the  25tli  ultimo,  having  been  detained  on  account  of  the 
weather,  was  finally  returned  to  this  place  on  the  seizure  of  the  steamer. 

Of  the  439  bales  of  cotton  that  were  on  board  the  Labuan ,  only  269 
bales  were  the  property  of  Messrs,  de  Jersey  &  Co.,  of  Manchester, 
British  merchants  and  charterers  of  the  whole  vessel,  the  remainder 
of  170  bales  belonged  to  Mr.  Francesco  Armendiaz,  a  Spanish  mer¬ 
chant  of  this  place,  whose  claim  on  that  behalf  will  be  transmitted  by 
the  Spanish  vice-consul  of  this  port  to  the  captain-general  of  Cuba  by 
this  same  opportunity. 

1  have,  etc.,  Louis  Blacker, 

Vice-  Consul. 

J.  T.  Crawford,  Esq.,  C.  B., 

LI.  31.  Consul-  General  in  Cuba ,  Havana. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Challenger,  Vera  Cruz ,  March  19 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  for  your  information  an  extract 
from  a  letter  to  her  Majesty’s  consul-general  at  Havana  from  the 
British  vice-consul  at  Matamoras. 

You  will  observe  that  it  is  alleged  that  the  captain  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
Po7'tsmouth  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  1st  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  and  captured  the  British  steamer  Labuan  of  Hull,  while  at 
anchor  in  Mexican  waters,  taking  in  a  perfectly  legal  cargo. 


112 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


In  consequence  of  the  shallowness  of  the  entrance  of  the  Rio  Giande, 
only  vessels  of  very  small  draft  can  proceed  up  the  river  to  Mata- 
oras.  The  port  is  therefore  considered  to  extend  to  the  open  road¬ 
stead  off  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  accusation  against  the  Labuan  ot  an 
attempt  to  break  the  blockade  was  made  by  the  captain  of  the  1  orts- 
mouth ,  and  as  no  United  States  vessel  was  off  the  Rio  Grande  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Labuan  there  would  appear  to  have  been  no 
blockade,  even  had  such  an  accusation  been  made,  but  as  I  have  said 
above,  the  capture  seems  not  to  have  turned  on  the  question  of  whether 
the  vessel  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  blockade,  but  to  have  been  made 
on  the  grounds,  first,  that  the  Labuan  was  loading  with  cotton,  the  pio- 
duce  of  a  Southern  State,  and  second,  that  this  cargo  had  been  taken 
alongside  in  a  vessel  carrying  the  so-called  Confederate  flag. 

I  have  little  doubt  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  if  the  Labuan 
is  proved  to  have  been  in  a  neutral  port,  the  captain  of  the  Portsmouth 
acted  illegally  in  boarding  her,  or  interfering  with  her  in  any  way 
whatever,  and  as  little  had  he  the  right  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of 
her  cargo;  the  Labuan  lay  in  the  territory  of  a  neutral  and  friendly 
nation,  subject  to  the  laws  of  that  nation,  and  no  United  States  officer 
or  other  foreigner  had  a  right  to  any  jurisdiction  whatever  within  the 
bounds  of  that  neutral  territory. 

If  the  vice-consul’s  statement  be  correct,  the  captain  of  the  Ports¬ 
mouth  proceeded  into  the  Mexican  port  of  Matamoras  and  there  cap¬ 
tured  the  British  ship  Labuan^  in  defiance  alike  of  Mexican  and 
international  law. 

It  further  seems  from  the  statement  contained  in  the  vice-consul’s 
letter  that  the  captain  of  the  Portsmouth  alleged  that  the  Labaim  had 
violated  the  blockade  by  loading  cotton  from  Texas,  which  cotton  was 
brought  alongside  by  a  vessel  under  the  so-called  Confederate  flag. 

It  seems  almost  superfluous  to  notice  this  accusation  of  breach  of 
blockade.  A  neutral  vessel,  making  a  legal  voyage  to  a  neutral  port, 
may  certainly  be  laden  with  any  cargo  that  can  be  procured  at  that 
port,  and  if  she  is  cleared  for  another  neutral  port  no  belligerent  has 
a  right  to  interfere  with  that  legal  voyage  upon  the  pretense  that  her 
cargo  is  the  produce  of  the  nation  with  which  he  is  at  war,  and  as  lit¬ 
tle  right  has  any  belligerent  to  raise  a  question  on  the  nationality  of 
the  vessel  employed  to  bring  the  cargo  alongside,  while  in  the  neutral 
port. 

I  beg  farther  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  even  supposing  the  Labuan 
to  have  been  captured  at  sea  upon  a  perfectly  legal  charge,  until  that 
charge  was  proved  before  a  competent  court,  the  vessel  could  only  be 
considered  as  suspected,  not  condemned,  and  therefore  the  captain  of 
the  Portsmouth  had  no  right  whatever  to  transship  the  cargo  of  any 
other  prize  vessel  on  board  this  British  ship,  or  to  make  use  of  her  in 
any  way  for  his  behoof  or  convenience,  which  he  is  accused  of  having 
done.  Supposing  the  statement  put  before  me  to  be  a  correct  one,  I 
think  there  can  not  be  a  doubt  that  the  capture  was  entirely  illegal. 
We  shall  however  probably  very  soon  hear  the  decision  come  to  on  it 
in  the  United  States  court,  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  trust  you  will  unite 
with  me  in  giving  such  orders  to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  our 
respective  squadrons  as  will  as  far  as  possible  tend  to  suppress  all 
vexatious  and  irritating  questions  by  a  strict  adherence  on  both  sides 
to  international  law. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


113 


I  have  sent  H.  M.  S.  Phaeton  to  the  Rio  Grande,  to  enquire  into  the 
circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  the  Labuan ,  and  should  1 
receive  from  her  commander  (Captain  Tatham)  any  information  mate¬ 
rially  differing  from  the  statement  of  the  British  vice-consul,  I  will 
communicate  the  same  to  you. 

Before  closing  my  letter  I  wish  also  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
alleged  fact  of  the  captain  of  the  Portsmouth  having  called  upon  the 
British  vice-consul  to  give  a  list  of  the  cargo  of  British  vessels  and 
to  enter  into  certain  conditions  before  he  would  allow  them  to  be  dis¬ 
charged,  these  vessels  being  at  the  time  actually  in  Mexican  waters, 
and  to  express  my  extreme  surprise  at  such  an  act  of  interference,  if 
true,  with  neutral  vessels  in  neutral  waters,  and  the  earnest  hope  I 
entertain  that  should  this  and  the  other  vexatious  acts  complained  of 
prove  to  be  correctly  stated,  that  3rou  will  take  such  steps  as  you  may 
deem  most  advisable  for  preventing  in  future  such  proceedings,  which 
if  continued  can  not  fail  to  interrupt  the  amicable  relations  existing 
between  our  two  Governments. 

I  am  fully  alive  to  the  difficulties  officers  have  to  encounter  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  onerous  duties  of  a  blockade,  having  myself  experienced 
them,  I  am  therefore,  you  may  be  assured,  inclined  to  take  a  moderate 
and  liberal  view  when  any  such  vexatious  questions  unfortunately  do 
occur,  and  my  instructions  to  the  commanding  officers  will  be  given  in 
that  sense,  though  at  the  same  time  urging  that  the  greatest  attention 
and  protection  be  given  to  British  interests. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  express  the  satisfaction  it  gives  me  to  find 
that  the  United  States  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  commanded 
by  an  officer  with  whom  I  have  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  and 
whose  professional  reputation  is  so  well  known  and  appreciated. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  assuring  you  of  the  high  consideration 
with  which 

I  remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Hugh  Dunlop, 

Com. ,  1st  Class ,  Comdg.  II.  B.  M.  Squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Flag-Officer  Farragut, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Orizaba,  Apil  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  The  report  of  Captain  Tatham,  commanding  H.  B.  M.  S.  Phae¬ 
ton ,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  screw  steamer  labuan  off  the  Rio 
Grande  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Portsmouth ,  and  copies  of  his  correspondence 
with  Captain  Swartwout,  have  reached  me  since  I  had  the  honor  to 
address  you  on  this  subject  on  the  19th  ultimo. 

I  see  that  Captain  Swartwout  declares  that  the  Labuan  was  not  cap¬ 
tured  in  Mexican  waters,  which  legal  point  will  be  decided  by  the  com¬ 
petent  tribunal.  I  do  not  observe,  however,  that  the  other  acts  of 
interference  with  British  vessels  off  the  Rio  Grande,  as  set  forth  in  the 
extract  I  had  the  honor  to  send  you  of  the  British  vice-consui’s  letter, 
are  denied  or  explained  away  in  the  correspondence  alluded  to;  but  it 
is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  read  in  Captain  Swartwout’s  letters  that 
it  is  not  his  purpose  to  interfere  “with  neutral  vessels  in  the  free  nav¬ 
igation  of  the  Rio  Grande  or  interdict  their  legal  commerce  with  Mat- 
amoras,”  and  I  only  regret  that  he  should  previously  have  adopted 
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measures  that,  it  appears,  have  materially  injured  British  interests  and 
commerce  in  that  quarter,  and  which  have  given  rise  to  serious  com¬ 
plaints  and  claims  for  indemnity  which  it  wilt  he  my  duty  to  forward 
to  her  Majesty’s  Government  for  consideration. 

Feeling-  satisfied  that  you  will  give  such  orders  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  your  squadron  as  will  prevent  any  undue  interference  with 
British  vessels  and  interests, 

I  remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Hugh  Dunlop, 

Commodore ,  First  Class ,  Commanding  II.  B.  M.  Squadron 

in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Flag-Officer  Farragut, 

Commanding  II.  S.  Squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

United  States  Flagship  Hartford, 

Head  of  the  Passes ,  Mississippi  River ,  April  16 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cations  of  the  19th  of  March  and  April  1,  1862,  which  were  handed  to 
me  by  Captain  Malcolm,  of  her  Majesty’s  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  English  steamer  Lahuan  by  Commander  Swartwout  of  the 
U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Portsmouth  off  the  Bio  Grande  and  your  general 
observations  in  relation  to  the  blockade  of  that  river  by  our  cruisers, 
and  in  reply  1  have  to  state  that  the  aforesaid  case  of  the  Lahuan 
occurred  previous  to  my  assuming  command  of  this  squadron,  and 
had  been  referred  to  nry  predecessor,  Flag-Officer  McKean,  and  to 
the  United  States  courts  for  decision.  What  that  decision  has  been  1 
am  still  ignorant,  but  I  have  an  abiding  confidence  in  our  judiciary, 
and  believe  that  it  will  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  law  of  nations. 
You,  commodore,  are  as  well  aware  as  myself  that  it  is  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  national  flag  by  those  whose  only  object 
is  gain. 

We  have  from  time  to  time  well  authenticated  accounts  of  vessels 
fitting  out  in  European  and  W est  Indian  ports  for  the  express  purpose 
of  running  our  blockade.  IV e  sometimes  catch  them;  sometimes  fail  to 
find  legal  evidence  of  their  fraud;  but  at  others  we  find  it  conclusive. 
The  instructions  of  my  Government,  and  consequently  mine  to  the 
officers  under  my  command,  are  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with 
the  legitimate  commerce  of  neutrals;  but,  where  there  is  so  much  fraud, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  rights  vouchsafed  to 
us  by  the  law  of  nations  and  enforce  the  belligerent  right  of  visitation 
and  search  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true  character  of  vessels 
and  their  cargoes  when  found  under  suspicious  circumstances  upon  our 
blockaded  coast.  This  is  all  we  intend  to  do,  and  until  some  strong 
evidence  of  fraud  is  found  it  is  not  the  wish  of  either  the  Government 
or  myself  that  any  annoyances  or  inconveniences  should  be  felt  by  the 
neutral  from  our  exactions.  You  may  not  be  aware,  commodore,  of 
the  extent  of  these  frauds;  they  are  not  as  a  general  thing  practiced 
in  Europe,  but  they  are  the  acts  of  citizens  of  the  Southern  States  in 
collusion  with  British  subjects,  both  in  the  Southern  States  and  in  the 
W  est  Indies,  by  fraudulent  sales  and  transfers  of  property  from  one 
party  to  the  other  to  avoid  seizure  when  attempting  to  run  the  block¬ 
ade,  and  by  taking  out  false  papers  professing  to  be  consular  certificates 
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for  six  months,  and  it  is  the  daily  occurrence  of  such  frauds  that  com¬ 
pels  us  to  a  more  rigid  examination  of  neutral  vessels  than  we  would 
otherwise  make. 

With  respect  to  the  Rio  Grande  I  have  assumed  that  it  is  a  common 
highway  tor  both  friends  and  enemies,  and,  but  for  the  right  of  visit 
and  examination,  it  would  be  difficult  to  know  the  one  from  the  other. 
Rut,  where  the  fact  is  clearly  shown  that  the  cargo  is  contraband  of 
war  owned  by  the  enemy,  I  believe  no  fact  is  more  distinctly  set  forth 
than  that  it  is  sub]ect  to  lawful  capture,  and  that  the  flag  in  such  cases 
is  no  protection  to  the  property. 

The  whole  subject,  however,"  has  been  referred  by  me  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  L  nited  States,  and  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  its 
instructions  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  feeling  I  have  already 
expiessed  to  you,  namely,  a  desire  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  subject¬ 
ing  neuti  a  Is  to  inconi  enience  when  pursuing  their  legitimate  commerce. 

in  conclusion  permit  me  to  say  that  I  am  duly  sensible  of  your  kind 
recollection  of  our  former  acquaintance,  and  that,  like  yourself,  I  was 
much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  communication  came  from  one  whom 
I  remember  as  a  distinguished  officer  in  her  Majesty’s  navy,  then  in 
command  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  nothing  can  be  more  pleasant 
than  the  renewal  of  our  acquaintance  and  to  assure  you,  sir,  of  every 
disposition  to  avoid  all  interference  with  the  legitimate  commerce  of 
English  subjects  and  of  my  high  personal  consideration  for  yourself, 
and  remain, 

W  ith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flay-  Officer ,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commodore  Hugh  Dunlop,  C.  B., 

Commanding  Iler  Britannic  Majesty's  Squadron , 

in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Correspondence  regarding  the  removal  of  French  citizens  from*  Hew 
Orleans ,  December  11 , 1861 ,  to  February  3,  1862. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi,  February  3 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  of  Mr.  Henri 
Mercier  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  in  reference  to  the 
removal  of  French  citizens  from  New  Orleans;  also  a  copy  of  a  com¬ 
munication  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  conduct  the  affair  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  instruc¬ 
tions  therein  contained,  and  will  on  no  account  allow  the  vessels  pro¬ 
vided  for  their  removal  to  ascend  the  river.  You  may  allow  them  to 
anchor  just  inside  the  bar  if  necessary. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gxdf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Colorado , 

of  South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 

diplomatic  correspondence. 

Navy  Department,  December  30,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  find  enclosed  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  minister  of  France,  dated  11th  instant,  and  a 
copy  of  one  from  the  minister  of  France  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  the  23d  instant,  in  reference  to  the  removal  to  their  native  home 
of  several  French  families  at  New  Orleans.  This  correspondence  will 
inform  you  fully  of  the  manner  in  which  the  removal  is  to  be  effected, 
and  the  Department  directs  that  you  will  give  such  instructions  to  the 
blockading  vessels  off  the  Mississippi  as  will  facilitate  the  object  in 
view. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  W etj.es. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  28, 1861. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  and  to  your  reply 
of  the  same  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  the  note  ad¬ 
dressed  by  me  to  the  minister  of  France  on  the  11th  instant,  relative 
to  the  removal  of  French  subjects  from  New  Orleans  to  their  native 
country. 

I  am,  sir  your,  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  December  11,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
7th  instant,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  this  Government  readily  accedes 
to  the  suggestion  you  have  made  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  French 
citizens  from  New  Orleans  to  their  native  country.  Any  French  ship 
of  war  that  you  may  designate  will  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  the  bar 
of  the  Mississippi  and  take  on  board  a  convenient  number  of  French 
subjects,  who  shall  be  delegates  of  the  French  subjects  residing  there, 
and  carry  them  to  Havana,  where  they  may  charter,  engage,  and  equip 
vessels  of  any  nation  friendly  to  the  United  States  and  return  with 
them  to  the  bar  of  the  Mississippi,  and  there  receive  and  convey  thence 
to  France  any  French  subjects,  with  their  families  of  the  same  class, 
and  their^  private  personal  effects;  the  equipment,  engagement,  and 
charter  of  such  vessels,  and  the  embarkation  and  dispatch  of  such  ves¬ 
sels  with  the  returning  emigrants,  to  be  conducted  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  officer  of  the  French  ship  of  war;  it  being  understood 
that  he  will  take  care  that  this  proceeding  shall  not  be  made  in  any  way 
a  means  for  commercial  transactions  of  any  kind,  or  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  any  political  dispatches  or  correspondence  affecting  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  especially  any  such  correspondence  or  dispatches  favorable  to 
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the  existing  insurrection  and  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

When  you  shall  have  informed  [me]  of  the  naval  vessel  selected,  and 
hei  commander,  instructions  will  be  given  to  the  blockading  squadron 
to  facilitate  his  operations. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

William  H.  Seward. 

Henri  Mercier,  etc. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  translation 
of  letter  from  the  French  minister. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  December  26 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  trans¬ 
lation  of  a  note  of  the  23d  instant,  addressed  to  this  Department  by 
the  minister  of  France  accredited  to  this  Government,  relative  to  the 
removal  of  several  French  families  from  New  Orleans  to  their  native 
country,  and  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure — Translation.] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington ,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir:  Upon  referring  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  the  11th  of  this  month,  on  the  subject  of  the 
embarkation  of  a  certain  number  of  French  families  who  desire  to 
leave  New  Orleans,  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  the  admiral  command¬ 
ing  the  naval  forces  of  his  Majesty  off  the  coasts  of  the  United  States 
and  among  the  Antilles  has  designated  for  the  mission  agreed  upon 
between  the  Department  of  State  and  this  legation  either  of  the  two  war 
steamers  whose  names  follow — the  Lavoisier ,  commanded  by  M. 
Ribourt,  capitaine  de  f regate;  the  Milan ,  commanded  by  M.  Cloue, 
capitaine  de  fregate. 

It  is  not  for  the  admiral  to  determine  precisely  at  this  moment 
which  will  be  the  one  that  will  go  to  New  Orleans,  as  the  selection 
must  depend  on  the  position  of  the  ships  of  his  division  which  are  now 
in  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  but  in  any  event,  if  can  be  only 
one  of  the  two  vessels  above  designated. 

I  have  then  the  honor  to  request  you,  sir,  to  be  so  good  as  to 
expedite  the  orders  necessary  for  the  blockading  squadron,  so  that 
one  or  the  other  may  be  permitted  to  fulfill  her  mission. 

I  seize  this  occasion,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration. 

Henri  Mercier. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  etc. 
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Report  of .  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 

pertaining  to  his  command. 

No.  16.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

South  West  Pass  of  Mississippi,  February  j,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  following  vessels, 
viz:  Schooner  Olive  Branch ,*  in  Tampa  Bay,  by  the  barks  Ethan 
Allen  and  Kingfisher;  Spanish  bark  Teresita,*  near  Yucatan  Bank,  by 
bark  Kingfisher ;  schooner  Major  Barbour ,*  inside  of  Raccoon  Point, 
Isle  Derniere,  by  steamer  l)e  Soto ;  a  Confederate  schooner  (name 
unknown)  [</.  J.  McNeil \  *  near  Pass  Cavallo,  by  bark  Arthur;  and 
Confederate  steamer  Calhoun,*  in  East  Bay,  by  schooner  Samuel 
Rotan ,  tender  to  frigate  Colorado. 

Previous  to  my  arrival  at  this  place  Captain  Bailey  had  transferred 
the  cargo  of  the  Calhoun  to  the  schooner  Samuel  Rotan  and  dispatched 
it  to  Ship  Island.  An  invoice  of  the  cargo,  Captain  Bailey’s  report  to 
37ou,  and  a  copy  of  his  report  to  me,  are  herewith  transmitted;  also 
Captain  Couthouy’s  reports  in  reference  to  the  Spanish  bark  Teresita 
and  schooner  Olive  Branch.  Some  parts  of  the  Teresita? s  cargo  I 
considered  contraband.  She  has  been  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudi¬ 
cation. 

The  Calhoun  has  been  armed  with  a  2Q-pounder  Parrott  rifle  and  a 
24-pounder  howitzer,  and  until  I  receive  the  instructions  of  the 
Department,  I  shall  leave  her  at  this  Pass  in  company  with  the 
Colorado.  An  appraisement  of  her  value  is  herewith  transmitted, 
which  includes  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  accompanying  list. 

Your  communication  of  the  30th  December,  1861,  enclosing  copies 
of  correspondence  between  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
minister  of  France,  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  certain  French 
citizens  from  New  Orleans,  was  received  by  the  Connecticut. 

The  French  steam  corvette  Lavoisier,  Captain  Ribourt,  is  now 
anchored  off  the  Pass  a  l’Outre,  her  commander  having  proceeded  to 
New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  preparatory  arrangements 
for  the  removal  of  his  countrymen  and  their  families.  1  have  informed 
Captain  Ribourt  that  the  proposed  arrangement  must  be  carried  into 
effect  at  this  Pass,  and  Captain  Bailey,  of  the  Colorado ,  has  been 
instructed  to  afford  him  every  facility  in  the  execution  of  his  mission, 
but  at  the  same  time  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  removal  is  to  be  effected. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  a  vessel  occasionally  escapes  from  a  block¬ 
aded  port,  as  for  some  weeks  past  the  fogs  have  been  so  dense  that 
for  most  of  the  time  a  vessel  might  have  passed  within  a  cable’s  length 
of  the  blockading  force  without  being  seen.  Though  now  anchored 
within  two  cables  length  of  the  Colorado,  at  times  she  is  not  visible 
from  our  deck. 

Commander  Woodhull  informs  me  •  that  in  consequence  of  bad 
weather  he  was  unable  to  communicate  with  the  vessels  below  Galves¬ 
ton  or  with  the  steamer  Hatter  as  off  Berwick. 


*  See  reports  under  dates  of  captures. 
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lTpon  the  departure  of  the  Connecticut  I  shall  run  down  the  coast 
and  will  fill  up  from  this  ship  the  water  tanks  of  the  frigate  Santee, 
blockading  Galveston. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

)  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Circular  order  of  Flag-  Office?'  McKean ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  treat¬ 
ment  of  crews  of  captured  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara,  February  Jh  186 If  \. 
The  crews  of  neutral  vessels  captured  for  violation  of  the  blockade 
are  not  to  be  considered  prisoners  of  war. 

They  are  to  be  kindly  treated,  and  must  not  be  put  in  irons  or  con¬ 
fined  unless  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  vessel. 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nichols ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Winona,  regarding  affairs  at  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Winona, 

Off  South  East  Pass,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Water  Witch  communicated  with  the  Vincennes  night 
before  last,  and  brought  verbal  orders  from  flag-officer  for  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Madigan  to  destroy  a  lookout,  reported  to  have  been 
erected  by  the  rebels,  if  it  could  be  done  without  risk.  The  only 
lookout  anywhere  in  this  neighborhood  is  at  the  East  Balize  station 
above  the  junction  of  the  South  East  and  North  East  Passes,  and  has 
been  erected  many  years. 

I  have  a  chart  of  1852  on  which  it  is  placed.  1  do  not  suppose  the 
flag-officer  refers  to  that.  He  also  orders  channel  stakes  to  be 
removed,  which  has  been  done. 

Also,  orders  pilots  to  be  notified  that  they  had  better  vacate  Pilot 
Town  at  once,  and  if  any  of  them  attempt  to  take  vessels  in  or  out, 
except  neutral  men  of  war,  to  capture  and  hold  them  as  prisoners 
of  war. 

These  orders  were  sent  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Madigan,  who 
furnished  me  with  a  memorandum  of  them. 

Lieutenant  Brodhead  received  verbal  orders  from  the  flag-officer  to 
change  stations  with  the  Preble.  I  sent  the  Vincennes  to  South  Pass 
yesterday,  and  as  soon  as  the  Preble  gains  her  station  off  North  East 
Pass,  I  shall  move  about  half  a  mile  further  to  the  southward  and 
westward  to  command  more  effectually  the  South  East  Pass.  I  am 
informed  by  the  officers  of  the  Vincennes  that  this  bar  is  only  about 
100  feet  wide,  and  8  feet  is  the  most  water  they  can  find  on  it.  On 
board  the  Vincennes  is  a  master  who  is  called  a  pilot  about  here;  he 
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tells  me  that  Pass  a  l’Outre,  from  the  bar  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  is 
intricate  and  unsafe  without  a  pilot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols,  _ 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

5  Captain  T.  T.  Cravfn, 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  Pass  a  V  Outre. 


Memorandum  of  inf ormation  obtained  from  contrabands  and  reported 
by  Lieutenant  Doty ,  V.  S.  Nary ,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Marion. 

U.  S.  Ship  Marion, 

Off  West  Pass ,  Apalachicola ,  February  5,  186®. 

The  following  contrabands  came  on  board  this  morning  at  day¬ 
break,  viz: 

Henry  Thigpen,  belonging  to  Clinton  Thigpen,  of  Apalachicola,  aged 
46  years,  and  his  daughter  Mona,  aged  10  years. 

Henry  Dunham,  belonging  to  Jos.  L.  Dunham,  aged  23  years,  and 
Cain  Sinclair,  belonging  to  George  Sinclair  of  the  same  place,  aged 
29  years. 

They  give  the  following  information,  viz: 

The  schooner  Phcenix  finished  loading  last  Saturday;  has  between 
500  and  600  bales  of  cotton. 

Her  captain’s  name  is  Mars,  formerly  a  pilot.  She  draws  about  7 
feet  of  water,  and  carries  about  five  men.  She  intended  to  try  to  run 
out  on  Tuesday  night  last  (February  4).  There  are  about  seven  or 
eight  schooners  up  Owl  Creek,  5  miles  above  the  town. 

The  schooner  Kate  L.  Bruce ,  laden  with  fruit,  was  warned  olf  New 
Orleans  and  ran  the  blockade  into  Apalachicola  last  summer,  and  is 
still  there.  There  are  some  eight  steamers  that  run  up  and  down  the 
river;  there  are  three  of  them  at  the  wharf  now,  viz,  the  Mundlen, 
William  G.  Young ,  and  Marianna.  The  steamers  tow  the  schooners 
(which  try  to  run  the  blockade)  down  to  the  gaps  or  passes,  but  never 
come  outside;  they  carry  no  guns. 

The  small  sloops  which  we  see  in  the  bay  are  coast  guards,  but  have 
no  cannon,  and  carry  about  ten  men,  and  are  used  to  g'ive  information 
of  the  state  of  the  blockade.  If  the  Phoenix  succeeds  in  getting  out 
they  intend  to  load  another  vessel. 

The  schooner  Onward  (now  the  Emma )  ran  out  about  two  months 
ago.  Her  captain,  Ellison,  is  a  Northern  man,  and  his  wife  is  still  there. 

The  schooner  Atwater  (now  the  Lizzie  Weston )  ran  out  about  two 
weeks  ago. 

She  was  towed  by  the  steamer  Wave.  She  was  captured  at  Cedar 
Keys  by  the  rebels.  Her  captain’s  name  is  Frank  Lee.  She  carried 
about  700  bales  of  cotton. 

The  steamer  Wave  went  out  of  the  New  Inlet,  in  expectation  of  find¬ 
ing  water  deep  enough  to  tow  the  Onward  out,  but,  not  finding  it 
went  back  again.  ^  ’ 

The  steamer  Wave  left  yesterday  for  the  Confederate  States  navy 
yard  (which  is  situated  on  the  Chattahoochee  River  at  Saffold,  Early 
County,  Ga.,  and  is  accessible  by  steamboats  from  any  point  'on  the 
river)  to  be  converted  into  a  gunboat. 
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.  Two  schooners  were  sunk  in  the  New  Inlet  in  October  last,  but  the 
tide  swept  them  out  to  the  southward,  and  they  are  above  water  on 
the  right-hand  side  of  the  passage. 

Vessels  go  into  St.  Andrew’s  and  land  their  cargoes  at  Bear  Creek 
and  cart  them  across  to  Ochesee,  on  the  Chattahoochee  River,  and  then 
it  comes  down  to  Apalachicola  by  water. 

The  schooner  William  P.  Benson  is  now  at  St.  Andrew’s.  About 
two  weeks  ago  she  brought  a  cargo  of  coffee  there  from  Havana,  and 
is  known  to  be  there  now  taking  in  a  cargo  of  cotton.  She  may  not 
get  off  for  a  month,  but  they  are  loading  her  now.  About  150*  bales 
of  cotton  were  sent  to  her  last  week  from  Apalachicola.  She  carries 
English  colors  when  at  sea. 

Captain  Thomas  L.  Mitchell  is  now  loading  the  Benson /  he  loaded 
the  Phoenix  also.  He  is  a  Northern  man  and  married  there. 

It  is  about  five  days’  travel  from  Ochesee  to  Bear  Creek  by  carts. 

The  schooner  Vincent ,  which  was  run  into  Crooked  River  by  the 
Guyler ,  was  run  aground  and  abandoned  and  the  owners  got  assistance 
some  time  afterwards  from  Apalachicola  to  get  her  off.  She  was 
commanded  by  Captain  May,  who  now  commands  the  Benson.  He 
married  in  the  North. 

A  Mr.  Silva  and  two  other  persons  went  to  New  Orleans  about  the 
20th  of  January  to  get  the  steamer  Florida.  She  used  to  run  between 
Apalachicola  and  New  Orleans  and  is  partly  owned  there. 

There  are  about  450  soldiers  in  the  town,  mostly  belonging  to  it,  and 
are  badly  armed  and  equipped.  Many  of  them  have  old  flintlock  mus¬ 
kets  and  shotguns,  and  one  company  has  no  arms. 

The  batteries  are  about  250  yards  from  the  shore,  along  the  water 
front;  they  are  made  of  sand.  They  have  twelve  cannon,  mostly  of 
light  caliber.  Seven  came  from  Pensacola  and  five  from  the  arsenal 
at  Chattahoochee.  A  great  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  left  for  the 
up  country  and  nearly  all  the  stores  are  closed.  Coffee  is  selling  at 
75  cents  per  pound.  Small  boxes  of  salt,  about  half  a  bushel,  at  $5. 

The  fort  on  St.  Vincent’s  Island  was  deserted  about  the  10th  of 
December;  it  was  garrisoned  by  about  175  men. 

The  troops  were  sent  to  Fernandina.  There  are  a  great  many  Union 
men  who  do  not  drill,  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  leave  the  town. 
They  are  making  sait  back  of  Cape  San  Bias  light-house  by  means  of 
large  iron  boilers. 

There  is  a  good  road  from  St.  Joseph’s  to  Apalachicola,  about  28 
miles. 

[(*.  W.  Dot r,] 

Gommcmding. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ponaldson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 

Sciota,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Margaret ,  February  6,  1862. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Off  Ship  Island,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  of  Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean,  I  have 
this  day  dispatched  the  prize  sloop  Margaret,  alias  William  Henry, 
to  Key  West,  with  orders  to  deliver  her  and  the  four  prisoners  (her 
crew)  to  the  U.  S.  district  judge.  The  said  sloop  Margaret ,  alias 
William  Henry,  was  captured  by  this  vessel  on  the  6th  instant  off  Isle 
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au  Breton,  where  she  attempted  to  run  the  blockade.  Her  cargo  con¬ 
sists  of  30  bales  and  35  half  bales  of  cotton.  Enclosed  I  beg  leave  to 
hand  you  a  list  of  the  prize  crew  sent  to  Key  West  in  the  vessel.  By 
direction  of  Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean  1  have  written  to  the  senior 
naval  officer  at  Key  West,  requesting  that  the  officer  and  men  will  be 
returned  to  me  by  the  first  Government  conveyance.  I  regret  to 
inform  the  Department  that  the  valves  of  my  remaining  engine  have 
cut  so  badly  that  it  will  require  from  three  to  four  weeks  to  repair 
them,  by  which  time  I  hope  the  connecting  rod  for  the  after  engine 
will  have  arrived.  It  is  estimated  by  the  chief  engineer  that  it  will 
take  from  one  week  to  ten  days  to  fit  and  adjust  it. 

The  ship  still  continues  to  leak  at  the  rate  of  about  1  foot  per  day, 
and  the  engine  pumps  have  not  the  capacity  to  relieve  her,  conse¬ 
quently  we  have  to  use  the  ship’s  pumps  every  few  hours.  We  have 
searched  diligently  to  find  the  leak,  without  success,  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  comes  from  the  setting  of  the  valves  of  the  engine.  The 
vessel  carries  her  battery  well,  and  1  think  would  be  much  more  effi¬ 
cient  could  she  have  two  more  21-pound  howitzers,  with  an  addition 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  more  crew.  Enclosed  I  hand  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  sent  to  the  U.  S.  district  judge  at  Key  West,  relative  to  the 
prize  sloop  Margaret.  I  also  enclose  }Tou  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew 
on  board  of  this  ship  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Margaret. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Edward  Donaldson, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Off  Ship  Island ,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  H. 
Field,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  goes  to  Key  West  in  charge  of  the  prize  sloop 
Margaret ,  alias  William,  Henry ,  captured  by  this  vessel  on  the  Cth 
instant  off  the  Isle  au  Breton  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 
The  master  of  the  sloop  (Edward  Ward)  effected  his  escape  last  night; 
the  remainder  of  the  crew  (four  in  number)  I  send  you,  and  1  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  send  them  in  irons.  Mr.  Field  will  deliver  to 
you  all  the  papers  found  on  board.  1  respectfully  request  that  your 
honor  will  give  Mr.  Field  all  possible  dispatch,  so  that  he  may  rejoin 
me  at  the  first  opportunity.  There  was  found  on  board  the  Margaret 
a  small  amount  of  specie,  claimed  by  the  crew  as  private  property. 
Mr.  Field  will  hand  the  amount  to  you  for  your  disposal. 

1  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Edward  Donaldson, 

TT  _  Lieutenan  t,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Judge  Marvin, 

Judge  of  TJ.  S.  District  Court ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 

N*  B. — I  send  with  the  sloop  Margaret  one  chronometer  of  English 
make,  one  quadrant,  one  spyglass,  one  secession  ensign,  one  Spanish 
ensign,  and  one  English  ensign,  all  of  which  were  found  on  board  of 
her. 
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A ,°f  Acting  Master  Gregory ,  L  .  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  brig 

ho/uo,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Eugenie  Smith ,  Febru¬ 
ary  7 ,  1862. 

U.  S.  Brig  Bohio,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  7th  February,  1862,  while  cruising  in  latitude  28°  50' 
N.,  longitude  90°  00'  W.,  wind  S.  S.  E.,  made  a  schooner  to  the  south¬ 
ward  standing  to  the  westward.  At  10  a.  m.  made  all  sail  in  chase. 
At  I  p.  m.  tacked  to  eastward;  schooner  tacked  also,  evidently  trying 
to  wind  us.  At  3  p.  m.,  brought  her  to,  and  on  boarding  her  found 
her  to  be  the  schooner  Eugenie  Smith,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
from  Havana  and  bound  to  Matamoras;  crew  consisting  of  7  persons 
and  6  passengers,  all  of  whom  belong  to  the  Confederate  States,  as 
shown  by  passports  and  letters  found  on  their  persons.  Took  what 
letters  and  papers  we  could  rind  and  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and 
proceeded  to  the  South  West  Pass.  The  evidence  adduced  from  the 
crew  and  from  conversation  with  the  passengers  shows  her  to  be  on  no 
legal  voyage,  their  different  statements  conflicting  and  totally  at  vari¬ 
ance  with  invoices  of  cargo. 

Martin  and  Edward  Erckien  (brothers),  two  of  the  crew,  depose  that 
a  package  of  papers  was  thrown  overboard  before  they  were  taken, 
and  Paul  Regan  says  that  by  the  captain’s  orders  he  threw  overboard 
a  flag  having  stars  in  blue  ground,  but  declines  saying  whether  it  was 
a  Confederate  flag  or  not.  Also  that  they  steered  a  northwest  course 
the  day  and  night  previous  to  being  captured,  which  contradicts  the 
log  book  and  charts  found  on  board. 

Captain  Thompson  (a  passenger),  of  New  Orleans,  who  acts  as  pilot,, 
has  been  identified  as  an  old  hand  at  running  risks,  having  been  caught 
smuggling  arms  to  the  Mexicans  during  the  Mexican  war,  and  is  a 
suspicious  character. 

Isaac  Northrup,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  (passenger),  has  lately  trav¬ 
eled  through  the  Northern  States  and  no  doubt  is  a  rebel  emissary,  a 
sharp  fellow,  and  very  guarded  in  his  conversation. 

George  Pritchett,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  (passenger),  appears  from 
papers  found  to  be  interested  in  vessel  and  cargo,  having  a  bill  of  sale 
showing  him  to  own  one-third  of  the  schooner. 

Of  Isaac  Dawess,  wife,  and  daughter  (passengers),  of  Texas,  little  is 
known. 

List  of  cargo,*  as  per  invoices  found. 

The  crew  also  assert  that  specie  to  the  amount  of  700  20-dollar  gold 
pieces  are  on  board,  but  as  yet  have  not  been  able  to  rind  it. 

Respectfully  submitted  and  approved. 

Wm.  D.  Gregory, 

Acting  Master',  Commanding . 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gidf  Squadron. 


*  List  of  cargo  of  about,  350  packages  of  miscellaneous  merchandise  omitted. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Drake ,  TJ.  S.  Wavy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Saga¬ 
more,  regarding  the  destruction  of  small  craft  near  Apalachicola. 


Sir: 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 
East  Pass ,  Apalachicola  Bay ,  February  8,  1862. 


On  the  morning  of  February  6  at  daylight  saw  a  schooner  evidently 
trying  to  get  out  of  the  East  Pass.  Got  under  way  and  chased  her 
into  11  feet  water,  she  standing  back  for  Apalachicola.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  7th  February  at  3:30  a.  m.  fitted  out  a  boat  expedition 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  George  A.  Bigelow  and  found  on  the 
mainland  two  large  sloops  and  two  small  ones  hauled  up  for  repairs, 
which  were  destroyed. 

*  *  *  *■  *  .  *  * 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Drake, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Ship  Island. 


Lnstructions  of  Flag-  Office r  McKean  regarding  prize  vessels. 

Circular  No.  1.]  Flagship  Niagara, 

February  12 ,  1862. 

In  case  of  sending  in  prizes  for  adjudication,  commanding  officers 
will  be  particular  to  conform  to  the  following  instructions: 

To  seal  up  and  forward  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  of 
the  district  to  which  the  prize  is  sent  the  log  books  and  all  letters  and 
papers  found  on  board  the  captured  vessel,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit 
of  the  prize  master  who  is  to  take  her  in,  verifying  them  as  havino- 
been  taken  from  her.  These  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  prize  mas¬ 
ter,  who  will  deliver  them  in  person. 

Insti  uctions  to  prize  masters  must  be  in  writing,  and  a  copy  of  them 
deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  district  court.  The  captain,  mate 
supercargo  (if  there  be  one),  and  not  less  than  two  of  the  crew  of  the 
captured  vessel  must  be  sent  in  her  as  witnesses,  or  with  the  prize 
goods  if  sent  by  another  vessel,  and  on  their  arrival  in  port  must  be 
placed  in  charge  of  the  U.  S.  marshal. 

W.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gidf  Squadron. 


Circular  No.  12.]  Flagship  Niagara, 

February  12,  1862. 

The  crews  of  neutral  vessels  captured  for  violating  the  blockade  are 
not  to  be  considered  prisoners  of  war.  They  are  to  be  treated  kindly 
and  must  not  be  put  in  irons  or  confined  unless  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  vessel. 

W.  W.  McKean, 

L  lag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Circular  Order  JSo.  9  of  Z  lag-  Officer  AtcKean ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding 

blockade  runners. 

Flagship  Niagara,  February  1 2,  1862. 

Positive  information  has  been  received  that  the  following-  vessels 
have  sailed  for  various  ports  on  the  Southern  coast: 

1st.  On  the  7th  ultimo  the  Ella  Warley  (late  the  Isabel ,  of  Charles¬ 
ton)  arrived  in  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  has  since  hoisted  the 
English  flag. 

2d.  The  arrival  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  of 
the  British  screw  steamer  Gladiator ,  from  London,  loaded  with  arms 
and  ammunition  for  the  rebels. 

3d.  The  arrival  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  the  10th  ultimo,  of 
steamer  Gordon ,  direct  from  Charleston. 

4th.  The  steamer  (secession)  Theodora  sailed  from  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  about  the  10th  ultimo,  destination  unknown. 

5th.  The  British  screw  steamer  Zalman  sailed  from  Havana  for 
Matamoras  on  the  27th  ultimo. 

6th.  The  rebel  schooner  Break  of  Day,  from  New  Orleans,  has  been 
transferred  under  the  British  flag  and  christened  Wide  Awake,  and  has 
sailed  from  Havana,  probabty  for  New  Orleans. 

7th.  The  schooner  William  Mallory,  under  rebel  flag,  has  sailed 
from  Havana  for  Mobile  or  New  Orleans. 

8th.  The  steamer  C.  Vanderbilt,  from  New  Orleans,  under  Confed¬ 
erate  flag,  has  been  christened  Black  Hawk,  and  is  now  under  the 
English  flag,  and  has  sailed  from  Havana,  probably  for  New  Orleans. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Wide  Awake ,  Mallory,  and  Vanderbilt  are 
all  carrying  contraband  of  war. 

9th.  The  sloop  William  Henry,  about  30  tons,  from  New  Orleans, 
arrived  in  Havana  under  Confederate  flag. 

10th.  A  sailing  vessel  named  Kate ,  Captain  Stevens,  has  fitted  out 
at  Belize,  Honduras,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  munitions  of  war  to 
the  Confederate  States. 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Ale  Kean,  U.  S.  Na/vy ,  transmitting  report  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto  regarding  the  escape 
into  Barataria  Bay  of  the  steamer  Victoria,  February  12,  1862. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  1  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from 
Commander  W.  M.  Walker,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  reporting 
that  on  the  12th  ultimo  a  steamer  succeeded  in  running  the  blockade 
and  entered  Barataria  Bay.  I  have  since  learned  from  telegraphic 
dispatches  found  on  board  the  prize  steamer  AZagnolia  that  the 
steamer  which  entered  Barataria  is  called  the  Victoria. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Off  Barataria,  February  13 ,  1862. 

Sir:  We  chased  ashore  yesterday,  three-fourth  mile  east  of  Fort 
Livingston,  a  laden  steamer.  11}’  her  lighter  draft  of  water  she  was 
enabled  to  foil  our  attempts  to  cut  her  ofl.  e,  however,  followed 
her  in  until  we  touched,  then  opened  fire  upon  her;  the  range  was 
extreme,  and  the  fire,  consequently,  uncertain.  Yet  by  perseverance 
we  were  enabled  to  pitch  eight  or  ten  shot  into  her,  and  have  no  doubt 
that  she  is  much  injured.  The  fort  fired  at  us,  but  fell  short.  Before 
we  could  get  near  the  steamer  armed  men  had  been  put  on  board  of  her 
from  the  fort,  and  soon  afterwards  two  fieldpieces  were  brought  down 
for  her  protection.  Under  these  circumstances  I  did  not  dare  to  send 
my  boats,  armed  only  with  old  muskets,  to  board  her.  Had  I  had  a 
boat  fitted  with  a  howitzer  I  could  have  perhaps  got  her  oft;  certainly 
would  have  destroyed  her.  As  we  turned  away  from  her  six  launches 
came  out  from  Barataria  and  stood  down  to  her,  as  we  presumed,  to 
discharge  her. 

We  then  ran  to  South  West  Pass  to  ask  the  cooperation  of  the  Cal¬ 
houn.  This  morning  at  daylight,  with  Calhoun  in  company,  were  off 
Barataria.  The  steamer,  with  a  schooner  and  lugger  alongside,  was 
lying  in  the  entrance  to  Barataria,  directly  under  the  guns  of  the  fort. 
She  is  supposed  by  some  who  have  seen  that  vessel  in  New  Orleans  to 
be  the  Mary  Hingsland.  She  could  not  get  into  Barataria  or  certainly 
she  would  not  have  been  beached. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Commander. 

W.  W.  McKean, 

Flag- Officer ,  Commanding  Gidf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Howell ,  TJ  S.  Ferny ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Tahoma ,  regarding  the  shelling  of  Sea  Horse  Fey ,  Florida. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys ,  February  13 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Assistant 
Paymaster  J.  S.  Turnbull,  who  died  February  6,  instant,  at  9:10 
o’clock  a.  m.  He  is  buried  on  Sea  Horse  Key,  to  the  right  of  and 
behind  the  rebel  redoubt.  His  name,  date  of  his  death,  name  of  ship, 
etc. ,  are  cut  in  the  headboard  of  his  grave. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  anchored  here  February  1,  instant, 
shelled  Sea  Plorse  Key,  and,  receiving  no  return  fire,  landed.  The 
Key  had  evidently  not  been  occupied  for  some  time.  A  small,  two- 
gun  sunken  battery,  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  bluff,  and  a  rifle  pit 
below  it,  were  the  only  defenses.  We  saw  two  long  18-pounders, 
vents  spiked  and  trunnions  broken;  no  other  guns. 

The  lens  had  been  removed  from  the  light-house.  No  vessel  has 
been  seen  since  our  arrival,  and  there  is  no  vessel  of  any  kind  at  Depot 
Key.  I  can  make  out  no  fortification  anywhere,  but  there  are  a  few 
tents  on  Way  Key  (the  terminus  of  the  Fernandina  [Florida]  Railway), 
out  of  reach  of  our  guns. 
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The  connecting  trestlework  between  Way  and  Depot  keys  was 
destroyed  by  the  Hatter  as.  From  my  position  I  command  Sea  Horse 
and  Depot  keys  and  both  channels. 

Sea  Horse  Key  is  high  in  the  middle,  and  is,  1  should  think,  very 
healthy.  It  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  United  States  if  it  were 
occupied  and  a  redoubt  thrown  up. 

It  is  eminently  susceptible  of  defense,  and  very  few  rifled  guns 
would  command  the  channels  and  Depot  Key. 

A  detailed  report  of  my  proceedings  (which,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
possess  very  little  interest)  has  been  forwarded  to  the  flag-officer  of 
the  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Tahoma. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  not  seen  a  secession  flag  hoisted  since  our 
arrival  here. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  J.  C.  Howell, 

Lieutenant. 


Order  of  Captain  Eagle ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  LLooper,  17.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  7.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  to  cruise  off  the 
coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 

Off  Galveston  Bar ,  Tex. ,  February  13,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  the  coast  to  San  Luis  Pass  and  Velasco, 
to  be  absent  till  the  18th  or  19th  instant.  You  will  capture  any  vessel 
having  rebel  property  on  board;  and  any  vessel  sailing  under  a  foreign 
flag  attempting  to  violate  the  blockade  you  will  seize  and  send  here 
for  my  decision.  Be  careful  not  to  approach  too  near  the  shore. 

1  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

Henry  Eagle, 

Captain. 

Acting  Master  Q.  A.  Hooper, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 

[Orders  of  like  tenor  on  22d  instant  to  return  28th  instant.] 


Report  of  Flap- Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
regarding  the  seizure  of  schooner  Star,  off  Bayou  La  Fourche, 
Louisiana. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  South  West  Hiss  of  Mississippi,  February  13,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  4th  instant  I  forwarded  to  you  a  short  dispatch  (No.  16) 
by  the  steamer  Connecticut ,  since  which  time  1  have  been  down  the 
coast  in  this  ship  as  far  as  Galveston  and  supplied  the  frigate  Santee 
with  provisions  and  water.  1  had  intended  proceeding  as  far  as  the 
Rio  Grande,  but  was  prevented  by  the  dense  fog  and  the  conditions  of 
the  boilers  of  this  ship. 

I  found  here  the  brig  Bohio,  which  vessel  had  been  cruising  between 
the  South  West  Pass  and  longitude  92°.  She  had  with  her  a  prize 
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schooner,  captured  near  Ship  Island  Shoal.  The  schooner  has  been 
sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  not  being  fit  to  make  the  passage 
to  the  north.  I  have  not  yet  received  an  official  report  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  attending  her  capture. 

I  also  found  anchored  here  a  small  schooner,  called  the  Star,  of  New 
Orleans,  which,  I  was  informed  by  Captain  Bailey,  was  a  prize  to  the 
steamer  De  Soto.  Commander  Walker’s  action  in  regard  to  her  was 
most  extraordinary,  as  you  will  perceive  by  reference  to  his  report  to 
me,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

As  I  fear,  if  left  in  her  present  condition,  she  may  get  ashore  and  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  l  shall  tow  her  up  to  Ship  Island,  where 
she  will  be  useful  as  a  lighter. 

I  expect  to  leave  in  a  few  hours  for  Ship  Island,  communicating  with 
the  blockading  vessels  at  the  other  passes  on  the  way. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

South  West  Pass ,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  The  schooner  Star,  of  New  Orleans,  just  out  from  Bayou 
La  Fourehe,  was  seized  by  this  ship  on  the  evening  of  the  8th.  No 
colors  or  papers,  excepting  only  a  log  book,  indicating  that  the  voyage 
was  to  be  to  Brazos,  and  a  chart  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  were  found  on 
board.  The  captain  stated  he  had  thrown  all  her  papers  overboard. 
He  is  now,  together  with  his  crew  of  three  men,  prisoner  on  board 
this  ship. 

As  the  Star,  in  my  opinion,  might,  at  slight  expense,  be  converted 
into  a  very  efficient  cruiser  about  Ship  Island  Shoal,  I  ran  in  here  to 
beg  some  assistance  in  fitting  her  out,  but  the  Colorado,  it  appears,  is 
also  very  deficient  in  stores;  she  can  give  me  no  assistance. 

As  the  best  I  can  do  with  the  Star,  under  the  circumstances,  her 
sails  not  being  seaworthy,  I  have  anchored  her  near  the  light-house, 
after  having  unbent  her  sails,  fastened  down  her  hatches,  and  taken 
her  compasses  out  of  her,  not  having  a  single  man  to  spare  to  leave  on 
board  of  her. 

We  left  our  anchorage  off  Barataria  yesterday.  The  bark  Kuhn 
could  deliver  but  143  tons  coal  to  this  ship.  We  depart  immediately. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Walker, 

•  Commander. 

W.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Walker, 
U.  S.  Navy,  expressing  disapproval  of  the  course  pursued  regarding 
schooner  Star. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Off  SouthWest  Pass  of  Mississippi,  February  13,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  11th  instant  is  received.  I  entirely 
disapprove  of  your  course  in  regard  to  the  schooner  Star.  She  should 
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not  have  been  left  in  the  manned  she  was.  As  I  fear  she  may  get 
ashore,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  I  shall  tow  her  to  Ship 
Island,  but  you  must  pursue  the  proper  course  in  regard  to  her. 

I  understand  that  you  have  captured  several  luggers;  why  has  it  not 
been  reported  to  me?  A  full  report  must  be  made  as  early  as 
practicable. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Wm.  [M.]  Walker, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto ,  off  Barataria. 


Report  of  Commander  Brasher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  brig 
Bainbridge,  regarding  departure  from  Aspinwall ,  New  Granada. 

U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge, 
Aspinvjall ,  New  Granada ,  February  13 ,  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  18th  January  I  proceed  in 
the  brig  to  Key  West  without  delay. 

The  Perry  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon,  and  we  sail  from  this 
port  at  or  before  daylight,  14th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  Brasher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn , 
regarding  the  operations  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Pass  a  V  Outre ,  February  Ilf,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th  ultimo  I  proceeded 
from  Ship  Island  to  the  anchorage  off  Mobile,  and  on  the  25th,  having 
received  from  the  Potomac,  Captain  Powell,  commanding,  a  30-pounder 
rifled  gun,  relieved  that  vessel  in  the  blockade  of  Mobile,  when  Captain 
Powell  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz. 

On  the  31st  ultimo  I  received  your  order  to  proceed  to  this  station 
so  soon  as  the  South  Carolina  and  Itasca  should  report  to  me.  The 
South  Carolina  relieved  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  on  the  1st  instant. 

The  Itasca  arrived  off  Mobile  on  the  2d  instant,  and  on  the  evening 
of  that  day  I  arrived  and  anchored  off  the  Pass  a  FOutre. 

During  my  stay  off  Mobile  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred,  except 
that  one  or  two  rebel  steamers  appeared  to  be  quite  busy  at  times, 
passing  between  forts  Morgan  and  Gaines. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  found  the  U.  S.  steamers  Mercedita 
and  Winona  and  the  French  war  steamer  Lavoisier  at  anchor.  On  the 
3d  instant  I  sent  the  Winofia  down  to  the  South  East  Pass.  On  the  4th 
instant  the  U.  S.  brig  Bohio  passed  on  her  way  to  Galveston.  On  the 
5th  the  U.  S.  bark  J.  L.  Davis ,  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  steam 
transport  from  the  southward  arrived  and  anchored  here.  From  the 
Connecticut  I  received,  for  our  80-pounder  rifled  gun,  100  unloaded 

N  W  R— VOL  17 - 9 


130 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


shells  without  fuzes.  The  latter  vessel  left  on  the  same  day  for  tffiip 

Island.  ... 

I  sent  home  by  the  Connecticut  three  invalids,  viz,  Alfred  Gatchell 
and  John  Rowe,  seamen,  and  David  Quinn,  marine. 

On  the  7th  the  U'.  S.  bark  Midnight  passed  on  her  way  up  to  Ship 
Island  for  the  pui-pose  of  repairing  her  foremast. 

On  the  13th  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Kanawha  arrived  here  and  reported 
that  she  was  in  search  of  the  flag-officer  commanding  the  western  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Gulf  Squadron.  I  ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Ship  Island 
as  being  the  most  likely  place  to  fall  in  with  the  Hartford. 

On  the  5th  instant  I  called  on  hoard  the  French  gunboat  Lavoisier 
and  learned  from  her  commander,  who  had  just  returned  from  New 
Orleans,  that  there  were  about  250  French  subjects  at  that  place  wTho 
were  in  a  very  destitute  condition  and  were  anxious  to  get  away  and 
return  home;  that  they  could  raise  amongst  [them]  but  40,000  francs, 
and  that  100,000  francs  were  necessary  to  enable  [them]  to  charter  a 
suitable  vessel  for  their  transportation;  that  he  should  sail  immediately 
for  Havana  and  communicate  with  his  Government  to  ascertain  if  it 
would  contribute  the  60,000  francs  necessary  to  make  up  the  deficiency, 
and  that  he  should  probably  return  here,  or  off  the  South  West  Pass, 
in  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  for  the  purpose  of  removing  his  destitute 
countrymen. 

The  only  other  information  that  1  could  gain  from  him  was  that 
prices  for  the  necessaries  of  life  at  New  Orleans  were  excessively  high. 
The  Lavoisier  sailed  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  for  Havana. 

Since  my  stay  at  this  station  the  weather  has  been,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  or  two  days,  exceedingly  disagreeable  and  foggy.  We  have 
been  unable  to  discover  any  important  movements  on  the  part  of  the 
rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven,  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Blockading  Squadron 

in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Jouett ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mont¬ 
gomery ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Label, 
formerly  the  IF.  R.  King. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  Ship  Lsland ,  February  15,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  1st  instant,  off 
Atchafalaya  Bay,  I  overhauled  the  schooner  Lsabel,  formerly  the  IF  R. 
King,  and  she  being  under  secession  colors,  I  made  her  a  prize.  On 
my  arrival  at  this  place,  at  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Winslow,  I  dispatched  her  with  a  prize  crew  to  Key  West,  together 
with  all  the  documents  found  on  board,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  district 
attorney  at  that  place.  1  also  sent  two  of  the  former  crew  and  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  (prisoner),  transferred  to  this  vessel  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 
with  a  descriptive  list  of  each. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  E.  Jouett, 

Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Jouett,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8  Mont¬ 
gomery,  regarding  articles  required  for  the  efficiency  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  Ship  Island,  February  17,  1862. 
biR.  Oil  enquiry  I  find  there  is  nothing  to  be  obtained  from  the  ves¬ 
sels  now  here  included  in  the  requisitions  I  yesterday  submitted  to  you, 
neither  anchors,  hawsers,  gunner’s  stores,  small  arms,  nor  other  articles 
which  are  imperatively  necessary  for  a  vessel  to  have  in  order  to  do 
good  service.  The  magazine  is  open,  and,  not  being  lined,  is  damp  and 
full  of  rat  holes.  Of  belts  and  cartridge  boxes  none  were  ever  fur¬ 
nished  at  the  navy  yard,  and  in  event  of  an  accident  to  the  vessel,  by 
running  ashore  or  being  wrecked  at  sea,  the  ship’s  company  must  be 
inevitably  lost,  as  we  have  no  boats  to  save  them. 

In  my  letter  of  J anuary  1, 1  have  already  informed  you  that  the  only 
serviceable  boat  we  have  is  a  light  cedar  whaleboat  which  is  unfit  to 
carry  out  the  smallest  anchor  or  kedge  (neither  of  which,  by  the  way, 
have  we  got),  and  consequently  neither  for  such  service  nor  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  attacking  a  vessel  in  shoal  water  are  we  at  all  provided.  I 
report  these  facts  that  I  may  be  exonerated  from  any  misfortune  which 
may  happen  from  their  want. 

I  would  not  have  the  service,  the  ship,  or  myself  disgraced  through 
the  negligence  of  the  Ordnance  Department  or  the  officers  bringing- 
the  ship  out.  & 

I  send  enclosed  the  requisitions,  and  you  can  judge  of  the  ship’s  wants 
and  her  capabilities  for  service. 

No  officer  can  do  proper  service  with  a  vessel  in  the  condition  this 
one  is  at  present,  and  I  would  respectfully  urge  her  being  sent  to  some 
port  where  she  may  obtain  what  will  place  her  in  a  serviceable  condition. 

The  engineers  are  scaling  and  patching  the  boilers,  and  will  be  ready 
for  service  in  four  days,  at  which  time  the  ship  will  be  ready  to  attempt 
any  duty  you  may  designate,  and  I  would  here  remark  that  the  vessel 
has  been  run  without  any  repairs  whatever  for  a  period  of  four  years 
without  intermission. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  E.  Jouett, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm,  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  efficient 
condition  of  the  Galveston  blockade. 

U.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  statement  made  by  the  commander  of  a 
British  war  steamer  that  the  harbor  of  Galveston  was  not  blockaded, 
I  deem  it  due  to  Captain  Eagle  to  state  that  on  my  arrival  at  that 
place  I  found  the  frigate  Santee  anchored  in  the  main  ship  channel, 
and  as  close  to  the  bar  as  was  prudent  for  a  sailing  vessel. 
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I  visited  and  inspected  the  Santee ,  and  found  her  in  fine  order,  and 
her  crew  well  drilled  at  the  guns. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  ‘  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  TJ.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eaton ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  bark  Ethan  Allen ,  regarding  boat  expedition  to  Clearwater 

Harbor ,  Florida ,  February  17 -ill,  181x1. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ethan  Allen, 

Tampa  Bay ,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost,  in  charge  of  the  expedition  to  Clearwater, 
giving  the  details  of  that  affair.  The  sloop  formerly  named  Atlanta 
is  one  of  those  captured,  and  I  have  dispatched  her  to  Key  West  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  A.  Weston  for  the  reason  that  the  weather 
the  past  few  days  having  been  very  stormy,  I  fear  the  Rhode  Island 
has  gone  by  this  port  without  stopping,  in  which  case  there  would  be 
no  opportunity  of  communicating  with  you  for  nearly  a  month. 

This  sloop  is  of  good  capacity,  and  I  think  will  carry  any  stores  that 
you  may  have  to  send,  and  I  have  ordered  Mr.  Weston  to  report  to 
you  and  await  your  orders. 

I  send  also  on  the  sloop  Mr.  Girard  and  Mr.  Griner,  both  of  whom 
are  Union  men,  concerning  whom  I  wrote  to  you,  and  who  have 
requested  me  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  Key  West  to  make  a  representa¬ 
tion  to  you  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  part  of  Florida.  They  have 
been  very  hardly  treated  by  the  rebels,  and  been  compelled,  through 
their  persecutions,  to  leave  their  homes,  and  both  of  them  rendered 
efficient  service  to  Mr.  Frost  in  the  expedition  above  referred  to. 

The  schooner  Spitfire  and  sloop  Caroline  I  propose  to  sink  in  the 
Passage  Key  Channel  [Inlet],  which  is  a  small  passage  navigable  for 
vessels  drawing  8  feet  water  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay,  and  which 
these  vessels  will  block  up. 

The  boy,  H.  M.  Kidder,  whose  case  I  wrote  you  about  per  Rhode 
Island ,  I  did  not  seud  to  you,  and  I  await  your  orders  in  his  case,  not 
feeling  authorized  to  send  him  to  you  without  orders. 

I  send  you  per  this  opportunity  the  reports  and  requisitions  required, 
and  also  tne  usual  reports  for  the  month  of  February. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Eaton, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

Tampa  Bay ,  February  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your  orders 
I  left  this  vessel  on  Monday,  the  17th  instant,  with  the  sloop  Mary 
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Nevis,  the  second  cutter  in  tow,  and  the  following  persons:  Mr.  George 
A.  Faxon,  surgeon’s  steward;  Mr.  J.  E.  Whitehurst,  the  Union  refu¬ 
gee;  and  10  additional  picked  men,  well  armed.  My  intention  was  to 
proceed  immediately  to  Clearwater  Bay  [Harbor],  stopping  at  Mr. 
Girard’s  house,  which  is  situated  about  one-half  the  distance  there,  to 
secure  his  services  as  a  pilot. 

At  6:30  p.  m.  I  reached  Bayes  Pass,  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Girard, 
but  on  account  of  the  heavy  surf,  which  prevented  a  landing,  was 
compelled  to  await  daylight. 

By  12  m.  of  the  following  day  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  Mr.  Girard, 
and  immediately  got  underway  for  Clearwater  Bay,  off  which  I  arrived 
at  about  5:45  p.  m.  and  hoisted  a  rebel  flag’,  that  my  object  in  coming 
there  might  not  be  suspected  by  the  people  on  shore. 

In  standing  into  the  channel,  which  is  very  narrow  and  extremely 
difficult  of  access,  except  to  a  person  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
passage,  the  sloop  grounded,  and  it  being  ebb  tide  and  rapidly. falling 
dark,  I  left  Mr.  Faxon,  Mr.  Whitehurst,  and  one  man  in  her,  and  with 
the  remainder  in  the  second  cutter  proceeded  into  the  bay.  I  found 
there  at  anchor  the  schooner  Spitfire,  of  Clearwater;  the  sloop  Atlanta , 
of  Cedar  Keys,  and  either  in  the  employ  of  or  owned  by  the  rebel 
Government;  and  the  sloop  Caroline ,  of  Bay  port.  There  was  no  per¬ 
son  on  board  either  of  the  vessels,  and  I  captured  them  without  diffi¬ 
culty.  As  soon  as  I  had  got  my  men  distributed  on  them,  I  got  them 
all  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea.  In  going  out  of  the  bay  the  Spit¬ 
fire  and  Atlanta  grounded,  but  were  got  off  at  the  next  high  tide  with¬ 
out  injury.  By  6  a.  m.  all  the  vessels  were  out  clear  and  proceeding 
down  the  coast  with  a  fair  wind,  the  Mary  Nevis  having  been  got  afloat 
by  those  1  left  on  her  the  previous  night. 

At  10  a.  m.  Wednesday  I  arrived  at  Bayes  Pass,  and  the  wind  having 
increased  into  a  fresh  gale,  with  a  very  rough  sea,  I  took  the  vessels 
in  for  safety. 

The  Alary  Nevis  grounded  in  going  in,  which  caused  her  to  leak 
badly.  After  anchoring  inside,  and  mooring  the  vessels  together,  I 
landed  Mr.  Girard,  the  pilot,  and  at  4  p.  m.  took  off  Mr.  Whitehurst’s 
family  (consisting  of  8  persons),  one  Spaniard,  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Arnold,  a  violent  secessionist,  whom  I  took  prisoner  while  he  was 
spying  round  Mr.  Girard’s  house.  During  all  of  Thursday  we  had 
strong  gales  from  the  southward,  with  a  very  heavy  sea,  rendering  it 
dangerous  to  make  the  attempt  to  reach  the  ship,  as  all  the  vessels 
were  without  ballast. 

About  noon  I  sent  three  men  with  Mr.  Girard  in  the  sloop  Caroline 
inside  of  the  keys  to  the  ship  for  provisions,  and  at  5  p.  m. ,  the  wind 
moderating,  got  all  underway  and  stood  out  of  the  pass.  There  still 
being  a  heavy  surf  on  the  bar,  the  Alary  Nevis  grounded,  striking 
heavily.  I  sent  men  to  her  assistance  and  ran  two  anchors  out  into 
deep  water  to  attempt  to  haul  her  off,  and  after  using  every  exertion 
to  save  her,  and  staying  there  until  the  next  high  tide,  she  bilged,  and 
finding  any  further  delay  useless,  I  took  from  her  everything  of  value 
and  then  set  fire  to  her  that  she  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels. 

After  seeing  her  burned  to  the  water’s  edge,  I  again  got  underway 
and  stood  for  the  Northwest  Channel  with  a  fair  wind.  Arrived  at 
the  ship  at  4  p.  m.  and  landed  Mr.  Whitehurst  and  family  on  Egmont 
Key,  with  their  baggage. 
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I  can  not  close  my  report,  sir,  without  referring  to  the  untiring  and 
unceasing  devotion  of  my  men.  They  worked  day  and  night  for  four 
days  with  a  will  and  a  purpose  that  showed  how  much  in  earnest  they 
were.  Mr.  Girard,  too,  the  pilot,  showed  himself  to  be  a  true  man, 
and  by  his  ready  willingness  to  do  anything  in  his  power,  proved  his 
loyalty  to  the  Union.  We  were  bountifully  supplied  by  Mr.  Griner, 
another  Union  man,  with  sflch  provisions  as  they  had  to  give  us,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  their  kindness  we  should  have  suffered  from  want 
of  food,  of-which  I  took  but  three  days’  supply. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  W .  Frost, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer  U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen. 

Actg.  Yol.  Lieut.  Comdg.  W.  B.  Eaton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Ethan  Allen. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition 
of  the  cargo  of  the  captured  steamer  Calhoun. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  dispatch  the  U.  S.  schooner  Samuel  Rotan  to  Philadelphia 
with  the  cargo  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Calhoun,  captured  off  the 
Mississippi  River. 

The  cargo  of  the  Calhoun  was  transferred  to  the  schooner  and  sent 
to  this  place  by  order  of  Captain  Bailey,  of  the  Colorado ,  and  having 
no  place  in  which  to  store  it,  and  considering  it  too  valuable  to  be 
risked  in  a  small  unarmed  vessel  (one  item  being  50,000  pounds  of 
powder),  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  dispatch  the  Rotan  to  convey  it,  as 
she  can  return  to  her  station  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  .  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -Office)',  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Extract  from  report  of  Lieutenant  Howell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  b.  S.  Tahoma ,  regarding  affairs  at  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Off  Sea  Horse  Key ,  February  — ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  this  place  on  Fridav 
afternoon,  January  31,  and  anchored  below  the  bar.  On  Saturday 
sounded  and  buoyed  the  bar  and  crossed  it.  At  2  o’clock  p.  m.  came 

u  AG  rtea  H1ors1e  Key  redoubt  bearing  north,  distant  1,400  yards; 
shelled  the  redoubt  and  the  woods  generally,  and  meeting  with  no  return 
nre,  dispatched  Lieutenant  Crosman  with  two  armed  boats  to  land  and 
reconnoiter.  Lieutenant  Crosman  reported  the  island  abandoned. 
He  saw  two  long  18-pounders,  vents  spiked,  trunnions  knocked  off 
carriages  destroyed.  The  lenses  had  been  removed  from  the  light¬ 
house,  and  nothing  portable  of  any  value  (the  lumber  excepted) 
remains  on  the  key.  On  Saturday  night  I  sent  an  armed  boat  in  charge 

to 
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of  Lieutenant  Grosman  to  Depot  Ivey.  He  passed  close  to  and  nearly 
around  the  key,  but  saw  no  vessels  of  any  class. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  a  sail  was  discovered  to  the  east¬ 
ward,  and  Lieutenant  Crosman,  in  charge  of  two  armed  boats,  was  sent 
after  her.  Shortly  after  the  boats  left  the  gunner’s  mate  and  one  of 
the  men  stated  that  they  distinctly  saw  people  on  the  ramparts  of  the 
redoubt.  I  opened  lire  upon  them  and  the  next  morning  landed,  but 
discovered  no  one.  I  strongly  suspect  that  some  palmetto  stumps  in 
range  of  the  redoubt  were  mistaken  for  rebels. 

At  8  o’clock  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Crosman  returned,  having  captured 
a  small  boat  of  about  3  tons,  with  a  crew  of  one  man  and  three  boys, 
named  J.  A.  Edwards,  of  Crystal  Liver,  farmer;  boys,  E.  J.  Cor¬ 
rigan,  Jos.  Cavass,  Bobert  W.  Clark,  of  Cedar  Keys. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

As  the  prisoners  were  unmistakably  noncombatants,  the  oldest  boy 
being  about  15,  the  youngest  about  11,  the  man  a  plain  farmer  of 
about  42,  with  a  wife  and  seven  children  dependent  on  his  exertions, 
I  determined,  after  keeping  them  about  eighteen  hours  and  treating 
them  with  all  kindness,  to  let  them  go,  as  they  could  be  of  no  possible 
use  to  us  here,  and  might  be  of  service  to  us  on  shore,  even  if  they 
only  assisted  in  correcting  the  terrible  impression  they  have  of  us  in 
this  benighted  portion  of  Florida,  which  the  boys  would  be  sure  to  do. 

I  was  also  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the  rebels  had  permitted  the 
crews  of  several  fishing  smacks  which  they  had  taken  at  Tampa  to 
go  to  Key  West  as  noncombatants. 

I  addressed  the  accompanying  note  to  the  officer  in  command  at  Way 
Key,  and  sent  the  men  to  Depot  Key,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Gros¬ 
man.  The  boat  landed  under  a  white  flag  at  Depot  Key  and  Mr. 
Crosman  was  met  by  Colonel  Hilton,  [  ?]  who  treated  him  most  courte¬ 
ously  and  informed  him  that  he  had  no  prisoners,  but  that  in  the  event 
of  his  taking  any  my  request  would  certainly  be  attended  to.  The 
mothers  of  the  boys  were  loud  in  protestations  of  good  feeling,  etc. 

The  inhabitants  of  Depot  Key  have  nearly  all  left,  not  so  much  from 
fear  of  our  ships  or  troops,  so  the  man  Edwards  informed  me,  as  of 
“marooning”  parties  of  their  own  people.  I  desired  him  to  assure 
peaceable  citizens  of  the  key  that  so  long  as  no  overt  act  was  commit¬ 
ted  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  these  waters,  and 
so  long  as  the  people  confined  themselves  to  their  usual  (peaceable) 
avocations  and  took  no  part  in  the  war  now  raging,  they  could  live  in 
their  homes  in  all  security  so  far  as  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States 
were  concerned. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  a  secession  flag  hoisted  here,  though  I  think 
there  may  be  about  100  men  on  Way  Key.  Edwards  told  me  the 
inhabitants  of  Depot  Key  had  begged  the  soldiers  to  “go  away,”  as  it 
only  exposed  them  (of  Depot  Ke}r)  to  attack.  They  say  no  vessel  has 
come  in  here  for  some  two  months.  I  have  not  yet  seen  a  sail. 

I  should  be  obliged  for  some  definite  instructions  relative  to  prison¬ 
ers.  Those  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands  or  in  trading  vessels,  of 
course,  I  know  what  to  do  with.  I  only  wish  to  know  if  I  am  allowed 
any  discretion  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  crews  of  small  sailboats,  such 
as  the  one  I  described,  where  the  crews  are  unmistakably  and  plainly 
quiet,  inoffensive  people. 

Sea  Horse  Key  is  eminently  capable  of  being  defended  against  a 
large  force.  The  middle  of  the  island  is  about  30  feet  above  the  level 
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of  the  sea,  rising  in  a  precipitous  bluff  from  the  sand  beach  of  the 
southern  shore  and  falling  away  more  gradually  toward  the  northern 
shore.  The  water  is  shoal  all  around  it,  and  troops  attacking  would 
be  a  long  while  under  fire.  Redoubts  or  sunken  batteries  can  be  built 
in  a  very  short  time  on  the  southern  side.  You  have  only  to  dig  down, 
floor  the  lower  part,  and  you  have  a  capital  offensive  batteiy,  while  on 
the  northern  side  the  soil  is  so  light  that  a  redoubt  can  be  thrown  up 
in  a  short  space  of  time.  There  are  many  live-oak  trees  on  the  key, 
and  palmettos  abound.  On  the  lower  part  of  the  island  are  many 
small  trees  which  would  last  a  long  while  for  firewood.  The  light 
keeper  s  house  would  afford  comfortable  quarters  for  officers,  and 
there  is  lumber  enough  for  quite  extensive  barracks.  The  light-house 
would  make  a  capital  lookout  place  and  could  shelter  a  number  of 
riflemen. 

Should  Colonel  Brown  not  occupy  the  key,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
commanding  officer  at  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  would  be  glad  to  send 
some  hundred  of  his  surplus  men  to  it.  There  should  be  at  least  two 
rifled  guns  and  a  battery  of  artillery. 

1  regret  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Assistant  Paymaster  James 
S.  Turnbull,  who  died  February  6  at  9:10  o’clock  a.  in.  I  sealed  up 
the  money  chest  without  opening  it,  also  sealed  up  keys  with  my  seal 
and  gave  them  in  charge  to  executive  officer. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

February  13. — On  my  return  from  a  boat  expedition  some  20  miles 
down  the  coast,  during  which  I  saw  nothing,  some  soldiers  were 
reported  on  Depot  Key,  and  large  fires  soon  appeared  from  various 
parts  of  the  island.  I  tried  the  Parrott  gun  on  them,  but  it  fell  short. 
1  then  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  channel  until  it  got  so  narrow  I 
did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  go  farther.  Opened  with  the  Parrott  and 
X-inch,  and  soon  shelled  them  off  the  key.  I  think  they  are  getting 
up  a  sunken  battery  there,  and  if  they  have  rifled  guns  good  for  any¬ 
thing  they  may  drive  us  farther  down  the  channel.  We  are  now  if 
miles  from  center  of  Depot  Key.  W e  tried  our  Parrott  on  their  camp, 
distant  less  than  2f  miles,  but  the  shot  fell  short,  and  1  do  not  wish 
and  can  not  afford  to  waste  any  in  experiments.  I  am  not  at  all  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  usefulness  nor  range  of  the  20-pounder  Parrott;  so  far, 
with  all  our  care,  about  one  shot  in  three  or  four  will  turn  end  over  end. 

February  If — At  12:10  p.  m.  discovered  a  small  boat  pulling  for 
us;  sent  an  armed  boat  and  brought  boat  alongside.  Its  only  occupant 
was  a  black  man  named  George,  belonging  to  Eli  Ramsay ,  a  planter, 
who  lives,  about  70  miles  in  the  interior.  His  name  has  been  entered 
on  the  ship’s  books,  etc.,  according  to  directions.  The  negro  contra¬ 
band  reports  that  there  are  400  men  on  IV ay  Key.  A  train  arrived 
this  morning  with,  apparently,  a  heavy  gun  on  it.  '  We  shall  probably 
know  more  about  it  in  a  day  or  two. 

February  19—  Some  vessel  outside  has  just  fired  a  gun,  but  I  can  not 
make  out  her  signals.  I  shall  board  her  at  daylight. 

The  soldiers  have  all  left  Way  Key.  Nothing  new  to  communicate. 
We  have  on  board  69  tons  of  coal.  Nothing  yet  of  the  Kuhn. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 

lieutenant ,  Commanding  Tahoma. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys ,  February  6,  1862. 

Sir:  One  of  the  boats  of  this  vessel  yesterday  evening  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  a  small  sailboat  and  her  crew,  consisting  of  one  man  (J.  A. 
Edwards,  of  Crystal  River)  and  three  boys  (Robert  W.  Clark,  Edward 
J.  Corrigan,  Joseph  Cavass). 

As  no  arms  were  discovered  and  no  resistance  made,  I  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  set  the  men  at  liberty,  trusting  to  your  honor  and  sense  of 
justice  that  you  will  release  as  many  Union  men,  should  }Tou  hold  any 
as  prisoners. 

As  I  have  learned  that  much  traffic,  is  being  carried  on  by  small 
boats,  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  detain  the  sailboat. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tahoma. 

The  Commanding  Officer  at  Way  Key. 


Capture  of  the  steamer  Magnolia ,  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  February  19,  1862. 

Report  of  Captain  Craven,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Mobile,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  have  this  day  captured 
the  rebel  steamer  Magnolia  after  a  long  chase  from  Pass  a  l’Outre, 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River.  A  detailed  account  of  this  capture 
will  be  forwarded  to  }tou  by  Acting  Master  George  Dewhurst,  who  is 
appointed  prize  master  to  take  her  to  Key  West,  Fla. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Dewhurst,  U.  S.  Navy,  prize  master. 

Prize  Steamer  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  took  command  of  this 
vessel  by  order  of  Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 
to  bring  her  to  this  port,  on  February  19.  She  was  captured  by  the 
Brooklyn  and  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina  on  that  day  while  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  make  her  escape  from  Pass  a  l’Outre,  bound  to  Havana.  She 
was  seen  from  the  Brooklyn  about  7  o’clock  a.  m.  while  we  were  envel¬ 
oped  in  a  dense  fog.  We  could  see  only  the  upper  parts  of  her  masts 
and  smokestack  from  aloft,  over  the  fog.  We  immediately  slipped 
our  anchor  and  gave  chase  to  her,  she  being  under  full  steam  at  the 
time.  Before  we  could  get  up  full  steam  she  had  got  a  distance  of 
several  miles  from  us.  We  set  all  sail  and,  with  a  full  head  of  steam, 
we  were  enabled  to  come  up  with  her,  so  as  to  bring  our  guns  to  bear 
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on  her.  About  11  o’clock  a.  m.  we  fired  at  him  several  times,  when 
he,  finding-  that  he  could  not  escape  us  by  running-  to  the  eastward  (the 
course  he  was  then  steering-),  he  altered  his  course  and  stood  to  the 
northward.  This  maneuver  of  his  becalmed  our  sails,  as  it  brought 
us  before  the  wind,  and  he  increased  his  distance  from  us,  and  at  the 
same  time  commenced  throwing  overboard  bales  of  cotton  (of  which 
she  had  a  full  cargo)  to  lighten  the  vessel.  We  continued  the  chase, 
and  about  2:30  p.  m.  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina  hove  in  sight  and 
gave  chase  also.  Finding  that  he  could  not  escape,  they  next  attempted 
to  destroy  the  vessel  by  exploding  the  boilers  and  destroying  the  engines, 
and  set  fire  to  the  cargo  in  several  places,  and  then  the  officers  and  crew 
abandoned  her  and  attempted  to  make  for  the  -shore,  but  were  inter¬ 
cepted  by  the  South  Carolina's  boats  and  were  compelled  to  go  on 
board  of  her.  They  succeeded  but  partially  in  their  efforts  to  destroy 
the  vessel.  They  exploded  one  boiler  only,  and  the  men  from  the 
South  Carolina  (who  were  the  first  to  board  her)  extinguished  the 
fires. 

When  this  vessel  was  boarded  by  the  South  Carolina  they  found  one 
man  in  a  dying  state;  he  had  been  scalded  bv  the  explosion  of  the  boiler. 
They  sent  immediately  for  their  surgeon,  who  administered  all  the  relief 
that  his  circumstances  admitted  of.  He  died  in  course  of  the  night. 
Upon  my  arrival  on  board  with  a  prize  crew  I  found  that  the  vessel 
was  not  in  a.  fit  condition  to  proceed  to  Key  West,  as  1  was  ordered  to 
do.  Therefore  the  South  Carolina  took  us  in  tow  to  Ship  Island, 
where  we  arrived  at  noon  on  the  20th.  The  flag-officer,  Commodore 
McKean,  sent  his  engineers  and  men  on  board  and  they  succeeded  in 
repairing  the  engine  in  one  week.  W e  started  from  Ship  Island  March 
the  1st,  under  convoy  of  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina ,  for  this  port, 
and  arrived  here  this  day  at  10:30  a.  m.  and  came  to  an  anchor.  I 
have  fulfilled  my  o.  ers  b}^  delivering  the  papers  and  vessel  to  the 
proper  authorities,  and  now  await  an  opportunity  to  reioin  mv  sMd 
with  the  men  under  my  command.  ’  ‘  ” 

Respectfully,  yours, 


George  Dewhurst, 
Acting  Master',  U.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 


Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  T).  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 
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colors,  and  a  few  moments  afterwards  the  stranger  hoisted  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Hag'  at  her  main  gad.  A  shot  was  then  fired  across  her  forefoot, 
which  she  disregarded;  a  second  was  then  fired  at  her,  but  without 
effect.  She  still  kept  on  her  way  under  all  sail  and  made  every  effort 
to  get  to  windward  of  us,  but  failing  in  this  and  finding  that  we  were 
fast  closing  upon  her,  she  suddenly  kept  away  to  the  northward, 
hauled  down  the  American  flag,  and  commenced  throwing  overboard 
bales  of  cotton.  From  11  a.  m.  till  about  2  p.  m.  [she  seemed]  to  be 
increasing  her  distance  from  us,  but  at  3  p.  m.,  discovering  that  we 
were  gaining  upon  her  again,  she  suddenly  hauled  by  the  wind  and 
stood  to  the  westward.  At  this  moment  we  discovered  a  gunboat  to 
the  northward  and  eastward  as  we  hauled  up,  having  her,  the  chase, 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  leeward.  We  opened  our  starboard 
battery  and  fired  some  twenty  shots  at  her  until  a  heavy  squall  of  wind 
and  rain  shut  her  out  of  sight.  About  the  time  that  our  two  or  three 
last  shots  were  fired  I  discovered  that  an  explosion  took  place  on  board 
of  her,  just  forward  of  her  wheelhouses;  that  she  was  blowing  off 
steam,  and  that  she  had  either  run  ashore  or  let  go  an  anchor.  At 
about  3:20,  the  squall  having  passed  over,  discovered  the  chase  about 
half  a  mile  to  leeward  of  us  and  the  gunboat  South  Carolina  close 
alongside  of  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  rebel  steamer  Magnolia ,  and 
had  on  board  when  she  left  New  Orleans  (on  the  15th  instant)  over 
1,200  bales  of  cotton.  After  I  had  taken  possession  of  her  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  she  had  burst  one  of  her  boilers,  and  the  crew  had 
destroyed  as  much  of  the  machinery  as  possible,  set  fire  to  the  cotton, 
abandoned  her,  and  gone  on  board  the  South  Carolina. 

1  sent  a  prize  crew  on  board,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  George 
Dewhurst,  with  orders  to  take  her  to  Key  West,  but  after  hearing  of 
her  disabled  condition  sent  verbal  orders  to  Commander  Price  to  have 
her  sent  to  Ship  Island  to  report  to  you. 

When  I  first  commenced  chasing  this  vessel,  sir,  I  was  fully 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  she  was  the  rebel  steamer  Tennessee ,  and 
not  till  after  1  p.  m.  did  my  faith  waver  that  we  were  about  possessing 
ourselves  of  one  of  the  rebels’  best  and  most  formidable  vessels.  If  1 
have  erred  in  chasing  this  vessel  so  far  from  ni}r  station,  }rou  must 
attribute  it  to  this  fact  alone,  for,  with  the  miserable  glasses  furnished 
to  this  ship,  and  owing  to  the  fog  and  haze,  it  was  impossible  to  dis¬ 
cover  her  true  character. 

Whilst  effecting  the  transfer  of  the  prize  crew  off  Mobile,  we  let  go 
our  port  anchor  in  7  fathoms  of  water  and  veered  to  20  fathoms  cable 
in  about  fifteen  minutes  afterwards.  Although  we  were  riding 
between  wind  and  tide,  the  chain  parted  about  2  fathoms  from  the 
anchor,  which  was  lost.  ... 

I  returned  to  this  station  at  about  half-past  11  this  morning,  having 
shaped  such  a  course  as  I  thought  would  be  most  certain  of  discover¬ 
ing  any  other  vessels  should  they  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  • 

The  Mercedita,  which  had  parted  company  with  me  at  about  1:30 
p.  m.  yesterday,  arrived  here  at  about  10  a.  m. ,  the  Winona  in  company. 
The  Whiona  has  returned  to  her  station  off  the  South  East  Pass. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  T.  Craven, 

Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Hopkins,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  South  Carolina,  transmit¬ 
ting  report  of  executive  officer  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Off  Ship  Island ,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday,  February  19,  at 
2  o’clock  p.  m.,  a  steamer  was  reported  to  the  southward  of  Mobile 
burning  soft  coal  and  standing  inshore. 

We  at  once  got  underway  and  soon  saw  that  she  was  a  vessel  trying 
to  run  the  blockade. 

Within  a  few  moments  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  was  discovered  in 
chase.  The  course  of  this  vessel  was  shaped  so  as  to  cut  oil'  the  steamer. 
We  beat  to  quarters  and,  as  soon  as  we  got  within  range,  began  to  lire 
at  her.  She  soon  stopped  her  engine  and  was  observed  to  be  on  tire. 
Her  crew  and  passengers  had  left  her  at  this  time  and  were  coming 
alongside  this  ship.  I  at  once  dispatched  Lieutenant  James  Parker  to 
take  possession  of  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  steamer  Magnolia ,  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  Shannon,  master,  loaded  principally  with  cotton,  and  her 
papers  and  the  statement  of  her  officers  show  that  she  had  escaped 
from  Pass  a  l’Outre  yesterday  morning.  Lieutenant  Parker  took  pos¬ 
session  of  her,  and  after  he  had  reported  her  condition,  Captain  Craven 
sent  a  prize  master  and  crew,  with  an  order  to  me  to  deliver  her  in 
charge  of  the  prize  master.  In  obedience  to  his  order  I  delivered  her 
to  Acting  Master  Dewhurst. 

Under  a  subsequent  order  from  Commander  Price,  I  took  the  prize 
in  tow  and  have  brought  her  to  this  place. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Parker,  which  gives  details  of 
the  condition  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  he  took  possession. 

All  her  officers,  passengers,  and  crew  are  now  on  board  this  vessel. 

A  list  of  them  is  enclosed.  I  forward  also  a  list  of  the  officers  and 
other  persons  on  board  this  ship  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  prize. 

I  regret  to  say  that  by  the  explosion  of  one  of  her  boilers  one  of 
her  engineers  was  so  badly  scalded  that  he  has  since  died. 

I  take  this  opportunity  earnestly  to  commend  the  executive  officer  of 
this  ship,  Acting  Lieutenant  J ames  Parker.  I  can  not  speak  too  highly 
of  his  energy  and  efficiency  in  securing  and  saving  the  prize.  Of  Mr. 
Lavery,  acting  chief  engineer,  I  feel  it  due  to  say  that  he  also 
deserves  much  credit  for  his  exertions  in  closing  the  leaks  by  which  it 
was  designed  to  sink  the  vessel.  These  exertions  [were]  made  at  o-reat 
personal  risk. 

Wm.  E.  Hopkins, 

rue  w  ttt  ,r'  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  South 

Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina, 

Ship  Island ,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  I 
yesterday  afternoon  boarded  and  took  possession  of  the  steamer  we 
had  ]ust  brought  to,  then  lying  under  our  guns. 

I  found  her  to  be  the  Magnolia ,  of  New  Orleans  (Captain  William  S 
Shannon),  She  was  loaded  with  cotton,  and  her  papers  and  the  state- 
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ments  of  her  officers,  since  made  to  me,  show  that  she  had  run  the 
blockade  through  Pass  a  l’Outre,  Mississippi  River,  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing'  early.  Papers  found  on  board  also  show  that  when  she  started 
from  New  Orleans  she  had  1,210  bales  cotton  on  board,  but  1  learn 
that  a  considerable  number  of  bales  had,  during  the  day,  been  thrown 
overboard;  1  should  think,  however,  that  fully  1,000  bales  remain. 

1  was  the  first  person  on  board,  and  found  that  all  her  people  had 
deserted  her  but  one.  He,  the  first  assistant  engineer,  was  fatally 
scalded,  delirious,  and  dying.  I  at  once  sent  for  our  surgeon,  who 
came  with  remedies,  but  he  could  not  do  more  than  alleviate  the  poor 
fellow’s  pain.  He  died  last  night  at  about  11  o’clock  and  his  body 
remains  on  board  the  prize. 

In  an  instant  I  saw  that  her  boiler  had  exploded,  and  so  anchored 
her  and  sent  for  Mr.  Richard  Lavery,  our  acting  chief  engineer,  to 
examine  the  injury.  He  came,  and  going  down  into  her  steaming  fire 
room,  found  heavy  fires  burning  in  her  furnaces,  the  .  doors  being 
closed;  her  starboard  boiler  exploded;  both  injection  pipes  cut,  and 
the  bilge  injections  broken  clear  off;  the  seacock  broken  off,  and  open; 
about  a  foot  of  water  on  the  fire-room  floor,  and.  three  large  streams 
of  water  flowing  in.  The  vessel  was  also  on  fire  in  the  fire  rooms,  and 
the  cotton  in  three  or  four  places.  I  found  several  bales  had  been  cut 
open  and  attempts  made  to  fire  them,  and  a  can  of  spirits  turpentine 
had  been  partially  emptied  over  one.  Fortunately,  no  fire  had  been 
applied  to  this  one.  In  two  places  in  the  fire  room  the  fire  had  made 
such  headway  that  I  was  fearful  the  prize  would  be  destroyed.  By 
hard  work  the  fires  were  all  extinguished,  and  Mr.  Lavery  succeeded 
in  stopping  up  the  injections  and  seacock.  It  was  then  found  that  she 
did  not  leak  elsewhere. 

The  starboard  boiler  is  badly  ripped;  the  port  one  seems  good. 
Several  other  parts  of  the  machinery  and  appliances  have  been  broken 
and  damaged;  these  are,  1  understand,  of  minor  importance,  however. 

It  is  evident  that  everything  that  the  hurry  of  the  occasion  per¬ 
mitted  had  been  done  to  damage  her  irremediably. 

About  sunset,  and  after  everything  had  been  made  as  snug  as  cir¬ 
cumstances  permitted,  a  prize  master  sent  by  Captain  Craven,  ot  the 
Brooklyn ,  came  aboard  with  your  order  to  deliver  her  up  to  him, 

which  I  accordingly  did.  .  ..  ,  ,  , 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Lavery  was  praiseworthy  in  the  highest  degree. 
I  consider  it  was  at  the  risk  of  his  life  that  he  entered  the  fire  room 
when  he  did.  Had  he  not  been  there  the  prize  would  almost  certainly 
have  been  lost,  and  I  attribute  her  preservation  almost  entirely  to  his 

prompt  good  judgment  and  actions. 

Master’s  Mate  0.  B.  Warren  also  was  exceedingly  useful  and  prompt 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  I  assigned  him. 

Our  men  remained  on  board  until  our  arrival  here,  assisting  to  ta  m 

care  of  the  prize.  ,  .  .  .  ,  • 

I  remained  up  until  4  o’clock  this  morning,  when,  with  this  ship, 
with  the  prize  in  tow,  with  full  sail  and  strong,  fair  wind,  making  good 
progress  toward  this  place,  I  gave  the  master  charge. 

®  Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  James  Parker, 

Acting  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Wm.  E.  Hopkins, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 
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P.  S. — I  had  forgotten  to  say  that  while  on  hoard  I  made  every 
effort  to  pi’event  the  pillage  that  usually  occurs  on  such  occasions,  and 
I  believe,  as  far  as  our  people  go,  successfully,  as  an  examination  just 
held  shows  that  nothing  came  on  board  this  vessel  from  the  prize. 
Respectfully, 

Jas.  Parker. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Itasca,  claiming  a  share 

in  the  prize. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Itasca, 
Blockading  off  Mobile ,  February  22,-  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  a  muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  which  was 
in  sight  at  the  time  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  Confederate 
steamer  Magnolia ,  loaded  with  cotton.  She  was  chased  up  from  the 
Mississippi  by  the  steam  sloop  Brooklyn ,  and  captured  off  this  place 
February  19,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  captured  letter. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  inspection  several  letters 
found  on  board  the  prize  steamer  Magnolia. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Division 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  °f  ^ BUchuU^  Squadron. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.— Translation.] 

From  Augustus  Bohe,  of  New  Orleans,  to  Charles  Le  Cesne  of 
Havana,  dated  New  Orleans,  Februarv  6,  1862: 

Bohe  states  that  this  is  a  confidential  note  of  the  highest  importance 

wb™  °nSUlted,iw  ?7eiT  important  operation  in  which  the  friend of 
whom  ‘you  will  tell  us”  may  be  interested. 

rv,  +1  Ln  n8’oes  on  to  state  that  a  man  named  “Laredau  ”  some  six 

GovcramenT'tTDronosf' TTthTF’  thcn  *he  8eat  of  tlle  Confederate 
SO  000  mnctirpL  T  1  that  Government  a  contract  to  furnish 

GovernmeM  at  that* rin^T00’  eqWent>  etc-  The  situation  of  the 
contracted  (Bohe  thinks  i^lSi^in  bUf  ^  nevertheless 

negotiations,  and  now  expectsthe  arriva  of  °f  th?  -reneTal  °f 

anxious  to  realize.  1  1  0t  the  arms> and  »  probably 
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Through  the  intervention  of  the  Spanish  consul,  who  is  a  friend  of 
Laredau,  Messrs.  Arendam,  of  New  Orleans,  sent  an  agent  to  Rich¬ 
mond,  who,  after  a  long  delay,  returned  thence  yesterday  with  a  con¬ 
tract  for  the  delivery  of  the  above-named  articles  within  six  months, 
until  the  amount  of  their  cost  reached  $2,000,000. 

The  balance  of  the  letter  mostly  consists  of  instructions  to  Le  Cesne 
how  to  approach  Laredau  (who  is  apparently  in  Havana)  and  the  terms 
to  offer  him  for  the  consignment  of  the  arms  to  his  (Bohe’s)  house.  He 
mentions  that  he  has  received  the  assurance  of  the  governor  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  the  commanding  general  that  they  will  take  all  the  arms  he 
shall  import  on  the  same  terms  that  Laredau  may  have  stipulated  with 
the  Confederate  Government,  whatever  that  price  may  be.  He  there¬ 
fore  argues  that  he  has  advantages  in  the  prospect  of  an  immediate 
sale  of  the  arms,  if  they  are  consigned  to  him.  He  proposes  to  make 
immediate  remittances  in  sterling  bills  on  Baring  Brothers  as  soon  as 
the  arms  are  sold  and  proceeds  realized. 

He  recommends  that  good  arms  and  powder  be  sent,  for  unless  they 
are  of  the  best  quality  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  He 
mentions  that  the  powder  “of  the  Vanderbilt”  was  bad  and  had  to  be 
reworked. 

He  instructs  his  correspondent  to  send  four  or  five  copies  of  the  bills 
of  lading  by  different  routes,  one  of  which  must  invariably  be  Tampico 
or  Matamoras. 

He  refers  to  an  official  letter  by  the  Tennessee ,  which  he  hopes  will 
be  able  to  pass  the  blockade  during  a  battle  which  the  gunboats  will 
give. 

Laredau  expects  to  receive  about  10,000  muskets  in  every  twenty- 
two  days,  and  Bohe  instructs  his  agent  to  buy  them,  should  Laredau 
prefer  to  sell  in  Havana. 

It  seems  that  the  Spanish  consul  in  New  Orleans  is  to  receive  5  per 
cent  of  the  proceeds.  Bohe  enjoins  on  Le  Cesne  secrecy  on  this  point. 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  regarding 

movements  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  February  W,  186%. 

Sir:  Lieutenant-Commanding  McDermut  reports  that  three  steam¬ 
boats  went  out  this  Pass  at  3  o’clock  this  morning,  and  steered  about 
N.  N.  E.  It  is  strange  I  did  not  fall  in  with  either,  as  I  ran  down  S. 
by  W.  i  W. ,  shaping  course  for  point  10  miles  east  of  this  place. 

I  have  ordered  the  Winona  to  this  place  in  your  absence.  I  think 
the  commodore  might  spare  another  steamer — a  fast  one. 

The  South  Carolina  was  the  lucky  vessel  to  receive  the  surrender 
of  our  chase. 

Please  excuse  my  calling;  my  foot  is  painful  after  exertion  of 
yesterday. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Captain  T.  [T.]  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

US.  S.  Brooklyn. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Stellwagen, 
U.  S.  Navy,  claiming  share  of  prize  for  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Mercedita. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  March  11,  186$. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from 
Commander  Stellwagen,  commanding-  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita ,  in  reference 
to  the  claim  which  he  makes  on  behalf  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  that 
vessel  as  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize  money  accruing  from  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Magnolia. 

I  deeply  regret  to  inform  you  that  there  is  a  report  here  that  during 
the  absence  of  the  Brooklyn  and  Mercedita  in  chase  of  the  Magnolia , 
two  steamers  escaped  from  the  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  have  arrived  at 
Havana.  The  commanders  of  these  vessels  committed  a  great  error  in 
leaving  the  Pass  entirely  unguarded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Easten'n  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Pass  a  V  Outre ,  February  $ 5 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  on  the  21st  instant  a  letter 
claiming  for  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  a  share  in  the  capture 
of  a  steamboat  laden  with  cotton,  which  ran  out  this  Pass  and  was 
chased  and  captured  off  Mobile  on  the  19th  instant,  together  with  list 
of  my  officers  and  men,  to  which  documents  I  wish  to  append  this 
letter. 

Having  been  informed  by  Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  that  he  had  felt  and  expressed  some  doubts  of  this 
vessel  being  entitled  to  a  full  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  cap¬ 
ture,  1  referred  him  to  the  enumeration  of  the  laws,  decisions,  and 
customs  on  such  cases,  contained  in  Upton’s  Maritime  Warfare  and 
Prize,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  he  seemed  to  be  convinced  that  the 
cases  cited  were  applicable,  and  which  causes  I  also  desire  to  call  [to] 
your  attention  and  that  of  the  legal  authorities  who  may  have  jurisdic¬ 
tion  in  the  prize  suit,  viz: 

hirst,  page  137,  Upton,  under  caption  “Joint  capture,”  “Joint 
enterprise,  ’  as  affecting  questions  of  constructive  assistance,  showing 
sight  at  time  of  capture  not  essential,  and  alluding  to  “darkness  ” 

intervening  fog,”  “interposing  headland,”  etc. ;  also  page  139,  case 
ot  Resolution,  privateer,  allowed  to  share  with  Iduzzar,  frie’ate,  and 
pages  153-154.  (See  Upton.)  &  ’ 

the  case  of  the  Sparrow.  and  Hebras ,  capture  of  French  frigate 

,  Ftoile,  ‘sight  under  such  circumstances  is  by  no  means  necessarv” 
a  so  ensuing  paragraph.  “Previous  concert  a  sufficient  basis  for  a 
claim  ol  ]oint  capture  it  not  abandoned  at  the  time  of  the  capture.” 

In  our  case  we  first  discovered  the  chase  and  slipped  cable.  As 
soon  as  fog  lifted  a  little  made  signal  to  the  Brooklyn.  We  fired  five 
tunes  at  chase.  She  commenced  throwing  overboard  cotton  whilst 

Wa"  °\?urT  quarter-  We  continued  the  pursuit,  the 
whole  time  pui  suing  the  best  course,  keeping  a  little  on  her  weather 
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quarter,  to  prevent  her  doubling  and  steaming  dead  to  windward. 
When  in  10  fathoms  water  and  10  miles  off  Mobile  the  fog  and  rain 
squall  shut  everything  in,  first  obscuring  the  chase,  then  the  Brooklyn. 
At  3:30  p.  m.  that  vessel’s  hull  distinctly  visible  from  deck  from  3  to 
5  miles  distant.  On  hearing  heavy  firing,  ran  parallel  to  land,  making 
sure  of  capture  by  one  of  us.  Continued  on  until  4:25,  when  it  lighted 
up  ahead.  No  vessel  in  sight  there,  and  ran  for  Sand  Island,  and 
before  5  distinctly  made  out  the  prize  in  possession  and  four  other 
vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S„  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Brooklyn,  regretting  the  withdrawal  of  vessels  from  the  blockade  of  Pass  a  l’Ontre. 

Navy  Department,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir:  A  report  has  reached  the  Department  that  during  the  absence 
from  Pass  a  l’Outre  of  the  steamers  Brooklyn  and  Mercedita ,  in  chase 
of  the  Magnolia ,  two  steamers  escaped  and  have  arrived  at  Havana. 

The  Department  regrets  that  the  Pass  should  have  been  left 
unguarded  by  the  withdrawal  of  both  the  Brooklyn  and  Mercedita. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Comdg.'U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn,  "West.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn,  expressing  regret 

at  the  Department’s  censure. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Mississippi  River ,  of  Matches,  May  15,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  26th  March,  expressing  the  regrets  of  the  Department,  that  during 
the  chase  of  the  Magnolia,  the  Pass  a  1’Outre  had  been  left  unguarded 
by  the  withdrawal  of  both  the  Brooklyn  and  Mercedita. 

'  When  I  slipped  my  cable  to  chase  the  Magnolia,  the  Mercedita  was 
obscured  from  my  vision  by  the  dense  fog;  no  signal  was  made  to  her 
to  get  underway,  although  I  did  hail,  giving  orders  to  chase.  .  After 
being  in  chase  for  an  hour  or  two,  the  Mercedita  was  occasionally 
seen,  as  the  fog  lifted,  but  at  no  time  could  a  signal  have  been  seen 
from  one  vessel  to  the  other;  at  1:30  p.  m.  we  lost  sight  of  the  Mer¬ 
cedita  altogether.  .  i  ,  ,  , ,  ,T 

It  is  extremely  painful  to  me,  sir,  to  be  censured  by  the  Navy 
Department,  and  feeling  that  my  utmost  desire  has  always  been  to  do 
my  duty  in  the  best  manner  possible  for  the  benefit  of  my  country,  I 
hone  this  explanation  may  prove  not  only  satisfactory,  but  that  this 
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first  censure  I  have  ever  received  during  a  course  of  forty  years  of 
service  may  be  withdrawn. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  report  to  Flag-Officer 
McKean  of  the  capture  of  the  Magnolia. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  T.  Craven, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Wa.shingto?i ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Craven,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 
Brooklyn,  denying  any  intention  of  censuring  the  latter. 


Navy  Department,  June  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  loth  of  May  in  reply  to  the 
Department’s  letter  of  the  26th  of  March,  in  reference  to  the  absence 
of  both  the  Brooklyn  and  Mercedita  from  Pass  a  l’Outre,  in  chase  of 
the  Magnolia.  Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean  on  the 
subject,  dated  the  11th  of  March,  and  to  which  the  Department  had 
reference. 

The  letter  of  the  Department  was  not  designed  as  a  censure  on  your 
conduct.  While  the  Department  admired  your  zealous  and  successful 
movements  in  the  capture  of  the  Magnolia ,  it  could  not  but  express  to 
you,  as  the  senior  officer  present,  its  regret  that  the  Pass  should  have 
been  left  unguarded,  by  which  two  other  steamers  are  said  to  have 
escaped. 

1  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  T.  T.  Craven, 

Commanding  TJ.  S. 


Gideon  Welles. 
S.  Brooklyn ,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Winslow, 
U.  S.  Nmy  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  B.  B.  Cuyler,  to  moceed  to  St. 
Andrew  s  and  St.  Joseph  s  hays  for  the  capture  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

.  _  Ship  Island,  February  20,  1862. 

•fuR'  wil|  P1j?ce<^  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Cuyler  under  your  command 
without  delay,  to  St  Andrew’s  Bay  and  capture  a  schooner  which  I 
am  informed  is  loading-  with  cotton  at  that  place.  From  thence  you 
will  pioceed  to  bt.  Joseph  s  Bay  and  capture  two  vessels  which  I' am 
informed  are  loading  there.  From  thence  you  will  proceed  to  Ivey 

neceska,-ydr™aU? totjfe  BiL”  oT^feLWJS,  ZitF 

whlTl  cx^Vwir^tPfewlr  ^  the  I  ‘^t  pia™’ 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  BMadB^Tadron 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Francis  Winslow 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cuyler,  Skip  Island. 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Febiger , 
77.  /S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Kanawha ,  to  proceed  to  duty  off 
Mobile. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Island ,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  in  the  gunboat 
under  your  command  to  Mobile  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  report 
to  Commander  Cicero  Price,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  blockade  of  that  place. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J ohn  C.  Febiger, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Kanawha. 


Report  of  L  lag- Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  New  London ,  regarding  the  cap¬ 
ture  by  that  vessel  of  twelve  small  craft ,  February  20,  1862. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

At  Sea,  March  f  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commanding  A.  Read,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London,  report¬ 
ing  the  capture  of  twelve  small  sloops  and  schooners,  also  the  loss  of 
two  men  and  a  boat  engaged  in  the  expedition. 

It  was  with  great  reluctance  that  I  authorized  the  capture  of  these 
miserable  fishermen  and  oystermen;  but  having  reason  to  believe  they 
had  in  some  instances,  acted  as  pilots  to  small  vessels  attempting  to 
run ’the  blockade,  and  that  they  were  employed  by  the  rebels  to  watch 
the  movements  of  the  squadron,  1  considered  it  my  duty  to  put  a  stop 
to  it  by  depriving  them  of  their  vessels. 

The  majority  of  the  prisoners  were  released  on  signing  a  parole, 
which  is  herewith  transmitted,  but  seven  of  them,  though  expressing 
no  objection  to  take  the  oath,  refused  to  return  to  New  Orleans,  and 

are  still  on  board  this  ship. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 

Cat  Lsland  Pass,  February  21,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  instant,  while  blockading  Cat  Island 
Pass,  I  discovered  a  number  of  small  schooners  and  sloops  lying  close 
in  by  the  Isle  au  Pied,  on  the  western  side.  These  vessels  having 
opportunities  at  times  to  convey  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  oui 
squadron  to  the  enemy,  I  determined,  it  possible,  to  captuie  them. 
Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  I  sent  two  boats  with  H 
men,  armed  with  muskets,  pistols,  and  cutlasses,  1  acting  mastei ,  an 
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1  acting  midshipman,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Buchanan, 
executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  to  make  the  capture. 

Lieutenant  Buchanan,  haying  a  good  wind,  surprised  the  schooners 
and  sloops  and  succeeded  in  taking  possession  of  twelve,  three  schoon¬ 
ers  and  nine  sloops,  two  only  out  of  fourteen  being  able  to  make  their 
escape.  Lieutenant  Buchanan  distributed  his  officers  and  men  to  the 
best  advantage  and  started  them  for  the  New  London,  distant  about  5 
miles.  The  wind  being  N.N.W. ,  they  were  obliged  to  make  several 
tacks  to  reach  this  vessel.  They  all  reached  us  safely,  the  last  arriv¬ 
ing  about  5  o’clock  p.  m.,  except  one  schooner.  This  schooner  had 
one  of  our  boats  in  tow,  and  was  in  charge  of  two  of  our  men,  well 
armed;  her  own  crew  consisted  of  two  oystermen.  Her  long  tacks  on 
the  starboard,  and  short  ones  on  the  port  (the  port  being  the  gaining 
tack)  attracted  my  attention,  but  had  no  apprehension  as  to  her  inten¬ 
tions,  attributing  her  maneuvers  to  the  want  of  judgment  in  our  men. 
When  too  late,  I  discovered  that  the  oystermen  must  have,  by  some 
means,  taken  the  schooner  from  our  men,  and  were  making  for  the 
mainland. 

At  that  time  the  schooner  was  distant  from  us  about  6  miles.  By 
this  misfortune  we  lost  Harry  James,  seaman,  and  James  Nolan,  lands¬ 
man,  with  their  arms  and  a  boat.  I  deeply  regret  it,  but  can  not  sym¬ 
pathize  with  the  men,  as  they  had  the  means  to  defend  themselves 
against  twice  the  number  of  unarmed  oystermen,  and  were  unfit  for 
our  service  unless  they  could  be  trusted  in  times  of  emergency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 

p]  .wp  w  ,r  T7_  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  captures 
of  the  steamer  Magnolia  and  sloop  Margaret  and  the  arrival  of  Flaa- 
Officer  Farragut ,  TJ.  8.  Navy.  J 

No<  18‘]  41.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Sh'f  Island,  February  21, 1862. 

biR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  rebel  steamer 

°!lt 0t  ?e7SrlDanS’  'V,'v  !  UpW-ard  of  a  thousand  bales  of  cotton. 
She  came  out  of  the  Pass  a  1  Outre  in  a  heavy  fog,  but  was  discovered 

thpLlTr7  tJiC  Br0°Jdlnl  .yhich  vessel  pursued  her  within  sight  of 
blockading  force  at  Mobile,  when  she  was  cut  off  by  the  steamer 

W^F  aS  Sh°WIi  b7.tde.  r®P°rt  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 

mi  '  ]  p  s’  a  copy  ot  which  is  herewith  transmitted  g 

1  he  captain  and  engineers  of  the  Magnolia  made  a  desperate  attemnt 

b°n^?W  UPi  The  Safety  valves  were  lashed  down  and  one 

boiler  exploded  and  is  completelv  destroved  *mrl  il0  w,,,  i  •  -e 

n,uoh  inWed  in  the  atte.npt'to  deLoytt^h  n  alt  d^Xf 

l,Xt°Key  tZe  tt0  retf  - 

succeed  in  doing  so,  I  shall  endeavor  tolowCtolhat  place  wUhthfa 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


149 


ship,  although  1  fear  for  our  boilers,  as  two  of  them  gave  out  on  the 
passage  from  the  river  and  are  now  undergoing  repairs. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Margaret ,  about  30 
tons,  with  30  bales  and  35  half  bales  of  cotton.  She  was  captured  by 
the  Sciota ,  near  the  south  end  of  Chandeleur  Island,  coming  out  from 
New  Orleans;  she  had  a  British  provisional  register,  but  a  Confederate 
clearance,  and  is  believed  to  be  the  same  vessel  reported  recently  in 
Havana  as  the  sloop  William  Henry,  from  New  Orleans. 

Flag-Officer  Farragut  arrived  yesterday,  and  I  am  now  engaged  in 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  with  him.  Four  of  the  vessels 
assigned  to  the  eastern  division  1  shall  be  compelled  to  order  to  the 
North  for  repairs,  their  condition  being  such  that  they  can  no  longer 
be  of  service,  viz,  the  Huntsville ,  Sozith  Carolina ,  Water  Witch,  and 
Mohawk. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Office?-,  Comdg.  Eastern  Division  Gulf  Blkdg .  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

p.  S. — I  have  just  received  reports*  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the 
Magnoliaivom  Captain  Craven,  Commander  Stellwagen,  and  Lieutenant 
Parker,  copies  of  which  I  also  transmit. 

Respectfully,  T_ 

Wm.  W.  McKean. 


CONEEDERATE  REPORTS  WIST  IT  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Dozier,  C.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Pamlico,  to  report  the  requirements  of 

that  vessel. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Naval  Station, 

New  Orleans ,  December  16,  1861. 

Sir:  Be  pleased  to  report  to  this  office  as  soon  as  possible  any  imper¬ 
fections,  deficiencies,  or  wants  that  may  exist  in  the  ordnance  depart 
ment  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Pamlico,  under  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

’  1  Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Dozier, 

Commanding  C.  &•  Cunboat  Pamlico ,  New  Orleans . 


Report  of  captain  of  the  schooner  Henry  Dodge,  regarding  schooner 
Leader,  seized  at  Sabine  Pass. 

Confederate  Schooner  Dodge, 

Off  San  Jacinto,  December  — ,  1861. 

Sir:  There  is  a  schooner  at  this  place  called  the  Leader,  which  was 
seized  at  Sabine  Pass  last  summer  as  Northern  property;  ^  about  70 
feet  long  Upon  a  hasty  examination  of  the  hull,  I  do  not  think  she 


*  See  reports  under  date  February  19,  1862. 
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is  worth  repairing.  She  has  a  mainsail  and  jib  nearly  new  and  a  good 
foresail  and  good  standing  rigging,  and  has  several  articles  which 
may  be  of  use  to  us. 

I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  mention  this  to  you,  thinking  it  probable 
that  you  were  not  aware  of  the  vessel  being  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Rogers. 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Coast  Defenses ,  Galveston. 

[Endorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Galveston ,  December  17,  1861. 

Should  the  above-described  vessel  be  needed  for  the  public  service, 
you  are  authorized  to  take  charge  of  her. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  P.  O.  Hebert. 

Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter. 


Deport  of  Lieutenant  Dozier ,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  8.  Pam¬ 
lico,  reguesting  to  be  transferred  to  duty  in  South  Carolina. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  December  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  would  again  very  earnestly  request  the  Department  to  detach 
nie  fioin  my  present  command  on  this  station  and  assign  me  to  duty 
in  the  ptate  of  South  Carolina.  When  I  made  a  similar  application  on 
M:Tous  occasio!b  the  reason  assigned  for  its  not  being  granted  was 
that  there  was  no  indication  of  an  immediate  attack  in  that  neioffibor- 
hood.  Since  then  an  attack  has  been  made,  and  now  a  hostile  force  is 
on  the  soil,  and  an  invasion  [of]  the  State  is  threatened  and  expected 

3  ca  Vei7  he  imagined  by  one  who  loves  his  home 

and  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and  in  making  this  application  I  do  so 
hoping  that  it  may  be  kindly  considered  on  that  ground.  In  goino-  to 
South  Carolina  I  could  not  hope  to  be  placed  on  pleasanter  duty  than 
has  been  given  me  here  by  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  who  has  been  kind 
enough  to  place  me  in  command  of  this  vessel,  but  I  can  not  nor  do  I 
^ffh  h]T°''c?a  tdc  ,act  that  all  my  sympathies  are  enlisted  in  behalf 

?tate  ln  lnil‘tT  are  a11  that  a  man  holds  dea1' on  earth  and 

foi  that  reason  I  feel  that  I  can  serve  my  country  better  there  than 

nere’  kut  in  this  I  trust  I  may  not  be  considered  as  dictating  to  the 
Department.  I  am  sorry  to  again  trespass  upon  the  time^of  the 
Department,  but  hope  that  the  reasons  assigned  will  be  sufficient 
excuse,  and  that  the  Department  will  not  think  it  detrimental  to  the 
service  to  grant  my  earnest  request  to  the 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

W.  G.  Dozier, 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory,  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Secretary  Nmy,  Dichmond,  Va. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


151 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regard¬ 
ing  measures  for  obtaining  powder  for  the  naval  service  at  New 
Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond ,  Vd.,  December  17 ,  1861. 
Sir:  This  Department  is  unable  to  obtain  any  powder  for  the  naval 
service  at  New  Orleans,  and  Flag-Officer  Hollins  reports  that  he  is 
without  a  grain.  The  daily  produce  of  the  mills  at  New  Orleans,  1  am 
informed,  ma}r  be  sufficient  for  its  naval  as  well  as  for  its  military 
defenses;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  if  you  can  possibly  do  so, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  General  Lovell  to  supply  Flag- 
Officer  Hollins  with  cannon  powder  upon  his  requisitions  as  it  may  be 
required  for  the  public  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major-  General  Lovell ,  C.  S.  Army , 
regarding  the  supplying  of  powder  for  use  of  the  naval  service. 

War  Department, 
Richmond ,  Va.,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  request  addressed  to  this  Department  by 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  are  instructed  to  do  all  in 
your  power,  consistent  with  the  exigencies  of  the  military  service  in 
your  department,  toward  supplying  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy, 
with  cannon  powder  upon  his  requisition  therefor. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Major-General  Mansfield  Lovell,  t 

Commanding  Department ,  etc. ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 

Report  of  Colonel  Beall ,  C.  S.  Marine  Corps ,  requesting  that  steps  be 

taken  for  the  exchange  of  Lieutenant  Sayre,  C.  S.  Marvne  Corps. 

Headquarters  C.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Richmond ,  Va.,  December  HI,  1861. 

Sir:  1  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  case  of  First  Lieutenant 
C.  L.  Sayre,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  who,  whilst  gallantly  fighting  in  an 
engagement  with  the  enemy  on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  Fla.,  was  severe  y 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  He  is  now  at  Montgomery,  Ala. ,  o 
parole  the  condition  of  which  is  that  he  is  to  return  to  Fort  Pickens 
L  a  prisoner  of  war  as  soon  as  his  wound  will  permit  him  to  do  so 
Unless  exchanged  for  an  officer  of  like  grade.  As  I  am  informed  that 
his  wound  is  rapidly  improving,  I  respectfully  request  that  measures 
may  be  taken  to  relieve  Lieutenant  Sayre  from  the  necessity  ot  going 

back  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  T  p 

Youv  obedient  servant,  Uog  3. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
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fecial  order  {No.  316)  of  Brigadier-  General  Hebert ,  C.  S.  Army,  for 
the  services  of  a  steamer  for  the  transportation  of  railroad  iron. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Galveston ,  December  '23,  1861. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  defenses 
of  Galveston,  will  furnish  the  collector  of  this  port  with  a  steamer, 
upon  application,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting-  to  a  more  secure 
place  some  railroad  iron,  now  in  bond. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  P.  O.  Hebert: 

Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  order  {Mo.  93)  of  Colonel  Nichols ,  C.  S.  Army ,  restricting  the 
passage  of  boats  through  the  draw  at  the  railroad  bridge. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brigade  Texas  Vols.,  Military  Dist.  of  Galveston, 

Galveston ,  December  1861. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter  will  order  that  no  boat  shall  after  this 
date  pass  through  the  south  side  of  the  draw  at  the  railroad  bridge 
on  account  of  damaging  the  telegraph  cable.  ’ 

,  .By  command  of  Colonel  E.  B.  Nichols,  commanding  Militarv  Dis¬ 
trict  Galveston: 

James  T.  Ware, 

•  Acting  A:id-de-  Camp. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Nichols,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander  Hunter , 
C  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  dispatching  of  the  steamer  Neptune  for 
towing  duty  m  Brazos  Canal.  1  J 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brigade  Texas  Vols.,  Military  Dist.  of  Galveston, 

„  Galveston,  December  30,  1861. 

Sm:  For  the  benefit  of  the  public  service,  it  becomes  neeps^nrv 
dispatch  a  steamboat  to  the  Brazos  Canal,  near  the  Brazos  Fiver  '  for 

mt,PUJ50fK  0Jiv.(miArg  a  dr.ed£e  boat  to  the  railroad  bridge.  I  am 
infoimed  that  the  Neptune  is  the  onlv  boat  exeent  thp  nn 

—  D  ‘,his  wm  c& 

tte  trrtte  FnSed  ^  “d  the  Ne],tune  to  rePort  to  ™  for 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

E.  B.  Nichols, 
Colonel,  Commanding  District. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Nayy, 

°n  Board  of  Steamboat  Bayou  City. 

ttoZa^suX-  you/comSarf.^  pertormed  “  y<™  with 

n  7  7  ^E-  B*  Echols, 

Lotonel,  Commanding  District. 
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[Telegram.] 

Mobile,  December  SO ,  1861. 

The  enemy’s  vessels,  some  twenty,  are  below,  landing-  supplies  and 
large  bodies  of  troops  on  Ship  Island. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant -  General. 


[Telegram.] 


Mobile,  December  30,  1861. 

Twenty-twro  vessels  landing  troops  in  larg-e  numbers  at  Ship  Island. 
All  well. 


Zantzinger. 


General  C.  J.  McRae. 


Letter  from  Commander  Hunter ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General 
Magruder ,  0.  S.  Army ,  urging  prompt  effort  in  obstructing  Trinity 
Diver,  Texas. 

Trinity  River,  Polk  County,  January  2,  1862. 
There  is  required  for  immediate  service  to  obstruct  the  Trinity^ 
River,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  commanding  general,  all  the 
available  laborers  in  the  counties  adjacent  [to]  Trinity  River,  with 
three  weeks’  provisions  for  these,  and  tools  wanted  to  construct  bar¬ 
riers,  erect  shelter  (in  case  of  bad  weather),  wagons,  ox  chains,  mauls, 
wedges,  and  irons,  cane  knives,  abundance  of  axes,  grindstones,  and 
oilstone.  The  safety  of  the  Trinity  regions  requires  that  no  delay 
should  prevent  the  prompt  execution  of  the  work  alluded  to  whilst  the 
river  is  in  a  low  stage  and  the  enemy  not  in  possession  of  points  to 
prevent  it.  A  zealous  and  prompt  effort  now  is  deemed  so  important 
that,  if  not  exerted  delay  may  occasion  the  most  serious  consequences. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Inspecting  Coast  Defenses  of  Texas. 

Major  Hamilton  Washington, 

Aid  to  Major-General  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army, 

Comdr.  in  Chief  of  Texas,  N.  Mex.,  and  Arizona. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Hebert ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Commander 
Hunter ,  G.  S.  Navy,  regarding  guns  to  be  placed  in  battery. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Galveston,  January  2,  1862. 


Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  direct  you  to 
report  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  the  positions  most  advisable,  and 
the  reasons  therefor,  for  placing  the  guns  now  hourly  expected  into 


battery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Defenses,  Galveston. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General 
Hebert ,  (7.  A.  Army ,  advising  the  location  of  guns  at  Virginia  Point 
and  San  Jacinto. 

Galveston,  Tex.  ,  January  2,  A?##. 


I  have  the  honor  tc  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of  this 
da}7,  directing'  me  <£  to  report  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  the  posi¬ 
tions  most  advisable,  and  the  reasons  therefor,  for  placing  the  guns, 
now  hourly  expected,  into  battery.” 

In  compliance  therewith,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  posi¬ 
tions  which  are  most  advisable  are  where  they  can  be  best  used  for  the 
defense  of  the  mainland,  and  be  best  supported  by  a  sure  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  base  of  supplies  of  the  armament  and  garrison.  The 
works  made  at  Virginia  Point  and  in  progress  at  San  Jacinto  1  believe 
to  be  the  most  eligible  positions  to  that  end. 

This  opinion  is  based  on  my  observation  of  this  immediate  locality. 
I  am,  however,  ignorant  of  what  plan  you  have  in  view  for  the  defense 
of  your  Department,  of  the  preparations  which  you  have  made  and 
which  you  propose  to  make  to  that  end,  and  therefore  can  not  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  so  satisfactory  to  my  own  mind  as  I  would  desire  in 
giving  the  opinions  which  you  ask. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy. 

General  P.  O.  Hubert,  C.  S.  Army. 


Letter  from  Captain  Sellers ,  G.  8.  Army ,  to  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  8. 

Navy,  regarding  transportation  of  guns  from  Liben'ty  to  Galveston. 

Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Galveston,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  colonel  commanding  the  post  to  request 
you,  when  by  your  order  the  two  large  guns  are  delivered  at  Liberty 
to  Major  Likens,  to  order  the  captain  in  charge  of  the  steamboat  Mary 
Hill  to  take  on  board  any  Government  property  which  may  be  at  Lib¬ 
erty  and  transport  the  same  to  Galveston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Sellers, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  C.  8.  Army. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  h.  Navy,  for  transportation  of  auns. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  January  3,  1861  [1862.] 
The  commander  of  the  Colonel  Stell  will  proceed  to  the  railway 
bridge  near  Galveston  and  report  to  the  ordnance  officer  at  Virginia 
Point  for  the  transportation  of  certain  guns  or  ordnance  to  Liberty 
the  Tnmty  Liver,  Texas,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  Major  Likens5 
C.  S.  Army;  and  transport  from  thence  to  this  place  such  guns,  ord¬ 
nance,  or  other  stores  as  may  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  States,  and  return  to  this  place  with  all  dispatch 
.Respectfully,  1 

n  a  n  ci  Wm.  W.  Hunter 

Comdr.,  6.  A.  Navy,  and  Superintend^.  Coast  Defenses  of  Texas. 
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General  order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hollins ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  reports 
to  Refurnished  by  all  commanding  officers. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Natal  Station, 

New  Orleans.  January  J,  186 2. 

Commanding  officers  of  all  naval  forces,  and  vessels  acting  separately 
under  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  this  station,  will  make  to  this 
office  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  every  month  a  general  report  of  the  move- 
ements,  operations,  and  occurrences  of  their  respective  commands,  but, 
when  of  sufficient  importance,  special  reports  will  be  made  by  tele¬ 
graph  or  otherwise  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  expedient. 

All  repairs  required  by  vessels  which  can  not  be  made  with  the 
means  at  command  on  board  will  be  reported  in  detail,  together  with 
an  estimate  of  their  cost,  accompanied  with  such  information  as  may 
be  of  service  in  determining  the  manner,  place,  and  time  of  the  repairs 
that  may  be  directed. 

This,  however,  is  not  to  prevent  commanding  officers  at  a  distance 
ordering  repairs  to  be  made  in  extraordinary  cases,  and  when  the  pub¬ 
lic  service  would  be  injured  by  the  delay  of  awaiting  a  reply  to  their 
report  and  instructions  of  the  commandant. 

A  list  of  all  persons  on  board  of  each  vessel  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1862,  with  a  separate  list  of  officers,  and  hereafter  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  July,  October,  and  January,  will  be  transmitted  to  this  office, 
showing  their  rank  or  rating  and  time  of  joining  their  respective  ves¬ 
sels.  All  transfers  to  or  from  any  vessel,  deaths,  discharges,  and 
desertions  will  be  duly  reported  on  the  first  of  every  month,  beginning 
with  the  1st  of  February  next.  Changes  among  commissioned  and 
warranted  officers  will  be  reported  as  they  occur. 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  W.  G.  Dozier, 

Commanding  C.  8.  Gunboat  Pamlico. 


Order  of  Brigadier- General  Hebert ,  C.  8.  Army ,  to  Commander 
Hunter ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  to  make  an  examination  of  Trinity  River  for 
a  site  for  battery. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Houston ,  January  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  direct  you  to 
make  an  examination  of  Trinity  River  with  a  view  to  select  a  suitable 
site  for  a  small  battery  to  defend  the  entrance  thereto.  _ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Defenses,  Galveston. 


Report  of  Major-  General  Lovell ,  C.  8.  Army ,  regarding  military 
control  of  the  navigable  waters  near  New  Orleans. 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1, 

.  New  Orleans ,  La. ,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  After  reading  the  letter  of  Mr.  McRae,  relative  to  the  use  of 
launches  on  the  coast  of  Mississippi  Sound,  I  suggested  to  Commodore 
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Hollins  to  make  some  arrangements  with  that  purpose  in  view.  Noth¬ 
ing  has  been  done,  nor  is  it  likely  that  anything  will  be  done,  by  the 
Navy  Department  there  unless  under  orders  from  Richmond.  You 
will  recollect  our  conversation  the  evening  before  I  left  Richmond,  in 
which  you  took  a  different  view  from  myself.  I  felt  satisfied  that  if 
the  protection  of  the  navigable  streams  running  up  into  the  country 
was  removed  from  my  control  it  would,  in  all  probability,  not  be 
properly  arranged  in  connection  with  the  land  defenses,  while  the 
general  commanding  the  department  would  be  considered  by  the 
people  at  large  as  responsible  for  inroads  into  the  territory  of  his 
command.  This  is  just  what  has  happened. 

I  should  have  had  light-draft  armed  vessels  or  launches  at  numerous 
points  along  the  coast  had  I  not  kept  in  view  your  expressed  wish 
that  all  clashing,  even  in  appearance,  should  be  avoided  between  the 
two  arms  of  service.  I  have  now  on  Lake  Borgne  a  larger  armed 
force  than  the  Navy  has,  but  it  is  kept  up  under  the  name  of  supply¬ 
ing  our  posts  on  the  sound,  it  being  necessary  that  the  vessels  should 
be  armed  for  their  own  protection.  I  hope  that  in  connection  with 
Mr.  Mallory,  }tou  may  be  able  to  devise  some  plan  by  which  either 
the  entire  matter  may  be  placed  under  my  control,  or  the  naval  officer 
in  command  may  have  orders  to  afford  such  aid  as  I  may  officially 
require  of  him.  The  blame  of  want  of  protection  will  rest  upon  me 
in  any  event,  and  I  should  therefore  have  some  power  to  say  what 
should  be  done. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  Lovell, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Letter  from  Commander  ILunter,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Colonel  Nichols ,  C.  S. 
Army,  announcing  his  temporary  withdrawal  from  Galveston,  on 
special  duty. 

Galveston,  Tex.  ,  January  9,  1862. 
Colonel:  It  is  proper  that  I  should  inform  you  that  by  order  of 
Vm'  Hebert,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Military  Department 

ot  lexas,  I  will  leave  this  place  at  1  p.  m.  this  daj"  on  special  duty. 
1  expect  to  return  in  two,  or  at  most  three  days.  1  have  given  written 
instructions  to  Master’s  Mate  Charles  Fowler,  C.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  steamer  Neptune,  to  conduct  my  command  at  this  place  durino-mv 
absence,  and  also  to  refer  to  you  on  all  matters  of  duty  pertaining 
thereto.  He  is  now  charged  with  a  lookout  and  guard  of  the  harbor 
and  is  directed  to  make  the  signals  heretofore  furnished  him  by  me 
touching  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

,  .  Commander,  C.  S.  Nary, 

and  Superintending  Coast  Defenses  of  Texas. 
Col.  E.  B.  Nichols,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Post  at  Galveston. 
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Report  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  examination 
of  Trinity  River  with  a  view  to  its  protection. 

[Galveston,  Tex.],  January  11,  186 H — f.30  p.  m. 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  6th  instant,  received 
by  me  January  8,  1S62,  at  9  a.  m.  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  I  left  that  place 
at  1  p.  m.,  in  the  steamer  Bayou  City,  and  reached  the  mouth  of  the 
Trinity  River,  at  6  p.  m.  the  same  day.  There  are  four  outlets  of  the 
Trinity  River,  all  within  about  1  mile  of  the  mainland  at  Anahuac, 
where  I  found  the  remains  of  two  military  positions  selected  by  Major- 
General  Teran  (a  Mexican  officer  of  distinction)  for  the  defense  of  the 
mouth  of  Trinity  River.  The  first  position  alluded  to  is  on  the 
the  remains  of  a  stockade  fort,  distant  about  one-half  mile  from  the 
wharf  at  Anahuac,  on  a  plain  elevated  about  20  feet  above  the  bay. 
The  second  position  is  about  one-half  mile  distant  from  the  first,  and 
farther  from  the  entrances  to  the  Trinity  River;  it  exhibits  the  brick 
foundation  of  a  regularly  constructed  work,  with  bastions,  etc.  There 
is  within  it  a  bricked  well.  The  channel  of  the  principal  and  now 
used  entrance  into  Trinity  River  runs  within  600  yards  of  the  first 
position,  and  is  more  distant  from  the  second.  The  other  three 
entrances  to  the  Trinity  River  are  veiy  shoal  and  much  obstructed  by 
logs,  scarcely  admitting  the  passage  of  boats  drawing  3i  feet  water. 
These  can  be  effectually  blocked  by  the  use  of  a  steamer  and  50  men 
in  two  days  by  means  of  drift  logs  on  the  spot. 

A  battery  placed  at  the  first  position,  viz,  that  nearest  to  Anahuac, 
would  command  the  entrance  to  Trinity  River.  There  is  good  dry 
land,  good  water,  grass,  and  beef  abundant  in  the  neighborhood.  It 
is  distant  from  Liberty  26  miles  by  land,  through  a  dry  country  and 
no  streams  to  cross.  To  Beaumont  45  miles,  good  traveling,  one  water 
course  to  cross,  viz,  Taylor’s  Bayou,  having  facility  for  crossing  it.  . 

From  the  first  position  the  nearest  practical  route  to  the  seacoast  is 
about  30  miles  and  that  to  a  point  of  the  coast  about  30  miles  eastward 
of  Galveston,  or  about  halfway  to  Sabine  Pass.  None  but  persons 
verv  well  acquainted  with  the  locality  could  conduct  a  force  from  the 
seaboard  to  Anahuac.  The  general  information  which  is  here  imparted 
1  have  derived  from  General  Chambers,  the  proprietor  and  present 
resident  of  Anahuac,  with  whom  I  rode  over  the  ground  described, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Trinity  River,  and  to  whom  1  am  indebted  for 
much  of  the  local  information  contained  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this 
report. 

I  left  Anahuac  at  1  p.  m.,  January  10,  and  proceeded  with  the  Bayou 
City  to  examine  the  passages  of  the  Trinity  River  from  the  interior. 
I  am  satisfied  that  a  steamer  and  50  men  in  two  days,  can,  with  logs, 
obstruct  all  the  passages  except  the  one  now  used,  which  latter  can  be 
effectually  defended  by  a  battery  placed  at  the  position  first  named— 
at  Anahuac. 

I  ascended  the  Trinity  River  to  Morse’s  Bluff,  distant  by  water  22 
miles  and  by  land  20  miles  from  Anahuac,  looking  to  the  selection  of 
an  efficient  position  to  command  the  ascent  of  the  river.  That  first 
presenting  itself,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  the  most  eligible  to  that 
end,  is  Morse’s  Bluff,  on  the  east  bank,  an  elevated  place  about  20  feet 
above  the  river,  which  is  about  350  yards  wide  and  about  30  feet  deep. 
The  bluff  has  good  grass  and  beef  for  the  supply  of  troops,  and  the 
river  affords  plenty  of  good  water.  From  thence  to  Liberty  there  is 
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a  good  road,  distant  about  12  miles  by  land,  over  a  good  country, 
suited  for  the  passage  of  artillery  and  wagons.  This  point  I  consider 
the  best  position  next  to  Anahuac  for  the  defense  of  the  Trinity  River. 
The  bank  of  the  river  is  well  wooded  and  dry.  The  river  is  narrow, 
and  musketry  would  tell  well  from  either  bank  on  an  enemy  ascending 
the  river. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  leave  Anahuac,  the  troops  could  conven¬ 
iently  reach  Morse’s  Bluff  and,  if  necessary,  soon  reach  Liberty, 
through  which  the  main  railway  passes  from  Beaumont  to  Houston. 

Desiring  to  present  to  you  the  facts  touching  my  execution  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  your  order  of~the  6th  instant,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
foregoing  notation  of  these. 

Anahuac  first  and  Morse’s  Bluff  next  I  believe  to  be  the  most  eligible 
positions  for  batteries  for  the  defense  of  the  Trinity  River.  At  4:30 
p.  m.  this  day  I  returned  with  the  Bayou  City  to  Galveston. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander ,  C.  /S.  Navy. 

General  P.  O.  Hjebert,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Military  Department  of  Texas. 


Letter  from  Major  Forshey ,  C.  S.  Engineers ,  to  Commander  Hunter , 

C.  &.  Navy ,  regarding  the  significance  of  arrival  of  two  Tederad 

vessels  off  Velasco. 

Velasco,  January  If  1862. 

Commodore:  Yesterday  morning  two  vessels  (barks  apparently) 
anchored  off  Velasco,  some  5  miles  out,  and  have  continued  at  this 
anchorage  since  that  time. 

Prior  to  that  event  two  weeks  have  elapsed  without  an  enemy  visible 
from  this  point. 

It  is  not  a  little  significant  that  this  marked  attention  to  our  port 
is  coincident  with  the  arrival  here  from  Galveston  of  the  steamer  Lucy 
Gwin ,  with  two  18-pounders,  destined  for  Saluria  and  Aransas.  There 
would  seem  to  be  some  means  of  informing  the  blockaders  from  Gal¬ 
veston  of  every  matter  of  interest  to  them.  You,  [of]  course,  can  not 
remedy  that  evil,  but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  know  the  evils  about  us 
even  when  we  cannot  remedy  them. 

1  might  further  mention  that  in  the  morning  early  a  man  forced  the 
line  of  sentinels  and  escaped,  and  that  in  the  same  morning  a  small 
boat  was  found  ashore  in  the  same  vicinity.  This  was  doubtless  from 
the  blockaders,  but  what  became  of  the  spy  has  not  yet  transpired. 
It  is  apparent  that  they  are  watching  us  pretty  closely. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

C.  G.  FoRSHEY, 

,,  ,  Major  and  Engineer.  Coast  Defenses. 

Commodore  Hunter. 

S-— Excuse  mei  commodore,  if  in  view  of  the  rumored  fact  that 
some  40  tons  ot  cannon  powder  have  been  added  to  the  ordnance  stores 
ot  lexas,  I  renew  the  suggestion  as  to  the  mining  of  the  channel.  I 
have  entire  faith  in  its  practicability  and  efficiency 
Yours,  etc., 


C.  G.  F, 
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[Telegram.] 


Richmond,  January  Ilf.,  1862. 

You  will  impress  immediately,  for  public  service,  the  fourteen  ships 
hereafter  named:  The  Mexico ,  the  Texas ,  the  Orizaba ,  the  Charles 
Morgan ,  the  Florida ,  the  Arizona,  the  Jewess,  the  Atlantic,  the  Hous¬ 
ton,  the  Magnolia,  the  Matagorda,  the  W.  H.  Webb ,  the  Anglo-Saxon , 
and  the  Anglo-Norman.  You  will  please  have  them  valued  by  disin¬ 
terested  parties  of  the  highest  character. 

The  recent  sale  of  the  Tennessee  will  afford  a  good  opportunity  for 
testing  their  true  value. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretai'y  of  War. 

General  M.  Lovell,  New  Orleans: 


Operator:  I  want  an  answer  from  your  operator  in  New  Orleans 
when  he  delivers  this. 


J.  P.  B. 


Extract  from  report  of  Major-General  Lovell,  C.  S.  Army,  requesting 
instructions  tn  case  of  the  discovery  of  a  spy  within  Confederate 
lines. 

Headquarters  Department  No.  1, 

New  Orleans,  La. ,  January  15,  1862. 

Sir: 

*  ****** 

It  was  reported  yesterday  that  Lieutenant  Foster,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
had  been  in  the  city  as  a  spy  some  days  since.  Should  1  arrest  a  Fed¬ 
eral  officer  under  such  circumstances  is  he  to  be  punished  with  death? 
I  ask  having  in  view  Tyler’s  case,  of  our  Army,  who  was  arrested  in 
Cincinnati  last  summer,  but  has  never  been  tried  as  a  spy. 

*  ****** 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secr'etary  of  War. 


Major- 


M.  Lovell, 

General ,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Major- General  Lovell,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  acquisition 
for  the  Confederate  Government  of  fourteen  steamers. 

Headquarters,  Department  No.  1, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  telegram,  I  took  possession  yesterday 
of  the  following  steamers,  viz:  Mexico ,  Texas,  Orizaba,  Charles  ALor- 
gan,  Florida,  Arizona,  William  Heines,  Atlantic,  Austin,  Magnolia, 
Alatagorda,  William  II.  Webb,  Anglo-Saxon,  and  Anglo  Norman — 
fourteen  in  all.  Captain  Huger,  of  the  Navy,  who  accompanied  the 
party  that  took  possession  of  the  ships,  thinks  the  Atlantic  will  hardly 
answer  as  a  war  vessel,  and  I  telegraphed  yesterday  to  know  whether 
I  should  substitute  the  Galveston  for  her.  After  the  ships  were  seized 
1  asked  Commodore  Hollins  to  take  charge  of  them  until  further  orders. 

In  this  connection  permit  me  to  call  attention  to  Captain  |  Edward  j 
Higgins,  who  lately  resigned  with  a  view  of  fitting  out  some  of  these 
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vessels  for  war  purposes  under  State  authority.  This  seizure  puts  an 
end  to  his  business.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  old  Navy,  of  experience, 
skill,  and  high  reputation  as  a  bold  and  efficient  officer.  His  services 
would  be  of  great  value  in  assisting  to  fit  out  a  fleet  here  and  in  light¬ 
ing  it  afterwards.  _ 

I  see  various  reports  of  the  occupation  of  Bdoxi  by  the  enemy.  1  his 
is  a  mistake.  Some  60  men  landed  there  last  week,  remained  for  a  few 
hours,  doing  no  damage,  and  returned  to  the  fleet.  They  have  no  foot¬ 
ing  on  the  main  shore  as  yet. 

We  have  here  about  500  prisoners  of  war,  who  are  a  serious  nuisance. 
Is  there  a  prospect  of  exchanging  them  ? 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Lovell, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major-  General  Lovell ,  G.  S. 

Army ,  regarding  -plan  of  defense  for  the  Western  rivers. 

War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond ,  January  19 ,  1862. 

Sir:  A  few  days  ago  I  sent  you  a  telegram,  requesting  the  seizure 
for  account  of  the  Government  of  fourteen  steamships,  and  received 
your  reply  informing  me  that  the  request  had  been  complied  with. 

These  instructions  were  sent  you  in  consequence  of  the  passage  by 
Congress  of  two  laws  Nos.  344  and  350,  herewith  forwarded,  provid¬ 
ing  $1,000,000  for  application  to  floating  defenses  for  the  Western 
rivers,  to  be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  War  or  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  he  shall  direct;  and  author¬ 
izing  a  corps  of  not  more  than  6,000  men  to  be  raised  for  temporary 
and  special  service  on  the  Western  waters. 

The  terms  of  the  acts  will  at  once  suggest  to  you  that  the  force 
intended  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  is  not  to  be  part  of  the  Navy,  for  it  is 
intended  for  service  on  the  rivers,  and  will  be  composed  of  the  steam- 
boatmen  of  the  W estern  waters.  It  will  be  subject  to  the  general  com¬ 
mand  of  the  military  chief  of  the  department  where  it  may  be  ordered  to 
operate,  but  the  boats  will  be  commanded  by  steamboat  captains,  manned 
by  steamboat  crews,  who  will  be  armed  with  such  weapons  as  the  captains 
may  choose;  and  the  boats  will  be  fitted  out  as  the  respective  captains 
may  desire.  4  he  intention  and  design  are  to  strengthen  the  vessels 
with  iron  casing  at  the  bows,  and  to  use  them  at  high  speed  to  run 
down  or  run  over  and  sink,  if  possible,  the  gunboats  and  mortar  rafts 
prepared  by  the  enemy  for  attack  on  our  river  defenses.  These  gun¬ 
boats  and  mortar  rafts  have  been  so  far  protected  by  iron  plates,  and 
by  their  peculiar  construction  as  to  offer,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Presi- 
ent  and  ot  Congress,  but  small  chance  of  our  being  able  to  arrest 
their  descent  of  the  river  by  shot  or  shell,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
their  weight  their  unwieldy  construction,  and  their  slow  movement, 
together  with  the  fact  that  they  show  very  little  surface  above  the 
water  line  render  them  peculiarly  liable  to  the  mode  of  attack  devised 
by  the  enterprising,  captains  who  have  undertaken  to  effect  their 
destruction  by  running  them  down,  if  provided  with  swift  and  heavy 
steamers,  so  strengthened  and  protected  at  the  bows  as  to  allow  them 
to  rush  on  the  descending  boats  without  being  sunk  by  the  first  fire 
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Captains  Montgomery  and  Townsend  have  been  selected  by  the 
President  as  two  of  those  who  are  to  command  these  boats.  Twelve 
other  captains  will  be  found  by  them  and  recommended  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  for  appointment.  Each  captain  will  ship  his  own  crew,  lit  up  his 
own  boat,  and  get  ready  with  the  shortest  possible  delay.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  rely  on  cannon,  which  these  men  are  not  skilled  in  using, 
nor  on  fire  arms.  The  men  will  be  armed  with  cutlasses.  On  each 
boat,  however,  there  will  be  One  heavy  gun  to  be  used  in  case  the 
stern  of  any  of  the  gunboats  should  be  exposed  to  fire,  for  they  are 
entirely  unprotected  behind,  and  if  attempting  to  escape  by  flight, 
would  be  very  vulnerable  by  shot _ from  a  pursuing  vessel. 

I  give  you  these  details  as  furnishing  a  mere  outline  of  the  general 
plan  to  be  worked  out  by  the  brave  and  energetic  men  who  have 
undertaken  it.  Prompt  and  vigorous  preparation  is  indispensable. 
The  Department  relies  confidently  on  your  cooperation  in  rendering 
effective  this  plan  of  defense,  which  may,  perhaps,  not  only  be  of  vast 
importance  for  the  peculiar  service  now  hoped  for  on  the  upper  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  but  may  prove  very  formidable  aids  to  your  future  operation 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  valley. 

I  shall  at  once  place  to  your  credit  $300,000  to  be  expended  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  and  outfitting  these  vessels  as  rapidly  as.  possi¬ 
ble,  and  shall  renew  the  remittances  as  fast  as  required  while  the 
appropriation  will  permit.  It  is  expected  that  you  will  allow  a  very 
wide  latitude  to  the  captains  in  the  preparation  of  these  vessels,  merely 
exercising  such  general  supervision  as  to  prevent  the  throwing  away 
of  money  in  purely  chimerical  experiments,  and  in  checking  any 
profligate  expenditure.  Your  chief  quartermaster  can  keep  the 
accounts  so  as  to  relieve  you  of  the  responsibility  of  a  clisbuising 
officer,  and  you  can  discharge  yourself  of  any  money  liability  by 
simplv  taking  his  receipt  as  your  voucher  for  turning  over  the  money. 

To  a  commander  of  your  intelligence  and  capacity  it  is  deemed  suf¬ 
ficient  thus  generally  to  sketch  the  outline  of  a  scheme  of  defense, 
without  attempting  to  lay  down  any  minute  rules  or  details  for  cann  ¬ 
ing  out  what  is  necessarily  a  novel  experiment,  yet  one  from  which 
much  is  hoped  by  the  Government. 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Captain  lownsend  in  person, 
he  being  one  of  the  two  already  selected  by  the  President  for  command 

of  boats.  T  t~>  t> 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant,  J-  T-  Benjamin, 

’  J  Secretary  of  War. 

Major-General  M.  Lovell, 

New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  , commanding  steamy  Gemral 
Rusk,  regarding,  the  arrival  of  guns  for  transpmtatum  to  Morgans 
Point ,  San  Jacinto  River. 

Confederate  Steamer  General  Rusk, 

San  Jacinto ,  January  %0,  ISbri. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  18th  is  in  hand,  together  with  special  order 
No  57  I  have  received  the  guns  on  board  and  have  just  finished  hi  - 
ing  my  tanks  with  fresh  water.  I  shall  proceed  to  Morgan  s  Point 
tounorrow  morning  and  anchor  this  side  of  the  bar  in  mid-channel. 

n  w  r — vol  17 - 11 
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Most  of  my  men  have  reshipped  for  the  term  of  one  year.  I  expect 
20  men  from  Houston  to-night.  Will  you  please  give  me  a  permit,  or 
order  Captain  Blakman,  of  steamer  Diana ,  to  bring  my  new  men  up 
or  down  to  the  ship?  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  fill  up  my  crew  list  in 
a  few  days. 

Hoping  you  are  well,  and  that  I  will  see  you  soon, 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

Leon  Smith. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  send  you  down  the  tobacco,  the  last  of  the  Mohegans. 
Hope  it  nniy  last  you  until  peace  is  declared  and  the  Confederate  States 
are  independent. 

Instructions  from  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Minor ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  for  special  duty  in  the  manufacture  of 
ordnance  and'  ordnance  stores. 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 

Richmond ,  Va. ,  January  22,  1862. 

(  Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
George  N.  Hollins  for  special  duty  connected  with  the  manufacture  of 
ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  You  will  ascertain  from  the  iron 
founders  if  they  will  establish  one  or  more  air  furnaces  for  the  fabri¬ 
cation  of  cannon  on  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  Department. 
These  conditions  will  be: 

First.  The  erection  of  suitable  air  furnaces  for  casting  the  guns. 
Second.  The  metal  used  in  casting  the  guns  must  be  of  the  most 
approved  quality,  No.  1  charcoal,  cold-blast  iron,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  such  tests  to  ascertain  its  density,  strength,  and  other  qualities  as 
this  office  may  think  proper  to  institute. 

Third.  The  guns,  when  finished,  are  to  be  subject  to  proof  and 
inspection,  and  no  gun  will  be  received  and  paid  for  that  does  not  prove 
entirely  satisfactory  to  this  office. 

Fourth  The  guns  are  to  be  delivered  in  New  Orleans  at  the  expense  of 

th^^vUldruS'  ?-ut  thlV  wili  Pay  the  cost  of  inspection  and  proof. 
Fifth,  the  time  when  the  delivery  will  commence,  the  number  of 

place  of  delivery  ^  m°nth’  and  t,ie  Price  Per  pound  to  be  paid  at  the 

1  ou  will  gather  all  the  information  in  your  power  regarding  the 
probable  wants  tor  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  at  New  Orleans  and 
Saa;e  ^  :  Plea?e  rePresent  to  General  Lovell  that 

boats  atPNeSw  O,fl°r  ^  °f Ce  ,to  suPP]y  anJ  more  guns  for  the  gun- 
N  w  0r,H  ’  aPd  endeavor  to  obtain  from  him  a  portion  of 

of  the  Mim,i fr°T  t1be  navy  yard  at  Norfolk  for  the  shore  defenses 

Commander  MfiSell  )k°  Wlth  you  a,staf.  g'au^  to  be  delivered  to 
i  raider  Mitchell,  for  measuring  the  diameters  of  the  guns  before 

and  aftei  firing,  and  inform  that  officer  that  the  order  to  you  to  assist 

lm  in  proving  guns  has  been  countermanded,  to  be  sent  by  express 

tomZSd,  Vahe" you have completed  y»® wfn6Xern 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Minor, 

Lieutenant  It.  D.  Minor,  C.  S.  Navy,  in  Charge. 

Richmond ,  Va. 
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Armament  of  gunboats. 

Ivy ,  4  guns:  1  VM-inch,  1  32-pounder  (rifled),  2  24-pounder  brass 
howitzers. 

Jackson ,  2  guns:  2  VM-inch. 

McRae ,  8  guns:  1  IX-inch  Dahlgren,  6  32-pounders,  1  6-pounder 
(rifled).  ' 

General  Polk,  3  guns:  2  32-pounders  (rifled),  1  32-pounder  (smooth¬ 
bore). 

Calhoun ,  3  guns:  1  32-pounder  (rifled),  2  24-pounder  howitzers. 

Manassas ,  1  gun:  1  IX-inch  Dahlgren. 

Livingston ,  6  guns:  6  32-pounders  (rifled). 

iVew?  Orleans  Battery,  20  guns:  17  Vlll-inch,  2  32-pounders  (rifled), 
1  IX-inch  Dahlgren. 

Sighet's,  2  guns:  2  4-pounders  (rifled). 

Florida ,  6  guns:  2  IX-inch  Dahlgrens,  3  VUI-inch,  1  32-pounder 
(rifled). 

Pamlico ,  4  guns:  3  VUI-inch,  1  32-pounder  (rifled). 

Mobile ,  5  guns:  3  32-pounders  (smoothbore),  1  32-pounder  (rifled), 
1  VHI-inch. 

To  be  armed. 

Grosstete ,  6  guns,  about. 

Lizzie  Simmons ,  6  guns,  about. 

Tift’s  gunboat,  6  to  8  guns,  about. 

Porter’s  gunboat,  6  to  8  guns,  about. 

Hughes’  gunboat,  6  to  8  guns,  about. 

Memphis  batteiy,  18  guns. 

Leeds  &  Co.  are  making  20  32-pounders  (rifled)  and  12  6-pounders 
(brass,  rifled). 

Bryac  is  making  30  32-pounders  (rifled). 

Bennett  &  Lurges  are  making  12  brass  6-pounders  (rifled). 

There  are  6  VHI-inch  guns,  3  to  be  mounted  on  the  Memphis  and  3 
not  yet  certain  about  them;  these  last  are  at  the  lake. 

There  are  3  smoothbore  32-pounders  and  1  rifled  32-pounder  not  yet 
disposed  of.  Mr.  Irvine  can  point  them  out  at  any  time. 


Order  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  steamer'  Mary  Hill ,  to  relieve  the  steamer  Neptune  as  lookout. 


Galveston,  Tex.,  January  26,  1862. 

You  will  please  relieve  the  steamer  Neptune  as  the  lookout  vessel 
for  this  night  and  till  further  orders,  and  for  the  necessary  instructions 
in  relation  to  that  duty  please  let  me  meet  you  as  soon  as  possible  on 


board  the  steamer  Neptune. 
I  am,  respectfully, 


Wm.  W.  Hunter, 


Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Commander  of  the  steamer  Mary  Hill. 
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Extract  from  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to _  Major-  General  Lovell, 
C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  spies. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va. ,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir: 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 


If  you  arrest  a  Federal  officer  *  as  a  spy  he  is  to  be  put  to  death  with¬ 
out  the  slighest  hesitation,  in  accordance  with  the  Articles  of  War. 
Tyler’s  case,  to  which  you  refer,  was  not  that  of  a  spy;  he  did  not  go 
to  a  city  threatened  with  attack,  nor  foi"any  hostile  purpose;  he  went 
simply  to  see  and  bring  away  his  wife,  and  it  would  have  been  a  barba¬ 
rous  outrage  to  have  considered  or  treated  him  as  a  spy. 

*  *  *  -x-  *  *  * 


I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 


General  Mansfield  Lovell, 

New  Orleans ,  La. 


J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  L  lag- Officer  Hollins ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Dozier, 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Pamlico,  for  a  frequent  repeal 
of  movements. 


Commandant’s  Office,  Naval  Station, 

New  Orleans,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  report  with  frequency  to  this  office  your 
movements  on  the  lake  and  sound  [Mississippi].  Should  jtou  have  no 
favorable  opportunity  to  communicate  by  writing,  you  can  do  so 
through  the  wires. 


1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Dozier.  ^  ^ 

C.  S.  Gunboat  Pamlico,  Lake  Pontchartrain,  La. 


Order  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  oMcer 
of  steamer  John  F  Carr,  for  the  transportation  of  guns. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  January  31,  1862. 

u n s^f r on!  5 i  the,st%a^  under  your  command,  transport  two 

safelv  m  tl  o1/'  S  whaiA  Galveston’  to  Pelican  Spit.  Land  these 

on  BeaPs  wt  two#uns  from  Pelican  Spit  and  land  safely 

wharf  at  3  n  m  ’  ™ W0?' WheSe  gUns>  The  Suns  wil1  be  on  Kuhn’s 
wnair  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  1st  (to-morrow) 

xiespectfully, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy. 
Commander  of  the  steamer  John  F.  Carr. 


*  See  letter,  Lovell  to  Benjamin,  January  15,  1862. 
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Order  of  Flag -Officer  Hollins ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Dozier ,  (7. 
o.  Navy ,  restricting  naval  vessels  from  lying  at  wharves. 

Flagship  McRae, 

TVWj  Orleans ,  February  ./,  1862. 

Sir:  No  vessel  of  the  squadron  under  my  command  is  permitted 
from  this  date  to  go  alongside  of  any  wharf  unless  by  special  order 
from  me  to  that  effect. 

You  will  see  that  no  officer  under  your  command  sleeps  on  shore 
unless  by  special  permission  from  yourself. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Dozier, 

C.  S.  S.  Pamlico ,  Lake  Pontchartrain. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Hollins ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Dozier ,  O. 

S.  Navy ,  urging  economy  in  expenditure  of  ammunition. 

Flagship  McRae, 

New  Orleans ,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  communication  bearing  this  date  has  been  received. 

You  will  report  to  Commander  John  K.  Mitchell  the  condition  of 
your  boilers. 

The  scarcity  of  ammunition  at  the  present  time  is  very  great,  and 
that  circumstance  alone  ought  to  dictate  the  necessity  of  being  as  eco¬ 
nomical  as  possible  in  its  expenditure.  Jou  will  please  reserve  youi 
shots  for  when  the  enemy’s  vessel  should  be  within  the  full  range  of 
your  guns. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Dozier, 

c.  S.  S.  Pamlico ,  Lake  Pontchartrain. 


Order  of  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  steamet'  Colonel  Stef  regarding  transportation  of  wood. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  February  2,  1862. 

The  commander  of  the  steamer  Stell  will  please  xepoit  to  Captain 
John  S.  Sellers,  quartermaster  at  Galveston,  for  the  purpose  of  trans¬ 
porting  wood.  On  the  completion  of  this  duty  report  to  me  at  Gal¬ 
veston  with  all  dispatch. 

Resoectfullv  W*  W-  Hunter, 

Kespectruny,  Commander ,  G.  S.  Navy. 


JJnoificial  letter  from  Major  Forshey ,  C.  S.  Engineers ,  to  Commander 
Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  of  protection  for  the  inland 

tra(^e'  Camp  Esperanza, 

Pass  Cavallo,  February  2 ,  1862. 

Commodore:  The  enemy  has  evidently  discovered  the  valuable  and 
daily  increasing  trade  passing  by  our  inland  navigable  route,  and  are 
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watching  a  chance  to  cut  it  off.  This  was  the  object,  I  presume,  of 
the  attempt  upon  Velasco,  as  well  as  the  object  of  the  vigilance 
recently  shown  about  this  pass,  which  gives  full  view  of  the  passing 
commerce  at  Saluria  Bayou. 

The  salt  from  the  lakes  below  Corpus  Christi  and  the  vast  lead 
importation  from  Mexico  and  the  coffee  and  other  articles  now  com¬ 
ing  from  Matamoras  pass  up  this  route,  and  the  cotton  and  sugar 
going  out  in  return  pass  down  this  way.  A  constant  run  of  small 
craft  is  visible  from  outside,  and  it  would  be  easily  cut  off  at  this 
point  but  for  the  batteries  here. 

These  have  recently  been  removed  from  the  position  originally 
assumed  and  established  opposite  Pelican  Island,  where  the  command 
of  the  pass  is  complete.  The  works  are  laid  out  and  are  being  erected. 
The  fieldworks  I  have  planned,  and  we  are  begging  volunteer  slave 
labor  to  construct  them.  The  place  then  will  be  impregnable  against 
any  moderate  attack. 

Two  large  vessels  have  been  dogging  the  pass,  one  a  bark  and  the 
other  a  huge  frigate,  but  the  weather  has  been  so  misty  that  we  have 
only  seen  their  sails.  Both  are  gone  again,  but  the  bark  remained  some 
time  after  the  frigate’s  departure,  came  and  went  and  came,  and  cap¬ 
tured  the  McNeil  on  one  of  her  trips,  then  tried  to  tempt  us  out  with 
a  T  rench  flag,  which  she  used  all  the  time.  The  McNeil  was  a  schooner 
taking  cotton  out  from  Matagorda  Bay,  and  was  returning  from  Vera 
Cruz.  Doubtless  the  proper  officers  have  communicated  these  mat¬ 
ters  to  General  Hebert,  but  if  not  he  may  be  interested  to  know  the 
movements  of  Lincoln  along  this  portion  of  his  command,  and  you 
may  speak  of  my  letter  to  him. 

.  f  ke  force  here  is  quite  too  feeble  to  resist  a  land  force  of  any  mag¬ 
nitude,  Major  Shea  having  two  companies  of  artillery,  but  when  the 
line  of  fieldwork  shall  be  erected  (“A,”  “B”)  probablv  Colonel  [R.  R.] 
Garland  will  place  a  few  companies  of  the  reserve  regiment  here,  when 
the  place  will^  be  safe  against  any  force  likely  to  undertake  the  mere 
destruction  of  this  line  of  commerce.  There  is  a  possible  danger 
from  boats  carried  across  the  narrow  peninsula  of  Matagorda,  60  miles 
long  and  only  half  a  mile  wide,  intersected  bv  several  bayous  nearly 
cutting  it  asunder.  It  is  too  narrow  for  land  scouts,  as  they  would  be 
easily  captured  and  could  not  get  out  of  reach  of  fire  from  sea.  A 
boat  like  these  idle  pilot  boats  might  be  chartered  for  a  trifle  and 
kept  scouting  up  and  down  the  Matagorda  Bay  in  sight  of  the  whole 
peninsula  at  all  times.  Major  Shea  is  much  concerned  on  this  score. 
¥ftn  jf  ves?els  I  sported  you  at  Velasco  soon  showed  their  object,  as 
fir <U<1 h n no  h 6a r C '  •T111'!  Tl'k  ls  not  the  same  as  that.  She  attacked  or 
shots  PorwP1' T6,’  stationed  at  the  old  fort.  One  of  her 
after  the  attempt  ^  ’  ”0t  charged’  whlch  we  Picked  UP  a  daJ  or  two 
I  lemain,  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  G.  Forshey, 

Major  and  Engineer ,  Coast  Defenses. 

[Commander  W.  W.  Hunter  ] 
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Letter  from  Major  Shea,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Commander  Llunter ,  C.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  employment  of  pilot  boat  Lecompt  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  entrance  to  Matagorda  Bay. 

Camp  Esperanza, 

Near  Saluria,  Tex. ,  February  3,  1862. 
Captain:  I  submit  the  following  for  your  approval.  -  Our  advanced 
position  and  the  small  caliber  of  our  guns  render  it  necessary  that 
every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  prevent  a  surprise,  and  in  order 
to  more  fully  do  so,  I  have  chartered  at  an  expense  of  $20  per  day 
(the  owners  paying  all  expenses)  the  pilot  boat  Lecompt  to  act  as  a 
guard  and  patrol,  to  range  through  the  different  channels  and  up  and 
down  the  peninsula.  To  make  you  understand  more  fully  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  such  a  boat  to  act  in  concert  with  my  command,  I  would  most 
respectfully  refer  you  to  Map  No.  55,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  1857,  by 
which  you  will  see  the  formation  of  the  peninsula,  mainland,  etc. 
The  distance  from  us  to  the  peninsula  is  too  great  to  prevent  the  land¬ 
ing  of  troops,  and  the  extreme  narrowness  of  it  renders  it  untenable 
from  the  fact  that  it  can  be  easily  covered  by  the  fire  of  a  vessel  from 
the  Gulf,  hence  the  great  necessity  of  a  boat  properly  armed  to  be 
kept  constantly  on  the  lookout  to  prevent  marauding  parties  from 
landing  and  committing  their  thieving  depredations  on  citizens  living- 
on  the  peninsula.  Besides,  a  large  salt  trade  is  carried  on  between 
this  and  adjacent  bays,  with  Laguna  Madre,  by  which  our  whole  State 
and  a  great  portion  of  Louisiana  is  supplied.  Also  our  trade  with 
Mexico,  which  is  becoming  more  important  every  day,  consisting  of 
large  exports  of  cotton  and  the  importation  of  coffee,  munitions  of 
war  etc.,  all  of  which  is  entirely  unprotected  and  at  the  mercy  of 
Lincoln’s  boats,  all  of  which  can  be  easily  obviated  by  having  an  armed 

boat  in  our  bay.  .  ,  ,  .  ,  .  . 

Our  portion  of  the  coast  has  been  much  neglected,  but  owing  to  the 
meager  means  our  Government  has  had  of  assisting  us,  I  ha\  e  lefiained 
from  asking  for  many  things  deemed  almost  indispensable  for  our  own 
protection.  Being  placed  here  with  a  handful  of  men  to  guard  so 
extensive  and  exposed  a  position,  I  feel  that  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  myself 
and  command  to  place  them  at  least  on  some  sort  of  tenable  ground. 
Should  the  charter  meet  your  approval,  you  will  please  forward  us  at 
your  earliest  convenience  such  instructions  as  you  may  deem  necessary. 
If  not,  please  order  that  the  boat  be  discharged  and  paid  for  services 

rendered. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Dan.  D.  Shea, 

Major ,  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States,  Comdg.  Post. 


Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  Dept,  of  lexas , 


Galveston,  Tex. 


Letter  from  John  LI.  Sterrett,  esq.,  to  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  launching  of  the  steamer  Bayou  City. 

San  Jacinto,  [Tex.],  February  3,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:  I  will  launch  the  Bayou  City  on  Wednesday,  and  will  be 
ready  to  go  into  service  on  Friday  morning  if  you  require. 

'  Yours,  with  respect,  Jno.  H.  Sterrett. 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Galveston. 
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Memorial  sent  to  Commander  Hunter ,  C.  S.  Navy,  proposing  to  use 
the  sloop  Fanny  Morgan  to  lure  the  boats  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Santee. 


February  5,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  Believing  it  to  be  a  duty  that  we  owe  to  the  country 
and  ourselves  to  harass  and  annoy  as  far  as  lies  within  our  power  the 
lawless  and  unnatural  enemy  who  is  now  blockading  our  port,  we  sub¬ 
mit  to  you  this  memorial,  humbly  asking  your  consent  and  assistance. 

We  propose  taking  the  little  sloop  Fanny  Morgan ,  for  which  we 
shall  provide  the  1-pound  rifle  gun  invented  by  Mr.  Nichols,  of  this 
city,  and,  sailing  opt  to  the  beacon,  endeavor  to  draw  out  the  launches 
of  the  Santee ,  which  have  hitherto  so  readily  pursued  all  the  small 
craft  that  has  appeared  off  our  harbor,  and  if  possible  sink  them. 

Should  we  fail  in  this  we  propose  taking  a  few  shots  at  the  Santee , 
merely  to  try  the  gun,  which,  with  an  improved  ball,  we  believe  will 
carry  3  miles. 

Hoping  that  you  may  feel  disposed  to  grant  us  this  favor,  we  remain, 
with  highest  considerations  of  esteem,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  Herbert  Beazley. 


Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Department 


P.  F.  Appel,  C.  S.  Navy. 
W.  N.  Shaw,  C.  S.  Navy. 

of  Texas. 


Letter  from  W.  H.  Beazley ,  esq.,  to  Commander'  LIunter,  C.  S.  Navy 
explaining  the  cause  of  delay  in  getting  the  sloop  Fanny  Morgan  out 


Lynchburg,  [Tex.],  February  10,  1862. 

■  Dear  Sir:  1  hfve  been  unable  to  get  the  Fanny  Morgan  drawn  out 
in  ^  ways  bein£  occupied  by  other  vessels,  but  I  am 

have  Hone  fee 

nit}^ offered  fm-Tending^ t  ^  “  °PP°rtU' 

A  ith  highest  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  ^  '  H’  Beazley* 

Galveston. 


General,  order  of  the  commandant  naval  station.  New  Orleans  far  the 

Commandant’s  Office,  Naval  Station, 

/-i  New  Orleans,  February  13  '>1862 

pavSC’k.'efaminfngaU  steamCT,1Sv[,elTgi"§'  *°  thlS  8tatio'1  wilu* 

leading  out  to  sea  and  will  LL^V]"'  ln,a.Qy  °f  H1'-  passes  or  bayous 
as  may  be  found  « 
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collector  of  the  customs  and  also  a  passport  signed  by  the  commanding 
army  or  navy  officer  of  the  station,  or  other  competent  authority. 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commandant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  G.  Dozier, 

0.  S.  S.  Pamlico ,  New  Orleans. 


Extract  of  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major-  General  Bragg , 
C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  plan  for  strengthening  the  defenses  of 
Mobile. 

War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

•  Richmond ,  Fa.,  February  18 ,  1862. 

Sir: 


* 


*  *  *  *  *  * 


It  is  not  proposed  to  leave  any  force  at  all  at  Pensacola — a  weak 
garrison  would  inevitably  be  captured — but  it  is  deemed  advisable  to 
leave  an  effective  garrison  in  the  forts  in  Mobile  Harbor  and  provide 
an  ample  supply  of  food  for  them.  The  continuance  of  the  occupation 
of  the  forts  would  probably  defer  for  some  time  a  movement  against 
Mobile,  and  it  is  possible  might  prevent  the  capture  of  that  city,  but 
the  risk  of  its  capture  must  be  run  by  us. 

*  ****** 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Major-General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Mobile ,  Ala. 


J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Better  from  Commander  Blunter ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major  Shea ,  C.  S. 

Army ,  regarding  the  charter  of  the  pilot  boat  Lecompt. 

Galveston,  Tex.  ,  February  19 ,  1862. 

Major:  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  charter  by  you  of  the  pilot  boat  Lecompt ,  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States,  I  transmitted  the  same  to  General  P.  O.  Hebert, 
C.  S.  Arm v,  commanding  Military  District  of  Texas.  I  have  just 
received  his  authority  to  approve  the  same,  which  I  here  communicate 
to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter. 

Major  Daniel  D.  Shea, 

Provisional  Army ,  C.  S. 


Proclamation  by  the  President  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States 

of  America. 

The  termination  of  the  Provisional  Government  offers  a  fitting  occa¬ 
sion  again  to  present  ourselves  in  humiliation,  prayer,  and  thanksgiving 
before  that  God  who  has  safely  conducted  us  through  our  first  year  ot 
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national  existence.  We  have  been  enabled  to  lay  anew  the  foundations 
of  free  government  and  to  repel  the  efforts  of  our  enemies  to  destroy 
us.  Law  has  everywhere  reigned  supreme,  and  throughout  our  wide¬ 
spread  limits  personal  liberty  and  private  right  have  been  duly  honored. 
A  tone  of  earnest  piety  has  pervaded  our  people,  and  the  victories  which 
we  have  obtained  over  our  enemies  have  been  justly  ascribed  to  Him 
who  ruleth  the  universe. 

We  had  hoped  that  the  year  would  have  closed  upon  a  scene  of  con¬ 
tinued  prosperity,  but  it  has  pleased  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events 
to  order  it  otherwise.  We  are  not  permitted  to  furnish  an  exception 
to  the  rule  of  Divine  Government,  which  has  prescribed  affliction  as 
the  discipline  of  nations  as  well  as  of  individuals.  Our  faith  and  perse¬ 
verance  must  be  tested,  and  the  chastening  which  seemeth  grievous 
will,  if  rightly  received,  bring*  forth  its  appropriate  fruit.  • 

It  is  meet  and  right,  therefore,  that  we  should  repair  to  the  only 
Giver  of  all  victory,  and,  humbling  ourselves  before  Him,  should  pray 
that  He  may  strengthen  our  confidence  in  His  mighty  power  and  right¬ 
eous  judgment.  Then  may  we  surely  trust  in  Him  that  He  will  per¬ 
form  His  promise  and  encompass  us  as  with  a  shield. 

^  In  this  trust  and  to  this  end,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the 
Confederate  States,  do  hereby  set  apart  Friday,  the  28th  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  instant,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer,  and  I  do 
hereby  invite  the  reverend  clergy  and  people  of  the  Confederate  States 
to  repair  to  their  respective  places  of  public  worship  to  humble  them¬ 
selves  before  Almighty  God,  and  pray  for  His  protection  and  favor  to 
our  beloved  country,  and  that  we  may  be  saved  from  our  enemies  and 
from  the  hand  of  all  that  hate  us. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States,  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  this  20th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1862. 

[SEAL.]  ‘  JE 

fferson  Davis. 

By  the  President: 

Wm.  M.  Browne, 

Secretary  of  State  ad  interim. 


Abstract  log  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Bayou  City ,  Master  P.  F.  Appel  C  S 
Aavy,  commanding ,  December  16 ,  186 f  to  February  18,  1862. 

December 16— At  1:30  steamer  Stell  went  to  Bolivar  Point  to  tow  a 
baige  loaded  with  lumber  (Government  property)  to  the  city:  returned 

the  cliannel^r^'e  ^  *°W  ^  ^  P‘  m'  ^t  ®  P-  ni.  Neptune  went  out  into 
December  17.— Steamer  Neptune  went  out  on  the  lookout  station  at 

u  p.  Ill. 

returru'd^U  )lSpatCu  b?at  Fanny  Morgan  went  to  Pel-ican  Spit; 

manding  officer  at  ?tem8pitaV”g  her  disPfttches  to  «™- 

Stit'  to  take  tw  nA  nL  8t?amer  J-  r  Carr  went  to  Pelican 

bpit  to  take  two  18-pounder  guns  from  the  spit  to  Virginia  Point  bv 

oive6n  to  £mmS1?¥T?i,7P,,a  H°bert*  Information  being 

belonoln^  to  Te  TT,  iSrQr;that  hfe  boat  (Francis  metallic),  formerly 

belono-ino-  to  Mr  C  Tf*  store?  in  °ne  of  the  warehouses 

belonging  to  Mr.  C.  Hitchcock,  Commander  Hunter  took  charge  of 
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her  and  sent  her  to  San  Jacinto  to  be  repaired  and  put  in  sailing  trim 
by  Captain  L.  Smith,  commanding  steamer  General  Rusk ,  stationed  at 
San  Jacinto.  The  boat  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  steamer  Diana ,  of  the 
Houston  line.  Steamer  Neptune  went  on  the  lookout  station  at 
8:30  p.  m. 

December  20. — At  11  a.  m.  Mary  Hill  arrived  from  Pelican  Spit,  and 
returned  at  6  p.  m.  with  soldiers  stationed  at  the  spit.  At  6  p.  m.  the 
lookout  signaled  a  war  vessel  under  sail  in  the  offing.  Steamer  Nep¬ 
tune  went  in  the  channel  at  8:30.  At  10:30  p.  m.  a  false  alarm  was 
given  on  the  spit;  the  lookout  imagined  he  saw  boats  coming  in  from  sea. 

December  23. — At  5  p.  m.  steamer  John  F.  Carr  left  and  went  to 
Deer  Island,  by  order  of  the  commanding  general;  returned  at  7  p.  m. 
At  8:30  Neptune  went  out  into  the  channel. 

December  26. — Steamer  Neptune  tired  up  and  took  a  company  of 
soldiers  on  board,  but  could  not  leave  the  wharf,  wind  and  sea  being 


too  severe. 

December  27. — A  United  States  war  steamer  arrived  and  anchored 
outside.  At  7  p.  m.  the  wind  increased  gradually.  Boats  were 
observed  during  the  afternoon  pulling  from  the  steamer  to  the  Santee. 
At  anchor  now  outside  the  bar,  U.  S.  frigate  Santee ,  a  bark-rigged 
vessel,  and  a  war  steamer.  Neptune  went  out  into  the  channel. 

December  28. — At  8  p.  m.  steamer  Mary  Hill  received  orders  to 
proceed  to  San  Jacinto  to  take  a  load  of  firewood  from  there  to  Gal¬ 
veston  for  the  Government.  Steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf  at  8:30 
p.  m.  and  went  on  the  lookout  station. 

December  29. — A  small  lugger  arrived  from  Berwick  Bay,  having 
run  the  so-called  blockade.  The  lugger  was  loaded  with  tobacco  and 
bound  for  Tampico,  but  having  received  damages  at  sea,  ran  into 
Galveston  for  repairs  and  anchored  inside  Bolivar  Point.  Steamer 
Colonel  Stell  went  over  to  Pelican  Spit  to  take  the  Mary  HiWs  place 
during  her  absence.  Steamer  Neptune  went  on  the  lookout. 

December  30. — At  7  a.  m.  steamer  Stell  returned  from  Pelican  Spit. 
Signals  were  made  on  the  lookout  station  for  a  war  sail  vessel  standing 
to  the  westward  and  boats  of  the  Santee  in  chase  of  a  schooner.  The 
captain  of  the  lugger  (arrived  here  yesterday  from  Berwick  Bay) 
reports  that  a  schooner  left  Berwick  Bay  on  the  same  day,  loaded  with 
20  hogsheads  of  tobacco  for  Tampico.  The  schooner  was  boarded  by 
the  Santee  boats  and  afterwards  seen  standing  to  the  eastward.  At  1 
p.  m.  steamer  Colonel  Stell  left  and  went  to  Pelican  Spit  station  in  place 
of  Mary  Hill.  Steamer  John  F.  Carr  received  orders  to  prepare  for 
a  trip  to  Velasco.  Steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf  at  8:30  p.  m. 

December  31. — Steamer  Mary  Hill  returned  from  San  Jacinto  at  11 
a  m  with  115  cords  of  firewood  for  the  Government,  She  was 
ordered  by  Colonel  Nichols  to  proceed  to  Virginia  Point  and  there  to 
discharge  the  wood.  At  11:30  steamer  Stell  arrived  with  Captain 
[Charles  M.  ?]  Mason’s  company  on  board  from  Pelican  Spit.  Re¬ 
turned  to  the  spit  at  3  p.  m.  Steamer  Carr  left  at  daylight,  having 
received  orders  to  tow  the  dredge  boat  from  Velasco  to  Virginia  1  oint. 
The  two  first  guns  of  fourteen  destined  for  Galveston  arrived  to-day 
from  Liberty  on  the  steamer  Ruthven.  The  guns  left  New  Orleans 
in  September  and  have  been  on  the  way  from  New  Orleans  to  Galveston 
three  months.  An  article  in  the  Galveston  News,  taken  from  the  New 
York  Herald,  informs  us  that  nine  of  the  Santee's  crew  were  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  attempt  to  capture  the  Royal  1  acht.  It  further  states 
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that  the  Royal  Yacht  was  set  on  fire  and  totally  destroyed.  As  stated 
under  Friday,  November  8,  the  Royal  Yacht  was  discovered  on  fire 
and  saved,  having  received  no  serious  damages,  and  even  the  enemy’s 
boats  would  have  been  cut  off  had  Captain  Chubb  given  the  alarm 
signal.  Steamer  Neptune  left  the  wharf  at  9  p.  m. 

January  1 ,  1862.—  The  Bayou  City  went  over  to  Pelican  Spit  and 
returned  at  2  p.  m.  and  the  Neptune  left  at  8  p.  m. 

January  2.  — Steamer  Neptune  left  with  a  company  of  soldiers  on 
board  and  went  on  the  lookout  station  at  8:30  p.  m. 

January  3.  — A  U nited  States  schooner  and  a  bark  arrived  and  anchored 
astern  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  outside  the  bar.  At  11  a.  m.  three 
boats  of  the  Santee  chased  a  schooner,  but  the  wind  freshening  at  the 
time,  the  schooner  stood  off  and  escaped.  At  11:30  steamer  J.  F. 
Carr  returned  from  Velasco,  having  the  dredge  boat  in  tow.  At  2:30 
p.  m.  steamer  Mary  Hill  returned  from  V  i  rgina  Point,  having  discharged 
her  cargo  of  wood.  Commander  Hunter  ordered  her  to  go  to  Pelican 
Spit  and  take  the  place  of  the  Colonel  Stell.  The  Colonel  Stell  arrived 
at  the  city  at  6: 30  p.  m.  and  was  ordered  to  prepare  for  a  trip  to  Liberty. 
Neptune  went  out  into  the  channel  at  8:30. 

January  J — At  7  a.  m.  steamer  Colonel  Stell  left  with  orders  to 
proceed  to  Virginia  Point  and  to  take  thence  two  guns  to  Liberty. 
Not  being  able  to  get  the  guns  on  board  the  boat  without  assistance, 
and  assistance  having  been  refused  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  guns, 
under  pretext  that  he  had  received  no  orders  from  the  commanding 
general  to  that  effect,  the  boat  returned  to  the  city,  arriving  at  6  p.  m., 
and  reported  the  case  as  above  stated.  At  8  p/m.  the  Neptune  went 
on  the  lookout  station. 

January  5. — Schooner  William  came  down  from  Halfmoou  Shoals 
loaded  with  cotton  and  ready  to  run  the  blockade.  Anchored  in  the 
channel.  At  9  p.  m.  steamer  Neptune  went  out  in  the  channel. 

January  6. — Steamer  ,/.  F.  Carr  received  orders  to  take  the  place 
of  the  Mary  Hill  at  Pelican  Spit.  Mary  Hill  received  orders  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  San  J acinto.  Neptune  went  on  the  lookout  station  at  8 : 30  p.  m. 

January  7.  At  8:30  a.  m.  the  Mary  Hill  arrived  at  the  city  from 

e  lean  Spit.  At  9  a.  m.  the  Mary  Hill  left  the  wharf,  but  on  account 
of  bad  weather  had  to  anchor  below  Half  moon  Shoals  at  10:30.  At 
noon  weathei  moderated  and  she  proceeded  to  San  Jacinto,  where  she 
ai lived  at  6  p.  m.  Dispatch  boat  Fanny  Morgan  carried  dispatches 
to  steamer  Lucy  Gwmn ,  anchored  in  the  bay.  '  At  9:30  a.  m.  steamer 
/  F  Carr  went  to  Pelican  Spit  to  take  the  place  of  the  Mary  Hill. 

January  9.— At. 1  p  m.  the  Bayou  City ,  taking  the  Fanny  Morgan 
in  tow,  proceeded  to  the  mouths  of  Trinity  River,  where  she  arrived  at 
5:45  p.  m.;  made  fast  to  General  Chambers’  wharf  at  Anahuac.  The 
distance  from  here  to  Trinity  River  is  1  mile. 

Orders  were  given  at  once  to  fire  up,  and  at  12:30 
p.  m.  the  steamei  lett  the  wharf,  crossed  over  to  the  canal,  through  it 
into  the  pass  and  up  the  Trinity  River  to  a  small  settlement  called 
Wallisville,  where  she  arrived  at  2  p.  m.  The  distance  between  Wal- 
lisville  and  Anahuac  is  10  miles,  and  a  road  runs  from  here  to  Liberty 
Commander  Hunter  having  examined  the  place,  gave  orders  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  Twelve  miles  above  Wallisville  is  Morse’s  Bluff  Here  we 

MW,  Bluff  ’0  ?nm’,  The  distance  ^  land  between  Anahuac  and 
Moise  s  Bluff  is  20  miles,  and  an  excellent  road  leads  to  Liberty,  dis¬ 
tant  12  miles.  The  bluff  is  situated  at  the  east  side  of  the  river  and 
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about  20  feet  high.  The  river  between  Morse’s  Bluff  and  the  mouths 
is  very  narrow  and  deep;  only  a  few  settlers  live  on  the  banks  between 
Wallisville  and  the  bluff,  and  the  shores  on  both  sides  are  thickly 
wooded.  The  passes  at  the  mouth  of  Trinity  River  are  very  shallow, 
hardly  navigable  for  boats,  and  may  be  entirely  blocked  up  with  little 
expense  and  in  a  very  short  time,  as  there  is  an  abundance  of  drift 
logs.  In  the  Southwest  Pass  2  feet  of  water  will  be  found,  in  the 
Main  Pass  2£  feet,  in  the  Middle  Pass  2£  feet,  in  Anderson’s  Pass  2 
feet.  From  6  to  11  feet  may  be  carried  into  Turtle  Bay.  A  battery 
erected  on  Chambersia  would  command  the  passes.  At  7  p.  m.  the 
Bayou  City  returned  to  Wallisville,  where  she  remained  all  night  and 
took  in  a  supply  of  wood. 

January  11. — At  7  a.  m.  unmoored  and  returned  to  the  city.  Ar¬ 
rived  at  1  p.  m.  Found  the  steamer  Mary  Hill  alongside  the  wharf, 
•having  returned  from  San  Jacinto  on  the  10th  with  wood  and  Captain 
[  G.  W.  ]  McMahan’s  cavalry  company  on  board. 

January  12. — At  2  p.  m.  Commander  Hunter  left  the  city  in  the 
Fanny  Morgan ,  steering  for  Virginia  Point,  where  we  arrived  at  3:30 
p.  m.  Commander  Hunter  inspected  the  works,  ordnance,  and  ord¬ 
nance  stores  and  returned  to  the  city  at  5  p.  m.  Steamer  Colonel  Stell 
took  the  place  of  the  Neptune  on  the  lookout. 

January  13. — The  lookout  steamer  could  not  leave  the  wharf  on 
account  of  the  heavy  weather  and  sea  in  the  bay. 

January  1J — The  Neptune  went  on  the  lookout  station,  but  returned 
before  daylight  on  account  of  the  gale. 

January  16. — The  Fanny  Morgan  went  out  at  6:30  a.  m.  for  Pelican 
Spit,  with  J.  Kellersberg,  captain  of  engineers,  on  board.  Returned 
to  the  cit}T  at  12  meridian.  Neptune  went  out  in  the  channel  at 

9  p.  m. 

January  17. — Neptune  left  at  8  p.  m.  Steamer  Mary  Ilill  received 
orders  to  take  a  company  of  soldiers  and  100  horses  to  Bolivar  Point. 

January  18. — At  4  p.  m.  Captain  Menard’s  cavalry  company  went 
on  board  of  the  Mary  Hill.  The  boat  left  at  4:30  p.  m.,  having -a 
barge  in  tow  loaded  with  horses,  and  landed  soldiers  and  horses  at 
Bolivar  Point.  Returned  to  the  city  at  6:30  p.  m.  The  Neptune  left 
at  9  p.  m. 

January  20. — At  8  a.  m.  steamer  John  F.  Carr  came  from  her  sta¬ 
tion  at  Pelican  Spit  to  the  city,  having  on  board  some  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  stationed  on  the  spit.  Returned  at  3  p.  m.  Steamer 
Mary  Hill  received  orders  to  go  the  Pelican  Spit  and  to  load  there  with 
shells  for  Fort  Point.  Left  at  10  a.  m.  Colonel  Stell  went  to  Lynch¬ 
burg  at  1  p.  m.  An  armed  bark  under  the  United  States  flag  ex¬ 
changed  shots  with  the  battery  at  Velasco.  Twenty-two  shots  were 
fired  without  doing  any  damage.  The  Neptune  left  the  wharf  at 

10  p.  m. 

January  21.—  Steamer  Bayou  City  towed  the  dredge  boat  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  Point;  returned  at  6  p.  m.  Neptune  left  at  9  and  went  on  the 
lookout  station. 

January  Steamer  Mary  H%U,  loading  with  shells  at  Pelican 
Island,  hauled  off  and  anchored  in  the  bay.  The  gale  increased  till 
noon.  Dispatch  boat  Fanny  Morgan  left  at  2  p.  m.  and  took  out 
orders  to  the  Mary  Hill  to  proceed  to  Tory’s  Landing,  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  San  Jacinto.  Returned  at  8  p.  m.  The  Neptune  could 
not  leave  the  wharf  on  account  of  the  gale. 
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January  23.  —  Mary  Hill  proceeded  to  San  J acinto  at  4  a.  m .  Steamer 
Colonel  Stell  arrived  at  the  city  at  11  a.  m.  John  F.  Carr  arrived  at 
2  p.  m. ;  returned  to  the  spit  at  6,  and  the  Neptune  went  on  the  look¬ 
out  station  at  8:30  p.  m.  A  bark  under  the  United  States  flag,  and 
armed,  came  up  from  the  westward  and  anchored  outside  the  bar. 

January  2J — Neptune  took  her  station  in  the  channel  at  9  p.  m. 

January  25. — Neptune  left  at  10:30,  detained  by  the  nonappearance 
of  the  company  of  soldiers  detailed  for  this  night’s  service. 

January  26. — At  daylight  the  Neptune  came  alongside  the  Bayou 
City.  Put  all  arms  and  ammunition  of  the  Bayou  City  on  board  of 
her,  and  at  9:30  the  Bayou  City  left  for  Lynchburg,  to  be  hauled  out 
of  the  water  and  painted.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Mary  Hill  returned  from 
San  Jacinto  with  a  load  of  shells  to  be  used  at  the  fortifications  on 
Fort  Point.  A  United  States  sloop  of  war  arrived  and  anchored  out¬ 
side  the  bar.  Mary  Hill  received  orders  to  take  the  Neptune’s  place* 
as  guard  vessel,  and  left  at  8:30  p.  m. 

January  27. — Two  United  States  schooners  arrived  and  anchored. 
At  8:30  Mary  JIM  went  on  the  lookout  station.  At  anchor  outside 
the  bar,  U.  S.  frigate  Santee ,  one  sloop  of  war,  one  armed  bark,  and 
two  schooners.  During  the  night  the  sloop  of  war  left. 

January  28. — Steamer  Mary  Hill  towed  a  barge  loaded  with  shell 
to  Fort  Point,  and  returned  at  2  p.  m.  Went  on  the  lookout  station 
at  8:30  p.  m. 

January  30. — Mary  Hill  went  on  the  lookout  station  at  9  p.  m. 

January  31. — Steamer  Colonel  Stell  took  in  stores  and  forage  for 
Captain  Menard’s  company,  stationed  at  Bolivar  Point.  Steamer  J.  F. 
Carr  arrived  at  11  from  Pelican  Spit  and  returned  at  4  p.  m.  At  5 
one  of  the  United  States  vessels  outside  of  the  bar,  a  bark,  made  sail, 
steering  to  the  eastward.  Steamer  Mary  Ilill  went  on  the  outlook 
station. 


February  1.. — At  8  a.  m.  a  United  States  steamer  arrived  and 
anchored  outside  of  the  bar;  supposed  to  be  the  regular  supply 
steamer.  A  bark  arrived  at  2  p.  m.,  supposed  to  be  the  same  that  left 
yesterday.  Steamer  J.  F.  Carr  arrived  at  2  p.  m.  and  took  two  guns 
over  to  Pelican  Spit.  Steamer  Colonel  Stell  returned  from  Bolivar 
Point.  Steamer  Mary  Ilill  left  at  9  p.  m.  and  went  on  the  lookout 
station. 

February  2.  Steamer  Colonel  Stell  received  orders  to  proceed  to 
Lreen’s  Bayou;  left  at  1:30  p.  m.  Fanny  Morgan  left  at  4:30  for 
Pelican  Spit,  but  had  to  return  to  the  wharf  at  7:30.  Mary  Ilill  went 
out  in  the  channel.  United  States  war  steamer  left. 

February  J.  Dispatch  boat  Fanny  Morgan  went  to  Pelican  Spit 
and  returned  at  1:30  p.  m.  Mary  Hill  went  on  the  lookout  station. 
Steamer  Diana  took  a  barge,  chartered  by  Commander  Hunter,  to 
Lynchburg  for  repairs. 

February  5.  Steamer  Colonel  Stell ,  Captain  Kelsey,  arrived  from 
Ureens  Bayou  with  wood  for  the  quartermaster’s  department, 
bteamer  John  F  Carr  received  orders  to  take  from  Kuhn’s  wharf  to 
Jrelican  Spit  solid  shot  and  ammunition  on  the  6th.  Mary  Hill  took 
her  station  as  guard  boat  at  9  p.  m. 

February  6.  At  la.  m.  steamer  John  F.  Carr  arrived.  At  10  dis¬ 
patch  boat  Finny  Morgan  left  for  Morgan’s  Point,  Commander  Hun¬ 
ter  having  given  orders  to  take  her  on  the  ways  and  clean  and  paint 
her  bottom.  Steamer  Carr  remained  at  the  wharf  waiting  for  some 
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of  the  ammunition  to  come.  Steamer  Mary  Hill  took  her  station  in 
the  channel  at  9  p.  m. 

February  7. — At  9  a.  m.  steamer  Bayou  City  returned  from  Lynch  - 
burg.  At  4  p.  m.  United  States  steamer,  supposed  to  be  the  Niagara, 
arrived  and  anchored  outside  of  the  bar.  Schooner  Sam  Houston 
dropped  her  anchor  to  the  windward  of  the  Santee.  During  night 
strong  gales  from  the  northward;  steamers  Carr  and  Mary  Hill  had  to 
remain  alongside  the  wharf. 

February  8. — At  1:30  p.  m.  steamer  Neptune  left  and  proceeded  to 
Virginia  Point  and  towed  from  the  railroad  bridge  a  barge  to  the  city. 

February  9.  — After  daylight  the  weather  moderated  so  that  the 
steamer  Carr  could  proceed  to  Pelican  Spit  and  land  her  cargo  and 
ammunition  there.  Steamer  Neptune  relieved  the  Mary  Hill  and 
went  on  the  lookout  station  at  9  p.  m. 

February  10.—  At  8  a.  m.  steamer  John  F.  Carr  came  from  Pelican 
Spit;  returned  at  11  a.  m.  A  three-masted  schooner  hove  in  sight. 
At  2  p.  m.  steamer  Colonel  Stell  left  for  Lynchburg.  During  the 
afternoon  Commander  Hunter  inspected  the  fortifications  at  the  dif¬ 
ferent  points.  Steamer  left  at  9  p.  m.  and  went  out  into  the  channel. 
Four  United  States  vessels  at  anchor  outside  the  bar. 

February  11. — During  the  day  boats  were  seen  passing  between  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Santee  and  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Niagara.  At  7:30 
p.  m.  the  three-masted  schooner  left,  steering  to  the  eastward;  Neptune 
left  at  9  p.  m.  with  two  companies  of  soldiers  on  board  and  took  her 
station  in  the  channel. 

February  12. — At  8  p.  m.  a  schooner  anchored  outside,  supposed  to 
be  the  supply  vessel  for  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee. 

February  1J — At  2  p.  m.  steamer  Mary  Hill  went  to  Bolivar  Point 
and  returned  before  dark.  At  4  p.  m.  a  United  States  schooner  fired 
about  twenty  shots  toward  the  island  at  a  distance  of  3  miles.  The 
fire  was  not  returned  by  the  batteries,  as  it  was  believed  that  her 
object  was  to  find  out  where  our  batteries  are  situated.  The  schooner 
returned  to  her  anchorage  before  dark.  The  Neptune  took  her  station 
at  9  p.  m. 

February  16. — Steamer  Mary  Hill  left  the  wharf  at  2  p.  m.  and  went 
to  the  Pelican  Spit,  where  she  landed  a  gun  and  carriage,  and  returned 
to  the  city  at  1  p.  m.  Neptune  went  on  the  lookout  at  9  p.  m. 

February  18. — At  1:30  p.  m.  dispatch  boat  Fanny  Morgan  returned 
from  Morgan’s  Point.  Neptune  took  her  station  in  the  channel. 
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FROM  FEBRUARY  22,  1862,  TO  JUIY  17,  1865. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  exchange 

of  vessels  between  the  East  and  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 

Ship  Island ,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  remote  positions  of  certain  vessels  in  the 
squadron  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  we  have  determined,  in  conformity 
with  the  directions  of  the  Department,  to  exchange  them,  their  quali¬ 
ties  being  such  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  great  object  in  view.  They 
are  as  follows,  viz: 

Western  Gulf  Squadron.  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Midnight . for . Ethan  Allen. 

Preble . for . J.  L.  Davis. 

Montgomery . for . R.  R.  Cuyler. 

New  London . for . 

The  last-named  vessel  being  absolutely  necessary  to  command  the 
inland  passage,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Read  having  made  her 
such  a  terror  to  the  Confederates  in  this  quarter,  Flag-Officer  McKean 
and  myself  determined  that  justice  to  the  service  required  me  to  keep 
her,  and  I  will  hereafter  give  him  some  other  vessel  in  her  stead,  all 
of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  G. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Howell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report 
regarding  boat  expedition  under  Lieutenant  Grosman ,  U.  8.  Navy , 
for  the  pursuit  of  a  sailboat  off  Cedar  Leys ,  I  la.,  February  2f,  166^. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys,  February  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  accompanying  report  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Crosman,  relative  to  a  boat  expedition  which  left  this  vessel  on  the 
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evening  of  the  24th  instant.  Although  unsuccessful  in  its  object,  1 
would  beg  to  mention  (from  the  testimony  of  witnesses)  Lieutenant 
Crosman’s  gallantry  on  that  occasion.  He  it  was  who  killed  oi 
wounded  the  man  seen  to  fall,  and  when  the  prize  capsized  he  pulled 
back,  under  fire,  and  scuttled  her.  Although  I  much  regret  the  loss 
of  a  man,  and  shall  not  permit  any  more  expeditions  for  the  present, 
under  similar  circumstances,  yet  the  expeditions  have  been  of  much 
service  in  developing  the  characters  of  men  and  officers,  and  have  had 
a  beneficial  effect  on  the  crew  generally. 

I  also  enclose  certificates  relative  to  the  money  chest  and  paymas¬ 
ter’s  receipts,  etc. 

Paymaster  William  Hennessy  reported  for  duty  on  the  20th  instant. 

Everything  is  quiet  about  Cedar  Keys. 

I  have  on  board  59  tons  coal. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  the  letter  sent 
to  Cedar  Keys  under  the  flag  of  truce  with  the  prisoners.  It  was 
omitted,  by  some  accident,  in  my  communication  by  the  Rhode  Island. 
Paymaster  Hennessy  reports  that  we  have  now  two  months’  provisions 
on  board.  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  hastily. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Tahoma, 

Off  Sea  Horse  Key ,  Fla. ,  February  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  at  4:30  p.  m.  a  boat 
expedition,  consisting  of  the  Fanny ,  with  6  men,  under  command  of 
Acting  Master  H.  A.  Hurley,  and  the  Daisy ,  myself  in  charge  of  both 
crews,  numbering  11  men,  armed  with  Sharps  rifles,  cutlasses,  and 
pistols,  started  in  pursuit  of  a  sailboat  which  had  been  endeavoring 
to  communicate  with  Depot  Key  from  the  mainland,  with  the  view 
also,  and  principally,  to  cut  out  a  schooner  which  wTas  lying  on  the 
boat  channel  between  Cedar  Keys  and  the  main.  We  passed,  under 
sail,  the  entrance  to  the  channel,  reconnoitering  closely  a  stockade  of 
palmetto  logs,  on  the  north  side,  probably  an  old  Indian  fort,  and  took 
possession  of  the  boat  which  had  attracted  the  attention  of  our  look¬ 
outs.  The  schooner,  one  with  white  mastheads,  was  then  in  sight,  but 
on  the  other  side  of  the  trestle  work,  upon  which  the  railway  is  laid, 
connecting  Cedar  Keys  with  the  mainland. 

Darkness  came  on,  and  I  had  only  time  to  scuttle  a  skiff  which  was 
lying  at  the  salt-making  station  where  the  sailboat  was  anchored,  and 
to  remove  a  quantity  of  carpenter’s  tools  in  the  boat,  before  pulling 
out  among  the  small  keys  of  the  channels,  where,  choosing  a  position 
beyond  musket  range  of  any  clump,  I  anchored  for  the  night.  At 
daylight  the  tide  was  ebb,  and  it  was  necessary  to  wait  until  about  8 
o’clock  before  moving.  Towing  the  prize  into  the  boat  channel,  I 
pulled  for  the  open  water.  The  schooner  had  slipped  her  chain  during 
the  night  as  she  was  nowhere  in  sight. 

As  we  came  opposite  the  stockade  at  the  entrance  to  the  channel, 
moving  very  slowly  at  the  time,  against  the  strong  flood  tide  and  fresh 
wind,  a  body  of  infantry ,  numbering  about  30,  advanced  deliberately  to 
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the  water’s  edge  and  fired  a  volley.  The  distance  was  about  150  yards. 
Twenty  minutes  elapsed  between  the  first  and  last  shots,  during- which 
we  managed  to  tow  the  prize  clear  of  the  keys. 

Mr.  Hurley  and  myself  were  the  only  ones  who  returned  the  fire, 
the  men  being  too  busy,  necessarily,  at  the  oars.  One  man,  supposed 
to  be  an  officer,  was  seen  to  throw  up  his  arms  and  fall.  As  they  were 
in  skirmishing  order  it  would  have  been  useless  for  my  men,  in  groups, 
as  they  were,  to  fire,  and  besides  it  would  have  involved  the  loss  of 
the  sloop.  When  be}rond  reach  sail  was  made,  but  the  sailboat  cap¬ 
sized.  Efforts  were  made,  under  the  fire  of  the  soldiers,  who  waded 
out  toward  us,  to  right  her,  but  after  some  time  spent  ineffectually  I 
scuttled  her  and  made  sail  for  the  ship.  One  shot  went  through  the 
Daisy' s  ensign,  one  struck  her  on  the  counter,  and  two  forward.  John 
B.  Patterson,  seaman,  while  pulling  his  oar,  after  we  had  gained  the 
open  water,  was  struck  in  the  eye  by  a  musket  bullet  and  instantly 
killed.  Two  shots  Struck  the  Fanny.  No  one  else  was  hurt  in  either, 
the  shots  generally  being  too  high.  All  did  their  duty,  Acting  Master 
Hurley,  Arthur  Aimer,  sailmaker’s  mate,  and  Lewis  Chester  being 
conspicuous. 

Iam,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant ,  U  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Howei.l, 

U.  S.  S.  Tahorna ,  off  Cedar  Keys. 


Circular  of  Flay-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  release  of 

captured  civilians. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island ,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir:  You  may  release  such  persons  from  the  rebel  States  as  shall  be 
captured,  provided  they  are  civilians,  not  in  the  rebel  service,  and  are 
not  known  to  have  engaged  in  any  act  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  and  are  not  needed  as  witnesses.  Before  their  release 
they  will  be  required  to  sign  a  written  parole  not  to  engage  in  any 
hostile  act  against  the  United  States  during  the  present  rebellion. 

I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

1  Wm  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Division  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S',  lark  Kingfisher,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel 
of  the  schooner  Lion,  formerly  Alexander. 


U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 

Off  South  West  Pass,  March  f  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  25th  ultimo,  at  4:15 
p.  m.,  latitude  26°  46'  N.,  longitude  93°  32.  W. ,  I  boarded,  after 
chasing  her  420  miles  during  three  days  and  nights  and  thrice  losing 
sio-ht  of  her,  a  schooner  under  British  colors,  which  had  refused  to 
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heave  to  or  show  any  flag',  after  having  four  shots  fired  at  her  the 
afternoon  previous,  and  only  did  so  at  last  on  our  sending  a  shell  so 
close  to  her  as  to  show  that  escape  was  no  longer  possible. 

She  proved  to  be  the  Lion,  formerly  the  Alexander ,  of  Parkersville, 
Tex. ,  commanded  by  George  S.  Anderson,  belonging  provisionally  to 
Havana,  and  owned  there,  according  to  provisional  register  from  the 
British  consul  at  that  port  to  John  McLennan,  British  merchant,  there 
resident.  She  is  82ff  tons  burden,  was  manned  by  a  crew  of  8  men 
including  captain  and  mate,  and  sailed  from  Havana  February  20  for 
Matamoras,  with  the  following  cargo:  250  bags  of  coffee,  4  boxes  of 
articles  of  leather,  30  boxes  soap,  2  boxes  preserves,  1  box  of  codfish 
in  one-fourth  packages,  50  boxes  sheet  tin,  1  barrel  block  tin  (estano), 
1  box  of  gum  shellac,  1  box  containing  100  packages  gold  leaf,  2  bar¬ 
rels  camphor,  2  barrels  niter,  100  boxes  of  1  quintal  each  gunpowder. 

The  captain  declared  that  he  had  no  log  book,  no  letters  of  instructions 
from  her  alleged  owner,  no  manifest,  no  charter  party,  no  advices  to 
consignees,  only  a  letter  of  introduction  to  one  Francisco  Armendiaz  in 
Matamoras,  and  could  not  inform  me  where  or  bv  whom  the  carp-o  was 
owned. 

A  Confederate  flag  was  found  in  her  cabin  and  the  captain  and  mate 
both  stated  that  she  left  New  Orleans  on  or  about  the  15th  January 
last,  ran  the  blockade  with  a  cargo  of  200  bales  of  cotton  (they  declined 
stating  at  what  point,  but  from  a  track  laid  down  on  one  of  the  charts 
found  on  board  there  is  little  doubt  it  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Atchafa- 
laya),  arrived  at  Havana  on  February  10  and  was  put  under  British 
ownership  two  days  later  (as  shown  by  her  provisional  register), 
immediately  on  her  cargo  being  discharged. 

She  had  on  board  when  captured  the  mate  and  four  men,  who  com¬ 
posed  her  crew  when  as  the  Alexander  she  ran  the  blockade. 


In  view  of  these  facts  I  took  possession  of  her  and  put  on  board 
Master’s  Mate  Charles  E.  Sloan  as  prize  master  with  a  crew  of  six 
men  and  orders  to.  proceed  to  this  point  and  await  my  arrival, 
there  being  at  the  time  another  schooner  in  sight  to  windward  which 
I  was  anxious  to  get  hold  of  if  possible,  but  escaped  during  the  night. 

l  ai lived  here  at  b  p.  m.  of  2d  instant  and  found  the  Lion  safe  at 
anchor  But  during  a  very  severe  norther  which  set  in  three  hours 
later  she  broke  from  her  moorings,  was  driven  out  to  sea,  and  has  not 
yet  returned,  though  the  wind  being  now  favorable  I  look  for  her 
confidently  by  nightfall  or  early  to-morrow  morning. 

She  will  on  her  return  proceed  without  delay  to  Key  West  for  adju¬ 
dication,  her  build  being  such  as  to  render  her  unseaworthy  for  the 
passage  to  any  of  our  Northern  ports  at  this  season  of  the  year  I 
transmit  herew^h  a  full  and  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew 
attached  to  this  vessel  at  the  date  of  the  capture  of  the  Lion,  as  required 

UnftedStates  act  ior  ^e  better  government  of  the  Navy  of  the 


Department  act*on  maJ  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  P.  COUTHOUY, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Amy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Winn ,  0.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U  S.  baric  James  L.  Davis,  of  arrival  off  Cedar  Keys  for  the 
relief  of  the  TJ.  S.  8.  Tahoma. 


Sir: 

*  * 


U.  S.  Bark  James  L.  Davis, 

Cedar  Keys,  March  6,  1862. 

*  *  *  •*  * 


l  arrived  here  2d  instant  to  relieve  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Tahoma,  which 
was  ordered  to  Apalachicola  and  sailed  for  there  4th  instant.  I 
am  anchored  about  three-eighths  of  a  mile  from  Sea  Horse  Key,  on 
which  the  light- house  stands,  2  miles  from  Depot  Key,  and  about  2£ 
miles  from  Way  Key.  The  first  two  named  keys  are  evacuated,  but 
on  Way  Key  it  is  said  there  are  1,000  troops.  We  can  plainly  see 
men  moving  about  the  island  last  named,  and  if  the}r  had  a  rifle  can¬ 
non  they  could  very  easy  riddle  this  ship,  as  I  am  in  a  position  where 
I  can  not  get  out  over  the  bar  except  at  high  water  and  a  fair  wind. 
At  high  water  there  is  from  9  to  12  feet  on  the  bar,  according  to 
which  way  the  wind  is.  A  southerly  wind  drives  the  tide  in  and  a 
northerly  wind  (which  is  a  fair  wind  out)  drives  the  tide  out.  Y  ou  will 
readily  perceive  I  can  not  only  get  out  but  by  being  towed  out.  I 
was  placed  here  in  this  position  by  Commander  Howell,  of  the 
Tahoma ,  and  shall  do  my  utmost  to  defend  the  ship  and  obey  my 
orders  from  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  Winn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Hughes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  _  S. 
Water  ' Witch,  regarding  the  capture  of  Confederate  schooner  William 
Mallory. 

U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 

At  Sea,  March  6,  1862. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  5th  instant,  when 
off  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  west  coast  of  Florida,  I  seized  as  a  prize  to  this 
vessel  the  rebel  schooner  William  Mallory,  of  Mobile,  from  Havana 
February  28,  bound  wherever  she  could  make  a  port.  She  ran  the 
blockade  at  Mobile  on  January  30,  j.862,  having  from  the  account  or 
her  master,  Colin  J.  Campbell,  passed  out  of  the  main  ship  channel 


She  is  a  schooner  of  108  tons  burden,  and  is  a  remarkably  fast, 
sailer.  We  chased  her  for  five  hours  and  were  obliged  to  fire  at  her 

several  times  to  make  her  heave  to. 

Her  papers  had  all  been  destroyed  ana  two  rebel  flags  had  been 
thrown  overboard  before  we  took  possession  of  the  prize.  Hie  ha 
an  English  flag  at  her  peak  when  we  boarded  her.  Her  cargo  is 
an  assorted  one.  I  have  sent  her  to  the  port  of  Key  West  oi 
adjudication. 
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Enclosed  I  send  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  attached  to 
this  vessel  at  the  time  the  capture  was  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  Hughes, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cate ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  hark  Pursuit ,  regarding  the  capture  hy  that  vessel  of  the 
schooner  Anna  Belle. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit,  March  7,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Anna  Belle  by 
this  vessel.  We  fell  in  with  her  at  4  p.  m.  on  the  6th  instant  in  lati¬ 
tude  29°  20'  and  longitude  85°  22'  under  close  reefs.  When  within  a 
mile  of  her  1  ordered  a  shot  fired  across  her  bow;  she  took  no  notice 
of  it;  after  the  second  shot  she  ran  up  the  American  flag,  but  as  she 
looked  so  much  like  a  Southern-built  vessel  1  ordered  the  third  shot 
to  be  fired  over  her,  when  she  hauled  down  the  American  flag  at  half- 
mast  and  wore  around.  We  soon  had  her  within  hail.  There  being 
a  very  heavy  sea  on  and  unsafe  to  lower  a  boat,  I  ordered  her  to  lay 
by  us  till  morning  with  a  light  up,  which  she  did;  this  morning  hav¬ 
ing  moderated  we  lowered  a  boat  and  took  possession  at  once.  The 
papers  found  on  board  were  register  and  crew  list  dated  at  Mobile  and 
headed  Confederate  States  of  America;  also  a  copy  of  an  insurance 
policy  dated  at  New  Orleans.  The  schooner  was  leaking,  and  as  she 
was  laboring  heavily  1  dispatched  her  as  soon  as  possible  in  charge  of 
Charles  K.  Harris,  master’s  mate,  as  prize  master  with  all  the  papers, 
the  captain  and  two  of  the  crew,  and  trusted  to  the  mail  steamer  to 
forward  my  reports,  but  we  have  seen  nothing  of  her.  I  therefore 
take  this  my  first  opportunity  to  forward  papers,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

David  Cate, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Second  report  of  Lieutenant  Hughes ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

muJ!MMa,7ardmg  th‘  ***"  °f  tU  0<mfedemti  “*“»«• 

U.  S.  S.  Water  Witch, 

c  At  Sea ,  March  8 ,  1862. 

I  have  to the  Aagshi  p  on  Tuesday  morning  the  4th  instant 

violent  winder!  Lhat  When  T°ft  San^  Rosa  Sound,  on  account  of  the 

which^mi  had  dilea75  SGaVI  7aS  °bll§-ed  t0  cut  the  schooner  adrift 
which  you  had  directed  me  to  tow,  in  order  to  get  off  a  lee  shore  the 

wind  blowing  a  gale  from  the  southward  and  westward.  ’ 

mv  coursJ'toSrAnd^6’5^’  the  wvi  having  abated>  I  continued  on 
my  course  to  fet.  Andrew  s  Bay.  While  off  that  point  I  gave  chase  to 

E^lhSrf’to  l"  .Tturi,"S  af  ter  “  P«v8uit?f  five  horns! 

inp.  sbhe  nroved  tr^bc  !  Sihotito  make  her  heave  to-  Upon  board- 
e  t  i!  vtb  rebel  schooner  William  Mallory ,  of  Mobile 

from  Havana,  28th  February,  with  an  assorted  cargo.  ’ 
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I  placed  Acting  Master  Joseph  A.  Titcomb,  assisted  by  Master’s 
Mate  Charles  E.  Norbery,  and  a  prize  crew  of  six  men  on  board  of 
her,  with  orders  to  keep  in  company  with  us  during  the  night. 

We  then  shaped  our  course  for  Apalachee  Bay,  hoping  to  fall  in 
with  you  on  the  following  morning.  At  noon  of  the  6th,  the  wind 
being  S.  S.  W.,  in  attempting  to  reach  the  anchorage  off  St.  Marks, 
this  vessel  touched  on  a  shoal  to  the  eastward  of  the  Southwest  Cape, 
from  which  I  do  not  think  we  have  sustained  anj’’  great  damage.  We 
succeeded  in  getting  off  without  difficulty.  Soon  after  the  wind  fresh¬ 
ened  into  a  gale  from  S.  W.,  which  obliged  me  to  haul  off  the  land. 
During  the  gale  we  lost  sight  of  the  schooner,  but  before  we  had 
parted  company  I  directed  Mr.  Titcomb  to  make  the  best  of  his  way 
to  Key  West  in  the  event  of  such  a  contingency. 

Thus  }Tou  will  see  that  we  had  encountered  two  gales  since  parting 
from  the  flagship  at  Mobile.  Our  little  vessel  labored  very  heavily, 
the  machinery  much  strained,  the  boiler  not  being  trustworthy,  and 
the  senior  engineer  reporting  to  me  at  the  time  that  there  was  not 
more  than  four  days’  coal  on  board,  being  barely  sufficient  to  take  us 
to  Key  West,  1  determined  to  proceed  to  that  port  without  delay. 

Trusting  that  what  I  have  done  will  be  approved  by  you,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  Hughes, 
lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Winn ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  advisability  of  occupying  Way  Key ,  Cedar  Keys,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Bark  James  L.  Davis, 

Cedar  Keys ,  March.  8,  186%. 

Sir:  Way  Key,  which  is  but  a  few  rods  from  the  main  and  connected 
to  it  by  a  trestle  bridge,  is  the  termination  of  the  Fernandina  Railroad. 
If  it  is  of  any  importance  to  the  United  States  Government,  any  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  can  be  landed  on  it,  under  cover  of  our  rifled  cannon,  on 
a  steamer  drawing  9  to  10  feet  water.  On  it  are  several  tine  houses 
and  a  large  depot.  There  are  several  fine  houses  and  a  depot  on  Depot 
Key,  which  is  but  a  few  rods  from  Way  Key  and  was  connected  to  it 
by  a  trestle  bridge,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Hatteras 
when  she  took  the  place.  On  it  we  can  see  large  quantities  of  sawed 
lumber.  To  all  appearances  it  has  every  convenience  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  a  large  number  of  troops.  Wood  and  water  are  abundant. 

I  am  as  near  as  I  can  get  to  the  Key,  with  the  ship  drawing  10*  feet 
water.  It  is  large,  2  miles  distant,  and  my  battery  will  scarcely 
reach  it  to  do  any  execution.  I  can  see  the  railroad  cars  arrive  and 
depart  to  and  from  Way  Key.  If  I  had  a  rifled  cannon  I  could  soon 
put  a  stop  to  that  business.  I  am  so  shorthanded  I  dare  not  risk  a  boat 

expedition  ashore  on  Way  Key. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  J  J  Jos.  Winn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  TJ.  S.  Navy . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  JJ.  C. 
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P.  S.—  Since  writing  the  above  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Tahoma has  returned 
with  orders  from  Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean  for  me  to  proceed  imme¬ 
diately  to  Key  West.  Shall  sail  to-morrow  at  high  water,  if  there  is 
sufficient  on  the  bar. 

J.  W. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Winn,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  bark  James  L.  Davis,  regarding  the  capture  of  a  schooner 

at  sea. 

U.  S.  Bark  James  L.  D^vis, 

At  Sea,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  at  10:40  a.  m.  this  day  weather  fine,  wind 
S.  S.  E.,  steering  on  a  wind  with  port  tacks  aboard,  saw  a  schooner 
veering  about  S.  E.  Tacked  ship  and  stood  for  her.  She  was  steer¬ 
ing  N.  N.  E.  to  N.  E. ;  11:30  a.  m.  set  our  ensign.  The  schooner  set 
an  English  ensign,  but  not  till  we  fired  a  shot  across  her  bow,  she  being 
less  than  a  mile  distant  from  us. 

At  noon  spoke  her.  Reported  from  Havana  bound  to  Matamoras. 
She  had  no  name  on  her  stern.  Had  on  it  “Nassau,  New  Providence,” 
and  name  painted  over  black.  Ordered  the  captain  to  come  aboard 
with  his  papers.  He  replied  his  boat  was  stove.  I  then  sent  a  boat 
with  my  executive  officer,  Alex.  Waugh,  one  master’s  mate,  and  boat’s 
crew  to  bring  the  captain  and  papers.  The  boat  returned  at  1  p.  m. 
I  examined  the  captain  and  his  papers  and  felt  justified  in  taking  him 
to  Key  West,  as  it  was  evident  from  the  course  she  was  steering  she 
was  bound  to  some  port  on  the  Florida  coast  between  Apalachicola 
and  Cedar  Keys,  and  not  to  Matamoras.  Her  cargo  consists,  as  per 
invoice,  of  250  bags  of  coffee,  soda  ash,  soap,  spool  cotton,  hoop  skirts, 
and  dry  goods  assorted;  amount  of  invoice,  about  $15,000.  At  2  p.  m. 
took  from  her  her  officers  and  crew,  8  in  all.  Put  a  prize  crew  on  board 
with  orders  to  keep  in  company.  I  perceive  she  has  a  British  provi¬ 
sional  register  for  six  months,  given  at  Havana.  The  captain  says  he 
left  Havana  the  bth  instant.  Some  of  the  crew  say  they  left  the  8th. 

■  notice  her  charter  party  is  signed  and  dated  6th  March,  which 

is  the  date  of  all  her  clearance  papers.  I  never  yet  knew  of  a  char¬ 
tered  vessel  taking  aboard  all  her  cargo  prior  to  the  charter  party 
being  consummated,  and  I  feel  assured  such  a  thing  is  never  done  in 
any  legitimate  transaction.  Florida  is  the  schooner’s  name,  as  per 
her  papers.  ^ 

Latitude  observed  at  noon,  27°  56'  N. 

Longitude  chronometer  at  noon,  84°  25'  W. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  , .  Tr  .  Jos.  Winn, 

■Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Eastern  Division  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Steamer  Niagara,  Key  West. 
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Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters , 

and  announcing  the  transfer  of  the  western  division  of  his  command 

to  Flag-  Officer  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  19.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th  instant.  I  transferred  to  Flag-Officer  Farragut 
the  command  of  the  western  division  of  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 
on  the  21st  ultimo,  and  on  the  3d  instant  left  Ship  Island,  with  the 
Water  Witch  in  company,  and  proceeded  to  the  anchorage  off  Mobile, 
where  I  was  joined  by  the  steamer  Huntsville ,  and  from  thence  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Apalachicola,  at  which  place  the  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita  and  the 
prize  steamer  Calhoun  were  to  have  been  ordered  by  Flag-Officer 
Farragut  to  meet  me,  but  they  failing  to  arrive,  after  remaining  two 
days,  I  came  on  to  this  place.  I  have  since  learned  that  Flag-Officer 
Farragut  was  unable  to  leave  Ship  Island  for  the  Mississippi,  where 
the  Mercedita  and  Calhoun  were  stationed,  at  the  time  he  expected. 

I  was  desirous  of  looking  in  at  St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys  on  my 
way  here,  but  owing  to  the  nonarrival  of  the  Calhoun  was  prevented 
from  doing  so,  the  great  draft  of  water  of  this  ship  making  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  get  nearer  than  15  or  18  miles  to  either  place. 

Previous  to  leaving  Ship  Island  I  dispatched  the  steamer  Guyler  to 
examine  St.  Andrew’s  and  St.  Joseph’s  bays,  and  a  thorough  examina¬ 
tion  of  both  harbors  was  made  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow, 
but  no  vessels  were  discovered  in  either. 

When  off  Mobile  I  dispatched  the  Water  Witch,  with  instructions  to 
her  commander  to  run  down  the  coast  from  St.  Andrew’s  and  join  me 
off  Apalachicola,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  near  St.  Andrew’s 
Bay  he  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  schooner  William  Mallory,  of 
Mobile,  from  Havana,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  a  Confederate 
port.  Shortly  afterwards  meeting  with  a  severe  gale,  she  parted  com¬ 
pany  with  her  prize,  and  for  some  hours  was  in  great  danger  of  being- 
lost,  but  fortunately  succeeded  in  reaching  this  place,  where  I  found 
her  on  my  arrival.  The  prize  schooner  has  not  yet  arrived. 

I  forward  by  this  mail  a  copy  of  a  report  received  from  Commander 
Walker,  containing  the  information  that  a  laden  steamer  succeeded  in 
escaping  from  his  vessel  and  entered  Barataria.  Had  the  De  Soto  been 
provided  with  a  large  boat  mounting  a  howitzer  she  might  have 
been  captured  or  destroyed. 

When  in  communication  with  the  gunboat  Sagamore,  off  Apalachi¬ 
cola,  learning  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Drake  that  his  launch 
would  carry  it,  I  furnished  him  with  a  12-pounder  boat  howitzer  from 
this  ship;  and  I  also  furnished  Lieutenant  Commanding  Howell,  ot 
the  Tahoma ,  stationed  at  Cedar  Keys,  with  a  small  prize  schooner, 
mounting  a  howitzer. 

I  have  received  communications  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Eaton,  commanding  the  bark  Ethan  Allen  at  1  ampa  Bay,  from  which 
I  learn  that  several  Union  men  residing  in  that  vicinity  have  come  off 
and  claimed  the  protection  of  the  Government,  having  been  driven 
from  their  homes  and  families  by  the  rebels;  also  that  a  boat  expedi¬ 
tion  from  his  ship,  sent  to  Clearwater  Harbor,  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Spitfire  and  the  sloops  Atlanta  and  Caroline.  The 
Spitfire  and  Caroline ,  being  old  and  leaky,  and  not  worth  sending  in 
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for  adjudication,  he  proposes  to  sink  them  in  a  small  8-foot  channel, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  bay.  The  Atlanta  will  be  useful  to  him  as  a 
tender,  and  I  shall  authorize  his  keeping  her  for  that  purpose. 

The  steamers  South  Carolina ,  Huntsville ,  and  Water  Witch  are  now 
at  this  place,  engaged  in  making  such  repairs  as  are  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  make  the  passage  to  the  north,  and  I  am  hourly 
expecting  the  arrival  of  the  Mohawk ,  which  vessel  1  have  ordered  here 
for  a  similar  purpose.  I  deeply  regret  the  necessity  of  reducing  so 
largely  the  steam  force  of  this  squadron,  but  it  is  unavoidable,  as,  if 
these  vessels  are  kept  longer  on  the  station,  they  would  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  in  a  short  time,  be  unable  to  reach  a  Northern  port.  As  it  is, 
I  shall  detain  the  Water  Witch  until  about  the  1st  of  April,  as  I  do 
not  consider  her  fit  to  encounter  a  gale  of  wind. 

The  steamer  Cuyler  is  now  here  making  some  slight  repairs  to  her 
engines,  but  will,  I  hope,  be  in  readiness  for  sea  to-morrow.  I  shall 
dispatch  her  to  Havana,  to  take  in  a  supply  of  water,  as  there  is  none 
to  be  had  here.  From  thence  she  will  proceed  to  cruise  near  Cape  San 
Antonio,  in  order  to  intercept  any  vessel  that  may  attempt  to  return 
from  Havana  to  a  Confederate  port,  or  that  may  have  run  the  blockade 
bound  to  Havana. 

The  crew  of  the  privateer  Beauregard ,  now  in  prison  at  this  place, 
I  shall  send  to  the  North  in  the  steamer  Rhode  Island.  The  crews  of 
the  various  prize  vessels  have  been  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  January  15,  1862. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  list  showing  the  stations  of  the  vessels  com¬ 
posing  the  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  March  12 ,  1862. 

Niagara  and  Wanderer ,  at  Key  West. 

Cuyler ,  ordered  to  cruise  near  Cape  San  Antonio. 

Et  han  Allen ,  blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Tahomci ,  blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Kingfisher ,  ordered  to  St.  Marks,  to  relieve  the  Mohawk. 

Mohawk  ordered  to  Key  West,  to  repair  to  go  north. 

Sagamore ,  blockading  Apalachicola,  Middle  and  East  passes. 

Mercedita ,  ordered  to  Apalachicola,  to  relieve  the  Marion  at  the 
West  Pass. 

Marion ,  ordered  to  Key  West,  to  repair  and  receive  new  o-un 
carriages.  ® 

Jhirsuit,  blockading  St.  Andrew’s  and  Joseph’s  bays. 

Bainbndge  J.  S.  Chambers ,  and  J.  L.  Davis ,  will  be  stationed  on 
Atlantic  coast,  between  Key  West  and  Cape  Canaveral. 

National  Guard  (coal  ship),  ordered  to  Key  West;  not  arrived  as 
yet. 

Santiago  de  Cuba ,  absent,  supposed  at  Havana. 
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Calhoun  (prize  steamer),  ordered  to  Key  West,  but  has  not  arrived. 
Beauregard ,  Key  West,  fitting  for  service. 

South  Carolina ,  Huntsville ,  and  Water  Witch,  Key  West,  preparing 
to  go  north. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag-Officers  McKean  and  Far- 

ragut ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  urging  greater  vigilance  in  view  of  the  escape  of 

vessels  from  New  Orleans. 

Navy  Department,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  learns  of  the  arrival  at  Havana  on  the  23d 
ultimo  of  the  steamer  Colonel  J.  Whitmore ,  430  tons,  and  the  steamer 
Florida ,  429  tons,  from  New  Orleans  with  a  thousand  bales  of  cotton, 
and  also  of  the  escape  from  New  Orleans  of  the  steamers  Magnolia , 
Tennessee ,  and  Vanderbilt. 

The  hope  and  belief  had  been  indulged  that  the  Passes  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  were  effectually  blockaded  against  the  entrance  and  departure 
of  vessels,  and  therefore  the  recent  escape  of  so  many  steamers  of 
such  size  and  importance  fills  the  Department  with  surprise  and 
regret. 

The  Gulf  Squadron  having  recently  been  so  much  enlarged  and 
divided,  the  Department  trusts  that  in  future  it  may  have  no  occasion 
to  refer  to  the  fact  of  vessels  having  run  the  blockade  or  to  urge 
greater  vigilance  and  the  importance  of  cutting  off  communication 
with  the  rebel  ports. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

Key  West ,  Fla. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

Ship  Island. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Winslow , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  B.  B.  Guy  lev,  to  cruise  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  blockade  runners  to  or  from  Havana ,  Cuba. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  March  If  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Cuyler  under  your  command 
to  Havana  and  take  in  a  supply  of  water  and  obtain  from  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  that  place  any  information  he  may  be  possessed  of  that  can 
be  of  service  to  you  in  the  prosecution  of  your  duty.  From  thence 
you  will  proceed  to  cruise  near  Cape  San  Antonio  for  the  purpose  of 
intercepting  vessels  that  may  leave  Havana  bound  for  a  Southern  port 
or  that  may  run  the  blockade  bound  to  Havana. 

I  have  received  information  that  two  steamers,  the  Florida  and 
Tennessee ,  have  escaped  from  New  Orleans  and  arrived  in  Havana. 
They  will  most  likely  attempt  to  return  to  a  Southern  port,  probably 
under  provisional  registers.  Should  you  meet  with  them  you  will 

capture  and  send  them  in  for  adjudication. 

You  will  be  particular  in  instructing  your  boarding  officer  not  to 
give  unnecessary  offense,  to  be  courteous  but  firm  in  making  a  thor¬ 
ough  examination. 
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I  herewith  transmit  a  memorandum  on  the  subject  of  provisional 
registers. 

When  in  need  of  supplies  you  will  return  to  this  place  and  procure 
them. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Francis  Winslow, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cuyler , 

Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKectn ,  U.  S.  Nary,  of  the  disposition  of  the 

prize  steamer  Magnolia  and  transmitting  information  regarding  the 

forwarding  of  supplies  to  Texas. 

No.  20.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  prize  steamer  Magnolia, 
whose  capture  I  reported  on  the  21st  ultimo,  has  been  condemned  as 
prize  of  war  and  the  judge  has  decreed  that  she  be  sent  with  her  cargo 
to  New  York  for  sale. 

This  decree  was  made  at  my  suggestion,  as  the  cargo  is  too  large  to 
sell  here  and  in  my  opinion  the  steamer  will  make  an  admirable  gun¬ 
boat.  She  requires  to  be  coppered  (as  otherwise  the  worms  would 
soon  destroy  her)  and  one  new  boiler,  and  therefore  could  not  be  fitted 
at  this  place.  She  is  remarkably  fast,  having  run  10  knots  on  one 
boiler;  draws  but  8  feet  water,  with  1,000  bales  of  cotton  and  90  tons 
of  coal  on  board;  is  well  found  in  every  respect,  and  our  chief  engi¬ 
neer  reports  her  engines  to  be  of  the  first  quality.  I  shall  dispatch 
her  .as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  are  completed,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Lieutenant  James  Parker,  of  the  South  Carolina,  with  a  crew 
detailed  from  that  vessel.  The  U.  S.  marshal  will  take  passage  in  hei 
to  attend  to  the  sale. 

Since  my  last  report  three  schooners,  prizes  to  vessels  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Squadron,  jiave  arrived  at  this  place,  viz,  the  Lion ,  captured  by 
U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher;  Anna  Belle,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  bark 
Pursuit ,  and  the  Florida,  captured  by  U.  S.  bark  J.  L.  Davis. 

The  schooner  William  Mallory,  whose  capture  by  the  Water  Witch  1 
reported  in  my  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  put  into  Tortugas 
in  distress.  1  have  dispatched  the  Water  Witch  to  tow  her  up  inside 
ot  the  reef. 

I  desire  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the  necessity  of 
adopting  means  to  secure  a  supply  of  water  at  this  place,  as  owing  to 
the  laige  number  or  troops  upon  the  island  the  commanding  general 
has  laid  a  restriction  upon  the  water  tanks  and  what  little  the  naval 
storekeeper  is  able  to  procure  is  by  purchase  from  private  citizens, 
and  at  considerable  expense,  as  it  has  to  be  carted  down  to  the  dock. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Couthouy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Kinq- 
-fisher,  having  stated  to  me  verbally  several  facts  wdiich  1  deemed  fit 
desirable  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  1  directed  him  to 
make  me  a  written  report,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  transmit.  It 
seems  rather  remarkable  that  vessels  should  be  cleared  from  New  York 
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for  Matamoras,  as  1  learn  that  the  collector  at  this  place  has  instruc¬ 
tions  not  to  clear  vessels  for  that  port. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag -  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 

Key  West,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  16th  instant,  at  8:45 
a.  m.,  in  latitude  25°  14'  N.,  longitude  83°  27'  W.,  boarded  the  schooner 
Hannah M.  Johnson,  of  Baltimore,  of  94  tons  burden,  Captain  James  A. 
Thomsen,  Supercargo  L.  Bebeau  tils,  of  Tampico,  with  an  assorted 
cargo  of  dry  goods,  provisions,  spirits,  wines,  silks,  cutlery,  etc., 
invoiced  at  $18,000,  in  round  numbers,  regularly  cleared  at  New  York 
for  Matamoras,  and  also  from  this  port,  which  she  left  on  the  14th, 
having  sailed  from  New  York  February  25  and  touched  here  for  water. 

The  information  1  obtained  from  the  supercargo  of  this  vessel  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  supplies  are  being  sent  into  Texas  from 
the  North  appeared  to  me  of  such  importance  that  I  made  note  of  it  in 
full  for  transmission  to  you  by  the  earliest  opportunity.  Mr.  Bebeau 
stated  that  about  two  weeks  prior  to  his  sailing  from  New  York, 
J.  &  N.  Smith,  commission  merchants,  29  Burling  Slip,  New  York, 
cleared  at  that  port  for  Matamoras  the  bark  Alice  Tainter,  burden 
about  679  tons,  Hutton,  master,  with  a  cargo  valued  at  $80,000  and 
upward,  consisting  of  700  bags  coffee,  1,700  barrels  flour,  400  boxes 
crushed  sugar,  400  barrels  ship  bread,  a  large  quantity  of  assorted 
provisions,  and  several  thousand  gunny  bags.  She  took  out  as  pas¬ 
senger  for  Matamoras,  nominally,  but  in  fact  as  supercargo  and  joint 
owner,  a  person  named  Jerry  Galvan,  of  Brownsville,  well  known  to 
me  as  a  partner  in  the  house  of  Jas.  H.  Phelps  &  Co.,  established  and 
doing  business  in  that  city.  A  Captain  John  Woodhouse,  also  well 
known  to  me  as  having  been  long  the  confidential  clerk,  and  later  the 
partner  of  Charles  Stillman,  merchant,  of  Brownsville,  and  now  doing 
business  there  and  in  Matamoras  on  his  own  account,  was,  at  the  time 
the  Hannah  M.  Johnson  sailed,  loading  a  schooner  at  New  York  with 
provisions,  etc.,  for  Matamoras.  The  schooner  Mystic  Valley  also 
cleared  recently  at  New  York  with  a  cargo  entirely  of  assorted  provi¬ 
sions  by  King  &  Devine,  who  have  a  house  in  Brownsville,  Mr.  Devine 
going  out  in  her  as  passenger  and  supercargo.  Mr.  Bebeau  had  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  his  conviction,  based  on  a  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  that  all  these  cargoes  are  destined  to  supply  the  wants  of  Texas. 
He  avowed  his  own  intention  to  dispose  of  the  H.  M.  Johnson’s  cargo 
to  the  best  offerer  for  it  in  Matamoras,  without  troubling  himself  what 
became  of  it  afterwards.  I  presume  there  can  be  slight  doubt  that  the 
whole  of  her  cargo,  and  the  others  also,  will  be  sold  on  board  and 
landed  directly  on  the  levee  at  Brownsville  in  order  to  save  the  expense 
of  cartage  to  and  from  Matamoras. 

A  letter  to  Charles  Stillman,  of  Brownsville,  found  on  board  the 
schooner,  from  James  Smith,  of  the  tirm  of  J.  &  N.  Smith,  above 
mentioned,  who  are  the  agents  for  said  Stillman  in  New  York,  dated 
the  21st  of  February,  had  this  passage:  u  I  hope  next  vessel  from  there 
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you  will  send  us  sales  of  the  Kilby  cargo.”  The  Killy,  according  to 
<  Mr.  Bebeau,  was  cleared  at  New  York  two  or  three  months  ago  for 
some  ports  on  the  Spanish  Main,  he  thought  Cartagena,  by  this  same 
concern  of  J.  &  N.  Smith,  clearances  being  at  that  time  refused  for 
Matamoras,  but  from  this  letter  it  seems  she  went  there  nevertheless, 
or  rather  to  Brownsville,  and  her  cargo,  consigned  to  Stillman’s  house, 
went  to  supply  Texas.  1  do  not  presume  to  point  out  how  such  gross 
abuse  of  the  privilege  of  a  neutral  port,  and  that  by  vessels  under  our 
own  flag,  sailing  with  regular  clearances  from  our  own  custom-houses, 
can  be  prevented,  if  at  all;  but  in  submitting  these  facts  for  your  con¬ 
sideration,  I  can  not  refrain,  even  at  the  hazard  of  being  regarded  as 
transcending  my  proper  sphere,  from  suggesting  that  the  most  absolute 
blockade  and  closure  of  every  port  on  the  coast  of  Texas  must  be  a 
comparatively  ineffectual  measure,  and  all  hope  of  crushing  the  rebel¬ 
lion  by  cutting  off  the  resources  of  those  who  are  waging  war  against 
our  Government  and  country  be  utterly  vain,  so  long  as  unlimited 
supplies  are  allowed  to  be  poured  from  our  Northern  ports  into  the 
heart  of  the  State,  through  the  Kio  Grande  and  Matamoras,  which  is 
but  another  name  for  Brownsville,  there  being  hardly  a  firm  of  any 
note  in  the  first  city  that  has  not  a  branch  house  in  the  latter  also. 

It  may  not  be  considered  out  of  place  to  add  that  in  the  letter  above 
referred  to  from  James  Smith,  merchant,  of  New  York,  to  Charles 
Stillman,  merchant,  of  Brownsville,  and  who  claims  to  own  the  fee 
of  the  land  on  which  it  is  built,  the  writer  expresses  his  conviction 
that  this  war  will  be  at  an  end  within  six  months,  and  in  view  of  it, 
proposes  to  Stillman  to  join  with  him  in  building  a  steamer  to  ply 
between  New  York,  Galveston,  and  other  ports  in  Texas,  which  could 
touch  at  Key  West.  Mr.  Smith  is  of  opinion  that  after  the  war  is 
over  there  will  be  a  great  demand  in  Texas  for  goods  from  the  North, 
and  therefore  such  a  steamer  could  not  fail  to  be  a  profitable  invest¬ 
ment.  It  would  take  four  months  to  get  her  ready,  and  in  case  the 
war  should  not  be  over  within  six,  he,  Stillman,  would  be  able  to  take 
her  off  their  hands  (the  Smiths)  at  a  great  bargain.  It  may  be  that  all 
this  correspondence  and  trading  with  and  consigning  cargoes  to  so 
notorious  a  partisan  of  the  rebels  as  Charles  Stillman  is  perfectly 
legitimate,  honorable,  and  eminently  patriotic,  but  it  still  somewhere 
conflicts  with  my  preconceived  ideas  of  what  should  be  regarded  by 
every  loyal  citizen  and  honest  man  as  illegal,  dishonorable,  and 
traitorous  to  the  last  degree,  and  as  such  to  be  sternly  rebuked  by 
those  who  have  the  power  to  enforce  reproof  by  punishment  at  need. 

Y ery  respectf ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  P.  Couth ouy, 
Acting  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Cmdg.  Eastern  G  ulf  Blkdg.  Squadron,  TJ.  S.  Flagship  Niagara. 


Order  of  Flag-  Office r  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  ALaster  Hays , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  storeship  National 
Guard. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir:  1  ou  are  hereby  detached  from  this  ship  and  appointed  to  relieve 
Acting  Master  J.  H.  Hodgdon,  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  storeship 
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National  Guard.  Acting  Master  Hodgdon  has  been  instructed  to 
make  the  necessary  transfers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  William  Hats, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara ,  Key  West.  Fla. 

[Order  of  same  date  to  Acting  Master  David  Stearns,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  assume  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard.\ 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  order  and 
report  regarding  reconnoissance  of  Apalachicola ,  Fla .,  in  view  of  its 
reported  abandonment. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Off  Apalachicola  City ,  March  £5,  186%. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  consequence  of  information  from  two 
intelligent  contrabands  that  the  town  had  been  abandoned,  two  days 
after  our  coming  in,  by  all  the  soldiers  (some  650),  followed  in  a  few 
days  by  nearly  all  the  inhabitants,  and  having  seen  the  steamboats 
busy  on  the  river,  either  reinforcing  or  preparing  to  evacuate,  I 
determined  to  send  to  the  city  and  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  case. 

The  report  proves  strictly  correct;  not  a  soldier,  a  cannon,  or 
apparently  any  weapon  of  war  remains,  and  persons  claiming  to  be 
the  influential  men  of  the  place  say  emphatically  that,  everybody  has 
been  peremptorily  ordered  away  by  Governor  Milton,  of  Florida; 
that  the  city  is  entirely  at  our  mercy;  they  have  no  means  of  defense 
and  can  not  resist  one  of  our  boats,  but  that  no  one  remains  having 
any  authority  to  surrender  the  city  or  to  ask  for  any  terms. _ 

There  are  still  left  parts  of  about  a  dozen  white  families,  a  few 
slaves,  and  some  Spanish  fishermen,  altogether  numbering  from  500 
to  600  souls,  many  of  whom  are  women  and  children.  The  prominent 
men  in  the  conference  were  strong  secessionists,  petty  officeholders; 
many  of  the  others  are  inclined  for  the  Union,  but  are  not  at  liberty 
to  speak.  Threats  have  often  been  made  to  hang  or  to  starve  them  as 
damn  Yankees,  traitors  to  the  South.  In  this  category  stand  also 
many  of  the  fishermen  who  have  not  enlisted  in  their  army,  threats 
are  also  made  to  burn  the  whole  town  if  they  hold  intercourse  with  us. 
For  these  considerations  I  have  abstained  from  hoisting  the  Amencan 
flag,  or  giving  any  show  of  reason  for  them  to  destroy  the  houses  oi 
maltreat  the  persons  remaining  under  pretense  of  operating  against  us 
or  our  friends  until  I  shall  receive  your  instructions,  as  this  vessel 
can  not  lie  near  enough  to  prevent'their  carrying  out  their  inhuman 

threats  by  stealth  at  night.  , 

The  exodus  of  the  poor  frightened  women  and  children  i*  iepie- 
sented  by  the  negroes  as  heartrending.  Taken  away  at  the  shoites 
notice,  in  a  storm,  thrown  ashote  on  the  low  blufts  many  miles  LlP,t  ie 
river,  with  their  household  goods,  furniture,  and  every  thing  ley 
could  snatch  up  in  their  flight,  and  left  all  night  in  a  deluge  of  rain, 
the  river  rising  and  threatening  to  carry  them  away ,  with  scaicety 
any  shelter  for  the  weak  and  sick,  they  most  of  tnem  laid  in  the  mud, 
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almost  perishing  with  cold,  until  the  latter  part  of  the  next  day,  when 
they  were  taken  away  by  rafts  and  flats  over  the  deluged  country. 

The  batteries  at  town  appear  to  be  entirely  of  sand,  not  finished 
with  sodding,  except  a  small  portion.  The  one  at  St.  Vincent’s  I  have 
entirely  destroyed,  burning  the  platforms  for  the  guns,  etc.  Some 
few  soldiers  are  at  RickoPs  Bluff,  90  miles  up  the  river,  the  rest  at 
Johnson’s,  240  miles.  At  this  latter  place  they  have  been  five  months 
building  a  fine  steam  gunboat,  not  yet  planked  in.  The  soldiers  are 
disheartened  and  dissatisfied;  some  300  will  leave  soon,  their  time 
being  up.  Annexed  please  find  copy  of  orders  to  Lieutenant  Abbot 
for  the  expedition,  marked  “A,”  and  his  report,  marked  “B.” 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division ,  Gulf  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 
Apalachicola ,  March  23,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  fit  out  an  expedition,  to  proceed  at  daylight  to  the 
city  of  Apalachicola,  consisting  of  the  first  cutter  and  the  whaleboat, 
their  crews  and  such  officers  as  may  be  selected  to  be  all  well  armed. 
On  approaching  the  place  you  will  display  the  flag  of  truce,  and  on  its 
being  met  you  will  request  to  see  the  military  commander,  the  civil 
authorities  of  the  city,  or  the  leading  citizens,  some  of  whom  now  there 
are  Mr.  Dodge,  Mr.  Brooks,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Mr.  Reman,  Mr.  Por¬ 
ter,  Henry  R.  Taylor,  Dr.  Chapman,  Mr.  Benezet,  Mr.  Hancock. 

Say  to  them  that,  understanding  the  soldiers  have  been  withdrawn 
or  have  evacuated  the  place  since  we  came  in,  and  being  anxious  to 
soften  the  evils  of  war  as  much  as  its  due  prosecution  will  permit,  I 
have  sent  you  to  ask  if  the  city  capitulated  without  being  subjected  to 
damage  from  the  fire  of  the  guns  of  the  large  naval  force  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  which  it  is  only  reasonable  it  should  do.  Also  say  that  any¬ 
one  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  U.  S.  Government,  and  binding 
himself  not  to  act  in  hostility  to  it  or  its  forces,  can  remain  securely  in 
the  town,  and  his  property  will  be  safe  as  long  as  he  remains  faithful 
to  the  oath. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

T .  ^  Commander. 

Lieutenant  T.  Abbot,  U.  S.  Navy. 


•  u.  C5.  o.  1VIERCEDITA, 

Apalachicola  Bay ,  March  25,  1862. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  23d  instant,  I  proceeded  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  city  of  Apalachicola, 

in?Eed/5 the  wh^e}^aV:)y  Acting  Master  C.  B.  Wilder  and  Act- 
E  t  ,  ®USe?\9*  JL  Maso,b  with  the  first  cutter,  in  charge  of 
off  f  [i &  AlU'Sto r  s  Mate  G  A.  Steins,  both  boats  fully  armed.  Arriving 

i!  i y’  I/?1Tted  Mr'  Steins  to  keeP  in  sight  of  the  whaleboat 
about  500. yards  distant,  prepared  to  come  up  at  once  should  I  dip  our 

eolois  twice,  I  then  proceeded  to  within  150  yards  of  the  lower 
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.wharf  and  came  to  anchor,  tossed  my  oars,  keeping  them  up  as  a  signal 
I  wished  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  of  the  place. 

After  remaining  in  that  position  about  half  an  hour,  seeing  that  no 
one  showed  any  disposition  to  come  off  to  us,  I  lifted  the  anchor  and 
pulled  in  toward  the  lower  wharf,  where  1  found  four  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  waiting  to  meet  me — Mr.  Hancock  (mayor),  Mr.  Benezet,  Mr. 
Porter,  and  Mr.  Miller,  who  represented  themselves  as  the  principal 
citizens  of  the  place.  I  immediately  made  known  to  them  the  object 
of  my  mission. 

They  informed  me  the  troops  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  city  and 
sent  up  the  river,  with  all  their  arms  and  ammunition,  by  the  order  of 
the  Government,  but  whether  they  were  to  return  or  not  they  could 
not  sa}-.  Also  all  the  inhabitants  had  left,  excepting  themselves  and  a 
few  men,  women,  and  children;  that  they  themselves  had  remained  to 
protect  their  own  property  from  incendiarism  on  shore;  that  the  town 
was  in  a  defenseless  state,  but  that  they  had  no  authority  to  act  in  any 
disposition  of  it;  that  should  the  place  ever  be  attacked  and  any  of 
their  property  destroyed  the  Confederate  Government  would  make 
them  ample  remuneration;  that  there  was  no  one  in  the  place  willing, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  U.  S. 
Government,  excepting  perhaps  (to  use  their  own  expression)  a  few 
miserable  foreigners.  I  would  here  state  that  the  incendiaries  spoken 
of  by  them,  in  my  opinion,  are  people  on  shore  of  doubtful  loyalty  to 
the  so-called  Confederate  Government.  I  noticed  that  everyone  in  the 
place  except  the  four  leading  citizens  stayed  back  a  considerable  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  wharf,  which  led  me  to  believe  there  are  such  men  and 
that  they  are  closely  watched. 

Being  convinced  I  was  talking  to  rank  secessionists,  and  believing 
any  peaceable  attempt  on  my  part  to  ascertain  the  true  sentiment  of 
the  people  in  the  place  would  be  thwarted  by  their  leading  men,  ^con¬ 
cluded  to  close  the  interview  and  return  to  the  ship.  We  carried  7 
feet  of  water  in  the  channel  in  the  strength  of  the  stream.  The  forti¬ 
fications  are  made  of  sand,  extending  in  a  northeasterly  direction  and 
southwesterly  about  500  yards,  at  equal  distances  from  each  other,  the 
one  in  the  center  being  covered  with  turf.  Guns  to  be  mounted  “en 
barbette;”  we  could  not  see  any  guns,  however.  I  think  a  few  heavy 
guns,  mounted  on  these  fortifications,  would  effectually  guard  the 
channel  against  any  ordinary  fleet. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Trevett  Abbot, 

Lieutenant. 

Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Mercedita. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Stellwagen, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  JS.  Mercedita ,  relieving  him  from  the 
blockade  of  Apalachicola. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  March  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Upon  the  reporting  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winn  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  bark  Davis,  to  relieve  you  in  the  blockade  of  Apa¬ 
lachicola,  you  will  transfer  to  him  all  unexecuted  orders,  give  him 
any  information  you  may  be  possessed  of  that  can  be  useful  to  him, 
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and,  if  necessary,  tow  the  Davis  into  a  position  where  she  can  com¬ 
mand  both  the  West  Pass  and  the  New  Inlet,  after  which  you  will 
proceed  in  the  steamer  under  your  command  to  this  place  and  report 
to  me. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mercedita ,  off  Apalachicola. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Goodwin ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  barh  Amanda ,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  ditty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  March  27,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  all  practicable  dispatch  with  the  U.  S.  bark 
Amanda,  under  your  command,  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  Eastern  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Goodwin,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Amanda,  Baltimore ,  Md. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Rogers,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  schooner  Samuel  Botan,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  . 

Navy  Department,  March  28,  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  schooner  Samuel  Botan  is  readv  for  sea 
proceed  with  her,  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Key  West,  Fla.  ’ 
and  report  to  Flag-Officer  McKean  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  Eastern 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

...  ,,  j  _  Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Master  John  A.  Kogers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Schooner  Sami.  Botan,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Commander  Bidgely,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

'  Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  in  pursuit  o  f 
steamers  Vanderbilt  and  Whitney. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Bey  West,  March  28,  1862. 

,r  , :  J  sailed  from  Havana  on  the  13th  instant  in  pursuit  of  steamers 
T  anderbilt  and  Whitney,  which  I  had  reason  to  believe  from  informa- 

RivereCeiVed  ^  Havana  were  bound  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  or  the  Sabine 

I  went  to  Galveston  in  sixty-five  hours,  and  communicated  with  the 

lmnrfaffo?Uloth-ei°  °r  itheiJ  £uard’  and  arrived  off  the  Sabine  in  five 
houis  aftei  leaving  Galveston.  As  we  came  in  sight  of  the  river  we 
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made  a  river  steamer  coming  out  of  the  harbor  loaded  with  cotton 
and  made  chase,  but  she  was  so  near  the  river  that  she  made  her 
escape.  1  remained  off  the  river  four  days,  and  seeing  nothing  of  the 
steamers  I  was  looking  for,  was  satisfied  they  had  gone  to  some  other 
place. 

Standing  off  the  land  in  a  southerly  direction,  when  out  of  sight  of 
the  land  I  changed  the  course  along  the  coast  of  Louisiana  toward 
Calcasieu.  In  four  hours  we  saw  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  coming  to 
the  eastward  from  the  Sabine  River.  We  made  chase  after  her  and 
in  three  hours  came  up  with  a  large  river  steamer  loaded  with  cotton. 
We  opened  on  her  with  the  rifle  and  32-pounders,  when  she  ran  in 
shoal  water,  was  fired  and  abandoned.  In  a  few  minutes  she  was 
enveloped  in  flames  and  burned  for  twelve  hours. 

I  saw  in  the  Sabine  River  four  schooners  and  several  river  steamers, 
arriving  and  departing  up  and  down  the  river.  At  Calcasieu  I  saw 
three  schooners  and  one  river  steamer. 

On  my  return  cruise  I  touched  at  Ship  Island  to  communicate  with 
Flag-Officer  Farragut  the  result  of  my  observations  at  Sabine  and 
Calcasieu. 

I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  eighteen  hours  out  from  Havana  this 
ship  encountered  a  heavy  gale  from  S.  and  S.  S.  W.  and  the  steamers 
I  was  looking  after  could  scarcely  have  weathered  the  gale. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dan.  B.  Ridgely, 
Commander ,  JJ.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Jj.  8.  Gulf  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  JJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Ridgely , 

U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  to  cruise  for 

the  interception  of  vessels  from  Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  March  £8,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba  under 
your  command  to  Havana  and  take  in  a  full  supply  of  coal  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  after  which  you  will  proceed  to  cruise  between  the 
Providence  Channel  and  Cape  Canaveral  for  the  purpose  of  intercept¬ 
ing  vessels  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  that  may  attempt  to  run 
the  blockade. 

I  have  information  of  large  quantities  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
having  been  shipped  from  Europe  for  Nassau,  New  Providence;  these 
will  most  likely  be  reshipped  for  Charleston  on  board  the  steamers 
Ella  Warley  (formerly  Isabel)  and  Cecil.  Should  you  fall  in  with 
either  of  these  vessels,  or  with  the  steamer  Bermuda ,  you  will  capture 
and  send  them  to  a  Northern  port  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Comdg.  JJ.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  Key  West,  Fla. 

[Order  29th  inst.,  to  Lieutenant  Doty,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Marion,  to  cruise  between  Tortugas  and  Cuba.] 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Ilowell , 
Z7.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  IS.  8.  Tahoma ,  regarding  the  service  of 
the  TJ.  8.  schooner  Beauregard. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  March  £9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  dispatch  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard ,  with  orders  to  her 
commander  to  report  to  you.  If,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Beauregard , 
you  can  operate  against  the  enemy  in  any  way  that  you  deem  advisa¬ 
ble,  you  may  detain  her  a  few  days  for  that  purpose,  otherwise  you 
will  dispatch  her  immediately  to  carry  out  the  further  instructions  her 
commander  has  received,  unless  you  have  information  which  you  con¬ 
sider  very  important  I  should  receive  without  delay,  in  which  case 
you  may  dispatch  her  with  it.  You  will  be  pleased  to  forward  to  me 
by  the  Connecticut  a  report  of  the  quantity  of  coal  you  have  on  board, 
also  requisitions  for  anything  you  may  be  in  need  of. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commandiim  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Gunboat  Tahoma ,  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Drake,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore ,  off  Apalachicola.] 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General 

Brannon,  TJ.  8.  Army,  proposing  a  combined  movement  for  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  Apalachicola. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir:  From  information  received  by  the  papers,  I  am  disposed  to 
think  it  possible  that  a  portion  of  the  rebel  forces  may  retire  upon 
Apalachicola,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  occupy 
that  place.  Should  you  agree  with  me,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
cooperate  with  the  naval  force  under  my  command  in  taking  posses¬ 
sion  of  it. 

If  you  can  spare  600  or  800  men  to  be  landed  at  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  so 
as  to  take  the  town  in  the  rear,  1  think  that  force,  in  connection  with 
the  boats  of  the  squadron,  operating  in  the  Bay  of  Apalachicola,  would 
be  sufficient. 

Should  you  concur  in  my  suggestion,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from 
you  as  early  as  possible,  that  I  may  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  Brannan, 

Commanding  Department  of  Key  West. 
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Report  of  Commander  Woodhull ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

supply  steamer  Connecticut ,  giving  information  obtained  regarding 

affairs  in  west  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Connecticut, 

Ship  Island ,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  executed  all  your  orders  and  have  visited  and  supplied 
all  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  save  the  bark  Pursuit ,  which  vessel 
1  cruised  for  nearly  thirty  hours  without  finding;  consequently  was 
obliged  to  proceed  without  communicating. 

Her  prize  officer  and  crew  1  brought  to  this  port,  and  tnrough  the 
advice  of  the  senior  officer  commanding  I  send  them  back  to  Key  West 
in  the  ship  Parnpero ,  rather  than  keeping  them  with  me  all  the  way 
to  Texas.  At  Ivey  W est  there  may  be  an  earlier  opportunity  to  send 
them  to  their  ship  than  through  the  means  of  the  Connecticut. 

All  the  places  of  importance  in  west  Florida  are  evacuated.  St. 
Marks,  Apalachicola,  and  St.  Joseph’s  are  without  the  presence  of 
hostile  troops.  Captain  Stellwagen  has  visited  Apalachicola  and  found 
the  town  deserted  save  by  a  few  noncombatant  citizens.  The  rebels 
have  also  almost  abandoned  Pensacola,  and  have  carried  away  the 
greater  portion  of  the  guns.  It  is  supposed  there  can  not  be  over 
600  men  left.  The  Barrancas  and  Fort  McRee  are  also  abandoned. 
General  Arnold  proposes  making  this  week  a  grand  attack,  which  all 
believe  will  be  successful. 

It  is  understood  that  all  the  vessels  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut  have 
passed  the  bar  of  the  Mississippi,  save  the  Colorado ,  her  draft,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  lightening  process  she  has  gone  through,  being  too 
great  to  venture  it. 

1  believe  this  is  all  the  news  reliable,  sifted  from  an  immense  quantity 
of  flying  rumors. 

I  am  using  great  dispatch,  as  Flag-Officer  Farragut’s  operations,  I 
understand,  depend  upon  the  dispatches  intrusted  to  my  care. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Woodhull, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division  Gulf  Squadron, 

Flagship  Niagara,  Key  West. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  English  TJ.S.  Ncmy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Somerset,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  East  Gulj 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  April  1,  1862. 


Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Somerset  with  all  practicable  dispatch 
to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  William  \\  .  McKean,  tor 
dutv  as  a  part  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadion. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  New  York  a  com¬ 
plete  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  ot  the 

Somerset. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  r  Gideon  Welles. 


Lieutenant  Earl  English, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Somerset,  New  York. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  C.  A  alsh, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry .] 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Winslow,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  R.  R. 

Cuyler,  regarding  the  seizure  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Grace  JE. 

Baker. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  E.  Cutler, 

Key  West,  April  2,  186%. 

Sir:  A  list  of  the  officers  and  men  entitled  to  share  the  proceeds  of 
the  prize  schooner,  Grace  K.  Baker  and  cargo,  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  Grace  E.  Baker  was  seized  by  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler,  under 
my  command,  on  the  29th  March  last,  at  sea,  within  sight  of  the  coast 
of  Cuba,  then  some  10  or  12  miles  distant;  the  schooner  had  English 
colors  flying,  but  on  being  visited  for  examination  no  papers  were  found 
on  board,  the  master  averring  that  his  papers  had  been  lost  overboard 
from  a  boat,  which  statement,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the 
schooner  was  loaded  with  cotton,  afforded  a  reasonable  presumption  she 
had  left  a  blockaded  port.  I  decided  to  bring  her  into  Key  West  and 
place  her  in  custody  of  the  United  States  marshal.  Though  at  first 
claiming  to  have  sailed  from  Matamoras  the  owner  has  subsequently 
admitted  the  vessel  came  from  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  owned  prin¬ 
cipally  in  that  vicinity,  and  disclaimed  any  intention  to  defend  the  case, 
which  is  now  before  the  United  States  court  for  this  district. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Winslow, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag -Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  TJ.  S. 
steamers  Water  Witch  and  Mohawk. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  April  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  dispatch  the  Water  Witch  to  Philadelphia,  with  instructions  to 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Hughes  to  report  to  you,  by  letter,  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  his  arrival. 

The  Mohawk,  Commander  Strong,  left  yesterday  for  New  York. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron.. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  expressing  regret  at  the 
escape  of  the  steamer  Magnolia, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

G  Key  West,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir.  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  day,  of  vour 
communication  ot  the  12th  ultimo.  *  b 

bvNfhp°n^r!iS,har?  rrTdeeply  thaa  myself  in  the  regret  expressed 

PmphofDth?  ^ 1  not7  say  that  1  am  surprised,  as  at  the 
time  of  the  escape  ot  the  Magnolia  from  the  river  the  fog  was  so 

dense  that  she,  though  obliged  to  pass  close  to  the  blockading  vessels 
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was  only  discovered  by  her  mastheads  showing  above  the  fog.  1  am 
by  no  means  sure,  however,  that  the  other  steamers  came  out  through 
the  Pass  a  F Outre,  though  it  was  certainly  a  grave  error  for  both 
blockading  steamers  to  leave  in  chase  of  the  Magnolia. 

Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  been  informed  that  a  small  passage  near 
the  fort,  opening  into  Oyster  Bay,  has  been  dredged  out  sufficiently 
to  allow  the  passage  of  a  vessel  of  6  or  7  feet  draft,  and  from  tele¬ 
graphic  dispatches  captured  in  the  Magnolia  I  learn  that  a  new  8-foot 
channel  has  been  discovered  at  Berwick,  which  it  was  impossible  for 
the  H atteras  to  guard.  Even  had  I  known  of  these  channels  at  the 
time,  I  had  no  steamers  of  sufficiently  light  draft  to  blockade  them; 
and  it  is  to  the  want  of  steamers  drawing  not  over  6  feet  that  the 
escape  of  so  many  vessels  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed.  Judging  by  the 
draft  of  the  Calhoun ,  whose  outward  cargo  from  Berwick  1  am 
informed  was  600  bales  of  cotton,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
majority  of  these  steamers  escaped  through  one  of  the  channels  I  have 
mentioned,  while  the  Magnolia ,  drawing  8  feet  of  water,  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  try  the  Pass  a  l’Outre. 

In  Mississippi  Sound  and  Mobile  Harbor  the  rebels  had  several  gun¬ 
boats,  some  of  which  I  knew  to  be  heavily  armed,  and  I  had  informa¬ 
tion  of  others  building,  said  to  be  ironclad,  and  almost  ready  for 
service;  this  rendered  it  necessary  to  keep  a  force  of  gunboats  in  the 
sound  and  off  Mobile,  and  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  several  of 
the  new  boats  arrived  in  a  crippled  condition  placed  it  out  of  my  power 
to  concentrate  a  sufficient  steam  force  to  reoccupy  the  Head  of  the 
Passes.  My  arrangements  for  that  purpose  had  just  been  completed, 
and  I  was  about  to  send  the  Brooklyn  and  several  gunboats  up  the 
river  when  the  arrival  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut  relieved  me  from  the 
control  of  that  part  of  the  blockade. 

I  will  here  mention  that  I  would  take  possession  of  Tampa,  Cedar 
Keys,  and  Apalachicola  (which  can  be  done  at  any  moment)  were  it 
not  that  I  think  it  would  be  impolitic  to  do  so,  unless  a  force  sufficient 
to  protect  the  Union  people  is  left  to  hold  possession,  and  General 
Brannan  informs  me  that  he  has  not  men  to  spare  for  that  purpose. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  say  that  no  exertion  has  been  wanting  on 
my  part  to  make  the  blockade  as  effective  as  possible  with  the  force  at 
my  disposal,  but  I  have  never  had  a  sufficient  force  of  suitable  vessels — 
sailing  vessels  being  of  little  value  to  blockade  steamers,  especially 
when  their  draft  of  water  is  such  as  to  prevent  their  lying  close  in, 
and  in  places  where  the  current  runs  at  the  rate  of  three  or  four  knots 
an  hour,  as  it  does  off  Mobile  and  the  Mississippi  River. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Occupation  of  Apalachicola  by  U.  S.  Naval  force,  April  3,  1863. 

Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Off  Apalachicola, _  April  f  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  without  resistance,  of 
the  city  of  Apalachicola  and  all  the  vessels  in  the  vicinity  by  an  expe- 
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dition  of  eight  armed  boats  from  this  ship  and  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Sagamore ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  J.  Drake,  on  the  3d  instant. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  I  heard  that  the  sloop  Octavia  had  run  into 
St.  Joseph’s  Bay  from  Havana  and  sent  a  sailboat,  under  Acting 
Master  Wilder,  to  that  place,  35  miles  via  the  Haul  Over,  or  Portage, 
across  the  narrow  strip  of  land  connecting  Cape  San  Bias  with  the 
mainland.  It  was  found  that  she  had  left,  but  indications  from  wheel 
tracks,  grains  of  spilled  coffee,  etc.,  showed  she  had  landed  her  freight 
and  carted  it  away. 

On  the  same  day  my  boats  chased  a  small  sloop  from  Indian  Pass  to 
the  city,  and  at  night  I  sent  the  gig  down  30  miles  to  East  Pass  direct¬ 
ing  the  Sagamore  to  join  me  at  the  earliest  convenience.  She  arrived 
on  the  1st  and  the  next  day  the  boats  were  fully  prepared  for  an 
armed  expedition  to  the  city  and  Old  Woman’s  Bluff,  7  miles  up  the 
river.  The  six  boats  started  at  9  p.  m.  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Abbot,  of  this  ship,  and  Lieutenant  Bigelow,  of  the  Sagamore ,  intending 
to  pass  the  town  in  the  night,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Drake  and 
myself  followed  in  our  gigs  to  support  them.  On  arriving  at  the  city 
early  in  the  morning  we  found  the  Octavia  and  all  the  small  vessels  in 
possession  of  our  men,  and  in  due  time  the  party  came  down  the  river 
towing  the  pilot  boats  Oygnet  and  Mary  Olivia ,  schooners  New  Island , 
Floyd ,  and  Rose ,  the  latter  loaded  with  cotton.  A  considerable  time 
was  spent  in  trying  to  get  the  two  pilot  boats  and  New  Island  over  the 
bar,  but  without  success;  they  grounded  in  7  feet  water. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  pulled  in  with  all  the  boats  to  the  lauding 
place  and  had  an  interview  with  the  people  of  the  town,  the  details  of 
which  accompany  this.  I  gave  them  up  their  fish  boats  and  two  or 
three  schooners,  very  old  and  only  fit  for  lighters.  Told  them  they 
could  fish  and  oyster  so  long  as  they  were  friendly,  as  I  knew  there 
was  great  distress  for  the  necessaries  of  life. 

After  trying  again  to  get  off  the  three  schooners  without  success,  I 
ordered  them  to  be  set  afire,  which  was  effectually  done.  The  sloop 
Octavia  and  the  schooner  Rose ,  with  her  cotton,  I  determined  to  send 
to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  think  the  demonstration  will  be  very  salutary  to  the  people  and 
will  be  of  service  to  the  cause.  I  hope  you  will  approve  the  course 
pursued.  The  men  deserve  great  credit;  the  boats  were  gone  from 
twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours,  with  almost  constant  heavy  work, 
which  was  borne  very  cheerfully.- 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  East  Division  Gulf  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Memorandum,  of  an  interview  with  the  people  of  Apalachicola,  April  3,  1862. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  pulled  into  the  landing  place  with  all  the 
eight  boats  ready  for  action,  and  was  met  by  nearly  all  the  population. 
It  was  leally  affecting  to  see  the  crowd,  principally  women  and  chil- 
di  en,  who  had  been  told  we  were  ruthless  Hessians  bent  on  burning 
pillage,  and  destruction,  pressing  down  to  see  our  large  and  well-armed 
force,  without  any  fear  of  maltreatment;  on  the  contrary,  with  every 
confidence  in  our  humanity  and  discipline. 
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I  look  on  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  compliments  that  could  be  paid 
to  our  civilization,  to  our  honored  Navy,  and  to  our  sacred  cause.  The 
men  nearly  all  took  off  their  hats  and  I  addressed  them  as  follows: 
“My  countrymen,  for  even  you  who  are  engaged  in  this  unholy, 
unnatural  war  against  our  Government  are  my  fellow-countrymen, 
we  come  not  to  injure  the  defenseless,  or  women  and  children;  I  like 
the  people  of  the  South,  though  I  hate  secession  and  rebellion,  which 
have  brought  such  calamities  and  misery  upon  all  parts  of  our  late 
happy  land.”  (Cries  of  “  We  have  had  no  part  in  it.”  “The  innocent 
suffer  with  the  guilty.”)  “That  is  true,”  I  replied,  “here  and  every¬ 
where;  it  is  the  result  always  of  civil  war  and  your  leaders  should 
have  thought  of  it. 

“I  sent  up  some  days  ago  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  town,  and 
to  say  that  all  persons  who  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  or  bind 
themselves  not  to  engage  in  any  act  of  hostility  against  the  United 
States  could  remain  here  securely,  and  that  their  property  would  be 
safe  as  long  as  they  would  keep  faithfully  their  oaths. 

“This  kindness  was  met  by  your  self -constituted  authorities,  Messrs. 
Hancock,  Benezet,  Porter,  and  Father  Miller,  by  saying,  ‘The  city  is 
defenseless;  there  are  no  soldiers  or  any  arms,  but  there  is  no  one  hav¬ 
ing  authority  to  surrender  it.  That  there  was  no  one  here  who  would 

take  any  oath  to  the  United  States  except  it  might  be  some - 

foreigners.  And  as  to  property,  if  destroyed,  the  Southern  Confed¬ 
eracy  would  pay  all  loss.’  Since  then  they  have  allowed  the  sloop 
Octavia  to  come  in  and  aided  her  evading  the  blockade.  We  have 
come  here  to  show  you  how  easily  we  can  retaliate,  but  that  we  wish 
to  be  merciful;  I  know  there  is  great  distress  here.”  (“We  are  almost 
starving,”  from  some  of  the  women.)  “Well,  now,  listen  to  what  I 
have  to  say.  I  will  spare  all  the  fishing  and  oyster  boats  (‘Thanks! 
Thanks!’)  and  you  may  fish  and  oyster  in  the  bay  in  safety,  as  long 
as  no  hostile  act  is  committed  by  the  town,  but  any  direct  or  indirect 
act,  such  as  firing  on  our  boats,  helping  a  vessel  to  run  the  blockade, 
bringing  soldiers  to  town,  or  anything  of  the  sort  will  be  severely 
punished. 

If  your  boats  go  near  the  men-of-war,  they  must  go  alongside  and 
report  themselves  and  meet  any  boat  sent  to  examine  them. 
(Answers,  “Yes,  sir;  we  will.”) 

Pointing  to  their  batteries,  1  said:  £5Hee  what  protectors  your 
soldiers  are;  look  at  the  fort  built  in  the  midst  of  your  houses,  so  that 
a  few  shells  even  from  boat  guns  at  them  would  be  sure  to  burn  your 
town.  (Laughter  and  cries,  “Oh,  they’re  no  great  soldiers;  there  s 
no  engineers  amongst  them!”)  Well,  I  suppose  you  have  heard  Pen¬ 
sacola  is  evacuated  (“Yes!”);  Fernandina  taken?  (‘Yes.)  louknow 
of  our  victories  at  Roanoke,  Spring  Mills  [Ky.]^  I  ort  Henry,  Donel- 
son;  and  Columbus  fallen  without  a  blow  (“\es,  yes!);  Manassas 
taken  without  firing  a  gun  (this  appeared  to  surprise  them);  Nash¬ 
ville  taken  (“Yes,”  from  crowd),  and  Florence,  Ala.  ?  Well,  1  think 
secession  is  nearly  played  out.  (Great  clapping  ot  hands  and  cues  o 
“God  send  peace  may  come  soon.”)  Now,  remember,  do  not  be  led 
or  forced  into  hostilities  against  us,  unless  you  desire  to  be  severely 
dealt  with.  We  don’t  require  your  help,  if  it  will  get  you  into 
trouble;  but  do  not  act  against  us.  We  are  strong  enough,  keep 

^  I  then  gave  them  up  the  old  lighters,  Floyd  and  the  others  unfit  foi 
use,  and  repeated  permission  to  catch  fish,  etc.  A  man  came  forward, 
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saying:  “Captain,  some  of  my  boys  (slaves)  have  gone  on  your  ships. 
Will  they  be  given  up?”  “No.”  “Will  the  Government  pay  for 
them?”  “No;  they  have  been  used  to  assist  in  carrying  soldiers  and 
arms;  in  building  forts  and  a  gunboat  to  act  against  the  United 
States.  You  will  never  get  relief.” 

Another  asked:  “  Will  the  United  States  Government  oblige  Florida 
to  redeem  her  notes  when  peace  comes?”  “No;  they  were  issued  to 
carry  on  the  war,  and  Florida  will  have  no  means.”  “Why,  there’s 
the  public  lands;  can’t  we  get  Florida  lands  for  our  notes ?”  “No;  the 
United  States  will  take  the  lands  and  public  property.”  “Won’t  you 
give  up  the  pilot  boats?”  “No.”  “What  will  you  do  with  them?” 
“Burn  them.” 


As  I  was  on  the  point  of  leaving,  Messrs.  Benezet,  Miller,  and 
others  came  forward  and  asked  me  to  land  and  speak  with  them  in 
private.  I  asked  if  they  had  any  authorized  communication  to  make. 
They  said  no,  but  they  wished  to  hear  my  commands.  I  told  them  I 
would  hold  no  secret  conference;  I  had  just  told  the  people  what  I 
had  to  say,  and  they  could  hear  it  all  from  them. 

We  then  pulled  in  line  past  them,  turned,  and  stood  out  the  river, 
firing  a  shrapnel  from  the  boat-gun  of  the  Sagamore's  launch  away 
from  the  people,  to  show  them  its  effect.  The  populace  were  evi¬ 
dently  pleased  with  the  interview,  and,  if  free  from  compulsion,  I  am 
sure  would  be  in  favor  of  the  Union. 


IV  e  found  it  impracticable  to  get  the  grounded  vessels  off,  and  I 
ordered  the  Cygnet ,  Mary  Olivia ,  and  the  Mew  Island  set  on  fire, 
which  was  effectually  done,  and  the  Rose  and  Oetavia  taken  to  our 
anchorage. 

The  boats  were  gone  from  twenty-four  to  thirty -six  hours.  The 
men  behaved  admirably. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

^  w  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  East  Division  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Drake,  1J.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

East  Pass,  Apalachicola  Ray ,  April  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  fiave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  an  order 
Pjom  ,r0,niU1!uider  H-  S-  Stellwagen,  of  the  Mercedita ,  received  March 
,  a.nd  dated  March  30,  I  got  underway  at  8  a.  m.  April  1,  and,  after 
having  towed  the  Kuhn  outside  the  bar,  steamed  up  to  West  Pass,  and 
arrived  inside  of  Sand  Island  at  4  p.  m. 

n  Wednesday,  the  2d,  I  got  out  my  launch,  with  the  12-pounder 
howitzer,  and  my  first  and  second  cutters,  and  sent  them,  under  com- 
rnand  ot  Lieutenant  George  A.  Bigelow,  on  an  expedition  to  Apala¬ 
chicola,  in  connection  with  three  boats  from  the  Mercedita,  the  whole 
party  being  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Abbot  of  that  ship.  The 
results  ot  the  expedition  you  have  no  doubt  learned  from  the  report  of 
Commander  Stellwagen.  1 

On  Saturday,  the  5th  instant,  I  got  underway  at  6  a.  m. ,  and  after 
luoying  out  the  channel  took  the  bark  J.  L.  Davis  in  tow  and  brouo-ht 
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her  safely  in,  arriving-  inside  Sand  Island  at  3  p.  m.  On  Sunday,  the 
6th,  got  underway  at  9:30  a.  m.  and  arrived  off  Marsh  Point  Buoy,  East 
Pass,  at  5  p.  m. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  report  of  Lieutenant  George  A. 
Bigelow,  in  command  of  the  boats  of  this  ship  and  the  expedition  to 
Apalachicola. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Drake, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Blockading  Squadron ,  Gulf  Mexico, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara ,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Eigelow,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore,  April  6,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  in  charge  of  the  launch, 
first  and  second  cutters,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Abbot,  of  the 
Merceditct ,  to  Apalachicola  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  some  schooners 
said  to  be  anchored  some  5  miles  up  the  river.  We  left  the  ship  at 
9  p.  m.  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  but  losing  our  way,  owing  to 
the  strong  current  and  darkness  of  the  night,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor 
and  wait  for  daylight.  In  the  morning  we  found  ourselves  to  the  east¬ 
ward  of  the  city,  but  succeeded  in  arriving  there  about  sunrise. 

Acting  Master  Fales  was  dispatched  to  seize  a  sloop  fastened  to  the 
wharf,  which  duty  he  performed  and  anchored  her  in  the  stream. 

This  vessel  proved  to  be  the  Mary  Olivia ,  which  had  run  the  block¬ 
ade.  A  rebel  flag  was  found  on  board,  together  with  a  quantity  of 
stores. 

The  current  in  the  river  was  so  strong  that  the  single-banked  boats 
could  not  stem  it,  so  that  Lieutenant  Abbot  remained  off  the  city  whilst 
I  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  launch,  accompanied  by  the  second  cutter 
of  this  ship  and  one  of  the  boats  of  the  Mercedita.  At  a  distance  of 
about  7  miles  we  discovered  the  schooner  New  Island  lying  at  anchor 
in  a  small  creek.  This  vessel  was  at  once  gotten  underway  and  anchored 
in  the  stream.  Some  distance  beyond  we  found  the  schooner  Floyd , 
together  with  the  schooner  Bose  and  two  pilot  boats. 

These  vessels  were  gotten  out  and  towed  down  the  river.  The 
schooner  Rose  was  found  to  contain  a  quantity  of  cotton  on  board. 
We  met  with  no  opposition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Bigelow, 

Lieutenant. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  J.  Drake, 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore. 


Capture  of  the  steamer  Florida  and  sloop  Lafayette ,  April  lh  1862. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cate,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  Pursuit. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

St.  Joseph's  Bay ,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  received  information  that  the  rebel  steamer  Florida 
had  run  our  blockade  and  was  lying  about  20  miles  above  St.  Andrew’s 


206 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


town,  about  30  miles  from  the  bar,  I  determined  to  make  the  attempt 
to  cut  her  out.  When  we  asked  for  volunteers  all  wanted  to  go.  Mr. 
Elnathan  Lewis,  executive  officer,  John  C.  _  Hamlin  and  James  H. 
Barry,  acting  master’s  mates,  also  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Jeffrey  T. 
Adams,  together  with  27  men  and  1  boy,  left  this  vessel  at  1  p.  m.  on 
Friday,  4th  instant.  On  their  way  up  the  bay  captured  the  sloop 
Lafayette ,  with  15  bales  of  cotton  on  board;  on  questioning  the  captain, 
found  he  was  a  pilot,  and  volunteered  his  services.  _  On  Sunday,  [April 
6],  about  4  a.  in.,  they  boarded  the  steamer  Florida  so  suddenly  that 
those  on  board  had  not  time  to  set  fire  to  her,  as  was  their  intention 
from  all  appearances.  After  capturing  the  steamer  Mr.  Lewis  discov¬ 
ered  that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  her  out  without  the  assistance  of 
the  engineers,  pilot,  and  mate,  so  rather  than  burn  her  he  considered 
it  prudent  to  bargain  with  them,  and  gave  his  word  that  they  (engineers, 
pilot,  and  mate)  would  receive  $500  each.  They  were  faithful.  I  there¬ 
fore  hope  the  Government  will  be  pleased  with  the  arrangement  and 
see  that  Mr.  Lewis’s  word  is  made  good. 

Mr.  Lewis  received  a  wound  from  a  pistol  shot  while  boarding  on 
the  forehead,  blowing  powder  into  his  right  eye  and  upper  part  of  the 
face;  he  feels  anxious  about  it,  and  wishes  to  get  somewhere  where  he 
can  get  better  attendance  than  it  is  possible  on  board;  I  therefore 
send  him  as  prize  master  of  the  steamer.  I  also  send  John  C.  Hamlin, 
acting  master’s  mate,  prize  master  of  the  sloop  Lafayette ,  to  be  taken 
in  tow  by  the  steamer. 

I  regret  to  state  that  on  the  way  from  the  bay  Mr.  Lewis  was  induced 
by  a  flag  of  truce  to  send  a  boat  on  shore  in  charge  of  Mr.  Barry. 
When  within  gunshot  there  arose  from  the  bushes  a  party  of  about  30 
or  40  men  and  fired  on  the  boat,  killing  instantly  Samuel  Lawrence, 
seamen,  wounding  Mr.  Barry  in  the  wrist,  and  James  Finney  (seaman) 
received  two  wounds,  in  the  thigh  and  calf  of  the  leg,  and  the  captain 
of  the  sloop,  who  was  in  the  boat,  received  a  slight  wound  on  the  right 
hand. 

Great  praise  is  due  both  officers  and  men  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  carried  out  my  orders. 

Jacob  F.  Wendt  (seaman)  was  accidently  wounded  in  the  groin  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  his  own  musket;  his  recovery  is  doubtful. 
Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  nry  orders  to  Mr.  Lewis,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  expedition,  also  a  list  of  articles  taken  from  the  prize  for 
ship’s  use. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  Cate, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  ZT.  S.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lewis,  IT.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Pursuit. 

Steamer  Florida,  Prize  to  the  U.  S.  Baric  Pursuit, 

St.  Joseph's  Bay ,  April  10, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  4th 
instant,  I  proceeded  with  the  boats  under  my  command  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Bay  to  endeavor  to  capture  any  vessel  or  vessels  that  might  be  found 
loading  or  lying  in  that  vicinity.  We  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


207 


and  landed  at  12:30  a.  m.  and  camped  on  the  beach.  Having  been 
informed  that  a  sloop  loaded  with  cotton  bound  to  Havana  was  lying 
5  miles  up  Crooked  Island  Sound  [St.  Andrew’s  Sound?],  I  dispatched 
the  launch,  with  12  men  in  charge  of  Sailing  Master  John  C.  Hamlin, 
with  orders  to  capture  her  if  possible.  Mr.  Hamlin  proceeded  up  the 
sound  and  took  possession  of  the  sloop,  which  proved  to  be  the  sloop 
Lafayette ,  of  Pensacola,  which  ran  the  blockade  by  East  Pass,  Pensa¬ 
cola,  March  1,  and  had  been  lying  there  since,  having  abandoned  his 
voyage.  Found  the  captain  on  board,  who  expressed  strong  Union 
sentiments;  got  sloop  underway  and  brought  her  to  the  pass,  and 
anchored  her.  We  found  Captain  Harrison,  of  the  sloop,  was  acquainted 
with  bay  and  volunteered  his  services  to  pilot  us  to  the  steamer  Florida , 
then  loading  at  head  of  North  Bay,  mouth  of  Bear  Creek.  At  1  p.  m. 
started  sloop  with  boats  in  tow,  at  i  passed  St.  Andrew’s  town  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  North  Bay  until  9  p.  m. ;  wind  died  away,  when  we  anchored 
the  sloop  and  one  boat,  leaving  5  men  in  charge,  under  the  command  of 
James  H.  Barry,  master’s  mate.  We  then  proceeded  cautiously  with 
launch  and  first  cutter  and  25  men;  also  Captain  Harrison  as  pilot.  At 
2  a.  m.  we  succeeded  in  passing  the  picket  guard  without  any  alarm 
being  given;  at  3  discerned  the  lights  of  the  steamer  in  the  distance. 
We  then  laid  on  our  oars,  and  drifted  up  with  the  tide  until  we  came 
within  hail.  We  were  then  hailed  by  the  watch,  who  gave  the  alarm. 
We  then  boarded  her  in  both  boats,  on  both  sides.  We  met  with  but 
little  resistance,  they  being  taken  completely  by  surprise.  On  gaining 
the  deck  of  the  steamer  I  received  a  pistol  shot  in  the  forehead.  We 
then  took  charge  of  the  steamer,  putting  the  crew  under  guard.  She 
proved  to  be  the  steamship  Florida ,  loading  with  cotton  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  running  the  blockade.  Found  the  boilers  empty,  and  imme¬ 
diately  pumped  them  up,  and  proceeded  to  get  the  steamer  in  working- 
order.  Finding  the  engineers  to  be  Union  men,  we  prevailed  on  them 
to  assist  in  getting  the  steamer  down.  At  11  a.  m.  got  underway, 
and  steamed  slowly  down  the  bay.  After  proceeding  about  5  miles  we 
grounded  on  an  oyster  bank  in  mid-channel;  used  every  effort  to  get 
her  off  without  success;  laid  there  all  night.  At  9  a.  m. ,  tide  veering, 
succeeded  in  getting  her  afloat,  and  had  scarcely  gone  a  mile  when  we 
grounded  again  on  another  bar.  Finding  [we]  could  not  get  her  afloat 
and  provisions  getting  scarce,  held  a  consultation  with  the  officers  and 
crew,  and  concluded  to  set  those  on  shore  who  did  not  wish  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  which  we  did,  sending  9  men 
and  chief  engineer.  I  then  deemed  it  advisable  to  lighten  the  ship, 
which  I  did  by  throwing  overboard  30  bales  of  cotton.  Considering 
the  ship  in  a  critical  situation,  I  offered  to  the  pilot,  William  H.  Har¬ 
rison,  Samuel  Dayton,  chief  mate,  and  Robert  Davison,  first  engineer, 
$500  each,  likewise  to  Henry  Jones,  second  engineer,  $250,  also  to 
each  of  the  greasers  $50,  to  induce  them  to  make  every  effort  to  get 
the  boat  to  sea.  Next  morning,  9  a.  m.,  got  the  steamer  afloat  and 
proceeded  down  the  bay.  On  arriving  abreast  of  St.  Andrew’s  town 
we  found  it  impossible  to  cross  the  bar,  owing  to  the  heavy  gale  then 
blowing  from  the  southwest;  came  to  an  anchor.  Finding  provisions 
getting  scarce,  and  having  previously  been  informed  by  the  pilot  that 
the  two  families  then  living  there  were  Unionists,  I  was  induced  to 
send  sloop  Lafayette ,  in  charge  of  James  H.  Barry,  with  5  men  and 
the  pilot,  with  flag  of  truce,  to  try  and  procure  some.  Seeing  a  flag 
of  truce  on  shore,  Mr.  Barry  and  pilot  landed,  and  were  met  by  a 
woman,  who  told  them  they  could  get  provisions  at  another  place.  As 
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they  were  going  to  the  boat  an  alarm  was  given  that  a  body  of  armed 
men  to  the  number  of  40  or  50  were  running  toward  them  from  the 
woods.  They  jumped  into  the  boat  and  made  for  the  sloop,  but  had 
scarcely  got  20  yards  from  the  shore  when  they  were  tired  at  by  the 
rebels.  They  succeeded  in  getting  on  board  the  sloop,  and  in  getting 
on  board  another  volley  was  fired,  instantly  killing  Samuel  Lawrence, 
badly  wounding  James  Finney,  also  wounding  James  H.  Barry  and  the 
pilot.  They  returned  the  fire  and  succeeded  in  driving  them  hack, 
got  sloop  underway,  and  reached  the  steamer.  We  then  fired  6  shell 
into  the  town  from  our  small  rifled  12-pounder,  which  we  had  taken 
fi’om  our  boat  and  mounted  on  the  steamer.  The  gale  increasing,  let 
go  the  other  anchor  and  kept  ship  under  steam  during  the  night.  At 
9  a.  no.  Jacob  F.  F.  Wendt  accidentally  shot  himself  in  the  groin. 
At  1  p.  m.  next  day,  wind  abating,  got  underway  and  proceeded  to 
East  Pass.  On  reaching  the  pass,  and  finding  the  sea  running  very 
heavy  on  the  bar  and  impossible  to  cross  without  great  risk,  came  to 
anchor  at  8  a.  m.  Next  morning  got  underway,  crossed  the  bar,  and 
proceeded  to  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  arriving  at  11  a.  m.  In  conclusion,  I 
have  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  it  was  .my  good  fortune  to  command,  and  furthermore  wish 
to  recommend  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Harrison, 
our  pilot,  in  bravely  assisting  to  defend  our  men  in  the  sloop  against 
the  tremendous  odds  against  them;  and  furthermore  I  wish  to  express 
my  heartfelt  thanks  to  Sailing  Master  John  C.  Hamlin  and  Master’s 
Mate  James  H.  Barry  for  their  conduct  during  the  expedition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Elnathan  Lewis, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cate, 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

St.  Joseph's  Bay ,  April  15, 1862. 

We,  the  undersigned,  acknowledge  that  it  is  understood  between 
David  Cate,.  acting  volunteer  lieutenant,  commanding  United  States 
bark  Pursuit ,  and  Engineer  Robert  H.  Davison  and  Henry  Jones,  on 
board  the  steamer  Florida ,  captured  by  the  boats  of  this  vessel,  that 
said  engineers  to  act  as  first  and  second,  and  for  their  services  the}-  are 
to  receive  at  the  rate  of,  1st,  $250  per  month,  2d,  $125  per  month. 

David  Cate, 
lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

R.  FI.  Davison. 

Henry  Jones. 

Witness: 

Geo.  C.  Taylor, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cate,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IJ.  S.  bark  Pursuit, 
regarding  the  loss  of  the  sloop  Lafayette. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

Key  West,  April  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  the  sloop  Lafayette,  which  sprung 
a  leak  and  foundered  at  sea,  while  in  tow  of  the  prize  steamer  Florida 
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from  St.  Joseph  s  Bay,  bound  to  this  place.  Said  sloop  was  captured 
in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  on  the  4th  instant  by  the  boats  of  this  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

David  Cate, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  an  attempt  to  recapture  the  steamer  Florida. 

Blue  Spring  Camp,  April  16,  1868. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  telegraphic  order  (a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  enclosed)  from  Colonel  Dilworth,  then  commanding,  and 
received  at  my  camp,  6  miles  east  of  Marianna,  at  12  o’clock  m.  on  the 
7th  instant,  I  started  at  3  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  with  my  command, 
and  arrived  at  3:  02  p.  m.  the  next  day  at  Saint  Andrew’s  Bay,  having 
been  in  the  saddle  twenty-four  hours,  with  only  a  rest  of  two  hours  to 
feed  our  horses.  I  found  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  gettingthe 
steamer  Florida  from  her  anchorage  up  North  Bay,  and  was  then 
opposite  the  town  of  Saint  Andrew’s.  When  about  3  miles  from  the 
town  we  heard  a  gun  from  the  steamer,  and  riding  then  at  half  speed, 
I  met  one  of  my  advance  guard  just  before  reaching  the  town,  who 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  landing  from  a  small  sloop  about  a 
mile  from  us.  I  then  dismounted  my  command  and  advanced  rapidly 
through  the  woods,  hoping  to  capture  them.  But  the  enemy  saw  us 
when  200  yards  off,  and  took  to  their  boats.  I  then  caused  my  com¬ 
mand  to  open  fire  upon  them.  They  were  out  of  shot-gun  reach,  but 
a  portion  of  my  command,  who  were  armed  with  Maynard  rifles,  killed 
or  disabled  four  or  five  of  the  seven.  Having  only  five  cartridges  to 
the  rifle,  our  ammunition  was  soon  exhausted.  Had  I  had  sufficient 
cartridges  I  am  sure  that  I  could  have  taken  the  sloop,  and  probably 
have  retaken  the  steamer,  or  at  least  burned  her.  The  enemy  fired  on 
us  with  a  long-range  gun,  carrying  round  balls,  which  passed  over  our 
heads  at  a  distance  of  half  a  mile.  They  also  sent  a  few  shell  after  us, 
but  no  one  was  hurt  on  our  side.  The  steamer  then  left  the  bay,  and 
after  remaining  some  days  I  returned  with  my  command  to  camp. 

Yours,  obediently, 

R.  L.  Smith, 

Captain ,  Comma/nding  Mandanna  Dragoons. 

Brigadier-General  Joseph  Finegan, 

Commanding  Department. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Department  East  and  Middle  Florida, 

Tallahassee ,  Fla.,  April  7,  1868. 

Captain:  You  will  immediately  proceed  in  the  direction  of  Saint 
Andrew’s  Bay  with  your  troops,  and,  if  possible,  recapture  the  steamer 
Florida,  prevent  all  unnecessary  communication  with  the  enemy,  and 

n  w  r— vol  17 - 14 
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arrest  any  person  whom  you  may  have  found  grounds  to  suspect  of 
treason. 

Yours,  etc., 

W.  S.  Dilworth, 

Colonel ,  Commanding  District. 

Captain  R.  L.  Smith, 

Commanding  Marianna  Dragoons ,  Marianna ,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  granting  permission  to  come  north. 

Navy  Department,  April  5 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  state  of  affairs  about  Hampton-  Roads  the  San 
Jacinto  was  ordered  to  report  for  temporary  service  under  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough.  It  is  thought  that  the  emergency  requiring  her  pres¬ 
ence  at  that  point  will  soon  be  over,  when  she  can  proceed  to  her  station. 
If,  however,  you  do  not  feel  able  to  remain  a  month  or  two  longer  on 
the  station,  the  Department  authorizes  you  to  leave  the  affairs  of  the 
squadron  in  charge  of  the  senior  officer  thereof,  and  return  to  Boston 
in  the  Niagara  if  she  is  in  a  condition  to  reach  that-  port. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  Nest.  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten  ant  Condry,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  hoarding  of  British  hark  Southport ,  April  7,  1862. 

Philadelphia,  July  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  with  a  copy  of  memorandum  left  with  the  Secretary 
of  State  by  Lord  Lyons  relative  to  the  boarding  of  the  British  bark 

Southport,  etc. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  April,  1862,  being  then  about  6  miles 
from  the  light-house  on  Cape  San  Antonio,  the  United  States  ensign 
and  pennant  flying,  a  bark  was  seen  standing  down  the  coast  showing- 
no  colors.  I  directed  a  shot  to  be  fired  across  her  stem,  to  which  she 
paid  no  attention ;  a  second  shot  was  fired,  when  she  hoisted  the  British 
ensign,  but  made  no  preparation  to  heave  to  by  shortening  sail. 

I  then  directed  a  third  shot  to  be  fired  near  the  stem  of  the  bark, 
when  she  hove  to,  and  a  boat  was  sent  to  board  her. 

I  herewith  enclose  copy  of  the  boarding  officer’s  report.  I  beg 
leave  to  add  that  my  instructions  to  the  boarding  officer  (in  writing) 
ha\  e  been  to  be  careful  not  to  give  offense  or  to  cause  unnecessary 
delay.  J 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Dennis  Condry, 

Actg.  Voi.  Lieut.,  Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers, 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia ,  July  10,  186%. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  April, 
1862, 1  boarded  the  English  bark  Southport,  of  and  from  North  Shields, 
bound  to  Havana.  On  going  over  her  gangway  I  enquired  for  the  cap¬ 
tain.  I  found  him  standing  aft  nearly  under  his  ensign,  which  was 
Rf  the  mizzen  peak.  He  accosted  me  in  a  very  ungracious  man¬ 
ner,  and,  pointing  to  his  flag,  enquired:  “  By  what  right  do  you  stop  me 
on  the  high  seas  { ’  I  replied  (pointing  to  the  American  ensign  flying  at 
the  mizzenmast  head  of  this  vessel) :  “By  the  right  of  nations.  ”  “  What 
nation ?”  he  asked  me  in  a  contemptuous  tone.  “The  nation  of  the 
United  States,”  I  replied.  1  then  asked  to  see  his  papers,  manifest, 
clearance,  and  crew  list;  He  turned,  and  going  down  into  his  cabin,  I 
followed,  and  seating  myself  he  exhibited  to  me  his  papers,  which  were 
all  correct.  H  e  then  produced  a  chart  of  the  Cuban  coast  and  requested 
information,  which  1  gave  him.  I  then  went  on  deck,  and  wishing  him 
a  pleasant  passage,  shoved  off  and  returned  to  this  vessel. 

Throughout  the  interview  I  treated  him  with  the  greatest  politeness, 
and  studiously  avoided  any  words  or  action  which  could  give  offense. 
V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oliver  B.  Warren, 

Acting  Master ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dennis  Condry, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival  at 
Havana  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Austin  from  Berwick ,  La. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  8,  186%. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  consul  at  Havana,  a 
communication,  dated  the  5th  instant,  informing  me  of  the  arrival  at  that 
port  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Austin  with  1,160  bales  of  cotton, 
cleared  from  New  Orleans,  but  actually  from  Berwick  or  some  other 
point  in  that  vicinity. 

This  confirms  me  in  the  opinion,  expressed  in  my  letter  of  the  3d 
instant,  that  the  majority  of  the  steamers  mentioned  in  your  commu¬ 
nication  to  me  of  the  12th  ultimo  did  not  escape  through  the  mouths 
of  the  Mississippi  River. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


212  .  EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  reports 

regarding  the  evacuation  of  Apalachicola ,  and  urging  the  need  of 

light-draft  steamers. 

No.  21.  |  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  reports* 
received  from  Commander  Stell wagon,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Merce¬ 
dita,  in  reference  to  the  evacuation  of  Apalachicola  by  the  rebel  forces, 
and  also  memorandum  of  conversation  held  by  him  with  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  that  place. 

Two  or  three  steamers  of  very  light  draft  are  essential  in  this  squad¬ 
ron  for  entering  the  bays  and  ascending  the  rivers.  There  are  steamers 
up  the  river,  at  Apalachicola  and  St.  Marks,  which  might  be  taken  if 
we  had  any  way  to  get  at  them,  but  the  distance  from  our  vessels  is  so 
great  and  the  current  so  strong  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  capture 
them  with  boats.  Should  the  Magnolia  have  been  fitted  as  a  gunboat 
I  beg  that  she  may  be  attached  to  this  squadron. 

The  prize  steamer  Calhoun  I  consider  as  belonging  to  the  Eastern 
Squadron,  and  Flag-Officer  Farragut  was  to  have  dispatched  her  to 
join  me  immediately  upon  his  arrival  at  the  river,  but  he  has  failed  to 
do  so,  and  consequently  I  have  no  steamer  of  light  draft. 

The  schooner  Beauregard  has  been  fitted  as  a  gunboat,  and  sailed 
on  the  29th  ultimo  on  a  cruise.  Being  of  light  draft,  I  instructed  her 
commander  to  examine  the  coast  from  Charlotte  Harbor  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Bay.  She  is  commanded  by  Acting  Master  David  Stearns,  with  1 
acting  master  and  2  master’s  mates  and  a  crew,  in  all,  of  19  men.  Her 
armament  consists  of  one  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle  and  two  12-pounder 
howitzers. 

The  steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba  is  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Providence  Channel,  and  I  shall  immediately  dispatch  the  Mercedita  to 
that  locality,  as  I  learn  that  the  Nashville  and  several  other  steamers 
are  at  Nassau. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Rhode  Island ,  should  I  receive  no  intelli¬ 
gence  in  regard  to  the  San  Jacinto  (the  arrival  of  which  vessel  I  have 
been  expecting  for  some  time),  1  shall  take  a  short  cruise  in  this  ship 
under  canvas,  as  her  boilers  are  in  such  a  condition  that  I  fear  they 
will  hardly  answer  for  the  passage  to  the  north. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gtdf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


4 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Stellwagen , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  to  cruise  in  pursuit 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Nashville,  and  transmitting  list  of  blockade  runners. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  information  that  the  Confederate  privateer 
steamer  Nashville  has  arrived  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from  Beau- 


*  See  pp.  201,  202. 
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fort,  and  also  that  several  steamers  and  other  vessels  have  arrived  at 
that  place  from  European  ports  loaded  with  contraband  of  war  for  the 
use  of  the  rebels.  You  will  therefore  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Merce- 
dita ,  under  your  command,  to  cruise  off  the  North  East  Providence 
Channel  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting-  the  Nashville  and  any  vessels 
that  may  leave  Nassau  having-  on  board  contraband  of  war  for  the 
Confederate  States. 

The  cargoes  of  the  larger  European  vessels  will  probably  be  re- 
shipped  in  small  schooners  or  by  the  steamers  Herald ,  Ella  Warley , 
and  Nellie ,  which  are  of  light  draft  and  said  to  be  very  fast.  The  two 
latter  have  repeatedly  run  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  memorandum  describing  a  British  provisional 
register;  also  a  communication  giving  names  and  information  in  regard 
to  numerous  vessels  from  foreign  ports,  some  of  which  are  known  to 
be  loaded  with  munitions  of  war  for  the  use  of  the  rebels. 

When  in  need  of  supplies  you  will  return  to  this  port. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  H.  S.  Stelewagen, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  Fey  West ,  Fla. 

[Enclosure.] 

Memorandum  of  vessels  that  have  run  the  blockade  and  reached  Havana  with  cotton,  and 
will  probably  attempt  to  take  return  cargoes. 

Confederate  steamers  Austin ,  Florida;  Miramon ,  changed  to  Eliza¬ 
beth;  Fox;  Victoria ,  under  British  colors;  William  G.  Hawes ,  Smith, 
767  tons,  cotton;  Arizona ,  Forbes,  670  tons,  cotton;  Atlantic ,  Smith, 
660  tons,  cotton;  Matagorda ,  Cole,  cotton;  California ,  Porter,  cotton; 
Cuba,  McConnell,  cotton. 

English  steamer  Nellie. 

Schooners  Gino,  Tortesi,  master;  Independence,  Cuba,  Eagle,  Mary 
Ellen,  Mary,  Harriet,  Wide  Awake ,  G.  Garibaldi;  Lilley,  66  tons, 
New  Orleans,  cotton;  Cora,  cotton;  1.  C.  Action,  Mobile,  cotton; 
Princeton,  Barnes,  master,  cotton. 

Sloop  H.  Burroughs,  Mobile,  cotton. 


Orders  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean  regarding  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir:  From  information  received  from  the  Department  I  have  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  following-named  vessels  will  attempt  to  enter  some 
of  the  Southern  ports.  You  are  therefore  enjoined  to  exercise  the 
utmost  vigilance  to  intercept  them: 

Ship  Wurtemburg.  , 

Schooners  Loanno ,  Success,  and  Fair  Play. 

Ships  Emily  St.  Pierre,  Philanthropist,  Picayune,  I  iizabeth 
Schades,  Jenny  and  Herwick ,  and  Amdia. 

Barks  Mary  Ellen  and  Windward. 

Bark  Liebnitz,  probably  cleared  for  Baltimore. 

Bark  Rosinct  Claypole ,  184  tons,  Captain  Vickers. 

Bark  Dazzlev ,  Captain  Dugall,  cleared  for  Isassua. 
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Ship  Ella,  cleared  for  Bermuda. 

Ship  (French)  Meturin  Cor,  with  army  cloths,  cleared  for  Havana.* 

Ship  Knoyer  Augustus,  510  tons,  Captain  Schaull,  will  clear  for 
Havana. 

Bark  Fannie,  probably  Annie  Laurie,  for  Nassau. 

Bark  Robert  Bruce,  350  tons,  Captain  Muir. 

Brig-  Intended ,  for  Nassau. 

Brig-  Simonita. 

Brig-  Fannie  Lewis,  for  Nassau,  nominally  commanded  by  an  Eng¬ 
lish  Captain  Mitchell,  but  really  by  Captain  Walker,  of  Charleston, 
S.  C. ,  who  will  hide  himself  below,  if  boarded. 

Brig-  Gambia. 

Bark  Boadicea. 

Bark  Mary  of  Liverpool,  square  stern,  hull  green,  full-length  female 
painted  white  for  figurehead,  lower  masts  white. 

Ship  Consul,  of  Liverpool. 

Schooners  Lycurgus,  for  Nassau;  Bowena  and  Lucy. 

Sloops  B.  Burroughs ,  Amanda,  Alexander ,  Naomi,  Cecile,  Berth- 
shire,  Perfecta ,  Modern  Greece,  Nagle’s  Wing,  176  tons. 

Gunboat  Oreto,  or  Orel  is. 

Steamers  Economist,  Battalion,  Etta,  Bechid,  and  Rangoon. 

Steamer  Southwick,  an  iron  screw  of  600  tons,  painted  entirely  red 
outside  except  a  white  stripe  under  the  rail;  has  bowsprit  and  jib 
boom,  two  masts  with  topmast  shipping  into  a  cap,  without  tops  or 
crosstrees. 


Steamer  Herald,  a  fast  steamer  of  light  draft,  will  probably  attempt 
Charleston,  cleared  for  Bermuda;  nominal  commander  Atwell,  but 
real  captain  Coxetter,  formerly  of  the  Union  service  and  at  onetime 
in  command  of  privateer  Jeff '  Davis. 


Steamer  Minna,  iron  screw,  black  hull,  red  bottom,  three  masts 
square  rigged  forward,  red  portholes,  figurehead  a  shield  of  red,  white’ 
and  blue,  cabin  on  dp.nlr  wp.11  n-Pf*  parYfain^o  «nmA  tt-^4- — 


Steamer  Sophia,  of  Liverpool. 


*  Marks  omitted. 
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On  the  9  th  of  May  steamers  Nashville ,  Kate,  Theodora ,  and  Nellie 
were  at  Nassau;  also  the  brig  Fannie  Lewis. 

The  gunboat  Oreto  is  reported  to  have  been  built  in  England  for  the 
Confederate  States.  On  the  9th  instant  she  was  in  Nassau,  receiving 
her  armament  on  board;  bark  rigged,  with  two  smoke  pipes  in  line 
fore  and  aft. 

Ship  Shooting  Star ,  1,500  tons,  built  in  Baltimore,  under  British 
colors,  having  fallen  when  on  the  ways  and  broke  her  back,  which 
gives  her  a  peculiar  appearance  like  a  rainbow.  Cargo  for  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘  1  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Quake r  City. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eaton ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  arrival  of'  TJ.  S.  schooner  Beauregard  for  cooperation  in  Tampa 
Bay. 

U.  S.  Baric  Ethan  Allen, 

Tampa  Bay ,  April  13,  1863\Ji\. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  on  the  8th  instant  of  the 
U.  S.'  schooner  Beauregard  with  orders  to  cooperate  with  me  if  1 
should  deem  it  advisable  to  make  a  demonstration  at  this  point.  In 
coming  into  the  bay  the  Beauregard  grounded  and  I  sent  two  boats  to 
her  assistance,  so  that  they  were  enabled  to  get  her  on  withou 
difficulty. 

*  *  *  *  *  *_ 
Yesterday  I  sent  the  Beauregard  over  to  Point  Pliney  [Piney  Point?] 
to  shell  out  a  company  of  soldiers  who  were  stationed  there  to  watch 
our  movements  and  signal  to  the  town.  A  few  shells  drove  them 
away  and  a  force  was  landed,  and  the  barracks,  consisting  of  log  huts, 
destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  r  Wm.  B.  Eaton, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Naval  demonstration  at  Tampa,  Fla. ,  April  13,  186%. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eaton,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  Bark  Ethan 
^  Allen,  transmitting  correspondence. 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 
Tampa  Bay ,  April  If  1863. 

Sir-  Yesterday  I  went  on  board  the  Beauregard  with  my  boat’s 
crow  and  moceeded  up  the  bay  to  within  1*  miles  of  Tampa,  sound¬ 
ing  out  the  channel  and  laying  down  a  few  buoys,  and  Ending  plenty 
of  water  to  float  the  ship. 
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I  sent  a  flag  of  truce  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  G.  B.  Stephenson 
inshore  with  the  following  communication  to  the  commander  of  the 
forces  there. 

Mr.  Stephenson  met  Major  Thomas,  the  commander,  who  came  off 
in  a  boat  and  who  gave  him  a  reply,  with  which  he  returned  to  the 
schooner,  and  I  got  underway  and  returned  on  board  my  vessel.  I 
enclose  full  copies  of  the  correspondence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Eaton, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  McKean. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Schooner  of  War, 

April  13,  186 2. 

Sir:  I  demand  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  the  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  town  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  together  with  all  munitions  of 
war  and  ordnance  stores  contained  therein. 

If  these  terms  are  not  complied  with  I  will  give  you  twenty-four 
hours  to  remove  all  women  and  children  to  a  proper  distance  and  then 
proceed  to  bombard  the  town. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Eaton, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Forces 

Stationed  at  Tampa,  Fla. 


April  13,  1862. 

Your  note  of  to-day’s  date,  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  fort  at 
lampa  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge.  In  reply  I  would  respect¬ 
fully  state  that  1  can  not  accept  the  proposition  to  surrender,  though, 
tor  the  sake  of  humanity,  I  accept  your  terms  in  regard  to  the  removal 
ot  the  women  and  children. 


Lieutenant  [Acting  Master  G.  B.]  Stephenson 
apology  for  this  manner  of  replying  to  your  note, 
without  preparing  for  such  an  occasion. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


will  express  my 
I  left  the  shore 


R.  B.  Thomas, 

Lieutenant  Wm.  B.  Eaton,  m°r'  0ommandin9- 

U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding. 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eaton,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

Qti>.  T  i  , -i  ,  Tampa  Bay ,  May  6,  1862. 

of your  favo?*  of  theT^  acknowled/e  the  receipt  per  Rhode  Island 

mencing  an°attack  ultl^0’  and  regret  that  my  design  of  com¬ 

mencing  an  attack  on  Tampa  did  not  meet  your  approval,  but  I  would 


*Not  found. 
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say  in  justification  of  my  course  that  the  threat  to  bombard  the  town 
was  an  inadvertence  and  should  have  read  “fort”  or  “battery,”  which, 
however,  laid  directly  in  front  of  and  afforded  protection  to  the  towm 
1  had  the  best  of  information  from  parties  who  had  but  a  short  time 
before  been  there  and  had  made  their  escape  that  the  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  had  all  been  removed  from  the  town  and  that  most  if  not  all  the 
property  holders  were  strong  secessionists. 

You  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  overlook  the  error  in  judgment  which  I 
made,  on  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  I  have  been  here  with 
my  vessel  nearly  six  months,  and  after  a  long  period  of  necessary 
inaction  I  was  naturally  anxious  of  giving  my  officers  and  men  an 
opportunity  of  showing  their  mettle,  and  affording  them  the  chance 
which  they  so  much  desired  of  doing  something,  if  ever  so  little,  toward 
crippling  the  enemy,  and 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Eaton, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  II.  S.  Many,  regarding  affairs  of  the 

squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  April  19 ,  186%. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  place,  on 
the  17th  instant,  of  the  schooner  Thomas  R.  Holcombe ,  having  on  board 
Mr.  Francis  McDermott,  master  machinist,  and  twenty-five  mechanics, 
with  materials  for  a  machine  shop,  machinery,  etc. 

*  *****  * 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  steamer 
Florida ,  another  of  the  steamers  mentioned  in  your  communication 
of  the  12th  ultimo,  as  having  escaped  from  New  Orleans.  She  was 
taken  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  by  the  boats  of  the  bark  Pursuit.  A  copy 
of  the  report*  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  David  Cate,  with  a  copy  of 
his  orders  to  Acting  Master  Lewis,  in  command  of  the  expedition,  are 
herewith  transmitted.  The  report  f  of  Acting  Master  Lewis  I  have 
not  yet  received;  if  received  in  time,  I  will  forward  a  copy;  if  not,  1 
will  send  it  by  the  next  mail. 

The  Florida ,  when  taken,  was  loading  with  cotton.  She  had  on  board 
211  bales;  her  cargo,  if  completed,  would  have  been  about  800.  She 
is  now  taking  in  coal  and  provisions  preparatory  to  leaving  for  Phila¬ 
delphia,  to  which  port  she  is  ordered  for  adjudication.  I  have  exam¬ 
ined  her,  and  find  that  her  upper  deck  is  too  light  to  carry  guns  of 
any  weight.  I  have  not  the  means  to  strengthen  her  sufficiently,  or  I 
should  retain  and  convert  her  into  a  gunboat. 

The  bark  Amanda ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Good¬ 
win,  arrived  last  night  from  Baltimore.  I  shall  dispatch  her  immedi¬ 
ately  on  a  cruise. 

I  am  anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  San  Jacinto ,  as  my  posi¬ 
tion  now  is  most  mortifying,  the  manner  in  which  the  squadron  is 


*  See  p.  205. 


fSee  p.  206. 
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divided  being  such  as  to  leave  me  neither  means  nor  opportunity  to 
operate  against  the  enemy,  as  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Pensacola,  the 
only  points  of  importance,  have  all  been  included  in  the  command  ot 

Flag-Officer  Farragut. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  F  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  G. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Goodwin ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  cruise  in  search  of  Uockade  runners 
from  Llavana.  * 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  19,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  cruise  between  Tortugas  and  the  coast  of  Cuba,  keeping  near¬ 
est  to  the  Cuban  shores,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  vessels  from 
Havana  bound  to  Southern  ports  and  vessels  which  may  have  run  the 
blockade  bound  to  Havana. 

-X  *x-  -X-  *  *  -x- 

At  the  expiration  of  six  weeks  you  will  return  off  this  port  and  sig 
nal  for  instructions. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

[Acting  Volunteer]  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Goodwin, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Amanda,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  proposing  measures  for 
the  occupation  of  various  points  in  Florida. 

No.  22.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  5th  instant,  authorizing  me  to  leave  the  affairs  of  the 
squadron  in  charge  of  the  senior  officer  and  return  to  Boston  in  this 
ship  in  the  event  of  my  feeling  unable  to  remain  a  month  or  two 
longer. 

Although  my  position  (for  reasons  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  19th 
instant)  is  a  painful  one,  I  shall  not,  in  the  present  situation  of  our 
country,  avail  myself  of  your  permission  to  leave  my  station,  unless 
compelled  to  do  so  by  physical  inability  to  perform  its  duties.  I  hope, 
however,  that  the  San  Jacinto  will  be  dispatched  at  the  earliest  moment 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  permit. 

1  have  received,  by  the  Rhode  Island,  your  communication  of  the 
31st  ultimo  in  reference  to  the  violation  of  the  blockade  at  Charleston 
and  the  constant  trade  between  that  place  and  Nassau;  also  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  26th  ultimo,  enclosing  copy  of  a  letter  from  J.  Cun¬ 
ningham  6c  Co.  in  reference  to  small  vessels  from  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans.  Although  no  longer  responsible  for  the  blockade  west  of 
St.  Andrew  s  Bay,  3-et  should  you  comply  with  my  request  for  three 
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or  four  fast  steamers  ^  to  replace  those  sent  home  for  repairs,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  vessels  which  escape  from  the 
westward  could  be  intercepted  before  reaching  Havana  and  that  the 
traffic  between  Charleston  and  Havana  and  Nassau  would  not  be  car¬ 
ried  on  with  quite  so  much  impunity  as  it  is  at  present. 

1  will  here  state  that  I  have  received  a  communication  from  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  gunboat  Huron ,  requesting  that  I  will  cause  the  mails 
for  that  vessel  to  be  returned  to  Port  Royal,  as  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont 
has  decided  to  attach  her  to  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

From  reports  received  from  the  commanders  of  the  various  block¬ 
ading  vessels  and  from  deserters  who  have  come  over,  I  learn  there  is 
a  strong  Union  feeling  in  west  Florida,  kept  under  only  by  want  of 
arms  and  means  of  resistance  to  the  secession  party.  In  my  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  3d  instant  I  informed  you  that  I  had  applied  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Brannan  for  men  to  occupy  Apalachicola,  Cedar  Keys,  and  Tampa, 
and  could  he  have  furnished  them  I  would  have  immediately  taken 
possession  of  those  points.  One  thousand  men  would,  1  think,  be  suf¬ 
ficient  to  occupy  those  places,  and,  in  my  opinion,  their  occupation 
would  have  a  good  moral  effect,  and  would  also  enable  us  to  protect 
the  Union  inhabitants,  who  have  been  shamefully  illtreated  by  the 
rebels  in  several  instances.  The  commander  of  the  Ethan  Allen,  at 
Tampa  Bay,  has  now  upward  of  25  men,  women,  and  children  (who 
have  been  driven  from  their  homes)  under  the  protection  of  his  guns 
upon  Egmont  Key,  and  has  been  obliged  to  ration  them  from  his  ship 
to  prevent  starvation.  The  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship,  the  Kensing¬ 
ton ,  and  other  vessels  in  the  harbor  have  taken  up  a  subscription  for 
their  benefit,  and  I  shall  dispatch  a  vessel  in  a  day  or  two  with  sup¬ 
plies  for  their  relief,  as  I  understand  that  the  women  and  children  are 
in  a  very  suffering  condition,  not  only  from  want  of  proper  food,  but 
clothing. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication,  received  this  day 
from  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  at  Fort  Pickens,  requesting  my 
cooperation  to  take  possession  of  Pensacola,  with  a  copy  of  my  reply 
thereto. 

Acting  Master  Holbrook  has  reported  and  will  be  assigned  to  duty 
as  captain  of  the  port,  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
which  was  received  by  the  Rhode  Island.  As  he  will  require  a  boat 
and  boat’s  crew,  I  shall  fit  up  one  of  the  prize  schooners  as  a  guard 
vessel  for  his  accommodation,  and  this  arrangement  when  completed 
will  enable  me  to  dispatch  the  Wanderer  as  a  cruising  vessel.  I  there¬ 
fore  request  that  a  paymaster  and  assistant  surgeon  may  be  ordered  to 
her  by  the  earliest  opportunity.  1  have  also  to  request  that  six  mas¬ 
ter’s  mates  may  be  sent  out  for  duty  in  the  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens ,  April  13 ,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  Our  recent  victories  in  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  etc., 
having  caused  the  rebels  to  remove  most  of  their  best  troops  from  the 
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navy  yard  and  their  whole  defensive  line  from  Fort  McRee  to  Pensa¬ 
cola,  I  am  confident  (although  they  apparently  present  a  bold  front  as 
respects  their  forts  and  batteries)  that  if  you  will  cooperate  with  me, 
by  furnishing  one  or  two  gunboats,  I  can  land  a  sufficient  force,  with 
your  aid,  to  retake  Pensacola,  the  navy  yard,  and  their  entire  line  of 
forts  and  batteries;  moreover,  you  can  capture  four  of  their  steamers 
and  several  schooners. 

I  have  under  my  command  from  1,800  to  2,000  available  troops  on 
this  island,  but  1  am  perfectly  helpless  for  any  offensive  movement  off 
the  island  without  naval  cooperation  and  water  transportation.  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut  writes  to  me  that  he  can  not  assist  me  against  Pensa¬ 
cola  till  he  has  taken  New  Orleans;  then  the  opportune  moment  may 
have  passed.  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  come  here  immediately  and 
bring  one  or  two  gunboats,  for  I  would  be  most  happy  to  cooperate 
with  Mag-Officer  McKean.  The  Navy  has  not  a  single  vessel  off  Pen¬ 
sacola  Harbor. 

I  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  Arnold, 

Brigadier-  General ,TJ.  S.  A.,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division ,  U.  S.  Gulf  Squadron. 


U.  S.  FLAGsmr  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  23,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your 
communication  of  the  13th  instant. 

It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  comply  with  your  request  to 
cooperate  with  you  in  taking  Pensacola,  and  I  most  deeply  regret  that 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  so,  as  Pensacola  is  not  within  the  limits  of 
my  command,  but  is  included  in  that  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut.  I 
have  no  right  to  operate  within  the  limits  of  his  command,  and  if  I 
had,  I  have  not  an  available  force,  having  been  compelled  to  send  home 
five  steamers  for  repairs,  which  so  reduces  my  force  that  it  is  barely 
sufficient  to  enforce  the  blockade  which  I  am  instructed  to  maintain.  ~ 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  L.  G.  Arnold, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  Pickrns. 


Repart  of  Commander  Stellwagen ,  U.  S.  JVa/vy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

ALercedita ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  steamer 

Bermuda,  April  27,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Key  West ,  May  3,  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  to  report  my  return  to  this  port  after  an  absence  of 
nineteen  days  of  most  active  cruising,  and  the  expenditure  of  all  mv 
coal.  J 

Accompanying  this  please  receive  a  tabular  statement  of  vessels 
boarded,  a  report  ot  the  circumstances  of  boarding  the  Spanish  steamer 
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Isla  de  Cuba ,  and  of  the  threat  of  her  commander  to  report  to  his 
Government  the  stoppage  of  his  vessel  engaged  in  carrying  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  mail,  and  of  a  collision  with  the  French  barkentine  Tage. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  on  the  27th  ultimo  I  fell  in  with, 
chased,  and  boarded  the  steamer  Bermuda  about  20  miles  N.  E.  by 
E.  i  E.  from  Abaco  light.  She  proved  to  be  loaded  with  about  1,000 
tons  of  contraband  goods,  among  which  a  battery  of  7  fieldpieces 
(rifled),  with  carriages  and  everything  complete,  a  number  of  heavier 
rifled  cannon,  42,720  pounds  of  powder  in  barrels,  and  one-half  and  one- 
fourth  barrels;  70  barrels  of  cartridges,  over  600  cases  of  shells,  etc. 
(See  extract  from  manifest.) 

They  are  represented  as  shipped  by  and  on  account  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co. ,  Liverpool.  1  believe  the  senior  partner  is  a  Mr. 
Fraser,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  Her  log  books  show  her  to  have  run  the 
blockade  before.  The  mate  and  several  of  [her]  crew  were  in  her  at 
the  time.  She  had  two  manifests  showing  some  discrepancies.  1  found 
letters  and  orders  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  for  goods.  Some  of  her 
lading  is  directed  to  Georgia.  The  captain  admits  the  goods  were 
intended  finally  to  reach  the  rebel  States,  but  were  free  from  liability 
of  capture  in  going  to  Nassau.  The  engineer  said  if  they  had  known 
who  we  were  we  would  not  have  caught  them,  and  I  understand  that  a 
large  lot  of  papers  were  thrown  overboard  and  sunk  with  the  grind¬ 
stone,  and  another  package  burned. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  send  her  in 
for  adjudication,  and  put  a  prize  crew  of  nearly  30  persons  under 
Lieutenant  T.  Abbot,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  sent  her  to  Philadelphia,  the 
port  designated  by  you  to  send  prizes  to. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  East  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  28,  1862. 


Names. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Key  West . 

Cruising  between  Providence  Channel 
and  Cape  Canaveral. 

Cruising  off  S.  K.  Providence  Channel. 
Cruising  between  Cape  San  Antonio, 
and  Tortugas,  and  Havana 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Blockading. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Will  sail  to-morrow  for  Indian  River. 
Arrived  yesterday,  is  taking  m  coal  and 
will  leave  immediately  for  St.  Marks. 

Apalachicola,  West  Pass . 

Beauregard . 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Crocker , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Kensington. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  29,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Kensingto7i  under  your  com¬ 
mand  without  delay  to  the  Pass  a  POutre,  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  report  to  Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut,  commanding  Western  Gulf 
Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Frederick  Crocker, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Kensington,  Key  West,  Fla. 


General  Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean. 

Flagship  Niagara,  May  1,  1862. 

Officers  and  crews  of  vessels  captured  by  the  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron, 
for  violation  of  the  blockade,  are  not  to  be  separated  or  removed  from 
the  prize,  unless  deemed  necessary  for  her  security. 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer,  Commandirig  Eastern  Gulf  Squadro7i. 


Report  of  lieutenant  Howell ,  If.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Tahoma ,  transmitting  reports  regarding  expeditio7is  in  search,  of 
suspicious  schooner  off  Cedar  Keys. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys ,  May  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  24th  ultimo  a  sail  was 
reported  from  the  masthead  standing  in.  I  was  in  the  midst  of  haul¬ 
ing  off  the  Ezilda,  fast  on  shore  on  a  sand  bank,  had  two  anchors  ahead, 
and  was  heaving  at  the  capstan  and  making  60  revolutions  with  the 
engines.  1  succeeded  in  getting  her  off,  and  about  thirty  minutes  after 
the  sail  was  reported  commenced  getting  underway,  having  previously 
dispatched  a  boat  to  sound  the  bar  between  the  buoys,  as  the  tides 
were  unusually  low.  PTpon  the  return  of  the  boat,  stood  down  for  the 
liar,  and  at  1:50  grounded  in  9  feet  9  inches  water,  precisely  what 
el  77P  dl'aws  acc°rding  to  her  marks.  1  immediately  fitted  out  the 
Hilda,  and  sent  her  with  seven  good  and  thoroughly  armed  men  and 
the  first  cutter  of  this  vessel,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Hurley,  to 
either  pilot  in  or  bring  in  the  strange  sail.  1  supposed  the  schooner 
was  either  a  coal  or  provision  vessel  from  her  boldness  in  standing  in 
(she  was  never  in  sight  from  deck,  however),  but  I  think  now  that  the 
captain  had  gotten  out  of  his  reckoning  and  was  looking  for  some  land 
mark.  At  7  p.  m.  the  ship  floated  off.  I  had  laid  out  the  port 
bower  m  readiness  to  heave  her  off,  but  she  floated  at  less  than  half 
tide.  No  one  felt  when  she  grounded — 1  only  knew  it  by  seeing  her 
d  can  only  cross  the  bar  at  high  tide;  I  am  satisfied  of  that.  At 
1:50  o  clock  p.  m.  of  the  25th  ultimo  the  tender  returned.  I  enclose 
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Mr.  Hurley’s  report.  It  was  certainly  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Hurley 
should  have  shown  his  colors  to  and  fired  a  gun  at  a  vessel  distant 
miles,  standing  toward  him.  Of  course,  the  stranger  immediately  ran 
for  the  beach.  As  soon  as  I  heard  Mr.  Hurley’s  report  I  dispatched 
Lieutenant  Grosman,  with  Mr.  Hurley  as  pilot — sent  the  launch  and 
15  men.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Lieutenant  Crosman’s  report, 
which  I  think  you  will  find  interesting. 

At  2:45  of  the  26th  ultimo  Lieutenant  Crosman  returned  from  the 
wreck  and  was  again  dispatched  to  her. 

On  the  27th  ultimo  chased  the  Beauregard. 

On  the  28th  the  tender  again  returned.  Dispatched  both  tender 
and  Beauregard  to  the  wreck  as  soon  as  the  tender  was  discharged. 
May  1  tender  and  Beauregard  returned.  From  the  reports  made  by 
both  officers,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  let  you  know  as  soon  as 
possible  that  there  was  a  place  where  vessels  could  get  in  and  dis¬ 
charge,  unblockaded.  The  report  of  the  schooner  or  schooners  seen 
off  there  on  the  30th  ultimo,  of  course,  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
my  determination.  I  am  at  work  calking  the  upper  works  of  the 
Ezilda ,  and  she  will  sail  for  the  reefs  this  afternoon  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Higbee.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  many  of  the 

schooners  from  Havana  have  gone  in  to  St.  Martin’s  Reef. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 

lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean,  etc. 

P.  S. — No  papers  nor  anything  by  which  the  wreck  could  be  recog¬ 
nized  were  found.  I  send  burgee. 


[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  GrUNBOAT  TAHOMA, 

Of  Cedar  Keys ,  April  % 9 ,  \1862\. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  24th  instant,  I  stood  out 
to  sea  in  the  Tahoma?  s  tender  in  quest  of  a  suspicious  sail  then  seen  at 
8  p.  m.  off  the  beacon  on  Sea  Horse  Reef;  saw  lights  bearing  S.  E. ; 
followed  them  until  midnight;  finding  vessel  in  shoal  water,  came  to 
anchor,  vessel’s  light  having  disappeared.  At  daylight  found  our- 
selves  close  to  beacon  off  St.  Martin’s  Reef.  Saw  the  schoonei  inshoie 
of  us  standing  out  to  sea;  ran  down  for  her,  and  when  distant  about 
one-half  mile  fired  a  shell  athwart  her  bows  and  set  our  colors,  where¬ 
upon  she  wore  round  and  stood  in  for  the  land;  followed  her  in  until, 
finding1  our  vessel  touching  bottom,  hove  to  and  commenced  to  shell 
her;  finding  our  shell  falling  short  and  judging  her  to  be  ashore,  we 
were  forced  to  haul  off  in  deeper  water;  having  only  6  men  and  a  small 
boat,*  did  not  deem  it  judicious  to  board  her;  made  all  haste  back  to 
your  vessel  to  report  for  further  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Hurley, 

Acting  Alaster. 


J.  C.  Howell, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding 


TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma. 


*  This  vessel’s  first  cutter,  a  24-foot  boat. 
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U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Off  Sea  Horse  Key ,  May  1,  186%. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  ultimo 
I  started  in  the  tender,  taking  with  me  Acting  Master  Hurley  and  the 
launch,  in  pursuit  of  a  schooner  seen  that  morning  off'  St.  Martin’s 
Keys.  I  ran  down  some  14  miles  E.  S.  E.  and  anchored.  At  day¬ 
light  of  the  26th  I  discovered  the  sail  on  shore  and,  going  as  near  as 
the  tender’s  draft  of  water  permitted,  put  the  howitzer  in  the  launch 
and  pulled  toward  her.  It  was  a  fore-and-aft  schooner  with  topmasts 
down,  a  French  flag  fljdng  at  the  forestay. 

One  man  was  seen  leaving  over  the  bows,  and  a  column  of  black 
smoke  commenced  to  pour  up  from  her  stern.  I  pulled  in,  anxious  to 
put  out  the  fire,  pausing  from  the  chase  to  pursue  two  sailboats  which 
were  escaping  in  among  the  keys,  but  seeing  them  rapidly  leave  me, 
hastened  toward  the  burning  schooner.  When  within  about  800 
yards  she  blew  up  with  a  loud,  heavy  report.  I  went  alongside  the 
wreck  and  saw,  from  what  remained,  that  it  had  been  of  some  130 
tons,  if  not  more,  built  of  pitch  pine  entirely,  I  suppose  in  a  Southern 
port;  had  a  center  board,  and  a  very  flat  floor,  making  her  draft  of 
water  not  more  than  five  or  six  feet  when  deep. 

The  tremendous  force  of  the  explosion,  which  in  a  moment  reduced 
the  schooner  to  a  floating  mass  of  timber,  leaving  not  a  vestige  of  decks, 
upper  works,  mainmast,  gaff,  or  boom,  literally  tearing  the  bow  apart 
from  the  stern,  leads  me  to  conclude  that  the  bulk  of  her  cargo  was 
gunpowder.  Smoking  still  upon  the  wreck,  which  now  only  consisted 
of  knightheads,  bowsprit,  counter,  and  a  few  floor  timbers,  were  sev¬ 
eral  bundles  of  corn  brooms,  and  upon  opening  two  large  barrels  I 
discovered  in  each  two  kegs  of  cannon  powder  carefully  packed  in 
oakum.  Quantities  of  saltpeter,  pearl  ash,  sulphur,  still  lay  partially 
immersed  in  the  water,  and  being  without  facilities  for  removing  all 
of  them  I  staved  the  barrels  and  emptied  them.  Great  numbers  of 
boxes,  marked  “calidad  superine,”  containing  soap,  were  among  the 
ruins,  and  for  an  area  of  200  yards  the  bottom  is  paved  with  loose 
bars.  A  few  oranges  and  pineapples  floating  about,  and  the  Spanish 
labels  on  a  few  small  articles  lead  me  to  conclude  she  came  from  some 
Spanish  port  in  the  West  Indies,  probably  Havana. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  revisited  the  wreck,  [also]  on  the  28th, 
29th,  and  30th.  The  two  last  days  I  was  accompanied  by  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Beauregard. 

The  afternoon  of  the  30th,  at  about  2  o’clock,  I  took  the  launch  and 
gun,  one  boat  from  the  Beauregard ,  and  two  additional  men,  making 
in  all  19  men,  and  pulled  down  between  the  keys  to  the  southward. 
A  schooner  had  been  seen  that  morning  to  seaward,  standing  in,  and 
it  was  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  and  capturing  her,  as  well  as  to 
reconnoiter  and  observe  carefully  the  character  of  the  channel,  find 
out  if  .possible,  the  mouth  of  the  Homosassa  River,  examine  the  little 
keys  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wreck  for  portions  of  her  cargo  which 
might  have  been  hurriedly  landed,  and  look  for  beacons,  that  I  organ¬ 
ized  the  boat  expedition. 

1  found  nothing  landed  on  the  keys  I  visited,  and  upon  the  others, 
near  there,  none  but  a  very  small  boat  of  light  draft  could  have  reached, 
convincing  me  that  no  bulky  or  weighty  articles  had  been  taken  there 
at  least.  Beacons,  large  stakes,  painted,  one.  black  rock  with  a  white¬ 
washed  top,  make  the  channel  of  the  easiest,  and  it  is  only  strange 
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how,  with  so  conspicuous  marks,  the  wrecked  schooner  could  have 
mistaken  the  northern  side  of  the  keys  for  the  southern  and  struck 
upon  a  reef,  dry  at  low  water.  Carefully  examining  everything  like 
an  entrance  deep  enough  among  the  keys  for  a  vessel  I  met  with  no 
success  (I  speak  of  the  small  keys  next  the  mainland),  and  conjecture 
the  mouth  of  that  river  to  be  more  to  the  northward  than  we  pulled, 
although  at  several  places  openings  of  some  size  would  occur.  After 
pulling  and  sailing  about  14  miles  from  the  two  schooners  and  discover¬ 
ing  nothing  of  the  chase,  no  signs  of  a  habitation  or  human  being,  and 
daylight  being  exhausted,  I  returned,  reaching  them  at  about  9  p.  m. 
Then  I  learned  that  another  schooner  had  been  seen  at  about  ten  min¬ 
utes  before  sundown  from  the  Beauregard' s  masthead,  bearing  S.  W. 
b}^  W.  and  standing  in  from  sea.  In  the  morning  at  daylight  both 
vessels  got  underway,  beat  down  to  the  southward  and  westward  and 
kept  a  careful  lookout  for  the  stranger  who,  I  thought,  ought  to  be 
just  about  that  time  running  in  toward  us,  as  I  did  not  think  he  could 
have  run  in  at  night. 

Bad  weather  coming  up,  and  the  sky  having  every  appearance  of 
blowy,  thick  weather,  the  launch  in  tow  preventing  the  schooner  being 
as  seaworthy  in  a  gale  as  she  might  be,  and  plenty  of  rocks  being  about, 
I  concluded  to  return  to  Cedar  Keys,  where  I  had  the  honor  to  report 
my  arrival  to-day  at  about  1:30  p.  m. 

Upon  the  next  page  is  an  inventory  of  all  articles  saved  from  the 
wreck,  including  also  some  which  were  picked  up  by  the  Beauregard 
on  the  29th. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  St.  Martin’s  Keys  are  an  oft-visited  port,  easy 
of  entrance  to  just  such  vessels  as  that  wrecked,  and  that  facilities  are 
there  for  discharging,  though  to  the  southward  of  the  wreck. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Nary. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy. 


List  of  articles  saved  from  wreck. 

1  anchor  of  400  pounds,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

1  anchor  of  300  pounds,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

60  fathoms  4-inch  iron  chain,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

45  fathoms  4-inch  iron  chain,  on  board  of  Beauregard. 

32  boxes  of  soap,  on  board  of  Tahoma  and  Guard. 

2  cork  fenders,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

50  pounds  borax,  on  board  of  Beauregard. 

10  pounds  black  paint,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

40  pounds  gum  shellac,  on  board  of  Beauregard . 

25  pounds  lead  pipe,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

125  fathoms  2-inch  manila,  on  board  of  Tahonia. 

124  corn  brooms,  70  to  Beauregard ,  Tahoma ,  and  Guard ,  ioi  A tagai  a. 
300  pounds  junk,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

15  blocks,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

50  fathoms  44-inch  manila,  on  board  ot  lahoma. 

1  pair  of  can  hooks,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

1  pair  of  box  hooks,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

40  pounds  12-thread  manila,  on  board  of  Tahoma. 

Old  mainsail,  foresail,  and  flying  jib,  on  board  of  Tahoma , 
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90  india  rubber  car  springs,  25  Tcthoma ,  65  Beauregard ,  for  boats, 
fenders,  and  for  coaling. 

1  galvanic  battery  with  a  coil  of  wire,  perhaps  to  be  used  as  a  military 
telegraph,  on  board  of  Beauregard. 

About  50  boxes  of  English  musket  percussion  caps  (12,000),  ruined, 
however,  by  salt  water,  on  board  of  Beaurgard. 

80  bottles  of  iodide  of  potassium,  on  board  of  Beauregard. 

I  found  one  French,  one  Sardinian,  and  one  American  ensign,  a 
burgee  with  red  field  and  white  letters,  and  a  flag  whose  nationality  I 
am  unable  to  decide  upon.  From  the  eagle,  cactus,  and  cross,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  it  is  intended  for  Mexican.  I  brought  away  the  figure¬ 
head,  an  eagle’s  head  and  neck,  but  could  discover  nothing  by  which 
to  get  at  the  vessel’s  name.  No  papers,  charts,  or  letters,  save  those 
in  the  burgee,  were  found. 


Boardi?ig  of  the  Spanish  steamer  Isla  de  Cuba  May  1 ,  186%. 


Report  of  Hag-Officer  McKean,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  T Vest,  May  7,  186%. 

Sir:  1  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report  (marked  A)  from  Com¬ 
mander  Stellwagen,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita ,  also  a  copv  of 
a  report  (marked  B)  from  Acting  Master  F.  J.  Cover,  of  the  Mer¬ 
cedita,  addressed  to  Commander  Stellwagen,  in  reference  to  boarding 
a  Spanish  steamer  called  the  Isla  de  Cuba. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita. 

A. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Near  Sal.  Cay ,  May  1,  186%. 

Sir.  I  have  to  report  that  I  this  day  fell  in  with  a  large  steamer 
standing  to  the  northeast  and  gave  chase;  as  I  neared  her  hoisted  our 
colors  and  fired  a  32-pounder  gun  with  a  blank  cartridge.  She  hoisted 
a  Spanish  ensign,  but  stood  on.  In  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  fired  the 
same  gun  a  second  time;  she  still  paid  no  attention.  I  examined  with  a 
glass  several  times,  but  could  see  no  pennant,  and  after  a  long  interval 
I  hred  a  shell  from  the  rifled  gun  well  astern  of  her,  as  I  saw  she  was 

.  \  °  .  'UCTb  and  supposed  she  might  be  some  vessel  on  transport  duty 
with  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  She  then  stopped,  and  I  felt  pretty 
certain  my  conjecture  was  right,  and  sent  a  boat  with  some  news¬ 
papers,  and  to  say  I  was  sorry  to  have  detained  them  a  little,  and 
offered  usual  services,  etc. ,  from  one  Government  vessel  to  another. 

Just  as  the  boat  was  lowered  I  saw  for  the  first  time  her  pennant 
apparently  ]ust  run  close  up  to  the  truck,  either  just  then  hoisted  or 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


227 


if  up  before  it  must  have  been  foul  of  mast  or  rigging’  so  as  not  to 
show. 

On  the  return  of  my  boat  I  was  much  surprised  to  hear  the  Spanish 
commander  was  offended  at  being  boarded,  and  said  he  intended  to 
report  it.  to  his  Government.  The  officers  understood  him  to  refuse 
to  give  his  name.  The  steamer  is  called  La  Ida  de  Citba  and  the  cap¬ 
tain  proclaimed  her  to  be  a  Government  mail  steamer.  Of  course 
there  was  no  intention  to  search  as  soon  as  we  discovered  she  was  not 
one  of  the  large  vessels  carrying  arms  to  our  enemies,  and  the  boat, 
papers,  offers  of  services,  etc.,  were  truly  courtesies  to  her  national 
character. 

I  will  send  statement  of  the  boarding  officer  with  this. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division ,  Gulf  Squadron. 


Statement  of  Acting  Master  Gover,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  boarding  officer. 

B. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita,  May  7,  186%. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  }Tour  orders  I  boarded  the  Spanish  screw 
steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Ida  de  Cuba ,  conveying  mails  and 
passengers  from  Havana  to  Spain,  but  to  what  port  I  was  unable  to 
ascertain.  The  commander  appeared  to  be  very  indignant  at  being 
stopped.  I  explained  to  him,  through  Acting  Gunner  Amee  (who 
accompanied  me  as  interpreter)  that  vessels  were  constantly  attempt¬ 
ing  to  run  into  Havana  and  other  ports  with  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  for  the  use  of  the  rebels,  and  also  that  if  likely  to  be  overhauled 
by  one  of  our  cruisers  they  did  not  hesitate  to  hoist  the  Spanish  or 
any  other  flag  to  evade  being  boarded.  I  also,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  stated  that  you  were  sorry  for  the  slight  delay  occasioned,  and 
tendered  any  assistance  in  case  it  was  needed  by  them.  The  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Ida  de  Cuba  then  demanded  the  name  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  cruiser  and  of  the  commander,  which  I  gave  him,  on  which  he 
stated  that  he  intended  representing  the  matter  to  the  Spanish  Gov¬ 
ernment  on  his  arrival  in  Spain,  after  which  1  left  the  vessel  and 
returned  on  board  this  ship. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  Gover, 

Acting  Master ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mercedita. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Schenck.TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence ,  to  proceed  to  duty  m 
the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

,  Navy  Department,  May  7,  186%. 

Sir-  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  frigate  St.  Lawrence  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Flag-Oflficer  McKean  or  the 
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senior  commanding  officer  present  for  duty  in  the  Eastern  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 

You  will  receive  on  board  such  ordnance  stores  as  the  Bureau  may 
give  directions  to  be  sent  to  Key  West. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  J.  F.  Schenck, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  0 fleer  McKean ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  requesting  informationfor  the  British  minister  regarding  the 
capture  of  the  schooner  Florida  and  the  affair  of  the  Southport. 

Navy  Department,  May  2,  1862. 
Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  memorandum  (copy)  left  at  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State  by  Lord  Lyons  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  British 
schooner  Florida  by  the  U.  S.  hark  James  L.  Davis  and  the  boarding 
of  the  British  bark  Southport  by  a  vessel  supposed  to  have  been  an 
American  cruiser  near  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  Department  with  a  detailed  report 
of  the  capture  of  the  Florida  and  with  any  information  you  possess 
or  can  obtain  in  relation  to  the  affair  of  the  Southport. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean,  etc. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Lieutenant  McCauley , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  2,  1862. 
Sir.  So  soon  as  the  repairs  and  transfers  are  completed  on  board 
the  vessel  under  your  command,  you  will  proceed  to  Key  West  and 
report  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Flag-Officer 
William  W.  McKean,  commanding.  You  will  use  great  caution  in 
running  down  the  coast  to  avoid  being  at  sea  in  heavy  weather,  touch¬ 
ing  at  every  point  in  our  possession,  if  necessary,  to  escape  severe 
weather. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Lieutenant  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  Fort  Henry,  etc.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


RejMWt  of  Lieutenant  Winslow ^  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
186?  C  uyLer'  re9ardin9  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Jane,  May  3, 

u.  S.  S.  It.  R,.  CuYLER, 

Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  Sunday,  May  J,  1862. 

.  ^  ^av  6  th(irr!,lorior  reP01‘t  the  arrival  of  the  Cuyler  at  this  place 

this  afternoon.  The  court  will  convene  on  board  to-morrow  morning, 
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and  its  proceedings  be  brought  to  a  close  at  the  earliest  practicable 
date. 

A  smau  schooner  of  26  tons  (the  Jane ,  of  Nassau)  was  captured 
yesterday  about  40  miles  S.  S.  W.  of  Tampa  Bay,  having  left  Nassau 
the  24th  ultimo  bound  to  Matamoras;  her  proximity  to  the  coast  in 
connection  with  the  fact  of  a  quantit}^  of  pig  lead  on  board  afforded 
strong  presumption  of  an  intent  to  violate  the  blockade,  while  the 
recently  acquired  register  with  other  papers  indicated  a  merely  col¬ 
lusive  and  fictitious  transfer  of  the  vessel,  formerly  the  Jose  Ton ,  of 
New  Orleans.  She  will  be  dispatched  to  Key  West  to-morrow  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  T.  Wright,  who  is  instructed  to  report  to 
you  on  his  arrival.  As  the  schooner  had  scarcely  accommodations 
for  the  prize  crew  it  was  fortunately  in  my  power  to  send  all  the  party 
found  on  board  down  to  Key  West  to-day  on  board  the  Beauregard , 
which  was  accidentally  met  just  off  this  place  under  orders  to  proceed 
to  Key  West. 

On  Thursday  we  chased  a  large  side-wheel  steamer  four  hours  along 
the  coast  of  Cuba,  but  she  succeeded  in  slipping  into  Bahia  Honda 
under  English  colors.  Just  as  we  were  getting  within  the  range  of 
our  Parrott  gun  a  few  projectiles  were  thrown  ahead  of  the  steamer, 
but  a  due  regard  to  the  neutral  jurisdiction  of  the  Spanish  Govern¬ 
ment  as  we  approached  the  coast  obliged  us  to  cease  firing. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Francis  Winslow, 

Lieutena/n  t ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.E.  Gulf  Squad.,  U.  S.  Frigate  Niagara,  Key  West,  Fla. 

P.  S. — The  usual  monthly  reports  are  herewith  enclosed. 


Second  report  of  Lieutenant  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  II.  II.  Cuyler ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Jane, 
May  3,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cutler, 

jit  Sea ,  May  8,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  transmitted  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  entitled 
to  a  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  schooner  Jane  and  cargo,  recently 
captured  by  the  steamer  under  my  command  in  latitude  26°  52'  N., 
longitude  83  08'  W.,  about  40  miles  S.  S.  W.  of  Tampa  Bay. 

When  first  discovered  the  schooner  was  steering  to  the  northward 
(toward  the  coast  of  Florida)  with  the  wind  about  W.  N.  W.,  but  on 
the  approach  of  the  Cuylev  her  course  was  changed  to  the  south  waid 
and  westward  and  an  English  ensign  hoisted.  On  examination,  an 
English  register,  recently  issued  at  Nassau,  was  produced  with  a 
clearance  from  that  port  for  Matamoras.  The  crew  list  describing 
the  nationality  of  the  party  on  board  was  not  officially  authenticated 
by  any  port  officer,  and  there  was  no  manifest  of  the  caigo.  lhe 
name  of  James  Lyons,  the  nominal  owner,  was  inscribed  on  the  crew 
list  as  mate.  The  supercargo,  and  probably  real  owner  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  acknowledged  himself  an  American  by  birth  with  a  family 
residing  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  the  master  is  believed  to  have  a 
family  at  Tampa.  There  was  therefore  every  probability  of  a  col¬ 
lusive  transfer  of  the  vessel,  formerly  the  Jose  Ton,  a  New  Orleans 
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centerboard  schooner,  of  about  26  tons.  Her  proximity  to  the  coast 
of  Florida  (about  200  miles  from  her  natural  course  to  Matamoras), 
in  connection  with  the  pig  lead  composing  part  of  her  cargo,  afforded 
the  strongest  presumption  of  an  intent  to  violate  the  blockade,  and  is 
believed  to  justify  the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  which  has  been  sent  to 
Key  West  for  adjudication. 

\\  ith  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Francis  Winslow, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Revoid  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  capture  of  the  steamer  Ella  Warley 

C formerly  Isabel)  and  schooners  Mersey  and  Maria  ( formerly  Sallie 

Rose). 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

New  York,  May  f  186%. 

Sir:  I  sailed  from  Havana  on  the  5th  of  April  in  obedience  to  vour 
order  of  March  28. 

I  cruised  between  Cape  Canaveral  and  N.  E.  Providence  Channel 
boarding  three  steamers,  five  barks,  eight  brigs,  and  five  schooners* 
and,  seeing  only  vessels  engaged  in  honest  trade,  thought  I  would  be 
justified  in  cruising  on  a  line  between  the  eastern  end  of  Abaco  and 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  about  100  miles  from  the  land  and  keeping  the 
eastern  end  of  Abaco  bearing  from  S.  to  S.  S.  W. 

On  the  day  after  my  arrival  at  that  position,  the  23d  of  April  we 
saw  a  steamer  that  answered  the  description  of  the  Nashville,  burning 
haul  coal  and  steering  north.  We  made  chase  and  used  all  exertions 
to  overhaul  her,  but  she  ran  away  from  us  at  the  rate  of  2  miles  an 
^ 01  more,  and  after  five  hours’  chase  was  out  of  sight. 

On  the  same  day  at  6  p.  m.  we  overhauled  a  schooner  without  name 
papers,  or  flag,  three  days  from  Charleston  and  loaded  with  cotton9 
1  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  West. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  120  miles  from  the  land,  we  made  a  steamer 
standing  to  the  N.  W . ;  chased  and  overhauled  her.  She  proved  to  be 
the  Lila  Warley  (formerly  Isabel),  loaded  with  contraband  and  such 
articles  as  the  rebels  are  most  in  need  of.  I  put  on  board  a  prize  crew 
of  -  officers,  2  engineers,  15  men,  and  8  marines,  and,  the  prize  want- 
ng  coal  and  water  to  take  her  to  New  York,  I  stood  for  Port  Koval, 
the  nearest  place,  for  supplies.  y  ' 

On  the  26th  April  1  spoke  a  schooner  named  Mersey  (formerly  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  ot  Charleston),  with  English  flag  and  register  just  issued  from 
Nassau,  bound  to  Baltimore,  and  loaded  with  the  usual  blockade  cargo— 
salt,  drugs,  leather  coflee,  etc.— a  cargo  incompatible  with  her  destina- 
t  on  When  I  made  her,  she  was  standing  N.  W.  with  a  S.  E.  wind 
the  bearing  of  Charleston.  W  hen  I  was  close  enough  to  be  made  out’ 
she  altered  her  course  to  N.  E.  I  seized  her  as  a  pfize,  and  as  I  ™ 
convoying  the  Isabel,  took  the  schooner  in  tow  to  Port  Koval  nut 
prize  crew  on  board,  and  sent  her  to  New  York  11 

On  my  arrival  at  Port  Koyal  I  found  the  cargo  of  the  Isabel  was 
composed  in  great  part  of  rifles,  swords,  and  other  munitions  and 
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supplies  of  vital  importance  to  the  rebels  at  this  time,  and.  that  she  had 
35  persons  on  board,  most  of  them  desperate  and  wily  characters,  res¬ 
idents  of  Charleston  and  well-known  men  on  the  coast,  who  had 
eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  blockade  for  so  many  months. 

At  the  same  time,  I  had  only  one  master,  a  master’s  mate,  and  gun¬ 
ner  left  on  board,  and  59  men  of  the  ship  away  on  prizes,  and  would 
have  been  inefficient  had  I  returned  to  Key  West.  Under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  1  decided  to  convoy  the  steamer  to  New  York,  and  more¬ 
over,  the  prize  was  of  such  a  character,  and  had  accomplished  so  much 
for  the  rebels,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  see  her  safe  into  port  where  she 
could  be  adjudicated. 

I  left  Port  Royal  on  the  30tli  of  April,  having  the  Isabel  in  convoy, 
and  the  same  morning  overhauled  the  schooner  Maria  (formerly  Sallie 
Rose ,  of  Charleston),  Charleston  bearing  N.  N.  W.  distant  15  miles. 
She  was  also  from  Nassau,  under  English  flag  and  new  register,  with 
salt,  cotton,  cards,  and  cigars,  bound  to  New  York. 

The  character  of  her  cargo,  position,  and  suspicious  behavior  seemed 
to  justify  seizure,  and  I  put  my  remaining  master’s  mate  and  a  prize 
crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  New  York. 

I  hope  my  conduct,  under  the  circumstances  detailed,  will  meet  your 
approbation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander ,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 

P.  S.- — I  send  by  the  Baltic  the  master  and  mate  of  the  cotton 
schooner,  captured  on  the  23d  of  April,  without  name  or  papers,  and 
sent  to  Key  [West]  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Muldaur. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  English ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Somerset ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  steamer 
Circassian. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

Off  Coast  of  Cuba,  Sunday,  May  I,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department,  whilst  cruising  off 
the  coast  of  Cuba  (in  obedience  to  instructions  from  Flag-Officer 
William  W.  McKean),  between  Matanzas  and  Havana,  distant  from 
the  coast  about  10  miles,  I  discovered  a  steamer,  which  proved  to  be 
the  Circassian,  standing  to  the  westward. 

I  stood  down  for  her,  crossed  her  bow,  rounded  to,  and  hailed,  having 
hoisted  the  American  ensign.  She  had  an  English  ensign  flying.  _ 
Ordered  her  to  heave  to,  so  as  to  allow  me  to  send  a  boat  alongside, 
to  which  he  made  no  audible  reply,  but  proceeded  directly  on  his 
course.  As  she  was  much  faster  than  this  vessel,  I  tired  a  blank  car¬ 
tridge,  then  a  shell  to  the  right  of  her.  Still  he  continued  on  his  course, 
evidently  endeavoring  to  escape  me.  I  then  fired  a  shell  over,  which 
exploded  beyond  him.  Still  he  continued  on  his  course,  when  1  ordered 
a  shell  to  be  tired  into  him,  which  took  effect  in  his  fore  rigging;.  He 
then  stopped.  I  boarded,  and  finding  (so  far  as  I  am  able  to  ]udge) 
his  papers  not  in  accordance  with  the  customary  forms,  and  from  state¬ 
ments  made  by  some  of  his  crew,  I  felt  justified  in  taking  possession 
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of  her,  which  I  did,  and  placed  her  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  William 
A.  Arthur,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  with  her  to  Key  WTest,  Fla., 
for  adjudication. 

I  find  the  Circassian  among  a  list  of  vessels  furnished  me  by  Flag- 
Officer  William  W.  McKean  that  I  was  to  be  particularly  on  the 
lookout  for. 

Hoping  I  have  not  exceeded  my  instructions, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Li  enter)  ant ,  Commanding. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Lie  Kean,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of 
request  from  Commander  Porter ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  far  assistance  at  Nero 
Orleans. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  6,  186°2. 

.  ‘"’IB.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  Commander  Porter  which  I  received  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
1st  instant. 

A  fevv  hours  previously  I  had  dispatched  the  Somerset  to  cruise  for  a 
short  time  near  Havana  previous  to  her  proceeding  to  St.  Marks. 
Important  as  her  services  are  to  me,  I  considered  them  of  still  more 
nnpoitance  in  the  river,  and  therefore  got  underway  in  this  ship  and 
went  out  for  the  purpose  of  dispatching  her  to  the  assistance  of  Com- 
mander  Porter;  but  after  cruising  four  days  without  meeting  with  her 
and  three  of  our  boilers  having  given  out,  1  decided  to  return  to  this 
place,  where  on  my  arrival  this  morning  1  found  the  Somerset  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  prize  steamer  Circassian,  and  also  received  the  glorious 
mtelhgence  of  the  capture  of  New  Orleans,  which  obviates  the  neces- 
sity  toy  dispatching  her  to  the  river. 

My  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  English  were  to  send  his 

andZ?n™  seJw°rth3b  to  the  port  of  Boston  for  adjudication  (if  steamers 
and  in  want  of  coal,  touching  at  this  place  to  procure  it):  but  the 
engineers  of  the  Circassian  having  refused  duty  immediately  upon  her 

w£rwtnd,the  en£\neer  force  Of  the  Somerset  being  insufficient  to 
woik  both  steamers,  he  was  obliged  to  tbw  her  in.  As  she  would 
require  a,  large  engineer  force  to  work  her  to  the  North,  which  can  not 
be  spared  without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  squadron,  and  it  is 
not  cei tain  that  she  has  contraband  on  board,  although  I  have  little 

andffinf  l!f’  IT®  deTed  11  best  to  bave  her  adjudicated  in  this  port 

tttoThe“f:iUsarfeqUeSt  ““  ^  *°  *  d^ 

wav  toKevV  ?  the  2,d  ifstant  1  flU  in  with  the  Mereedita  on  her 
way  to  Ivey  West  foi  coal.  Commander  Stellwagen  reported  bavins? 

captured  the  English  steamer  Bermuda  and  chase'd  two  others  whteh 

escaped  by  the,.-  superior  speed.  Bermuda  is  loaded  with  arms  ord 

nance  stores  and  munitions  of  war.  She  was  dispatched  to  “he  port 

a  report  of  her  & ta re 

fLpTma^ver  Sjell?lgen,abso  reP°rts  an  accidental  collision  between 
the .Mercedita  and  a  French  merchant  steamer  on  the  evenino-  of  thTlst 
instant.  A  copy  of  this  report  is  herewith  transmitted.  * 
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Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  boilers  and  the  foulness  of  this  ship’s 
bottom,  the  greatest  speed  that  we  could  obtain  during  our  cruise,  with 
a  moderate  topgallant  breeze,  all  sail,  and  as  much  steam  as  the  boilers 
would  bear,  was  6^  knots. 

Two  steamers,  supposed  to  be  Confederate,  have  been  chased  by  the 
sailing  vessels  now  cruising  m  the  Gulf.  In  order  to  break  up  the 
trade  between  Southern  ports  and  Havana  and  Nassau  the  addition  of 
four  or  five  fast  steamers  to  this  squadron  is  essential.  The  season  for 
light  winds  has  now  commenced,  and  sailing  vessels  are  of  little  or  no 
use. 

The  duty  of  the  engineer  depai’tment  in  a  hot  climate  is  always 
severe.  1  therefore  request  that  four  additional  engineers  may  be 
sent  out  for  duty  in  the  squadron,  that  their  services  may  be  available 
in  the  event  of  making  captures. 

I  also  request  that  the  officers  and  crew  in  charge  of  the  prize 
steamer  Bermuda  may  be  ordered  to  rejoin  the  Merrcedita  at  the  earliest 
moment  practicable. 

I  had  contemplated  looking  in  at  Havana,  but  learning  that  it  would 
take  at  least  a  week  to  patch  the  boilers  I  deemed  it  best  to  return 
direct  to  this  place. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 
Mississippi  River ,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Our  fleet  passed  the  forts  on  the  night  of  the  24th  under  a  terri¬ 
ble  fire,  and  are  by  this  time  in  New  Orleans.  All  got  through  but  the 
Yanina ,  which  vessel  was  sunk  in  a  butting  encounter  with  the  Webster f 
which  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed  by  the  broadside  of  the  Varuna. 
The  captain  of  the  Dan  Smith  will  give  you  the  particulars  of  the 
engagement.  The  forts  still  hold  out.  Eleven  steamers  were  destroyed 
and  the  celebrated  ram.  The  squadron,  in  the  dark,  left  behind  them 
an  enemy  that  is  going  to  give  us  some  trouble  here,  and  we  have  not, 
I  fear,  force  enough  to  contend  with  it — I  mean  a  powerful  ironclad 
battery  of  10  or  16  guns.  The  enemy  are  working  night  and  day  to 
get  it  underway.  I  ask  all  the  assistance  you  can  give  us  in  the  shape 
of  steamers  with  heavy  guns  and  solid  shot.  There  is  no  time  for 
delay ;  we  may  otherwise  meet  with  disaster. 

1  received  a  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Farragut  to-day.  They  had  a 
rough  time  of  it,  but  lost,  killed  and  wounded,  not  over  100  men. 
We  on  this  side  of  the  fort  lost,  killed  and  wounded,  but  14..  The 
flag-officer  was  bound  direct  to  New  Orleans,  and  will  meet  with  no 
obstructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Flotilla. . 

[Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean], 

Commanding  Officer  at  Key  West. 


*The  Varuna  was  rammed  by  the  Governor  Moore  and  Stonewall  Jackson. 
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Letter  from  the  Vice-  Consul-  General  at  Havana  to  Flag- Officer 
McKean,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  arrivals  and  clearances  of  vessels  at 
that  port. 

U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana ,  May  7,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch  the  following  arrivals  and 
clearances  of  vessels  in  trade  with  the  blockaded  ports  have  occurred: 

Arrivals. 


May  2.  Mobile,  Confederate  schooner  Princeton ,  Barnes,  master; 
cotton. 

May  6.  Mobile,  Confederate  steamer  California ,  Porter,  master; 
cotton. 

May  7.  Mobile,  Confederate  steamer  Cuba ,  McConnell,  master; 
cotton. 

Cleared. 


April  30.  English  steamer  Fox ,  for  Matamoras. 

May  3.  English  sloop  B.  Burroughs ,  Nassau. 

May  5.  English  schooner  Bowena ,  Nassau. 

May  5.  English  schooner  Lucy ,  Nassau. 

May  6.  _  English  steamer  Min  ho,  Nassau. 

The  L  lizabeth ,  steamer,  formerly  the  General  Miramon ,  went  to  sea 
day  before  yesterday  morning,  but  she  must  have  seen  something,  for 
she  was  back  at  noon  reporting  damage  in  her  machinery.  To-day 
she  has  gone  again  to  some  Southern  port. 

The  English  steamer  Fox  was  chased  on  the  1st  by  the  Cuyler ,  and 
she  found  refuge  in  Bahia  Honda,  of  this  island.  We  have  not  heard 
if  she  has  again  sailed.  It  appears  she  was  hit  in  one  of  her  paddle 
boxes  by  a  shot.  The  Wanderer  was  in  the  neighborhood. 

New  Orleans  and  the  forts  are  in  possession  of  our  naval  and  land 
forces. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Savage, 

_  Vice-  Consul-  General. 

I  he  Senior  Officer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  at  Key  West. 


Beport'  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Winn,  JJ.  8.  Navy ,  transmit¬ 
ting  copy  of  order  issued  to  the  authorities  of  Apalachicola, 

U.  S.  Bark  Jas.  L.  Davis, 

Apalachicola  Bay ,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  In consequence  of  the  almost  starving  condition  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  remaining  at  town  (who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  loyal  to  the  Union 
as  they  prefer  to  take  the  risk  of  starvation  rather  than  submit  to  the 
orders  of  the  governor  and  military  usurpers  to  abandon  the  place  and 
proceed  to  Rickoe’s  Bluff,  80  miles  up  [Apalachicola]  River,  where 
they,  the  rebels,  are  building  fortifications),  I  was  induced  to  issue  and 
send  to  the  authorities  of  the  town  the  annexed  order. 

On  the  islands  of  St.  Vincent’s  and  St.  George’s  there  are  many  cat¬ 
tle,  sheep,  goats,  hogs,  and  fowls,  which  the  inhabitants  at  Gown 
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require  to  subsist  on,  hence  the  order  aforementioned.  Hoping'  it  will 
meet  your  approval,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  Winn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Baric  Jas.  L.  Davis, 

Apalachicola  Bay,  May  2,  1862. 


Gentlemen:  From  and  after  this  date  no  boats  will  be  allowed  on 
St.  George’s,  St.  Vincent’s,  and  other  islands  in  this  bay,  except 
between  sunrise  and  sunset.  No  boats  will  be  allowed  to  remain  on  or 
at  either  of  the  islands  after  sunset.  All  boats  going  to  or  returning 
from  the  islands  must  come  under  a  flag  of  truce  within  a  half  mile 
of  this  ship  to  be  examined.  No  boat  will  be  allowed  to  visit  the 
islands  with  more  than  5  men  and  2  muskets  or  fowling  pieces,  and 
but  1  boat  per  day  will  be  allowed  on  either  island. 

Fishing  and  oystering  may  be  pursued  on  the  banks  between  this 
ship  and  Apalachicola  without  complying  with  the  above  order  or 
without  fear  of  being  molested  by  my  orders. 

The  above  orders  to  remain  in  "force  until  further  advised. 

By  yours,  respectfully, 


Jos.  Winn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


To  the  Authorities  of  Apalachicola,  Fla. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  II  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  matters 
of  interest  pertaining  to  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication 
received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  in  Havana.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Spotts,  who  has  just  returned  in  the  Wanderer  for  supplies,  also 
reports  that  several  steamers  have  been  chased  by  our  cruising  vessels. 
A  few  days  since  the  Wanderer,  Marion,  Bainbridge,  and  Amanda 
were  all  in  pursuit  of  a  steamer,  which  hoisted  secession  colors  and 
ran  into  Havana.  1  mention  these  facts  to  show  you  the  necessity  for 
several  fast  steamers. 

The  Marion  and  Bainbridge,  owing  to  the  foulness  of  their  bottoms, 
are  both  dull,  especially  the  latter,  and  as  they  are  much  in  need  of 
repairs,  and  have  many  men  on  board  whose  term  of  service  expires 
shortly,  I  would  strongly  recommend  that  they  should  be  relieved. 
The  bottom  of  the  Wanderer  is  also  very  foul,  but  I  can  have  her  hauled 
upon  the  ways  at  this  place  and  cleared.  She  requires  a  suit  of  sails, 
for  which  I  will  forward  a  requisition  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Construction,  etc. 

A  schooner  with  150  bales  of  cotton,  prize  to  the  steamer  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  has  arrived  and  been  condemned.  She  was  from  Charleston, 
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bound  to  Nassau.  A  small  schooner  of  26  tons,  called  the  Jane ,  with 
an  assorted  cargo,  has  also  been  sent  in  for  adjudication  by  the  Cuyler. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Howell,  of  the  Tahoina ,  blockading  Cedar 
Keys,  reports  that  on  the  24th  ultimo  a  large  schooner  was  discovered 
standing  in  for  that  harbor,  but  upon  being  pursued  by  his  boats 
attempted  to  enter  Crystal  River  and  in  so  doing  got  ashore.  She 
was  abandoned  and  set  on  fire  by  her  crew,  and  when  the  boat  had 
approached  within  a  few  hundred  yards  blew  up.  She  must  have 
had  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder  on  board,  as  she  was  literally 
blown  to  atoms,  a  quantity  of  soap,  some  corn,  brooms,  and  a  quantity 
of  damaged  medicine  and  percussion  caps  were  picked  up  by  the  boat. 
An  anchor  and  chain  were  saved,  which  are  now  in  use"  on  board 
the  schooner  Beauregard.  The  name  of  the  schooner  could  not  be 
ascertained. 

Your  order  detaching  Lieutenant  May  and  ordering  him  to  report 
to  Commander  Dahlgren  for  ordnance  duty  has  been  received,  but  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  dispense  with  his  services  at  present.  Mr.  May 
is  flag  lieutenant  and  signal  officer  and  when  at  sea  does  duty  as  master. 
In  this  large  ship  there  is  no  executive  officer  (Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  de  Krafi't  being  obliged  to  perform  the  duty),  but  three  masters, 
two  young  midshipmen,  and  two  master’s  mates.  If  one  of  the  mas¬ 
ters  is  sick  (which  is  now  the  case)  it  becomes  necessary  to  place  the 
deck  in  charge  of  a  young  midshipman,  as  it  does  not  answer  to  put 
officers  in  watch  and  watch  in  this  hot  climate,  the  dutv  being  too 
severe.  45 

In  a  former  communication  I  reported  having  detached  two  acting 
masters  from  this  ship— one  to  command  the  U.  S.  storeship  National 
G  uat  d  and  the  other  to  command  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard .  I 
should  have  immediately  applied  for  officers  to  replace  them  had  I  not 
supposed  the  ship  was  about  to  be  relieved. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

J  lag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  McKean ,  U.  S. 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  services 
Beauregard. 


Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Howell , 
of  the  schooners  Ezilda  and 


U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Q  K<y  West,  May  10 ,  1862. 

lour  orders  of  the  28th  January,  1862,  are  so  far  modified  that 
you  are  authorized  to  chase  at  discretion. 

1  ou  are  also  authorized  to  make  such  use  of  the  schooner  Ezilda  as 
you  may  deem  for  the  best  interest  of  the  public  service.  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  David  Stearns,  commanding  schooner  Beauregard. ,  is  instructed  to 
repoit  to  you.  lou  will  station  the  Beauregard  where  she  can  best 
guaid  St.  Martin  s  Reef.  In  regard  to  the  lumber  that  I  instructed 
you  to  guard,  1  was  anxious  to  preserve  it,  thinking  it  would  be  needed 
to  build  quarters  for  troops,  but  as  I  see  no  prospect  of  the  place 
being  occupied  by  a  military  force  it  must  now  take  its  chance.  I 
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send  by  the  Beauregard  a  set  of  Rogers’  signals  and  book,  also  a  light 
12-pounder  howitzer  for  your  boat,  with  a  full  supply  of  ammunition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  U  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma ,  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. 

R.  S.- — I  send  the  Plotchkiss  shell  fitted.  It  is  not  intended  to  be 
used  with  a  plunger,  but  with  wooden  plug  and  paper-case  fuze,  a 
supply  of  which  are  sent  by  the  Beauregard. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  in  response  to  request  for 

information  regarding  the  prize  schooner  Florida  and  British  bark 

Southport. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  12,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  2d  instant,  in  reference  to  the 
prize  schooner  Florida  and  the  British  bark  Southport,  was  received 
this  day. 

The  "Florida  was  captured  by  the  bark  J.  L.  Davis,  sent  to  this  port 
for  adjudication,  and  has  been  condemned.  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
report*  of  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Joseph  Winn,  giving  the  particulars 
of  her  capture,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  she  was  captured  in 
latitude  27°  56'  N.  and  longitude  84°  25'  W.,  steering  at  the  time 
N.  N.  E.  or  N.  E. ,  which  was  about  90  miles  from  Tampa,  and  heading  for 
Cedar  Keys,  a  very  singular  position  for  a  vessel  bound  from  Havana 
to  Matamoras. 

I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  boarding  of  the  Southport. 
The  only  three-masted  schooner  attached  to  the  squadron  is  the  J.  S. 
Chambers,  and  she  is  not  painted  green,  nor  has  she  been  since  she 
joined  the  squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  of  steamers 
from  England. 

Navy  Department,  May  13,  1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  dated  the  30th 
ultimo  from  the  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  reporting  the 
arrival  there  of  the  steamers  Oreto,  Minna,  and  Stettin,  from  England. 
.  The  Department  has  to-day  ordered  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  which 
arrived  at  New  York  with  the  prize  Isabel,  to  proceed  without  delay 
to  Nassau. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West. 


*See  report  Winn  to  McKean,  March  10,  p.  186. 
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Report  of  Captain  Brasher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Bain- 
bridge ,  regarding  the  seizure  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Newcastle. 

U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge, 

Key  West,  May  If  186%. 

Sir:  On  the  11th  May,  in  latitude  23°  14',  longitude  83°  09'  we 
boarded  the  schooner  Newcastle ,  freighted  with  spirits  of  turpentine 
and  cotton,  avowing  herself  to  be  from  Matamoras. 

On  examining  her  papers  she  proved  to  have  an  English  provi¬ 
sional  register  and  a  pseudo  clearance  from  Mobile,  without  log  book; 
but  her  chart  track,  her  invoice,  or  what  purported  to  be  her  invoice, 
and  Mobile  newspaper  dated  May  3,  a  crew  of  seven  men  and  a  master, 
all  lead  me  to  send  her  in  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  as  a  vessel 
from  Mobile  and  incomplete  and  defective  papers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  Brasher, 
Commanding  Bainbridge. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  statement 
giving  stations  of  vessels  tender  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara. 

Key  West ,  May  If  186%. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  March  31,  I  herewith  trans¬ 
mit  a  statement  of  the  present  stations  of  the  vessels  composing  this 
squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  IV.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  . 


Flagship  Niagara,  Key  West,  May  If  186%. 


Name. 

Station. 

Remarks. 

Niagara . 

Marion . 

Bainbridge _ 

oruismg  on  Ou ban  coast  west  of  Havana. 

Wanderer .... 

Amanda  . . . 

Somerset . 

R  R  Cuyler _ 

Off  Cape  San  Antonio,  cruising. 
Cruising  between  Mariel  and  Cape  San 
Antonio. 

Blockading. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Cruising  off  N.  E.  Providence  Channel. 
Gone  to  New  York  convoying  prize. 

Pursuit . 

Ethan  Allen  . . . 

Tampa  Bay 

Tahoma . 

Kingfisher . 

Sagamore . 

J.  L  Davis . 

Chambers . 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay _ 

Mercedita . 

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

Beauregard  . 

Samuel  Rotan . 

uraerea  to  DiocKaae  St.  Martin’s  Reef. 
Ordered  to  blockade  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 
Storeship,  absent  supplying  squadron. 

National  Guard . 

EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


239 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Quaker  City ,  announcing  arrival  at  Key  Wes t  from  St.  Thomas , 

West  Indies. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Key  West ,  May  If  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  in  this  port  to-day 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  under  my  command,  from  the  port  of 
St.  Thomas,  which  place  I  left  on  the  6tli  instant. 

Since  my  arrival  here  Flag-Officer  McKean  has,  under  your  order 
of  the  14th  of  December,  attached  this  vessel  to  the  squadron  under 
his  command  and  given  me  orders  to  prepare  the  Quaker  City  for  sea 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  with  which  order  it  will  be  my  pleasure  to 
promptly  comply. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  7).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  giving  consular  informa¬ 
tion  from  Nassau,  New  Providence ,  regarding  blockade  runners  in 
that  port. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  If  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  steam  bark  Young 
Rover  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant.  As  she  has  on  board  a 
quantity  of  loaded  shells  for  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  which  I  have  no 
means  of  sending,  and  can  not  store  here,  I  am  compelled  to  dispatch  her 
to  Ship  Island  to  deliver  them,  after  which  (not  being  fit  for  a  cruiser) 
she  will  relieve  the  gunboat  Sagamore  in  the  blockade  of  Apalachicola, 
which  vessel  I  shall  employ  as  a  cruiser  in  the  Gulf. 

The  Quaker  City  arrived  this  morning.  As  I  observed  by  the  papers 
that  the  Sumter  has  been  sold  at  Gibraltar,  and  that  her  officers  had 
arrived  at  Southampton,  England,  I  shall  attach  the  Quaker  City  to 
this  squadron,  and  having  just  received  information  from  the  U.  S.  con¬ 
sul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  that  the  gunboat  Oreto,  the  steamers 
Nashville,  Kate ,  Theodora ,  and  Nellie,  and  brig  Fannie  Lewis  are  all 
at  that  port,  I  have  ordered  her  coaled  and  provisioned  with  all  possi¬ 
ble  dispatch,  and  shall  send  her  to  cruise  in  that  vicinity. 

I  received  by  the  Baltic  a  communication  from  Commander  Kidgely, 
commanding  the  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  dated  New  York,  May  4,  in  which 
he  reports  having  captured  the  steamer  Ella  Warley  and  two  schooners, 
the  Mersey  and  Maria ,  and  gives  his  reasons  for  conveying  them  to 
New  York,  which  I  presume  he  has  reported  to  the  Department.  I 
beg  that  the  Santiago  may  be  ordered  to  return  immediately  to  her 
station,  her  services  just  at  this  time  being  of  vital  importance. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Fr alley, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  to  proceed  to  Key 
West,  Fla. ,  via  Havana. 

Navy  Department,  May  16,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  communication*  of  the  30th  ultimo  has  reached  the 
Department. 

Proceed  with  the  Quaker  City  to  Key  W  est  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
McKean  for  duty  in  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Commander  James  Madison  Frailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  (J.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies. 

[Duplicate  sent  to  Key  West.] 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  English, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Somerset ,  to  proceed  to  relieve 
the  IT.  S.  S.  Tahoma  at  Cedar  Keys. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Somerset  under  your 
command  to  Cedar  Keys  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C. 
Howell,  commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Tahoma  in  the  blockade  of  that 
place. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Howell  will  be  instructed  to  transfer  to 
3'0ii  his  tender,  the  schooner  Ezilda,  and  to  give  you  any  information 
he  may  be  possessed  of  that  can  be  useful;  also  to  furnish  you  with 
all  the  coal  he  can  spare. 

_  Supplies  will  be  sent  to  you  when  necessary,  and  you  will  be  par¬ 
ticular  to  keep  me  informed  of  your  wants  by  every  opportunity.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  vessels  have  recentty  succeeded  in  landing 
cargoes  at  Crystal  River,  in  consequence  of  which  the  schooner 
Beauregard  has  been  dispatched  to  aid  in  the  blockade  in  that  vicinity. 
She  will  be  subject  to  your  orders.  In  the  event  of  anything  occur¬ 
ring  which  you  consider  it  important  that  I  should  be  immediately 
informed  of,  you  may  dispatch  the  Ezilda  to  this  place.  I  send  on 
board  the  Somerset  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle  awnings  for  the 
Beauregard-,  the  main-deck  awning  will  be  forwarded  by  the 
Connecticut. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Earl  English, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Somerset,  Key  West,  Fla. 


*See  Series  I,  volume  1,  p.  384. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  IT.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Fr  alley, 

IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Quaker  City,  to  cruise  for  the 

interception  of  blockade  runners  from  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  May  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  information  that  the  steamer  Oreto  (said  to  be 
Confederate  privateer)  and  the  Confederate  steamers  Nashville,  Kate, 
Theodora,  and  Nellie  are  at  Nassau,  New  Providence;  also  a  large 
English  steamer  called  the  Minna,  and  the  brig  Fannie  Lewis,  both 
loaded  with  contraband  of  war  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  You  will 
therefore  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  under  }rour  command, 
to  cruise  between  the  Providence  Channel  and  Cape  Canaveral,  for 
the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  Oreto ,  or  any  vessels  that  may  leave 
Nassau  having  on  board  contraband  of  war  for  the  Confederate 
States. 

The  cargo  of  the  Minna  will  probably  be  reshipped  in  small  schoon¬ 
ers,  or  by  the  steamers  Kate  and  Nellie,  which  are  said  to  be  very 
fast  and  have  repeatedly  run  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and 
other  Atlantic  ports. 

It  will  be  your  duty  to  board  and  carefully  examine  all  vessels  you 
may  meet  with,  but  you  will  be  particular  to  instruct  your  boarding 
officers  not  to  give  unnecessary  offense,  to  be  courteous  but  firm  in 
the  execution  of  their  duty. 

In  the  event  of  making  prizes,  you  will  send  them  to  this  port  for 
adjudication. 

The  vessels  mentioned  in  the  memorandum  herewith  transmitted  as 
having  run  the  blockade  and  arrived  in  Havana  will  probably  sail 
thence  under  English  colors  and  provided  with  provisional  registers, 
but  should  you  meet  with  any  of  them  you  will  capture  and  send 
them  in. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  Upton’s  Maritime  Warfare  and  Prize, 
printed  forms  of  instructions  to  prize  masters,  general  orders,  and  a 
number  of  circulars  and  other  documents,  to  which  I  call  your  partic¬ 
ular  attention.  I  also  transmit  a  communication  giving  information 
in  regard  to  suspicious  vessels  from  various  European  ports.  When 
in  need  of  supplies  you  will  return  to  this  place. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Lastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

Comma/nding  U.  8.  8.  Quaker  City,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Brasher, 
U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  If  rig  Bainbridge ,  regarding  the  cruis¬ 
ing  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  17,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  orders  of  the  16th  ultimo  are  so  far  modified  that  your 
cruising  ground  will  be  between  Cape  San  Antonio  and  Tortugas, 
being  particular  not  to  approach  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
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the  island  of  Cuba  or  to  fire  on  any  vessel  within  a  marine  league  of 
the  Cuban  coast. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  T.  M.  Brasher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  brig  B airbridge ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 

[Orders  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  David  Cate, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Pursuit ,  and  to  Lieutenant  N. 
Goodwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Amanda.  Order  of 
20th  instant  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Spotts,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to 
Havana,  thence  to  cruise  between  Cape  San  Antonio  and  Tortugas.] 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  McKean ,  JJ.  S.  Navy , 
detaching  him  from  the  command  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  19,  1862. 

Sir:.  Upon  the  reporting  of  your  relief,  Captain  James  L.  Lardner, 
you  will  transfer  to  that  officer  all  papers,  instructions,  etc.,  pertain¬ 
ing  to  your  command,  and  you  will  proceed  in  the  Niagara  to  carry 
out  the  instructions  of  the  Department  by  returning  to  Boston,  Mass. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Lardner ,  U  S.  Navy , 
to  assume  command  of  the  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  May  19,  1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  Susquehanna 
and  you  will  proceed  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  in  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  of  war 
San  Jacinto  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean  to  relieve 
him  from  the  command  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Having  relieved  that  officer,  3Tou  are  authorized  to  hoist  your  flag  on 
board  the  San  Jacinto ,  as  the  commander  of  that  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hampton  Roads, 


Gideon  Welles. 

Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Howell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance 

at  Way  Key,  Florida. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

At  Sea,  off  Cape  Roman ,  May  22,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  ship  Guard  arrived  at 
Cedar  Keys  on  the  15th  instant.  I  took  from  her  42£  tons  of  coal 
filled  up  with  provisions,  and  supplied  her  with  850  gallons  water.  ’ 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  instant  the  U.  S.  S.  Somerset  arrived. 
After  consulting  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  English  (who  I  dis¬ 
covered  had  assisted  in  surveying  the  channels  of  Cedar  Keys)  and 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


243 


finding  that  the  Somerset  could  go  up  to  Way  Key,  I  determined  to 
make  a  reconnoissanee  of  the  key  for  the  purpose  of  affording  you 
more  exact  information  than  I  had  heretofore  been  able  to  gain. 

Taking  3  boats  and  some  20  men  from  the  Guard ,  under  command 
of  Acting  Master  Hays,  4  boats  and  40  men  from  this  vessel,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Grosman  and  Acting  Masters  Hig'bee  and  Hurley,  we  got 
underway  in  the  Somerset  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  anchorage  off 
Way  Key,  having  touched  only  once,  and  that  lightly;  the  boats  of  the 
Talioma  sounded  the  channel  in  advance. 

On  anchoring  we  discovered  the  four  men  to  whom  I  have  alluded 
in  my  communications  to  you  as  being  the  only  persons  (with  the 
exception  of  two  women)  seen  on  Way  Key,  lounging  unconcernedly 
in  front  of  a  dilapidated  house.  Through  our  glasses  we  made  three 
of  them  out  to  be  negroes. 

It  was  determined  that  a  boat  should  be  sent  to  the  party  to  notify 
them  of  our  intention  to  land  and  to  warn  them  that  any  shot  fired  at 
our  people  would  be  followed  by  the  immediate  destruction  of  all  the 
property  within  reach  of  our  guns. 

Lieutenant  Grosman’s  report  of  his  conversation  with  the  rebels 
(■who  were  white  men)  accompanies  this.  To  our  (more  particularly 
to  my)  astonishment,  as  soon  as  the  flag  of  truce  shoved  off  about  30 
armed  men  appeared  from  behind  the  house  and  commenced  walking 
up  the  railway  track.  The  usages  of  war  would  not  permit  us  to  fire 
until  the  flag  of  truce  returned.  At  the  instant  she  returned  fire  was 
opened  on  the  track,  and  the  chaparral  and  house  behind  which  the 
rebels  were  hidden,  shelled.  We  then  landed  about  100  men,  threw 
out  the  Tahornds  crew  as  skirmishers,  and  marched  up  to  the  village. 
On  searching  the  house,  nothing  was  discovered  and  no  evidences  of 
the  continued  occupation  of  the  house  were  seen.  No  provisions  were 
found  and  I  immediately  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  men  we  saw 
were  the  advanced  guard  of  the  rebel  regiment  which  the  contraband 
Henderson  told  me  was  stationed  about  3  miles  back  of  Way  Key. 

I  gave  orders  that  neither  skirmishers  nor  any  part  of  the  force 
should  cross  the  trestlework.  We  had  come  simply  to  make  a  recon- 
noissance,  not  to  occupy  and  hold  the  key,  and  I  thought  it  would  be 
a  useless  expenditure  of  life  to  send  sailors  in  pursuit  of  a  probably 
superior  force  of  soldiers  who  knew  every  foot  of  the  ground,  and 
who,  protected  by  dense  woods,  would  be  able  to  pick  our  people  off 
with  perhaps  no  loss  to  themselves. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  English  and  myself,  accompanied  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Crosman,  Mr.  Potter,  and  the  marines  of  the  Somerset,  crossed 
the  trestlework  and  inspected  it  thoroughly.  It  is  a  very  substantial 
piece  of  work,  and  should  our  troops  at  Fernandina  hold  military  pos¬ 
session  of  all  East  Florida  and  be  able  to  defend  the  line  of  road,  it 
might  prove  very  useful  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  muni¬ 
tions  of  war,  but  if  a  military  force  should  occupy  Depot  and  Sea 
Horse  keys  as  a  hospital  station  only  (and  they  would  be  invaluable 
for  such  a  purpose  should  the  war  continue  during  the  summer),  then 
it  should  certainly  be  burned,  as  it  is  the  only  bridge  by  which  the 
rebels  could  transport  heavy  ordnance  to  Way  Key.  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  English  and  myself  determined  to  await  further  orders  on 
the  subject.  He  can  shell  the  key  and  burn  the  work  at  anytime, 
under  cover  of  his  guns.  After  remaining  an  hour  on  the  key  and 
examining  it  thoroughly  the  men  were  reembarked. 


244 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Later  in  the  afternoon  we  visited  Depot  Key  and  found  every  house 
open.  In  one,  belonging  apparently  to  a  Mr.  C.  P.  Chaives,  there 
was  a  quantity  of  handsome  furniture  and  some  books.  Everything 
was  topsy-turvy,  giving  evidence  of  a  hasty  hitting.  At  the  house  of 
a  Mr.  Cottrel  was  an  old  negro,  the  only  inhabitant  of  the  key.  He 
told  us  that  Mr.  Cottrel  had  given  him  the  property  (which,  of  course, 
was  a  fiction)  and  he  had  no  inclination  to  leave.  We  did  not  disturb 
him.  At  sunset  we  returned  to  our  vessels,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
English  remaining  at  Depot  Key.  He  came  down  next  morning  and 
coaled  from  the  Guard.  During  the  reconnoissance  no  property 
(except  the  houses  occupied  by  the  rebels,  which  had  several  shots 
through  them)  was  injured. 

At  2  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  21st  I  sailed  for  Key  West.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing,  at  daylight,  boarded  smack  Wanderer,  John  Park,  master.  Her 
pass  was  endorsed  by  the  boarding  officer.  In  the  afternoon,  20  miles 
north  of  Tampa,  boarded  the  Beauregard  and  received  the  articles  you 
were  kind  enough  to  send  me.  Off  Cape  Romano  [Roman],  boarded 
smack  Grover  G.  King.  I  had  both  boats  thoroughly  overhauled, 
notwithstanding  the  pass. 

•*  *  *  *  -X-  -X-  -X- 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division 


J.  C.  Howell, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Gulf  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Swan,  May  21,,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  (in  latitude  23°  48'  and 
longitude  82  57')  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Swan,  on  the  24th 
instant,  by  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda  and  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridge. 

The  Swan  was  taken  under  the  Confederate  flag-  and  a  Confederate 
register  was  found  on  board.  She  is  river  boat,  of  and  from  Mobile- 
her  cargo  consists  of  upward  of  900  bales  of  cotton  and  about  200 
barrels  of  resin.  She  is  now  at  this  place,  awaiting  adjudication. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

L  tag-  Oyiceft',  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Goodwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Amanda. 

U.  S.  Bark  Amanda, 

N  Sea,  May  21,,  1862. 

,  blR;  ,  vh®ve1  to  1>eP°rt  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Swan, 
iiom  Mobile  bound  to  Havana,  by  the  Amanda ,  under  my  command, 
this  day  at  11:30  a.  m.,  35  miles  south  by  west  from  Tortugas 
Her  cargo  consists  of  900  bales  of  cotton  and  200  barrels  of  resin, 
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1  have  placed  her  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Joseph  E. 
Jones,  with  a  prize  crew,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridge  was  in  sight,  distant  about  3  miles,  at  the 
time  of  capture. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Goodwin, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy , 

Gomdg.  U  S.  Bark  Amanda. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comman  ding  Eastern  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Brasher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  brig  Bainbridge. 

U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge, 

Ivey  West,  May  25,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port. 

On  the  24th,  while  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda ,  we 
captured  the  Confederate  steamer  Swan,  of  and  from  Mobile,  with  a 
valuable  cargo  of  cotton,  resin,  etc. 

Her  large  crew  and  her  behavior,  even  after  capture,  leads  me  to 
accompany  her  in  with  both  vessels. 

I  have  sent  on  board  some  of  our  best  men,  machinists  and  others, 
to  work  her,  or  rather  to  overlook  the  work. 

Trusting  that  this  will  meet  with  your  approval,  I  am,  sir,  very 
respectfully, 

T.  M.  Brasher, 

Comrrmndin  g  Bainbridge. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Correspondence  regarding  infringement  of  international  rights  in 

Cuban  watws. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  May  26, 1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  frigate  Petronila ,  with 
translation  as  made  by  Pa3rmaster  Barry,  of  this  ship  (marked  A); 
also  a  copy  of  my  reply  (marked  B). 

I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the  protest  of  the  Spanish  commander 
originated  in  a  misapprehension,  as  on  the  day  previous  to  its  delivery 
to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Doty,  of  the  Marion ,  through  whom  I 
received  it,  the  gunboat  Somerset,  having  encountered  a  heavy  sea, 
was  somewhat  injured,  and  her  commander,  hoping  to  find  smooth 
water,  ran  close  in  to  the  Cuban  shore,  followed  by  the  sloop  Marion 
and  steamer  Cuyler.  While  boats  were  passing  between  them  a  Span¬ 
ish  frigate  hove  in  sight,  and  as  the  Somerset  at  a  distance  of  3  miles 
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might  easily  be  mistaken  for  a  Mississippi  River  boat,  the  commander 
of  the  frigate  doubtless  supposed  she  was  a  prize  to  our  cruisers  and 
that  she  had  been  captured  within  Spanish  jurisdiction.  He  was  prob¬ 
ably  strengthened  in  this  belief  from  the  fact  that  the  Marion  remained 
by  the  Somerset  during  the  night  and  the  following  day  convoyed  her 
over  to  the  Florida  Reef. 

I  have  informed  our  consul  at  Havana  of  this  circumstance,  that  he 
may  explain  it  should  opportunity  offer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-Officer ,  Com  manding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Complaint  of  the  commanding  officer  of  H.  C.  M.  S.  Petronila. 

A. 

Frigate  of  Her  Catholic  Majesty,  Petronila, 

In  the  Mer  idian  Sea  of  Bahia  Honda ,  Up  May ,  1862. 

Sir:  The  cruising  ground  which  you  maintain  on  these  coasts  has 
been  considered  by  the  superior  authority  of  the  island  of  Cuba  as  an 
infraction  of  international  right,  because  carrying  it  on  (the  cruising) 
in  the  territorial  waters  of  the  island  appears  to  constitute  a  blockade 
of  her  ports. 

Charged  with  the  duty  of  making  it  known  to  you,  I  appeal  to  the 
friendly  relations  which  subsist  between  the  Government  of  Washing¬ 
ton  an<l  that  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  on 
being  convinced  that  your  cruising  ground  is  not  just,  in  correspond¬ 
ence  with  the  repeated  proofs  of  impartiality  which  the  authorities  of 
the  island  of  Cuba  have,  up  to  the  present,  g'iven  in  the  contest  which 
is  now  in  agitation  between  the  North  and  South  of  the  American 
Union,  you  will  be  pleased  to  withdraw  your  cruising  ground  from 
the  maritime  zone  which  embraces  our  coasts,  thus  giving  proofs  of 
the  desire  which  has  always  animated  our  respective  Governments  to 
maintain  unalterable  the  friendship  which  unites  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  offer  myself,  your  most  respectful  and  obedient 
servant, 

Captain  of  line  of  battleship  and  commanding  sail  frigate. 

Romno  Martz.  Yinalet. 

Sexior  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Cruising  Ground  in  the 

\V  ATERS  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA. 


Lettei  from  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  H.  C.  M.  S. 

Petronila. 

B. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Hey  West ,  May  19,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  17th  instant, 
at  the  hands  ot  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  Marion ,  of  your 
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communication  of  the  14th  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the 
cruising  ground  which  you  (I)  maintain  on  these  coasts  has  been  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  superior  authorities  of  the  island  of  Cuba  as  an  infrac¬ 
tion  of  international  right,  because  carrying  it  on  (the  cruising)  in  the 
territorial  waters  of  the  island  appears  to  constitute  a  blockade  of  her 
ports,  and  in  which  you  request  me  to  “withdraw  your  (my)  cruising 
ground  from  the  maritime  zone  which  embraces  our  (your)  coasts.” 

In  the  absence  of  treaty  stipulations  between  her  Catholic  Majesty 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  consider  the  territorial 
waters  of  the  island  of  Cuba  to  extend  1  marine  league,  or  3  geo¬ 
graphical  miles,  from  the  coast,  and  therefore  have  given  particular 
instructions  to  the  commanders  of  vessels  in  the  squadron  under  my 
Hag  not  to  chase,  board,  or  bre  upon  any  vessel  within  that  limit;  and 
I  am  not  cognizant  of  any  instance  in  which  this  has  occurred. 

You  are  aware  that  vessels  bearing  the  dag  of  the  (so-called)  Con¬ 
federate  States,  now  in  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  have  entered  the  port  of  Havana.  These  vessels,  when  from 
the  westward,  generally  make  the  island  of  Cuba  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Bahia  Honda,  and  from  thence  keep  close  in  with  the  coast  until 
they  reach  Havana,  thus  rendering  it  necessary  for  the  United  States 
cruisers  to  approach  nearer  than  they  otherwise  would  do. 

No  one  would  regret  more  deeply  than  myself  any  interruption  of 
the  friendly  relations  now  existing  between  the  Government  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty  and  that  of  the  United  States,  and  you  may  be  assured 
that  no  act  of  mine  shall  intentionally  lead  to  such  a  result. 

A  copy  of  your  communication  shall  be  transmitted  immediately  to 
my  Government. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Squadron. 

Senor  Romno.  Martz.  Yinalet, 

Captain  of  Line  of  Battleship  and  Commanding 

Her  Catholic  Majesty's  Frigate  Petronila. 


Letter  from  the  United  States  Consul-General  at  Havana,  Cuba,  to  Flag-Officer  McKean, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

Consulate-General  of  the  United  States, 

Havana, ,  May  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  at  the  hands  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Spotts,  of  the  schooner  Wanderer ,  of  your 
communication*  of  the  20th  instant,  accompanying  a  copy  of  the 
answer  you  returned  to  a  letter  from  Captain  Yinalet,  commander  ot 
her  Catholic  Majesty’s  frigate  Petronila ,  in  respect  to  the  cruising 
Ground  you  have  established  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

i  had  an  interview  to-day  with  Admiral  Rubalcava,  commander  in 
chief  of  the  Spanish  station  and  naval  forces  here,  and  communicated 
to  him  the  contents  of  your  letter  to  me.  The  conversation  which 
ensued  between  us  was  very  frank  and  friendly  in  its  character.  I 
found  that  in  the  absence  of  Captain  Vinalet  he  had  read  your  letter 
to  this  officer.  His  excellency  labors  under  no  misapprehension 


*  Not  found. 
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respecting  the  case  of  the  ferryboat  steamer  Somerset.  His  objections 
are  altogether  to  the  maintenance  of  a  cruising  ground  by  our  naval 
forces  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Cuban  coasts,  which  the  authorities 
look  upon  in  the  light  of  a  quasi  blockade  of  their  coasts,  even  though 
the  same  be  carried  on  without  the  territorial  waters.  He  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  he  had  found  nothing-  in  books  on  international  laws 
defining  the  extent  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction,  but  understood  that 
several  treaties  are  in  existence  recognizing  the  distance  of  6  geo¬ 
graphical  miles,  and  believed  that  in  time  of  war  this  distance  was 
generally  admitted.  _  However,  he  confessed  that  the  authorities  did 
not  charge  us  with  violating  their  jurisdiction,  nor  with  the  intention 
of  offending  them;  that  it  was  more  a  question  of  feeling,  for  the 
presence  of  foreign  cruisers  overhauling  vessels  in  such  close  prox¬ 
imity  to  their  waters  was  a  source  of  annoyance,  and  other  nations 
would  find  fault  with  the  Spanish  Government  if  it  tolerated  it.  He 
expressed  himself  perfectly  confident  that  when  this  became  Jknown 
our  Government  would  appreciate  their  feelings,  meet  them  in  a  spirit 
of  fairness  and  friendliness,  and  cause  the  practice  to  be  forthwith 
discontinued.  His  excellency  also  spoke  of  several  vessels  of  various 
nations  having  been  overhauled  by  our  men-of-war,  two  of  which,  one 
a  Spanish  schooner  and  the  other  the  French  steamer  Tage,  had  received 
damage,  and  one  vessel  had  been  detained  by  a  man-of-war  at  night 
without  showing  lights. 

The  admiral  assured  me  that  his  orders  to  the  commander  of  the 
Fetronila ,  in  whose  discretion  he  has  the  fullest  confidence,  are  to  be 
very  careful  to  do  nothing  which  can  in  any  way  disturb  the  harmony 
so  happily  subsisting  between  the  two  countries.  The  matter  has 
been  referred  to  the  supreme  Government,  between  which  and  ours 
an  understanding  will  doubtless  be  had,  if  not  immediately,  at  a  dav 
not  far  distant,  to  settle  definitely  the  question  of  the  extent  of  their 
respective  territorial  waters.  He  spoke  with  evident  satisfaction 
ot  tfie  appreciation  expressed  by  our  Government  of  the  conduct  of 
tfie  superior  authority  of  the  island,  in  his  strict  observance  of  the 
neutrality  enjoined  by  her  Catholic  Majesty’s  Government,  and  which 
he  himself  had  been  very  particular  to  observe,  and,  concluding,  said 
that  to  judge  from  present  appearances,  the  whole  coast  of  our  South¬ 
ern  htates  would  soon  be  in  possession  of  our  forces,  which,  by  puttino- 
an  end  to  the  contraband  trade,  will  render  the  employment  of  men 
ot-war  in  putting  it  down  unnecessary. 

I  assured  his  excellency  that  our  naval  officers  were  very  anxious  to 
respect  the  rights  of  Spain  and  to  give  her  proofs  of  their  considera- 
mnttpr  T  l  mrl  takettfe  liberty  Gf  making  a  suggestion  upon  the 

Ot  nlm’o  l  ■S  K,U  (1l  -Say  th:lt;t  1S  better  r,ollcy  to  remove  the  vessels  now 
employed  on  this  coast  to  our  own  and  its  vicinity,  and  thus  avoid 

ffivmg  offense  to  the  authorities  here.  You  are,  however,  more  com 
petent  than  I  and  will  act  according  to  your  best  judgment. 

Since  my  last  dispatch  I  have  to  report  the  following  arrivals  and 
clearances  of  vessels  engaged  in  trade  with  the  blockaded- ports. 

Arrivals. 

OtSsfeoS.f  '’15^'5  Steamel' Mlantic’  K»n  New 

Mobile.111'  Co"tedel'ate  Sooner  Lady  of  the  Lake;  eight  days  from 
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May  19.  Confederate  schooner  J.  Arthur:  fourteen  days  from 
Mobile. 

May  20.  English  schooner  Borgia;  twenty-eight  days  from  New 
Orleans. 

May  25.  English  schooner  Lucy;  from  Nassau. 

May  26.  English  schooner  Lucy;  twenty-live  days  from  New 
Orleans. 

The  above  are  all  very  small  vessels;  the  J.  Arthur  61  tons. 

Cleared. 

May  20.  English  ship  Albion ,  to  Matamoras. 

May  20.  English  brig  Sarah ,  to  Matamoras. 

May  22.  English  schooner  Planet ,  to  Nassau. 

May  24.  English  steamer  Hahana ,  to  Matamoras. 

May  24.  Spanish  bark  Terisita,  to  Matamoras. 

I  have  made  particular  enquiries  respecting  the  steamer  Ilabana ,  and 
the  result  is  that  she  actually  came  from  St.  Marks  (Fla.).  1  have  the 

assurance  from  a  reliable  person,  who  obtained  the  information  from 
another  that  is  supposed  to  know. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Thos.  Savage, 

Vice-  Consul-  General. 

May  28. 

Yesterday  arrived  from  Sabine  Confederate  schooner  Constitution , 
16  tons,  Wright,  master,  in  twenty-seven  days. 

To-day  we  have  news  from  Mexico  by  way  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  by 
a  French  steamer.  The  French  were  defeated  by  the  Mexicans  at 
Guadalupe  on  the  5th  instant.  They  lost  300  killed  and  many  pris¬ 
oners.  All  communications  between  Orizaba  and  Puebla,  [Mexico], 
are  cut  off,  so  the  French  have  no  means  of  retreating  except  by 
lighting  their  way  through. 

Thos.  Savage, 

Vice-  Consul-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Bast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  acknowledging  receipt  of 
letter  from  the  Spanish  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Navy  Department,  June  9 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant,  communicating  to  me  a  copy  of  a  note  "  addressed  to 
you  by  Mr.  Tassara,  her  Catholic  Majesty’s  minister  accredited  to  this 
Government,  in  which  complaint  is  made  that  our  cruisers  have  been 
chasing  vessels  within  the  territorial  waters  of  Cuba. 

The  Department  had  previously  received  from  Flag-Officer  William 
W.  McKean,  commanding  the  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron,  a  communica¬ 
tion  in  reference  to  the  affair  witnessed  by  the  commander  of  the 


*See  Dip.  Corres.,  1862,  p.  518. 
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Spanish  frigate  Petronila — the  presence  of  three  of  our  cruisers  very 
near  the  coast  of  Cuba.  A  copy  of  this  communication  and  a  copy  of 
the  protest  he  received  from  the  commander  of  the  frigate  and  of  his 
reply  thereto  are  transmitted  herewith  for  your  information. 

Flag-Officer  McKean  thinks  that  the  protest  of  the  commander  of 
her  Catholic  Majesty’s  frigate  must  have  originated  in  a  misappre¬ 
hension  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  which  he  explains.  He  further  states 
that  he  is  not  cognizant  of  an  instance  in  which  a  vessel  under  his  flag 
has  been  guilty  of  invading  the  rights  of  Cuba,  and  that  all  of  them 
have  particular  instructions  not  to  chase,  board,  or  fire  upon  any  ves¬ 
sel  within  the  territorial  waters  of  the  island. 

The  Department,  however,  will  direct  the  flag-officer  who  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  Flag-Officer  McKean  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  vessels  in 
his  squadron  to  respect  the  territorial  sovereignty  of  Spain. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  note  from 

the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington. 


Department  of  State, 
Washington ,  October  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  your  information  a  copy 
of  a  note  which  has  been  received  at  this  Department  from  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Senor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  on  the  subject  of  the  marine  dominion  appur¬ 
tenant  to  the  island  of  Cuba.  You  will  learn  from  this  paper  that 
Spain  claims  that  this  dominion  covers  6  miles  upon  the  open  sea, 
instead  of  3  miles  as  it  has  been  understood  by  this  Government.  The 
questions  raised  by  this  note  are  important  and  by  no  means  easy 
of  solution.  The  Spanish  Government  sets  forth  a  true  principle  of 
international  law  when  it  states  that  the  marine  jurisdiction  of  every 
sovereign  extends  the  length  of  a  cannon  shot  from  the  shore.  It  has, 
however,  been  generally  agreed  by  the  acquiescence  rather  than  by  the 
formal  consent  of  nations  that  this  extent  is  a  marine  league  or  3 
miles.  Spain  now  claims  that  the  limit  may  be  extended  beyond  the 
3  miles  so  however  as  to  be  kept  within  the  length  of  a  gunshot  as  it 
is  extended  by  modern  improvements  in  the  machinery  of  ordnance, 
and  that  each  nation  may  fix  the  limit  of  its  own  marine  dominion^ 
with  that  reservation,  for  itself,  without  making  general  or  specific 
arrangements  for  the  purpose  with  other  states.  Spain  moreover 
claims  that  she  has  thus  fixed  the  limit  for  herself  at  6  miles.  The 
subject  will  receive  due  examination  by  this  Department.  As  a  pre¬ 
liminary  to  that  examination  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  you  how  the 
allowance  of  this  claim  would  practically  affect  the  efficiency  of  the 
JNavy  m  the  exercise  of.  such  belligerent  rights  as  the  United  States 
have  occasion  to  maintain  and  exercise  in  the  vicinity  of  Cuba. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


William  H.  Seward. 
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[Enclosure. — Translation.  ] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  October  8 ,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  makes  known  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  that,  on  his  Government  being  informed  of  the  question  recently 
raised  between  the  commander  of  the  ship  Petronila  and  the  superior 
officer  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  which  were  cruising  in 
the  waters  of  Cuba,  it  was  surprised  at  the  error  of  the  latter  in  claim¬ 
ing  that  the  jurisdiction  belt  of  that  island  did  not  extend  beyond  3 
miles.  The  Government  of  her  Majesty  has  fixed  it  at  6  miles  on  the 
open  sea,  and  in  doing  so  has  conformed  to  all  the  rules  of  the  law  of 
nations.  The  principle  generally  recognized  is  that  maritime  juris¬ 
diction  extends  to  the  range  of  cannon  ball;  and  even  abiding  by  this 
principle,  which  each  nation  has  modified  at  its  will,  the  belt  fixed  by 
Spain  is  very  moderate,  in  view  of  the  modern  improvements  in  artil¬ 
lery.  Nor  is  any  international  compact  required  for  the  determina¬ 
tion  or  recognition  of  a  jurisdiction  which  is  not  at  all  excessive,  but 
a  special  treaty  might  be  necessary  for  making  an  exception  in  favor 
of  any  nation,  and  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  none  such 
exists.  The  United  States  are  so  much  the  more  obliged  to  respect 
this  principle  since,  as  is  evident  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State, 
the  jurisdictional  belt  claimed  by  them  extends  many  miles  farther 
than  those  designated  by  Spain. 

The  Government  of ‘her  Catholic  Majesty  trusts,  therefore,  that 
that  of  the  United  States  will  cause  the  commanding  officers  of  its 
naval  forces  in  the  Gulf  to  understand  that  the  jurisdictional  belt  of 
the  island  of  Cuba  extends  to  6  miles  on  the  open  sea,  and  that  only 
beyond  that  limit  is  it  allowed  to  them  to  exercise  any  act  which  may 
be' in  opposition  to  the  rights  of  Spanish  authority.  In  this  way  all 
misunderstanding  will  cease  and  the  good  relations  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  will  not  be  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  causes  which  ought  entirely 
to  disappear. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consid¬ 
eration.  ^  ^ 

Gabriel  G.  Iassara. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Revort  of  Flaq-  Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  issued 

1  to  the  U  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have,  in  compliance  with 
the  instructions  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  7th  instant, 
ordered  the  steamer  Cuyler  to  Boston. 

The  Cuyler  sailed  this  morning,  having  on  board  a  full  supply  ot 
coals,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow  being  instructed  to  cruise  ott 
the  N.  E.  Providence  Channel  until  he  consumes  all  his  coals  with  the 
exception  of  a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  passage  to  Boston,  after  which 
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he  will  proceed  to  that  place  and  report  to  you  immediately  upon  his 
arrival. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gvlf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instructions 
from  the  Department  regarding  the  battery  of  the  17.  S.  ship  St. 
Lawrence. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West ,  May  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place  of  the  frigate 
St.  Lawrence  on  the  23d  instant. 

As  there  are  now  a  number  of  Confederate  vessels  in  the  port  of 
Havana  loading,  it  is  supposed,  for  Southern  ports,  I  shall  dispatch  her 
to  cruise  in  the  Gulf  for  a  few  weeks,  after  which  I  will  convert  her 

into  a  store  and  hospital  ship,  in  order  to  do  which,  however,  it  will 

be  necessary  to  remove  her  main-deck  battery  and  a  portion  of  the 
weight  from  her  hold,  as  otherwise  when  loaded  she  would  draw  too 
much  water  to  be  anchored  in  the  harbor.  I  therefore  request  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  Department  in  regard  to  the  battery. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

7„  '  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

L  lag-  Office* r,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington *  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.. 


Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  26,  1862. 


Name. 


Niagara . 

Merced i  la  . . . 
R.  R.  Cuyler. 
Quaker  City  . 
Wanderer  . . . 


Pursuit . 

Bainbridge . . . 
Ethan  Allen.. 
Beauregard . . . 


Somerset . 

Kingfisher . 

Young  Rover. . . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Chambers . 

Samuel  Rotan.. 

Sagamore . 

Tahoma . 

St.  Lawrence ... 

Amanda . 

National  Guard 
Marion . 


Station. 


Key  West. 


Tampa  Bav . 

St.  Martin’s  Reef  and  Crystal 
River. 

Cedar  Keys . 

St.  Marks'. . 

Apalachicola,  East  Pass  A. . 

Apalachicola,  West  Pass . 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay . 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay . 7.  V.. 


Key  West. 

- do _ 

—  do _ 


Remarks. 


Cruising  off  N.  E.  Providence  Channel. 
Do. 

Cruising  off  N.  W.  Providence  Channel 
Cruisng  between  Tortugas  and  Cape 
San  Antonio. 

Do. 

Do. 

Blockading. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

'  Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Repairing  and  coaling. 

Taking  in  water. 

Taking  in  water  and  provisions. 

rr?c^SliiPu  f bs??t  supplying  squadron. 
Has  sailed  for  Boston  for  repairs. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cate ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  capture  of  the  schooner  Andromeda. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

Off  Mariel ,  Cuba ,  May  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Andro¬ 
meda,  (by  this  vessel  under  my  command  this  afternoon),  Mariel,  Cuba, 
bearing  south  by  east  17  miles.  Reported  from  the  masthead  at  3 
p.  m.  and  boarded  at  5  p.  m.  When  first  seen  she  was  bearing  for 
Havana.  When  they  made  us  out  she  kept  off  N.  N.  E.  and  made  all 
sail.  We  were  obliged  to  fire  four  shell  from  our  rifled  Parrott  gun 
before  she  would  heave  to.  She  is  from  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  and  has 
on  board  597  bales  cotton  and  some  other  cargo. 

Very  respectfully,  David  Cate, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

U.  S.  Frigate  Niagara ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  McKean,  U.  A.  Navy,  to  Commander  Schenck, 

U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence,  assigning  the 

cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  May  28,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  frigate  St.  Lawrence  under  your 
command  to  cruise  between  Tortugas  and  Cape  San  Antonio  for  the 
purpose  of  intercepting  vessels  bound  to  Confederate  ports  or  vessels 
that  may  have  run  the  blockade  bound  to  Havana.  You  will  be  par¬ 
ticular,  however,  not  to  chase,  board,  or  fire  upon  any  vessel  within 
1  marine  league,  or  3  geographical  miles  of  the  Cuban  coast. 

The  brig  Bainhriage  and  schooner  Wanderer  are  now  cruising 
between  Tortugas  and  Cape  San  Antonio,  and  the  bark  Amanda  and 
gunboat  Tahoma  will  be  dispatched  in  a  few  days. 

You  will  instruct  }7our  boarding  officers  to  be  careful  not  to  give 
unnecessary  offense,  to  be  courteous,  but  firm  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty. 

Herewith  enclosed  you  will  find  a  memorandum  of  vessels  which 
have  run  the  blockade  and  reached  Havana.  They  will  probably  sail 
from  thence  with  return  cargoes,  but  under  the  English  flag,  and  fur¬ 
nished  -with  provisional  registers.  Should  you  meet  with  any  of  them 
you  will  capture  and  send  them  in. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  memoradum  describing  a  British  provisional 
register,  a  communication  giving  information  of  a  large  number  of 
vessels  from  European  ports  which  are  suspected  of  intention  to  vio¬ 
late  the  blockade,  a  copy  of  general  orders,  and  a  number  of  circulars, 
etc.,  to  all  of  which  I  call  your  particular  attention. 

In  the'event  of  making  prizes  you  will  send  them  to  this  port  for 
adjudication. 

At  the  expiration  of  one  month,  if  not  otherwise  instructed,  you  will 
return  to  this  place  and  report  to  me. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Wm.  W.  McKean,] 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  F.  Schenck, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence,  Key  West ,  Fla. 
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Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  I .  S.  Navy,  commayiding  IT.  S.  S. 

Santiago  de  Cuba ,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Lucy  C.  Holmes. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  Key  West ,  May  30 ,  .1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  left  New 
York  on  the  24th  instant  under  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to  you. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant,  in  latitude  32°  N.,  longitude 
78°  06'  W.,  1  captured  the  rebel  schooner  Lucy  C.  Holmes ,  from 
Santee  the  night  previous,  bound  to  Nassau.  She  was  loaded  with  cot¬ 
ton  and  had  papers  from  the  Confederate  custom-house  at  Charleston. 
On  the  same  day  I  sent  her  to  Boston  under  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  L.  Coggeshall. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

.  Commander.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  AY.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Capture  of  watering  party  in  Aucilla  River ,  Florida,  June  2,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  June  13 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  very  lengthened  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  Jos.  P.  Couthouy,  of  the  bark  Kingfisher ,  of  an 
unfortunate  attempt  to  procure  water.  He  has  been  admonished  to  be 
more  careful  in  future. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

'  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 

Kingfisher. 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 
Blockading  off  St.  Marks ,  Fla. ,  June  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  2d  instant  this  vessel  met  with  a 
grave  disaster  in  the  capture  of  two  of  her  boats  while  watering  in  the 
Aucilla  River,  aud  of  Acting  Master  Samuel  Curtis,  with  the  survivors 
ot  his  party,  11  in  number  (2  having  been  killed  in  the  skirmish),  all 
of  whom  are  now  prisoners  at  Tallahassee. 

The  river,  whose  entrance  is  situated  about!  leagues  N.  E.  by  E.  of 
our  anchorage,  had  been  reconnoitered  by  my  order  a  month  previous 
bjr  Master’s  Mate  C.  E.  Sloan,  in  consequence  of  a  large  quantitv  of 
our  water  being  found  to  be  very  offensive  and  the  necessity  of  finding 
some  place  where  a  supply  could  be  procured  without  danger.  He 
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reported  it  as  perfectly  secure,  showing  no  token  of  having  been  inhab¬ 
ited  for  years.  It  was  long  ago  a  resort  of  live-oak  cutters,  and  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  timber  were  yet  scattered  along  the  banks.  The  whole 
region  was  covered  with  undergrowth  and  jungle,  and  the  pilot,  Welles, 
assured  me  the  place  had  been  deserted  since  the  last  Indian  war,  ancl 
was  inaccessible  by  any  land  route. 

On  the  strength  of  these  representations  I  sent  a  wooding  party  to 
the  river  on  5th  May,  which,  between  that  and  10th,  cut  and  brought  off 
about  five  cords  without  having  seen  or  heard  the  least  indication  of 
danger.  On  the  27th  instant,  our  water  running  low  and  being  very 
impure,  I  considered  it  important  to  procure  an  additional  supply  and 
sent  in  two  boats  which  returned  next  day  with  480  gallons  and  reported 
having  found  everything  as  left  by  the  wooding  party.  Three  other 
trips  were  made  that  week  in  all  security  and  without  anything  being 
observed  to  excite  the  least  apprehension.  The  boats  always  went 
armed,  and  all  were  charged  to  be  vigilant  in  guarding  against  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  a  surprise. 

On  'Monday,  2d  instant,  the  first  and  second  cutters  with  a  party  of 
13  men  in  charge  of  Mr.  Curtis  left  the  ship  about  10  a.  m.  for  the  river, 
accompanied  by  the  pilot  and  one  man  in  the  sailboat  in  which  our 
contrabands  came  off. 

The  next  morning  the  pilot  returned  and  reported  having  run  down 
to  the  mouth  of  the  river  with  the  other  boats  which  proceeded  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  landing  about  2  miles  up,  while  he  remained  outside  for 
an  hour  or  more  to  fish .  On  his  following  the  party  in,  as  he  approached 
the  landing,  he  saw  a  number  of  our  casks  in  the  river  and  close  to  the 
landing,  the  second  cutter  capsized,  and  surmised  at  once  that  our  peo¬ 
ple  had  been  surprised  by  the  enemy.  The  first  cutter  was  nowhere  to 
be  seen.  After  reconnoitering  cautiously,  seeing  no  one,  he  ventured 
to  right  the  second  cutter  and  make  her  fast  to  a  tree,  and  to  roll  the 
casks  up  on  the  bank,  when  he  observed  several  breastworks  of  heavy 
logs  that  had  been  erected  since  Saturday,  and  fearing  the  enemy  might 
yet  be  in  the  vicinity,  prudently  made  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  the 
ship.  On  receiving  this  information  I  determined  to  send  a  boat  that 
night  to  make  a  further  examination  and  if  practicable  bring  off  the 
second  cutter  and  any  other  property  that  could  be  secured  without 
risk  of  further  loss,  and  also  to  try  to  ascertain  if  some  of  our  men 
might  not  have  escaped  and  been  concealed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river. 

Master’s  Mate  Charles  E.  Sloan,  in  whose  judgment  and  prudence  I 
had  full  confidence,  having  been  restored  to  duty  in  view  of  the  emer¬ 
gency,  was  accordingly  dispatched  with  the  third  cutter  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  under  written  instructions,  of  which  a  copy  is  hereto  appended, 
together  with  one  of  his  reports  to  me  on  returning  next  day  (4th)  at 
noon,  which  confirmed  my  fears  that  some  of  our  party  might  have 
fallen  in  the  skirmish.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  sent  Mr.  Sloan 
in  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  light-house,  with  a  communication  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  St.  Marks,  requesting  a  pass  for  a  burying 
party  to  go  down  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  decently  inter  our  slain,  and 
permission  to  send  the  survivors  their  clothing  and  a  small  sum  of 
money,  asking  also  that  Mr.  Curtis  might  be  permitted  to  communi¬ 
cate  briefly  the  circumstances  of  his  capture,  and  that  if  any  of  our 
men  were  wounded  and  he  could  not  extend  needful  surgical  aid,  they 
might  be  sent  to  me  on  the  pledge  of  my  honor  that  they  should,  on 
their  recovery,  be  remanded  to  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war  until 
exchanged  or  released  on  parole.  I  append  a  copy  of  this  letter  and 
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of  one  to  Acting  Master  Curtis  enclosed  with  it,  together  with  a  letter 
in  reply  received  the  day  following  from  Lieutenant  D.  W.  Gwynn, 
commanding  Confederate  forces  near  St.  Marks,  complying  in  the 
most  courteous  manner  with  my  requests  and  enclosing  a  pass  for  a 
flag  of  truce  with  a  burying  party.  1  also  append  the  report  of  Mr. 
Sloan,  who  was  sent  last  night  in  charge  of  the  party,  returned  at 
noon  to-day  after  having  properly  interred  our  late  shipmates,  by 
which  it  appears  that  they  were  identified  by  their  clothing  as  Antoine 
Faulkner,  seaman,  and  Antonio  Euphrates,  ordinary  seaman.  Their 
graves  were  marked  conformably  to  the  directions  given  in  your 
squadron  orders. 

J  considered  it  proper  to  address  a  letter  of  acknowledgment  to 
Lieutenant  Gwynn  for  his  courtesy  in  granting  requests,  a  copy  of 
which  will  be  found  annexed.  The  sum  of  $50  and  a  supply  of  cloth¬ 
ing  for  Mr.  Curtis  accompanied  this  letter,  and  the  hammocks  and 
clothing  of  the  men  will  be  sent  up  on  Monday  (9th). 

I  he  watering  party  was  composed  of  the  following  persons:  Acting 
Master  Samuel  Curtis,  in  charge;  William  H.  Pierce,  seaman;  Charles 
Newton,  seaman,  arm  broken  by  a  ball;  Charles  Hood,  seaman,  slightly 
wounded;  Frank  Dyekman,  seaman;  George  W.  Greenough,  ordinary 
seaman;  William  Harps,  ordinary  seaman;  W.  T.  Leach,  ordinary 
seaman;  Rienzi  J.  Brooks,  ordinary  seaman;  Stephen  P.  Lincoln, 
ordinary  seaman;  George  F.  Eddy,  landsman;  Nehemiah  Sherman’ 
landsman;  Antoine  Faiilkner,  seaman,  killed;  Antonio  Euphrates 
seaman,  killed. 

Sunday ,  8th—  A  flag  of  truce  came  down  this  morning  with  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Lieutenant  Gw}7nn,  replying  to  mine  thanking  him 
for  his  courtesy,  and  enclosing  one  from  Brigadier-General  Finegan 
commanding  Department  of  East  and  Middle  Florida,  dated  Head¬ 
quarters  Provisional  h  orces,  Tallahassee,  June  6,  containing  proposals 
for  exchange  of  prisoners,  both  which  are  herewith  transmitted;  also 
a  brief  note  from  Mr.  Curtis  giving-  the  names  of  our  killed  and 
wounded  and  stating  that  himself  and  party  “were  treated  with  every 
kindness  after  surrendering,  and  have  been  ever  since;  that  all  were 
well  except  those  that  were  wounded,  and  those  are  getting  along 


A  verbal  message  having  been  sent  that  Lieutenant  Gwynn  would 
be  pleased  to  hold  a  personal  conference  with  me,  1  proceeded  to  meet 
him  at  the  inner  buoy,  about  midway  between  the  vessel  and  the  light- 
house,  and  had  an  interview  of  some  fifteen  minutes.  Our  conversa¬ 
tion  was  exclusively  on  the  affair  at  the  Aucilla  River.  He  testified  in 
strong  terms  to  the  gallantry  of  our  men,  who  were,  as  I  apprehended 
taken  by  surprise,  and  particularly  mentioned  the  conduct  of  Charles 
Newton,  who  fought  like  a  hero,  endeavoring  after  his  arm  was  dis¬ 
abled  to  use  his  gun  with  only  one  hand.  He  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  cap  ure  had  cost  the  lives  of  two  of  our  men,  but  said  it  was 
unavoidable  from  the  manner  in  which  our  whole  party  defended 
themselves  against  a  greatly  superior  force,  and  that  but  for  their 
being  taken  oft  their  guard  the  loss  of  life  would  have  been  much 
greater,  without  changing  the  result. 

Lieutenant  Gwynn  stated  that  the  Confederates  reached  the  river 
by  following  an  old  trail  through  the  woods  and  swamps,  but  declined 
stating  how  they  learned  that  our  men  were  there,  whether  the  troops 
came  from  St.  Marks  or  Tallahassee.  From  some  incidental  expres¬ 
sions,  however,  I  am  led  to  believe  they  came  from  the  latter  post,  and 
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that  intelligence  was  conveyed  thither  from  St.  Marks  on  the  departure 
of  our  boats,  having  been  seen  from  the  light-house. 

This  edifice  and  the  point  of  land  in  which  it  stands  is  at  present 
occupied  by  a  company  of  artillery  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Maxwell, 
whose  men  and  horses  appear  to  be  in  good  condition  for  service. 
Mr.  Sloan  was  not  allowed  to  go  up  far  enough  to  see  what  was  the 
strength  of  their  battery. 

Since  this  fact  has  come  to  my  knowledge  a  full  watch  is  kept  at 
night  in  all  weathers,  to  be  in  better  readiness  for  their  reception 
should  they  be  emboldened  by  our  recent  loss  to  run  down  with  a  large 
force  on  the  steamer  Sjaray  and  attempt  to  surprise  and  carry  us  by 
boarding. 

Should  it  meet  your  approval,  and  the  interests  of  the  service  will 
permit,  I  respectfully  ask  that  my  action  in  this  unfortunate  affair 
may  be  duly  investigated  by  a  court  of  enquiry,  before  which  I  trust  to 
be  able  to  make  it  appear  that  it  was  not  owing  to  want  of  reasonable 
and  prudent  care  on  my  part  for  the  safety  of  the  persons  and  property 
entrusted  to  my  charge. 

1  enclose  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  S.  Smith’s  report  of  casualties, 
and  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  P.  COUTHOUY, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Smith,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties. 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 
Blockading  off  St.  Marks ,  Fla. ,  June  7, 186%. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties,  resulting  from  the 
attack  upon  our  watering  party  by  Confederate  troops,  in  the  Aucilla 
River,  June  2. 

1.  Antoine  Faulkner,  seamen,  born  in  Germany,  killed. 

2.  Antonio  Euphrates,  ordinary  seaman,  born  in  the  W estern  Islands, 
killed. 

Two  other  seamen  (names  unknown)  attached  to  the  party  are 
reported  by  the  enemy  as  slightly  wounded.  The  remains  of  the 
deceased,  under  your  directions,  have  been  carefully  interred  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Aucilla  River,  about  2i  miles  from  its  mouth,  50  yards 
back  from  its  margin,  and  some  200  yards  below  an  old  white-oak 
settlement.  A  painted  headboard  marks  the  site  of  their  graves. 
Faulkner  lying,  as  you  face  the  inscription,  to  the  left  of  the  board, 
Euphrates  to  the  right. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edgar  S.  Smith, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

JOS.  P.  COUTHOUY, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commandtng . 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  learned  that  the  two  men 
referred  to  as  wounded  are  Charles  Newton,  Marquesas  Islands,  sea- 
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man,  and  Charles  Hood,  England,  seaman.  The  former  is  reported  as 
having  received  a  fracture  of  the  arm  and  the  latter  some  slighter 
injury. 

E.  S.  Smith, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Letter  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  McGary, 

C.  S.  Navy,  requesting  permission  to  send  clothing  to  the  captured  and  bury  the  dead. 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 
Blockading  off  St.  Marks ,  Fla. ,  June  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  presume  that  it  was  by  a  portion  of  the  forces  under  your 
command,  one  of  my  officers,  Acting  Master  Samuel  Curtis,  with  the 
survivors  of  the  watering  party  of  13  men  under  his  charge,  were 
captured  in  the  Aucilla  River  on  the  2d  instant,  and  that  they  are  now 
held  by  you  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  do  not  permit  myself  to  doubt  that  they  will  receive  at  your  hands 
such  treatment  as  humanity  and  the  civilization  of  the  age  claim  for 
persons  in  their  situation,  and  as  your  prisoners  on  board  this  vessel 
have  received  at  mine. 

As  they  are  without  any  clothing,  I  have  to  request  you  will  allow 
me  to  send  them  their  hammocks  and  clothes  bags,  that  they  may 
be  made  comfortable  as  far  as  these  are  concerned,  without  taxing 
your  hospitality  for  the  purpose.  I  wish,  also,  to  enquire  if  there 
would  be  an}r  objection  on  your  part  to  my  placing  a  few  dollars  for 
each  in  the  hands  of  Air.  Curtis,  to  be  expended  by  him  at  his  discre¬ 
tion  in  the  purchase  of  such  minor  articles  as  they  may  need  for  their 
comfort.  1  have  ascertained  that  some  of  my  men  were  killed  in  the 
skirmish  and  buried  in  a  hasty  manner  near  the  bank  of  the  river,  the 
bodies  not  being  covered  by  more  than  a  foot  of  loose  earth,  and  ask 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  a  pass  for  a  burying  party 
to  go  down  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  place  the  remains  of  our  late  ship¬ 
mates  in  security  from  the  attacks  of  beasts  of  prey  and  the  vultures, 
and  mark  their  graves  so  that  when  peace  in  God's  time  shall  visit  our 
unhappy  country  again  their  friends  may  be  enabled,  if  they  wish  it, 
to  remove  their  bones.  Should  any  of  our  men  in  your  hands  be 
wounded  and  require  surgical  aid,  as  you  may  be  without  the  means 
of  affording  it,  if  you  will  send  them  to  me  that  they  may  receive 
suitable  care  and  attendance,  I  pledge  my  honor  as  an  officer  and  a 
gentleman  that  as  soon  as  they  are  convalescent  they  shall  be  remanded 
to  you,  to  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  until  exchanged  or  released  on 
parole. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  Acting  Master  Curtis,  which  I  trust  you  will 
not  deem  it  inexpedient  to  deliver,  and  hope  further  that  you  will 
allow  him  to  forward  me  an  open  report  of  the  circumstances  of  his 
capture  and  the  loss  we  have  sustained,  for  transmission  to  the 
Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  P.  Couthouy, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  [P.]  McGary,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Or,  in  his  absence ,  the  Commanding  Officer  at  St.  Marks. 
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etter  from  Lieutenant  Gwynn,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  officer  near  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  acced¬ 
ing  to  request  regarding  the  captured  and  dead. 


Camp  Jackson, 

Near  St.  Marks ,  June  5,  1862. 

fern:  Your  communication  addressed  to  the  commanding'  officer  at 
St.  Marks,  etc.,  is  at  hand.  You  are  correct  in  your  surmise  that 
Acting  Master  bamuel  Curtis,  of  the  U.  S.  bark  kingfisher ,  with  the 
survivors  of  his  party,  were  captured  on  the  banks  of  the  Aucilla  River 
on  the  2d  instant  by  a  party  of  Confederate  troops,  and  they  are  now 
held  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  assure  you  that  so  long  as  our  countrymen  who  have  been  so 
unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  your  hands  shall  be  treated  with  humanity 
and  kindness  yours  shall  fare  equallv  well  in  our  custodv. 

1  ou  can  deliver  such  clothing  anc\  other  articles  (including  the  few 
dollars  mentioned  in  your  communication)  which  you  may  desire  sent 
to  Mr.  Curtis  for  the  use  of  himself  and  party  to  Lieutenant  Maxwell 
at  St.  Marks  light-house,  and  I  will  have  them  safely  conveyed  to 
the  commander  of  the  Confederate  forces  at  Tallahassee,  who  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  dispose  of  them  at  your  request. 

Only  two  of  your  men  were  killed  in  the  skirmish  at  Aucilla  River, 
and.  our  troops  not  having  the  proper  appliances  at  hand  entrusted 
their  burial  to  some  citizens  in  the  vicinity.  I  cheerfully  grant  your 
request  and  send  you  a  pass  for  a  burying  party  to  go  down  with  a 
tiag  of  truce,  and  more  perfectly  secure  the  remains  of  your  late  ship¬ 
mates.  Two  of  your  men  were  wounded,  but  not  seriously.  They  are 
placed  in  the  hospital  at  Tallahassee,  where  they  have  the  best  medical 
and  other  necessary  attention.  The  other  matters  mentioned  in  your 
communication  will  be  referred  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Talla¬ 
hassee,  and  you  shall  receive  his  reply  at  an  early  day. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 


D.  W.  Gwynn, 

lieutenant ,  Commanding  Confederate  forces  near  St.  Marks. 


Memorandum. — The  above  was  received  by  me  under  flag  of  truce 
at  1:40  p.  m.  of  Friday,  June  6,  in  sealed  envelope  addressed  Joseph 
P.  Couthou}r,  lieutenant,  commanding  bark  Kingfisher. 

Jos.  P.  CoUTHOUY, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Finegan,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Couthouy,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  prisoners. 

Headquarters,  Provisional  Forces, 

Department  East  and  Middle  Florida, 

Tallahassee ,  June  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  of  this  department 
to  say  that  your  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  under  a  flag  of  truce 
from  U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher ,  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  McGary,  C. 
S.  Navy,  received  by  Lieutenant  Gwynn,  commanding  forces  at  St. 
Marks  light,  and  the  reply  of  Lieutenant  Gwynn,  together  with  your 
letter  to  Acting  Master  Curtis,  now  prisoner  of  war  at  Tallahassee, 
have  been  submitted  to  him.  The  prisoners  of  war  referred  to  in 


260 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


your  communication  will  be  treated  with  humanity  and  allowed  such 
privileges  as  are  demanded  by  the  usages  of  civilized  nations.  Cloth¬ 
ing,  money,  hammocks,  or  such  other  articles  as  may  promote  the 
health  or  comfort  of  the  prisoners,  may  be  sent  by  you  to  the  officer 
commanding  at  St.  Marks  light,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  Acting 
Master  Curtis  as  desired  in  your  communication.  Your  wounded  men 
have  been  well  provided  with  medical  and  other  attention,  and  the 
dead  were  ordered  to  be  buried  by  the  officer  commanding  in  the 
Aucilla.  Yet  you  can,  if  you  so  desire,  make  use  of  the  pass  granted 
by  Lieutenant  Gwynn,  for  the  purpose  of  interring  them  more  securely 
and  of  marking  their  graves.  The  commanding  general  is  not  advised 
that  there  are  any  prisoners  of  war,  recognized  as  such  by  the  usages 
of  war  among  civilized  nations,  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher. 
The  detention  of  Mr.  Butts,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  a  non- 
combatant  and  not  in  the  military  service,  is  not  in  conformity  with 
such  usages.  There  are  parts  of  your  letter  to  Acting  Master  Curtis 
which  are  not  proper  to  be  submitted  to  him.  So  much  of  your  letter 
as  refers  to  the  maintenance  of  discipline  and  the  preservation  of  the 
men  in  an  efficient  condition  for  future  service  and  in  loyalty  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  is  not  such  a  communication  as  is 
licensed  by  the  rules  of  war.  So  much  of  your  letter  as  contains 
assurances  of  a  provision  for  their  necessities  will  be  cheerfully  com¬ 
municated  to  the  men. 

^  There  are  two  or  three  prisoners  of  Florida,  captured  by  the  United 
States  forces  on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  and  now  on  parole,  for  whom  an 
exchange  of  a  like  number  of  your  men  of  equal  rank  will  be  made. 

There  are  also  12  or  14  of  Confederate  States  soldiers  now  prisoners 
of  war  at  Key  West,  for  the  exchange  of  whom  a  communication  has 
been  sent  to  the  United  States  officer  commanding  Federal  vessels  on 
the  St.  John’s  River,  for  whom  an  exchange  of  an  equal  number  of 
your  men  of  same  rank,  now  prisoners  in  our  hands,  will  be  made. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  usage  of  war  requiring  flags  of  truce 
to  be  sent  in  charge  of'  a  commissioned  officer.  Also  that  official 
reports  from  prisoners  to  the  late  commanding  officers,  though  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  inspection  of  officers  having  them  in  charo-e,  are  not 
allowed. 

The  commanding  general  of  the  department  desires  to  comply  with 
3  oui  requests  in  so  far  as  he  is  allowed  to  do  so  by  the  usages  of  war 
among  civilized  nations. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Finegan,  commanding. 

W.  Call, 

Lieutenant  Jos.  P.  Couthouy, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Gomdg.  U  iS.  Bark  Kingfisher. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
foyers,  U.  A  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  to  proceed  to 
duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Sqtuctdvon. 


Navy  Department,  June  3,  1863. 
Sir:  When  the  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville  shall  be  ready  for  sea.  proceed 
with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Key  West  and  report  to  Flao-- 

Officer  J.  L.  Lardner  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 
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Transmit  to  the  Department  before  leaving  New  York  a  muster  roll 
of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Huntsville. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunte  er  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  New  York. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  June  1,  1862. 


Names. 

Stations. 

Remarks. 

Niagara  . 

Key  West . 

San  Jacinto . 

. do . 

Mercedita . 

. do . 

Taking  in  coal;  just  returned  from  a 
cruise. 

Cruising  oif  N.  W.  Providence  Channel. 
Cruising  between  Tortugas  and  Cape 
San  Antonio. 

Do. 

Quaker  Cit^ . 

Bainbridge . 

Do. 

Tampa  Bay . 

Blockading. 

St.  Martin’s  Reef  and  Crystal 
River. 

Cedar  Keys . 

Do. 

Do. 

St.  Marks' . 

Do. 

On  her  way  to  Apalachicola,  East  Pass. 
To  be  relieved  by  Young  Rover  and 
ordered  to  Key  West. 

Blockading. 

Do. 

Apalachicola,  West  Pass . 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay . 

Do. 

Repairing  and  coaling. 

Storeship;  taking  in  coal  and  stores. 
Guard  vessel. 

Sailed  this  day  with  orders  to  cruise 

between  Tortugas  and  Cape  San 
Antonio. 

Sailed  this  day  with  orders  to  cruise 

between  Cape  San  Antonio  and  Yuca¬ 
tan  Bank. 

Under  orders  to  sail,  to  cruise  between 
Cape  SanAntonioand  YYicatan  Bank. 
Arrived  yesterday. 

Key  West . 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Lardner ,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  arrival  at 

Key  West  to  assume  command  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  June  J,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  19th  of  May  1  have  reported  to  Flag-Officer  McKean  to  relieve 
him  from  the  command  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
and  have  'hoisted  my  flag  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  as  commander  of 
that  squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Gardner, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Winn,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

the  arming  of  Confederate  schooner  Cate  L.  Bruce  in  Chattahoochee 

River. 

U.  S.  Bark  Jas.  L.  Davis, 

Apalachicola  Bay ,  June  8,  1862. 

_  Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  muster  roll  of  this  ship  to  1st  instant, 
since  which  two  more  contrabands  have  come  aboard  and  claimed 
protection. 

I  have  but  two  slight  cases  of  sickness  on  the  ship. 

The  contrabands  which  arrived  this  a.  m.  report  that  within  a  few 
weeks  the  rebels  have  taken  a  large  schooner  from  Bice’s  [Kickoe’s] 
Bluff  to  Columbus,  [Ga.],  for  the  purpose  of  putting  steam  power 

in  her  and  arming  her  to  come  down  and  drive  the  “ - Yanks” 

from  Confederate  waters.  She  ran  the  blockade  last  winter  to  Apa¬ 
lachicola  under  English  colors  with  a  valuable  cargo  from  Havana. 
We  are  ready  for  her  or  any  other  single  vessel  the  rebels  may  send. 
The  name  of  the  schooner  is  Kate  L.  Bruce. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  Winn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S.  It  is  reported  that  the  LLate  L.  Bruce  is  to  be  commanded  by 
^t11’  late  tbe  Florida,  captured  by  this  vessel  last  March 
ott  Cedar  Keys,  taken  to  Key  West,  and  condemned.  Captain  and 
crew  arrived  here  last  month,  where  they  have  families  and  reside 

J.  W. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  English,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  discovery  of 
steamer  Havana  in  Deadman’s  Bay,  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

Off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.,  June  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  of  June  the  tender  {Ezilda)  to  this  vessel  sur¬ 
prised  a  steamer  named  the  Havana,  in  Deadman’s  Bay. 

Before  she  could  reach  her  she  was  fired  and  deserted  by  her  crew, 
cotton  mC^  a^0ut  ^n^s^le<i  discharging  her  cargo  and  was  taking  in 

Nothing  was  saved  but  her  jib,  one  anchor,  two  chain  cables,  and 
thiee  pigs  of  lead  At  the  time  boarded  she  had  on  her  deck  about 
1U  tons  of  lead,  which  melted  and  sank  with  the  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  JD.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay-  Officer  Lardner ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  calling  attention  to  the  need  of  protection  for  the  inlet  to  Indian 
River ,  Florida. 

Navy  Department,  June  10 ,  1862. 
Sir:  Attention  should  be  given  to  Indian  River  inlet  south  of  Cape 
Canaveral.  It  is  possible  there  is  a  point  of  transshipment  there,  as 


a  road  is  said  to  be  completed  from  that  vicinity  clear  up  to  Volusia. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  W elles. 


Flag-Officer  James  L.  Gardner, 

Commanding ,  etc. ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  of  respecting  the  territorial 
sovereignty  of  Spain  in  Cuban  waters. 

Navy  Department,  June  10 ,  1862. 
Sir:  In  disposing  of  your  naval  force  and  issuing  instructions  to 
the  commanding  officers  in  your  squadron  for  intercepting  the  trade 
that  may  be  carried  on  between  the  ports  of  Cuba  and  the  insurgent 
States  by  vessels  fitting  out  in  those  ports,  or  that  may  use  them  for 
convenience,  }rou  will  impress  upon  such  commanding  officers  the 
necessity  of  respecting  the  territorial  sovereignty  of  Spain.  They 
should  exercise  great  caution  in  this  respect  and  should  not  chase,  fire 
upon,  board,  or  seize  vessels  within  the  territorial  waters  of  Cuba. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  James  L.  Gardner, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Commander  Brasher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding ;  U.  S.  brig 
Bainbridge ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Baigorry. 

U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge, 

Key  West,  June  11,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  9th  instant, _  latitude  23°  46',  longitude  83°  16',  we  took 
as  a  prize  the  schooner  Baigorry,  from  New  Orleans,  bound  to  Havana, 
and  have  sent  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  on  the  grounds  of 

illegal  and  defective  papers.  .  . 

The  brig  accompanies  her  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  back  the 
prize  crew  and  delivering’  over  to  the  authorities  the  men  taken  fiom 

the  Confederate  vessel. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  T.  M.  Brasher, 

Commanding  Bainbridge. 

Flag-Officer  James  G.  Gardner, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  McKean ,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  at  Boston  from 

the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Niagara, 

Boston ,  June  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  Niagara  at 
1  p.  m.  this  day. 

Flag-Officer  Lardner  arrived  at  Key  West  on  the  1st  instant,  and  on 
the.  4th  instant  1  transferred  to  him  the  command  of  the  Eastern  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron  and  sailed  in  the  Niagara  for  this  port. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  attached  to  this  ship;  also  a 
list  of  the  men  who  are  entitled  to  an  honorable  discharge.  There  are 
about  100  men  belonging  to  the  ship  whose  term  of  service  has 
expired,  and  I  have  also  on  board  about  40  others  from  various  vessels 
of  the  squadron.  I  earnestly  request  authority  to  discharge  all  of  the 
original  crew  of  this  ship,  as  they  have  been  closely  confined  for  more 
than  two  years,  having  had  liberty  but  twice.  I  feel  confident  that  if 
now  discharged  most  if  not  all  of  them  will  ship  again  within  a  month. 

I  also  request  authority  to  grant  two  months’  pay  and  two  or  three 
weeks’  liberty  to  about  45  others,  who  have  nearly  two  years  to  serve. 

I  desire  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  Lieutenant  Commandino- 
de  Krafit.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  fine  officer,  and  well  worthy  of  any 
position  to  which  the  Department  may  deem  it  proper  to  appoint  him. 

As  most  officers  have  been  in  the  ship  for  upward  of  two  vears  I 
trust  the  Department  will  grant  them  leave  of  absence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

tt  n  lir  Wm.  W.  McKean. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C: 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruction 
of  a  fort  m  /St.  Marks  River,  Florida,  June  15,  1862. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

c  Key  West,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  15th  instant  Lieutenant 
Commanding  John  C.  Howell  m  the  gunboat  Tahoma,  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Earl  English  in  the  Somerset,  crossed  the 
ai  of  St.  Marks  Kiver  and  drove  out  a  company  of  artillery  with 
tour  or  five  fieldpieces,  from  a  fort  near  the  light-house  afterwards 
anding  and  burning  the  fort  with  the  buildings  used  as  a  barracks 

ofhthJSSd/e’rVL  e?gaiGSt  a  nest  °f  rebels  that  had  captured  two 
of  the  Kingfisher  s  boats  and  were  prepared  for  other  mischief. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iri  n  _  J-  L-  Lardner, 

J  Ca9~  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Abstract  log  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma,  Lieutenant  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy 

commanding.  y’ 

June  15,  1862  — At  1  p.  m.  stood  in  toward  St.  Marks,  accompanied 
by  Somerset.  Got  ship  ready  for  action.  At  1:50  fired  17  X-inch 
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and  Id  Parrott  shells  at  the  battery  and  surroundings.  At  2:30  ceased 
firing,  called  away  all  boats,  made  a  landing,  destroyed  batterv,  and 
burned  barracks. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  English ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 

Curlew. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

Off  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  June  16, 1862 . 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  I  captured 
the  schooner  Curlew  off  this  port  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  instant, 
under  the  following  circumstances: 

Steaming  down  the  coast  from  St.  Marks,  Deadman’s  Point  bearing 
N.  E.,  distant  8  miles,  Sea  Horse  Key,  S.  E.,  distant  about  30  miles, 
sighted  a  schooner  standing  iij  toward  Deadman’s  Bay.  Stood  for  her. 
As  soon  as  she  made  me  out  she  hauled  her  wind  and  stood  to  the 
westward.  Coming  up  with  her,  she  hove  to.  His  answer  to  my 
hail  was  “From  Havana,  bound  to  Pensacola.”  Sent  a  boat  with  two 
officers  on  board  and  found  her  to  be  the  Curlew,  with  English  colors 
and  a  provisional  register,  signed  by  the  English  consul  (Crawford)  at 
Havana.  She  cleared  from  Havana,  bound  to  Matamoras.  Finding 
her  so  much  out  of  her  position,  and  on  board  sufficient  evidence  to 
justify  me  in  seizing  her,  I  have  sent  her  into  Key  West  for  adjudica¬ 
tion. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Somerset. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Goodwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  oark  Amanda,  regarding  the  capture  of  a  slave  bark. 

U.  S.  Bark  Amanda, 

Key  West,  June  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  at  8  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  17th 
instant  I  made  a  bark  and  schooner  on  the  lee  bow,  schooner  appar¬ 
ently  communicating  with  bark.  The  bark  had  royals  and  topgallant 
sails  clewed  up.  We  ran  for  her  and  brought  her  to  with  a  blank 

cartridge.  Sent  a  boat  on  board.  She  proved  to  be  the  bark - , 

a  slaver,  having  discharged  over  800  negroes  on  the  16th  and  17th. 
Sent  a  prize  crew  on  board  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Joseph  E.  Jones, 
with  instructions  to  proceed  to  Key  West,  she  having  no  provisions  or 
water  on  board.  I  have  on  board  my  vessel  the  crew  of  the  slaver, 
11  men.  Our  position  at  time  of  boarding  bark  was  Tableland  of 
Mariel,  bearing  S.  S.  E.  20  miles. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Goodwin, 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 

Flag-Officer  J.  L.  Lardner,  ' 

Commanding  Eastern  Division  Gulf  Sguadron. 


266 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Jones ,  TI.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  prize  slaver , 

of  arrival  at  Key  West,  Fla. 


U.  S.  Bark  Amanda, 

Key  West,  [ June  18,  1862\. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  slave  prize  in  my 
charge  at  this  port.  When  I  arrived  on  board  I  found  everything  in 
utter  confusion.  Her  crew  were  all  intoxicated  and  inclined  to  be 
troublesome.  1  then  made  a  signal  for  another  armed  boat’s  crew,  and 
immediately  commenced  a  search  for  any  documents  that  may  have 
been  on  board.  I  also  sent  all  the  men  on  board  the  Amanda,  and  took 
every  precaution  to  preserve  everything  of  any  value.  They  informed 
me  that  she  had  landed  750  slaves  previous  to  her  capture.  1  then 
made  sail  for  Key  West,  according  to  your  instructions.  I  then  set 
my  men  to  work  to  clear  up  her  decks,  so  as  to  make  all  snug-  in  case 
of  strong  winds,  and  in  throwing  some  tubs  overboard  one  of  our  men 
fell  into  the  water.  I  instantly  tacked  ship  and  stood  in  for  him,  and 
having  no  boat  I  was  obliged  to  work  to  the  best  advantage.  While 
the  ship  was  in  stays,  two  other  men  jumped  overboard  to  take  a  line 
to  him,  although  against  my  orders.  I  also  made  a  signal,  which  you 
instantly  understood,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  one  of  our  men  was 
drowned,  and  I  sent  the  body  to  you  for  interment.  I  arrived  next 
morning  at  this  port  without  any  further  trouble,  and  reported  to  the 
flag-officer,  by  your  instructions. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  E.  Jones, 


Lieutenant  N.  Goodwin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Baric  Amanda. 


Acting  Master. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  U  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  vessels 
seized  and  sent  to  Key  TVest  fov  adjudication. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  June  18,  1862. 

Silt:  I  have  to  report  the  following  vessels  seized  and  sent  to  this 
port  for  adjudication. 

Schooner  Baigorry,  cotton,  by  brig  Bainbridge,  June  11 

Schooner  Princeton,  assorted  cargo,  with  Confederate  11  ao-  bv  the 
Susquehanna,  June  12.  &  J 

Bark  (no  name)  engaged  in  slave  trade,  by  bark  Amanda,  June  18. 
Ihe  first  two  vessels  were  sent  in  before  your  order,  directing  a 
poUion  of  prizes  to  be  sent  to  Boston,  was  received  by  me,  and  the 

capture^016  ^  01X161  'aC  been  received  %  the  officer  making  the 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TT7  ^  J .  Ll.  LARDNER, 

J  lag- Officer^  Comdg.,  Eastern  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Stearns ,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  British  schooner 

Lucy ,  from  Havana ,  Cuba. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Deadmarls  Point  [Bay],  Fla.,  JuneW,  186%. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  at  10:30  a.  m.  this  day,  in  lati¬ 
tude  29°  38'  N. ,  and  longitude  83°  45'  W. ,  I  boarded  the  British  schooner 
Lucy,  from  the  port  of  Havana,  with  clearance  for  the  port  of  New 
Orleans.  I  found  her  heading  north  by  compass,  and  over  five  degrees 
of  longitude  out  of  her  track.  Owing  to  the  number  of  vessels  run¬ 
ning  the  blockade  and  the  cargo  she  contained,  1  saw  proper  to  send 
her  to  Key  West,  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  A.  K.  Jones  for  adjudi¬ 
cation. 

Hoping  this  seizure  meets  with  your  approbation, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  Stearns, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Randall,  U.  S.  Navy,  com- 
ma/nding  U.  S.  bark  Pursuit,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  sloop)  Kate, 
from  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

Off  Lndian  River,  East  Coast  Florida,  June  %8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  morning,  the  23d  instant, 
at  6  a.  m.,  a  sail  was  discovered  in  Indian  River,  12  miles  north  of  the 
inlet.  Two  boats  were  immediately  dispatched,  Acting  Ensign  Peter 
Heede  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  James  H.  Barry  in  charge.  They 
succeeded  in  capturing  her  and  arrived  at  this  vessel  at  4  p.  m.  She 
proved  to  be  the  sloop  ICate,  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  an 
assorted  cargo.  She  had  no  colors  or  papers  of  any  description  on  board. 
The  captain  acknowledged  that  he  left  Nassau  on  the  20th  instant 
for  the  express  purpose  of  running  the  blockade. 

The  vessel  leaves  for  Key  West  to-morrow  for  adjudication.  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  full  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  entitled  to  share 
in  the  prize.  No  other  vessels  were  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,'  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  P.  Randall, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Duplicates  of  the  above  were  sent  to  Admiral  Bailey  and  Judge 
Marvin.] 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  June  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron: 


Name.  j  Commander. 


STEAMERS. 


San  Jacinto  (flagship) 

Mercedita . 

Quaker  City . 

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

Somerset . 

Sagamore . 

Tahoma . 

Fort  Henry . . 

Young  Royer . 


Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff . 
Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen  . . 

Commander  Jas.  M.  Frailey _ 

Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Earl 
English. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  J. 
Drake. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Jno. 
C.  Howell. 

Acting  Lieutenant  E.  Y.  Mc¬ 
Cauley. 

Acting  Master  I.  B.  Studley . 


SAILING  VESSELS. 


Frigate  St.  Lawrence 


Commander  J.  F.  Schenck 


Brig  Bainbridge 


Commander  T.  M.  Brasher 


Bark  Ethan  Allen 

Bark  Kingfisher . 

Bark  Jas.  L.  Davis _ 

Bark  Pursuit . 

Bark  Amanda . 

Schooner  Wanderer  . . 
Schooner  Chambers  . . 
Schooner  Sami.  Rotan 
Schooner  Beauregard 


Volunteer  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  W.  B.  Eaton. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Jos.  P.  Couthouy. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Jos.  Winn. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  David  Cate. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  N.  Goodwin. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Jas. 
H.  Spotts. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Dennis  Condry. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  W. 
Kennison. 

Acting  Master  David  Stearns . . . 


Ship  National  Guard 


Acting  Master  Wm.  Lee  Hays 


Schooner  Eugenie 


Acting  Master  S.  F.  Holbrook  . 


Station. 


Key  West- 

Cruising  off  Providence  Channel. 

Key  West;  repairing  boiler. 

Cruising  between  Cape  San  Antonio 
and  Yucatan  Bank. 

Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Key  West.  Arrived  to-day  from  circuit 
of  the  station. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Blockading  St.  Marks. 


Cruising  between  Tortugas  and  Cape 
San  Antonio. 

Ordered  to  Hampton  Roads  to  report  to 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Blockading  Tampa  Bay,  to  be  relieved 
by  the  Sagamore. 

Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Apalachicola,  West  Pass. 

Cruising  off  Cape  San  Antonio  and  Yu¬ 
catan  Bank. 

Cruising  between  Tortugas  and  Cape 
San  Antonio. 

Key  West;  repairs  of  sails. 

Sent  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

St  Martin’s  Reef  and  Crystal  River, 
Cedar  Keys. 

Key  West;  about  to  sail  to  supply  block¬ 
ading  squadron  with  coal,  etc 

Guard  ship. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TPf  sy  J.  L.  Lardner, 

ia9~  Oficer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  (J. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  regardinq  orders  issued 
to  the  U.  o.  steamers  Huntsville  and  Quaker  City. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

G  T  .  ,  West,  June  29,  1862. 

t:Tf\ave  i  ,  lor  t(>  feport  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Huntsville 
on  the  with,  ordered  for  this  squadron.  She  will  be  sent  to  cruise  off 

been  replenished!16  N'  E'  Providence  Channel  as  «oon  as  her  coal  has 
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The  Quaker  City  will  . leave  for  the  same  station  this  afternoon.  Her 
boilers  have  been  patched  up  so  as  to  enable  her  to  cruise  for  a  few 
weeks  longer,  after  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  her  north. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Winslow ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  East 
Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  30,  1862. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyle, r,  under  your  command,  is 
ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  J.  L.  Lardner  for  duty  in  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Francis  Winslow, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  Boston. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag- Offices  Lardner  and 
Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  enlistment  of  contrabands. 

Navy  Department,  July  2,  1862. 
Sir:  To  supply  }Tour  wants  you  will  have  to  resort  to  the  expediency 
of  enlisting  contrabands,  as  no  more  men  can  be  sent  you.  Enlist¬ 
ments  do  not  keep  pace  with  the  wants  of  the  service. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 


Flag-Officer  James  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding,  etc..  Key  West ,  Fla. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding,  etc.,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  release  of 
the  brig  Model,  seized  by  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  2,  1862. 

Sir:  In  forwarding  a  letter  of  Commander  Frailey,  of  the  Quaker 
City,  reporting  to  you  the  seizure  of  the  brig  Model,  of  Portland., 
loaded  with  a  cargo  of  coal  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  I  take  the 
occasion  to  state  that,  not  feeling  authorized  to  intercept  a  cargo  of 
English  coal  to  a  British  port,  whatever  use  the  article  may  be  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  intended  for  on  its  arrival,  I  have  allowed  the  vessel  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage. 
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Commander  Frailey  has  orders  to  send  any  vessel  he  may  capture  to 
Boston  for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Off  Key  West,  July  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday,  while  under 
orders,  from  Flag-Officer  James  L.  Lardner  to  cruise  to  the  eastward, 
I  fell  in,  in  latitude  24°  31'  N.,  longitude  79°  49'  W.,  with  the  Amer¬ 
ican  brig  Model,  of  Boston,  master,  Dow,  bound  from  Matanzas  to 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  having  on  board  as  cargo  250  tons  coal. 

Haying  had  official  information  that  numerous  large  rebel  steamers 
were  in  that  port,  and  that  the  coal  might  be  destined  for  their  use,  I 
determined  to  take  her  into  port  for  adjudication,  under  charge  of 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  D.  H.  Daniell,  and,  being  but  a  short  distance 
from  Key  West,  and  the  wind  light,  with  a  strong  current  running  up 
the  Gulf,  I  took  the  brig  in  tow  and  stood  for  this  port,  off  which  I 
cast  her,  and  sent  her  in  accordingly. 

Her  charter  party  agrees  to  give  $4  per  ton  freight,  and  that  for  a 
voyage  she  would  have  readily  made  in  three  or  four  days. 

The  master  of  the  Model  informs  me  that  quite  a  number  of  vessels, 
under  English,  French,  and  Spanish  colors,  are  at  Matanzas,  receiving 
cargoes  of  coal  for  Nassau. 

During  my  sojourn  in  Key  West,  from  June  12  to  June  29,  the  four 
boilers  of  this  vessel  underwent  quite  extensive  repairs,  but  I  regret 
to  report  that  since  my  leaving  there,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  they  have  again  given  way  in  other  parts  and  are  in  verv  bad 
condition.  *  J 


I  doubt  the  probability  of  their  holding  out  much  longer,  after  hav¬ 
ing  had  eight  years’  extensive  use. 

Accompanying  I  send  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  now 
attached  to  the  LI.  S.  S.  Quaker  City.  At  the  time  no  other  vessels 
ot  war  were  in  sight. 

I  trust  my  action  in  the  premises  may  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Hon.  Gideon  We™,  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S 
Liverpool  ty'  °''  m;pture  and  ^position  of  prize  brig  Lilia ,  from 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Off  Hole  in  the  Wall,  July  3,  1862. 

.  bfIK:  }  ha^.e  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  while  cruising  under  * 
instructions  from  Flag-Officer  James  L.  Lardner,  when  off  the  Hole  in 
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the  Wall,  this  clay  I  fell  in  with  the  British  brig  lilla ,  from  Liverpool, 
bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  of  saltpeter,  drugs, 
copper,  and  other  articles,  and  which  I  have  taken  as  a  prize  and  sent 
into  Boston,  or  some  other  port,  as  directed  by  your  order  of  May  15, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Tolford  Durham  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Bindley  H.  Livingston,  whom  I  have  instructed  to  report  to  you  in 
writing  immediately  on  their  arrival. 

1  have  sent  a  sworn  certificate  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court,  setting  forth  that  the  witnesses  saw  someone  on  board  the  brig 
throw  a  package  overboard  just  previous  to  my  boarding  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

P.  S. — There  were  two  passengers  aboard  the  brig,  whom  I  have 
sent  to  Boston  in  her,  viz,  D.  B.  Hewetson  and  Mr.  Libby. 

I  have  sent  8  sailors  and  2  marines  in  the  brig  to  manage  her,  sub¬ 
ject  to  your  further  orders. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  hrig  Lilia. 

[J.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

At  Sea ,  off  the  Hole  in  the  Wall ,  July  5 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  communication  on  the  3d 
instant,  which  was  forwarded  by  Acting  Master  Durham,  informing 
you  of  my  having  captured  the  English  brig  Lilia ,  of  Liverpool,  on 
that  day  and  having  sent  her  to  Boston  for  adjudication  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Durham  and  a  prize  crew  of  8  men  and  2  marines.  The  lateness 
of  the  hour  and  the  squally  appearance  of  the  weather  induced  me  to 
hurry  her  departure  before  night  of  that  day,  and  my  communication 
did  iiot,  therefore,  enter  into  as  full  statement  as  the  circumstances 
which  transpired  demanded,  and  which  I  now  hasten  to  correct. 

On  my  overhauling  the  Lilia  I  fired  a  musket  ahead  of  her,  and  at 
the  same  time  hailed  her  to  heave  to,  but  to  which  summons  the 
master  of  said  brig  did  not  appear  inclined  to  comply  with,  but  stood 
on,  until  I  called  the  gun’s  crew  to  clear  away  the  Parrott  gun  on  the 
forecastle.  At  that  moment  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  of  a 
package  having  been  thrown  overboard,  which  was  seen  by  Acting 
Master  Durham  and  gunner,  Mr.  Hamilton,  besides  several  of  the 
crew,  which  convinced  me  that  there  was  something  wrong  about  her. 

Master’s  Mate  L.  H.  Livingston  was  sent  to  board  her  with  directions 
to  invite  the  master  of  the  Lilia  to  return  with  him  to  this  ship,  and 
to  bring  his  papers  with  him.  To  this  request  he  replied  “that  noth¬ 
ing  but  force  should  cause  him  to  leave  his  ship.”  On  the  return  of 
Mr.  Livingston  and  making  known  the  master’s  (Appleby)  refusal,  I 
directed  Lieutenant  Breese  to  go  with  an  armed  force  alongside  and  to 
compel  him  to  return  with  him,  and  if  force  was  necessary  to  use  it. 

On  Lieutenant  Breese  reaching  the  deck  of  the  Lilia ,  and  making  a 
similar  request  as  had  been  previously  made  by  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
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Livingston',  "he  met  with  a  stern  refusal  from  Captain  Appleby,  that 
“nothing  but  force  should  take  him  out  of  his  vessel,”  which  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Breese  told  him  he  was  there  to  execute. 

Upon  this  Appleby  drew  a  pistol  from  his  pocket  and  threatened  the 
life  of  anyone  who  laid  hands  upon  him,  when  Lieutenant  Breese 
directed  the  men  to  be  prepared  to  fire  on  him,  which,  however,  was 
not  carried  into  effect,  he  readily  assenting  to  repair  on  board  after 
such  a  display  of  force. 

He  was  of  course  much  excited  at  first  after  his  arrival  on  board,  but 
iin  a  vei’y  short  time  afterwards  cooled  down,  and  when  he  left  my  ship 
was  exceedingly  amiable. 

There  were  two  passengers  on  board,  both  belonging  to  Chai’leston, 
S.  C. ,  D.  B.  Hewetson  and  a  Mr.  Lebby ;  the  latter,  I  have  since  learned 
from  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Lilia  (of  whom  I  took  6  on  board  this 
ship),  formerly  commanded  the  privateer  Sallie ,  and  who  was  doubtless 
the  real  captain  of  the  brig,  instead  of  Appleby,  the  nominal  master. 

I  deemed  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel  in  her  transit  to 
Boston  to  remove  that  number  of  her  crew  to  my  vessel,  as  the  number 
left  almost  equaled  the  number  of  men  I  was  enabled  to  place  on  board 
as  a  prize  crew. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Livingston  was  also  sent  to  assist  Master  Dur¬ 
ham  in  his  duties,  both  with  orders  to  l'eport  to  you  by  letter  on  their 
arrival  in  Boston. 

By  inadvertence  in  making  out  the  official  list  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  this  vessel,  the  name  of  D.  H.  Daniell,  acting  master’s  mate,  failed 
to  be  placed  on  the  list  as  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  prize  brig  Lilia 
whose  name  please  have  inserted  on  the  list  forwarded  to  vou  bv  Mr’ 
Durham.  J 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

rr  ~  TIT  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Budd, 
Fla  A  aV'lh  commandm9  U-  Magnolia,  to  proceed  to  Key  West, 

Navy  Department,  July  5,  186%. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U„S.  S.  Magnolia  is  in  all  respects  ready  for 
sea,  proceed  with  her  to  Key  W est  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Gardner 
or  the  senior  commanding  oflicer  present.  After  being  relieved  by 
Lieutenant  Spotts,  proceed  in  further  execution  of  the  order  addressed 
toy  oil  on  the  26th  instant. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia]  New  York. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Williamson ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  East 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  July  7,  1862. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Penguin ,  under  your  command,  is  ready 
tor  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
James  L.  Lardner  for  duty  in  the  Fastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  J.  C.  Williamson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin ,  New  York. 


Affair  of  the  British  steamer  Adela,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City ,  off  the  Bahama  Islands ,  July  7,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Key  West ,  July  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th  instant,  while  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville , 
[Acting  Volunteer]  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rogers,  which  vessel 
joined  me  only  a  couple  of  hours  previously  while  to  the  northward 
and  eastward  of  Great  Abaco  Island,  I  descried  a  steamer  close  in 
under  the  land,  evidently  endeavoring  to  evade  us  from  the  speed  she 
was  making.  I  signalized  to  the  Huntsville ,  “A  suspicious  sail  in 
sight,”  and  stood  to  the  southward  and  westward  so  as  to  cut  her  off 
as  she  attempted  to  cross  the  channel  en  route  to  Nassau,  New 
Providence. 

After  passing  the  Hole  in  the  Wall  to  the  southward  some  8  or  10 
miles,  I  hoisted  my  colors  and  fired  two  percussion  shell  across  the 
steamer’s  bow  and  two  under  her  stern,  to  which  she  paid  no  atten¬ 
tion,  but  continued  on  her  course  under  a  very  full  head  of  steam,  at 
times  gaining  so  rapidly  that  I  was  fearful  she  would  escape  from  her 
pursuers.  I  then  directed  a  fifth  shot  to  be  fired  from  the  pivot  gun 
directly  aimed  at  her,  which  evidently  made  a  lodgment  on  board,  for 
immediately  afterwards  she  rounded  to,  blew  off,  but  still  continued 
to  steam  on,  evidently  to  assist  her  boilers  by  also  working  it  off. 
Fearing  her  blowing  off  might  be  a  ruse  to  again  put  off,  I  fired  a 
sixth  shot  along  her  beam,  when  her  commander  had  the  discretion  to 
heave  to. 

In  a  short  time  afterwards  1  sent  an  armed  boat,  under  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Breese,  to  demand  the  appearance  of  the  master  of  the  iron 
steamer  Adela  (which  vessel  she  proved  to  be)  on  board  the  Quaker 
City  with  his  papers,  to  which  he  responded  he  “would  not  leave  his 
vessel  unless  by  force,”  to  which  Mr.  Breese  ultimately  resorted  by 
directing  the  crew  of  the  boat  to  come  on  deck  and,  if  necessary,  place 
him  in  my  boat.  Fie  then  yielded,  and  repaired  on  board  with  his 
papers,  where  I  detained  him  until  all  preparations  were  made  to  take 
possession  of  the  Adela ,  when  he  returned  to  her.  The  name  of  this 
person  is  James  Walker,  a  former  master  of  the  famous  steamer  Great 
Eastern. 
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The  fifth  shot,  I  afterwards  discovered,  had  taken  effect,  falling 
upon  his  quarter-deck  in  its  descent,  and  then  passing  on  through  his 
cabin  and  forward  through  an  iron  bulkhead,  expending  its  force 
against  the  shaft  of  the  starboard  wheelhouse  without  doing  any  other 
damage  to  the  steamer,  and  fortunately  not  injuring  any  individual  on 
board. 

A  prize  crew,  consisting  of  Lieutenant  Breese,  Acting  Master  s 
Mate  Charles  A.  Crawford,  Second  Assistant  Engineer  John  L.  Peake, 
and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  [John]  Tennant,  with  12  armed  men,  5 
firemen,  9  coal  heavers,  1  corporal  and  5  marines,  were  sent  on  board, 
and  from  her  I  took  1  assistant  engineer  and  10  firemen  on  board  my 
ship  to  ensure  greater  safety  in  her  transit  to  Key  W est. 

The  Adela  had  a  crew  of  32  men,  and  is  a  fast  steamer  of  upward 
of  300  tons;  but  having  onty  20  tons  of  fuel  on  board,  it  became  neces¬ 
sary  to  send  her  in,  in  tow  of  this  vessel. 

Her  manifest  shows  her  to  have  only  a  cargo  consisting  of  53  pack¬ 
ages  of  merchandise. 

Accompanying  be  pleased  to  find  an  official  list  of  the  officers  and 
crew  attached  to  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  capture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  the  commanding  officer 

of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  this  a  letter  from  Commander 
Hewett,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo ,  referring  to  the  capture  of  the  British 
steamer  Adela  and  to  the  mail  found  on  board  of  that  vessel,  with  my 
reply. 

Commander  Ronckendorff,  of  this  ship,  has  been  informed  by  Judge 
Marvin,  of  the  United  States  district  court,  that  there  would  be  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  giving  up  any  letters  not  relating  to  the  ship  or  cargo  upon 
application  being  made  to  the  court. 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo ,  from  New  Orleans,  Petrel ,  from  Nassau,  and 
Landrail,  from  New  Orleans,  have  visited  this  port  during  the  last  few 
days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo  to  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  U.  S. 
Navy,  protesting  against  the  opening  of  the  captured  mail  matter. 

H.  B.  M.  Steam  Sloop  Rinaldo, 

Key  West ,  July  18,  1863. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  the  British  steamer  Adela  has  been  seized 
as  a  prize  by  the  United  States  steamers  Quaker  City  and  Huntsville , 
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she  being  bound  at  the  time  from  one  British  port  to  another,  and  was 
also  carrying  a  British  mail  from  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  postmasters 
at  Liverpool  and  Bermuda  and  addressed  to  her  Britannic  Majesty’s 
postmaster  at  Nassau. 

That  she  is  to  be  tried  in  the  prize  court  here  (Key  W est)  as  a  prize 
of  war,  where  those  mails  will  be  liable  to  be  opened  and  examined,  and 
also  the  dispatches  from  the  British  admiral  to  H.  B.  M.  S.  Greyhound 
at  Nassau,  which  I  understand  are  in  one  of  those  bags. 

I  beg  to  protest  in  the  most  formal  manner  against  any  of  the  seals 
of  these  mails  being  violated. 

A  copy  of  this  protest  I  shall  transmit  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne, 
my  commander  in  chief. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  W.  Hewett, 
Commander  II.  B.  M.  S.  Itinaldo. 

Flag-Officer  Lardner, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  Key  West. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  R.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  S. 

Itinaldo,  advising  an  application  to  the  admiralty  court  regarding  mail  matter. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  19 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date, 
and  I  will  take  great  pleasure  in  sending  it  by  the  first  mail  to  the  hon¬ 
orable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  Adela  was  captured  by  U.  S. 
steamers  Quaker  City  and  Huntsville  and  brought  into  this  port  for 
adjudication.  She  has  been  reported  to  the  proper  law  officers  of  the 
court  and  the  papers  of  the  vessel  and  the  letters  found  on  board,  in 
what  I  have  heard  appears  to  be  the  ship’s  letter  bag,  sealed  and 
addressed  to  the  post-office  in  Nassau,  have  been  delivered  to  the  judge 
or  prize  commissioner. 

I  suppose  that  regular  prize  proceedings  have  been  or  soon  will  be 
instituted  against  the  vessel  and  cargo.  The  whole  subject  is  therefore 
out  of  my  hands  and  under  the  control  of  the  admiralty  court.  With¬ 
out  being  informed  on  the  subject,  I  should  think  that  an  application 
made  by  yourself  or  by  the  captain  of  the  Adela  to  the  judge,  he  might, 
perhaps,  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  deliver  to  you  or  to  him  any  letters 
or  dispatches  found  on  board  for  the  Greyhound ,  should  there  be  any, 
or  any  other  letters  not  relating  to  the  ship  or  cargo,  but  I  am  not 
advised  on  this  point. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  Hewlett, 

II.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo ,  Key  West. 


Letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Petrel  to  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  U.  S. 

Navy,  protesting  against  the  seizure. 

H.  M.  S.  Petrel, 

Key  West ,  July  21,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  my  duty  to  complain  to  you  of  a  most  unwarrantable 
attack  made  by  one  of  the  United  States  cruisers,  named  the  Quaker 
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City ,  on  an  unarmed  British  ship,  named  the  Adda ,  of  Belfast,  while 
peaceably  pursuing  her  course  between  Bermuda  and  Nassau. 

It  appears  that  the  Adela  left  Bermuda  for  Nassau  on  the  4th  of 
July.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  while  within  a  marine  league  of 
British  territory,  she  was  most  outrageously  attacked  by  a  steamer  tir¬ 
ing  shell  into  her  without  showing  any  colors  till  the  second  shell  had 
been  tired,  and  then  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  hoisted.  Up  to 
that  time  the  captain  of  the  Adda  naturally  concluded  he  was  being- 
chased  by  a  vessel  bent  on  plunder  but  having  no  nationalhy. 

After  the  United  States  flag  was  hoisted  three  more  shells  were  fired 
in  quick  succession  at  the  Adda.  She  was  struck  and  much  injured, 
though  fortunately  murder  was  not  committed.  The  Adela  was  stopped 
and  boarded  by  an  officer  of  the  Quaker  City ,  the  captain  was  forcibly 
dragged  out  of  his  ship,  and  the  ship  was  seized  within  2  miles  of 
Abaco. 

To  request  you  to  restore  the  ship,  I  know  from  the  communication 
I  had  with  you  yesterday,  would  be  useless,  as  she  is  out  of  your  hands 
and  in  the  vice-admiralty  court  for  adjudication.  In  calling  your 
attention  to  the  facts— first,  that  the  Quaker  City  chased  an  English 
ship  and  fired  fuze  shell  at  her  with  murderous  intent;  second,  never 
firing  a  blank  gun  or  hoisting  her  colors  as  a  signal  for  the  Adela  to 
stop;  and  third,  most  illegally  detaining  her  in  British  waters  and 
towing  her  to  Key  West — I  am  convinced  you  will  give  such  orders  as 
will  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  acts  in  future. 


There  are  several  of  your  cruisers  off  Abaco,  and  I  can  answer  for 
it  that  colors  will  always  be  hoisted  and  the  ship  stopped  if  the  same 
courtesies  are  shown  to  British  ships  which  are  at  all  times  accorded 
to  Americans  by  English  men-of-war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Watson, 

*  Commanded'. 

Ilag-Oftcer  [J.]  L.  Lardner, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  /Squadron,  etc.,  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  Key  West. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  S. 

Petrel. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date 
and  in  answer  thereto,  can  only  inform  you  that  the  Adela  was  captured 
by  the  Quaker  City  and  brought  into  this  port  for  adjudication  and 
her  case  is  now  pending  before  the  admiralty  court  in  Key  West. 

1  understand  that  that  court  has  the  same  full  and  ample  jurisdic¬ 
tion  that  the  high  court  of  admiralty  of  England  possesses  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  prize  proceedings,  to  condemn,  or  restore  the  property  to 
assess  and  award  damages  for  the  capture,  and  to  punish  the  captors 
tor  any  irregularities  or  misconduct.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  court 
will  hear  both  sides,  and  will  patiently  investigate  anv  complaints  that 
may  be  made  against  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  Quaker 
City,  and  decide  according  to  law.  If  the  captain  of  the  Adela  or  the 
owners  of  the  property  should  be  dissatisfied,  they  are  entitled  to 
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appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  sittingr  at  Wash¬ 
ington. 

If  the  statements  contained  in  your  letter  should  turn  out  to  be  true 
on  an  investigation  in  court,  I  have  no  doubt  the  court  will  restore  the 
Adela  with  damages,  but  whether  true  or  not  can  not  be  known  until 
both  sides  have  been  heard.  You  have,  probably,  heard  but  one  side. 
The  indignation  expressed  in  your  letter  seems  to  me  to  be  uncalled 
for.  No  nation  has  been  so  much  at  war  and  made  so  many  captures 
as  the  British.  Her  admiralty  courts  have  made  the  law  for  the  sea. 
The  American  courts  follow  their  decisions.  The  case  of  the  Adela 
will  be  determined,  therefore,  by  British  law  as  well  as  American. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  G.  W.  Watson, 

II.  Ij.  M.  S.  Petrel ,  Key  West. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Frailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding-  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Off  Navy  Yard ,  Philadelphia ,  August  18 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  16th  instant,  accompanied  by  one  from  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date  August  8,  requesting  additional 
information  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  steamer  Adela  by 
the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City  while  under  my  command. 

I  would  respectfully  enter  this  my  protest  and  positive  denial  to 
the  charge  of  my  having  fired  at  the  Adela  within  2i  miles  of  the 
coast  and  near  the  British  island  of  Abaco,  and  without  showing  any 
colors,  and  which  is  further  proved  by  the  accompanying  copies  of 
letters,  the  originals  of  which  were  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before 
the  prize  commissioner,  George  D.  Allen,  of  Key  West.  Her  seizure 
was  made  by  me  on  the  grounds  of  having  received  official  information 
from  Flag-Officers  McKean  and  Lardner  that  a  vessel  of  her  descrip¬ 
tion  and  name  had  sailed  from  Europe,  having  on  board  a  cargo  of 
contraband  goods  of  war  evidently  intended  for  the  South,  among 
which  were  65  cases  of  shell  and  4  cases  cannon;  and  the  evident 
attempt  made  by  her  master  to  escape  from  me  while  in  chase  gave  me 
additional  reasons  to  suspect  her  character  and  determined  me  to 
seize  her.  I  did  not  examine  her  hold,  being  under  the  impression  at 
that  time  that  I  had  no  authority  to  open  her  hatches,  but  having  a 
suspicion  of  her  character  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  send  her  into  port 
and  hand  her  over  to  judicial  authority  for  examination. 

1  have  no  knowledge  of  the  conversation  alleged  to  have  taken  place 
between  Captain  Hewett,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Rmaldo ,  and  the  flag-officer, 
never  having  seen  the  former  officer. 

The  Adela ,  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the  Quaker  City,  had  on 
board  two  canvas  bags  said  to  contain  mail  matter  for  Nassau,  which, 
m  connection  with  other  papers  found  on  board,  were  taken  charge  of 
by  me,  and  on  my  arrival  in  Key  W  est  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
judge  of  the  district  court  by  Prize  Master  S.  L.  Breese.  I  made  no 
claim  for  their  possession  other  than  a  necessity  existing  by  my 
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instructions  to  obtain  all  papers  in  writing  found  on  board,  and  on  the 
arrival  of  the  prize  in  port  to  deliver  such  to  the  district  judge. 

I  trust  the  above  statement  will  prove  satisfactory,  and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C 

[Enclosures.] 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  do  sol¬ 
emnly  declare  that  while  chasing  an  English  steamer  on  the  forenoon 
of  July  7,  1862,  while  in  Providence  Channel  and  distant  from  the 
land  at  least  5  or  6  miles,  were  warned  to  heave  to  by  the  firing  from 
this  ship  of  20-pound  shell  across  the  steamer’s  bow,  and  at  which  time 
said  steamer  Quaker  City  was  flying  the  American  ensign  at  her  peak. 
The  firing  of  said  shell  not  producing  the  effect  desired  in  heaving  her 
to,  a  second  was  again  fired  in  the  same  direction,  yet  the  steamer 
proceeded  on  her  course,  evidently  making  every  exertion  to  avoid  us, 
when  a  third  and  fourth  were  fired  across  her  stern.  These  not  pro¬ 
ducing  the  effect  desired,  a  fifth  shell  was  directed  by  Commander 
Frailey  to  be  fired  directly  at  her,  which  apparently  struck  her,  as  in 
a  minute  or  two  afterwards  the  steamer  wore  partially  round  and 
commenced  blowing  off  steam,  lessening  her  speed,  but  still  retaining 
considerable  way  as  if  to  avoid  us,  when  a  sixth  shell  was  fired  along 
her  port  beam,  which  caused  her  to  heave  to  and  await  our  approach. 
A  boat  was  then  sent  from  this  ship,  and  the  master  of  the  Adda 
brought  on  board  with  his  papers.  During  the  whole  of  this  period 
the  American  ensign  was  displayed  at  our  peak,  and  at  the  time  of 
boarding  said  steamer  Adda,  both  ships  were  distant  from  the  land  at 
least  10  miles.  A  certificate  of  similar  import  was  sworn  to  before 
- Allen>  Prize  commissioner,  Key  West,  by  Lieutenant 

8.  L.  Breese,  Acting  Master  H.  S.  Blanchard,  and  Commander’s  Clerk 
Cornn  F.  Smith,  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1862. 

S.  Livingston  Breese, 

Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navu. 

H.  J.  Bullay, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 

H.  S.  Blanchard, 

Acting  Master. 

Corrin  F.  Smith, 

Commander’s  Clerk. 


I,  the  undersigned,  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  do  sol- 
emnly  declare  that  while  chasing  an  English  steamer,  on  the  forenoon 
ot  July  7,  1862,  while  in  Providence  Channel,  and  distant  from  the 
land  at  least  5  or  6  miles,  was  warned  to  heave  to  by  the  firing  from 
this  ship  of  a  20-pound  shell  across  the  steamer’s  bow,  and  at  which 
time  1  believe  the  American  ensign  was  flying  at  the  peak,  as  I  pre¬ 
viously  heard  Commander  Frailey  give  the  order  to  the  quartermaster 
to  hoist  it.  The  firing  of  said  shell  not  producing  the  effect  desired 
in  heaving  the  steamer  to,  a  second  was  again  fired  in  the  same  direc¬ 
tion  yet  the  steamer  proceeded  on  her  course,  evidently  making  everv 
exertion  to  avoid  us,  when  a  third  and  fourth  were  fired  across  her 
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stern.  I  distinctly  heard  Lieutenant  Breese  ask  Commander  Frailey 
to  tire  the  third  and  fourth  shells  directly  at  the  steamer,  as  “she  was 
getting  away  from  us.”  Commander  Frailey  replied  “there  was  time 
enough  yet,”  and  the  order  was  not  given  until  the  fourth  shot  or  shell 
had  been  tired  under  her  stern. 

I  was  stationed  at  the  time  at  the  bell  pull,  where  I  remained  during 
the  time  of  chase,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  commanding  and  executive 
officers,  and  heard  all  orders  that  were  given  at  that  time  by  them  and 
during  the  exciting  chase. 

At  the  time  the  Adela  hove  to  and  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  this 
ship  she  was  distant  from  the  land  10  or  12  miles. 

John  Tennant, 

[Acting]  Third  Assistant  Engineer. 


Additional  statement  of  Commodore  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  British  mails. 

Philadelphia,  May  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  by  your  direction,  a  brief  statement 
relative  to  the  mails  of  the  English  steamer  Adela,  with  a  copy  of  a 
letter  *  from  the  commander  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Petrel,  complaining  of  the 
capture  of  that  ship,  and  my  reply,  f  . 

Great  exertions  were  made  by  the  British  authorities  in  the  West 
Indies  to  obtain  the  mails  found  in  the  Adela.  Two  ships  of  war,  the 
Rinaldo  and  Petrel,  were  sent  to  Key  West  for  that  purpose.  .  Their 
commanders  were  not  satisfied  with  an  intimation  that  they  might  be 
delivered  to  them,  with  the  exception  of  such  papers  as  related  to  the 

ship  and  cargo.  .  .  , 

During  the  night  subsequent  to  an  examination  of  the  captain  ana 
officers  by  the  prize  commissioner,  the  United  States  court-house  at 
Key  West  was  entered  by  the  captain  of  the  Adela,  and  the  mail  in 
question  abstracted  (in  an  unbroken  parcel)  and  destroyed  by  him. 

These  facts  were  ascertained  by  the  district  attorney  of  Key  West, 
from  an  accomplice,  who  was  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  ship. 

It  is,  perhaps,  needless  to  add  that  the  complaints  against  the  captors 
were  not  proven  in  court.  The  ship  was  condemned,  and  is  now  being 

fitted  for  the  naval  service. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commodore,  D.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  at  Key  West,  requesting 
information  regarding  the  abstraction  of  the  mail. 

Navy  Department,  May  27,  1863. 

Sir:  In  a  communication  made  to  this  Department  by  Commodore 
Lardner,  on  the  23d  instant,  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Adela,  he  says. 

Durine  the  night  subsequent  to  an  examination  of  the  captain  and  officers  by  the 
nrize  commissSrs'the  U.  S.  court-house  at  Key  West  was  entered  by  the  captain 
of  the  Adela  and  the  mail  in  question  abstracted  (in  an  unbroken  parcel)  and 

destroyed  by  him.  _ _ _ 


*See  letter  Watson  to  Lardner,  July  21,  1862. 
f  See  letter  Lardner  to  Watson,  July  22,  1862. 
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I  learn  from  Commodore  Lardner,  with  whom  I  have  had  a  personal 
interview,  that  you  have  a  deposition  or  statement  from  the  engineer 
or  some  other  officer  of  the  Adela ,  disclosing  who  the  parties  were  that 
entered  the  court-house  and  abstracted  the  mail.  Will  you  please 
forward  to  this  Department  a  copy  of  the  document  referred  to  and 
any  other  facts  connected  with  the  mail  of  the  Adela ,  whether  it  was 
opened,  or  whether  the  court  had  any  doubt  of  its  authority  to  open 
that  or  any  other  mail  found  on  board  a  captured  vessel. 

I  will  also  thank  you  to  inform  me  if  any  mails  have  been  found  on 
board  of  captured  vessels  brought  into  Key  West  for  adjudication, 
whether  they  were  examined,  or  whether  any  opposition  was  made  to 
their  examination,  or  to  the  right  of  the  court  to  examine  them. 

Very  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Thos.  J.  Boynton,  Esq., 

TJ.  S.  District  Attorney ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Letter  from  L.  H>  liger,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States,  trans¬ 
mitting  correspondence. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  August  15,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  last  on  the  2d  instant,  in  original  and 
duplicate,  per  steamers  Columbia  and  Kate. 

I  transmit  herewith  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  Captain 
Matson  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Petrel  and  the  authorities  at  Key  West  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Adela.  You  will  find  it  quite  inter¬ 
esting.  Of  course  it  must  not  be  made  public  or  get  into  the  papers. 
It  was  forwarded  to  Admiral  Milne  on  the  29th  ultimo. 

.  ^ou  Wl11  als°  find  enclosed  the  decree  of  the  vice-admiralty  court 
in  the  case  of  the  Oreto.  I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv 
in  regard  to  her  movements.  J 

Mr.  G.  Legendre,  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Europe,  proceeds  bv 
Mi-S  Mison  anC6  t0  ^ie  Confederacy.  He  brought  me  a  letter  from 

You  wili  oblige  me  by  forwarding  the  enclosure  to  Governor  Moore 
and  filling  up  the  address. 

Our  old  friend  Mr.  Robert  McDowell,  of  New  Orleans,  is  here  in 
charge  of  a  large  venture  for  the  Confederate  States.  The  steamer 
bcotia,  belonging  to  the  same  interest,  will  leave  on  the  18th  with  a 
cargo  of  powder  and  rifles. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  L'  Heteiger* 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

•  [Enclosures.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Petrel, 

q  Key  West ,  July  21,  1862. 

fere:  A  mail  bag  and  a  packet  of  letters  sealed  by  H.  B.  M  uost- 
masters  at  Liverpool  and-  Bermuda,  and  addressed  to  the  postmaster 

H^SinUB^itLbg  T1'  m-°St  llle8’nlly  taken  out  of  the  British  ship 
Adda  in  Bntish  waters,  i.  e.,  within  a  marine  league  of  Abaco  I 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


281 


have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  restore  the  bag  and  packet  forth¬ 
with,  so  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  convey  them  to  Nassau  where  the 
Adela  was  taking  them  when  attacked  and  fired  into  by  the  U.  S. 
cruiser  Quaker  City. 

There  are  dispatches  for  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Nassau  from  the 
British  admiral  and  other  letters  which  prove  clearly  that  the  Adela 
was  bound  from  one  British  port  to  another  and  has  been  detained 
through  some  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  captain  of  the  Quaker 
City.  I  am  convinced  you  will  at  once  see  the  justice  of  my  requisi¬ 
tion  and  treat  it  with  the  same  consideration  that  would  under  similar 
circumstances  be  shown  to  an  American  naval  officer  who  would  have 
the  bags  at  once  restored  with  the  seals  unbroken. 

I  have,  etc., 

G.  W.  Watson, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Wm.  Marvin, 

Judge  of  TJ.  S.  District  Court ,  Key  West. 


Key  West,  July  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterday’s  date  in  relation  to  the  package  and 
letter  bag  found  on  board  the  Adela  was  referred  by  me  to  the  district 
attorney  to  whose  office  it  more  particularly  belongs.  It  may  not, 
however,  be  amiss  for  me  to  say  that,  although  the  package  and  bag 
can  not  be  delivered  to  you  unopened  because  both  parties,  the  cap¬ 
tured  and  the  captors,  are  interested  in  the  letters  and  documents  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  contained  therein  as  evidence,  either  for  the  acquittal  or 
condemnation  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  yet  still  I  can  see  no  objection 
to  delivering  to  you  every  letter  or  dispatch  which  upon  examination 
shall  appear  to  contain  no  evidence  for  or  against  the  Adela ,  to  be  by 
you  conveyed  to  Nassau  for  the  accommodation  or  satisfaction  of  the 
writers  or  persons  to  whom  they  may  be  addressed. 

If  you  will  consent  to  take  such  letters  I  will  give  an  order  that  the 
examination  and  selection  be  had  without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

I  have,  etc., 

Wm.  Marvin. 

Commander  G.  W.  Watson, 

II.  B.  AI.  S.  Petrel ,  Key  West. 


H.  B.  M.  S.  Petrel, 

Key  West ,  July  23, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday’s  date,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  my  request  has  been 
referred  to  the  district  attorney,  to  whose  office  it  more  particularly 
belongs.  You  are  good  enough  to  inform  me  “that  although  the 
package  and  bag  can  not  be  delivered  to  you  unopened  because  both 
parties,  the  captured  and  the  captors,  are  interested  in  the  letters  and 
documents  supposed  to  be  contained  therein  as  evidence  either  for  the 
acquittal  or  condemnation  of  the  vessel  or  cargo,  yet  still  I  can  see  no 
objection  to  delivering  to  you  any  letter  or  dispatch  which  upon  exam¬ 
ination  shall  appear  to  contain  no  evidence  for  or  against  the  Adela.” 

While  thanking  you  for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  you  make 
the  above  offer,  1  must  express  my  surprise  that  the  mail  bag  and 
package  of  letters  from  Bermuda  and  Liverpool  for  Nassau  should  be 
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detained  a  moment  after  it  is  shown  that  they  are  her  Majesty’s  mail 
bags  en  route  from  one  British  port  to  another,  having  nothing  what¬ 
ever  to  do  with  the  master  or  owners  of  the  Adela. 

The  master  of  the  Adela  was  ordered  under  a  heavy  penalty  to 
safely  deliver  the  mails  entrusted  to  his  charge. 

I  protest  in  the  most  formal  manner  to  the  further  delay  of  her  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majesty’s  mails,  for  the  delivery  of  which  her  Majesty’s  ship 
under  my  command  is  now  delayed  in  the  port  of  Key  W est. 

I  further  protest  against  the  seals  of  the  package  and  bag  being 
violated,  which  bear  the  official  stamp  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  post¬ 
masters  of  Liverpool  and  Bermuda. 

I  protest  also  against  the  detention  of  the  British  steamer  Adela , 
unlawfully  captured  in  British  waters  and  while  pursuing  her  course 
between  the  ports  of  Bermuda  and  Nassau. 

Trusting  you  will,  on  reconsideration  of  the  question  whether  the 
mails  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  their  destination  or  not,  see  the 
injustice  of  their  further  detention, 

I  have,  etc. . 


Hon.  W.  Marvin, 

Judge  of  the  TJ.  S.  District 


G.  W.  Watson, 

Commander. 


Courts  Key  West. 


British  Steamer  Adela1, 

Key  West ,  July  HI.  1862. 

My  Lord:  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  lay  before  you  my  case  as 
relates  to  the  steam  vessel  under  my  command. 

On  the  7th  instant,  when  otf  Abaco  lig*ht-house  about  2^  miles,  in 
New  Providence  Channel,  then  proceeding  on  a  lawful  voyage  to  the 
port  of  Nassau  (the  last  port  of  clearance  being  Bermuda),  I  was  tired 
into  by  a  steam  vessel  showing  no  colors,  with  shell,  and  after  the  first 
gun  she  showed  American  colors.  The  fifth  shell  struck  the  Adela  on 
the  starboard  side,  penetrated  the  upper  deck,  and  did  considerable 
damage. 

I  also  beg'  to  state  that  I  had  at  that  time  on  board  mails  from 
Liverpool  and  Bermuda  for  the  port  of  Nassau.  I  beg  further  to 
state  that  the  said  steamer  Adela  was  then  in  navigable  British  waters 
(English  colors  flying),  from  whence  I  was  forcibly  taken  on  board 
as  proved  to  be,  the  t  ederal  vessel  of  war  Quaker  City ,  and  by  her 
the  Adela  wrs  towed,  into  the  port  of  Ivey  AVest?  where  I  now  nni 
before  what  is  called  an  admiralty  court. 

I  would  most  respectfully  bring  to  your  lordship’s  notice  the  fact 
that  there  does  not  exist  in  any  form  a  resident  representative  of  her 
Majesty’s  Government  of  whom  I  could  obtain  legal  or  other  advice. 

I  have  laid  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  Quaker  City 
copies  of  which  I  shall  respectfully  forward  on  receipt  of  authentic 
copies  from  the  court  of  this  place  by  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  shm  of 
war  Detrel.  1 

I  have  the  honor  to  [be],  my  lord,  your  lordship’s  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  Walker, 

Cajptain. 


His  Excellency  Lord  Lyons,  G.  C.  B.,  etc. 
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U.  S.  District  Attorney’s  Office, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  July  22,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Hon.  William  Marvin,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  this  district,  has  referred  to  me  your  note  of  the  21st 
instant,  addressed  to  him  relating  to  the  British  steamer  Adela ,  lately 
captured  and  sent  into  this  port  for  adjudication  as  prize. 

You  state  that  a  mail  bag  and  packet  of  letters,  sealed  by  her  Britan¬ 
nic  Majesty’s  postmasters  at  Liverpool  and  Bermuda,  are  on  board  the 
Adela ,  also  that  there  are  dispatches  for  the  senior  naval  officer  at 
Nassau  from  the  British  admiral  and  other  letters  which  clearly  prove 
the  Adela  was  bound  from  one  English  port  to  another. 

To  your  request  that  the  letter  bags  be  restored  to  you  with  the 
seals  unbroken,  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  that  the  Adela  having  been 
reported  as  a  prize  it  will  be  impossible  to  depart  from  the  regular 
course  of  prize  proceedings  in  her  case.  All  possible  delicacy  will  be 
observed  in  regard  to  packages  which  shall  appear  to  be  papers  in 
which  the  British  Government  have  an  interest.  You  are  surely 
aware  that  the  letters,  documents,  papers,  etc.,  found  on  board  a 
prize  vessel,  together  with  the  depositions  of  the  persons  on  board  at 
the  time  of  capture,  make  up  the  evidence  on  which  the  case  is  in  the 
first  instance  to  be  heard  and  determined.  If  the  other  letters  prove 
clearly  that  the  Adela  is  innocent  of  any  breach  of  belligerent  rights, 
then  her  absent  owners  might,  it  seems  to  me,  justly  accuse  the  fair¬ 
ness  of  the  court,  if  those  letters  were  permitted  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  court,  and  the  evidence  contained  in  them  suppressed  without  their 
consent. 

Fair  dealing  toward  the  parties  in  interest  adverse  to  the  captors 
must  prevent  the  making  away  with  any  writings  proper  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  and  examined  as  evidence  in  the  cause. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  captors  have  a  similar 
interest  in  the  papers  found  on  board  to  prove  the  rightfulness  of  the 
capture  and  the  unlawful  nature  of  the  voyage  on  which  the  Adela 
was  seized.  Both  parties  have  a  right  to  demand  that  the  writings  be 
produced,  and  either  may  complain  if  they  are  suppressed. 

I  can  easily  conceive  how  unpleasant  must  be  the  delay  in  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  the  dispatches  of  the  British  admiral.  If  you  desire  to  have 
possession  of  these  dispatches  at  once,  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in 
moving  the  court  for  an  order  to  have  the  bags  opened  immediately, 
before  the  examination  of  witnesses  is  concluded.  I  am  confident  I 
can  procure  such  an  order.  You  will  confer  a  favor  by  being  present 
at  the  examination,  and  any  packages  which  can  be  certainly  identified 
as  containing  nothing  but  dispatches  for  the  British  admiral  will  be 
cheerfully  delivered  up  to  you. 

[T.  J.  Boynton, 

U.  S.  Attorney.] 

Commander  G.  W.  Watson. 


H.  M.  S.  Petrel,  July  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday’s  date,  and  regret  to  hear  from  a  gentleman  of  such  known 
experience  and  integrity  that  her  Britannic  Majesty  s  mails  aie  still 
detained. 
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In  your  communication  you  state  as  a  reason  for  your  noncompli¬ 
ance  with  my  request  for  the  delivery  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  mails 
seized  in  the  British  steamer  Adela ,  that  the  Adela  having  been 
reported  as  a  prize,  proceedings  in  her  case  must  follow  the  regular 
course,  and  further  in  the  same  connection  you  state  you  are  surely 
aware  that  the  letters,  documents,  papers,  etcl,  found  on  board  a  prize 
vessel,  together  with  the  depositions  of  the  persons  on  board  at  the 
time  of  capture,  make  up  the  evidence  on  which  the  case  in  the  first 
instance  is  to  [be]  heard  and  determined. 

Were  not  the  occasion  and  the  nature  of  the  request  made  in  my 
note  of  the  21st  instant  such  as  to  exact  and  demand  candor,  I  should 
find  it  extremely  difficult  to  realize  that  your  statements  above  set 
forth  are  considered  by  you  just,  reasonable— just  grounds  for  deten¬ 
tion  of  her  Majesty’s  mails  and  for  your  refusal  to  complv  with  my 
request. 

Allow  me  in  reply  to  state  that  I  do  not  consider  the  reasons 
referred  to  as  the  least  possible  justification  for  the  refusal  of  my 
request  and  the  detention  of  the  mails. 


.  You  state  that  the  Adela  has  been  reported  as  a  prize,  and  that  it  is 
impossible  to  depart  from  the  regular  course  of  prize  proceedings.  In 
case  of  the  Adela  there  exists  no  power  in  court  nor  in  any  of  its 
offacers  to  prevent  the  delay,  damage,  and  injury  that  must  inevitably 
result  if  the  Adela  must,  as  a  matter  of  form,  await  the  adjudication 
by  its  regular  proceedings  and  delays.  In  other  words,  even  if  the 
conceded  and  notorious  facts  connected  with  the  capture  of  this  vessel 
are  such  as  to  show  the  capture  of  the  vessel  to  have  been  an  outrao-e 
and  unjustifiable  infringement  on  the  neutral  rights  of  England,  you 
as  government  counsel,  are  even  in  that  case  still  compelled  to  exhibit 
and  file  a  libel  against  the  vessel  and  urge  her  condemnation,  -when  the 
only  result  that  could  be  hoped  for  or  expected  by  you  or  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  states  would  be  delay  and  damage  to  the  vessel 
her  owners,  and  those  interested  in  her  freight  and  voyage.  This  may 
be  true,  but  you  will  pardon  me  for  saying  that  it  is  at  least  strange: 
but  assuming  that  you  are  correct  m  your  statement  and  that  “it  is 
impossible  to  depart  from  the  regular  course  of  prize  proceeding’s  ”  it 
is  still  impossible  to  understand  how  the  United  States  Government  or 
courts  acquire  the  right  to  take  possession  or  detain  and  control  her 
Majesty  s  mail  in  the  regular  course  of  prize  proceedings  or  how  the 
light  to  detain  an  English  vessel  for  adjudication  involves  the  right 
to  detain  her  Majesty’s  mails,  still  less  to  break  the  Government  seals 
on  the  bags  and  packages  and  open  all  the  letters  contained  in  them 

template01'  eViaence  to  be  U8ed  ln  tbe  adjudication  as  you  seem  to  con- 

You  claim  the  right  to  thus  desecrate  the  mails  of  a  neutral  nation 
as  }  ou  state  in  your  note,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  a  power  existino-  in 
couits,  as  you  a  so  further  state  “you  are  surely  aware  that  the  letters 

evidence^etcd^  Pap6rS’  6tC'’  f°Und  °n  b°ard  a  prize  vessel  ar® 

It  seems  almost  incredible  that  such  power  and  control  over  the 
aS  unwarranted!  P°Wer  Sh°UM  ^  assUmed  011  Sounds  so  untenable 

lam  not  aware,  as  you  state  I  must  surely  be,  that  any  such  con- 
sti  uction  as  you  claim  can  be  given  to  the  law  or  the  powers  of  any 
civilized  pnze  court.  The  depositions  of  the  persons  found  on  board 
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a  vessel  when  captured,  also  the  letters,  etc.,  found  on  board  may  be 
used  by  the  captors  as  evidence  in  the  adjudication  upon  the  question 
of  prize  or  no  prize,  but  the  letters  which  the  captors  may  so  use  can 
in  no  case  be  construed  to  be  other  than  the  letters  which  are  found  in 
possession  of  the  captured  or  among-  the  papers  of  those  on  board,  and 
which  thereby  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  relate  to  the  vessel  or 
her  cargo,  but  it  is  nothing  short  of  absurdity  to  suppose  a  captor’s 
right  to  the  papers,  letters,  etc.,  included  in  the  Government  mails 
found  on  board  a  neutral  ship,  and  that  they  have  a  right  to  break 
Government  seals  on  the  packages  and  the  private  seals  of  letters,  and 
so  change  the  destination  of  such  letters  that  they  are  to  be  opened 
and  deposited  to  remain  on  the  files  of  the  court  instead  of  reaching 
the  individuals  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  and  to  whom  the  public 
faith  of  England  was  pledged  “they  shall  be  delivered  the  moment 
they  are  received  in  her  post-offices  and  dispatched  in  her  mails.” 

If  your  position  be  correct  and  an  American  cruiser  were  for  some 
pretended  reason  to  capture  an  English  mail  steamer  from  Liverpool 
to  New  York,  the  United  States  Government,  through  her  prize 
courts,  might  claim  and  possess  the  right  to  stop,  open,  and  read  all 
private  Government  dispatches  sent  by  the  nations  of  Europe  to  their 
representatives  in  the  United  States,  which  dispatches  happened  to  bo 
sent  through  the  English  mail  without  regard  to  the  legality  of  the 
capture.  I  have  been  thus  elaborate  in  my  communications  as  I  feel 
convinced  that  my  commander  in  chief  will  expect  of  me  that  I  shall 
use  my  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  release  of  the  mails  committed 
to  the" charge  of  the  Adela ,  and  which,  through  some  great  misappre¬ 
hension,  have  been  detained  and  are  still  detained  at  Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc.,  yours,  etc. 

G.  W.  Watson. 

Hon.  T.  J.  Boynton, 

United  States  District  Attorney ,  Key  West. 


U.  S.  District  Attorney’s  Office, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  July  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day’s  date  relating  to  letters  found  on  the  British  steamer  Adela. 
I  have  the  misfortune  still  to  differ  with  your  views  both  of  propriety 
and  law,  touching  the  matter  in  question.  To  avoid  misapprehension 
of  facts  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  the  two  packages  to  which 
you  give  the  designation  of  her  Majesty’s  mails  are  one  of  them  a 
small  bag  resembling  a  common  ship’s  bag  with  a  string  tied  round 
its  mouth  and  sealed  with  wax.  The  other,  a  bundle  in  paper  envel¬ 
ope  likewise  sealed  with  wax;  neither  package  is  in  a  locked  bag.  It 
seems  to  me  this  is  a  somewhat  loose  and  informal  way  of  sending  out 
her  Majesty’s  mails,  and  that  it  suggests  the  question  whether  such 
packages  are  entitled  to  that  designation.  But  however  that  may  be, 
if  such  packages  are  entitled  to  the  immunity  from  examination  that 
you  seem  to  suppose,  it  would  be  the  simplest  thing  in  the  world  for 
the  getters-up  of  an  illegal  voyage  to  put  the  correspondence,  invoices, 
and  papers,  showing  the  actual  facts  in  the  case,  in  every  instance 
under  an  impenetrable  and  inviolable  shield  by  dropping  them 


286 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


into  the  post-office  on  the  day  that  a  mail  was  to  be  made  up  to  be 
carried  in  their  own  vessel.  However,  I  am  not  acting  in  a  diplomatic 
capacity  and  must  decline  further  to  argue  the  points  involved.  If 
you  desire  to  take  dispatches,  letters,  etc.,  to  Nassau,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  move  the  court  to  open  the  packages  at  once.  I  doubt  not  on  such 
application  that  you  would  be  permitted  to  take  not  only  the  British 
admiral’s  dispatches  but  all  letters  not  in  any  way  pertaining  to  the 
question  of  prize  or  no  prize  in  the  case  of  the  Adda.  On  yourself, 
seems  to  me,  rests  the  responsibility  of  inconveniencing  the  residents 
of  Nassau  by  delaying  the  delivery  of  their  letters. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

T.  J.  Boynton, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 

Commander  G.  W.  Watson, 

II.  M.  S.  Petrel. 

******* 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Lardner ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  issued 
relati/oe  to  approaching  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  9,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
June  10,  directing .  me  to  “impress  upon  commanding  officers  the 
necessity  of  respecting  the  territorial  sovereignty  of  Spain,”  and  “not 
chase,  fire  upon,  board,  or  seize  vessels  within  territorial  waters  of 
Cuba.” 

I  beg  to  state  that  the  officers  have  been  instructed  not  to  approach 
the  island  within  a  marine  league;  the  caution  shall  be  repeated  in  the 
words  of  the  Department’s  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Gardner, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  /Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  lardner,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  instruc¬ 
tions  regarding  Indian  River  Inlet. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  9,  1862. 

,,  SlTv }  .have  tllc  h?nor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
1 7  instant,  calling  attention  to  Indian  River  Inlet.  "The  schooner 
Wanderer  is  now  cruising  near  Cape  Florida.  She  shall  be  sent  to 
Indian  River  Inlet  as  soon  as  an  order  can  reach  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

I  lag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Howell ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma , 
regarding  the  cndse  of  that  vessel  in  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma,  [July  1 2,  1862]. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Tahoma ,  under  my  command. 

I  left  Key  W est  in  obedience  to  orders,  July  2,  and  steamed  midway 
between  Tortugas  and  Cape  [San]  Antonio,  boarding  and  examining- 
each  vessel  as  hove  in  sight. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  5,  struck  soundings  on  the  Yucatan  Bank. 

July  6,  anchored  off  coast  of  Yucatan;  July  7,  got  underway  and 
steamed  24  miles  to  the  westward  and  anchored  off  a  collection  of  huts 
in  4^  fathoms  water.  Latitude  21°  42'  30"  N.,  longitude  88°  12'  W., 
about- 6  or  7  miles  from  the  shore. 

At  1  p.  m.  sent  in  a  boat  in  charge  of  the  executive  officer  (one  of 
the  acting  masters  accompanying  him)  to  see  if  any  fresh  provisions 
could  be  obtained.  I  regret  to  report  that  three  men,  viz,  F.  Garland, 
Robert  Weston,  and  James  W.  Dimon  (all  seamen)  deserted  from  the 
boat,  carrying  with  them  the  revolvers  of  the  executive  officer  and 
master  and  one  of  the  ship’s  revolvers. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

At  2  p.  m.  of  the  7th  instant  a  small  schooner  was  discovered  stand¬ 
ing  toward  us.  I  did  not  get  underway,  fearing  if  she  should  be  a 
rebel  vessel  she  might  be  run  ashore  and  burned.  At  6:30  p.  m.  she 
was  nearly  abreast  of  us  when  I  fired  a  shot  across  her  bows,  hoisted 
the  ensign,  and  sent  Acting  Master  Hurley  to  board  her.  She  proved 
to  be  the  Confederate  schooner  Uncle  Mose ,  from  Matagorda,  Tex., 
bound  to  Belize,  Honduras,  or  a  market.  The  captain  and  supercargo 
were  so  overcome  with  astonishment  at  finding  a  man-of-war  where  we 
were  anchored  that  they  did  not  destroy  their  papers,  and  I  have  the 
register,  manifest,  clearance,  bill  of  sale,  etc.  We  were  about  6  or  7 
miles  from  shore  and  the  schooner  passed  within  a  third  of  a  mile  of  us. 
Her  cargo  consists  of  115  bales  Texas  cotton,  and  she  was  manned 
with  a  crew  of  four  men,  a  captain  and  supercargo  (Edmd.  Van  York, 
a  New  Yorker).  The  Uncle  Mose  was  thirty  days  from  Indianola  (or 
Matagorda)  and  had  been  fourteen  days  endeavoring  to  get  around 
Cape  Catoche.  She  was  built  for  a  lighter,  draws  but  3  feet  water, 
and  is  not  at  all  capable  of  making  a  passage  against  head  winds. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  determined  to  tow  her  to  Key  West, 
although  I  much  regretted  the  necessity  of  leaving  my  station  to  do 
so.  It  would  not  have  been  humane  to  have  sent  her  off  with  a  prize 
crew;  she  could  never  have  reached  Key  West  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  trade  winds.  On  July  8  and  9  I  experienced  a  current  of  57 
miles  to  the  northward  and  westward.  When  the  prize  was  captured 
she  was  running  uwing  and  wing’1  for  Campeche  or  Laguna. 

******* 

July  8  chased  a  large  English  steamer.  We  cast  off  the  schooner, 
carried  34  pounds  of  steam,  averaged  78  revolutions  (more  than  the 
engine  has  ever  made  before),  had  a  fine  breeze  abeam  and  abaft  the 
beam,  all  sail  set,  and  went  per  log  8  knots  2  fathoms;  sea  smooth. 
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Of  course  the  steamer  ran  away  from  us  with  ease.  She  was 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  regular  mail  steamers. 

******* 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron: 


Name. 


Commander. 


Station. 


STEAMERS. 


1.  San  Jacinto . 

2.  Mercedita . 

3.  Quaker  City . 

4.  Santiago  de  Cuba . 

6.  Somerset . 

6.  Sagamore . 

7.  Tahoma . 

8.  Fort  Henry . 

9.  Young  Rover . 

10.  Huntsville . 

SAILING  VESSELS. 


Comdr.  W.  Ronckendorff . 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Stellwagen . 

Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Comdr.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Lt.  Comdg.  E.  English . 

Lt.  Comdg.  A.  J.  Drake . 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.  C.  Howell . 

Actg.  Lt.  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley 

Actg.  Master  I.  B.  Studley . 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers.. 


Flagship.  Key  West. 

Cruising  off  Providence  Channel. 
Arrived  at  Key  West  Julv  9  with  prize. 
Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Arrived  July  12  with  prize. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Cruising  off  N.  E.  Providence  Channel. 


11.  St.  Lawrence. . . 

12.  Bainbridge _ 

13.  Ethan  Allen  . . . 

14.  Kingfisher . 

15.  J.  L.  Davis . 

16.  Pursuit . 

17.  Amanda . 

18.  Wanderer . 

19.  Chambers . 

20.  Samuel  Rotan  . 

21.  Beauregard _ 

22.  National  Guard 

23.  Eugenie . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Comdr.  T.  M.  Brasher . 

Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  B.  Eaton  ... 
Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  P.  Couthouy. 

Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  Winn . 

Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  David  Cate _ 

Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  N.  Goodwin _ 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.  H.  Spotts . 

Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Condry . 

Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.W.  Kennison 
Actg.  Master  D.  Steams . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  Lee  Hays _ 

Actg.  Master  S.  F.  Holbrook _ 


Frigate.  Key  West. 

Brig.  Ordered  to  Hampton  Roads  to 
report  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. ' 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Bark.  Apalachicola,  West  Pass. 

Bark.  Indian  River  Inlet. 

Bark.  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Florida  Reef  and  Indian 
River  Inlet. 

Schooner.  Sent  to  Philadelphia  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Schooner.  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Schooner.  St.  Martin’s  Reef  and  Crys¬ 
tal  River,  Cedar  Keys. 

Ship.  On  a  cruise  to  supply  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Schooner.  Guard  ship,  Key  West. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ru  ^  .  J.  L.  Lardner, 

B  lag-  OJficer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  command- 

u-  Huntsville,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British 

schooner  Agnes. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Abaco  Lsland,  July  16,  1862. 

iff1  o-f  -  tihe  h,onor  to  rePort  to  you  that  I  have  this  dav  fallen  in 
with  the  British  schooner  Agnes,  of  Nassau,  from  Harbor  Island  (as 
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ho  says),  loaded  with  60  bales  of  cotton  and  40  barrels  rosin,  for 
Nassau. 

As  he  had  no  clearance,  manifest,  bills  of  lading1,  charter  party, 
log  book,  wrecking  license,  nor  any  documentary  proof  of  property, 
I  have  detained  him  as  prize  and  sent  him  into  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

Abaco  Light  at  time  of  capture  was  distant  15  to  20  miles. 

Please  find  enclosed  list  of  officers  and  muster-roll  of  crew  at  time 
of  capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Lardner ,  D.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Frailey , 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XI.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  defining  the  cruis¬ 
ing  ground  of  that  vessel. 

Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  18,  1862. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Quaker  City  under  your  command  is  read}*-  for 
sea,  you  will  proceed  to  sea  and  cruise  between  Cape  San  Antonio,  the 
Yucatan  Bank,  and  Tortugas. 

You  will  be  careful  not  to  chase,  fire  upon,  board,  or  seize  any  ves¬ 
sel  within  the  territorial  waters  of  Cuba. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Gardner, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  Jas.  M.  Frailey, 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Commander  Stellwagen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Mercedita ,  regarding  the  capture  l>y  that  vessel  of  the  schooners  Vic¬ 
toria  and  Ida. 

U.  S.  S.  Mercedita, 

Key  West,  July  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Victoria,  Captain 
Fowler,  built  at  Gloucester,  N.  J.,  in  1842;  registered  in  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  on  the  19th  August,  1861,  as  the  property  of  James 
Deans,  of  Ecclefechan,  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  merchant,  tempora¬ 
rily  residing  at  Wilmington,  N.  C. ;  commanded  by  Stephen  Fowler, 
born  in  Rhode  Island  and  resident  of  Washington,  N.  C. 

She  sailed  from  Shallotte  Inlet,  near  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  on  4th 
July  (evading  blockade),  loaded  with  some  130  or  140  bales  of  cotton 
for  Sawyer  and  Menendez,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  had  no 
port  clearance  or  manifest.  She  has  run  the  blockade  several  times, 
and  was  formerly  called  the  Louisa.  The  captain  has  been  sailing  out 
the  small  harbors  of  North  Carolina  many  years,  and  is  a  good  pilot. 
Her  condemnation,  I  presume,  admits  of  no  doubt. 
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On  the  same  day  I  also  captured  the  schooner  Ida,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  formerly  the  W.  II.  Howard ,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
British  register  dated  Nassau,  New  Providence,  4th  July,  1862.  She 
is  fitted  out  by  Adderly  &  Co.,  of  Nassau,  and  cleared  for  Baltimore 
with  a  cargo  of  assorted  goods — calicoes,  shoes,  cottons,  needles,  salt, 
etc. — such  as  are  most  needed  by  the  rebels,  and  purchased  at  prices  in 
Nassau  far  above  what  they  would  bring  at  Baltimore,  her  pretended 
place  of  destination. 

Her  captain,  Guthrie,  belongs  to  Washington,  N.  C.,  and  doubtless 
intended  to  run  into  some  inlet  south  of  Hatteras,  being  minutely 
acquainted  with  the  coast  and  having  run  the  blockade  before. 

Both  vessels  being  small,  1  have  ordered  them  to  this  place  for 
adjudication. 

^  The  Victoria  was  captured  on  the  12th  July,  1862,  about  40  miles 
S.  W.  by  W.  (true)  from  the  Hole  in  the  Wall  light-house  [Abaco]. 

The  Ida  was  captured  about  32  miles  S.  W.  by  W.  (true)  from  the 
same  light. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Stell wagen, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Lardner ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 
capture  of  the  commanding  officer  and  loads  crew  from  the  IT.  8. 

-  schooner  Beauregard. 

No.  59.]  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  21,  1862. 

®IK:  It  V  with  regret  I  have  to  forward  the  report  of  Master’s 
Mate  W.  H.  Melson,  stating  the  circumstances  under  which  Acting 
Mastei  David  Stearns,  commanding*  the  schooner  HecLv/recicivd  was 
with  a  boat’s  erew  lost  or  captured  at  the  mouth  of  Crystal  River. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  English  of  the  Somerset 
that  they  were  captured  by  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

I  lag -Officer,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Cedar  Keys,  July  2,  1862. 

report  ^  am  Un(*ei  necessity  of  making  the  following 

On  %  morning  of  the  29th  ultimo,  whilst  cruising  off  Crystal 
Liver,  sighted  a  sloop  rigged  vessel  standing  about  the  mouth  of  the 

Jhe  captain  (David  Stearns)  with  an  armed  crew  of  1  men  manned 
a  boat  and  started  in  pursuit. 
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Soon  after  1  discovered  another  sloop-rigged  vessel  making  out 
from  one  of  the  adjacent  keys.  About  3  o’clock  p.  m.  a  squall  coming 
up  obscured  them  from  sight. 

Evening* coming  on,  and  the  captain  not  returning,  hoisted  lantern 
at  the  main.  Next  morning,  the  30th,  at  9  a.  m.,  sent  an  armed  boat 
and  made  a  thorough  search  (firing  a  musket  at  intervals)  for  six 
hours,  but  without  success.  Same  night  got  underway  and  shifted 
my  position. 

^  The  next  morning,  July  1,  at  10  o’clock,  got  underway  and  stood  for 
Cedar  Keys.  At  6  o’clock  p.  m. ,  being  calm,  came  to  anchor.  The 
following  morning,  July  2,  got  underway  and  reached  the  Keys  at 
10:30  a.  m. 

Trusting  1  have  faithfully  performed  my  duty, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Melson, 

Acting  Master's  Mate. 

Flag-Officer  James  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


List  of  the  names  of  the  crew  in  the  boat  with  Captain  Stearns. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Name. 

Rate. 

Charles  Asten . 

Edgar  Lee . 

William  Thompson . 

Francisco  Rasome . 

Boatswain’s  mate. 
Quartermaster. 

Seaman. 

Seaman. 

Edward  Morris . . . . 
Charles  Grover  . . . . 
One  contraband . . 

Seaman. 

Seaman. 

Name  not  known. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Confederate 

steamer  Reliance. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Bahama  Channel ,  July  i 21 ,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  this  day  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Reliance ,  three  days  out  from  Doboy  Bar,  Ga.,  bound 
to  Nassau  with  a  cargo  of  213  bales  sea-island  cotton. 

I  fell  in  with  her  soon  after  daylight,  a  little  to  eastward  of  Abaco, 
and  after  a  chase  of  about  30  miles,  succeeded  in  bringing  her  to,  after 
firing  11  shot  and  shell. 

She  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Gladding,  formerly  of  the  Navy 
and  revenue  service,  and  since  the  rebellion  in  command  of  the  schooner 
Parliament ,  in  which  he  has  several  times  run  the  blockade. 

The  Reliance  was  chased  on  leaving  Doboy  by  one  of  the  blockading 
fleet,  but  escaped  by  superior  speed. 

I  regret  extremely  not  being  able  to  either  send  or  tow  this  prize  to 
Boston,  agreeably  to  your  circular,  but  she  had  fuel  for  only  six  hours, 
and  my  own  coal  was  very  nearly  exhausted,  and  would  but  take  us  to 
Key  West,  to  which  port  1  am  now  towing  her. 

Please  find  enclosed  list  of  officers  and  muster  roll  of  crew  of  the 
Huntsville. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Flag-  Officer  La/rdner,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  of  Indian  River  Inlet. 

No.  65.]  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  26,  1862. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  July  10,  calling  attention  to  Indian 
River  Inlet,  and  suggesting  that  there  might  be  a  point  of  transship¬ 
ment  there,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  schooner  Wanderer  has 
to-day  returned  from  that  place.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Spotts 
informs  me  that  he  found  difficulty  in  crossing  the  bar  with  his  boats, 
which  has  but  4^  feet  upon  it  at  high  water,  and  a  channel  narrow  and 
crooked.  His  boats  ascended  the  river  about  5  miles,  and  after  a  careful 
examination  he  is  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  a  place  of  trans¬ 
shipment  or  of  any  business  whatever. 

He  also  entered  Jupiter  Inlet;  he  found  that  the  lamps  had  been 
taken  away,  but  otherwise  the  light-house  and  machinery  were  in  good 
order. 

Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Quaker  City,  relative  to  capture  of  British  schooner  Orion. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Off  Key  West,  July  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  off  this  port,  from  a  short 
cruise  toward  and  on  Campeche  Bank,  under  instructions  from  Flag- 
Officer  James  L.  Lardner,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Eastern 
Gulf  Squadron,  and  while  there  on  the  24th  instant,  in  latitude  22°  N. 
longitude  87°  10'  W.,  overhauling  and  capturing  as  a  prize  the  English 
schooner  Orion,  master,  Andrew  Moore,  bound  from  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  to  Matamoras,  having  on  board  an  assorted  cargo,  doubtless 
intended  for  rebel  uses,  and  consisting  in  part  of  150  sacks  salt,  12 
boxes,  8  bales,  and  27  cases  drugs,  84  boxes  and  28  ingots  tin,  25  bar¬ 
rels  coffee,  95  kegs  nails,  and  9  bales  and  7  cases  paper,  and  which 
schooner  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  tow  to  this  port,  previously  placing 
a  prize  master  and  six  men  on  board,  and  removing  the  two  mates  and 
one  seaman  temporarily  to  my  ship. 

This  necessity  arose  from  the  fact  of  the  prevalence  of  light  winds 
and  calms  at  this  season  of  the  3rear,  rendering  it  doubtful  whether  she 
would  reach  harbor  in  less  than  ten  or  twelve  days. 

From  the  two  mates,  W.  C.  Lawton,  formerly  from  Ohio  but  latterlv 
of  Texas,  and  Daniel  Dailey,  of  New  Jersey,  also  late  of  Texas,  I  have 
since  learned  that  this  same  schooner,  commanded  by  her  present  mas¬ 
ter  and  officered  by  them,  ran  from  Galveston,  Tex.,  on  the  night  of 
April  26  last,  and  safely  reached  Kingston,  Jamaica,  with  a  cargo  of 
300  bales  cotton,  she  then  being  under  the  Confederate  tiag  and  called 
the  Mary  Ella,  but  on  her  arrival  in  that  port  sought  a  British  register 
and  is  now  called  the  Orion , 
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The  master  informed  me  that  he  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  but 
has  for  many  years  been  a  resident  of  Texas;  but  how  he  retains  com¬ 
mand  of  a  British  vessel  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  I  have  sent  all 
papers  found  on  board  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court.  Key 
West.  From  the  chief  mate  1  learn  that  no  log  book  or  dead  reckon¬ 
ing  was  kept  on  board,  and  this  was  admitted  by  the  master,  Moore. 

I  am  gratified  to  report  the  continued  health  of  the  officers  and  crew, 
the  sick  report  to-day  containing  but  three  trifling  cases. 

Accompanying  1  send  you  a  correct  muster-roll  of  the  officers  and 
crew,  including  the  names  of  2  officers  and  10  men  now  absent  on  duty 
in  charge  of  the  prize  brig  Lilia ,  captured  on  the  3d  J  uly,  instant,  and 
sent  to  Boston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailev, 

Comviandei ■,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Lardner ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridge. 

Navy  Department,  July  28,  1862. 

Sir: 

******* 

The  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridge,  Lieutenant  D.  Lynch,  has  been  ordered 
to  join  your  squadron. 

Iam,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  James  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  U  S.  East  Gulf  Squadron,  Ivey  West. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron. 


Name. 

Commander, 

STEAMERS. 

San  Jacinto  (flag¬ 
ship). 

Comdr.  Wm.  Ronckendorff . 

Santiago  de  Cuba  .... 

Actg.  Lt.  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Actg.  Master  I.  B.  Studley . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers. 

Young  Rover . 

Huntsville . 

Station. 


Key  West. 

Sailed  28th  instant  to  New  York  lor 
repairs. 

Cruising  off  N.  E.  Providence  Chan¬ 
nel  and  Little  Bahama  Bank. 

Cruising  off  N.  E.  Providence  Chan¬ 
nel. 

Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Blockading  St.  George's  Sound. 

Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Coaling  at  Key  West. 
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No. 


Name. 


Commander. 


Station. 


SAILING  VESSELS. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


Frigate  St.  Lawrence. 

Brig  Bainbridge . 

Bark  Ethan  Allen .... 
Bark  King  Fisher _ 

Bark  J.  L.  Davis . 

Bark  Pursuit . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Comdr.  T.  M.  Brasher . 

Actg.  Voi.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  B  Eaton. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  Jos.  P. 
Couthouy. 

Actg.  V.ol.  Lt.  Comdg.  Jos.  Winn. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  David  Cate. 


Bark  Amanda . 

Schooner  Wanderer.. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  Geo.  E. 
Welch. 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.  H.  Spotts . 


Schooner  Chambers.. 

Schooner  Sami. 
Rotan. 

Schooner  Beaure¬ 
gard. 

Ship  National  Guard. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  Dennis 
Condry. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  Kennison. 


Actg.  Master  Wm.  Lee  Hays. 


Schooner  Eugenie .... 


Actg.  Master  S.  F.  Holbrook 


Storeship. 

Ordered  north  for  repairs. 

Refitting  at  Key  West. 

Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  and  St.  An¬ 
drew’s. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Cruising  between  Tortugas  and  Cape 
San  Bias. 

Blockading  eastern  entrance  of  St. 
George’s  Sound. 

Cruising  between  Cape  Sable  and 
Florida  Reefs. 

Sent  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Cedar  Keys. 

On  a  cruise  supplying  blockading 
squadron. 

Guard  ship. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Flag-  Officer-,  Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Lardner •,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  outbreak 
of  yellow  fever  on  the  flagship. 

No.  66.]  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Fey  West ,  August  1,  1862. 

is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  1  am  obliged  to  report  that 
the  yellow  fever  has  broken  out  in  this  ship.  There  are  9  cases  on  the 
surgeon’s  report  to-day,  and  2  have  previously  died  of  that  disease 
ihe  fleet  surgeon  has,  in  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  recom¬ 
mended  the  ship  to  be  sent  north. 

There  is  no  proper  hospital  for  contagious  diseases  at  Key  West.  A 
copy  of  a  letter  upon  the  subject  is  enclosed. 

Carrying  the  yellow  fever  so  near  our  troops  at  Pensacola  is  not  to 
be  thought  of;  therefore,  in  view  of  all  the  difficulties  of  the  case  I 
have  directed  Commander  Konekendorff  to  proceed  with  the  San 
Jacinto  under  his  command  to  Boston  and  report  to  the  Department. 
I  shall  hoist  my  flag  on  board  the  St.  Lawrence  for  the  present. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

L  lag-  Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Lardner, 
U.  S.  Wavy,  urging  a  strict  watch  upon  Nassau,  New  Providence,  as 
the  depot  for  ships  from  abroad. 


Navy 

Sir:  From  information  obtained  fr 
that  the  greater  and  more  important 


Department,  August  6,  1862. 
om  various  sources,  it  is  evident 
part  of  the  foreign  supplies  that 
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reach  the  insurgents  do  so  by  the  way  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 
The  majority  of  steamers  that  have  fitted  out  in  England  to  run  the 
blockade  clear  for  and  touch  at  that  port.  Those  that  escape  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  blockading  vessels  also  touch  there  with  outward  cargoes. 
It  is  apparently  the  depot  of  those  abroad  engaged  in  lending  aid  to 
the  rebellion. 

The  passages  to  Nassau  must  therefore  be  more  strictly  guarded,  and 
your  swiftest  steamers  should  be  assigned  to  this  duty.  There  are 
several  fast  vessels  employed  in  running  the  blockade,  among  them 
the  steamer  Herald ,  to  which  attention  should  be  given. 

In  endeavoring  to  intercept  these  steamers,  and  whilst  exercising  all 
the  rights  belonging  to  cruisers  on  the  high  seas,  the  rights  of  neutrals 
must  not  be  violated.  No  hostile  operations  must  be  conducted  or 
committed  by  our  vessels  within  neutral  jurisdiction  or  a  full  marine 
league  of  the  coast. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  James  L.  Gardner, 

Comdg.  West  [East]  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Budd,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Magnolia ,  to  proceed  to 
duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  6 ,  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia  is  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with 
her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Key  West  and  carry  out  the  instruc¬ 
tions  you  have  already  received. 

You  will  touch  off  Charleston  on  your  wa}^,  and  deliver  to  the  senior 
officer  present  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commander 
Gansevoort  giving  a  description  of  suspicious  steamers  at  Nassau, 
besides  communicating  to  him  any  information  you  may  have  with 
regard  to  vessels  that  will  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  Budd, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Magnolia ,  New  Work. 


Report  of  Flag -  Officer  Lardner,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of 
capture  of  steamer  Columbia  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba , 
August  3 ,  1862. 

No.  70.1  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  August  9 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Commander  Ridgely’s  report  of 
the  capture  of  the  steamer  Columbia ,  under  British  colors  but  without 
a  register  to  establish  nationality.  She  is  loaded  with  arms  and  muni¬ 
tions  of  war,  painted  lead  color,  and  otherwise  prepared  to  run  the 
blockade. 


296 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Her  name  is  on  the  list  furnished  me  by  the  Department  of  vessels 
fitted  out  in  England  for  this  business. 

She  was  seized  about  75  miles  north  of  Abaco. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Gardner, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 

TEnclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Key  West ,  August  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Columbia , 
on  the  3d  of  August,  by  the  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  cruising  off  the  N.  E. 
Providence  Channel.  The  Columbia  was  captured  after  a  chase  of  six 
hours,  in  latitude  28°  N.,  longitude  76°  35' W.,  the  N.  E.  end  of 
Abaco  bearing  south,  distant  75  miles.  She  had  left  Nassau  the  dav 
previous,  ostensibly  bound  for  St.  Johns;  was  under  British  colors, 
but  had  no  register  whatever. 

.  ^he  was  loaded^  with  contraband  and  munitions  of  war,  cannon 
rifles,  powder,  shell,  cartridges,  army  blankets,  and  iron  plates.  She 
is  a  new,  fast  propeller,  of  iron,  provided  with  ports,  and  probablv 
intended  for  a  Confederate  gunboat.  This  is  her  first  attempt  at  run¬ 
ning  the  blockade,  and  she  had  on  board  Charleston,  Savannah,  and 
Bahama  pilots.  Her  captain,  officers,  and  passengers  claim  generallv 
to  be  British  subjects. 

Thinking  these  facts  justified  a  seizure,  I  took  possession  of  and 
sent  her  into  this  port  for  adjudication,  under  charge  of  a  prize  master 
and  crew. 


I  send  herewith  a  list  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the 
de  Cuba  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  no  other  vessel  '"of  war 
sight. 


Santiago 

being  in 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  Bidgely, 

TJ  Commander ,  U  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  7).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ronclendorff,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
Boston  '  aG'int<^  °f t  ie  arrvml  °f  that  vessel  at  quarantine  grounds, 


U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 
Quarantine  Grounds,  Deer  Islands, 

Near  Boston,  August  9,  1862. 

o-rnnnrl 1  U  ,h°T’ to  reP°rt  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  quarantine 
Ul?  D  T1  Ijland’3  near  Boston,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from 
*  lag-°ftcer  Lardner,  dated  Key  West,  August  1.  Enclosed  you  have 
a  copy.  J 

When  off  Capo  Hatteras,  July  6,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Assistant 
Suigeon  I.  W.  Bragg,  the  medical  officer  on  board,  asking  his  opinion 
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as  to  the  propriety  of  the  return  of  the  ship  to  Key  West.  Enclosed 
you  have  a  copy  of  his  reply.  On  the  3d  instant,  the  day  after  our 
leaving  Key  West,  George  Komus  (seaman)  departed  this  life,  the  only 
death  we  have  had  on  our  passage.  I  am  happy  to  say  the  doctor 
reports  all  the  sick  doing  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  should  have  forwarded  this  communication  through  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  station,  but  no  opportunity  offered,  so  I 
send  direct. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Bar  drier,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler  at  Key  West  for  duty  under  his  command. 

No.  78.]  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  August  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  to-day  of  the  steamer 
R.  R.  Cuyler ,  Commander  Francis  Winslow,  to  join  this  squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  j-our  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  August  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron : 


Name. 


Commander. 


Station. 


STEAMERS. 

1.  San  Jacinto . 

2.  Mercedita . 

3.  Quaker  City . 

4.  Santiago  de  Cuba 

5.  Somerset . 

6.  Sagamore . 

7.  Tahoma . 

8.  Fort  Henry . 

9.  Young  Rover - 

10.  Huntsville . 

11.  Penguin . 

12.  R.  R.  Cuyler . 


Comdr.  W.  Ronckendorff . 

Comdr.  II.  S.  Stellwagen . 

Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Comdr.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Lt.  Comdg.  E.  English . 

Lt.  G.  A.  Bigelow . 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.C.  Howell . 

Lt.  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . . . 

Act.  Mast.  I.B.  Studley . 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.C.  Williamson  .. 
Comdr  F.  Winslow . 


Sent  to  Boston,  Aug.  1,  with  yellow 
fever  on  board. 

Sailed  J  uly  28  to  New  York  for  repairs. 

Cruising  off  N.  E.  Providence  Channel 
and  Bahama  Bank. 

Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew's  Bay. 

Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Cruising  off  Bahama  and  N.  E.  Provi¬ 
dence  Channel. 

Key  West,  patching  boilers. 

Key  West,  coaling. 


298 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Name. 


SAILING  VESSELS. 

13.  St.  Lawrence . 

14.  Bainbridge . 

15.  Ethan  Allen . 

16.  Kingfisher . . 

17.  J.  L.  Davis . 

18.  Pursuit . 


Commander. 


19.  Amanda . 

20.  Wanderer . 


21.  Chambers. 


22.  Samuel  Rotan  . . 

23.  Beauregard . 

24.  National  Guard. 

25.  Eugenie . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Comdr.  T.  M.  Brasher . 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  B.  Eaton. . . 
A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  P.  Couthouv. 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  Winn _ 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Cate . 


Station. 


A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  G.  E.  Welch .... 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.  H.  Spotts . 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Condry . 

A.  V.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Kennison. 


Act.  Mast.  Wm.  Lee  Hays. 
Act.  Mast.  S.  F.  Holbrook  . 


Frigate;  flagship;  Key  West. 

Brig;  repairing  at  New  York. 

Bark;  blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark;  blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 
Bark;  blockading  Apalachicola. 
Bark;  cruising  between  Tortugas  and 
Cape  San  Bias. 

Bark;  blockading  eastern  entrance  of 
St.  George’s  Sound. 

Schooner;  cruising  between  Cape 
Sable  and  Florida  Reef. 

Schooner;  sent  to  Philadelphia  for 
repairs. 

Schooner;  blockading  Tampa  Bav. 
Schooner;  blockading  Cedar  Key’s. 
Ship;  on  a  cruise  supplying  squadron. 
Schooner;  guard  ship  Key  West. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer.  Lardner ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
L/avy,  making  enquiry  regarding  the  seizure  of  British  ships. 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

LCey  West ,  August  18 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  Aiumst 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  greater  and  more  importantpart 
of  the  foreign  supplies  that  reach  the  insurgents  do  so  by  wav  of 
.Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  directing  that  the  passages  to  Nassau  be 
moie  strictly  guarded  and  that  the  swiftest  steamers  be  assigned  to 
that  duty,  and  also  ordering  that  “whilst  exercising  the  rights  which 

notbf  violated ’’’U1SerS  ^  ^  Mgh  S6aS’  the  ri£hts  °f  neutrals  must 

In  connection  with  the  last  paragraph,  I  beg  to  enquire  the  Depart¬ 
ment  s  views  whether  it  is  expedient  to  seize  the  ships  that  are  from 
Liveipool  bound  to  Nassau  or  from  one  British  port  to  another? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  J.  L.  Lardner 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  /).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Frailey ,  If.  S.  Navv 
for  an  explanation  of  his  failure  to  search  the  steamer  Memphis .*  ' 

.  Navy  Department,  August  22,  1862. 

Bir:  I  send  herewith  an  extract  from  the  log  of  the  steamer  Memphis 
which,  after  reading,  you  will  return  with  such  explanations  or  .state- 

SeeSiesT^vol.  13, ^.22^°^’  ^  °ape  R°main’  8outh  Carolina,  July  81,  1862. 
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merit  as  you  may  deem  necessary.  From  the  extract  sent  it  would 
appear  that  you  merely  visited,  but  did  not  search,  a  steamer  loaded 
with  guns  and  gunpowder  destined  for  the  rebels,  and  in  consequence 
of  omitting-  to  search  you  omitted  to  seize  a  perfect  magazine  of 
munitions  and  contraband  that  was  soon  landed  in  Charleston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailly, 

Commanding  II.  8.  8.  Quaker  City ,  Philadelphia. 

[Enclosure.] 

Extract  from  log  of  steamer  Memphis  on  a  passage  from  Liverpool  to  Nassau,  New 

Providence. 

Tuesday ,  May  27,  1862. — Light  head  wind  and  cloudy  weather, 
steaming  easily.  3:15  a.  m.  sighted  Abaco  light  right  ahead.  5:15 
[a.  m.]  abreast  of  Abaco  light-house. 

Sighted  a  paddle  steamer  off  starboard  bow.  On  arriving  abreast 
of  her  she  gg,ve  chase,  fired  again,  and  hoisted  North  American  colors; 
we  hoisted  British  colors  in  return  and  stood  on.  She  then  fired  two 
round  shot  after  us,  rather  wide  of  the  mark;  we  still  stood  on.  The 
third  shot  she  fired  struck  the  water  a  little  astern  of  us,  ship  still 
going  on  full  speed  and  gaining  on  the  chaser.  She  then  fired  a  shell 
from  her  bow  chaser,  which  passed  directly  over  and  in  a  line  with  us, 
and  burst  a  short  distance  ahead  of  us.  We  then  hauled  down  our 
colors  and  rounded  to.  The  steamer  (which  proved  to  be  the  Quaker 
City ,  U.  S.  paddle  war  sloop)  then  bore  down  on  us,  sent  an  armed 
boat  with  two  officers  on  board  and  to  examine  our  papers,  which  the}7 
did.  Finding  them  satisfactory,  they  returned  to  their  ship  and 
allowed  us  to  proceed  without  further  molestation.  10:30  [a.  m.J 
sighted  the  land  about  Nassau  ahead.  11:30  [a.  m.]  took  pilot  on  board 
and  stood  on  around  the  island  toward  the  anchorage,  where  we  arrived 
at  2:30  and  brought  up  with  starboard  anchor  in  4i  fathoms  of  water, 
veered  to  45  fathoms  of  chain. 

On  a  passage  from  Nassau  toward  Charleston.  Away  from  Nassau 
at  midnight.  Thursday,  June  19, 1862,  went  slowly  all  the  way  across, 
and  arrived  within  30  miles  of  Charleston  on  the  evening  of  Sunday, 
June  22,  1862.  Made  the  land  about  midnight,  pilot  in  charge.  1\ 
sighted  two  vessels  of  war  of  the  outer  blockading  fleet,  distance 
scarcely  one-half  a  mile;  passed  them  unobserved.  2: 30  [a.  m.]  passed 
through  the  center  of  blockading  fleet,  escaping  observation  by  a  devious 
course  until  past  them,  when  one  large  vessel,  scarcely  one-fourth  of 
a  mile  distant  on  the  starboard  quarter,  showed  a  red  light  as  a  signal 
to  the  others;  at  the  same  moment  we  observed  lights  right  ahead  and 
on  either  bow,  which  happily  proved  to  be  those  of  Forts  Moultrie 
and  Sumter.  Showed  a  red  light  and  took  it  in  again.  3:15  a.  m., 
struck  the  beach  and  swung  round  with  the  tide,  broadside  on  to  it, 
with  our  head  to  the  eastward,  on  which  a  shell  was  fired  at  us  from 
Fort  Sumter  and  burst  close  to  us.  Showed  the  red  light  again  and 
sent  a  boat  on  shore,  which  was  also  fired  at  by  the  sentry,  believing 
us  to  be  an  enemy’s  ship.  4h,  ran  a  kedge  out  on  starboard  bow  and 
tried,  but  in  vain,  to  heave  her  off,  kedge  coming  home.  Daylight,  nine 
of  the  blockading  fleet  in  sight,  the  nearest  being  about  3  miles  dis¬ 
tant  one  of  them  underway  and  steaming  around  the  fleet.  Ban  out 


300 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


the  stream  anchor  and  hove  tight  the  hawser.  Tide  falling-  fast.  9h, 
one  of  the  blockaders  stood  in  as  close  as  possible  and  commenced 
shelling-  the  ship.  Boats  were  lowered  by  captain’s  orders  and  the  crew 
sent  on  shore,  shells  Hying-  over  and  around  us,  but  fortunately  none 
struck  the  ship.  10h,  last  boat  left  the  ship  with  captain  on  board  of 
her;  a  battery  on  shore  close  to  us  then  opened  fire  over  our  vessel  and 
at  the  enemy,  and  after  some  three-quarters  of  an  hour’s  smart  practice 
compelled  her  to  withdraw.  Mustered  as  many  men  as  we  could  find 
and  went  on  board  with  about  100  soldiers  ordered  by  Colonel  Iveitt, 
and  commenced  discharging  powder  in  our  own  boats.  llh,  two  flats 
came  alongside  into  which  we  discharged  arms,  copper,  medical  stores. 
Noon,  two  steam  tugs  hove  down  upon  us  from  the  harbor  and  came 
alongside  to  receive  cargo.  lh,  knocked  off  discharging  to  assist  in 
launching  ship  with  the  aid  of  the  two  steam  tugs,  four  of  the  block¬ 
ading  fleet  approaching  suspiciously.  dh,  fleet  well  within  range  and 
m  Hue;  they  fired  one  shell,  but  ill  directed.  5h,  succeeded  in  hauling 
off,  went  on  ahead  full  speed  up  the  harbor,  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sum- 
ter  saluting  with  guns  and  cheering  as  we  passed.  6  p.  m.,  brought 
up  in  Charleston  Harbor  in  7  fathoms  of  water  and  veered  to  35 
fathoms  chain. 

Tuesday ,  June  21^,  1862.— Hauled  alongside  the  wharf  and  com¬ 
menced  discharging. 

Saturday ,  28th. — Cargo  all  out  and  commenced  coalino-. 

Sunday ,  29th,  1862. — You  know  what  you  did  that  day,  don’t  you? 

E.  W.  Cross,  Third  Officer. 

I  do  hei  el)y  certify  that  this  is  an  extract  of  the  Memphis  loo- 
found  on  board  that  ship  shortly  after  my  boarding  her  off  Charles¬ 
ton,  July  31,  1S62. 

Charles  Potter, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer  of  the 

Magnolia ,  in  Charge  of  Prize. 


Report  of  Commander  Fr alley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Quaker  City,  stating  his  reasons  for  failing  to  search  the  British 
steamer  Memphis. 


....  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Of  Navy  1  ard,  Philadelphia,  August  23, 1862. 

g  ^Iad/-ilil7e  ,tbe  Pon.or  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
pie.  7“c  lnfdant  enclosing  extracts  from  the  log  book  of  the  captured 
British  steamer  Memphis,  desiring  me  to  furnish  the  Department 

premise?  explanatl0n  or  statement  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  the 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  a  copy  of  my  instruc¬ 
tions  from  Flag-Officer  William  W.*  McKean,  previous  to  my  depart¬ 
ure  on  the  20th  from  the  port  of  Key  West,  and  bearing  date  May  17 

7n!TaPaniedfW  7°  uts  s.uyPected  vessels  liable  to  capture.  It 
y  ill  be  seen  that  the  Memphis  is  not  mentioned  therein,  nor  had  1  any 
information  concerning  any  vessel  answering  her  name  or  description, 
r  Cf  n. meeting  the  Memphis  on  th e  morning  of  the  27th  of  May  I  imme- 

rd*finally  b™u£ht  her  when  my  executive  offi- 
cei.  Lieutenant  S.  Livingston  Breese,  accompanied  by  Acting  Master 

Muldaur,  were  dispatched  in  an  armed  boat  to  board  and  examine  her, 
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who  after  a  careful  examination  of  her  papers  found  that  she  was  a 
duly  attested  British- built  vessel,  with  proper  English  register,  clear¬ 
ance,  and  manifest,  bound  from  an  English  port  to  a  port  of  an  English 
colony,  which  latter  fact  was  further  borne  out  by  the  course  she  was 
steering  at  the  time  of  my  falling  in  with  her. 

Furthermore,  1  would  respectfully  submit  that  I  had  received  no 
order,  nor  did  I  believe  that  I  had  any  authority,  to  open  her  hatches 
and  search  and  examine  the  cargo  of  a  foreign  vessel  on  the  high  sea, 
so  duly  certified  and  attested  as  was  that  vessel  at  the  time  I  boarded 
her;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  was  enjoined  by  my  instructions  “not  to 
give  unnecessary  offense,  but  to  be  courteous,  though  firm,  in  dealing 
with  them.” 

My  subsequent  action  in  capturing  and  sending  into  port  the  Ameri¬ 
can  brig  Model,  the  English  brig  Lilia ,  the  English  steamer  Adela , 
and  the  English  schooner  Orion ,  formerly  the  American  schooner 
Mary  Ella ,  and  which  vessel  had  only  two  months  previously  run  the 
blockade  from  Galveston,  will,  I  trust,  sufficiently  prove  my  desire 
and  will  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  the  seizure  of  every  vessel  whenever  I  could  justly  and  prop¬ 
erly  exercise  that  power. 

The  papers  are  herewith  returned  as  directed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  }7our  obedient 
servant 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washmgton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Mosman ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  James  S.  Chandlers ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  schooner  Corelia ,  of  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Schooner  James  S.  Chambers, 

Lat.  23°  If  N,  long.  8 If  30'  TG,  August  1 3 , 1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  schooner  Corelia , 
of  Galveston,  was  this  day  captured  by  this  vessel  after  a  chase  of  five 
hours.  She  was  from  Havana  for  any  rebel  port  into  which  she  could 
successfully  run. 

She  had  on  board  8  persons  in  all,  and  was  represented  by  the  cap¬ 
tain  to  have  a  general  cargo. 

He  also  acknowledged  to  have  sunk  all  his  papers  and  rebel  flag 
during  the  chase. 

I  have  placed  a  master’s  mate  and  prize  crew  of  6  men  in  charge 
and  sent  her  to  Key  West. 

I  have  also  taken  half  of  her  crew  on  board  this  vessel  as  prisoners, 
from  prudential  motives,  and  shall  forward  them  to  a  port  in  the 
United  States  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Frank  Mosman, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  6. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Lynch ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  TJ.  S.  brig  Bainbridge ,  to  proceed  to  Aspinwall ,  New 
Granada. 

Navy  Department,  August  27, 1862. 
Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  to  Aspinwall, 
New  Granada,  with  the  brig  Bainbridge ,  and  relieve  the  U.  S.  brig 
Perry. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  D.  Lynch, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge,  Key  T Vest,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  New¬ 
comb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  brig  Perry ,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  27, 1862. 
Sir:  Upon  being  relieved  by  the  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridge,  you  will 
proceed  to  Key  W est,  Fla. ,  with  the  brig  Perry,  and  report  to  Com¬ 
modore  James  L.  Lardner  for  duty  in  the  squadron  under  his 
command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  S.  Newcomb, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Brig  Perry,  Aspinwall,  New  Granada. 


Order  of  Pear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Spotts, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Magnolia. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  ILarbor,  S.  C.,  August  28, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  judgment  and  dispatch  with  which 
you  brought  me  information  of  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the 

Adirondack. 

The  Canandaigua,  now  pressing  repairs  on  her  machinery,  will  sail 
in  the  morning  to  the  relief  of  the  Adirondack. 

As  soon  as  coaled  and  ready,  you  will  proceed  to  execute  such 
portions  of  Commodore  Lardner’s  orders,  which  you  have  not  yet 
fulfilled. 


On  your  way  I  have  to  request  that  after  getting  to  sea  you  will  run 
down  the  coast,  keeping,  say,  15  miles  distant  from  it,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  intercepting  the  Keystone  State ,  Commander  LeRoy,  who  is 
cruising  oft  the  coast  of  Georgia  on  the  offshore  line  of  the  blockade. 
Should  you  meet  him,  you  will  please  inform  Commander  LeRoy  that 
I  desire  his  immediate  return  to  Port  Royal. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


a.  F.  Du  Pont, 

T  .  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commanding  J.  H.  Spotts, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Magnolia,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  29,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  orders  of  the  23d  instant  to  report  for  duty  in  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading-  Squadron  are  hereby  revoked,  and  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  Roebuck  so  soon  as  she  is  ready  and  report  to  Commo¬ 
dore  James  L.  Lardner  for  duty  in  the  squadron  under  his  command. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Master  John  Sherrill, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck ,  New  York. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  lardner , 
U.  S.  Navy,  in  response  to  enquiry  regarding  the  seizure  of  British 
ships. 


Navy  Department,  August  29,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  No.  85,  bearing  date  the  18th  instant,  enquiring  of  the 
Department  whether  it  is  expedient  to  seize  ships  that  are  from  Liver¬ 
pool  bound  to  Nassau  or  from  one  British  port  to  another,  has  been 
received. 

In  reply  the  Department  directs  that  you  visit,  without  regard  to 
their  clearance  or  destination,  all  vessels,  not  being  public  armed 
ships  of  war  of  foreign  powers,  and  that  in  the  case  of  all  vessels  car- 
rying  cargo  or  engaged  in  commerce  and  not  being  regular  mail  steam 
packets  engaged  in  the  regular  and  stated  mail  service  of  foreign  gov¬ 
ernments,  you  will,  during  the  visit,  exercise  the  unquestioned  bel¬ 
ligerent  right  of  search,  and  if  upon  strict  search  it  shall  appear  that 
arms  or  contraband  of  war  constitute  the  cargo  or  such  part  thereof 
as  would  render  aid  to  the  enemy,  then  you  will  exercise  the  no  less 
unquestioned  belligerent  right  of  seizing  such  vessel  and  cargo  and 
send  in  the  same  for  adjudication. 

This  being  an  ungracious  task,  should  be  done  in  a  spirit  and  man¬ 
ner  not  offensive.  Judgment  and  discretion  must  be  exercised.  To 
seize  does  not  necessarily  involve  condemnation.  The  courts  will 
adjudge  the  whole  question  of  prize  or  no  prize.  The  more  specific 
and  detailed  instructions  recently  transmitted  will  guide  the  officers  in 
their  duty. 

The  Department  has  made  it  a  special  object  to  obtain  and  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  squadrons  enforcing  the 
blockade,  information  in  regard  to  vessels  which  were  preparing  or 
believed  to  be  preparing  to  give  aid  to  the  insurgents.  The  informa¬ 
tion  derived  in  various  ways  may  not  always  be  authentic,  and  is  of 
such  a  character  as  should  not  be  communicated  to  the  captured  par¬ 
ties.  It  is  a  mere  indication  to  our  own  officers  to  guide  and  assist 
them  in  their  duties.  A  search  will  corroborate  and  confirm  the  intel¬ 
ligence,  if  correct,  and  without  a  search  that  shall  furnish  reason  to 
believe  the  vessel  has  contraband  of  war  or  is  designed  to  violate  the 
blockade,  or  in  some  way  aid  the  insurgents,  she  should  not  be  seized. 

1  am  thus  particular  on  this  point  because  it  has  been  intimated  that 
some  officers  construe  the  indication  that  is  given  them  of  a  suspected 
vessel  into  an  order  for  her  seizure  without  a  search.  Others  appear 
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not  to  have  informed  themselves  of  the  belligerent  right  of  search,  and 
by  a  culpable  omission  of  its  enforcement  have  permitted  vessels  which 
it  was  their  duty  to  have  seized  to  pass  unmolested. 

It  is  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  these  errors  that  this  communication  is 
made  in  detail. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  James  L.  Gardner, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Mosman ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  James  S.  Chambers ,  of  arrival  at  Key  West  with  the  prize 
steamer  Union. 

U.  S.  Schooner  James  S.  Chambers, 

Key  West,  August  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place, 
having  brought  with  me  the  rebel  steamer  Union,  with  a  cargo  of  350 
bales  of  cotton,  captured  by  this  vessel  in  latitude  23°  34/  N.,  longitude 
85°  21'  W.,  on  the  25th  instant. 

Finding,  upon  boarding  her,  that  the  outboard  injection  pipe  and 
flange  of  delivery  pijie  had  been  cut  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  her, 
I  placed  a.  crew  of  20  men  on  board  to  prevent,  if  possible,  her  going- 
down,  which  was  accomplished,  and  the  steamer  soon  freed  of  water 
Deeming  it  unsafe  to  send  her  in  alone,  even  after  the  temporary 
repairs,  I  proceeded  in  company  with  her  to  this  port,  where  we 
arrived  this  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Frank  Mosman, 

TT  Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Mister  Freeman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  n.  /O.  R.  A.  Cuyler  at  Aew  York,  with  yellcnv- fever  -patients  on 
board  and  the  remains  of  Commander  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cutler, 

New  York  Harbor,  August  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S  S 
R.  A.  Cuyler  at  this  port.  We  left  Key  West  on  the  20th  instant  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Gardner  and  proceeded  to  Nassau 
with  dispatches  for  the  governor. 

On  the  21st,  our  surgeon  being  very  sick  and  also  several  of  the  men 

“/ed  foi thepN>  K.Charjnel,  where  we  thought  to  obtain  medical 
advice  from  the  Penguin.  At  10  p.  m.  we  fell  in  with  the  LT.  S  S 
Huntsville  and  applied  to  him  for  assistance,  but  he  could  not  render 
us  any  as  his  surgeon  had  died  that  morning  and  he  was  on  his  way  to 
Key  V\  est  for  advice,  a  number  of  his  officers  and  men  lying  danger- 

Co^nv  nd.r  FthW-St<iered  ,<>r  *?**’  011  **  ni8'ht  of  instant 

Lommanclei  k .  \\  mslow  was  taken  seriously  ill  with  fever  We 

arrived  at  Nassau  on  the  23d  at  10  p.  m.,  where  we  obtained  medical 

advice  from  H.  B.  M.  S.  Melpomene  and  also  communicated  with  the 
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consul.  The  same  day  Lieutenant  J.  Y.  N.  Philip  was  taken  clown 
with  the  fever  and  also  several  men.  The  surgeon  advised  lying  off 
the  port  until  next  morning  as  he  considered  the  captain’s  case  a  very 
dangerous  one.  On  the  24th  the  surgeon  reported  all  the  sick  to  be 
much  worse,  and  the  only  chance  left  for  Commander  Winslow  and  the 
rest  of  the  sick  officers  was  to  proceed  north.  On  the  25th  a  consul¬ 
tation  of  the  officers  was  held,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
shortest  and  only  way  to  make  the  ship  efficient  was  to  proceed  to 
some  Northern  port  where  we  could  get  the  sickness  out  of  the  ship, 
appoint  new  officers  to  her  and  put  to  sea  again.  A  Mr.  Epp.  [Epes?J 
Sargent,  from  Nassau,  an  American  and  a  Union  man,  who  has  had  some 
practice  in  medicine,  kindly  volunteered  his  services  and  accompanied 
us.  We  found  him  invaluable. 

On  the  25th  we  steered  for  New  York.  On  the  26th,  at  6:35  p.  m., 
Commander  Francis  Winslow  departed  this  life.  His  body  has  been 
preserved  and  will  be  transmitted  to  his  friends. 

I  can  not  too  highly  speak  of  the  captain  and  officers  of  H.  B.  M.  S. 
Melpomene  for  their  kind  attentions,  and  especially  the  surgeon,  Mr. 
R.  Ratliff e,  who  was  unremitting  in  his  professional  interest  for  the 
welfare  of  the  sick  officers  and  men. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Philip  and  Dr. 
Watson  are  recovering,  and  that  the  malignant  symptoms  that  were 
so  prevalent  among  the  officers  and  men  have  already  disappeared. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  N.  Freeman, 

Acting  Master. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

/ 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Freeman ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

R.  R.  Guyler ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 

Anne  Sophia. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cutler, 

1  New  York  Harbor ,  August  30,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  latitude  30°  23'  N., 
longitude  75°  24'  W.,  boarded  the  schooner  Anne  Sophia,  flying  Brit¬ 
ish  colors  and  purporting  to  bo  from  Exuma,  bound  to  Baltimore,  the 
charactei  of  her  papers  and  cargo  leading  strongly  to  the  suggestion 
that  it  was  her  purpose  to  violate  the  blockade.  I  sent  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  N.  ‘M.  Dyer  and  a  prize  crew  on  board,  with  instructions  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  New  York  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  there  deliver  her  into 
the  hands  of  the  proper  authority  for  adjudication. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  the  captain  of  the  schooner  has 
absequ^ntly  acknowledged  that  it  was  his  intention  to  run  the  block¬ 
ade  at  Y  lmington,  N.  C.,  and  that  his  papers  were  spurious. 

1  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  steamer  entitled  to 
share  in  <?.ae  proceeds  of  above  reported  capture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
m  S.  N.  Freeman, 

j,;  Acting  Master. 

Hon.  tM'iDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

N  w  r — vol  17 - 20 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Lar  drier,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the  presence  of 
the  steamer  Oreto  ( C.  8.  8.  Florida)  at  Cardenas ,  Cuba. 

No.  96.]  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  August  31,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  22d  instant  I  received  information  from  the  consul- 
general  of  Cuba  that  the  steamer  Oreto,  built  in  England,  had  sailed 
from  the  neighboring  British  port  of  Nassau,  armed  and  equipped  for 
depredations  on  our  commerce,  under  command  of  Maffitt,  late  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  and  had  put  into  Cardenas,  under  pretense  of  being 
leaky,  etc.,  and  was  recruiting  men  at  Havana. 

I  immediately  dispatched  the  Huntsville  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
Shufeldt  for  the  latest  information,  and  from  thence  to  look  for  our 
steamers  at  or  near  the  Providence  Channel  or  to  go  at  once  to 
Cardenas. 

I  sent  the  schooner  Wanderer  with  similar  orders  the  next  day. 

I  learn  to-day  from  Havana  that  the  Oreto ,  now  called  Florida,  is 
still  at  Cardenas,  and  that  the  Penguin  was  watching  her. 

There  are  probably  three  or  four  of  the  steamers  of  this  squadron 
on  the  lookout  for  her  at  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  September  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron: 


Name. 


Commander. 


Station. 


STEAMERS. 

1.  San  Jacinto . 

2.  Mercedita . 

3.  Quaker  City . 

4.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

5.  Somerset . 

6.  Sagamore . 

7.  Tahoma . 

8.  Fort  Henry . 

9.  Young  Rover . 

10.  Huntsville . 

11.  Penguin . 

12.  R.  R.  Cuyler . 

13.  Magnolia . 

SAILING  VESSELS. 

14.  St.  Lawrence . 

15.  Bainbridge . 

16.  Ethan  Allen . 

17.  Kingfisher . 

18.  J.  L.  Davis . 

19.  Pursuit . 


Comdr.  W.  Ronekendorif . 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Stellwagen . 

Comdr.  J.M.Frailey . 

Comdr.  D.B.  Ridgely . 

Lt.  Comdg.  E.  English . 

Lt.  G.  A.  Bigelow . 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.  C.  Howell  . . 

Act.  Lt.  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . 

Act.  Mast.  I.  B.  Studley . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers 

Lt.  Comdg.  .1.  C.  Williamson . . 

Comdr.  F.  Winslow . 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.  H.  Spotts _ 


Sent  to  Boston  August  1  with  yellow 
fever  on  board . 

Sailed  July  28  to  New  York  for  repairs. 

to  Philadelphia  to  repair  boilers. 
N.EProvidenceChannel  orCardenas. 
Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew's  Bay 
Blockading  Tampa  Bay- 
Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Key  West.  Yellow  fever  on  board  and 
without  a  surgeon  or  paymaster. 

'  ardenas. 

Ordered  to  Cardenas. 

Arrived  at  Key  W est  August  30  for  coal. 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Lynch . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  B.  Eaton  . . 
Act. Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  P.  Couthouv 

Act.  Mast.  John  West . '. 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Cate ....... 


1  ugaie.  Aey  west;  llaghip. 

Brig.  Cruising  between  Tortugas  and 
\  ucatan  Bank. 

Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

«”*■  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 
Lark.  Blockading  Apalachicola. 
lrkJ  Cruising  between  Tortugas 
and  Cape  San  Bias. 
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Name. 

Commander. 

Station. 

SAILING  VESSELS — COIlt’d. 

20.  Amanda . . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  George  E. 
Welch. 

Act.  Mast.  E.  S.  Turner 

Bark.  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Schooner.  Sent  to  Havana  and  Car¬ 
denas. 

Schooner.  Key  West;  brought  in  two 
prizes. 

Schooner.  Apalachicola. 

Schooner.  Tampa  Bay. 

Ship.  Sailed  for  New  York  August  31 
for  repairs.  Crew’s  time  out. 

Schooner.  Key  West;  guard  ship. 

21.  Wanderer . 

22.  Chambers . 

Act.  Mast.  D.  F.  Mosman  ... 

23.  Samuel  Rotan . 

24.  Beauregard . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Kenni- 
son. 

Act.  Mast.  W.  A.  Arthur . 

25.  National  Guard . 

Act.  Mast.  W.  Lee  Hays . 

26.  Eugenie . 

Act.  Mast.  S.  F.  Holbrook . 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City. 

Navy  Department,  September  2,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  with  enclosures,  was  duly 
received.  It  is  evident  that  you  have  failed  to  inform  yourself  of  the 
rights  which  appertain  to,  and  duties  that  devolve  upon,  an  officer  of  a 
public  armed  ship  during  the  existence  of  hostilities. 

In  a  period  of  peace  the  right  of  search  does  not  prevail,  but  it  is  an 
unquestioned  belligerent  right,  and  your  omission  to  exercise  it  in  the 
case  of  the  Memphis  was  an  error  unfortunate  for  yourself  and  for 
the  country.  This  great  neglect  is  to  be  imputed,  I  apprehend,  to 
remissness  in  informing  yourself  of  the  legal  rights  of  a  naval  com¬ 
manding  officer. 

Again,  from  the  manner  in  which  you  speak  of  your  instructions 
from  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  “accompanied  by  two  lists  of  suspected 
vessels  liable  to  capture,”  and  “that  the  Memphis  is  not  mentioned 
therein,”  and  that  you  had  no  “information  concerning  any  vessel 
answering  her  name  or  description,”  it  is  inferred  you  labor  under 
a  grave  misapprehension  of  the  object  in  furnishing  you  with  the 
names  of  suspected  vessels,  and  your  duty  in  regard  to  them. 

The  suspected  vessels  were  named  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  indi¬ 
cating  their  suspicious  character  and  stimulating  vigilance  in  the  search 
which  it  would  be  your  duty  to  make  on  falling  in  with  and  visiting  any 
of  the  vessels  enumerated.  In  no  sense  was  the  list  furnished  you  to 
be  construed  into  an  order  to  capture  unless  after  visitation  and  search 
you  found  satisfactory  evidence  that  there  were  arms  or  contraband  on 
board,  or  that  there  was  an  intent  to  violate  the  blockade. 

While  caution  and  prudence  are  to  be  observed,  it  is  no  less  essen¬ 
tial  that  you  exercise  your  clear  and  unquestioned  rights  as  a  belliger¬ 
ent  commander.  There  should  not  be  timidity  on  the  one  hand  nor 
rashness  on  the  other.  Avoid  giving  offense,  but  do  not  hesitate  to 
assert  and  enforce  your  undoubted  rights  in  discharging  your  public 
duties.  An  officer  is  expected  to  and  must  exercise  judgment  and 
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discrimination,  and  not  shrink,  when  occasion  requires  it,  from 
responsibility. 

The  idea  of  capturing  only  such  vessels  as  are  enumerated  to  you, 
or  of  capturing  them  without  a  search,  is  erroneous.  You  will,  when 
cruising,  visit,  without  regard  to  their  clearance  or  destination,  all 
vessels  not  being  public  armed  ships  of  war  of  foreign  powers.  In 
the  case  of  vessels  carrying  cargo,  or  engaged  in  commerce,  and  not 
being  regular  mail  steam  packets  engaged  in  the  regular  and  stated 
mail  service  of  foreign  governments,  you  will,  during  the  visit,  always 
exercise  the  unquestioned  belligerent  right  of  search,  and  if  upon 
strict  search  it  shall  appear  that  arms  or  contraband  of  war  constitute 
the  cargo,  or  such  part  thereof  as  would  render  aid  to  the  enemy,  then 
you  will  exercise  the  no  less  unquestioned  right  of  seizing  such  vessel 
and  cargo  and  send  in  the  same  for  adjudication. 

This  should  be  done  in  a  manner  as  little  olfensive  as  possible. 
Seizure  does  not  necessarily  involve  condemnation.  The  courts  will 
adjudge  the  whole  question  of  prize  or  no  prize. 

I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  printed  instructions  that  will  assist  you, 
and  would  recommend  that  you  fully  post  yourself  on  the  subject  of 
maritime  and  belligerent  rights,  with  which  I  apprehend  you  have  not 
made  yourself  as  familiar  as  you  should  be  in  order  to  discharge  your 
duties  correctly. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Jas.  Madison  Fratlev, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  Philadelphia ,  Pa. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  0 fleer  Lardner ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  steamier  Oreto  (C.  S.  S.  Florida). 

Navy  Department,  September  3 ,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Department  calls  your  immediate  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Oreto ,  having  been  released  by  the  court  at  Nassau,  was  at  last 
accounts  at  Cardenas,  Cuba. 

This  vessel  should  be  followed  wherever  she  goes  and  captured. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  James  L.  Gardner, 

Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Fey  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na.vy  to  Commander  Woodhull,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding '  TJ.  S.  S.  Cimarron,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron .* 

Navy  Department,  September  3,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron  to  Key  West  and  report 
to  Commodore  James  L.  Lardner  for  duty  in  the  squadron  under  his 
command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  M.  Woodhull,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Cimarron,  Hampton  Hoads,  Fa. 


*  See  Series  I,  volume  1,  p.  431,  for  modification  of  this  order. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Howell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  an  attack  by  guer¬ 
rillas  upon  TJnion  ref  ugees. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Tampa  Bay ,  September  3 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  26th  August,  ultimo, 
while  three  of  the  refugees  who  have  been  for  some  months  at  the 
light-house  on  Egmont  Key  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States 
were  on  the  main  land  endeavoring  to  procure  potatoes,  beef,  etc., 
from  their  own  farms  near  Old  Tampa  for  the  support  of  themselves 
and  families,  two  of  them,  John  and  Scott  Whitehurst,  while  shoving 
from  the  shore  in  their  boat  were  barbarously  set  upon  by  guerrillas, 
and  Scott  Whitehurst  was  immediately  killed  and  John  Whitehurst 
mortally  wounded.  The  latter  had  strength  enough  to  pull  the  boat 
out  of  lire,  then  fell  and  laid  two  days  in  the  boat  exposed  to  the  rays 
of  an  August  sun,  and  was  at  last  discovered  by  another  ref  ugee  named 
Clay  and  brought  to  this  place.  The  third  man,  named  Arnold,  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  murdered  during  the  day. 

All  these  men  were  Union  men,  and  only  a  short  time  ago  John 
Whitehurst  offered  to  raise  a  company  of  loyal  Floridians  if  he  could 
be  assured  it  would  be  accepted. 

I  sent  a  boat  and  recovered  the  body  of  Scott  Whitehurst  and  buried 
it.  John  Whitehurst  died  last  night,  and  was  decently  interred  by  us 
this  morning.  His  dying  request  was  that  his  three  little  sons  should 
be  received  into  the  United  States  naval  service.  I  have  no  vacancies 
for  them,  but  will  take  them  on  board  and  ration  them  (which  1  shall 
be  obliged  to  do  under  any  circumstances)  until  I  receive  permission 
to  ship  them,  which  I  am  confident  will  be  granted.  The  boys  are 
quite  young — the  eldest,  I  should  think,  about  12  years  of  age,  the 
youngest  about  7  or  8. 

These  guerrillas  are  scouring  the  woods,  looking  after  deserters  and 
conscripts;  they  rob,  murder,  and  steal  indiscriminately,  if  the  reports 
of  the  refugees  are  to  be  credited;  Union  men  they  threaten  to  hang, 
and  do  shoot,  as  we  have  lamentable  proof. 

It  is  said  that  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  has  been  forced  to 
join  the  rebels  in  this  part  of  Florida. 

No  vessel  has  attempted  to  run  the  blockade  at  this  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 
Lieutenant ,  Comman  ding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy, 
.regarding  the  assignment  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
command  in  the  West  Lndies  and  Bahamas. 

Navy  Department,  September  8,  1862. 
Sir:  Commodore  Charles  Wilkes  having  been  appointed  to  command 
a  squadron  of  vessels  for  service  in  the  West  Indies  and  Bahamas,  the 
latter  will  not,  as  heretofore,  be  embraced  within  the  limits  of  your 
command.  The  steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  form  a  part  of  his 
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force,  and  you  will  direct  the  commanding  officer  of  that  vessel  to 
report  to  him  on  his  arrival  out. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  J.  L.  Gardner, 

Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Abstract  log  TI.  S.  bark  Kingfisher ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cou- 
thoiiy.  TI.  A.  Navy ,  commanding. 

September  8,  1862. — St.  Joseph's  Bay. — At  5  a.  m.  called  all  hands, 
got  underway  and  stood  up  for  the  salt  works.*  At  9: 30  sent  Acting 
Master  Allen  and  Master’s  Mate  Whiteside  on  shore  in  fourth  cutter 
under  a  flag  of  truce  with  a  notice,  giving  them  two  hours  to  leave 
the  place.  At  11,  saw  the  people  leaving  taking  4  cart  loads  of  salt 
with  them.  11:40,  time  having  expired,  fired  3  shell  into  the  woods. 
At  1  p.  m.  sent  launch,  first,  and  third  cutters,  all  armed,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Masters  Hallet  and  Allen  and  Master’s  Mate  Whiteside  on  shore 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  property  at  the  salt  works,  throw¬ 
ing  a  shell  into  the  woods  occasional^  from  our  guns.  At  4,  boats 
returned  having  destroyed  the  property,  and  brought  off  large  chests 
of  carpenter’s  tools.  Ammunition  expended,  4  Parrott  percussion 
shell  and  4  2-pound  charges  powder;  3  Vlli-inch  10-second  shell,  3 
8-pound  charges  powder;  5  VUI-inch  hollow  shot,  7  6-pound  charges. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Ofiicer  Lardner, 
S.  Nmy,  regarding  temporary  measures  of  relief  in  West  Indies 
and  Bahamas. 


Navy  Department,  September  9,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  We  feel  deeply  your  situation,  with  an  important 
command,  and  death  in  its  most  appalling  form  surrounding  you.  To 
relieve  you  from  part  of  your  responsibility  temporarily  we  are  about 
to  send  off  V\  likes  with  the  Wachusett,  Dacotali  (sailed),  Sonoma, 
Umarron  (sailed),  Tioga,  and  Octorara,  giving  him  also,  for  the  time 
being,  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  now  in  the  Bahamas.  He  will  scour  the 
Bahamas  and  West  Indies  in  pursuit  of  the  Oreto  and  290,  and  this 
accomplished  his  squadron  will  be  distributed  amongst  the  others  and 
your  limits  resume  their  former  position.  We  know  you  want  more 
vessels,  but  the  present  crisis  here  and  the  fever,  and  the  brokendown 
ships  seem  to  cripple  our  best  efforts. 

The  San  Jacinto  will  go  to  you  on  the  1st  October.  We  shall  direct 
the  vessels  to  approach  Key  West  and  communicate  only  by  boat  until 
the  fever  has  disappeared. 

A  e  don’t  think  any  supplies  are  run  into  the  ports  within  the  limits 
ot  your  command.  If  you  can  move  your  headquarters  to  the  Tor- 
tugas  or  any  point  more  healthy  where  we  can  communicate,  1  do  not 
see  why  you  should  not  do  so  and  notify  us.  Trusting  that  a  Merciful 


*  See  report  of  Lardner,  p.  316. 
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Providence  will  save  you  through  this  fiery  trial  for  the  good  of  our 
beloved  country, 

1  am,  most  truly,  your  friend, 

Gf.  V.  Fox. 

Flag-Officer  J.  L.  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Santiago  de  Cuba ,  regarding  the  capt  ure  of  the  schooner  Lavinia. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Key  West ,  September  10 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Lavinia 
on  the  27th  August,  by  the  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

She  was  bound  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  to  Nassau,  was  captured  in 
latitude  27°  53'  N.,  longitude  76°  51'  W.,  the  N.  E.  end  of  Abaco  bear¬ 
ing  south,  was  without  papers  or  flag,  and  loaded  with  turpentine.  I 
sent  her  to  Key  West,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Ellery, 
and  a  prize  crew. 

1  enclose  a  muster  roll  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Santiago 
de  Cuba  at  the  time  of  capture,  no  other  vessel  of  war  being  in  sight. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gf.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Abstract  log  TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore ,  Lieutenant-  Commander  Bigelow , 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

September  11,  1862. — At  10  a.  m.  sent  launch  and  second  cutter  on 
shore  armed,  the  first  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Babson  and  Master’s 
Mate  Sidell,  the  second  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Falesand  Assistant 
Engineer  Leavitt.  Boats  landed  and  employed  in  destroying  salt 
works.  At  11  stood  underway  and  stood  in  nearer  the  town.  At  5:15 
p.  m.  boats  still  employed  destroying  salt  works. 

September  12. — At  7:30  a.  m.‘  second  cutter  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Fales,  15  men,  launch  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Babson,  17 
men,  left  the  ship  to  destroy  salt  works. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
reported  departure  from  Havana  of  the  steamer  Oreto  (C.  S.  S. 
Florida). 

No.  101.1  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  September  IS,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  of  the  31st  ultimo,  1  reported  to  the  Department 
the  information  I  had  of  the  steamer  Oreto ,  and  the  measures  I  had 
taken  to  capture  her. 

The  latest  information  from  Havana  is  that  she  left  that  place  on 
the  1st  instant  in  a  leaky  condition  and  with  the  yellow  fever  on  board. 
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It  was  believed  by  Mr.  Shufeldt  that  she  would  attempt  no  attack 
upon  our  commerce,  but  make  the  best  of  her  way  to  some  Southern 
port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  G. 


Appointment  from  the  Secretary  off  he  Navy  to  Commodore  Lardner , 
U.  S.  Navy,  as  acting  rear-admiral  while  commanding  East  Gulf 
oquadron. 

Navy  Department,  September  15,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  an  acting  rear-admiral  to  take  effect 
tiom  the  16th  July,  1862,  and  to  continue  until  the  expiration  of  your 
present  command. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

...  .  T  T  Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Kear-Admiral  James  L.  Lardner, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 


I  lagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  September  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron: 


Name. 


STEAMERS. 

1.  San  Jacinto _ 


Commander. 


Comdr.  W.  Ronckendorff . 
Mercedita .  Comdr.  H.S.Stellwagen.. 


3.  Quaker  City 


4.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

5.  Somerset . 

6.  Sagamore . 

7.  Tahoma . 

8.  Fort  Henry . 

9.  Young  Rover _ 

10.  Huntsville . 

11.  Penguin . ] 

12.  R.  R,  Cuyler . 


13.  Magnolia  . 


Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey 


Comdr.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Lt.  G.  A.  Bigelow . 

Lt.Comdg.J.C.  Howell . " 

Actg.  Lt.  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . 

Act.  Mast.  I.  B.  Studley . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers 
Lt.  Comdg.  J.  C.  Williamson 
Comdr.  F.  Winslow . 


Lt.  Comdg.  J.  H.  Spotts  . 


Class  and  station. 


Sent  to  Boston,  Aug.  1,  with  yellow 
fever  on  board. 

Sailed  July  28  to  New  York  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Sent  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs  of 
boilers. 

Sent  to  Ship  Island  for  coal. 

Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew’s  Bar. 

\  isiting  all  the  blockading  stations 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Key  West.  Yellow  fever  on  board. 

Blockading  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Sailed  Aug,  20  for  Providence  Chan¬ 
nel. 

Key  West. 


SAILING  VESSELS. 

14.  St.  Lawrence  . . . 

15.  Bain  bridge . 

16.  Ethan  Allen  .!!!" 

17.  Kingfisher. 

18.  J.  L.  Davis . ['/. 

19.  Pursuit . 

20.  Amanda . 

21.  Wanderer . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Comdr.  T.  M.  Brasher . 

Aet.Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  Wm.  B.  Eaton! 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  P.  Couthouy 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  John  West . .'. 


Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg,  David  Cate. . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  G.  E.  Welch  . 
Act.  Mast.  E.  S.  Turner . 


Frigate.  Flagship;  Key  West. 

Brig.  Ordered  to  Aspinwall. 

Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 
Bark.  Supplying  squadron  with 
stores  and  provisions. 

Bark  Cruising  between  Tortugas 
and  Cape  San  Bias. 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

Schooner.  Cape  Sable  and  Florida 
Reef. 
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Name. 

Commander. 

Class  and  station. 

SAILING  VESSELS^COTlt’d. 

22.  J.  S.  Chambers . 

23.  Samuel  Rotan . 

Act.  Mast.  D.  F.  Mosman . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Kenni- 

Cruising  between  Tortugas  and  Cuba. 
Schooner.  Apalachicola. 

24.  Beauregard . 

25.  National  Guard . 

26.  Eugenie . 

son. 

Act.  Mast.  W.  A.  Arthur . 

Act.  Mast.  Wm.  Lee  Hays . 

Act.  Mast.  S.  F.  Holbrook . 

Schooner.  Tampa  Bay. 

Ship.  Sent  to  New  York  for  repairs. 
Crew’s  time  out. 

Schooner.  Guard  ship;  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Gardner, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ilowell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TI.  S.  S. 

Tahoma ,  regarding  the  death  from  yellow  fever  of  Acting  Master 

Hurley ,  ZZ  /S'.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  September  18,  186%. 

Sir:  1  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report  to  you  the  melancholy  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  death  of  Acting  Master  Henry  Hurley,  of  this  vessel, 
who  died  of  yellow  fever  at  meridian  September  17,  instant.  I  went 
into  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  burying  him.  He  is  interred 
on  the  most  eastern  bluff  of  Hurricane  Island,  and  a  headboard  with 
his  name,  rank,  and  date  of  decease  (the  letters  cut  in)  marks  his  grave. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  no  other  case  of  fever  has  yet  appeared. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 

Commander. 

Commodore  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Squadron. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by — 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
arrival  at  Key  West  of  the  IT.  S.  bark  Roebuck. 

No.  107.1  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  September)'  19,  186%. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  to-day  of  the  bark 
Roebuck ,  Acting  Master  John  Sherrill  in  command,  to  join  this 
squadron. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  transfer  of  command  for  the  TJ.  S.  bark  Ethan 
Allen. 

Navy  Department,  September  19,  186%. 
Sir:  Commander  Trenchard,  of  the  Rhode  Island ,  lias  been  directed 
by  the  Department,  upon  falling  in  with  the  bark  Ethan  Allen ,  to 
deliver  an  order  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eaton,  detaching 
him  from  the  command  of  that  vessel,  and  also  giving  him  authority, 
if  he  desires  it,  to  bring  to  the  North  with  him  the  executive  officer  of 
the  Ethan  Allen.  Acting  Master  I.  A.  Pennell,  now  on  board  the 
Rhode  Island ,  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Eaton. 

•1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Rlockdg.  Squadron. ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Larimer, 

U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  interdiction  of  all  traffic  with  the  blockaded 

country. 

Navy  Department,  September  2f,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  allow  no  vessel  to  import  or  export  merchandise  at 
any  port  of  the  blockaded  country.  Key  West  is  the  onlv  open  port 
for  general  traffic  within  the  limits  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  JBlockading 
Squadron. 

You  will  not  regard  what  are  called  “  permits ”  from  any  officer 
except  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy  as  authorizing  the 
ingress  or  egress  of  any  vessel  in  violation  of  the  blockade. 

There  must  be  no  favoritism  or  license  given  to  any  one  or  more  of 
our  countrymen  to  traffic  within  the  blockaded  region  or  to  import  or 
export  merchandise.  That  would  be  justly  considered  evasive  of  the 
blockade  and  in  bad  faith. 

No  officer  of  the  Army  or  Navy  is  authorized  to  grant  permits,  and 
you  will  seize  all  vessels  engaged  in  illegal  traffic. 

Such  vessels  as  are  under  the  authority  of  the  War  or  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  may  be  engaged  to  carry  supplies  to  the  Army  or  Navy,  but  will 
take  no  return  cargo.  The  blockade  is  intended  to  interdict  all  trade 
whatsoever  with  the  country  blockaded  during  its  continuance  and 
should  be  rigidly  enforced. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  James  L.  Lardner, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  Nest,  Fla. 


Repo'll  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
capture  of  the  British  schooner  Isabel. 

No-  118>]  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  September  29, 1862. 

Sir:  I  report  the  capture  of  the  English  schooner  Isabel  (provisional 
register),  a  few  days  out  from  St.  Marks  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  by 
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the  bark  J.  L.  Davis ,  Acting  Master  John  West,  and  sent  to  this  port 
for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  October  2,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron: 


Name. 


Commander. 


Class  and  station. 


STEAMERS. 


1.  San  Jacinto . 

2.  Mercedita . 

3.  Quaker  City . 

4.  Santiago  de  Cuba 

5.  Somerset . 

0.  Sagamore . 

7.  Tahoma _ _ 

8.  Fort  Henry . 

9.  Young  Rover _ 

10.  Huntsville . 

11.  Penguin . 

12.  R.  R.  Cuyler . 

13.  Magnolia . 

14.  Dacotah _ - 


SAILING  VESSELS. 


Comdr.  W.  Ronckendorff . . 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Stellwagen . 

Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Comdr.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Lt.  Comdg.  G.  A.  Bigelow . 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.  C.  Howell . 

Act.  Lt.  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . . . 

Act.  Mast.  I.  B.  Studley . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers. . 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Comdr.  F.  Winslow . 

Lt.  Comdg.  J.H.Spotts . 

Comdr.  J.  P.  McKinstry . 


Sent  to  Boston  Aug.  1  with  yellow 
fever  on  board. 

Sailed  July  28  to  New  York  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Sent  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs  to 
boilers. 

Cruising  off  Tortugas  and  coast  of 
Cuba. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Key  West. 

Blockading  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Key  West,  coaling. 

Cruising  on  coast  of  Cuba  between 
Havana,  Bahia  Honda,  and  Tor¬ 
tugas. 


15.  St.  Lawrence 

16.  Bainbridge  . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck. 
Comdr.  T.  M.  Brasher 


17.  Ethan  Allen 

18.  Kingfisher . . 

19.  J.  L. Davis... 


Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  Wm.  B.  Eaton 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  P.  Couthouy 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  West . 


20.  Pursuit  .. 

21.  Amanda  . 

22.  Roebuck. 

23.  Wanderer 


Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Cate . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  G.  E.  Welch  . . 

Act.  Mast.  J.  Sherrill . 

Act.  Mast.  E.  S.  Turner . 


24.  J.  S.  Chambers 


Act.  Mast.  L.  Nickerson 


25.  Samuel  Rotan.. 

26.  Beauregard - 

27.  Eugenie . 

28.  National  Guard 


Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Kenni- 
son. 

Act.  Mast.  W.  A.  Arthur . 

Act.  Mast.  S.  F.  Holbrook . 

Act.  Mast.  Wm.  Lee  Hays . 


Frigate.  Flagship;  Key  West. 

Brig.  Order  sent  to  her  to  go  to 
Aspinwall. 

Bark.  Ordered  to  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Bark.  Supplying  the  squadron  with 
stores  and  provisions. 

Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  BlockadingSt.George’sSound. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  Cape 
Sable  and  Florida  Reef. 

Schooner.  Ordered  in  search  of  Bain¬ 
bridge. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew’s. 

Schooner.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Guard  ship:  Key  West. 

Ship.  Sent  to  New  York  for  repairs. 
Crew’s  time  out. 


Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  v  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  (jIdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
destruction  of  salt  works  at  St.  Andrew'’ s  and  at  St.  Joseph's  bays. 


No.  122.] 


Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  October  2,  1862. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  salt  works  of  the  rebels  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Bay,  capable  of  making-  216  bushels  of  salt  per  day,  were 
destroyed  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Bigelow,  of  the  Sagamore,  on 
the  11th  *  of  September  last. 

The  salt  works  at  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  estimated  of  capacity  to  make 
200  bushels  of  salt  a  day,  were  destroyed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding- 
Cou tli ouy,  of  the  Kingfisher,  on  the  8th*  of  September. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Expeditions  for  the  destruction  of  salt  works  on  the  Fernandina  Rail¬ 
road,  October  J  and  6,  1862. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

regarding  first  expedition. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Somerset, 
Cedar  Keys ,  October  7,  1862. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

Having  received  reliable  information  that  most  all  the  rebel  troops 
•stationed  at  No.  4  (the  present  terminus  of  the  Fernandina  Railroad) 
had  been  sent  away,  and  knowing  they  had  very  extensive  salt  works 
theie,  1  belt  it  my  duty  to  destroy  them,  if  possible.  Accordingly,  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  I  took  position  with  this  vessel  as  close 
as  the  draft  of  water  would  admit;  threw  some  dozen  shells,  when 
they  hoisted  the  white  flag.  Dispatched  the  boats  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Dennison  with  instructions  to  destroy  all  the  salt  works  that 
could  be  found.  _  He  had  succeeded  in  demolishing  quite  a  number 
without  any  resistance.  Upon  arriving  at  the  place  where  the  white 
flag  was  flying  he  found  the  works  to  be  very  large.  Seeing  several 
women  at  the  house,  he  could  not  fire.  No  sooner,  however,  had  his 
men  gotten  out  of  the  boats  to  destrov  the  works  thnn  tWr  wo™  r™u 


*  See  log  extracts  under  dates. 
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bushels  per  da}’,  and  from  all  the  information  I  can  obtain  from  con¬ 
trabands  they  were  making  at  least  150  bushels  every  twenty-four 
hours,  working  night  and  day. 

Enclosed  I  send  the  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the  casualties  of  the 
4th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  James  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Report  of  casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

Off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla. ,  October  J,  1862. 

Sir:  i  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  action  of  to-day 
in  the  destruction  of  the  salt  works  at  Station  No.  4:  Killed,  none. 
Wounded  dangerously,  2. 

1.  Henry  Everett,  captain  of  after  guard,  wounded  in  four  places 
with  buckshot;  one  entering  the  abdomen,  below  the  umbilicus,  one 
passing  through  the  left  thigh,  one  lodging  in  the  left  ankle,  and  one 
in  the  right  arm. 

2.  Randolph  Cooke,  seaman;  wounded  in  the  throat,  a  shot  passing 
through  the  larynx  and  oesophagus  into  the  left  side  of  the  neck. 

Wounded  severely,  4. 

1.  James  O’Neill,  seaman;  wounded  in  four  places  with  buckshot, 
two  passing  through  the  left  thigh,  one  through  the  left  arm  near  the 
wrist,  and  one  striking  the  chest  without  penetrating. 

2.  Willis  H.  Hines,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  left  arm,  a 
musket  ball  passing  the  deltoid  muscle. 

3.  John  Willard,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  right  arm,  a  buck¬ 
shot  passing  through  the  forearm,  between  the  radius  and  ulna. 

4.  Thomas  Wilson,  first  ordinary  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the 
left  arm,  a  buckshot  passing  nearly  through  the  deltoid  muscle. 

Wounded  slightly,  2. 

1.  William  E.  Dennison,  acting  master  and  executive  officer;  struck 
on  the  right  hip  by  a  spent  ball. 

2.  Frederick  Block;  struck  on  the  forehead  by  a  spent  buckshot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  J.  Draper, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma,  transmitting 

report  regarding  second  expedition. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys ,  October  ij,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
4th  of  October,  instant,  having  touched  at  Tampa  Bay  and  delivered 
the  dispatches  with  which  I  was  charged. 
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I  found  the  U.  S.  S.  Somerset  at  anchor  otf  Depot  Key.  A  boat  was 
sent  to  me  to  report  that  in  an  attack  on  some  salt  works  15  men  of 
the  Somerset ,  under  the  executive  officer,  had  been  fired  upon  from  a 
house,  in  front  of  which  two  or  three  women  were  walking-,  and  from 
whose  top  a  large  white  flag  was  flying,  and  7  of  the  15  wounded.  The 
force  was  obliged  to  return  without  accomplishing  all  their  work.  I 
determined  to  fit  out  a  strong  expedition — to  send  men  enough  to  over¬ 
come  all  opposition. 

The  rebels  here  needed  a  lesson  and  they  have  had  it. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman’s 
report  for  particulars.  In  the  two  expeditions  between  50  and  60 
boilers  were  destroyed.  The  houses  were  burned  on  account  of  the 
treacherous  use  made  of  them  on  October  4.  Credit  is  due  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Crosman,  in  charge  of  the  combined  expedition,  and  to 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer  Dennison,  of  the  Somerset ,  in 
charge  of  the  Somerset1  s  boats,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  both 
vessels  for  the  successful  issue.  A  large  amount  of  property  was 
destroyed  and  not  a  man  was  injured  on  our  side.  It  is  said  that  the 
salt  works  destroyed  were  capable  of  making  150  bushels  of  salt  per 
diem. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  proceedings  of  two  summary  courts- 
martial.  The  sentences  arc  light  enough,  in  my  judgment. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  bad.  It  is  now  quite 
cool  and  the  weather  still  unsettled. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Kear-Admiral  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Co7)imanding  U.  S.  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding-  second  expedition. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Off  Sea  Horse  Key ,  October  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6th 
instant,  an  expedition  left  the  harbor  for  the  purpose  of  demolishing 
some  salt  works  of  the  rebels  upon  the  mainland.  The  expedition 
consisted  of  four  boats  from  this  ship  and  four  from  the  U.  S.  S. 
Somerset ,  numbering  in  all  111  men.  Two  of  the  boats  had  howitzers. 
Twenty  or  thirty  armed  guerrillas  were  put  to  flight  by  the  shell,  shrap¬ 
nel,  and  canister  with  which  the  houses,  woods,  and  underbrush  were 
searched;  then  the  small-arms  men  landed,  deployed  as  skirmishers  on 
each  flank  of  the  guns,  and  the  working  parties  destroyed  the  boilers, 
which  were  of  various  shapes  and  curious  construction.  The  houses 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  were  fired  and  the  boats  proceeded  to  the 
next  station.  Here  the  boats  covered  the  working  parties  and  no 
small-arms  men  were  landed.  It  was  necessary  to  put  howitzer’s  shell 
through  two  very  thick  cast-iron  and  two  strong  wrought-iron  boilers- 
the  buildings  were  then  burned.  Just  after  leaving  this  latter  place 
the  cars  came  in,  and  probably  brought  a  reinforcement,  as  people  on 
shore  yelled  and  shouted,  and  fired  some  20  shots  at  the  boats.  From 
the  sound  I  judged  them  to  be  Minie  or  Enfield  rifle  bullets.  None  of 
them,  however,  struck  any  of  the  men,  nor  would  they  have  done  any 
harm,  as  the  distance  was  too  great. 
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The  expedition  was  entirely  successful,  destroyed  some  28  boilers, 
burned  to  the  ground  all  the  buildings  within  reach,  besides  two  up 
on  Way  Key;  no  confusion  was  exhibited  in  landing,  nor  was  there 
any  departure  from  the  instructions  given  prior  to  it;  no  useless 
expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  no  one  hurt. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  in  Command  of  Expedition. 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Gunboat  Tahoma ,  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Blake ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 

tJ.  S.  8.  R.  R.  Cuylet ■,  regarding  the  departure  of  that  vessel  for  sea. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cutler, 

Portsmouth ,  October  7,  186 it. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  vessel 
under  my  command  proceeded  to  sea  this  day  in  accordance  with  the 
letter  of  instructions  of  the  27th  instant,  directed  to  her  late  com¬ 
mander,  Lieutenant  Commanding  William  C.  West. 

I  also  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  her  officers  and  crew. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Blake, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
dispatching  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Young  Rover  to  Philadelphia  for 
repairs. 

No.  134.1  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  October  9,  1862. 

Sir:  The  machinery  of  the  purchased  screw  steamer  Young  Royer 
requiring  extensive  repairs  and  the  terms  of  service  of  her  crew  having 
expired  more  than  a  month  ago,  I  have  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for 
repairs  and  a  new  crew. 

She  also  takes  home  some  invalids  and  a  number  of  men  from  the 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
dispatching  of  the  TJ.  8.  bark  Kingfisher  to  Boston. 


No.  136.] 


Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  October  11,  1862. 


Sir:  The  terms  of  enlistment  of  the  Lying  fisher’s  crew  having  expired 
for  some  time,  and  symptoms  of  scurvy  prevailing  among  them,  I  have 
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ordered  the  commander  of  that  vessel  to  Boston,  and  to  report  to  the 
Department  upon  his  arrival. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Hear- Admiral ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington, ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  British  vice-consul  at  Key  West  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy ,  acknowledging  valuable  aid  rendered  to  the  British  bark  Tele¬ 
graph. 


British  Vice -Consulate, 

Key  West ,  October  If  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  very  humane  and  valuable  service 
rendered  at  sea  by  the  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridge ,  Lieutenant  D.  Lynch, 
commanding,  to  the  British  bark  Telegraph ,  Captain  John  Lee,  which 
vessel  was  boarded  by  the  Bainbridge  in  latitude  23°  34',  longitude 
84°  16',  the  crew  being  sick  and  unable  to  do  any  duty,  and  the  captain 
hardly  able  to  stand  up. 

The  commander  of  the  Bainbridge ,  after  relieving  the  sick,  put  a 
crew  on  board  and  accompanied  her  to  this  port,  but  for  which,  the 
captain  informs  me,  the  vessel  would  undoubtedly  have  been  lost  and 
the  crew  suffered  severely. 

I  shall  at  an  early  day  inform  the  British  Government  of  this  act  of 
promptness  and  humanity. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

R.  W.  Welch, 

British  Vice-  Consxd. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  October  15,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron: 


Name. 

Commander. 

STEAMERS. 

1.  Tahoma . . 

Comdr.  .T.  C.  Howell _ 

2.  Magnolia . 

Com  dr.  J.  H.  Spotts  . . 

3.  Penguin . 

4.  Somerset . 

5  Sagamore . 

6.  Port  Henry . 

Act.  Lt.Comdg.E.Y.  McCauley _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers . . 

7.  Huntsville . 

8.  Young  Rover . 

9.  Port  Royal . 

Lt,  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Class  and  station. 


Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Visiting  squadron  with  supplies. 
Blockading  Charlotte  Harbor. 
Blockading  West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Blockading,  ordered  from  West  Pass, 
Apalachicola. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 
Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Ordered  Oct.  11  to  Philadelphia  for 
repairs.  Crew’s  time  out. 

At  Key  West  repairing. 


United  States  Brig  Bainbridge. 
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Name. 


Commander. 


Class  and  station. 


SAILING  VESSELS. 

10.  St.  Lawrence . 

11.  Ethan  Allen . 

12.  Kingfisher . 

13.  J.  L.  Davis . 

14.  Pursuit . 

15.  Amanda . 

16.  Roebuck . 

17.  Wanderer . 

18.  J.S.  Chambers _ 

19.  Samuel  Rotan _ 

20.  Beauregard . 

21.  Eugenie . . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Act.  Mast.  I.  A.  Pennell . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  P.  Couthouy 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  J.  West . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Cate  . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  G.  E.  Welch. . . 

Act.  Mast.  J.  Sherrill . 

Act.  Mast.  E.  S.  Turner . 

Act.  Mast.  L.  Nickerson . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Kennison 

Act.  Mast.  W.  A.  Arthur . 

Act.  Mast.  S.  F.  Holbrook . 


Frigate.  Flagship;  Key  West. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Bark.  Ordered  north.  Crew’s  time 
out  and  scurvy  on  board. 

Bark.  Supplying  squadron  with 
stores  and  provisions. 

Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  BlockadingSt.George'sSound. 
East  Pass. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew's  Bay. 

Schooner.  Blockading  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  Blockading  St.  Andrew’s 
Bay. 

Schooner.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Guard  ship;  Key  West. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Findlay  Schenck, 

Commander ,  for  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Me  Cauley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expe¬ 
dition  in  Apalachicola  River  for  the  capture  of  sloop  G.  L.  Brocken- 
borough. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

St.  George's  Sound ,  Fla. ,  October  id,  186%. 
Sir:  A  second  reconnoi.ssance  up  the  Apalachicola  Biver  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  the  sloop  G.  L.  Broclcenborough.  Yesterday  the  boats 
of  this  vessel  discovered  her  in  a  creek  some  distance  up  from  the 
town.  Upon  signaling,  the  Sagamore  sent  her  launch  armed  with 
howitzer,  which  cleared  the  banks  of  the  river  of  the  guerrillas. 

I  regret  to  say  that  on  passing  the  town  of  Apalachicola  fire  was 
opened  on  the  boats  by  a  set  of  miscreants  from  amid  a  crowd  of  women 
and  children.  I  am  happy  to  commend  Acting  Master  Babson,  in 
charge  of  the  Sagamore’s  launch,  for  not  returning  the  fire.  On 
rounding  the  point  a  fire  of  musketry  was  kept  up  on  the  boats  from 
behind  houses,  fences,  etc.  This  was  returned  by  our  boats,  and  two 
of  the  assailants  were  seen  to  fall.  The  fire  was  kept  up  and  returned 
by  our  boats,  until  the  sloop  was  grounded  on  the  bar.  Several  of 
our  men  were  hit,  but  none  wounded,  while  the  boats,  bored  through 
and  through,  attested  the  shortness  of  the  range. 

W7e  found  the  sloop  scuttled.  She  was  brought  out  with  61  bales 
of  cotton  on  board.  I  have  brought  her  down  to  the  anchorage.  As 
soon  as  she  is  raised  I  will  send  her  to  Key  West.  Two  men  who  were 
found  on  board,  one  of  whom  professes  to  be  her  captain,  the  other  a 
Southern  gentleman  professing  lojMty  to  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment,  but  whose  statements  my  information  proves  untrue,  I  will 
reland  near  Apalachicola.  Their  anxiety  to  get  to  Havana  inclines  me 
to  believe  that  they  are  a  pair  of  emissaries  seeking  to  gain  transpor¬ 
tation  by  this  means. 

n  w  r— vol  17 - 21 
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The  J.  L.  Davis  has  supplied  us  with  two  months’  provisions,  to  end 
the  8th  of  December.  I  have  on  board  thirty  days’  coal,  at  my  average 
rate  of  consumption. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  my  commendation  of  the  manner  in  which 
Acting  Master  R.  B.  Smith  conducted  the  expedition  which  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  the  sloop.  To  his  care  and  foresight  I  am  indebted 
for  the  result  accomplished  without  any  loss.  Acting  Master  Edwin 
Babson,  of  the  Sagamore ,  led  the  advance  and  covered  the  retreat  of  the 
boats  with  his  howitzer  in  a  manner  that  promises  well  for  his  efficiency 
should  he  be  ever  more  seriously  engaged.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Bigelow  has  consented  to  receive  on  board,  for  passage  to  Key  West, 
a  refugee,  wife  and  child,  loyalists,  evading  Southern  conscription. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Eastern  Gulf. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Bigelow,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore ,  regarding  tlie  capture  of  the  schooner  Frances  of 

Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Carysfort  Reef  Light,  Fla.  (distant  16  miles),  October  S3, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  .honor  to  inform  you  that  at  8  a.  m.  of  this  date  a 
small  sail  was  discovered  to  the  eastward,  distant  5  miles.  Bore  down 
upon  her,  hoisted  the  ensign  and  tired  a  gun,  which  brought  her  to. 
Sent  Acting  Master  William  Fales  on  board  her,  who  reported  her  as 
the  schooner  Frances,  of  and  from  Nassau,  bound  to  Belize,  Honduras, 
with  a  cargo  of  salt,  powder,  gin,  dry  goods,  cotton  cards,  rum, 
and  nails;  3  in  her  crew;  Captain  E.  F.  Rich;  owned  by  Robert 
Ennings;  T  tons  burden.  The  vessel  having  no  visible  name,  her 
cargo  being  contraband,  her  position  suspicious  (7  miles  from  Carys¬ 
fort  Reef  when  first  seen,  and  twenty  days  from  Nassau),  and  her 
papers  deficient,  I  sent  her  to  Key  West  under  charge  of  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mate  Franklin  E.  Ford  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Bigelow, 

Lieutenant -  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Willcomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Stars  and  Stripes,  of  arrival  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Off  Fey  West ,  October  2J,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  my  orders  of  September  29,  I  have  this  day 
reported  to  Rear-Admiral  J.  L.  Lardner  for  duty  in  the  Eastern  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 

tt  „  Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Repoi't  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy ,  U.  S.  Navy,  reguest¬ 
ing  instructions  regarding  the  disposition  of  refugees. 

U.  S.  Bark  Kingfisher, 

Boston  Harbor ,  October  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  your  instructions  in  regard  to  the  dis¬ 
position  of  James  Duff  and  James  Alen  Smith,  refugees,  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  and  late  residents  of  Columbus,  who  were  received 
on  board  this  ship  at  St.  Joseph's  Bay,  Fla.,  on  24th  September  last. 
They  are  both  mechanics,  and  were  employed  up  to  the  time  of  their 
escape  in  the  rebel  Government  foundry  at  Columbus,  Duff  having 
been,  as  he  states,  foreman  of  the  molding  shop.  They  represent 
themselves  as  having  run  away  to  avoid  being  compelled  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  flag  under  which  they  were  born,  and  have  duly  sub¬ 
scribed  the  oath  of  allegiance  (which  will  be  found  herewith  enclosed), 
and  I  have  observed  nothing  in  them  that  would  lead  me  to  question 
the  loyalty  they  profess. 

These  persons  report  that  the  destruction  of  the  extensive  steam 
salt  works  in  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Fla.,*  on  the  8th  ultimo,  by  this  vessel, 
was  a  heavy  blow  to  the  rebels,  and  created  great  excitement  through¬ 
out  Georgia  and  Florida,  these  works  having  been  the  main  source  on 
which  those  States  relied  for  a  supply  of  salt  for  the  winter’s  provisions 
for  their  troops,  and  that  it  was  a  greater  injury  to  the  rebels  than  if 
we  had  captured  20,000  prisoners.  They  state  that  the  capital  actually 
invested  in  the  works  by  the  company  conducting  them  was  $20,000, 
which  is  of  course  a  dead  loss,  in  addition  to  which  they  lost  during 
our  stay  11  able-bodied  contrabands  taken  on  board  this  vessel.  The 
particulars  of  this  affair  were  given  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  J.  L. 
Gardner,  commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron,  in  my  report  to  him  of 
9th  ultimo.  Being  where  I  could  not  receive  any  instructions  under 
a  long  time,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  these  works 
were  furnishing  the  rebels  with  $60,000  worth  of  an  article  of  primary 
necessity  every  month,  to  take  the  responsibility  upon  myself  of 
destroying  them  without  waiting  for  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  P.  Gouthouy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City ,  JJ.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  II.  S.  Navy ,  announcing 

the  interdiction  of  trade. 


No.  145.] 


Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  October  27,  1862. 


Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  directing  me  to  “allow  no  vessel  to  import,  or  export  mer¬ 
chandise  at  any  port  of  the  blockaded  country,”  and  stating  that  Key 
West  is  the  only  open  port  for  general  traffic  within  the  limits  ot  tlie 
Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.” 


*See  p.  316, 
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,  J eP<?r(- theblockad®  is  believed  to  be  rigidly  enforced  and  all 
txade  whatever  with  the  country  interdicted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servent, 

A  r,  .  .  „  J.  L.  LiARDNER. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G 


Eep^t  of  L^tenant-Cmnnmn^  Bigelm,,,  TJ.  S.  Nam,,  commanding 

of  LLyzors:zrJ::g  the  cavture 

t  t  t-..  JrT-  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

■iJ  Indian  River  Inlet ,  Florida ,  October  28,  1862. 

+  :  d  i^ve  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  thu  dav  T 
EagiS1  ®ch°oner  Trier,  of  Nassau,  from  Green  Turtle 
Caj ,  and  cleared  for  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  When  first  discovprpd  qLp 
vas  standing  in  for  the  land,  but  kept  away  on  seeing  this  vessel  '  She 
carried  no  license  from  the  American  consul,  and  I  therefore  seized 
hei  and  sent  her  to  Key  W est  for  adjudication.  Her  caro-0  consists  of 

let  ancff  boxes  oV^  *  «“*■  2  “ 

^  heTn  boarded  she  was  6  miles  east  of  Indian  River  Inlet. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  A.  Bigeloav, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Secretary  of  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington,  D.  (J. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

aTT> .  T  u  . ,  !  ^ey  VLsI,  November  1,  1862. 

of  this  squadron:6  ' t0  ^P01^  th^’espective  stations  of  the  vessels 


Name. 


STEAMERS. 

1.  Tahoma . 

2.  Magnolia . 

3.  Penguin . 

4.  Somerset . ’ 

5.  Sagamore . .  . 

6.  Port  Henry . . 

7.  Huntsville . 

8.  Port  Royal . 

9.  Stars  and  Stripes 


Commander. 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Howell . 

Comdr.  J.  H.  Spotts . i  I 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Lt.  Comdg.  A.  F.  Crosman  . 

Lt.  Comdg.  E.  English . 

Actg.  Lt  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley. 
Actg.Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers 
Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris 
Actg.  Mast.  Comdg.  C.  L.  wilYcomb' 


Class  and  station. 


Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Reports  boilers  and smoke- 

been 'ordered  °Ut  A  SUrvey  has 
Blockading  Charlotte  Harbor 
Blockading  Apalachicola 
JUrSLrfQtj,lr2®d  from  Jupiter  Inlet  and 
pi1,  ?-  Rlver  Wlth  two  small  prizes 
Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Ley  West.  Coaling. 

Key  West.  Repairing. 

RofaBa^7  f°r  Tampa  and  APalach- 
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Name. 


Commander. 


SAILING  VESSELS. 


Class  and  station. 


10.  St.  Lawrence  .. 

11.  Ethan  Allen  . . . 

12.  J.  L.  Davis . 

13.  Pursuit . 

14.  Amanda . 

15.  Roebuck . . 

1(5.  Wanderer . 

17.  J.  S.  Chambers 

18.  Samuel  Rotan  . 

19.  Beauregard _ 

20.  Eugenie . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Actg.  Mast.  Comdg.  I.  A.  Pennell  . . 
Actg.  Mast.  J.  West . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Cate . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  G.  E.  Welch  . 

Actg.  Mast.  Comdg.  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Mast.  Comdg.  E.  S.  Turner . . . 
Actg.  Mast.  Comdg.  L.  Nickerson . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Ken- 
nison. 

Actg.  Mast.  Comdg.  W.  A.  Arthur . . 
Actg.  Mast.  Comdg.  S.  F.  Holbrook . 


Frigate,  Flagship;  Key  West. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Bark.  Key  West,  taking  in  coal  and 
provisions  for  blockading  vessels. 

Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  BlockadingSt.  George’ s' Sound, 
East  pass. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Schooner.  Blockading  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  Key  West,  in  want  of  re¬ 
pairs. 

Schooner.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Guardship;  Key  West. ' 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  detaching  him  from  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 
and  granting  leave  of  absence. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  November  J,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo  requesting  to  be  detached  from 
the  command  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  in  consequence 
of  ill  health  has  been  received,  and  the  Department  informs  you  that 
Commodore  T.  Bailey  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  you  from  your  com¬ 
mand,  and  upon  his  reporting  you  will  transfer  to  him  all  public  papers, 
unexecuted  orders,  etc.,  pertaining  to  the  squadron  and  will  regard 
yourself  as  detached  from  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
with  a  leave  of  absence  until  your  health  is  sufficiently  restored  for  the 
performance  of  duty. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  James  L.  Lardner, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bailey ,  TJ  S.  Navy , 
to  'proceed  to  relieve  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner ,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
command  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  November  J,  1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  naval 
station  at  Sacketts  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  and  you  will  proceed  with  all  con¬ 
venient  dispatch  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  on  your  arrival  relieve  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Lardner  from  the  command  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron.  After  assuming  command  you  will  regard  yourself 
as  acting  rear-admiral,  to  continue  while  in  command  of  the  squadron. 
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Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner  has  been  instructed  to  transfer  to 
you  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  Theodorus  Bailey, 

U.  S.  Navy ,  Sacketts  Harbor ,  N.  Y. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bailey ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  orders  to 
proceed  to  the  command  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Natal  Station,  Sacketts  Harbor, 

November  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  3d  instant,  detaching  me  from  the  command  of  this  naval  station 
and  ordering  me  to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  relieve  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Lardner  from  the  command  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

I  am  closing  the  accounts  of  this  navy  yard  with  all  dispatch  and 
will  proceed  as  directed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  . 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

-  Key  West,  November  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  respective  stations  of  the  vessels 
of  this  squadron: 


Name. 


Commander. 


Class  and  station. 


STEAMERS. 


1.  Tahoma . 

2.  Magnolia . 

3.  Penguin . 

4.  Somerset . 

5.  Sagamore . 

6.  Fort  Henry . 

7.  Huntsville . 

8.  Port  Royal . 

9.  Stars  and  Stripes. . 

SAILING  VESSELS. 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Howell . 

Comdr.  J.  H.  Spotts . 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Act.Lt.  Comdg.  E.Y.  McCauley _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Act.  Mast.  Comdg.  C.  L.  Willcomb. . 


Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Blockading  Charlotte  Harbor. 
Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  coaling. 
Blockading  Apalachicola. 
Cruising  off  Tortugas. 
Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  repairing. 


10.  St.  Lawrence  . 

11.  Ethan  Allen  . . 

12.  J.  L.  Davis _ 

13.  Pursuit . 

14.  Amanda . 

15  Roebuck . 

16.  Wanderer . 

17.  J.  S.  Chambers 

18.  Samuel  Rotan  , 

19.  Beauregard _ 

20.  Eugenie . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Act.  Mast.  Comdg.  I.  A.  Pennell 

Act.  Mast.  Comdg.  J.  West . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Cate  . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  G.  E.  Welch . . . 

Act.  Mast.  Comdg.  J.  Sherrill . 

Act.  Mast.  Comdg.  E.  S.  Turner . 

Act.  Mast.  Comdg.  L.  Nickerson _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Kenni- 
son. 

Act.  Mast.  W.  A.  Arthur . . 

Act. Mast. Mate  W.  McClintock..k 


Frigate.  Flagship:  Key  West. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 
Bark.  Key  West. 

Blockading  Tampa  Bav. 

Bark.  Ordered  to  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Bark.  Blockading  St.  Marks. 
Schooner.  Blockading  St.  Andrew’s. 
Schooner.  Blockading  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  Sent  to  Philadelphia  for 
repairs. 

Schooner.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 
Schooner.  Guardship;  Key  West. 


V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  .  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U  8.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  IT.  8.  8.  Huntsville,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of 
the  Confederate  schooner  Ariel. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Tortugas  Island ,  November  15,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  captured  last  evening, 
in  latitude  2i°  33'  N.,  longitude  83°  57'  W.,  the  Confederate  schooner 
Ariel ,  of  Mobile,  and  bound  from  Havana  to  the  former  port,  with  an 
assorted  cargo  of  lead,  tin,  wines,  coffee,  cigars,  medicines,  etc. 

She  ran  the  blockade  of  Mobile,  October  11,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton 
under  the  command  of  a  man  named  Chesley  (some  time  since  captured 
in  the  steamer  Swan). 

She  has  a  Confederate  register,  and  I  send  her  to  Key  West  for 
condemnation. 

Schooner  and  cargo  cost  in  Havana  about  $12,000. 

Please  find  enclosed  complete  list  of  officers  and  muster  roll  of  the 
crew  at  this  date. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Huntsville. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner ,  IT  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
purchase  of  the  sloop  G.  L.  Brockenborough for  sum  named  by  prize 
court. 

No.  159.1  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  November  15,  1862. 

Sir:  The  sloop  G.  L.  Brockenborough ,  lately  captured  with  a  load 
of  cotton  at  Apalachicola  by  the  acting  lieutenant  commanding, 
McCauley,  who  reports  her  as  being  a  most  serviceable  vessel  to  assist 

the  blockade  in  the  extensive  shallow  waters  of  the  bay . 

I  have  taken  her  for  the  Government  at  the  appraisement  ot  the 
court,  $900,  and  fitted  her  with  a  rifled  howitzer  and  galley. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Gardner, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Crocker,  U.  8.  Nauy,  regarding  the  capture 
of  the  British  schooner  Maria  and  Confederate  schooner  Course. 

U.  S.  S.  Kensington, 
Pensacola  Bay,  November  25,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  12th  instant  the  British  schooner  Maria,  from  Belize, 
Honduras,  and  on  the  11th  instant  the  Confederate  schooner  Goto, 
from  Havana,  were  taken  in  the  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  at  Sabine 
Pass,  and  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  The  vessels  assisting  at 
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the  capture  were  the  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman,  Acting  Master 
Hooper  in  command,  and  the  prize  schooner  Velocity  and  prize  steamer 
Van,  both  manned  by  a  part  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  but 
at  that  time  temporarily  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Hooper  as 
senior  officer. 

*  *****  # 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederick  Crocker, 

TT  „  w  Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Hideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Comma, ndetr  English,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  A  A  Sagamore  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Agnes  and  sloop  Ellen. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Coast  of  Florida,  November  29 ,  1862. 

■  f  +  t!1C  ^01nor  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  24-th 

uwm1  ;!e  K0atr  to,  this  vessel  captured,  in  Indian  Fiver, 

t  ’  the  English  schooner  Agnes,  and  also  the  English  sloop  Ellen. 

I  have  sent  them  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  1 

vessel  °Se<^  ^  Sen<^  a  °^cers  anc^  crew  belonging  to  this 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

T7  .  ,  T  Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 


Name. 


STEAMERS. 


1.  Tahoma.. 

2.  Magnolia. 

3.  Penguin.. 

4.  Somerset . , 

5.  Sagamore  . 


6.  Fort  Henry . 

7.  Huntsville . ! 

8.  Port  Royal . 

9.  Stars  and  Stripes  . 


SAILING  VESSELS. 

10.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence . 

11.  Bark  Ethan  Allen . 

12.  Bark  J.  L.  Davis . 

13.  Bark  Pursuit . ” 

14.  Bark  Amanda . 

15.  Bark  Roebuck . 2 


Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Rey  West ,  November  30,  1862. 


Commander. 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Howell . 

Comdr.  J.  H.  Spotts  . . 
Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson 
Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman 
Lt.  Comdr.  Earl  English 


Actg.  fit.  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley. . 

GW  ^  °}'  bf-  W.  C.  Rogers 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris  . 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  C.  L.’wilT- 
comb. 

Comdr.  J.F.  Schenck . 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  I.  A.  Pennell 
Actg.  Master  Comdg.  J.  West 

Actg  Vol.Lt. Comdg. D. Cate  "A 

Actg.  Voh  Lt.  Comdg.  G.  E.  Welch 
Actg.  Master  Comdg.  J.  Sherrill 


Station. 


Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Blockading  Charlotte  Harbor. 
Blockading  Apalachicola. 

ter  Irdetear  IndIan  River  and  Jupi- 
Blockading  Cedar  Keys 
Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Blockading  Apalachicola.  - 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 


Flagship,  at  Key  West. 
Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 
Carrying  supplies  to  squadron. 
Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 
Blockading  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Blockading  St.  Marks. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


329 


Name. 

Commander. 

Station. 

SAILING  VESSELS— cont’d. 

16.  Schooner  Wanderer . . 

17.  Schooner  J.  s.  Cham¬ 

bers. 

18.  Schooner  Sam.  Rotan  . . 

19.  Schoonei  Beauregard 

20.  Schooner  Eugenie 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  E.  S. Turner 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  L.  Nicker-’ 
son. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg. W.  W.  Ken- 
mson. 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  W.  A 
Arthur. 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  W.  McClin- 
tock. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew's. 

Blockading  St.  George's  Sound. 

Sent  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Guard  ship;  Key  West. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washingt  on ,  D. 


J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Sguadron. 


a. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  December  1 ,  1862. 

Let  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  proceed  to  Key  West,  in  obedience  to 
previous  orders. 

Gideon  Welles, 

n  -t  T'.  r  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Boston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  English ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

C.  S.  s.  Sagamore,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  By 

George,  from  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Indian  River,  Florida,  December  3,  1862. 

.  SlR:  }  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  morn- 
ino[  of  the  1st  instant,  whilst  cruising  off  Indian  Kiver,  I  captured  the 
English  schooner  By  George,  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  an 
assorted  cargo  of  coffee,  salt,  etc.  I  have  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

TT  Lieutenant- Commander. 

Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


General  Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  upon 
assuming  command  of  the  East  Gulf  Sguadron. 

General  Order,  )  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

No-  1-  j  Key  West,  December  9,  1862. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  announce  to  the  fleet  that  he  has 
this  day  assumed  command  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Success  in  battle,  or  zeal  and  energy  in  enforcing  the  blockade,  will 
be  the  tests  of  merit. 

It  will  be  the  pleasure  of  the  admiral  to  recommend  tor  promotion 
such  officers  and  men  as  may  distinguish  themselves  by  successful 
bravery  in  conflict  with  the  enemy,  or  by  earnest  ability  and  energy 

in  enforcing  the  blockade.  , 

The  outward  pressure  of  our  Navy,  in  barring  the  enemy  s  ports, 
crippling  the  power,  and.  exhausting  the  resources  of  the  States  in 
rebellion;  in  depriving  them  of  a  market  for  their  peculiar  produc¬ 
tions,  and  of  the  facilities  for  importing  many  vital  requisites  for  the 
use  of  their  Army  and  peoples,  is  slowly,  surely,  and  unostentatiously 
reducing  the  rebellion  to  such  straits  as  must  result  in  their  uncondi¬ 
tional  submission,  even  though  our  gallant  Army  does  not  achieve 

another  victory.  . 

I  enjoin  upon  commanders  of  vessels  to  report  instances  of  individual 
heroism,  and  of  enterprise  in  making  captures,  for  notice. 

General  orders  issued  by  my  predecessors  will  be  obeyed  until 
otherwise  directed. 

Theodores  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Eaton ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  supply  steamer  Cir¬ 
cassian. 

Navy  Department,  December  9,  186®. 

Sir:  The  Circassian  having  been  fitted  up  to  run  regularly  as  a  sup¬ 
ply,  passenger,  and  dispatch  steamer  to  the  Gulf  squadrons,  you  will 
proceed  with  her  from  New  York  on  this  service  on  the  15th  instant, 
observing  the  following  instructions: 

On  the  outward  trip,  touch  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  Turtle  Harbor, 
near  Carysfort  Light,  and  leave  at  those  places,  respectively,  the 
passengers,  mails,  and  other  matter  you  may  have  for  the  squadrons 
of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont  and  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes;  also  fur¬ 
nish  any  vessels  of  the  squadron  of  the  latter  you  may  meet  with 
any  needed  fresh  supplies. 

The  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  commences  at  Cape  Canav¬ 
eral.  It  will  be  your  duty  to  communicate  with  all  the  vessels  on 
blockading  service  from  that  point  to  the  extreme  limits  of  the  block¬ 
ade  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  both  on  your  outward  and  homeward  trips, 
delivering  to  them  mails,  passengers,  etc. ,  furnishing  them  with  needed 
fresh  supplies,  and  receiving  their  mails,  passengers,  and  invalids  to 
be  brought  north. 

Complaint  has  been  made  of  the  failure  on  previous  occasions  of 
the  supply  steamers  to  touch  off  Apalachicola  and  other  points  on  the 
Gulf  coast.  Be  careful  to  pass  by  none  of  the  blockading  stations 
without  communicating.  Have  your  mails  for  the  respective  vessels 
properly  assorted  and  ready  for  delivery. 

On  your  homeward  trip,  touch  at  Turtle  Harbor,  Port  Royal,  off 
Wilmington,  and  at  Hampton  Roads.  From  the  latter  point  forward 
your  mails  via  Baltimore  to  the  Department,  and  after  communicating 
with  the  senior  officer  present,  continue  your  course  to  New  York. 

Key  West  is  the  depot  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  commanding 
the  Eastern  Gulf,  and  Pensacola  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  command¬ 
ing  thq  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


EAST  GULP  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


331 


Before  sailing  from  New  York,  forward  to  the  Department  a  list  of 
the  passengers  and  seamen  going  out  in  the  Circassian ,  stating  their 
destination,  and  on  your  return  the  following  papers,  together  with  a 
brief  report  of  your  cruise,  viz: 

1.  List  of  passengers  brought  home,  stating  from  what  place  or 
vessel  received,  and  the  cause  of  their  return. 

2.  List  of  seamen  brought  home,  with  similar  information. 

3.  List  of  prisoners  brought  home,  with  similar  information. 

4.  List  of  vessels  supplied  on  the  outward  trip  or  communicated 
with,  when  and  where. 

5.  List  of  vessels  supplied  or  communicated  with  on  homeward  trip, 
with  similar  information. 

6.  List  of  other  vessels  spoken  or  boarded  during  the  voyage,  show¬ 
ing  when  and  where  spoken  or  boarded,  their  nationality,  where  from, 
where  bound,  etc. 

All  prisoners  not  in  the  naval  service  brought  home  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  at  New  York  on  your  arrival;  those  in  the 
naval  service  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  B.  Eaton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  XI.  S.  S.  Circassian ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Newcomb ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  S.  brig 
Perry ,  of  arrival  at  Key  West  for  duty. 

U.  S.  Brig  Perry, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  December  9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  on  the  4th 
instant;  also  the  receipt  of  orders  dated  November  6,  1862.  1  shall 

leave  to-morrow  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  having  refitted  at 
this  port. 

With  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  S.  Newcomb, 

Commander ,  U  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  arrival  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Dale ,  bringing  ordnance  stores  and  men. 

No.  2.]  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  December  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Dale, 
with  ordnance  stores  and  59  supernumerary  men  for  this  squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Spotts ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Magnolia,  to  proceed  on 
special  duty  to  Havana. 


Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  December  10,  1862. 

Sir:  When  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  the 
vessel  under  your  command  to  Havana,  communicate  with  Mr. 
Shufeldt,  obtain  from  him  what  naval  information  of  importance  you 
can,  get  the  mail  for  the  squadron  and  Key  West,  and  return  to  this 
port. 

Overhaul  all  suspicious  vessels  found  at  a  greater  distance  than  one 
marine  league  from  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

Very  respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  Jas.  H.  Spotts, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Magnolia. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  the  cause 
of  the  detention  of  the  steamer  Blackstone. 

No.  3.]  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  December  12,  1862. 

^Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  chartered  supply  steamer 
Blackstone,  having  Commodore  J.  L.  Lardner  on  board  as  a  passenger, 
returned  to  port  this  morning,  bringing  in  tow  the  U.  S.  bark  Gemsbok. 
The  two  vessels  brought  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  Regiment, 
New  York  Volunteers,  attached  to  General  Banks’  command.  This 
regiment  was  wrecked  on  the  10th  instant,  in  Army  steam  transport 
M.  Sanford,  Sanford,  master,  close  by  Carysfoot  Reef  light-house, 
clear  weather,  wind  north,  under  circumstances  which  create  a  suspi¬ 
cion  of  design. 

The  Blackstone  will  be  dispatched  immediately  on  her  homeward 
trip. 

I  am,  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  regretting  the  sale 
of  prizes  at  Key  West,  as  an  indirect  means  of  aid  to  the  enemy. 

N°-  4.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  December,  15,  1862. 

Sir:  The  matter  of  selling  prizes  at  Key  West  under  the  direction 
of  the  district  court  has  become  a  great  evil.  These  vessels  are  taken 
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consul  Havana  °r  Nassa*b  where,  Mr.  Shufeldt,  our 

23  f thGy  are  sold  to  British  subjects  and 
rebels"  m  °  lflC  °  runnin§'  the  blockade  with  supplies  for  the 

T  lTlOSt  a  U?r  fT?isKed  r,ne  b.y  Mr.  s.,  as  well  as  a  letter*  which 
..  jn  on  the  subject  to  the  judge  of  the  prize  court  here.  I  trust 
that  the  Department  will  take  steps  to  abate  this  practice,  which  results 
in  giving  indirect  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  ’ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A  ,  r,  .  7  .  7  „  ,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  vessels 
of  riis  command  and  their  disposition. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  December  15,  1862. 

bra;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  respective  sta- 
r  uDS  .u  vessels1  comP°sing  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

ave  them  spread  out  to  the  best  advantage.  The  steamer  Magnolia, 
on  which  I  depended  as  a  dispatch  vessel,  etc.,  is  reported  by  her  com¬ 
mander  and  engineer  as  unfit  for  further  service.  I  shall  order  a 
suii  ey ,  and  if  her  boilers  and  smokestack  can  be  patched  sufficientlv 
will  send  her  north.  Commander  Spotts  informs  me  that  one  boiler 
is  so  tar  gone  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  it  tight  by  patches,  and  the 
othei  can  not  be  repaired  so  as  to  stand  more  than  ten  days’  steamino- 
As  soon  as  Judge  Marvin  returns  from  the  North  I  will  endeavor  to 
aiiange  with  him  to  take  into  the  service,  at  a  valuation,  the  jirize 
schooners  Iwo  Sisters  and  Ariel,  to  stop  passages  which  I  have  not 
vessels  to  guard. 

If  the  Department  can  send  me  two  or  three  steamers  of  light  draft 
I  can  employ  them  most  effectively.  Enclosed  I  send  vou  General 
Order  to  the  Squadron,  No.  l.f 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Bloclcdg .  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 


t  See  p.  329. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  December  15,  186 2. 


STEAMERS. 


1.  Tahoma 

2.  Magnolia 


3  Penguin  . . 

4.  Somerset.. 

5.  Sagamore. 


6.  F<yt  Henry . 

7.  Huntsville.. 


8.  Port  Royal . 

9.  Stars  and  Stripes  . 

SAILING  VESSELS. 


10.  St.  Lawrence 

11.  Ethan  Allen  . 

12.  J.  L.  Davis — 

13.  Pursuit . 

14.  Amanda . 


15.  Roebuck . 

16.  Wanderer . 

17.  J.  S.  Chambers. 

18.  Samuel  Rotan  . 


19.  Beauregard . 

20.  Eugenie - 

21.  Dale . 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Howell . 

Comdr.  J.  H.  Spotts . 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Actg.  Lt.  Comdg.  E.  Y.  McCauley . . 
Aetg.  Yol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  C.  Rogers 

Lt.  Comdg.  G.  U.  Morris  . . 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  C.  L.  Will- 
comb. 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Actg.  MasterComdg.  I.  A.  Pennell 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  J.  West . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  D.  Cate . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  G.  E.  Welch  . 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  J.  Sherrill  . . . 
Actg.  Master  Comdg.  E.  S.  Turner  . 
Actg.  Master  Comdg.  L.  Nickerson 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdg.  W.  W.  Ken- 
nison. 

Actg.  Master  Comdg.  W.  A.  Arthur 

Actg.  Master  Wm.McClintock - 

Actg.  Master  J.  O.  Barclay . 


Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Boilers  and  smokestack  being 
paired  at  Key  West,  to  enable  her 
to  go  north. 

Blockading  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Cruising  near  Indian  River  and  Jupi¬ 
ter  Inlet. 

Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Cruising  off  Tortugas  and  toward 
Yucatan. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 


Frigate.  Flagship;  Key  West. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 
Bark.  Carrying  suppliesto  squadron. 
Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Marks. 
Schooner.  Blockading  St.  Andrew’s. 

Blockading  St.  George’s 


Schooner 
Sound. 

Schooner. 

repairs. 

Schooner. 

Schooner.  _  -  *  , 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  W’est. 


Sent  to  Philadelphia  for 

Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 
Guardship;  Key  West. 


Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  East  Gulf  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  English,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Sagamore ,  regarding  the  destruction  of  sloops  in  Jupiter 
Inlet  and  the  capture  of  schooner  Alicia. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Key  West,  December  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  instant  the  boats 
belonging  to  this  vessel  captured  and  destroyed  two  rebel  sloops  in 
Jupiter  Inlet,  and  on  the  10th  instant  they  captured  in  Indian  River 
the  English  schooner  Alicia ,  of  Nassau,  loaded  with  cotton.  I  have 
brought  the  Alicia  in  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  _  Lieutenant-  Commander  English ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting 
instruction  regarding  the  disposition  of  money  received  for  cotton. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  December  18,  1862. 
Sir:  In  taking  command  of  this  vessel,  Lieutenant-Commander 
George  A.  Bigelow  transferred  to  me  the  sum  of  $2,072.62,  money 
that  accrued  from  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  cotton  found  scattered  along  the 
beach  on  St.  George’s  Island,  near  Apalachicola.  It  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  wrecked  cotton,  being  wet  with  salt  water. 

I  would  most  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  money. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Molloy,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Ariel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  December  21,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Germ  of  the  Sea 
and  will  report  to  me  for  the  command  of  the  gunboat  schooner  Ariel. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 
[Acting]  Master’s  Mate  Wm.  C.  Molloy,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Courier 

(recently  President). 

U.  S.  S.  Hun-tsville, 

Off  Tortugas,  December  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  this  day  of  the 
schooner  Courier  (recently  the  American  schooner  President,  of  Key 
West),  under  a  provisional  British  register. 

She  has  no  log  book,  and  her  papers  are  irregular  and  her  cargo 
suspicious. 

She  has  a  British  consular  certificate  from  Havana  for  Matamoras, 
but  her  captain  states  that  he  is  bound  to  Nassau,  and  is  two  days  out. 

His  story  being  contradictory,  and  as  she  was  within  12  miles  of 
Tortugas  light  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  which  position  is  very  far 
from  her  course  to  either  of  the  above  ports,  I  have  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  detain  her  and  send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

Her  cargo  is  salt,  coffee,  sugar,  and  dry  goods. 

Please  find  enclosed  complete  list  of  officers  and  muster  roll  of  crew. 
.Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  arrival 
at  Key  West  of  California  mail  steamer  Ariel ,  requesting  convoy 
service. 

No.  6.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  December  2J  1862. 

Sir:  The  California  mail  steamer  Ariel,  from  Aspinwall,  arrived 
here  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant,  having  been  captured  and  ran¬ 
somed  by  the  rebel  steamer  Alabamn.  The  Ariel  put  in  here  for  coal 
and  to  ask  convoy  to  the  next  treasure  steamer  from  Aspinwall.  I  had 
at  the  time  no  suitable  steamer  to  send,  but,  fortunately,  the  next  after¬ 
noon  the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  arrived,  which  vessel  I  dispatched* 
immediately  to  Aspinwall  to  afford  convoy,  as  you  will  perceive  by 
the  copy  of  the  order  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Sernmes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  in 
Tampa  Bay,  in  command  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Tahoma. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  December  2b,  1862. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  from  the  Navy  Department, 
you  will  proceed  in  the  Circassian  to  Tampa  Bay  and  relieve  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Howell  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Tahoma. 

Lieutenant  Howell  will  hand  over  to  you  all  orders  and  circulars 
appertaining  to  your  duties  on  the  blockade.  You  will  be  vigilant  in 
maintaining  the  blockade  and  use  all  your  energies  in  making  captures 
of  vessels  of  the  enemy  and  those  engaged  in  breaking  the  blockade. 

Send  to  the  Secretary  Navy,  through  me,  a  complete  list  of  your 
officers,  made  up  to  the  31st  day  of  December. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  various 

vessels  of  his  command. 

No.  12.]  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  December  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea 
arrived  at  this  port  on  the  18th  instant  for  duty  in  the  squadron.  On 
the  22d  instant  she  sailed  with  orders  to  cruise  off  Jupiter  Inlet, 
Indian  River,  and  Cape  Canaveral. 


*See  Series  I,  Volume  13,  p.  487. 
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The  Sagamore  is  here  calking  and  coaling,  and  will  soon  be  placed 
on  blockade.  The  Magnolia  is  repairing  boiler  and  the  Wanderer  pre¬ 
paring  to  go  on  the  ways  to  be  recoppered  and  to  undergo  other 
repairs.  The  Huntsville  arrived  on  the  23d  instant  with  a  prize 
schooner,  and  will  immediately  resume  her  place  on  the  blockade. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg .  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Rlkdg .  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Potter,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Magnolia,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Garmita. 

U.  S.  S.  Magnolia, 

Off  Marquesas  Keys,  December  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  day,  while  cruising  in 
the  vicinity  of  Tortugas  and  adjoining  passages,  the  masthead  lookout 
discovered  a  schooner  to  the  N.  W.  of  Marquesas  Ke}^s  steering  to  the 
northward,  the  wind  at  the  time  being  from  the  S.  E.  I  immediately 
stood  for  her  and  came  up  with  her  10  miles  N.  W.  £  W.  from  the  west 
end  of  Marquesas.  She  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Carmita 
(formerly  the  Piramista ,  of  Key  West),  Francois  Menendez,  com¬ 
manding. 

On  being  boarded  the  captain  reported  that  he  was  from  Havana 
bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  produced  a  clearance  to  that 
effect.  But  his  being  found  altogether  out  of  the  usual  course  of  ves¬ 
sels  bound  from  Havana  to  Nassau,  and  the  course  he  was  steering 
when  discovered  by  us,  together  with  the  character  of  his  cargo  and 
the  fact  that  he  had  once  before  been  captured  in  the  steamer  Salvo 
while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  induces  me  to  put  a  prize  master 
and  crew  on  board  of  her  and  send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjdudication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Potter, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Repon't  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark 
Roebuck,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  British  schooner 
Kate. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 
Apalachee  Bay,  December  27,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  in  regard 
to  the  seizure  of  the  British  schooner  Kate ,  E.  M.  Jefferson,  master, 
fifteen  days  from  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  copperas,  coffee,  and 
liquors,  by  me  this  day,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  St. 
Marks  River.  At  8:20  a.  m.  a  sail  was  discovered  to  the  E.  N.  E. 
running  for  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  St.  Marks  River,  when  I  imme¬ 
diately  got  underway  and  gave  chase.  Upon  getting  within  range  I 
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fired  a  shot  from  my  rifled  gun  across  her  bows,  when  she  bore  up  for 
us  and  set  the  English  red  ensign.  Upon  being  boarded  the  master 
said  he  was  bound  for  Matamoras  via  New  Orleans,  but  was  steering 
for  Apalachicola,  as  his  vessel  was  leaking  badly.  Upon  an  examina¬ 
tion  it  was  found  she  had  been  scuttled;  the  auger  used  lay  alongside 
the  hole.  The  hole  being  plugged  up,  she  made  very  little  water.  No 
manifest  or  charter  party  were  found  among  her  papers.  From  her 
log  book  it  appears  they  made  St.  George’s  Island  light-house  on 
the  24th,  and  had  been  beating  to  the  eastward  since.  I  send  her  to 
Key  West  in  charge  of  Acting'  Master  James  Folger  as  prize  master 
and  a  prize  crew  of  six  men.  I  also  send  her  foi'mer  master  and  two 
of  his  crew.  The  balance  of  her  crew  1  will  send  by  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

I  have  provisions  on  board  for  ten  days  only,  water  for  forty  days, 
and  wood  for  three  months.  Acting  Master  H.  F.  Coffin,  of  this  ves¬ 
sel,  is  failing  rapidly,  and  is  desirous  of  returning  North. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Commander  Williamson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  case  of 
the  oyster  schooner  Charles  Ilenry ,  of  Key  West. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
Charlotte  Harbor ,  December  29,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant  the  schooner  Charles  Henry ,  of 
Key  West,  while  oystering  on  the  east  side  of  Big  Pine  Island,  was 
pursued  by  a  rebel  sloop  of  very  light  draft,  having  5  men  on  board. 
The  captain  of  the  Charles  Henry  ran  his  vessel  ashore  on  the  island, 
and  with  his  man  escaped  to  the  place  of  a  person  by  the  name  of 
Brown,  who  brought  them  to  this  vessel  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th. 
I  immediately  dispatched  two  armed  boats,  under  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Durham,  accompanied  by  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Anderson  and 
Randlett.  They  saw  the  sloop  after  passing  the  point  of  the  island  and 
pursued  her  until  darkness  prevented  them  from  seeing  her.  Still  they 
continued  the  search  for  her  among  the  innumerable  small  islands 
between  Pine  Island  and  the  main.  They  anchored  to  await  daylight, 
in  hopes  of  seeing  her  again,  as  it  was  calm  all  night,  but  they  saw 
nothing  of  her.  The  schooner  they  found,  but  the  tide  did  not  serve 
to  get  her  off,  and  they  returned  to  the  steamer. 

At  about  2  a.  m.  of  the  26th  I  sent  a  boat  to  get  the  schooner  off,  the 
tide  serving  at  5  a.  m.  They  were  successful,  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  some  of  my  awnings  for  sails,  brought  her  alongside,  the  rebels  hav¬ 
ing  stolen  her  sails  and  scuttled  her. 

The  two  persons  belonging  to  her  I  have  on  board,  and  I  shall  bring 
them  and  the  vessel  to  Key  West  when  I  come  down  for  supplies. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc. ,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  C.  Williamson, 
Commander •,  TJ.  S.  Navy . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  339 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Potter ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Magnolia,,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  British  sloop 

c  ly  ing  Pish. 

U.  S.  S.  Magnolia, 

Off  Tortugas ,  December  29,  1862. 

Sir.  I  hai  e  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  while  cruising-  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tortugas,  I,  this  day,  fell  in  with  the  British  sloop  Flying 
Pish  (formerly  the  Dove ,  of  Apalachicola)  25  miles  W.  S.  W.  of  Tor¬ 
tugas  lig-ht- house.  W  hen  she  was  first  discovered  from  our  masthead 
she  was  heading  to  the  northward  with  the  wind  to  the  eastward.  I 
had  previously  received  information  from  reliable  source  that  she 
was  loading  at  Havana  with  the  intention  of  running  the  blockade  at 
Bayport,  Fla.,  and  that  she  was  to  clear  for  Matamoras  and  go  by 
the  way  of  Tortugas.  Captain  Madge,  owner,  and  commanding  the 
above-named  sloop,  on  being-  boarded,  reported  that  he  was  from 
Havana,  bound  to  Matamoras,  and  showed  a  clearance  to  that  effect, 
but  could  produce  no  manifest  of  her  cargo  and  no  bill  of  sale  for  the 
vessel.  He  has  also  run  the  blockade  on  a  previous  occasion.  This, 
together  with  other  circumstances,  induced  me  to  put  a  prize  crew  on 
board  and  send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  Knclosed  here¬ 
with  I  send  a  complete  list  of  persons  entitled  to  shares  of  prize 
money. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Potter, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  of  the  fleet  surgeon  advising  that  the  flagship  be  sent  north  for 
disinfection. 

No.  16.]  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  December  30,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Fleet  Surgeon  Hor¬ 
ner  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  ship,  from  which  you  will  per¬ 
ceive  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  seeds  of  yellow-fever  infection  continue 
on  board. 

The  57  men  mentioned  by  him  are  supernumeraries  received  by  the 
Dale  for  distribution  in  the  squadron,  which  is  being  done.  I  can 
not  agree  with  him  about  Ke}r  West  as  a  rendezvous  or  depot,  but 
join  in  the  opinion  that  the  St.  Lawrence  and  J.  L.  Davis  should  be 
sent  north  for  disinfection  early  in  the  spring.  I  would  be  happy  to 
have  the  Colorado  substituted  as  my  flagship,  as  she  draws  too  much 
water  for  easy  ingress  or  egress  to  any  harbor  in  Admiral  Farragut’s 
station. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squad. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  December  2k,  1862. 


Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  sanitary  measures  taken  to  free  this  ves¬ 
sel  from  yellow  fever,  it  still  continues  to  occur  in  her  from  time  to 
time.  Twent}r-four  cases  have  been  taken  under  treatment  since 
November  1,  inclusive.  Eight  of  these  have  happened  in  this  month, 
and  two  are  now  being  treated.  For  the  above  reasons,  I  again 
recommend  to  you,  as  I  have  done  to  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  that  this 
vessel  be  sent  home  in  the  spring  for  disinfection.  Should  she 
remain  here  next  summer  it  is  certain  the  disease  will  again  become 
prevalent,  and  particularly  among  the  57  men  who  were  added  to  her 
crew. 

In  my  opinion,  also,  Key  West  is  a  very  bad  place  of  rendezvous 
for  the  squadron  in  summer,  24  vessels  of  the  Navy  and  the  merchant 
service  having  been  infected  with  the  fever  in  the  harbor  within  the 
last  five  months,  including  the  James  L.  Davis ,  the  last  infected. 
According-  to  report  yesterday,  she  has  had  16  cases  since  she  left  here 
last  month,  making  18  with  2  cases  left  by  her  in  the  marine  hospital, 
and  of  the  former  2  have  died.  Should  she  continue  infected,  I  would 
recommend  that  she  likewise  return  to  a  Northern  port  in  the  coming 
spring. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  R.  B.  Horner, 

Surgeon  of  the  Fleet. 


Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea ,  regarding  the  capture  of  sloop  Ann , 
of  Nassau,  Nero  Providence. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

At  Anchor  off  the  entrance  to  Indian  River ,  January  1 , 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  on  the  30th  day  of 
December  last,  we,  with  our  boats,  captured  the  sloop  Ann,  3T3o9o  tons, 
of  and  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  6  miles  inside  of  Jupiter  Inlet, 
East  Fla.,  manned  with  three  colored  men  and  one  white  boy,  all 
British  subjects. 

She  ran  the  blockade  on  the  29th  instant,  and  was  bound  up  Indian 
River,  loaded  with  the  following  cargo,  viz,  76  bags  Bahama  salt,  3 
small  bags  coffee,  4  gross  matches,  1  box  pipes,  2  bags  garlic,  1  barrel 
potatoes,  12  small  tin  cans,  9  small  tin  pans,  1  box  soap,  and  1  barrel 
flour. 

The  sloop  being  old  and  leaky,  I  did  not  deem  her  and  her  cargo  of 
a  sufficient  value  to  justify  me  in  sending  her  in  for  adjudication. 

I  therefore  destro}- ed  her  and  also  the  26  bags  of  salt  and  the  4  gross 
of  matches,  belonging  to  the  cargo.  The  balance  of  the  cargo,  with  her 
crew,  I  transferred  to  our  ship,  to  be  disposed  of  agreeable  to  your 
order. 

All  the  papers  found  on  board  the  prize  sloop  Ann  I  have  forwarded 
to  the  senior  officer  commanding  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  for  his  disposal,  as  I  am  uninformed  of  the  disposition  to  be  made 
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of  the  papers  found  on  board  a  captured  vessel,  and  that  vessel  is  not 
sent  in  for  adjudication,  but  is  destroyed. 

Trusting  that  my  proceedings  will  meet  with  your  approbation, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  77  S.  Navy,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


General  Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  January  1 ,  1863. 

Instructions  to  officers  commanding  vessels  attached  to  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading 

Squadron. 

1st.  1  ou  will  capture  all  vessels  and  cargoes  owned  by  the  rebels. 
Also,  all  merchant  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  under  whatever  flag 
they  may  be  sailing,  that  have  violated  the  blockade  or  attempted  to 
violate  it,  in  the  voyage  they  may  be  prosecuting,  by  coming  out,  or 
attempting  to  come  out  of,  or  by  entering,  or  attempting  to  enter  into, 
any  blockaded  port  or  place,  however  near  or  distant  the  vessel  may 
be  from  such  port  or  place.  You  will  also  capture  all  vessels  employed 
in  carrying  contraband  of  war  to  the  enemy.  Also,  all  American  ves¬ 
sels  trading  with  the  enemy  on  the  enemy’s  coast  without  license. 

2d.  To  enable  you  to  decide  whether  any  vessel  is  liable  to  capture, 
you  have  the  right  to  stop,  visit,  and  search  her. 

3d.  On  boarding  the  vessel,  the  officer  should,  in  a  civil  manner, 
demand  of  the  captain  the  documents , and  papers  belonging  to  the 
vessel  or  relating  to  the  cargo  for  the  purpose  of  examination  and 
inspection.  These  consist  generally  of  the  ship's  register,  the  ship¬ 
ping  articles,  charter  party,  bills  of  lading,  invoices  of  the  cargo,  let¬ 
ters  of  advice,  etc.  These  may  be  all  true  and  may  represent  the 
character  of  the  vessel,  voyage,  and  cargo  truly,  or  they  may,  or  some 
of  them  may,  be  false  and  fabricated  in  order  to  cover  up  the  unlawful 
designs  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  ship  or  cargo.  A  well-informed 
shipmaster,  engaged  in  a  lawful  voyage  or  trade,  will  readily  deliver 
up  for  inspection  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  ship  or  cargo,  and  will 
make  any  necessary  explanations,  as  he  will  be  likely  by  so  doing  to 
remove  all  suspicions  against  him,  and  avoid  detention  and  capture. 
If,  upon  the  examination  of  the  papers,  the  position  of  the  vessel, 
character  of  the  cargo,  and  all  other  circumstances,  it  is  manifestly 
plain  that  the  vessel  or  cargo  is  not  liable  to  capture,  the  papers  should 
be  restored  and  the  vessel  permitted  to  proceed  on  her  voyage.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  the  case  is  one  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  the  officer 
should  proceed  to  search  the  vessel  for  other  papers  or  letters  or  flags 
suspected  to  be  concealed  or  knowingly  withheld.  He  may,  if  neces¬ 
sary  to  clear  up  the  doubts  about  the  case,  open  sealed  letters  or  pack¬ 
ages  and  read  their  contents,  and  may  open  the  hatches  and  examine 
the  character  of  the  cargo.’  He  should  proceed  just  so  far  in  the 
search,  and  no  farther,  as  maj^  be  neccessary  to  enable  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  to  decide  whether  the  vessel  or  cargo  is  liable  to  capture  or 
not.  All  the  facts  of  the  case  should  be  fully  considered. 
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4th.  If  the  capture  is  made,  a  prize  crew  sufficient  to  navigate 
the  vessel  in  safety  should  be  put  on  board  and  the  vessel  sent  in  for 
adjudication.  The  commanding  officer  should  cause  the  documents 
and  papers  found  on  board  the  vessel,  including  the  log  book,  to  be 
marked  so  as  to  distinguish  such  as  were  voluntarily  exhibited  to  the 
boarding  officer  from  such  as  were  withheld  or  concealed.  He  should 
cause  all  the  papers  found  on  board,  however  minute  or  apparently 
unimportant,  to  be  sealed  up  and  sent  to  the  U.  S.  district  judge  or 
the  prize  commissioners  at  the  port  to  which  the  vessel  is  sent  for 
adjudication.  This  service  should  be  performed  by  the  prize  master 
or  some  person  sent  with  the  prize  who  knows  the  facts,  and  who  can 
make  affidavit  before  the  judge  or  prize  commissioners  that  the  sealed 
package  or  packages  contain  all  the  papers  found  on  board. 

5th.  It  is  unlawful  for  you  to  exercise  any  of  the  rights  of  war  by 
visiting,  searching,  or  capturing  any  vessel,  or  doing  any  other  hostile 
act  within  the  small  bays,  harbors,  or  inlets  of  any  neutral  nation,  or 
within  one  marine  league  or  three  miles  of  the  shore.  And  although 
you  may  anchor  and  remain  in  any  of  those  places  for  any  lawful  pur¬ 
pose,  unless  forbidden  by  the  sovereign,  yet  it  is  unlawful  for  you  to 
use  them  as  a  station  for  the  purpose  of  lying  in  wait  for  vessels,  and 
issuing  therefrom,  or  sending  out  boats  to  capture  them.  Such  acts 
are  an  offense  against  the  neutral  nation. 

6th.  All  prizes  taken  by  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 
are  to  be  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  unless  circumstances  of 
a  controlling  character  compel  the  sending  of  them  to  some  more 
northern  port. 

7th.  The  master,  mate,  supercargo  (if  there  be  any),  and  two  or 
more  of  the  seamen  attached  to  the  captured  vessel  must  be  produced 
to  the  prize  commissioners,  they  being  the  necessary  witnesses  required 
by  law. 

8tli.  The  prize  master  should  be  furnished: 

(1st)  With  a  copy  of  the  printed  form  furnished  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  prize  masters,  containing  his  orders  properly  filled  up. 

(2d)  With  a  letter  to  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court, 
containing  the  full  particulars  of  the  seizure,  stating  the  latitude  and 
longitude  at  sea,  and  the  bearing  and  distance  of  the  nearest  land,  his 
reasons  for  regarding  the  captured  vessel  as  a  lawful  prize,  and  what 
public  ships  or  vessels  were  in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture  and  entitled 
to  share  in  the  prize. 

(3d)  With  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  containing  the 
like  information,  and  accompanied  with  a  full  list  of  the  officers  and 
crew  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize  money,  signed  by  the  paymaster 
and  approved  by  the  captain.  (It  would  be  well  for  the  paymaster  to 
have  such  a  list  always  on  hand  to  anticipate  the  emergency.) 

(4th)  With  a  “complete  statement  in  duplicate  of  the  account  of 
each  man  of  the  prize  crew,  specifying  the  date  of  his  enlistment,  the 
period  and  terms  of  his  service,”  such  account  to  be  signed  by  the  pay¬ 
master  and  commanding  officer. 

(5th)  With  a  letter  to  the  admiral  commanding  the  squadron,  detail¬ 
ing  the  circumstances  of  the  capture,  as  in  the  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  and  the  district  judge. 

9th.  The  captured  prisoners  are  to  be  treated  with  kindness,  and 
irons  are  not  to  be  used,  except  when  imperatively  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  captors  and  prizes. 
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10th.  On  arrival  in  port  the  prize  master  will  proceed  at  once  to 
the  United  States  district  judge,  or  to  the  prize  commissioners,  deliver 
up  his  papers  and  obtain  his  instructions.  He  will  next  call  upon  the 
district  attorney,  and  this  done  will  report  himself  to  the  admiral  com¬ 
manding  the  squadron. 

11th.  No  colors  are  to  be  hoisted  at  any  time  on  the  captured 
vessel,  unless  in  case  of  necessity,  and,  in  that  event,  only  the  colors 
under  which  she  was  sailing  at  the  time  of  capture. 

12th.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  these  directions  should  be 
complied  with,  as  a  departure  from  them  may  greatly  embarrass  the 
court  and  create  confusion  and  delay  in  the  adjudication  upon  the 
prize. 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  January  1 , 

1863. 


Name. 


Commander. 


Class  and  station. 


STEAMERS. 


1.  Tahoma .  Comdr.  J.  C.  Howell . 

2.  Magnolia .  Actg.  Mast.  C.  Potter 


3.  Penguin  . . . 

4.  Somerset... 

5.  Sagamore.. 

6.  Fort  Henry 

7.  Huntsville. 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson. . . 
Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman  . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Actg.  Lt.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers 


8.  Port  Royal .  Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris _ 

9.  Stars  and  Stripes .  Actg.  Mast.  C.  L.  Willcomb 


Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Cruising  off  Tortugas  and  Boca 
Grande. 

Blockading  Charlotte  Harbor. 
Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  waiting  orders. 

Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

Cruising  off  Tortugas  and  toward 
Yucatan  Banks. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Blockading  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 


SAILING  VESSELS. 

10.  St.  Lawrence . 

11.  Ethan  Allen . 

12.  Pursuit . 

13.  Amanda . 

14.  Roebuck . 

15.  Wanderer . 

16.  J.  S.  Chambers _ 

17.  Beauregard . 

18.  Eugenie . 

19.  Dale . 

:20.  Gem  of  the  Sea  . . . 
l21.  Ariel . 


Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Actg.  Mast.  I.  A.  Pennell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch . 

Actg.  Mast.  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Mast.  E.  S.  Turner  . . . 

Actg.  Mast.  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Mast.  W.  A.  Arthur . 

Actg.  Mast.  W.  McClintock . 

Actg.  Mast.  J.  O.  Barclay . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  1.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Master's  Mate  Wm.  C.  Mol- 
loy. 


Frigate.  Flagship;  Key  West. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay, 

Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay, 

Bark.  BlockadingSt.George’sSound. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Marks. 

Schooner.  Key  West;  on  the  ways, 
calking  and  coppering. 

Schooner.  Blockading  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay, 

Schooner.  Guard  ship;  Key  West. 

Sloop  of  war.  Ordnance  ship;  Key 
West. 

Bark.  Cruising  off  Indian  River,  Ju¬ 
piter  Inlet,  and  Cape  Canaveral. 

Schooner.  Cruising  inside  Florida 
Reefs,  east  of  Sombrero  light, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  East  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Grosman ,  IT.  S.  Nary ,  relating  to 
proposed  occupation  of  Apalachicola,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

St.  George's  Sound,  Fla.,  January  1,  1863. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  tracing*  of  the  railroad  communications 
in  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  west  North  Carolina,  east  Tennessee, 
and  South  Carolina,  illustrative  of  my  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Key  West,  January  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  to-day. 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  during  the  cruise,  nor  any 
suspicious  vessels  been  seen. 

While  on  the  return  here,  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  in  lati¬ 
tude  22°  56',  longitude  84°  24',  I  boarded  the  American  hermaphro¬ 
dite  brig  Greyhound ,  of  New  York,  from  Cienf uegos  for  Boston,  Captain 
Pierce,  who  informed  me  that  on  the  29th,  off  Cape  San  Antonio,  he 
was  boarded  by  an  officer  from  a  three-masted  bark-rigged  propeller, 
under  the  English  flag,  the  officer  stating  that  it  was  one  of  her 
Majesty’s  ships. 

He  had  previous  to  this  fired  at  and  boarded  a  Baltimore  brig. 

After  examination,  both  were  allowed  to  proceed,  the  officer  endors¬ 
ing  upon  the  Greyhound' s  log  book  that  she  had  been  boarded  b}^  her 
Majesty’s  ship - [name  and  officers’  name  illegible]. 

Captain  Pierce  thinks  he  may  have  been  a  privateer,  though  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  he  would  have  allowed  both  of  these  vessels  with 
valuable  cargoes  to  have  escaped  had  he  been  one. 

The  Huntsville's  coal  is  quite  expended. 

Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


.Instructions  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  proposed  boat 
expedition  by  refugees  for  capture  of  Confederate  steamer. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  January  3,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  upon  the  Sagamore ,  as  supernumerary  volun¬ 
teers,  for  pay  and  rations,  seven  refugees  from  Indian  River.  Proceed 

*  Omitted  as  not  necessary  to  publish.  The  map  shows  the  commercial  importance 
of  Apalachicola. 
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to  the  mouth  of  that  river  and.  allow  them  to  leave  you  in  the  night  in 
a  boat,  which  the}'  will  take  with  them,  on  an  enterprise  proposed  by 
them  for  the  capture  of  a  rebel  steamer. 

Remain  in  the  vicinity  or  at  Jupiter  Inlet  sufficient  time  to  satisfv 
you  that  they  have  succeeded  or  failed,  say  a  week  or  ten  days,  and 
then  return  and  report  to  me.  Shoidd  the  party  not  have  returned 
before  your  leaving,  you  will  give  directions  to  the  commander  of  the 
bark  6 'em  of  the  Sea  to  look  out  for  them,  and  in  case  they  return  to 
take  them  on  board.  Be  vigilant  in  making  captures  of  enemy’s 
vessels  and  illegal  traders  breaking  blockade. 

I  am ,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  BlocMg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  English ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Masted s  Shale  Crane ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  expedition  for  the 
capture  of  Confederate  steamer. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Of  Indian  River ,  Florida ,  January  3 ,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  party  under  your  command,  capture 
and  run  the  steamer  down  to  the  mouth  of  St.  John’s  River,  and  then 
deliver  her  and  report  yourself  and  party  to  the  officer  commanding 
blockade  at  that  place. 

Should  you  not  find  it  practicable  to  run  her  down  the  river,  you 
will  burn  her,  bringing  with  you  the  valves  and  eccentric  strap,  and 
return  to  this  place  with  your  party,  capturing  any  vessels  you  may 
see  on  your  way  down  Indian  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  A.  Crane. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Chief  of 

Bureau  of  Ordnance ,  requesting  a  suitable  supply  of  ordnance  stores. 

U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  January  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  1  am  disappointed  in  the  amount  of  ordnance  stores  brought 
out  in  the  ordnance  ship  Dale  for  the  me  of  this  squadron.  By  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  invoice  brought  by  her  from  Philadelphia  there  appears  to 
be  no  grape  or  canister,  nor  ordnance  stores  or  projectiles  for  any  class 
gun  except  IX  or  XI  inch. 

I  beg  that  a  suitable  supply  may  be  sent.  There  was  probably  a 
mistake  made  by  the  ordnance  officer  at  Philadelphia  in  regard  to  the 
matter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  John  Dahlgren, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  etc. 
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Report  of  lieutenant-  Commander  English,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop 

Julia. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Jupiter  Inlet ,  Florida ,  January  8 ,  1863. 

Sir:  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  report  that  I  have  captured  the 
English  sloop  Julia ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

She  was  taken  this  morning  about  10  miles  north  of  Jupiter.  I 
think  she  intended  running  in  at  Indian  River  Inlet,  but  having  proba¬ 
bly  sighted  the  bark,  changed  her  course  for  this  place.  Her  cargo 
consists  principally  of  salt. 

From  conversation  held  with  the  captain  of  this  vessel,  I  find  him 
interested  in  one  of  the  persons  who  carried  away  the  Cape  Florida 
light,  and  I  strongly  suspect  him  also  of  being  implicated  in  the  same 
affair. 

I  have  sent  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  R.  Fleming  in  charge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Schenck ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  the 

commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  schooner  Ariel ,  regarding  the  capture 

of  sloop>  Good  Luck. 

U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  January  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Molloy,  in  command  of  the  Ariel ,  a  tender  of  this  ship. 

By  direction  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  I  have  detained  on  board 
this  ship,  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  Edward  Dexter,  the  man  spoken  of  in 
Mr.  Molloy’s  report,  together  with  James  Bishop,  also  captured  in  the 
Good  Luck. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  officei’S  and  crew  of  the  St.  Lawrence  at  the 
time  of  the  capture,  separating  the  actual  crew  of  the  tender  Ariel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc. 

Jas.  Findlay  Schenck, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  thv  Navy. 

'  [Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Schooner  Ariel, 

Key  West,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir:  On  Tuesday,  January  6,  at  3:40  p.  m.,  while  cruising  off 
Cape  Florida,  saw  a  suspicious-looking  craft  in  Miami  [Key  Biscayne] 
Bay,  close  under  the  land.  I  made  all  possible  sail  and  chased  her 
through  Bear’s  Cut  into  the  Gulf,  and  at  6:20  captured  her.  The 
vessel  proved  to  be  the  sloop  Good  Luck ,  from  [New]  Smyrna,  bound 
for  Nassau;  her  cargo  consists  of  9  barrels  spirits  of  turpentine  and 
1  bale  of  cotton.  She  had  no  papers  or  colors  on  board,  and  a  crew  of 
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two  men.  The  captain,  Avhoso  name  is  Edward  Dexter,  is  very  noto¬ 
rious,  having  run  the  blockade  several  times  successfully  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  The  sloop  being  leaky,  and  having  no 
opportunity  for  sending  the  prisoners  down,  I  thought  it  prudent  to 
tow  her  down.  Hoping  my  conduct  will  meet  your  approbation,  I 
am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Molloy, 

Acting  blaster’s  Mate ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Ariel. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
reports  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Grosman,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
favorable  conditions  for  the  immediate  occupation  of  Apalachicola, 
Fla. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  January  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  two  reports  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Crosman,  of  the  Somerset.  I  intend  to  look  into  the  subject-matter 
spoken  of,  and  will  then  communicate  more  fully. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

West  Pass,  St.  George's  Sound,  December  17,  1863. 
Sir:  Having  carefully  enquired  concerning  the  topograph y  of  the 
country  to  the  northward  of  the  town  of  Apalachicola,  conversed  with 
prominent  citizens,  and  elicited  reliable  information  from  various 
sources,  which  I  think  may  be  applied  most  fortunately  by  the  United 
States  Government,  I  submit  it  below. 

The  city  of  Apalachicola  is  an  important  strategic  point,  inasmuch 
as  its  possession  insures  a  base  for  any  operations  upon  the  interior  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama.  A  sand  bar,  over  which  but  7  feet  water  can 
be  carried  in  the  fullest  spring  tide,  and  generally  but  6,  closes  the 
entrance  into  the  river  from  the  sound  to  any  but  light-draft  vessels. 
Formerly  all  vessels  loading  at  Apalachicola  lay  outside  of  this  bar, 
2£  miles  from  the  wharves,  in  12  feet  water,  and  were  laden  by  means 
of  lighters. 

Apalachicola  River,  upon  which  the  town  is  situated,  is  navigable 
during  the  winter  months  and  in  the  late  fall,  up  to  the  important 
town  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  to  vessels  drawing  7  feet.  Columbus  is  one 
of  the  grand  depots  and  sources  of  strength  of  the  Confederacy. 
Besides  the  60,000  to  70,000  bales  of  cotton  stored  there,  filling  all  the 
warehouses  in  the  town,  three  cotton  factories,  one  rolling  mill,  foun¬ 
dries  to  cast  cannon,  machine  shops,  and  two  gun  shops  are  in  active 
operation.  The  navy  yard,  where  the  rebel  gunboat  Chattahoochee 
was  built  (which  gunboat  is  in  the  river  and  waits  an  opportunity  to 
get  out  and  prey  upon  our  commerce),  and  where  are  three  more  gun¬ 
boats  building,  is  only  150  miles  to  the  southward.  From  Columbus 
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railroads  diverge,  communicating  with  Montgomery,  Ala.,  Savannah, 
Ga. .  Augusta,  and  Milledgeville,  the  capital  of  Georgia. 

The  Southern  people  are  most  fully  aware  of  the  vital  importance 
of  Apalachicola’s  being  in  their  possession;  and  the  governor  of  Flor¬ 
ida,  in  his  late  annual  message,  laments  as  “a  fatal  error”  its  impru¬ 
dent  evacuation  by  the  Confederates.  It  is  now  entirely  unprotected; 
a  regiment  of  United  States  troops  could,  at  this  propitious  moment, 
land  and  take  possession,  and  in  a  week  throw  up  earthworks  which 
would  make  them  almost  impregnable  to  an}^  force  the  rebels  can  now 
send.  Prominent  citizens  of  the  place,  among  them  Messrs.  Dodge, 
Chapman,  and  Partridge,  tell  me  all  look  to  its  occupation  by  United 
States  troops,  as  they  are  now  without  supplies  and  defenseless  against 
the  only  rebel  troops  within  30  miles,  a  horse  company  of  50,  a  roving 
band  of  guerrillas,  whom  a  handful  of  our  men  drove  out  of  the  city 
only  yesterday. 

Bui  though  its  occupation  is  easy  now,  at  an}T  moment  in  the  future 
troops  may  be  sent  down  from  Columbus  to  hold  it.  A  company  of 
40  resolute  men  can  come  down  at  night,  take  possession  of  the  town, 
mount  guns  upon  works  already  thrown  up,  and  any  morning  may 
show  us  the  rebel  colors  floating  over  batteries  in  position  to  drive  the 
blockaders  from  the  bar  and  permit  the  egress  of  the  rebel  gunboat 
Chattahoochee. 

Four  or  five  light-draft  gunboats  drawing  from  4  to  6  feet  might  go 
ahead,  engage  and  sink  the  Chattahoochee ,  capture  the  light  river 
steamers  upon  the  river  to  serve  as  transports,  and,  followed  by  these 
river  steamers,  laden  with  troops,  proceed  up  to  Columbus  before  any 
communication  whatever  could  reach  that  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Somerset. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Somerset, 

December  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  I  send  information  concerning  the  naviga¬ 
bility  of  the  Apalachicola  Eiver,  which  is  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee. 

Quantities  of  commissariat  and  quartermaster  stores  are  in  the 
important  depot  at  Columbus.  No  telegraph  from  that  or  any  other 
point  is  now  in  communication  with  Apalachicola.  The  only  means 
of  transmitting  intelligence  are  by  the  river  and  by  a  circuitous  road 
upon  the  mainland. 

Lastly,  at  the  least  estimation,  there  are  1,000  head  of  good  cattle 
running  wild  upon  St.  Vincent’s  Island,  or  meat  enough  to  last  an  army 
of  10,000  men  thirty  days. 

The  Somerset ,  with  coal  and  provisions,  draws  8  feet  9  inches; 
hence,  with  the  materials  to  work  with  here,  I  can  not  get  across 
the  bar. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Nary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  English ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
capture  of  British  sloops  Avenger  and  Julia ,  and  assistance  rendered 
to  transport  ships  Lucinda  and  Sparkling  Sea ,  from  New  York. 

r  U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  January  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  in  obedience 
to  instructions  received  from  Acting-  Rear-Admiral  Theodoras  Bailey, 
on  the  2d  instant,  I  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Indian  River  Inlet; 
reached  the  place  on  the  evening-  of  the  4th  instant,  and  started  an 
expedition  up  Indian  River  that  same  night.  At  midnight  got  under¬ 
way  and  proceeded  to  J  upiter  Inlet  to  assume  the  blockade  of  that 
place.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  sent  the  boats  with  armed 
crews  inside  Jupiter  Inlet,  where  they  captured  the  English  sloop 
Avenger ,  of  Nassau,  loaded  with  coffee,  gin,  salt,  and  baled  goods. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  captured  the  English  sloop  Julia, 
of  Nassau,  10  miles  north  of  Jupiter  and  about  a  half  mile  from  the 
shore;  her  cargo  consisted  principally  of  salt.  Took  both  vessels  in 
tow  as  far  as  Cape  Elorida  to  start  them  inside  the  reef  for  Key  West. 
At  daylight  discovered  two  vessels  apparently  ashore  on  the  reef, 
with  signals  of  distress  flying;  stood  down  for  them;  found  one  to  be 
the  ship  Lucinda,  of  New  York,  laden  with  troops  and  horses.  She 
had  gone  ashore  the  previous  night,  had  thumped  over  the  reef,  and 
was  inside  between  the  north  point  of  Long  Reef  and  Triumph  Reef. 
Went  immediately  to  work,  got  her  off  without  injury,  and  started 
her  on  her  course.  Then  bore  down  for  the  vessel,  which  proved  to 
be  the  ship  Sparkling  Sea ,  of  New  York,  and  had  on  board  the 
Twenty-fifth  New  York  Battery.  She  had  run  ashore  at  daybreak  on 
the  north  point  of  Ajax  Reef;  will  probably  prove  a  total  wreck. 
Finding  it  impossible  to  get  her  off,  as  she  was  hard  and  fast  on  the 
reef,  with  four  or  five  feet  of  water  in  the  hold,  I  received  on  board  of 
this  vessel  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Twenty-fifth  New 
York  Battery  and  proceeded  with  them  to  Key  West,  where  I  arrived 
this  morning. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Pennell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  salt  works  near  St.  Joseph’s,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

St.  Josephs  Bay,  January  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  destruction  of  a  very 
large  salt  manufactory,  about  3  miles  south  of  the  old  town  of  St. 
Joseph’s,  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile  inland  from  the  beach.  On  the 
morning  of  the  9th,  at  3  o’clock  a.  in.,  I  got  underway,  stood  up  the 
bay,  and  anchored  just  at  daylight  abreast  of  where  1  supposed  the 
saltworks  to  be;  sent  three  boats  in  charge  of  A.  Weston,  acting 
master  and  executive  officer,  Samuel  McCormick,  acting  ensign,  and 
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John  Wilcox,  acting  master’s  mate,  with  40  men.  They  landed  and 
found  the  works  as  I  had  been  previously  informed.  The  workmen 
must  have  left  on  the  approach  of  the  boats,  as  my  officers  informed 
me  that  their  breakfasts  were  cooking  over  the  fire,  and  the  salt  works 
in  full  operation. 

Enclosed  is  Mr.  Weston’s  report.  The  works  were  capable  of 
making  75  bushels  of  salt  per  day.  This  is  the  fourth  salt  manufac¬ 
tory  I  have  destroyed  since  I  have  been  on  this  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  A.  Pennell, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  reguesting  the 

Bepartment'' 's  permission  to  add  to  his  command  such  prize  vessels  as 

required  for  enforcing  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  January  12,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  report  of  a  survey  that  the 
schooner  Beaxcregard  has  been  condemned  as  unsea  worthy.  It  will  be 
expensive  to  repair  her,  and  take  much  time. 

I  request  permission  of  the  Department  to  substitute  one  of  the 
numerous  prize  vessels  (now  lying  in  this  port)  in  her  place  on  the 
blockade,  on  a  valuation  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the 
court,  and  I  further  desire  that  a  general  permission  be  given  me  to 
take  from  among  the  vessels  that  have  been  or  may  be  hereafter  con¬ 
demned  such  one  or  more  as  I  may  find  suited  to  my  purposes,  to  be 
used  in  enforcing  the  blockade  within  the  limits  of  my  command.  In 
all  such  cases  I  should,  of  course,  only  take  the  vessel  for  the  United 
States  after  valuation,  as  above  proposed.  Unfortunately,  as  the 
matter  is  at  present  managed,  interested  Confederate  agents  stand 
ready  to  purchase  all  the  light-draft,  swift-sailing  vessels  when  sold 
under  the  decree  of  condemnation  of  the  court,  and  they  are  at  once 
turned  over  to  Havana  agents  to  be  again  used  in  the  evasion  of  the 
blockade. 

The  court  has  recently  turned  over  to  me  the  Ariel,  schooner  of  79 
tons,  at  a  valuation  of  $1,450,  which  I  have  manned  and  attached  to 
this  ship  as  a  tender.  The  Ariel  has  already  sent  in  a  prize  having  a 
cargo  of  greater  value  than  the  $1,450  at  which  she  was  appraised. 

The  Sagamore  has  been  calked;  the  Wanderer  hauled  up  on  the 
ways,  calked,  and  coppered;  the  Magnolia,  Huntsville ,  and  Penguin 
are  undergoing  repairs  to  their  boilers,  as  also  the  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
of  the  West  India  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

John  Lenthall,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 
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JRevort  of  Lieutenan  t-  Commander  Semmes ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  T ihoma ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  Confederate 
sloop  Silas  Ilenry. 

U.  S.  S.  Tahoma, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  January  15 ,  1863. 
biR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  capture  by 
this  vessel  in  Tampa  Bay  of  the  rebel  sloop  Silas  Henry ,  on  the  8th 
instant,  under  the  following  circumstances: 

At  daylight  discovered  a  vessel  ashore  on  the  southeastern  side  of 
Tampa  Bay,  between  4  and  5  miles  distant.  Weighed  anchor  immedi¬ 
ately  and  steamed  toward  her.  Approaching,  discovered  she  was  on 
fire.  Sent  boats,  found  her  abandoned,  and  put  the  fire  out.  She 
proved  to  be  loaded  with  sea-island  cotton.  The  hull  of  the  vessel 
alone  escaped  material  injury.  I  have  turned  the  cargo  and  hull  over 
to  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  at  this  place. 

_  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  on  board  this  vessel  at  the 
time  of  capture. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,-  giving  list  of 
captures  made  by  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

No.  11.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  January  15 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma  arrived  at 
this  port  this  morning,  bringing  in  tow  the  prize  sloop  Silas  Henry ,  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  Tahoma  on  the  8th  instant,  laden  with  50  bales  of  cotton, 
partly  damaged,  as  the  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Tahoma 
will  detail.  This  is  the  tenth  prize  captured  since  I  took  command  of 
the  squadron,  to  wit:  The  Good  Luck ,  prize  to  the  tender  Ariel ;  the 
Alicia ,  prize  to  the  Sagamore;  the  Avenger ,  prize  to  the  Sagamore;  the 
Julia ,  prize  to  the  Sagamore;  the  Courier ,  prize  to  the  Huntsville;  the 
Kate ,  prize  to  the  Roebuck;  the  Dove ,  prize  to  the  Magnolia;  the  By 
George ,  prize  to  the  Sagamore;  the  Carmita ,  prize  to  the  Magnolia; 
the  Silas  Henry ,  prize  to  the  Tahoma. 

Besides  these  vessels  captured,  a  number  have  from  time  to  time 
been  destroyed.  The  Tahoma  arrived  with  her  supply  of  coal  nearly 
exhausted;  she  at  once  commenced  coaling  at  the  wharf,  and  will  return 
to  her  position  on  the  blockade  to-morrow. 

The  Beauregard ,  having  on  a  survey  been  condemned  as  unseaworthy, 
I  have  obtained  from  the  United  States  court  permission  to  take  the 
prize  schooner  Hermosa  in  her  place.  I  shall  transfer  the  officers,  crew, 
and  armament  of  the  Beauregard  to  the  Hermosa ,  and  put  her  upon  the 
blockade,  first  sending  her  into  dock  for  some  needed  repairs. 

I  have  thought  that  the  Dale  could  be  made  more  useful  on  the 
blockade  than  she  is  at  anchor  in  this  harbor  as  an  ordnance  ship,  espe 
cially  as  her  ordnance  stores  are  exceedingly  limited  in  quantity  as  wed 
as  variety,  consisting  principally  of  powder  and  of  projectiles  and. 
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appurtenances  for  IX  and  XI  inch  guns  only .  Her  commanding  officer 
is  desirous  also  of  assuming  his  portion  of  the  duties  of  the  blockade, 
and  I  have  therefore  ordered  him  to  prepare  his  vessel  at  once  for  sea. 

The  Sagamore  left  this  port  on  the  13th  instant  for  the  purpose  of 
cruising  off  Indian  River.  She  returned  unexpectedly  last  evening, 
having  on  her  way  up  the  coast  fallen  in  with  the  wrecked  transport 
Spariding  Sea  and  the  steamer  Swan ,  sent  up  by  the  quartermaster  of 
the  Forty-seventh  Pennsvlvania  Volunteers  to  bring  down  the  horses 
of  the  Twenty -fifth  New  York  Artillery.  The  gale  (still  blowing)  was 
very  severe  at  this  point,  and  Captain  English,  of  the  Sagamore ,  thought 
it  unsafe  to  proceed  farther.  The  wreck  had  gone  to  pieces,  and 
everything  remaining  on  board  was  lost,  horses  included.  The  Swan 
was  "also  short  of  provisions,  her  crew,  indeed,  in  nearly  a  starving 
condition.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Sagamore  returned  last 
evening,  bringing  on  board  the  captain  of  the  Twenty -fifth  New  \  ork 
Battery  and  his  men.  The  Sagamore  will  return  to  Indian  River  as 
soon  as  the  gale  abates. 

The  court  has  allowed  me  to  take  into  the  service  the  Two  Sisters  (prize) 
at  a  valuation;  she  was  a  Galveston  pilot  boat  of  53  tons;  I  shall  attach 
her  as  a  tender  to  this  ship.  The  Ilermosa  I  shall,  in  like  manner,  attach 
as  tender  to  one  of  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron.  I  have  appointed 
Coast  Pilot  Courtland  P.  Williams,  whose  application  I  forwarded  to 
you  on  the  12th  instant,  as  acting  ensign,  pending  the  action  of  the 
Department,  and  have  put  him  in  charge  of  the  Two  Sisters.  I  have 
sent  the  Wanderer  to  Charlotte  Harbor  to  take  the  place  of  the  Penguin , 
now  here  undergoing  repairs.  I  trust  that  my  action  in  regard  to  these 
matters  will  meet  your  approval. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Pear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

January  15 ,  1863. 


Name. 

Commander. 

Class  and  station. 

STEAMERS. 

Corndr.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Key  West.  Coaling. 

Key  West.  Repairing  boiler. 

Do. 

2.  Magnolia . 

3.  Penguin . 

Actg.  Master  C.  Potter . 

Oomdr.  ,T.  C.  Williamson . 

4.  Somerset . 

5.  Sagamore . 

6.  Fort  Henry . 

7.  Huntsville . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Actg.  Lt.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

Key  West.  Arrived  to-day;  leaves 
for  Indian  River  to-morrow. 
Blockading  Cedar  Keys. 

S.  Port  Royal . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

mation. 

Blockading  Apalachicola. 

9.  Stars  and  Stripes . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb . 

Blockading  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

SAILING  VESSELS. 

10.  St.  Lawrence . 

Flagship.  Key  West. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 
Bark.  Blockading  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  Key  West;  will  leave  with 
supplies  for  squadron  to-morrow 
or  on  gale  abating. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Bark.  Blockading  St.  Marks. 

11.  Ethan  Allen . 

12.  Pursuit . 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  P.  Cate  . . . 

13.  J.  L.  Davis . 

14.  Amanda . 

15.  Roebuck . 

Actg.  Master  J.  West . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  January  16, 1868. — Ctd. 


Name. 


Commander. 


Class  and  station. 


SAILING  VESSELS — COnt’d. 

16.  Wanderer . 

17.  J.  S.  Chambers . 

18.  Beauregard . 

19.  Eugenie . 

20.  Ariel . 

21.  Gem  of  the  Sea . 

22.  Dale . 


Actg.  Master  E.  S.  Turner . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  A.  Arthur . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  McClintock _ 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  C.  Molloy . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Master  J.  O.  Barclay . 


Schooner.  Blockading  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

Schooner.  Blockading  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  Key  West;  condemned 
on  survey. 

Schooner.  Key  West;  guard  ship. 

Schooner,  tender.  Cruising  between 
Knight’s  Key  and  Indian  Key. 

Bark.  Cruising  off  Indian  River, 
Jupiter  Inlet,  and  Cape  Canaveral. 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  West;  prepar¬ 
ing  for  sea. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ',  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Ronckendorff,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  to 
prepare  that  vessel  for  sea. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  January  15,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  consider  yourself,  with  the  San  Jacinto  under  your 
command,  as  attached  to  this  squadron  until  further  orders. 

As  soon  as  the  tide  serves  you  will  proceed  alongside  the  coal  wharf, 
fill  up  the  bunkers  with  coal,  take  on  board  two  months’  provisions  and 
stores,  and  report  your  vessel  ready  for  sea  to  myself  or  the  senior 
officer  present. 

You  will  use  the  utmost  dispatch  in  carrying  out  this  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East.  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

TJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
retention  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  under  his  command. 

No.  12.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  January  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  San  Jacinto  arrived  at  this 
port  yesterday  forenoon;  she  came  in  to  coal  and  repair  machinery, 
intending,  that  done,  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads.  1  have  thought  it 
most  prudent  to  retain  her  for  the  present,  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  my 
predecessor,  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  shows  that  it  has  always 
been  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  reattach  the  San  Jacinto  to 
this  squadron,  she  having  left  the  squadron  temporarily  on  account  of 
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yellow  fever  on  board  (see  letters  from  Department  of  September  3, 
September  23,  and  October  4).  There  has  never  been  any  written 
intimation  of  any  kind  from  the  Department  to  contradict  the  expres¬ 
sions  of  an  intention  that  she  should  rejoin  this  squadron,  contained 
in  the  letters  above  referred  to.  On  the  contrary,  I  was  specially 
instructed  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  conversations 
had  with  him  at  Washington,  that  the  San  Jacinto  would  be  sent  down 
to  join  this  squadron  immediately  on  her  return  to  the  North  from  her 
then  cruise  after  the  Alabama. 

Finally,  this  squadron  is  in  need  of  an  effective  vessel  like  the  one 
in  question.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  thought  it  clearly  my 
duty  to  retain  the  San  Jacinto  until  I  can  receive  advices  from  the 
Department,  and  not  to  send  her  or  permit  her  to  proceed  to  the  North, 
on  a  winter’s  coast,  on  the  chance  of  being  returned  here  immediately. 
In  this  conclusion,  I  trust  I  shall  meet  with  your  approval  and  con¬ 
currence.  Meantime,  I  shall  endeavor  (while  waiting  your  further 
instructions),  to  turn  her  to  good  account.  I  have  ordered  her  to 
repair  forthwith,  and  to  coal,  and  shall,  by  the  day  after  to-morrow, 
have  her  ready  for  sea.  I  hope  to  employ  her  where  she  will  be 
effective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  (I.  S.  Navy,  regarding  change 

of  signal  numbers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  January  18,  1863. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  capture  of  the  Ha7%riet  Lane ,  and  the 
presumption  that  the  signal  book  has  fallen  into  the  enemy’s  hands, 
Rear-Admiral  Farragut  has,  in  his  squadron,  deemed  it  proper  to 
change  the  signals  by  increasing  the  value  of  each  by  one,  leaving  the 
repeaters  as  they  were. 

I  have  ordered  the  same  change  to  be  made  in  the  signals  of  this 
squadron. 

Hoping  it  may  be  approved  by  the  Bureau, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commodore  Charles  H.  Davis, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  for  the  retention  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

Navy  Department,  January  W,  1863. 

(Per  Steamer  TJnion.) 

Sir:  In  a  recent  communication  Commander  Ronckendorff  states 
that  he  will  have  to  visit  Key  W est  soon  for  provisions  for  his  vessel, 
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the  San  Jacinto.  On  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  you  can  retain  her  as 
your  flagship. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  captured  officers  of  the  Confederacy. 

Navy  Department,  January  20,  1863. 

(Per  Steamer  Union.) 

Sir:  You  will  not  hereafter  release  on  parole  any  prisoners  who  are 
officers  in  the  rebel  service,  captured  by  the  vessels  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  but  send  them  North  for  the  Government  to  dispose  of. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
reported  movements  of  the  C.  S.  steamers  Alabama  and  Florida. 

No.  21.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  January  20, 1863. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  Captain  Hazard,  arrived  this  evening  with 
the  enclosed  communication*  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  from  which 
37ou  will  learn  that  theU.  S.  S.  Ilatteras  was  captured  off  Galveston  by 
the  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  or  290.  The  Oneida  also  brings  the  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  rebel  steamer  Florida,  or  Oreto,  escaped  from  Mobile  on 
the  night  of  15th  January  and  was  hotly  pursued  by  the  Cuyler.  When 
last  seen  the  Cuyler  was  about  4  miles  astern  of  the  chase.  Having 
apprehensions  that  the  290  and  the  Oreto  may  have  the  design  of  raising 
the  blockade  of  the  ports  on  my  station  by  uniting  and  capturing  the 
small  blockading  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  scattered  on  blockade  of 
the  different  ports,  I  send  immediately  the  Huntsville  to  St.  Marks  and 
Apalachicola  as  a  precaution.  The  San  Jacinto,  the  only  remaining 
steamer  in  port  capable  of  getting  up  steam,  I  shall  keep  ready  to  put 
upon  their  track  when  I  get  information  of  their  whereabouts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  a  reinforcement  of  steamers  of  speed  and 
force  to  pursue  and  capture  the  rebel  steamers,  as  well  as  protect  my 
line  of  blockade.  I  am  also  informed  by  Lieutenant-Commanders 
Morris  and  Crosman  that  the  rebels  are  building  four  gunboats  on  the 
Chattahoochee  River  under  the  direction  of  Catesby  Jones,  late  of  our 
Navy,  and  that  two  of  them,  heavily  armed,  are  said  to  be  ready  to  come 
down  to  engage  our  blockading  vessels.  This  information  renders  it 

*For  reports  of  the  engagement  between  the  U.  S.  S.  Hatteras,  see  Series  I,  volume 
2,  pp.  18-23. 
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the  more  necessary  that  this  squadron  should  receive  the  support  indi¬ 
cated  above. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Let  Vanderbilt  and  others  be  at  once  put  on  her  track. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  change 

of  signal  numbers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  January  21, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  information  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  of 
the  sinking  of  the  Natteras  by  the  Alabama ,  or  290.  Whether  another 
signal  book  has  fallen  into  the  enemy’s  hands  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say. 
It  is  my  impression  that  the  signal  book  of  the  Hatteaas  had  been  cor¬ 
rected  by  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  according  to  the  enclosed  diagrams. 
It  will  probably  be  necessary  again  to  change  the  signals,  and  with  this 
view  I  address  this  communication  to  the  Bureau. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commodore  Chas.  Id.  Davis, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Navigation. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Cr osman,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
preparation  of  Confederate  gunboats  in  Chattahoochee  River. 

No.  24.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  January  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication 
received  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman,  commanding  the 
Somerset,  blockading  off  Apalachicola,  in  regard  to  the  gunboats  now 
being  fitted  out  by  the  rebels  up  the  Chattahoochee  River.  I  fully 
approve  of  the  suggestions  he  makes,  and  invite  the  consideration  of 
the  Department  to  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Somerset, 

St.  George! s  Sound,  Florida,  January  1 ,  1863. 
Sir:  As  per  order,  I  forward  quarterly  returns  of  ordnance,  coal, 
and  provisions,  reports  of  punishments',  together  with  lists  of  the 
number  of  contrabands. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON.  357 


Upon  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo,  one  of  the  boats  of  this  vessel 
capsized  m  a  squall  Four  men,  among  the  best  in  this  ship,  were 
di owned  and  though  the  islands  have  been  scoured,  no  trace  can  be 
discovered  of  their  bodies.  Their  names  are:  John  Martin,  captain  of 
forecastle;  George  Farrel,  coxswain;  Angus  Sinclair,  captain  of  fore¬ 
castle;  Horace  Bartlett,  seaman. 

The  boats  had  been  going  during  the  day,  and  a  volunteer  crew  was 
sent  upon  her  last  trip.  I  have  forwarded  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
ot  the  A  ayv  the  accounts  of  these  men,  and  have  also  written  to  the 
only  relatives  of  whose  existence  I  am  aware,  the  mother  of  Martin 
and  the  wife  of  Bartlett.  This  sad  loss  brings  my  number  of  vacancies 
up  to  the  following,  viz,  5  seamen,  3  ordinary  seamen,  3  landsmen,  2 
coal  heavers,  and  1  marine,  making  a  total  of  14  men,  or  a  full  gun’s 
crew.  1  earnestly  request  that  these  vacancies  be  filled. 

I  have  on  board  two  months’  provisions  and  16  tons  of  coal.  Upon 
the  beach  of  Sandy  [Sand]  Island,  at  West  Pass,  are  about  80  tons,  the 
.rort  Boy  a  l  having  coaled  there  since  my  last  visit. 

^ .  rUm  mail  steamer  C  ircassian  stopped  oil  the  bar  at  West  Pass  on 
the  29th  of  December  (last  month).  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  circular  issued  by  you,  assuming  the  command  of 
this,  squadron,  of  general  instructions  to  commanding  ofiBcers  upon  the 
station,  and  of  a  circular  calling  attention  to  the  direction  of  the 
Bureau  of  Ordnance  in  relation  to  100-pounder  rifled  guns.  I 
acknowledge  also  general  orders  from  the  Department,  dated  one  on 
the  3d  and  three  on  the  12th  December,  1862,  together  with  a  list  of 
the  vessels  fitting  out  to  run  the  blockade  from  Nassau  and  Havana. 
By  the  Davis  I  sent  through  you  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Navy  and 
War  information  regarding  the  navigability  of  the  Apalachicola  and 
Chattahoochee  rivers.  This  is  reliable,  and  I  beg  you  to  consider  the 
importance  of  this  town  as  a  base  for  offensive  operations  upon  the 
interior. 


The  Confederates  are  now  busily  employed  fortifying  the  banks, 
and  show,  by  the  efforts  they  are  making  to  obstruct  the  channel  of 
the  stream,  how  valuable  they  consider  the  city  of  Columbus  and  the 
whole  interior  by  its  means.  Two  other  steam  gunboats  are  building 
at  Chattahoochee;  two,  the  Chattahoochee  and  Date  Bruce ,  are  now 
ready  for  the  ocean,  and  if  no  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  their 
egress,  though  the  force  at  present  here,  consisting  of  two  steamers, 
may  sink  two  of  them,  yet  the  others  may  elude  us  and  get  to  sea.  It 
is  rumored  that  these  gunboats  are  being  protected  with  bales  of 
cotton  lashed  to  their  sides,  a  reinforcement  of  strength  almost  equiva¬ 
lent  to  iron  plating.  At  this  season  the  river  can  be  traversed  by 
gunboats  drawing  from  3  to  5  feet  water  up  to  Columbus,  thence  rail¬ 
roads  connect  with  Macon,  Augusta,  Milledgeville,  and  Savannah,  in 
Georgia,  and  with  Montgomery  and  Tombigbee  Biver,  whose  mouth  is 
at  Mobile.  A  glance  at  the  map,  or  at  the  enclosed  tracing,*  will  show 
the  immense  advantage  of  an  expedition  sent  immediately,  consisting 
of  six  or  seven  iron-plated  river  gunboats  and  10,000  troops. 

At  least  1,000  head  of  fat  cattle  roam  about  the  island  of  St.  Vincent’s, 
which  is  in  our  undisturbed  possession,  and  these  will  help  furnish 
subsistence  to  the  forces.  It  is  under  the  conviction  that  you  are  not 
possessed  of  these  details  that  I  send  them,  since  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  seems  to  me  so  apparent;  and  though  I  may  be  considered 


*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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presumptuous  in  offering  my  opinion  to  those  of  long  experience,  yet 
1  am  prompted  by  the  feeling  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  officers  to  do 
their  utmost  in  all  legitimate  ways  to  further  the  crushing  of  this 

rebellion.  , 

Conscript  officers  are  impressing  all  men  between  the  ages  ot  lb  and 
60  on  the  river,  and,  it  is  rumored,  will  visit  the  city  of  _  Apalachicola 
for  that  object.  The  people  here  are  starving  and,  even  if  authorized, 
I  have  not  provisions  enough  to  make  regular  issues  of  rations;  even 
if  food  were  sent  ashore,  it  would  perhaps  be  confiscated  and  be  sent 
up  the  river,  as  they  are  nearly  all  women  and  children,  and  among 
the  citizens  several  Union  men.  The  entire  population  being  stigma¬ 
tized  as  traitors  by  the  Confederates,  it  seems  hard  to  witness  and 
not  alleviate  their  sufferings. 

The  presence  in  the  town  of  an  armed  force  of  Union  troops,  taking 
the  town  under  the  protection  of  the  Glovernment,  would  be  sufficient 
to  bring  down  numbers  of  white  refugees  to  swell  the  number  under 
arms. 

January  1J — Yesterday  1  received  a  communication  from  Brigadier- 
General  Joseph  Finegan,  of  the  Confederate  forces,  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  30th  of  last  October.  _  I  enclose  a  copy.  As  mentioned  in  a 
communication  to  Rear-Admiral  Gardner,  I  released  the  prisoners 
spoken  of,  after  they  had  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  U.  S. 
Government. 

The  bodies  of  John  Martin,  Angus  Sinclair,  and  George  Farrel  have 
been  discovered  upon  the  beach  of  sand  and  St.  George’s  Island;  they 
have  all  been  interred,  and  suitable  headboards  are  in  process  of 
construction. 

Up  to  this  date  I  have  68  tons  of  coal  and,  excepting  bread,  of  which 
I  have  but  fifteen  days,  one  and  one-half  months’  provisions;  there 
remain  upon  Sand  Island  but  five  or  six  tons  of  coal.  I  again  call  your 
attention  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  bread  sent  from  the  storehouse 
in  Key  W  est. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Somerset. 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailet, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders 
issued  to  the  U.  S.  steamers  Oneida  and  San  Jacinto  in  searching  for 
the  C.  S.  S.  Florida. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  January  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  information  last  night  from  Havana  of  the  fact  that 
the  rebel  steamer  Florida,  or  Oreto ,  was  in  that  port.  1  immediately 
sent  word  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  San  Jacinto  *  and  Oneida , 
the  only  available  steamers  in  port,  to  hurry  with  their  preparations 
for  sea,  and  they  will  both  be  off  to-night.  My  orders  to  them  are  to 
proceed  off  Havana  and  send  in  an  army  tug,  which  Colonel  [T.  H.] 
Good,  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at  this  place,  has  kindly 


*For  order  to  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  see  Series  I,  volume  1,  p.  52. 
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placed  at  my  disposal,  to  communicate  with  the  consul,  and  ascertain 
whether  the  Oreto  is  still  there.  If  she  is  still  in  Havana,  the  Oneida 
and  San  Jacinto  will  he  off  and  prevent  her  escape,  but  if  she  is  already 
off,  they  have  orders  to  separate  and  cruise  for  her,  using  their  best 
judgments  in  connection  with  the  information  they  will  receive  from 
Consul  Shufeldt,  as  to  tracks  they  will  follow  to  fall  in  with  her. 

Phe  captain  of  the  army  tug  Rainey ,  which  broug'ht  the  news  from 
Havana,  sais  that  the  Florida  is  of  about  1,000  tons,  bark-rigged, 
,moun^n8’  sigtit  \  Ill-inch  guns  and  2  heavy  rifle  guns  on  pfvots.5 
ohe  has  a  coat  of  lead-color  paint  on  her,  much  defaced,  and  she  will 
probably  repaint  in  Havana. 

The  above  information  does  not  come  from  Consul  Shufeldt,  but  is 
what  the  captain  of  the  Rainey  saw  and  learned  while  in  Havana. 

In  great  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign 
Mendall ,  L.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  IT.  S.  schooner 
Beauregard. 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  January  39,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  ordnance  ship  Dale  and  you 
will  relieve  Acting  Master  William  A.  Arthur  in  command  of  the 
schooner  Beauregard,  receipting  to  him  for  all  stores,  etc.,  on  board. 
In  addition  to  this  you  will  assume  charge  of  the  prize  steamer  Pearl 
(subject  to  the  decision  of  the  prize  court)  and  such  other  duty  as  has 
been  heretofore  assigned  to  Acting  Master  Arthur,  receiving  from 
him  all  the  necessary  instructions,  etc. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  John  T.  Mendall, 

Ordnance  Ship  Dale. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Sagamore,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop 
Elizabeth. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Of  Jupiter  Inlet,  Fla.,  January  39,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  28th  instant  I  captured  the  English  sloop  Elizabeth ,  of 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  at  the  mouth  of  Jupiter  Inlet,  with  a  cargo 
consisting  chiefly  of  salt.  She  had  struck  in  crossing  the  bar  and 
bilged,  damaging  herself  and  cargo  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  them 
worthless.  I  then  gave  orders  to  set  her  on  fire,  which  was  done. 
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Her  master  deserted  her  immediately  after  striking  and  before  we 
could  make  the  capture.  I  learn  from  some  of  the  crew  that  his  name 
is  Fredk.  Sweeting,  the  same  person  who  commanded  the  schooner 
Agnes,  captured  by  this  vessel  in  Indian  Fiver  in  November  last. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Ordeti 1  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Lear- Admiral  Bailey , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  granting  permission  to  acquire  such  prize  vessels  as 
needed  in  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  January  30,  1863. 
Sir:  The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  has  submitted  to  the 
Department  your  letter  to  him  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which  you  request 
authority  to  take  into  the  service  prize  vessels  that  have  been  con¬ 
demned  and  that  you  may  find  suitable  for  your  purposes  in  enforcing 
the  blockade. 

The  Department  sees  no  objection  to  permitting  you  to  take  a  vessel 
under  such  circumstances,  with  the  consent  of  the  prize  court  and  at 
a  reasonable  valuation.  You  will,  when  a  vessel  is  to  be  taken,  report 
the  case  to  the  Department  as  early  as  practicable,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  appraisement  and  all  other  necessary  information. 

The  Department  will  expect  from  you  a  discreet  use  of  this  author¬ 
ity  and  a  careful  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  any  expenditure 
which  its  exercise  may  render  necessary. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodores  Bailey, 

Corndg  East  Gulf  Block, dg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Schenck,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  the  cruising  ground  for  the  schooner 
Two  Sisters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

January  31,  [18631] 

Sir:  1  wish  you  to  send  the  schooner  Two  Sisters  (attached  to  your 
command  as  a  tender)  to  cruise  between  the  Tortugas  Islands  and  Boca 
Grande,  off  what  is  called  the  Quicksand  Passages.  He  will  be  vigi¬ 
lant  in  capturing  all  enemy’s  vessels  he  may  meet  and  others  breaking 
or  intending  to  run  the  blockade,  and  will  return  to  this  port  when  in 
want  of  supplies. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Corndg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  F.  Schenck, 

Commanding  U.  S.  frigate  St.  Lawrence. 
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Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  February  1, 

1863. 


Name. 

Commander. 

Amanda . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch . 

Dale . 

Ethan  Allen . 

Acte:.  Master  I.  A.  Perm  ell 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Acte:.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate. .. 

Huntsville . 

J .  S.  Chambers . 

Acte:.  Master  L.  Nickerson 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Penguin . 

Port  Royal . 

Pursuit . 

Roebuck  . 

Sagamore . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English  . 

St.  Lawrence . 

Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck. 

San  Jacinto . 

Comdr.  W.  Ronckendorff 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb  . 

Tahoma . T . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes . . . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master  E.  S.  Turner . 

Class  and  station. 


Bark.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East  Pass. 

Sloop  of  war.  Ordnance  ship,  Kev 
West. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  west  of 
Apalachicola. 

Schooner.  Guard  ship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River  and  Jupiter 
Inlet. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Steamer.  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Bark.  Carrying  supplies  to  squadron. 

Steamer.  Key  West,  repairing  boilers. 

Steamer.  Key  West,  repairing  boilers. 
Sails  to-morrow  for  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  St.  George's  Sound,  West 
Pass. 

Bark.  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Jupiter  Inlet. 

Frigate.  Flagship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  On  a  cruise  after  the 
Alabama. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 
Pass. 

Steamer.  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Charlotte’  Harbor. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
disposition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

No.  38.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  February  1 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  day,  of  your 
communication  dated  January  20,  1863,  in  relation  to  retaining  the 
San  Jacinto  as  my  flagship.  As  you  will  have  been  informed  by  my 
previous  dispatches  Nos.  20  and  22,  I  anticipated  the  action  of  the 
Department  and  retained  the  San  Jacinto  until  I  should  hear  further 
from  you.  Having  received  intelligence  that  the  Oreto  was  at  Havana, 
I  at  once  (on  the  22d  ultimo)  dispatched  the  San  Jacinto  and  the  Oneida 
(of  Admiral  Farragut’s  Squadron),  which  happened  at  the  moment 
to  be  at  this  port,  in  search  of  her,  since  which  time  I  have  not  heard 
from  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Semmes ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Tahoma ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 

Margaret. 

U.  S.  S.  Tahoma, 

At  Sea ,  February  1,  I860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  of  the  capture  of  the  British 
schooner  Margaret  by  this  vessel  and  the  U.  S.  S.  ILend/rick  Hudson 
about  4  p.  m.  to-day  in  latitude  27°  52'  N.,  and  longitude  83°  W., 
in  6£  fathoms  of  water,  Egmont  Key  light-house,  bearing  S.  E.  \  S. 
nearly  distant  24  miles. 

The  captain  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  intended  to  try  to  run  into 
St.  Marks. 

I  enclose  herewith  lists  of  the  officers  and  crew  entitled  to  share  in 
the  prize  money. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Arthur ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  S. 

schooner  Two  Sisters,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Richards. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Two  Sisters, 

Tender  to  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Lawrence, 

Off  Boca  Grande,  February  %,  1863. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  statement  concerning  the  capture  of  the 
sloop  Richards: 

On  February  1,  while  cruising  in  the  channel  between  Boca  Grande 
and  the  Quicksands,  according  to  your  instruction,  a  sail  hove  in  sight 
at  5  p.  m.  about  3  points  on  our  weather  bow.  We  were  steering 
N.  E.,  the  wind  being  S.  E.  We  gave  chase  and  shortly  made  her  out 
to  be  a  sloop  steering  about  north.  I  stood  for  her  until  dark,  when 
I  lost  sight  of  her.  The  wind  having  died  away,  I  sent  a  boat  in  charge 
of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Louis  [R.]  Chester  in  the  direction  where  the 
vessel  was  last  seen.  At  9:15  saw  a  light  in  the  direction  the  boat 
went.  At  12:15  midnight  a  sloop  came  within  hail,  and  was  found  to 
be  the  chase  with  Master’s  Mate  Louis  Chester  on  board.  He  reported 
to  me  having  boarded  the  sloop  7  miles  from  Boca  Grande.  She  was 
steering  north,  the  wind  being  S.  E.  She  proved  to  [be]  the  sloop  Rich¬ 
ards,  from  Havana,  St.  Thomas,  but  bound  to  Matamoras.  Having 
examined  her  papers  and  found  that  she  had  a  cargo  of  salt,  coffee, 
liquors,  shoes,  etc.  Considering  the  position  she  was  in  when  boarded, 
she  was  evidently  bound  to  the  mainland,  and  under  that  conviction  I 
brought  her  in  port  to  be  examined. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Arthur, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  F.  Schenck, 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Lawrence. 
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.Report  of  Acting  Master  Pennell ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
lark  Etlian  Allen ,  giving  information  received  from  contrabands 
regarding  the  schooner  Name. 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

St.  Joseph's  Ray ,  February  7, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  according-  to  instructions 
received  January  26  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  C. 
Rogers,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  I  proceeded  on  that  day  to 
St.  Andrew’s  Bay  to  blockade  that  port  until  relieved  by  the  U.  S. 
bark  Roebuck. 

On  the  1st  instant  the  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck  arrived.  The  wind  being- 
ahead,  I  could  not  get  to  sea  until  the  5th,  when  I  got  underway  and 
proceeded  back  to  this  bay  and  resumed  the  blockade. 

While  at  St.  Andrew’s  I  received  two  contrabands  from  Marianna, 
Jackson  County,  Fla.  One  of  them,  a  very  intelligent  mulatto,  informs 
me  that  the  schooner  Nairn  lay  8  miles  up  the  West  Bay.  Her  cargo 
of  cotton  had  been  discharged  and  transported  to  Columbus.  The 
schooner  has  been  stripped  of  all  light  spars,  sails,  and  rigging,  and 
lay  at  anchor  in  the  stream  with  nothing  on  board.  Lower  masts  and 
bowsprit  standing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  A.  Pennell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  M aster’s  Mate  Crane ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expedi¬ 
tion  in  St.  John’s  River ,  and  stating  reasons  for  noncompliance  with 
instructions. 

J upiter  Inlet,  Fla.  ,  February  7,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  herewith  the  result  of  an 
expedition,  under  your  auspices  and  my  immediate  command,  for  the 
St.  John’s  River,  together  with  reasons  for  the  noncompliance  with 
your  instructions  to  me,  dated  January  3,  1863,  and  respectfully  beg 
your  approval. 

The  evening  we  left  your  ship  and  got  underway  Mr.  Thompson, 
one  of  our  party,  was  taken  quite  ill.  We  continued  up  the  river, 
however,  until  near  Indian  River  Narrows,  when,  coming  suddenly 
upon  a  boat  and  finding  ourselves  discovered,  determined  to  capture 
her.  She  proved  to  contain  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Pride  from 
Nassau,  after  salt  discharged  by  that  vessel  and  near  at  hand.  After 
destroying  47  sacks  (188  bushels),  we  returned  to  the  inlet  with  the 
boat  and  prisoners,  and  turned  them  over  to  Captain  Baxter,  com¬ 
manding  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea.  The  medical  officer  of  that  ship  reported 
Mr.  Thompson  as  seriously  ill  and  unfit  for  duty,  which  determined 
me  to  report  my  command  to  Captain  Baxter  for  service. 

The  results  up  to  this  date  are  as  follows: 

January  7. — In  company  with  Mr.  Coffin  and  boat’s  crew  of  the 
bark,  captured  a  small  boat,  together  with  all  the  camp  equipage, 
provisions,  etc.,  of  two  men  supposed  to  be  rebel  spies. 

January  9. — Captured  with  same  party  an  empty  and  unmanned 
schooner  named  Flying  Cloud ,  from  Nassau,  at  St.  Lucie  River,  and 
burned  her, 
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January  16. — Found  45  sacks  of  salt  at  Conch  Bar,  near  Jupiter, 
and  destroyed  the  same. 

January  17. — Captured  a  boat  and  two  men  near  St.  Lucie  River. 

January  18. — Found  4  bales  of  cotton  at  or  in  St.  Lucie  River. 

February  2. — Found  three  several  parcels  of  salt,  41  sacks  (130 
bushels),  near  Jupiter,  and  destroyed  them.  I  detached  a  party  of 
five  men  on  the  morning  of  February  3  to  Jupiter  Narrows,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  finding  4  bales  of  cotton  and  bringing  with  them  2;  they 
reached  us  last  evening  late. 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  we  have  not  been  very  idle,  as  the  intervening 
time  has  been  filled  in  searching  after  cargoes,  etc. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  returned  to  our  party,  and  we  are  now  ready  for 
our  original  destination. 

Febmary  7. — Found  two  casks,  partly  filled  with  sperm  oil,  near 
this  place,  and  47  sacks  of  salt,  one  boat  sail,  etc. 

Hoping  that  this  condensed  report  may  meet  your  favorable  con¬ 
sideration, 

I  am,  respectfully, 


H.  A.  Crane, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Lieutenant-Commander  E.  English, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War ,  giving 
information  regarding _  the  presence  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Chattachoochee 
and  gunboats  building  in  the  Apalachicola  Biver>\ 


Navy  Department,  February  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  information  that  the  rebel  gunboat  Chat¬ 
tahoochee  is  now  in  the  Apalachicola  River,  waiting  a  suitable  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  run  out,  and  that  there  [are]  also  other  gunboats  building  up 
that  river  within  reach  of  our  light-draft  steamers.  It  is  thought  that 
a  joint  naval  and  military  expedition,  upon  a  small  scale,  could  effect 
the  capture  or  destruction  of  those  vessels  and  inflict  other  serious 
injury  upon  the  insurgents  in  that  quarter.  1  would  therefore  respect¬ 
fully  request  that  a  suitable  military  force  may  be  detailed  to  cooperate 
with  such  a  naval  force  as  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  at  Key  West, 
may  consider  necessary  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

I  am,  respectf uily,  etc. , 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  for  an  investigation  of  conditions  in  Apalachicola 
Biver. 

Navy  Department,  February  10 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  received  your  letters  of  the  9th  and  21st  ultimo,  enclosing 
communications  from  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  affairs  on  the  Apalachicola  River. 

The  Department  desires  you  to  examine  into  the  subject  of  those 
reports,  and  if,  in  your  opinion,  an  expedition  for  capturing  or  destroy- 
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ing  the  rebel  gunboats  on  the  Apalachicola  be  advisable,  a  military 
torce  will  be  detailed  to  cooperate  with  you  in  such  an  expedition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailey,  etc. , 

Key  West,  Fla. 


Repoy t  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Railey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 

Coast- Survey  steamer  Vixen. 

^No.  53.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  February  10,  1863. 

Sir.  d  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  dated  January  30,  1863,  directing  me  to  have  an  eye  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Coast-Survey  steamer  Vixen.  I  shall  fulfill  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  Department.  The  steamer  Vixen  came  into  this  port  this 
afternoon. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Real'- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Rlockdg .  Sguadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Report  of  Acting  Afaster  Willcomb ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S. 

S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  regarding  attacks  upon  Confederate  encamp¬ 
ment  and  steamer  near  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Off  St.  Marks,  February  10, 1863. 

Sir:  On  the  1st  instant  I  steamed  in  and  came  to  inside  of  Long 
Bar,  when  I  perceived  a  rebel  encampment,  which  I  shelled  and  caused 
the  enemy  to  retreat  to  the  town.  What  loss  they  sustained  I  am 
unable  to  state,  as  I  could  not  see  the  effects  of  our  shells. 

At  2  p.  m.  we  saw  a  small  rebel  river  steamer  coming  down  past  the 
town.  She  came  nearly  to  Four  Mile  Point,  and  then  stopped, 
apparently  to  reconnoiter.  As  soon  as  I  could  perceive  that  she  did 
not  intend  to  approach  nearer,  I  began  shelling  her  with  our  rifle  gun, 
our  shells  bursting  over  and  around  them  in  such  a  manner  as  caused 
me  to  think  she  was  hit.  However,  hit  or  not,  they  turned  and  steamed 
up  again  as  far  as  they  could  beyond  the  fort.  I  have  steamed  down 
as  far  as  Econfenee  River  on  one  occasion,  but  saw  no  vessel  of  any 
kind,  but  I  think  a  small  vessel  off  the  mouth  of  the  above-named  river 
would  be  of  service. 

I  am  informed  by  the  pilot  that  the  rebels  have  now  in  operation  at 
Newport,  5  miles  above  St.  Marks,  a  foundry  and  machine  shop,  where 
they  arc  casting  shot  and  shells  for  the  rebels. 

He  also  tells  me  that  he  can  not  take  this  vessel  up  unless  he  could 
stake  out  the  channel  and  have  a  very  high  tide.  One  difficulty  arises 
in  my  going  in  over  the  bar;  if  inside  I  can  not  get  out  at  low  tide,  and 
if  out,  cannot  get  inside.  Of  the  two  evils  I  have,  I  think,  chosen  the 
least,  taking  a  berth  close  as  I  can  outside  the  bar,  and  I  do  not  think 
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that  any  vessels  can  possibly  get  in  or  out  without  our  seeing  them, 
and  I  change  my  position  so  often  that  they  can  not  tell  where  1  am  at 
night.  I  am  obliged  to  keep  up  fires  constantly,  so  as  to  be  ready,  tor 
any  emergency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  ^ 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence ,  Key  West. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squad'/  on , 

February  IS,  1863. 


Name. 


Amanda . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Ethan  Allen . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . . . 

Hendrick  Hudson 
Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers  ... 
J.  L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Penguin . T . . 

Port  Royal . 

Pursuit . 

Roebuck  . 

Sagamore . 

St.  Lawrence . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 

Two  Sisters . 


Commander. 


Act g.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch - 

Actg.  Master  J.  0.  Barclay - 

Capt.  Wm.  M.  Walker . 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell - 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock  . . 

Actg.  Lt.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter - 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers 


Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson 
Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 


Actg.  Master  C.  Potter  . . 
Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson. 
Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Comdr.  W.  Ronckendorff - 


Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman. 


Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes - 

Actg.  Master  E.  S.  Turner - 


Class  and  station. 


Bark.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East  Pass. 
Ordnance  ship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Key  West,  repairing. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Schooner.  Guard  ship,  Key  West. 
Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River  and  Jupiter 
Inlet. 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

Off  J upiter  Inlet  and  Indian 


Steamer. 

Steamer. 

River. 

Schooner. 

Schooner, 
ron. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Pass. 

Bark.  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Jupiter  Inlet. 

Flagship,  Key  West. 

Gone  north  with  broken 


Charlotte  Harbor. 
Carrying  supplies  to  squad- 

Key  West,  under  repair. 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

St.  George’s  Sound,  West 


St.  George’s  Sound,  West 


Frigate. 

Steamer. 

shaft. 

Steamer. 

Pass. 

Steamer.  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 
Schooner.  Tender  to  St.  Lawrence,  off 
Boca  Grande  and  Quicksand  Pas- 


Ariel . 

Julia . 

Ezilda . 

Beauregard . 

Brockenborough 


sage. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  St.  Lawrence, 
passages  of  Florida  Reef,  Sombrero 
Key  to  Cape  Sable. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Tahoma,  Tampa 
Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry, 
Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal  and 
Somerset,  Apalachicola. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  appropriation  of  prizes  for  service 
in  the  squadron. 

Unofficial.]  Navy  Department,  February  16,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo.  You  are 
right  in  shifting  and  changing  to  work  out  the  poor  trash,  which  accom¬ 
panies  even  the  blessed  institution  of  slavery.  We  have  sent  you  the 
De  Soto,  a  fast  steamer,  with  a  big  load  of  fuel.  That  is  all  we  can  do 
at  present.  You  must  see  the  judge  and  the  U.  S.  attorney  at  Key 
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West,  and  take  any  vessels  you  want,  especially  steamers,  and  fit 
tnem  up  You  have  a  right  to  take  them  before  delivering  them  to 
the  court  W e  have  been  trying  to  get  the  Adda  for  six  months.  If 
vve  take  them  previous  to  delivery,  it  will  hurry  matters  very  much, 
ou  have  a  fine  fleet  in  your  harbor,  and  ought  to  have  them  all.  I 
*  have  had  a  long-  talk  with  the  general  in  chief  about  the  rebel  ironclads, 
rn  anything  requiring  army  cooperation  he  will  await 

tuli  details  from  vou,  which  we  have  asked  for.  The  Army  seems  will- 
mg  to  lend  us  a  hand,  but  opposed  to  occupying  any  more  points  on 
the  southern  coast.  The  disreputable  and  pusillanimous  conduct  of 
our  navy  in  lexas  waters  has  emboldened  secesh,  and  you  must  look 
out  oil  every  port.  Boarding  nettings  would  have  saved  the  Harriet 
l^ane.  ihe  St.  Lawrence  will  be  ordered  home  in  the  spring  and 
whatever  changes  you  deem  advisable  you  must  make.  She  only  ought 
to  take  men  enough  to  render  her  voyage  safe,  leaving  stores,  etc., 
behind.  1  ou  better  suggest  to  the  Department,  after  consulting  the 
surgeons,  the  latest  period  she  can  remain  in  safety.  I  sent  off  the 
Chalmette  flag,  as  you  requested,  to  Mrs.  Jones.  I  trust  that  no  dis¬ 
aster  may  happen  m  your  command,  but  if  one  does  the  country  can 
bear  it  if  it  resembles  the  Cumberland  affair  rather  than  the  Galveston 
disgrace. 

Very  truly,  yours,  G.  V.  Fox. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
arrival  at  Key  West  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  U.  S.  Si 
ILatteras. 


49-]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  February  19,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  14th  instant  Lieutenant-Commander  PI.  C.  Blake  and  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  late  steamer  Hatteras  arrived  at  this  place  from 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  in  the  American  ship  Borodine.  1  at  once  received 
them  on  board  this  ship,  and,  as  they  were  all  in  nearly  a  destitute  con¬ 
dition,  caused  them  to  be  rationed  and  supplied  with  such  articles  of 
clothing  as  they  stood  in  need  of.  The  colonel  commanding  the  post 
has  kindly  offered  them  passage  to  New  York  in  the  transport  Star  of 
the  South,  which  has  been  accepted,  and  they  will  probably  sail  in  the 
morning.  Nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  Oreto  since  she  was  chased 
by  the  Sonoma  through  the  Bahama  Banks.  ' 

I  am,  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Grosman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
V.  S.  S.  Somerset,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 
Hortense. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Somerset, 

Off  Neio  Inlet,  St.  George’s  Sound,  February  19,  1863. 
Sir:  Yesterday,  the  18th,  while  at  anchor  at  this  place,  discovering 
a  small  fore-and-aft  schooner  standing  along  the  shore  to  the  westward, 
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outside  St.  George’s  Island,  I  dispatched  Acting  Master  Higbee  in 
charge  of  one  of  the  cutters  of  this  vessel,  with  an  armed  crew,  to  give 
chase,  and  followed  shortly  myself  in  the  armed  sloop  Brockenboroug A, 
officered  and  manned  from  the  Somerset. 

The  sail  was  seen  at  about  1:50  and  at  2  p.  m.  the  boat  started,  or  there¬ 
abouts.  The  boat  overhauled  and  captured  the  vessel  in  latitude  29l 
33'  N.,  longitude  84°  55'  W.,  the  pass  called  New  Inlet  bearing  (per 
compass)  about  N. ,  and  distant  3  miles. 

I  met  the  prize,  which  was  headed  toward  me  by  the  officer  in  charge 
and  was  told  by  the  officer  and  captain  that  it  was  the  Hortense ,  from 
Havana,  bound  to  Mobile. 

All  the  papers,  together  with  an  old  and  apparently  well-used  Con¬ 
federate  ensign,  I  send  by  Acting  Master  Higbee,  in  command  of  the 

^  At  the  time  of  capture  the  Somerset  was  in  signal  distance  of  the 
U.  S.  steamers  Penguin  and  Port  Royal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Grosman, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Na/vy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commcmder  Williamson ,  T!  S.  Navy%  regarding  service 
performed  by  the  armed  sloop  Brockenboroug h  in  ■ capture  of  small 
schooner. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

West  Pass ,  St.  George's  Sound ,  February  W,  1863. 
Sir:  On  the  18th  I  sent  the  armed  sloop  Brockenboroug h  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  Somerset ,  stationed  off  New  Inlet.  On  her  arrival 
there  she  was  sent  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Grosman  in  chase  of  a 
small  schooner  off  the  pass,  and  seen  from  this  vessel.  The  schooner 
was  captured,  and  I  send  her  to  Key  West  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  Somerset ,  Acting  Master  Higbee,  with  all  the  required 
reports  of  the  captain  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  and  the 
papers  found  on  board. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Williamson, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary .  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  information  from  Belize ,  British  Hondu¬ 
ras ,  regarding  movements  of  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  February  W,  1863. 
Sir:  I  submit  for  your  information  the  following  extract  from  a 
recent  dispatch,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  U.  S. 
commercial  agent  at  Belize: 

All  the  Confederate  vessels  running  the  blockade  for  the  ports  of  Sisal,  Belize,  or 
Jamaica,  or  returning,  pass  between  Cape  [San]  Antonio  and  Cape  Catoche,  those 
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of  light  draft  like  Green  Bird,  Pelican,  and  Break  O'  Day,  running  close  in  Cape  Catoche 
shore.  No  cruiser  has  been  seen  for  some  months  between  these  points.  A  small 
steamer  of  light  draft  of  water  would  doubtless  capture  most  of  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron;  Key  West. 


Boat  expeditions  for  the  capture  of  schooners  in  Indian  River ,  Febru¬ 
ary  23,  and  Mosquito  Inlet ,  March  2,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

No.  92.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  March  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  here  this  morning  of  the  steamer 
Huntsville  from  a  short  cruise  between  Havana  and  the  Tortugas;  also 
the  return  of  the  gunboat  Sagamore  from  as  far  up  the  coast  as  Mos¬ 
quito  Inlet,  where  she  went  in  consequence  of  information  received  at 
Indian  River. 

I  enclose  an  interesting  report  of  an  expedition  made  by  the  boats 
of  the  Sagamore  to  the  town  of  [New]  Smyrna  for  the  purpose  of  cap¬ 
turing  or  destroying  a  vessel  [ Florence  Nightingale\  loaded  with  cotton, 
in  which  a  brisk  engagement  of  twenty  minutes’  duration  occurred, 
resulting  in  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  and,  unfortunately  also,  in 
a  loss  on  our  side  of  1  killed  and  5  wounded.  The  officers  and  men  of 
the  expedition  appear  to  have  behaved  with  great  spirit  and  judgment, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  promotion  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Jeff.  A. 
Slamm,  who  commanded  the  party,  to  the  grade  of  acting  ensign, 
would  be  not  only  a  proper  acknowledgment  of  his  conduct  on  the 
occasion,  and  a  step  warranted  by  his  general  deportment  and  ability, 
but  would  also  incite  others  to  emulate  his  example. 

I  enclose  also  a  report  from  Volunteer  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry 
A.  Crane,  of  the  Sagamore,  whose  history  and  services  merit  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Department.  He  came  off  to  one  of  our  vessels  from  Indian 
River  some  time  in  December  last  and  offered  his  own  services,  together 
with  those  of  seven  other  residents,  in  behalf  of  the  Government,  prom¬ 
ising  to  furnish  their  own  arms  and  boats.  By  my  directions  they  were 
received  as  supernumeraries  on  the  books  of  the  Sagamore,  in  order  to 
confer  a  legality  upon  their  hostile  proceedings  against  the  rebels,  Mr. 
Crane  being  rated  as  volunteer  acting  master’s  mate,  one  of  the  others 
as  first-class  fireman,  and  the  other  six  as  landsmen.  Their  subsequent 
operations,  in  concert  with  the  boats  of  the  Sagamore  and  Gem  of  the 
Sea,  have  been  of  efficient  service  in  clearing  out  the  rebels  from  Indian 
River  and  in  breaking  up  their  connection  with  the  lawless  traders  of 
Nassau;  and  it  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  without  the  local  knowl¬ 
edge  and  personal  acquaintance  possessed  by  these  men  it  would  have 
been  nearly  impossible  to  effect  this  very  desirable  object.  This  last 
achievement  of  theirs,  wholly  unassisted  as  they  were  against  nearly 
double  their  own  numbers,  and  showing  such  determined  bravery  and 
endurance,  is  of  a  brilliancy  to  merit  special  recognition  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  The  results  of  their  expedition,  consisting  of  a  sloop  and  a 
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boat,  together  with  35  bales  of  sea-island  cotton,  arrived  here  this 
morning  in  the  Sagamore. 

Respectfully, 

-  Theodorus  Bailet, 

Aetg.  Rear-Admiral , 
Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  report  of  officer  com¬ 
manding  expedition  to  Mosquito  Inlet. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  Florida ,  March  f  1863. 

Sir:  Whilst  blockading  at  Indian  River  I  received  perfectly  reliable 
Information  that  a  schooner  was  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  loading 
with  cotton.  Having  understood  that  there  was  no  blockading  vessel 
stationed  off  there,  I  proceeded  to  that  place,  leaving  the  U.  S.  bark 
Gem  of  the  Sea  at  this.  Arriving  there  on  the  28th  day  of  F  ebruary,  the 
schooner  could  be  seen  inside.  Not  wishing  to  expose  my  crew  when 
I  was  under  the  impression  they  had  a  gun  planted  in  such  a  position 
as  to  rake  any  boats  that  might  attempt  to  pass  up  the  narrow  river, 
I  therefore  threw  a  few  shells  over  in  hopes  I  might  force  them  to  fire 
her.  Failing  to  accomplish  this,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  I 
started  an  expedition  in  to  cut  her  out  or  burn  her,  under  charge  of 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  A.  Slamm.  Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  Act¬ 
ing  Master’s  Mate  Slamm’s  report  of  the  result  of  the  expedition;  also 
the  medical  officer’s  report.  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Hugh 
Maguire  (seaman)  and  other  casualties.  The  result  of  the  expedition 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted  under  so  young  an  officer 
deserves  commendation.  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  they  would 
have  met  with  firm  resistance  from  the  time  of  entering  the  river  until 
getting  out. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Slamm,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition  to  Mosquito 

Inlet. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  Florida ,  March  2,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  dated  March  1,  directing  me  to 
proceed  with  a  boat  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  or  burn¬ 
ing  a  schooner  [. Florence  Nightingale *],  supposed  to  be  laden  with 
cotton,  near  the  town  of  Smyrna,  I  left  the  ship  at  5  o’clock  a.  m. 
with  the  following  boats  and  volunteers,  viz:  Ship’s  launch,  with 
myself,  assisted  by  Third  Assistant  Engineer  F.  G.  Coggin  and  a  crew 


*  See  report  English,  March  17,  1863. 
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of  13  men;  first  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Franklin 
F.  Ford  with  7  men;  second  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Charles  K.  Fleming  with  11  men;  gig  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  George  B.  Sidell  with  5  men. 

I  he  boats  proceeded  up  the  river  and  sighted  the  schooner  without 
meeting  any  resistance,  when  I  suddenly  discovered  she  had  been  fired 
b}'  a  party  that  was  seen  to  run  on  board.  The  cutters  were  then 
ordered  to  board  and  bring  her  out  if  possible,  while  I  shelled  the 
banks  and  bushes.  In  boarding  they  were  fired  upon  by  what  appeared 
to  be  a  party  of  some  25  or  30  men  concealed  in  the  bushes  behind  an 
embankment  close  by  her.  Finding  it  impossible  to  extinguish  the 
fire,  the  vessel  hard  and  fast  on  the  bottom,  the  tide  still  falling,  and 
the  object  of  the  expedition  being  accomplished,  I  deemed  it  folly  to 
expose  my  men  longer,  so  ordered  a  return  to  the  ship. 

I  regret  to  state,  while  in  the  act  of  boarding,  Hugh  Maguire 
(seaman)  was  shot  dead,  and  the  majority  of  the  first  cutter  were 
wounded.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Franklin  E.  Ford,  of  the  first  cutter, 
although  wounded  himself,  shot  one  of  the  enemy  dead  while  in  the 
act  of  firing  on  the  boarding  party,  and  his  coolness  during  the  whole 
affair  deserves  especial  praise.  The  engagement  lasted  about  twentv 
minutes;  from  appearances  the  enemy  must  have  suffered  badly,  with 
the  continual  discharges  of  canister  at  short  range.  On  our  return 
the  boats  were  fired  upon  for  about  half  a  mile  by  scattered  parties 
concealed  along  the  banks,  which  was  well  replied  to. 

The  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  and  performed  their 
duties  with  entire  satisfaction,  and  proved  themselves  to  be  composed 
of  the  right  material. 

The  schooner  was  about  150  tons  burden,  laden  with  cotton,  and 
apparently  ready  to  sail,  only  waiting,  I  should  judge,  for  the  spring 
tides  to  cross  the  bar. 

There  appeared  to  be  quite  a  considerable  amount  of  cotton  in  a 
storehouse  a  short  distance  from  where  the  schooner  was  moored. 
Not  deeming  it  safe  to  land  my  small  party,  I  could  not  destroy  it. 

I  expended  in  ammunition  the  following,  viz:  Eight  canister,  four 
shrapnel,  two  shells,  and  six  rounds  for  the  rifles. 

In  conclusion,  I  regret  to  submit  the  following  list  of  casualties, 
viz:  Killed,  Hugh  Maguire  (seaman);  wounded,  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Franklin  E.  Ford,  Levi  K.  Green  (captain  of  forecastle),  Ros¬ 
well  C.  Lewis  (seaman),  John  McCann  (ordinary  seaman),  Neil 
McDonald  (seaman). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jeff.  A.  Slamm, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore. 

[Enclosure.] 

Report  of  casualties. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  Florida ,  March  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  resulting  from  the 
engagement  of  the  boats  with  the  enemy  to-day: 

Killed,  1.  Hugh  Maguire,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  chest. 
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Severely  wounded,  3.  Roswell  C.  Lewis,  seaman;  rifle  ball  through 
chest  and  left  lung.  Neil  McDonald,  seaman;  hand.  John  McCann, 
ordinary  seaman;  arm. 

Slightly  wounded,  3.  Franklin  E.  Ford,  acting  master’s  mate;  gun¬ 
shot  wound  of  hip.  Levi  K.  Green,  captain  of  forecastle;  shoulder. 
Timothy  Sullivan,  coal  heaver;  leg. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  K.  Scofield, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Report  of  Volunteer  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Crane,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 

schooner  Charm  in  Indian  River. 

Off  Indian  River,  Florida,  March  J,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  from  Jupiter  Inlet,  dated  February  8, 1  beg  leave 
to  report  that  on  the  12th  ultimo  I  succeeded  in  finding  a  lot  of  articles 
pertaining  to  the  light-house  at  that  place,  together  with  58  sacks  of 
salt,  chest  of  tools,  sails,  etc. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  dated  January  4,  I  proceeded  up 
the  river  on  the  20th  February.  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  move  at  night 
exclusively,  to  prevent  observation  and  alarm.  On  the  morning  of 
the  22d  laid  by  in  the  narrows  of  Indian  River,  and  explored  a  lagoon 
eastward,  discovering  several  places  where  cotton  had  been  stowed, 
and  at  the  eastern  end  also  a  perfect  ship  yard,  with  a  trail  leading 
to  the  beach.  From  this  point  we  had  a  full  view  of  the  blockading 
bark,  your  steamer,  etc. ;  could  easily  see  boats  leaving  either  vessel. 
This  point  has  been  used  as  one  of  observation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  reached  a  cove  some  5  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  St.  Sebastian  River,  on  the  eastern  side,  and  about  2  o’clock 
p.  m.  discovered  a  schooner  bearing  down  and  apparently  filled  with 
men.  From  their  numbers  and  general  careless  manner  upon  the  deck 
I  at  once  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  they  were  rebels  designing  to 
act  on  the  offensive.  Allowing  them  to  run  well  down,  and  stripping 
the  disguise  from  my  boat,  determined  to  attack  them,  whatever  their 
numbers,  at  my  own  time  and  place,  running  under  foresail,  keep¬ 
ing  the  eastern  side,  and  at  sunset  reaching  the  narrows,  where  I  knew 
they  must  bring  up,  and  lowering  all  sail,  having  quite  a  current  in 
our  favor.  The  moon  was  high  and  shone  very  clear.  Keeping  out 
of  view  as  much  as  possible  until  she  set  was  important,  as  the  dark¬ 
ness  would  favor  our  disparity  of  numbers.  At  or  near  midnight  the 
masts  of  the  schooner  were  visible,  and  could  easily  hear  the  crew 
hauling  her  over  the  oyster  bars.  At  this  juncture  1  placed  a  man  in 
our  stern,  with  instructions  to  push  us  for  her  with  all  his  force.  In 
a  few  minutes  we  were  alongside,  mounted  her  deck,  and  demanded  a 
surrender,  which  was  instantly  complied  with.  Securing  their  arms, 
correspondence,  etc. ,  I  found  12  men  on  board  of  the  vessel,  she  being 
entirely  empty,  and  proved  to  be  the  Charm ,  Captain  Titus,  from 
Nassau,  New  Providence.  Ordering  the  sails  hoisted,  we  found  on 
our  bow  a  vessel  some  distance  from  us.  I  determined  to  run  her 
down  at  all  hazards,  and  came  near  doing  so,  when  we  were  informed 
it  was  a  sloop  loaded  with  cotton,  and  no  one  on  board.  Placing  2 
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men  on  her— reducing  my  party  to  5— ran  down  for  the  inlet,  distant 
some  18  miles,  reaching  there  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  beino- 
seventy-two  hours  on  our  feet  and  with  very  little  refreshment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  finding  our  steamer  gone,  and  quite 
exhausted,  hailed  the  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea  and  asked  assistance.  At 
the  request  of  Captain  Baxter,  I  reported  to  him  and  turned  over  the 
pio\  isions,  schooner,  and  cotton  sloop  to  him,  who  quite  urgently 
advised  niy  remaining'  until  the  arrival  of  our  steamer  5  our  condition 
made  rest  desirable. 

To  the  inflexible  firmness  of  my  party  am  I  indebted  for  the  success¬ 
ful  result,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  A.  Crane, 
Volunteer  Acting  Master’s  Mate. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English, 

Commanding  II.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  capture  of  the  British 

schooner  Charm. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Indian  River ,  Florida ,  March  I,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  night 
of  the  23d  ultimo  a  detached  expedition  of  six  men  under  charge  of 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  A.  Crane,  belonging  to  this  vessel,  cap¬ 
tured  in  Indian  River,  at  a  place  called  the  Narrows,  some  20  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  inlet,  the  English  schooner  Charm /  she  was 
bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton.  Had  on 
board  at  the  time  of  capture  the  master  of  schooner  and  crew  of  4  per¬ 
sons;  likewise  7  passengers,  most,  if  not  all,  armed.  The  passengers, 
with  two  exceptions,  expressed  themselves  endeavoring  to  escape  the 
late  rebel  conscript  act. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  inlet  the  prisoners  were 
delivered  over  to  the  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea  for  safe-keeping,  and 
assistance  was  rendered  by  her  boats  in  getting  the  schooner  over  the 
bar. 

Enclosed  1  send  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel 
entitled  to  share  in  the  prize. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutena7it-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Gem 
of  the  Sea,  claiming  prize  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

At  Anchor  off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  March  6 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  under  date  of  February 
14,  per  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  giving  you  a  detail  of  my  proceedings 
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with  the  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea  to  that  date,  and  to  my  regret 
had  nothing  to  report  of  much  interest. 

I  now  have  the  gratification  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  day  of  February  we  discovered  a  man  on  shore  at  Indian 
River  Inlet  waving  a  white  flag;  on  sending  one  of  our  boats  into  the 
inlet  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  P.  F.  Coffin,  it  proved  to  be  one  of 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  A.  Crane’s  party.  He  informed  Mr. 
Coffin  that  Mr.  Crane  and  the  balance  of  his  party  were  at  the  head  of 
the  inlet  and  required  assistance,  as  they  had  in  charge  a  schooner  and 
sloop  with  21  bales  of  cotton  and  12  prisoners  on  board,  which  they 
captured  18  miles  up  the  Indian  River  from  the  inlet. 

Mr.  Coffin  went  immediately  to  their  assistance  and  took  charge  of 
the  prisoners  and  brought  them  on  board  of  our  ship.  Our  boats 
were  unable  to  go  into  the  inlet  again  that  day  on  account  of  the 
heavy  sea  on  the  bar. 

The  following  morning,  March  1,  I  went  into  the  inlet,  where  I 
found  Mr.  Crane  and  party,  with  their  prizes  aground  on  the  inner 
bar.  The  U.  S.  gunboat  Sagamore  being  absent  from  this  station, 
Mr.  Crane  turned  the  prizes  and  prisoners  over  to  me,  as  he  was 
anxious  to  proceed  on  his  expedition. 

I  sent  Mr.  Coffin  with  a  crew  of  11  men  into  the  inlet,  with  orders 
to  take  charge  of  the  prizes  and  get  them  over  the  bar  if  possible,  and 
advised  Mr.  Crane  and  his  party  to  remain  here  until  Captain  English 
returned,  as  he  left  here  with  the  Sagamore  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  of  February,  and  went  up  the  coast  and  was  expected  here 
momentarily. 

Captain  English  returned  here  with  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sagamore  on 
the  morning  of  the  3d  of  March,  and  has  taken  charge  of  the  prizes 
captured  in  Indian  River  during  his  absence  by  Mr.  Henry  A.  Crane 
and  his  party,  claiming  them  as  prizes  to  the  gunboat  Sagamore ,  after 
we  had  worked  at  them  day  and  night  for  six  days,  getting  them  over 
the  shoals  and  bars  in  the  river,  which  act  is  discouraging  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crew  of  this  ship. 

I  therefore  beg  most  respectfully  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the 
Sagamore  has  no  claim  on  them  as  they  were  captured  during  hex- 
absence  from  this  station,  and  turned  over  to  the  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of 
the  Sea  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Crane  two  days  px-evious  to  the  Sagamore's 
ai-rival  off  here.  I  also  respectfully  beg  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the 
Gem  of  the  Sea  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  the  capture  of  the  above 
prizes  instead  of  the  Sagamore ,  although  Mr.  Crane  and  his  party 
were  not  regularly  transferred  to  the  Gem  of  the  Sea;  still  I  deemed 
them  as  a  portion  of  her  crew,  in  the  absence  of  the  Sagamore ,  as  we 
had  them  to  look  after  and  to  furnish  with  provisions  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  for  the  last  two  months;  nor  do  I  think  they  could  have 
remained  in  Indian  River  during  the  absence  of  the  Sagamore  without 
the  protection  of  the  Gem  of  the  Sea ,  which  vessel  has  not  been 
absent  from  this  station  since  the  30th  of  December  last. 

I  think  the  blockade  running  at  this  station  is  about  broken  up  for 
the  present;  there  has  not  a  vessel  run  in  at  either  of  the  inlets 
without  being  captured  since  we  came  on  this  station,  and  but  two 
have  got  out;  they  were  two  small  sloops  having  on  board,  each  of 
them,  13  bales  of  cotton  and  a  few  passengers. 

Those  sloops  l'an  out  at  this  inlet  while  we  went  to  Juniper  Inlet  to 
furnish  Mr.  Ci-ane  and  his  party  with  provisions.  I  am  informed 
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that  there  is  but  one  vessel  at  Sand  Point,  and  she  draws  too  much 
water  to  come  down  the  river  before  it  rises. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  A.  Crane’s 
report  of  the  capture  of  the  above  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding . 

Senior  Officer, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  English,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Florence  Nightingale  in  Mosquito  Inlet. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  schooner  Florence  Nightingale,  which 
arrived  in  at  this  port  this  morning  as  a  prize  to  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Octorara ,  is  the  same  vessel  that  was  attacked  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Fla., 
on  the  2d  instant,  by  the  boats  belonging  to  this  vessel,  and  was  set 
on  tire  by  the  enemy;  they  resisted,  firing  upon  the  boats,  killing  one 
man  and  wounding  several  before  any  shots  were  fired  from  the  party 
under  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  A.  Slamm,  who  had  charge  of  the 
expedition;  they  also  hoisted  the  rebel  flag.  Acting  Master’s  Mates 
Slamm,  Fleming,  Ford,  and  Sidell  can  testify  to  the  above,  likewise 
the  boats’  crews  composing  the  expedition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant-  Commander*. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  TJ.  S. 
district  attorney  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  regarding  the  jyrize  schooner 
Stonewall. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  February  1863. 
Sir:  The  Tahoma  brought  in  this  morning  a  schooner,  prize,  named 
the  Stonewall,  of  about  50  tons.  I  am  in  want  of  her  to  attach  to  the 
Tahoma  as  a  tender. 

Will  you  make  the  proper  motion  to  the  court  for  an  order  to 
deliver  her  to  me  for  naval  purposes,  after  an  appraisal,  etc.  ? 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

T.  J.  Boynton, 

TJ.  S.  District  Attorney ,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
departure  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  De  8oto  in  search  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Florida 
( Oreto ). 

No.  59.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  February  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation*  dated  January  28,  1863,  regarding  the  De  Soto.  That  vessel 
having  been  coaled,  and  receiving  the  needed  repairs,  leaves  to-day  in 
search  of  the  Oreto ,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  requesting  the 
removal  by  the  President  of  Colonel  Morgan ,  TJ.  8.  Army ,  command¬ 
ing  at  Key  West. 

No.  68.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  February  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  two  general  orders,  numbered  9 
and  10,  issued  by  Colonel  Jos.  S.  Morgan,  of  the  Ninetieth  Regiment, 
New  York  Volunters,  commanding  this  military  post,  and  to  inform 
you  that  I  have  been  waited  on  by  Judge  Marvin,  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court;  Mr.  Bo}mton,  the  district  attorney;  Mr.  Howe,  the  collector; 
Mr.  Clapp,  the  U.  S.  marshal,  besides  the  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  Catholic  priest,  all  complaining  of  the  illegality  and 
inhumanity  of  the  orders,  which,  if  carried  out,  will  deport  into  the 
rebel  lines  whole  families  of  law-abiding  Union  people,  whose  only 
offense  is  their  having  disloyal  relations  in  the  rebel  employment. 
These  orders  complained  of  (Colonel  Morgan  informs  me)  are  based 
upon  positive  instructions  from  General  Hunter,  commanding  this 
military  department.  I  have  remonstrated  with  the  colonel  in  the 
strongest  terms,  denouncing  them  as  not  based  upon  reason,  common 
sense,  or  law,  and  requested  him  to  delay  carrying  them  into  effect 
until  he  can  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  the  subject  with  its  hard¬ 
ships  before  General  Hunter,  and  until  I  can  communicate  with  the 
head  of  my  department  on  the  subject,  but  without  avail.  I  can, 
therefore,  only  request  on  behalf  of  those  inoffensive  people,  that  you 
will  lay  the  subject  of  these  inhuman  orders  before  the  President  to 
the  end  that  they  may  be  rescinded  and  Colonel  Morgan  removed  from 
the  command  of  this  post. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


*See  Series  I,  volume  2,  p.  62. 
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[Enclosures.] 

General  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Island  of  Key  West,  Fla., 

j  U.  S.  Barracks ,  February  12,  1863. 

All  white  persons  residing  within  the  limits  of  this  command  hav¬ 
ing  husbands,,  sons,  or  brothers  in  rebel  employment,  or  who  have  at 
any  time  declined  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  U.  S.  Govern¬ 
ment,  are  hereby  required  to  report  in  person  at  these  headquarters 
on  or  before  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant,  and  register  their  names. 

By  command  of 

Jos.  S.  Morgan, 

Colonel  Ninetieth  Regiment  New  Fork  Volunteers ,  Corndg.  Post. 
W.  T.  Woolly, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Post  Adjutant. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Island  of  Key  West,  Fla., 

No.  10.  (  U.  B.  Barracks ,  February  17,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  headquarters  Depart¬ 
ment. of  the  South,  the  families  of  all  persons  (white)  residing  within 
the  limits  of  this  command  who  have  husbands,  brothers,  or  sons  in 
rebel  employment  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  embark  on  board 
of  the  first  available  transport  for  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. ,  with  a  view  of 
being  placed  within  the  rebel  lines. 

The  heads  of  such  families  will  report  in  person  to  these  headquar¬ 
ters  without  delay.  Due  notice  will  be  given  as  to  the  transport  and 
time  of  sailing. 

By  command  of 

Jos.  S.  Morgan, 

Colonel  Ninetieth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  Corndg.  Post. 

W.  T.  Woolly, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  McCauley ,  If.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  8.  B.  Fort  Henry ,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Anna. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla. ,  February  27,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  26th  instant  the  schooner  Anna,  Captain 
H.  Hanson,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  was  captured  whilst  endeav¬ 
oring  to  evade  the  blockade  by  armed  boats  of  this  vessel  inside  the 
bar  off  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee  River. 

She  is  loaded  with  75  bags  of  salt,  3  bags  coffee,  9  boxes  soap,  12 
kegs  nails,  4  kegs  powder,  7  barrels  and  21  cases  merchandise  (con¬ 
tents  unknown). 

Captain  Hanson  acknowledges  the  fact  of  endeavoring  to  run  the 
blockade. 

The  prize  has  been  sent  to  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  B.  Fort  Henry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Good,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  and  the  rescinding  of  order  for  removal 
of  inhabitants  of  Key  West. 

No.  75.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  February  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  country  is  saved  the 
dishonor  which  would  have  resulted  from  the  carrying  out  of  Colonel 
Morgan’s  General  Order  No.  10,  enclosed  in  my  communication  of  the 
26th  instant. 

At  the  moment  that  the  proscribed  families  had  assembled  to  embark 
for  the  rebel  lines  under  that  order  the  steamer  Cosmopolitan  arrived, 
having  on  board  Colonel  Good  and  the  Forty -seventh  Pennsylvania 
Regiment.  Colonel  Good,  being  the  senior  of  Morgan,  rescinded  the 
absurd  order,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  key. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  March  1, 1863. 


Name. 

Commander. 

Amanda . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch  . 

Dale . 

Ethan  Allen . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers . 

J.  L  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Penguin . 

Port  Royal . 

Pursuit . 

Roebuck  . 

Sagamore . 

St. 'Lawrence . 

Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Act.  Mast.  C.  L.  Wlllcomh 

Tahoma . I . 

Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmea. 

Wanderer  . . 

Act.  Mast.  E.  S.  Turner 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . 

De  Soto . 

Capt.W.M.  Walker 

Beauregard... . 

TENDERS. 

Ariel . 

Brockenborough . 

Ezilda . 

Two  Sisters 


Julia . 

Stonewall 


Class  and  station. 


Bark.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East  Pass. 

Sloop  of  war.  Ordnance  ship,  Key 
West. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Schooner.  Guardship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  Havana,  for  the  mail. 

Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Bark.  Key  West,  preparing  to  relieve 
Ethan  Allen. 

Steamer.  Key  West,  boiler  still  under 
repair. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  Apa¬ 
lachicola. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 
Pass. 

Bark.  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrews’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Off  Jupiter  Inlet. 

Frigate.  Flagship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 
Pass. 

Steamer.  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Key  West,  coaling  under 
orders  for  Tampa. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  St.  Marks 
and  Cedar  Keys. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Steamer,  Cruising  after  the  Oreto. 

Schooner.  Refitting  at  Key  West. 


Schooner.  Tender  to  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  the  Port  Royal  and 
Somerset. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  the  Fort  Henry. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  the  St.  Lawrence, 
cruising  between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Tampa. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  the  bark  Pursuit, 
cruising  off  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  the  Tahoma, 
cruising  off  Tampa  Bay. 
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Repoi  t  of  Acting  Hear- Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  reguesting  addi¬ 
tional  steamers  to  sujpjply  the  deficiencies  of  his  command. 

No.  90.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  March  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu¬ 
nication  dated  February  20,  1863,  informing  me  that  the  Department 
bas  authorized  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont  to  retain  the  Lodona.  1  am 
much  disappointed,  as  I  am  obliged  to  keep  four  steamers  off  Apala¬ 
chicola,  and  shall  be  obliged  soon  to  order  the  Fort  Henry  to  this 
place  to  repair,  her  engines  being  out  of  line  and  in  great  need  of 
repairs.  The  Penguin  also  has  a  very  defective  boiler,  and  the  Mag¬ 
nolia  \vil\  be  under  repairs  some  weeks  yet.  My  effective  cruising 
vessels  are  therefore  much  reduced  in  number,  being  confined  to  the 
Pe  Soto  and  Huntsville.  I  have  to  request  that  steamers  may  be  sent 
1  eP^ace  the  Magnolia ,  Penguin ,  and  Fort  Henry ,  permanently7 
disabled,  and  also  two  additional  ones  for  cruising  purposes. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg .  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy , 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Nickerson ,  JI.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II  S. 
schooner  James  S.  Chambers ,  regarding  capture  of  the  Spanish  sloop 
Relampago  and  schooner  Ida. 

U.  S.  Schooner  James  S.  Chambers, 

Charlotte  Harbor ,  Florida ,  March  7,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  viz:  I  dispatch 
for  Key  W  est  this  day  the  Spanish  sloop  Relampago ,  together  with 
cargo  taken  from  schooner  Ida ,  a  list  of  which  is  enclosed,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  William  A.  Smith,  with  a  prize  crew  of  6  men. 

The  circumstances  of  the  capture  are  as  follows:  On  the  evening  of 
the  3d  instant  a  sail  was  reported  from  the  masthead,  apparently  enter¬ 
ing  the  passage  between  Pine  and  Captiva  islands,  about  6  miles  to  the 
south  of  our  anchorage.  I  dispatched  two  armed  boats  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  William  H.  McLean  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Smith.  About  11  a.  m.  the  following  day  a  sail  was  reported 
to  the  south  of  us,  seaward;  I  got  underway  and  ran  out  to  her.  She 
proved  to  be  the  sloop  above  named  in  charge  of  my  officers.  Mr. 
McLean  reports  that  after  proceeding  to  a  point  where  he  could  com¬ 
mand  the  inlet  between  Pine  and  Captiva  islands  he  landed  and  waited 
for  daylight,  when  he  discovered  a  sloop  standing  in  for  the  entrance. 
The  wind,  at  the  time  was  blowing  strong  from  the  north,  and  a  rough 
sea,  the  tide  setting  out.  She  not  being  able  to  enter,  bore  away  a  few 
miles  down  the. coast,  and  came  to  anchor  1£  miles  from  the  beach.  He 
then  put  out  with  the  boats  and  pulled  to  her,  and  boarded  her.  The}7 
were  not  aware  of  the  approach  of  our  boats  until  they  were  boarded. 
They  then  threw  their  flag  overboard,  which  was  recovered  by  our 
boats. 

It  was  an  old  Spanish  flag,  made  to  resemble  a  rebel  flag  by  attach¬ 
ing  a  piece  of  blue  cloth  and  seven  stars.  Her  cargo,  as  far  as  known, 
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consists  of  coffee,  liquors,  soldiers’  shoes,  etc.  There  were  six  persons 
on  board;  four  of  them  I  send  in  the  sloop,  the  other  two  remain  on 
board  this  vessel,  and  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending  them 
to  Key  West.  I  also  send  all  the  papers  found  on  board,  together  with 
the  flag. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  schooner  Ida: 

About  4  p.  m.  on  the  4th  instant,  while  lying  by  the  sloop  taking 
off  some  of  the  men,  a  sail  was  reported  to  the  south  of  us,  standing 
in  for  the  land;  I  left  the  sloop  in  charge  of  Mr.  Smith  and  went  in 
chase  of  the  sail,  which  proved  to  be  a  schooner.  When  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  I  threw  a  shot  across  her  bow,  which  she  did  not  regard, 
but  continued  her  course  for  the  beach  (distant  about  2  miles)  with¬ 
out  showing  any  colors.  I  continued  the  chase,  firing  at  her,  until  she 
was  beached.  A  few  moments  after  she  struck,  men  were  seen  run¬ 
ning  for  the  woods,  leaving  her  with  her  sails  set.  She  was  beached 
about  midway  of  Sanibel  Island,  15  miles  to  the  south  of  this  place. 
I  came  to  anchor  about  li  miles  from  her,  and  waited  for  the  sea  to 
become  smooth  enough  to  land  in  order  to  save  or  destroy  her  cargo. 
The  following  morning  I  sent  boats  on  shore  and  found  her  bilged. 
She  was  a  small  schooner  of  pilot-boat  build;  had  hailed  from  Key 
West;  she  had  the  name  of  Ida  on  her  stern,  but  her  place  of  hailing 
painted  out.  We  took  several  boat  loads  of  her  cargo,  which  con¬ 
sisted  principally  of  liquors;  we  set  fire  to  her  and  left  her.  There 
were  no  papers  found  on  board;  a  small  rebel  flag  was  found  on  board, 
which  I  send.  After  we  had  got  underway  a  man  was  seen  coming- 
down  to  the  wreck,  and  waived  his  blanket  to  us.  I  sent  a  boat  and 
took  him  on  board.  He  represents  himself  as  a  passenger  on  board 
the  schooner,  named  James  S.  Bishop,  of  Florida;  that  he  left  Havana 
the  27th  of  February  in  the  schooner,  bound  for  the  Suwanee  Fiver; 
that  she  was  formerly  named  Esecon ,  of  Key  W est,  commanded  at  this 
time  by  a  man  named  De  Coste,  formerly  of  Key  West.  I  sent  the 
said  James  S.  Bishop  in  the  sloop  to  Key  West;  I  also  sent  a  correct 
list  of  the  cargo  taken  from  the  schooner. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Luther  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  JD.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  articles  taken  from  schooner  Ida  and  transferred  to  captured  Spanish  sloop  Relampago 

and  sent  to  Key  West. 

U.  S.  Schooner  James  S.  Chambers,  '< 
Charlotte  Harbor ,  March  6,  1863. 

1  box  marked*  containing  medicines. 

19  barrels.* 

41  boxes  marked  vieux  cognac. 

1  keg,  no  mark. 

2  half  barrels,  marked  S  S  X  C — C.  E.  A.  Cox. 

13  boxes,  marked*  Schiedam. 

Total  55  boxes,  19  barrels,  2  half  barrels,  1  keg. 

L.  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


*Shipping  marks  omitted. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  381 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Nickerson ,  II.  S.  Ntwy,  requesting  the  services 

oj  a  tight-draft  vessel  to  prevent  trading  in  vicinity  of  Charlotte 

Harbor ,  Florida. 

U.  8.  Schooner  James  S.  Chambers, 

Charlotte  Harbor ,  March  7, 1863. 

Sir:  Information  has  reached  me  from  sources  that  I  deem  reliable 
that  there  are  numerous  small  craft  trading  along  this  coast  in  this 
immediate  vicinity,  especially  about  Punta  Rasa  and  up  the  Sanibel 
fju'er-  There  are  many  islands  between  this  place  and  Punta  Rasa 
that  afford  the  facilities  of  landing  cargoes  unobserved. 

If  not  presuming  too  much,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  requesting 
ot  you  a  small  craft  of  light  draft,  of  sufficient  size  to  carry  a  howit¬ 
zer,  to  cruise  among  the  islands.  M}7-  boats  are  too  small  "for  such  a 
purpose. 

I  send  on  the  sloop  Daniel  Kane,  ordinary  seaman,  who  has  been 
attached  to  this,  vessel  since  she  left  Philadelphia,  and  has  not  been 
able  to  do  duty  in  that  time.  I  would  respectfully  request  a  man  in 
his  place.  Among  the  prize  crew  of  the  sloop  is  William  H.  Frost, 
rated  as  chief  boatswain’s  mate  on  board  this  vessel,  whom  I  wish  to 
bring  to  your  notice.  He  is  a  very  deserving  man,  that  can  always  be 
relied  upon,  strictly  moral  and  temperate,  and  I  think  fully  deserving 
of  promotion. 

By  the  paymaster’s  report,  we  have  on  hand  this  day  provisions  for 
three  weeks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  con¬ 
ditions  in  Apalachicola  Rimer ,  with  a  view  to  destruction  of  Confed¬ 
erate  gunboats. 

No.  91.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  March  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  10th  of  February,  instructing  me  to  examine  into  the 
subject  of  the  reports  which  I  forwarded  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Grosman,  and  the  practicability  of  an  expedition  for  capturing  or 
destroying  the  rebel  gunboats  on  the  Apalachicola,  etc. 

I  have  made  the  enquiries  and  find  that  the  river  has  a  bar  at  the 
mouth,  where  it  empties  into  St.  George’s  Sound,  with  only  6  feet  water 
on  it  at  the  highest  spring  tides;  therefore  the  gunboats  building  on 
that  river  can  not  be  formidable  as  ocean  steamers.  1  think  they  are 
intended  for  river  defense  only,  for  the  reason  that  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  at  its  last  session,  passed  a  large  appropriation  of 
money  to  place  obstructions  in  the  rivers  of  that  State,  and  from  refu¬ 
gees  and  contrabands  I  learn  that  the  rebels  have  fortified  a  bluff  80 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  there  obstructed  the  navigation 
by  driving  piles,  etc.  Above  these  obstructions  the  rebel  gunboats 
are  preparing  and  building. 
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The  Port  Royal,  which  is  the  lightest  draft  effective  steamer  in  my 
squadron,  tried  to  get  over  the  bar  into  the  river  at  high  spring  tide, 
and  after  being  aground  one  week  in  the  effort,  failed  to  get  over. 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  effected  by  a  steam  force  until  the  light- 
draft  Mississippi  gunboats  are  released  from  that  river  and  are  put 
under  my  orders.  To  attempt  it  with  small  boats  would  be  quixotic, 
as  the  river  is  sinuous,  with  frequent  abrupt  bends,  and  the  current 
rapid,  insomuch  that  the  enemy  would  get  information  of  our  attempted 
ascent  long  before  we  could  reach  them. 

To  meet  a  raid  on  our  blockading  vessels  by  their  gunboats,  I  have 
stationed,  with  necessary  orders,  the  following  vessels  to  guard  the 
passes  of  St.  George’s  Sound,  viz:  The  Penguin ,  steamer;  Port  Royal , 
steamer;  Somerset ,  steamer;  Hendrick  Hudson ,  steamer,  and  the  bark 
Amanda.  1  think  that  those  vessels  will  be  able  to  successfully  repel 
and  capture  any  force  they  may  send  out  to  attack. 

In  necessarily  putting  so  many  steamers  before  one  port,  my  force 
for  cruising  and  blockading  other  points  is  so  far  diminished  that  I 
request  several  more  to  be  sent  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  English ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore ,  regarding  the  capture  of  sloop  Enterprise  ojf 

Hillsborough ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Cape  Florida ,  Fla. ,  March  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  instant  I  captured  off  Hillsborough,  Fla.,  the  sloop 
Enterprise ,  on  her  way  to  Nassau,  with  a  load  of  cotton,  having  run 
out  at  Mosquito  Inlet. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  belonging  to 
this  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commanding  officers ,  East 
and  West _  Calf  Squadrons ,  regarding  Confederate  ironclads  under 
construction. 

Navy  Department,  March  9 ,  1863. 
Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  received  on  the  7th 
Instant  from  General  Hurlbut,  at  Memphis,  by  General  Halleck: 

Spy  just  returned  from  Selma  and  Meridian  reports  two  large  ironclads  building 
at  Montgomery  two  launched  at  Senna,  February  1,  and  two  others  building  there 
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g0urnbhoeate0mbigbee  and  Alabama  riveiU  At  Mobile  five  ir°ncladS  and  two  wooden 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting'  Rear-Admiral  Tiieod.  Bailey,  etc., 

o  ,  ,  .  7  T  ,  Key  West,  Fla. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  etc., 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Temple,  U.  S.  Nmy,  of  arrival  at 
Ley  W  est,  for  duty  'in  Fast  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

•  _  Ray  West,  March  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  having  been  relieved  in  the  command  of 
the  gunboat  Pembina  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Young  on  the  13th 
oo  iSary’  Ira7.e  th*1S  day’ 111  obedience  to  your  order  of  November 
L8bfl  ’  ^P01'!60  ^0  Actm§’  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  for  duty  as  captain 
of  the  fleet  in  the  Lastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 
Respectfully,  S  4 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 

TT  „  TTT  Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


-Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
addition  to  his  command  of  the  prize  schooner  Carmita  for  duty 
m  the  harbor  of  Key  West. 

A°-  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  March  10,  1863. 

Sir.  I  have  to  report  that,  in  conformity  with  your  letter  dated  Jan¬ 
uary  30,  I  have  taken  into  the  service,  for  the  use  of  this  squadron 
the  prize  schooner  Carmita;  and  I  herewith  transmit  the  appraise¬ 
ment,  made  under  authority  of  the  court.  She  will  be  employed  as  a 
lighter  in  this  harbor. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  state  that  this  vessel  has  been  twice 
captui  ed  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  that  a  person  from 
Nassau  arrived  here,  subsequent  to  my  purchase  of  her,  prepared  to 
bid  $2,000  for  her  at  the  sale. 

Respectfully,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg .  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S*  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea ,  regarding  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  sloop  Petee. 


U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

At  Anchor  off  Indian  River  Inlet, 

East  Florida,  March  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  10th  instant  we 
captured  the  sloop  Petee,  6  tons  burden,  of  Savannah,  from  Nassau, 
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New  Providence,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  this  inlet 
with  a  cargo  of  50  sacks  salt,  and  manned  with  the  following  persons, 
namely:  Charles  Brown,  captain;  Daniel  Petersen,  mate,  and  John 
Morgan,  seaman. 

The  sloop  being  old  and  leaky  I  did  not  deem  her  of  a  sufficient 
value  to  justify  me  in  sending  her  into  port  for  adjudication^  I  there¬ 
fore  destroyed  her  and  her  cargo.  Her  crew  I  will  send  to  Key  West 
the  first  opportunity  for  the  disposal  of  the  senior  officer  commanding 
Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Railey,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  United 
States  district  attorney  at  Key  West,  regarding  proceedings  against 
the  sloop  Petee ,  destroyed  March  10 , 1863. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  the  proper  proceedings  be  taken  (to  pre¬ 
vent  any  future  claim  by  the  English  Government)  against  the  sloop 
Petee,  6  tons,  captured  while  on  a  voyage  from  Nassau  to  Indian  River 
Inlet,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  said  inlet. 

She  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  with  a  cargo 
of  50  sacks  of  salt,  and  both  vessel  and  cargo  being  almost  worthless 
and  not  of  sufficient  value  to  justify  the  sending  of  her  into  port, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  commanding  the  Gem  of 
the  Sea,  destroyed  the  vessel  and  her  cargo.  The  only  papers  found 
on  board  were  the  shipping  articles.  The  Huntsville  brought  down 
the  three  prisoners  found  on  board,  viz:  Charles  Brown,  captain; 
Daniel  Petersen,  mate;  John  Morgan,  seaman. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

To  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 

Key  West.~\ 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy,  command- 
^ng  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Surprise. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Lat.  26°  23'  N. ,  Long.  83°  If)'  IE ,  March  13,  1863. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  the  above  position  I 
have  this  day  captured  the  British  schooner  Surprise,  of  Nassau,  John 
Thompson,  master,  with  a  Confederate  clearance  from  St.  Marks  and 
bound  to  Havana. 
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His  cargo  consists  of  207  bales  of  cotton  (mostly  sea  island).  I  send 
vessel  and  cargo  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  in  charge  of  a  prize 
officer  and  crew. 

Herewith  please  lind  enclosed  muster  roll  of  officers  and  men  on 
board  at  time  of  capture. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

March  16,  1863. 


Name.  Commander.  '  Class  and  station. 


Amanda . . 

Act.  Vol.Lt.  G  E  Welch 

Dale . 

Ethan  Allen . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers . 

J.  L.  Davis . . . 

Magnolia . 

Com  dr.  H.  S.  Newcomb . 

Penguin . 

Port  Royal . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Pursuit . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall.. 

Roebuck  . 

Act.  Mast.  J.  Sherrill . 

Sagamore . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

St.  Lawrence . 

Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck _ 

San  Jacinto . 

Comdr.  W.  Ronckendorff  . . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Tahoma . . 

Wanderer . 

Act.  Master  E.  S.  Turner . 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . 

De  Soto . 

Capt.W.M.  Walker . 

Beauregard . 

Act.  Ensign  J.  C.  Hamlin . 

Bark.  East  Pass  of  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Sloop  of  war.  Ordnance  ship,  Key 
West. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Schooner.  Guard  ship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Indian  River  and  J upiter  Inlet. 

Steamer.  Supplying  squadron  with 
provisions. 

Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Bark.  Key  West,  taking  in  stores  for 
squadron. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  West  Pass  of  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Off  Apalachicola. 

Bark.  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew's  Bay. 

Steamer.  Key  West,  taking  in  sup¬ 
plies. 

Frigate.  Flagship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  New  York. 

Steamer.  New  Inlet,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  Cedar 
Keys  and  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  East  Pass  of  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer,  Cruising  for  the  Oreto  and 
Alabama. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  Cape 
Sable  and  Charlotte  Harbor. 


TENDERS. 

Ariel .  Act.  Ensign  J.  Blake 

Brockenborough . 

Ezilda . 

Two  Sisters .  Master  W.  A.  Arthur 


Annie . 

Julia . 

Stonewall 


Act.  Ensign  J.  A.  Denman 


Schooner.  Tender  to  St.  Lawrence, 
cruising. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal  and 
Somerset. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fori  Henry. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  St.  Lawrence, 
cruising  about  keys. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Dale,  fitting  out. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  bark  Pursuit. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  gunboat  Taho- 
ma. 


T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
N  W  R — VOL  17 - 25 


386 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Boat  expedition  from  U.  S.  hark  Roebuck  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay , 

March  20,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  and  correspondence. 

No.  136.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Acting  Master  John  Sherrill, 
commanding  the  bark  Roebuck,  of  an  unfortunate  affair  in  which  Acting 
Master  James  Folger  and  the  launch’s  crew  of  11  men  were  engaged, 
and  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  2  of  the  men  and  the  wounding  of  6. 

It  seems  that  Captain  Sherrill,  having  heard  that  a  vessel  was  loading 
with  cotton  up  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  sent  up  his  launch  and  crew  to 
reconnoiter.  For  some  reason,  of  which  I  am  not  advised,  Mr.  Folger, 
in  charge  of  the  party,  made  a  landing.  The  boat’s  crew  were  fired 
upon  by  a  large  guerrilla  force,  with  fatal  effect,  and  barely  escaped 
with  their  lives,  Mr.  Folger  himself  paying  dearly  for  his  incautious¬ 
ness,  as  the  report  shows.  I  think  the  landing  was  ill-advised. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  Eastern  Gidf  Blockdg.  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Enquiries  should  be  made  as  to  the  orders  given  to  this  officer. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  Roebuck. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay ,  March  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  this  morning  I  sent  the 
launch  of  this  ship  with  an  armed  crew  of  11  men,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  James  Folger,  up  the  bay  on  a  reconnoissance.  The  boat 
returned  at  2  o’clock  p.  m. ,  the  crew  having  been  attacked  by  a  guer¬ 
rilla  party  of  over  50  men,  and  met  with  the  following  severe  loss: 

Killed— Thomas  King,  seaman;  Ralph  B.  Snow,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded— Acting  Master  James  Folger,  severely;  Robert  Wilkes, 
captain  forecastle,  mortally;  Andrew  K.  Snyder,  landsman,  mortally; 
Neil  O’Donnell,  landsman,  mortally;  Charles  Sweet,  seaman,  slightly; 
George  H.  French,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly. 

The  body  of  Ralph  B.  Snow  was  not  brought  off.  Thomas  Wylie 
(ordinary  seaman)  and  James  Kitchen  (landsman)  deserve  much  credit 
for  bringing  the  boat  off  safely,  when  nearly  all  the  rest  of  the  crew 
were  killed  or  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J ohn  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Comag.  TJ.  S.  Bark  Roebuck. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  casualties. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

St.  Andrew’’ s  Bay ,  Florida ,  March  21,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  of  the  attack  by  guer¬ 
rillas  upon  our  boat’s  crew  at  St.  Andrew’s  town,  Fla. : 

Killed. — Thomas  King,  seaman,  shot  through  the  heart;  Ralph  B. 
Snow,  ordinary  seaman,  reported  shot  through  the  head;  his  body  was 
not  recovered — 2. 

.  Wounded  mortally.—  Robert  Wilkes,  captain  of  forecastle,  wounded 
in  seven  places  with  three  balls  and  four  buckshots;  one  of  the  balls 
entered  fhe  umbilical  region;  another  ball  entered  the  rig'ht  forearm, 
and  grazing  the  elbow  joint,  broke  the  humerus  in  its  lower  third;  the 
other  wounds  are  flesh  wounds.  Neil  O’Donnell,  landsman,  received 
two  balls  in  the  upper  half  of  his  right  humerus,  fracturing  it  badly; 
a  buckshot  in  right  shoulder;  another  buckshot  through  the  auricle  of 
the  right  ear,  lodging  in  the  cheek,  and  still  another  in  the  right  thigh. 
Andrew  K.  Snyder,  landsman,  wounded  in  the  head  with  buckslTot, 
penetrating  the  skull,  and  a  ball  in  right  forearm,  shattering  the  ulna — 3.’ 

founded  severely.  James  holger,  acting  master  and  executive 
officer,  struck  on  the  right  knee,  apparently  by  a  rifle  ball,  which,  after 
grazing  the  upper  extremity  of  the  fibula,  was  lost  in  the  soft  parts; 
George  French,  ordinary  seaman,  received  a  flesh  wound  in  his  right 
forearm  by  a  ball,  and  another,  slight,  on  the  left  hand — 2. 

Waimded  slightly. — Charles  Sweet,  seaman,  ball  grazing  right  shoul¬ 
der,  and  left  side  of  thorax;  James  Kitchen,  landsman,  cut  wound  in 
right  foot — 2. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Max.  G.  Raefle, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Acting  Master  John  Sherrill, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence  with  Confed¬ 
erate  officers. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  May  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  several  communications 
received  this  a.  m.  under  flag  of  truce,  together  with  a  copy  of  my 
reply  to  the  same. 

Trusting  my  action  in  regard  to  this  insolent  demand,  based  on  such 
false  representations,  may  meet  your  full  approval, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 

[Enclosures.] 

May  10,  1863. 

Sir:  The  following  is  substantially  the  particulars  as  reported  by 
me  to  headquarters  of  the  attack  made  by  me  on  a  boat  and  crew  at 
St.  Andrew’s  on  the  20th  of  March  last: 
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Being  at  the  bay  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  March,  with  a  lieu¬ 
tenant,  sergeant,  and  20  men,  a  boat  belonging  to  the  enemy,  carrying 
a  small  howitzer  on  the  bows,  landed  an  armed  party,  consisting  of  an 
officer  and  9  men,  leaving  2  in  the  boat.  They  formed  on  the  beach 
and  proceeded  in  an  easterly  direction  along  the  same. 

Taking  advantage  of  a  bluff  which  concealed  us  from  their  sight,  I 
charged  within  60  or  70  yards  of  them  before  we  were  discovered, 
when  being  the  stronger  party,  I  summoned  them  to  surrender,  which 
they  refused  to  do  by  attempting  to  escape  to  their  boat,  and  knowing 
that  their  cannon  would  give  them  a  great  advantage,  I  ordered  my 
men  to  fire,  which  was  kept  up  with  such  effect  that  but  few  could 
board  the  boat.  After  firing  some  time  the  flag  was  lowered  and  one 
of  the  men  called  out,  “Do  not  fire  on  us  any  more;  we  surrender,” 
whereupon  I  immediately  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing,  and  ordered 
my  men  out  of  the  water.  There  being  some  apparent  hesitation  in 
their  coming  ashore,  they  were  asked  why  they  did  not  come  ashore, 
and  the  answer  as  understood  was,  “We  will  as  soon  as  we  pick  up  a 
drowning  man,”  which  privilege  was  granted  them.  They  pulled  out 
to  the  man,  and  immediately  made  sail  on  the  boat  and  escaped. 

W.  J.  Robinson, 

Cajptain ,  Commanding  Company ,  C.  S.  Army. 

Commander  of  the  U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Blockading  Port  of  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 


Headquarters  District,  Middle  Florida, 

April  10 ,  1863. 

Major:  The  following  extract  is  published  for  your  information 
and  guidance.  You  will  take  advantage  of  the  first  opportunity  to 
give  the  notice  as  permitted  in  the  extract. 

Department  Headquarters, 

Charleston ,  April  3,  1863. 

General:  If  you  deem  it  proper  or  convenient  you  might,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  com¬ 
municate  to  the  commander  of  the  United  States  forces  to  which  the  St.  Andrew’s 
Bay  party  belongs,  the  statement  of  Captain  Robinson,  and  demand  the  surrender  of 
the  boat,  its  arms,  and  equipments  as  it  stood  when  surrendered,  and  the  men,  and 
notify  them  that  unless  this  is  done  that  hereafter  quarter  must  be  denied  under 
similar  circumstances. 

Brigadier-General  Cobb,  etc. 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Major  W.  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  Post ,  Marianna ,  Fla. 


Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Marianna,  West  Florida, 

[April]  If  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  You  will,  at  once,  as  soon  as  possible,  visit  the  blockading 
vessel  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  and  give  the  com- 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  389 

manding  officer  the  information  set  forth  in  General  Cobb’s  instruc¬ 
tions  to  me. 

I  am,  captain,  yours,  very  truly,  etc., 

W.  W.  Scott, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Captain  Robinson, 

Commanding  Company. 


At  Camp,  May  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  through  Lieutenant 
John  M.  F.  Erwin,  of  the  C.  S.  Army  (the  bearer  of  the  flag  of  truce), 
instructions  from  headquarters  sent  to  me  by  Major  W.  W.  Scott, 
commandant  of  post,  and  to  demand  the  men,  boat,  and  fixtures  which 
were  surrendered  to  me  at  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  on  the  20th  of  March 
last.  Lieutenant  Erwin  will  also  deliver  to  you  the  statement  of  the 
affair  as  reported  by  me  at  headquarters. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Robinson, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Company ,  C.  A.  Army. 

Commander  of  U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Blockading  Port  of  /St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 


U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay ,  May  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  10th  instant,  sent  by  flag  of  truce, 
have  been  received. 

Your  statement  of  the  affair  is  replete  with  falsehood,  as  no  demand 
was  made  to  surrender  before  being  fired  upon. 

With  one  so  devoid  of  all  honorable  rules  of  warfare  I  decline  hold¬ 
ing  further  communication.  As  to  hereafter  “  quarter  being  denied,” 
none  has  been  shown  by  or  expected  from  one  who  stoops  to  guerrilla 
warfare. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc., 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Bark  Boebuck. 

W.  J.  Robinson, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Company,  C.  S.  Army. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish 
information  regarding  orders  given  to  Acting  Master  Folger,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
expedition. 

Navy  Department,  May  J,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  21st  ultimo,  enclosing  a  report  of  Acting  Master  John  Sherrill  of 
an  unfortunate  boat  expedition  sent  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  Folger,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  two 
seamen  and  the  wounding  of  several  others  of  the  party. 
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Enquiry  should  be  made  with  regard  to  the  orders  given  Mr.  Folger, 
as  he  appears  to  have  exposed  his  boat’s  crew  by  making  a  landing 
when  on  a  reconnoissance. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theod.  Bailey,  etc., 

Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  death  of  Acting  Master 

Folger,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

No.  189.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  June  1,  1863. 

_  Sir:  Your  letter  of  May  4,  relative  to  the  unfortunate  boat  expedi¬ 
tion  sent  from  the  Roebuck  on  March  20,  and  directing  that  “enquiries 
should  be  made  with  regard  to  the  orders  given  Mr.  Folger,  as  he 
appears  to  have  exposed  his  boat’s  crew  by  making  a  landing  when  on 
a  reconnoissance,”  has  been  received. 

Acting  Master  Sherrill,  commanding  the  Roebuck,  reported  to  me 
in  person  that  Mr.  Folger  had  acted  solely  on  his  own  responsibility  in 
landing,  and  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  that  no  blame  attached  to  any 
other  officer.  As  Mr.  Folger  has  since  died  of  the  wounds  received  on 
that  occasion,  any  further  enquiry  seems  unnecessary. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Expedition  to  the  Ocklockonee  River  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  the 
schooner  Onward,  March  20-33,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

No.  128.]  U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  (marked  129)  the  report  of  an  expedition 
from  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  the 
schooner  Onward,  about  to  load  in  the  Ocklockonee  River  with  a  cargo 
of  cotton.  The  expedition  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  vessel, 
and  this  result  was  accomplished,  as  the  report  shows,  in  the  face  of 
obstacles,  and  was  characterized  from  first  to  last  by  the  exhibition  of 
much  coolness  and  bravery.  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  James 
Mooney,  seaman,  shot  through  the  heart,  and  the  wounding  of  five  men 
and  of  Acting  Master  R.  J.  Hoffner,  commanding  the  expedition.  The 
latter  has  a  musket  ball  lodged  in  his  neck  and  not  yet  extracted. 
Under  advice  of  the  board  of  medical  survey,  I  have  granted  him  per¬ 
mission  to  proceed  North,  as  stated  in  my  communication  No.  124. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Theodores  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Oomdg .  East .  Gulf  Rlockdg .  Sguadrou% 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secu'etary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Welch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Amanda, 
forwarding  report  of  officer  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  Bark  Amanda, 

St.  George's  Sound ,  Fla. ,  March  87,  1863. 

Sir:  I  hereby  enclose  the  report  of  my  executive  officer  of  the  gal¬ 
lant  cutting  out  of  the  schooner  Onward  in  the  Ocklockonee  River  by 
the  boats  of  the  Amanda.  He  is  now  on  board  the  Hudson  danger¬ 
ously  wounded.  The  surgeon’s  list  of  killed  and  wounded  I  herewith 
enclose. 

I  most  cordially  and  unreservedly  commend  Mr.  Holfner  and  his 
gallant  subordinates,  Mr.  Shaffer  (lately  rated  a  master’s  mate),  and 
also  the  crew,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Department  and  yourself. 
The  praise  belongs  to  them;  the  blame,  if  any,  is  attached  to  myself. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  Welch, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East.  Division  Gulf  Squadron,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Welch,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Hoffner, 

U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  expedition. 

U.  S.  Bark  Amanda, 

St.  George’s  Sound,  Fla. ,  March  80,  1863. 

Sir:  With  the  launch  and  sloop  Brockenborough  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  you  will  please  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  Ocklockonee  River, 
where/under  the  guidance  of  John  Yoemans,  you  will  find  a  schooner 
loading  with  cotton.  Capture  her  if  possible,  and  bring  her  to  this 
ship.  You  had  better  not  go  farther  than  the  eastern  end  of  Dog 
Island  before  dark;  wait  there  until  nightfall  and  then  under  cover  of 
the  darkness  make  all  haste  for  the  object  of  the  expedition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Welch, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

R.  J.  Hoffner, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 


First  Report  of  Acting  Master  Hoffner,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

St.  Marks  Blockading  Station,  Thursday,  Alarch  86,  1863. 

Sir:  I  send  you  the  earliest  information  of  our  whereabouts,  and 
the  success  of  our  expedition,  although  attended  with  very  many  diffi¬ 
culties  and  more  fatality  than  I  anticipated.  My  report,  as  well  as 
this  note,  is  written  while  lying  on  my  back  and  in  some  pain;  still  I 
am  in  hopes  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  out  enough  to  feel  satisfied 
that  1  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  finish  the  work  to  your  satisfac¬ 
tion.  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Mr.  Shaffer,  who  will  be  able  to 
state  full  accounts  verbally.  I  am  in  hopes  to  be  on  board  to-morrow, 
when  I  will  give  you  the  full  particulars.  Myself  and  wounded  men 
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are  doing  well,  and  I  think  they  had  better  remain  until  the  steamer 
comes  down. 

In  hopes  the  result  will  meet  your  favorable  approbation, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

R.  J.  Hoffner, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Geo.  E.  Welch. 


Detailed  report  of  Acting'  Master  Hoffner,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

Friday,  March  20,  1863,  left  the  ship,  in  charge  of  two  boats  manned 
by  27  men.  2  officers,  and  a  pilot,  to  proceed  to  the  Ocklockonee 
River,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  and  capturing  a  schooner  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  loaded  with  cotton.  At  10  a.  m.,  fairly  underway;  at  12, 
thick  fog,  lost  sight  of  launch;  at  2  p.  m.,  clearing  off,  made  the 
launch  to  windward  and  found  ourselves  about  halfway  along  Dog 
Island,  wind  east;  beat  up  to  east  end  of  the  island  and  found  the 
wind  and  tide  ahead  and  too  strong  to  make  way  against.  At  8  p.  m. 
made  a  harbor  for  the  nig'ht;  at  daylight,  March  21,  underway,  strong 
breeze  eastward,  working  to  windward;  sea  heavy  for  boats,  causing 
me  to  work  up  inside  shoal.  At  Turkey  Point, ‘when  close  inshore, 
had  three  shots  fired  at  us  from  salt  works,  said  to  be  worked  by  a 
man  named  Jackson;  after  clearing  shoals  worked  up  to  South  Point 
[S.  W.  Cape];  wind  still  ahead  and  too  much  distance  to  finish  my 
work;  anchored  for  the  night.  March  22,  at  daylight,  worked  up 
to  Baldliead  [Bald]  Point,  and  waited  for  night  tide;  started  again 
at  8  and  got  foul  of  a  quantity  of  oyster  banks;  at  11  worked  clear, 
took  launch  in  tow,  and  with  a  fair  wind  sailed  for  the  mouth  of  the 
Ocklockonee  River.  About  2  a.  m.,  March  23,  arrived  at  the  head  of 
the  bay  and  could  not  find  the  entrance,  beating  about  till  daylight; 
boat,  grounded  some  dozen  of  times.  I  became  fearful  of  discovery’ 
and  instructed  the  pilot  to  find  his  way  out  of  a  complete  trap,  and,  if 
possible,  get  deep  water  and  run  back.  Just  then  the  mouth  of  the 
livei  appealed  open,  and  all  hands,  wishing  and  agreeing,  concluded 
to  steer  for  and  proceed,  in  search  of  the  schooner;  wind  fair.  About 
8  a.  m.  came  in  . sight  of  a  dismasted  vessel  lying  close  to  starboard 
bank;  at  same  time  found  we  were  discovered  by  the  people  on  board 
who  manned  their  boats  and  made  for  the  shore.  I  dispatched  the 
launch  to  cut  the  boat  off,  but  found  her  a  little  too  late.  The  launch 
with  Mr.  Shaffer,  boarded  the  schooner  a  few  minutes  after  8  a.  m.  and 
I,  with  the  sloop. m  about  two  minutes  after,  and  took  charge  under 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America;  captured  at  same  time  an  old 
man  and  bov,  but  could  gather  little  information  from  them;  hove  up 
anchor  and  put  launch  ahead;  having  about  two  hours  tide,  towed  down 
tfie river.  About  11a.  m.  tide  done;  anchored  about  2  miles  belowthe 
terry;  at  5  underway,  launch  ahead,  relieving  the  oarsmen  every  two 
hours;  about  8  got  clear  of  the  entrance  in  safety,  steering  for  the  bav 
channel;  about  9  unfortunately  grounded  (having  run  one-half  the 
distance  to  sea);  made  every  effort  to  get  off,  and  after  losing  an  anchor 
had  to  let  the  vessel  lay  until  return  of  tide;  set  the  watches  and 
allowed  the  men  to  take  the. first  good  sleep  since  leaving  the  ship;  at 
daylight,  March  24,  tide  suiting  early,  vessel  all  afloat;  started  again 
with  about  two  hours’  work  to  clear  all  danger,  when,  after  moving 
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about  a  half  mile  and  sounding  in  the  boat,  found  we  had  taken  the 
wrong  channel,  and  grounded  again;  got  out  the  anchor  and  lines  to 
the  shore  and  worked  hard  to  get  her  off,  but  of  no  avail;  made  ready 
to  fire  the  vessel,  and  cleaned  up,  recapped,  and  primed  afresh  all  small 
arms,  howitzer  loaded  with  canister,  and  all  fully  prepared  for  defense; 
the  ground  before  us  being  a  pine  forest,  and  with  some  knowledge 
(from  the  old  man  taken)  of  the  troops  being  some  distance,  concluded 
to  wait  the  next  tide.  About  11 : 30  a.  m.  discovered  horsemen  approach¬ 
es'  at  some  distance;  they  wheeled  off  and  appeared  to  be  going  away; 
all  hands  to  quarters,  the  tide  going  down  so  low  as  to  ground  the 
boats;  about  12  found  the  horsemen  about  40,  and  various  squads  of 
foot,  (in  all  about  200)  coming  quite  near,  running  from  tree  to  tree  and 
taking  position  to  attack.  At  this  time  one  gun  tired  from  the  shore 
was  answered  with  10  muskets  from  the  vessel,  at  the  nearest  persons; 
the  battle  had  begun;  sharp  tire  from  the  shore  with  Minie  rifles,  every 
shot  striking  on. board  the  vessel.  The  howitzer,  with  canister,  was 
then  tired,  but  with  what  effect  was  not  known,  the  shore  party  being 
concealed  behind  trees.  Our  firing  was  kept  up  brisk  when  anything 
appeared  to  be  shot  at.  One  man  was  shot  by  our  musketry,  when  a 
squad  appeared  of  some  20;  we  dropped  a  shrapnel  among  them;  the 
effect  must  have  been  severe,  as  all  that  could  get  away  left;  some  of 
them  remained,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  a  number  were 
wounded.  The  howitzer  not  having  a  good  chance  to  work,  I  fired  but 
few  shots  with  it,  but  depended  more  on  musketry,  the  little  breastwork 
that  we  were  enabled  to  get  up  keeping  our  men  safe  up  to  this  time. 

1  he  tide  flowing  fast  and  boats  floating,  I  concluded  to  fire  the  vessel, 
embark  howitzer,  and  retreat  in  boats;  having  the  anchor  out  astern 
and  the  vessel  drawing  but  3£  feet  of  water,  was  fearful  of  her  swing¬ 
ing  close  inshore,  as  we  were  not  more  than  250  yards  from  the  shore 
then.  After  holding’  on  about  one  and  one-half  hours,  unlimbered 
and  embarked  howitzer  under  cover  of  musketry,  embarked  launch’s 
crew,  applied  the  match  at  four  different  fires,  jumped  into  the  sloop 
and  attempted  to  leave.  On  swinging  from  the  vessel  found  that  the 
boats  touched;  all  hands  jumped  out  and  dragged  them  about  half  a 
mile  over  mud  flats;  during  this  time  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
playing  upon  us  in  good  style.  James  Mooney  at  this  time  was  killed 
instantly;  shot  through  the  heart,  the  ball  passing  through  his  body. 
At  the  same  time  I  received  a  rifle  ball  in  the  right  side  of  the  neck, 
passing  around  the  back,  and  lodging  in  the  left  side,  deeply  imbedded 
in  the  muscles.  Other  men  were  struck  about  the  same  time,  but  no 
man  except  one  failed,  every  one  doing  his  best  under  all  circum¬ 
stances,  working  or  fighting,  and  being  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Shaffer. 
After  hard  dragging  and  perfectly  exhausted,  we  succeeded  in  getting 
in  deep  water  and  out  of  danger.  I  would  call  your  attention  to  Henry 
Leavey,  who,  after  a  severe  wound  in  the  chest,  and  losing  his  own 
boat,  caught  mine  and  remained  on  board  some  five  minutes  before 
giving  up.  After  getting  in  the  channel  1  concluded  to  make  for  the 
St.  Marks  blockade  for  assistance,  and  arrived  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
Hendrick  Hudson ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Cate,  about 
3  p.  m.,  where  every  comfort  and  attention  that  lay  in  the  power  of 
commander,  officers,  and  men  were  given  us,  particularly  the  wounded. 
Myself,  with  Mr.  Shaffer  and  crew,  do  offer  our  thanks  for  the  kind¬ 
ness  received  on  board  the  Hendrick  Hudson. 

Richard  J.  Hoffner, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 
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Report  of  casualties. 

IT.  S.  Bark  Amanda, 

East  Pass,  St.  George's  Sound ,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties,  the  result  of  an  attack 
on  the  expedition  sent  by  you  to  cut  out  the  schooner  Onward,  at  the 
Ocklockonee  River,  on  Tuesday  morning,  March  24,  1863:  James 
Mooney,  captain  forecastle,”  New  York,  killed;  Owen  McManus,  cox¬ 
swain,  England,  slight  wound  in  the  arm;  Samuel  Reynolds,  landsman, 
New  York,  wound  in  the  leg;  William  Wallace,  landsman,  England, 
slight  wound  in  head,  ball  passing  through  the  ear;  James  Halsen, 
coxswain,  Norway,  slight  scalp  wound;  Benjamin  Davis,  quartermas¬ 
ter,  Virginia,  wound  in  the  hand;  Matthew  Evans,  very  slight  wound 
in  back  of  the  hand;  Richard  J.  Hoffner,  acting  master,  severe  wound 
in  the  neck. 

Of  the  eight  wounded  James  Halsen,  Benjamin  Davis,  and  Matthew 
Evans  are  able  to  return  to  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  B.  Higginbotham, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  E.  Welch,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Baric  Amanda. 


Peport  of  Acting  Master  Pennell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 
Ethan  Allen ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Gypsy,  formerly 
the  Grace  E.  Baker. 

U.  S.  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

St.  Joseph's  Bay,  Fla.,  March  21h  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  1,0  report  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Gypsy,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  formerly  the  Grace  E.  Baker ,  of 
Key  West,  by  this  vessel,  under  my  command,  on  the  20th  instant,  35 
miles  west  of  this  bay.  The  following  are  the  particulars :  On  the  19th 
instant,  at  3: 30  p.  m.,  the  lookout  at  the  masthead  reported  a  sail  stand¬ 
ing  in  for  the  bay.  At  4  p.  m.  she  opened  out  past  the  woodland  on  the 
point,  bringing  her  in  full  view  of  this  vessel  from  on  deck,  and  about 
3  miles  distant.  She  immediately  altered  her  course  to  the  westward. 
I  got  underway  and  gave  chase.  The  wind  being  light  and  the  ship’s 
bottom  very  foul,  1  did  not  come  up  with  her  until  next  morning,  when 
I  made  her  out  close  inshore.  I  stood  in  as  near  as  was  prudent  and 
sent  boats  to  board  her.  Soon  after  our  boats  left  the  ship  I  saw  a 
boat  plying  between  the  schooner  and  the  shore,  and  a  man  on  the 
beach;  shortly  after  our  boats  boarded  her,  her  boat  returned  on  board. 
The  officer  in  charge  of  our  boats  took  charge  of  the  schooner,  ran  her 
down  to  the  ship,  and  sent  the  captain  on  board  with  his  papers.  On 
looking  at  the  papers  I  saw  that  the  manifest  did  not  agree  with  the 
captain’s  statement  of  cargo  on  board.  I  placed  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
John  E.  Stickney,  with  a  crew  from  this  vessel,  in  charge,  and  ordered 
him  to  proceed  to  this  bay.  The  wind  being  light  from  the  eastward, 
I  did  not  get  back  until  yesterday.  The  schooner  came  in  this  after¬ 
noon.  I  have  been  on  board  and  examined  the  cargo  as  far  as  possi¬ 
ble  without  breaking  bulk.  The  manifest  calls  for  300  sacks  salt,  12 
reams  paper,  2  boxes  containing  plated  forks  and  spoons,  and  3  of  knives 


East  gulf  blockading  squadron.  395 


and  fcn-ks..  I  lincl  but  3  boxes  and  2  bales  of  paper  on  board;  one  of 
the  boxes  is  partly  burst  open  and  contains  files  and  wrenches  and  other 
implements  for  mechanics’  use.  One  of  the  boxes  is  12  feet  lone-  and 
1  *°ot square,  and  by  the  appearance  does  not  contain  knives  and  forks. 

ihe  schooner  is  leaking  considerably.  1  shall  send  her  to  Key  West 
as  soon  as  I  make  some  necessary  repairs.  The  schooner  cleared  from 
Havana  for  New  Orleans  on  the  9th  of  March.  The  captain  says  he 
was  bound  for  New  Orleans,  and  must  have  drifted  to  the  eastward  of 
his  course. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


I.  A.  Pennell, 
Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  AfcCauley ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Ranger  from 
Havana. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla. ,  March  25,  1863. 
Sir:  The  sloop  Ranger ,  of  Clay  Landing,  Suwanee  River,  from 
Havana,  was  captured  this  day,  by  the  Fort  Henrfs  armed  boats  off 
Crystal  River,  the  U.  S.  schooners  Wanderer  and  Ezilda  in  chase. 

Her  cargo  is  composed  of  salt,  dry  goods,  gunpowder,  etc. 

No  ship’s  papers  were  found  on  board,  owing  probably  to  the  fact  of 
one  of  her  people  being  seen  to  throw  a  package  overboard. 

A  secession  flag  was  found  on  board.  The  prize  was  sent  to  Kev 
West.  J 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Newcomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Magnolia,  regarding 
the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  proceed  in  the  direction  of  Havana  until  within  about  10  miles 
of  the  land;  thence  to  the  westward  as  far  as  Port  Cabanas,  and  from 
thence  in  a  slightly  zigzag  course  toward  the  Quicksand  Passage.  On 
nearing  the  edge  of  the  reef,  you  will  pass  around  to  the  southward 
and  westward  of  the  Tortugas,  to  the  northward  of  which  you  will 
cruise  until  by  the  tenth  da}"  from  this  date  you  will  be  at  Tampa  Bay, 
and  there  deliver  to  the  gunboat  Tahoma  all  the  provisions  and  coal 
you  can  spare,  reserving  but  one  week’s  provisions  for  yourself  and 
enough  coal  to  bring  you  to  this  place. 
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During  the  period  of  your  absence  you  will  be  vigilant  in  boarding 
and  examining  every  vessel  you  may  discover  and  reach  without  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  any  foreign  power,  and  you  will  seize  and 
send  in  to  this  port  all  such  as  may  come  under  the  rule  for  such  action. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Commander  Henry  S.  Newcomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Magnolia. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Willcomb ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture 
of  the  British  schooner  Pacifique. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Off  St.  Marhs ,  March  £7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  from  Apalachi¬ 
cola  Ba}r  this  morning  and  resumed  the  blockade  of  this  port,  relieving 
the  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  anchored  here  the  schooner  Pacifique ,  of 
Quebec,  under  English  colors,  and  purporting  to  be  from  Cienfuegos, 
Cuba,  bound  to  St.  John’s,  Newfoundland,  which  had  been  seized  by 
the  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson .  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding 
David  Cate. 

He  informed  me  that  her  papers  were  all  correct,  and  requested  me 
to  endorse  them  with  him,  which  I  declined  on  the  grounds  that  I  con¬ 
sidered  her  position  as  extremely  suspicious.  He  endorsed  them. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Hendrick  Hudson ,  I  made  a  careful  exam¬ 
ination  of  the  schooner’s  papers,  including  log  book  and  charts.  They 
were  apparently  correct,  with  the  exception  of  the  log  book,  which 
contained  several  discrepancies  such  as  follows:  March  19,  Sandy 
Cay  in  sight,  latitude  obs.  24°  19';  21st,  Salt  Cay  light  SW.  by  S.,  14 
miles  distant;  23d,  latitude  obs.  27°  58',  which  would  put  her  at  least 
30  miles  clear  of  and  to  the  northward  of  Little  Bahamas.  After 
careful  investigation,  I  have  concluded  to  take  possession  of  her  as  a 
prize  to  this  steamer,  and  send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ve^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  W illcomb, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  U.  S. 
district  attorney  at  Hey  West ,  El  a.,  regarding  the  prize  schooner 
Pacifique ,  captured  March  27,  1863. 

April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  story  told  by  the  master  of  the  schooner 
Pacific ,  or  Pacifico  [ Pacifique ],  taken  as  a  prize  by  the  steamer  Stars 
and  Stripes  off  St.  Marks,  whilst  on  a  voyage  from  Cienfuegos  (Cuba) 
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to  St.  John  s,  Newfoundland,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  as  evidence 
the  ofhcial  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
lahoma ,  from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  above-named  prize  was 
boarded  off  Tampa  by  the  Talioma  and  warned  off  on  the  24th  of  March, 
notv  ithstanding  which  she  was  captured  off  St.  Marks  in  an  endeavor 
to  run  the  blockade  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Jxctg.  h  ear- Admiral,  Comdg .  JEaster7i  Gulf  JBlockdg .  Squadron. 

Thos.  J.  Boynton, 

U.  8.  District  Attorney ,  Key  West. 


T;  S.  It  would  appear  that  the  Pacifico  represented  herself  as  a 
fishing  vessel  and  was  warned  not  to  fish  on  that  coast. 


T.  B. 


Engagement  with  Confederates  on  Gadsden's  Point ,  Tampa  Bay ,  by 
boat's  crew  f  rom  the  U.  8.  bark  Pursuit ,  March  27,  1863. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy. 


No.  134.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following: 

On  the  27th  ultimo,  as  the  bark  Pursuit  was  lying  off  Gadsden’s 
Point  in  Tampa  Bay,  on  blockade,  a  smoke  was  discovered  on  the 
beach,  and  shortly  afterwards  three  persons  made  their  appearance, 
wavinga  white  flag.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Randall,  in  command 
of  the  Pursuit,  supposing  them  to  be  escaped  contrabands  or  others, 
wishing  to  communicate  with  the  vessel,  sent  a  boat  in,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  H.  K.  Lapham,  with  a  flag  of  truce  flying.  On  the 
boat  nearing  the  beach,  two  of  the  parties  were  seen  to  be  clothed  in 
female  apparel,  with  their  hands  and  faces  blackened,  and  one  of  them 
appeared  to  be  overcome  with  joy,  exclaiming,  “Thank  God!  Thank 
God!  I  am  free.”  On  the  boat  touching  the  beach,  the  female  dresses 
were  thrown  off,  and  it  then  became  evident  that  they  were  white 
men,  disguised  for  the  purpose  of  decoying  the  boat  on  shore.  Imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  about  100  armed  men  arose  from  the  bushes  around 
about  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  boat,  which  being  refused, 
they  fired  a  volley  of  musketry  into  her,  wounding  the  officer  in  charge 
and  three  of  the  crew.  The  fire  was  returned  by  the  boat’s  crew, 
some  firing  and  the  rest  hauling  the- boat  off  until  they  were  out  of 
range.  As  soon  as  the  firing  commenced,  the  Pursuit  was  sprung 
and  her  battery  brought  to  bear,  and  four  shells  fired  amongst  the 
rebels,  but  probably  without  effect. 

The  gunboat  Talioma,  arriving  at  Tampa  Bay  the  next  day,  her 
commander  having  been  informed  of  the  treacherous  conduct  of  the 
rebels,  ordered  the  Pursuit  down  the  bay,  and  proceeded  with  the 
U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard  up  to  bombard  the  town.  It  blowing  a 
norther  at  the  time,  it  was  impossible  to  do  anything  more  than  to  try 
the  range  of  the  Beauregard's  rifle,  which  was  done  with  satisfactory 
results.  On  the  2d  instant,  the  commander  of  the  Talioma,  while 
returning  to  his  vessel  from  a  closer  inspection  of  the  battery,  had 


398 


EAST  GULE  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


three  shots  fired  at  him.  The  Beauregard  was  then  sent  as  near  the 
battery  as  was  possible,  and  both  vessels  commenced  firing-  on  the 
town,  hitting  some  of  the  houses,  but  what  other  damage  was  done 
could  not  be  ascertained.  I  herewith  enclose  the  acting  assistant 
surgeon’s  report  of  the  wounded  on  board  the  bark  Pursuit. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  casualties. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

Off  Tampa ,  Fla. ,  March  % 7 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  resulting  from  the 
boat  engagement  to-day: 

Severely  wounded,  2.  Henry  K.  Lapham,  acting  master,  gunshot 
wound  of  left  arm,  fracturing  the  humerus;  Edward  K.  Smith,  sea¬ 
man,  gunshot  wound  of  right  lower  lip,  the  ball  striking  the  teeth, 
came  out  below,  and  external  to  the  jaw. 

Slightly  wounded,  2.  Frederick  A.  Brayman,  landsman,  gunshot 
wound  of  the  back;  John  Peters,  landsman,  gunshot  wound  of  the  scalp. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horace  K.  Wheeler, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Wm.  P.  Randall, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Randall,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Bark 

Pursuit. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

Off  Gadsden? s  Point ,  Tampa  Bay ,  March ,  ,f7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  obliged  to  report  an  act  of  shameful  treachery  committed 
by  the  rebels  under  a  flag  of  truce.  The  circumstances  are  as  follows: 
Last  night,  at  about  10  p.  m.,  a  small  fire  was  discovered  on  the  beach 
at  Gadsden’s  Point,  which  bears  N.  h  W.,  2  miles  distant.  Supposing 
it  to  have  been  made  by  escaped  contrabands  who  were  desirous  of 
coming  to  the  ship,  1  was  about  to  send  a  boat;  but  on  further  consid¬ 
eration  1  deemed  it  more  prudent  to  wait  until  daylight.  In  the 
morning  no  signs  of  anyone  could  be  seen  on  shore.  About  noon, 
however,  a  small  smoke  was  discovered  on  the  beach,  and  three  per¬ 
sons  were  seen  waving  a  flag  of  truce.  It  being  evident  that  they 
wished  to  communicate  with  the  ship,  I  sent  the  first  cutter  with  an 
armed  crew,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Henry  K.  Lapham,  who 
pulled  toward  them  with  a  white  handkerchief  flying  as  a  flag  of  truce. 
On  nearing  the  beach  two  of  the  persons  were  found  to  be  clothed  in 
female  apparel;  their  faces  and  hands  were  blackened,  and  one  of  them 
appeared  to  be  overcome  with  joy,  wringing  her  hands  and  repeatedly 
exclaiming,  “Thank God!  Thank  God!  1  am  free!”  As  soon,  how- 
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e\  or,  as  the  boat  touched  the  beach  it  became  evident  that  it  was  a 
white  man  in  disguise,  for  he  threw  off  a  shawl  and  picked  up  a  musket. 
At  this  signal  about  100  men  arose  from  ambush  and  demanded  the 
surrender  of  the  boat  Mr.  Lapham  replied,  “  Be  honorable.  Respect 
the  flag  of  truce.  I  hey  again  said,  “Will  you  surrender?”  Mr. 
Lapham  leplied,  'No;  never.  Whereupon  thej^  fired  a  volley  of 
musketry  severely  wounding  Mr.  Lapham  and  three  of  the  boat’s 
crew,  t  he  fire  was  returned  and  two  of  the  rebels  were  seen  to  fall 
(one  of  those  in  female  costume).  Mr.  Lapham  ordered  the  crew  to 
]ump  overboard  and  keep  the  boat  between  them  and  the  shore,  which 
they  did,  some  of  the  wounded  assisting  in  dragging  the  boat,  while 
the  others  continued  to  fire  until  the  ammunition  became  wet.  As 
soon  as  the  rebels  fired  on  the  boat  I  sprung  the  ship,  fired  four  shells 
among  them  and  sent  the  third  cutter  with  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
II.  K.  Wheeler  to  assist  the  sinking  boat.  The  wounded  are  all  on 
board  ieceiiing  the  most  careful  attendance  and  the  surgeon’s  report 
of  casualties  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  beg  leai  e  to  state  that  I  witnessed  the  whole  affair,  and  deem  it 
most  miraculous  that  any  of  the  boat’s  crew  should  have  escaped,  as 
the  rebels  were  no  less  than  100  in  number,  and  not  over  30  yards 
distant  from  the  boat.  She  could  easily  have  been  captured  were  it 
not  for  the  cool  and  determined  manner  in  which  she  was  defended. 
The  only  comment  that  I  can  make  on  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lapham  and 
the  boat’s  crew  is  that  they  have  proved  themselves  to  be  truly  brave 
men. 

Regretting  my  inability  to  communicate  more  briefly  a  faithful 
detail  of  the  events,  1  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  P.  Randall, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

iq.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron.  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Regport  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Me  Cwuley ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures 
to  prevent  blockade  running  in  the  vicinity  of  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  March  29,  1863. 

Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  enclosed  me  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  R.  W.  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  consul-general,  Havana. 

I  do  not  agree  with  the  consul  that  the  information  afforded  him  by 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Cuba  was  correct,  or  even 
given  with  the  intention  of  telling  the  truth. 

I  have  had  a  lookout,  furnished  with  signals,  kept  at  Sea  Horse  Key 
light-house,  from  whence  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee  River  is  distinct. 
I  have  had  boats  out,  spending  forty-eight  hours  at  a  time,  laying  in 
wait  behind  North  Key.  My  boats  have  several  times  been  in  the 
Suwanee  River  and  have  cut  down  all  the  beacons  and  stakes  there¬ 
about.  I  should  have  thought  it  rather  late  in  the  war  for  that  stale 
expedient  that  has  been  employed  by  the  rebels  of  endeavoring  to 
harass  officers  bv  bringing  them  under  the  unfavorable  notice  of  their 
commanders  by  such  reports. 
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The  Cuba  was  the  steamer  I  reported  to  the  rear-admiral,  14th  Jan¬ 
uary,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 


Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

April  f  1863. 


Name. 


Commander. 


Class  and  station. 


Amanda . . 

Dale . 

Ethan  Allen . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . . . 

Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers _ 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Penguin . 

Port  Royal . 

Pursuit . 

Roebuck . 

Sagamore . 

St.  Lawrence . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 

Hendrick  Hudson 

De  Soto . 

Beauregard  . 


Act.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch  . . 
Act.  Mast.  J.  O.  Barclay  — 

Act.  Mast.  I.  A.  Pennell  . . . 

Act.  Mast.  W.  McClintock. 
Act.  Lt.  E.  Y.  McCauley  — 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter  . . 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers  . 
Act.  Mast.  L.  Nickerson  . . . 
Act.  Mast.  W.  Fales . 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Newcomb  . . . 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris  . . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall 

Act.  Mast.  J.  Sherrill . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Comdr.  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman  . 

Act.  Mast.  C.  L.  Willcomb  . 

Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Act.  Mast.  E.  S.Turner _ 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . 

Capt.W.M.  Walker . 

Act.  Ensign  J.  C.  Hamlin  . 


Bark.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East  Pass. 

Sloop  of  war.  Ordnance  ship,  Key 
West. 

Bark.  Returning  to  Key  West  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Schooner.  Guard  schooner,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  in  place  of 
Ethan  Allen. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  N.  W.  of  Tor- 
tugas. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  Apa¬ 
lachicola. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West  . 
Pass. 

Bark.  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Cutting  out  expedition, 
Suwanee  River. 

Frigate.  Flagship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  New 
Inlet. 

Steamer.  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  St.  Marks 
and  Cedar  Keys. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East 
Pass. 

Steamer  Cruising  after  the  Oreto. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  Cape 
Sable  and  Charlotte  Harbor. 


TENDERS. 


Ariel . 

Brockenborough 

Ezilda . 

Two  Sisters . 

Annie . 

Julia . 

Stonewall . 


Schooner.  Tender  to  St.  Lawrence, 
Indian  Key. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal  and 
Somerset,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry, 
Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  St.  Lawrence, 
Tortugas. 

Tender  to  ordnance  ship  Dale,  Boca 
Grande. 

Tender  to  Pursuit,  Tampa  Bay. 

Do. 


Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  front  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Jafragvf  U.  A  Navy ,  transmitting  copies  of  letters  sent  to  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  Navy  regarding  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  J 

,  April  2,  1863. 

bra:  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  three  letters  that  1  have  sent  to 
the  Department,  relative  to  the  existing  state  of  affairs  about  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande;  which  although  pertaining  territorially  to 
youi  command,  are  giving  us  a  deal  of  trouble  in  the  prize  courts 
nere.  bhould  you  hit  upon  an}i  remedy  for  the  evil,  will  vou  please 
communicate  it  to  me  ? 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  ,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  A  ear- Admiral,  Corn  dg .  Eastern  Gulf  jBlockdg .  Sguadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

99*]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  March  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  some  peculiar 
facts  connected  with  the  region  of  the  Rio  Grande,  suggested  by  the 
recent  release  of  the  British  brig  Magicienne  by  the  officers  of  the 
district  court  at  this  place. 

This  vessel  has  been  mentioned  as  suspicious  in  the  extracts  from 
consular  and  other  dispatches  furnished  to  me  by  the  Department, 
and  also  as  having  sailed  from  England  for  Matamoras  on  the  6th  of 
January.  She  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Onward  and  sent  in  here 
for  adjudication;  but,  on  February  28,  the  district  attorney  addressed 
the  following  official  communication  to  the  prize  commissioners,  and 
she  was  accordingly  released: 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  the  British  vice-consul  I  examined  to-day,  in  your  presence, 
the  depositions  taken,  and  the  invoices,  bills  lading,  and  other  papers  relating  to  the 
British  brig  Magicienne,  lately  sent  into  this  port  as  prize,  and  to  the  cargo  of  that 
vessel.  I  can  not  consistently  commence  proceedings  against  the  Magicienne.  I  can 
see  nothing  on  which  to  base  a  demand  for  condemnation,  nor  even  for  a  certificate 
for  probable  cause  of  seizure.  I  advise  that  the  Magicienne  and  cargo  be  restored 
by  the  prize  commissioner  to  the  master  and  claimant. 

I  do  not  know  what  evidence  was  submitted  in  the  case;  but  assum¬ 
ing  that  her  cargo  may  have  consisted  wholly  or  partially  of  contra¬ 
band  of  war,  it  might  be  urged,  in  view  of  the  existing  hostilities 
between  Mexico  and  France,  that  it  doe's  not,  therefore,  follow  that 
such  articles  were  intended  to  be  smuggled  into  Texas  for  the  use  of 
the  rebels,  but  that  it  is  fair  to  suppose  they  were  destined  for  the 
Mexicans,  and,  in  support  of  such  a  supposition,  it  has  been  noticed 
that  vessels  are  constantly  being  cleared  from  our  Northern  ports  for 
Matamoras,  laden  with  all*  sorts  of  articles,  even  including  such  as  are 
clearly  contraband.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  however,  that  the 
requirements  of  a  legitimate  trade  with  this  port  should  have  increased 
to  such  an  enormous  extent  in  so  short  a  time  as  is  represented;  and  it 
will  readily  occur  to  the  Government  that,  unless  this  trade  can  be 
restricted  in  some  way,  the  object  of  blockading  our  Southern  coast 
must  necessarily,  in  a  great  measure,  be  frustrated.  Whether  such 

N  w  r — vou  17 - 26 


402 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


restrictions  can  be  effected  by  our  cruisers — especially  in  view  of  this 
case  of  the  A fagidenne — or  whether  the  occupation  of  Brownsville  by 
a  sufficient  military  force  is  possible  and  calculated  to  secure  the  object 
desired,  is  now  suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  (I  understand)  the  cargo  of  the  Magicienne 
was  not  broken  out  and  examined  in  this  port;  and  although  the  fact 
of  her  having  contained  contraband  of  war  may  have  been  fully  shown, 
and  may  have  been  considered  insufficient  for  her  detention,  yet  an 
examination  might  have  revealed  (for  example)  clothing  or  accouter¬ 
ments  marked  “C.  S.  A.,”  which  could  hardly  have  been  intended  for 
the  Mexicans.  And  in  this  connection  I  would  remind  the  Department 
that  the  mere  fact  of  contraband  would  be  sufficient  to  warrant  her 
being  seized  by  our  cruisers  and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  and  that  a 
search  for  such  further  proof  of  complicity  with  the  rebels,  as  is  sug¬ 
gested  above,  would  be  impossible  at  sea,  as  all  such  proof  would  nat¬ 
urally  be  stowed  well  out  of  reach. 

The  steamer  Peterhoff,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  while 
bound  (apparently)  to  Matamoras,  is  now  in  this  port,  and  although  I 
fancy  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  her,  yet  similar  considerations  to 
those  suggested  above  would  release  her  also. 

Respectfully,  / 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  106.J  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  Afarch  19, 1863. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  March  13, 1  would  sug¬ 
gest,  in  case  the  military  occupation  of  the  Rio  Grande  can  not  be  under¬ 
taken  at  present,  that  an  arrangement  with  the  French  for  a  joint 
blockade  of  that  river  would,  if  practicable,  produce  the  desired  result 
perhaps  even  more  effectually  than  could  be  done  in  any  other  way. 
A  representation  to  the  French  authorities  that  English  capitalists  are 
openly  pouring  into  Matamoras  munitions  of  war  of  every  description, 
avowedly  for  the  supply  of  the  Mexicans,  ought  certainly  to  induce 
them  to  blockade  that  port,  and  then  a  similar  force  on  our  part  would 
seal  up  the  place  entirely,  as  against  any  set  of  papers  that  a  vessel 
could  carry. 

Whether  such  an  arrangement  can  be  made  without  any  “  entangling 
alliances,”  whether  it  can  not  be  informally  agreed  upon  betAveen 
Admiral  Farragut  and  the  French  admiral,  or  whether  the  entire  ques¬ 
tion  can  not  be  turned  to  some  further  advantage  in  our  relations  with 
France,  is  for  the  Government  to  consider  and  determine. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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No.  120.]  IT.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  April  1863. 

Sir:  Referring  once  more  to  the  subject  of  my  dispatches,  Nos.  99 
and  106,  dated  March  13  and  19,  relative  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  \  lcmity  of  Matamoras,  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the 
British  schooner  Agnes ,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  with  papers  show¬ 
ing  a  regular  clearance  from  Matamoras,  was  captured  near  the  Tortu¬ 
ga  by  the  schooner  Two  Sisters  (a  tender  to  this  vessel)  and  brought 
into  this  port  yesterday  for  adjudication. 

1  his  vessel  was  built  in  Louisiana  and  was  formerly  owned  there, 
but  now  shows  a  provisional  register  signed  by  the  British  consul- 
general  at  Havana.  On  a  first  examination  of  her  papers  the  district 
attorney  was  of  opinion  that  no  cause  of  action  could  lie  against  her, 
but  on  further  consultation  with  him  I  have  directed  the  vessel  to  be 
libeled  as  a  prize  in  order  to  make  it  a  test  case  for  the  future  guidance 
of  our  cruisers  in  making  captures.  The  reasons  that  impelled  me  to 
this  course  are  that  from  intercepted  correspondence  lately  found  on 
board  a  prize  I  learn  that  the  rebel  Government  are  seizing  all  the  cot¬ 
ton  they  can  lay  hands  on  in  Florida  and  paying  the  planters  for  it  at 
an  arbitrary  rate  fixed  by  themselves,  and  that  they  are  exporting  it 
at  their  own  risk  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  for  foreign  loans. 
Officers  are  appointed  for  this  purpose,  and  great  discontent  is  mani¬ 
fested  by  the  professed  speculators  in  this  line  at  the  interference  with 
their  business.  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to  suppose  that  these  provisions 
are  coextensive  with  the  authority  of  the  rebel  Government,  and  that 
in  this  case,  as  in  the  other,  the  real  ownership  is  covered  up  from 
observation  by  false  papers. 

I  learn  also,  from  passengers  taken  in  the  Agnes,  that  there  are  at 
present  from  180  to  200  vessels,  of  all  nations  (many  of  them  Ameri¬ 
can,  and  having  regular  clearances  from  the  Northern  ports  of  the 
United  States),  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  waiting  to  discharge 
their  cargoes  and  receive  cotton  instead,  and  that  previous  to  this 
rebellion  there  were,  at  most,  but  half  a  dozen  vessels  trading  with 
that  port  during  the  whole  year.  In  view  of  all  these  facts,  I  would 
reiterate  my  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  some  immediate  action  to 
close  this  port  for  all  purposes  of  general  trade,  either  by  military 
occupation  of  our  own  interior  frontier,  or  by  instituting  a  joint 
blockade  with  the  French. 

1  shall  send  copies  of  my  three  letters  to  the  Department  on  this 
subject,  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  for  his 
information. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdy.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Boat  expedition  under  the  direction  of  A-ding  Lieutenant  McCauley, 

U.  S.  Wavy,  in  search  of  blockade  runners  at  Bayport ,  and  elsewhere 

between  Suwanee  River  and  Anclote  Keys ,  Florida ,  April  2—9,  I860. 

Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lientenant-Commander  English, 

IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cooperation. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  March  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  receive  from  this  vessel  two  launches  (with  howitzers  and  the 
crews  otherwise  armed),  and  you  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to 
Cedar  Kevs,  avoiding  all  communication  by  which  the  object  of  your 
expedition  can  be  known,  or  even  surmised,  without,  however,  suffer¬ 
ing  any  attempt  to  evade  the  blockade  that  may  fall  under  your 
immediate  notice  to  pass  unheeded. 

On  arriving  at  Cedar  Keys,  you  will  communicate  with  Acting 
Lieutenant  Edward  Y.  McCauley,  commanding  the.  U.  S.  S.  Fort 
Henry ,  and  arrange  with  him  the  details  of  the  following  plan: 

The  two  launches  of  this  ship,  together  with  your  own  and  such 
other  boats  of  the  Sagamore  and  Fort  Henry  as  can  be  spared  (having 
due  regard  to  the  safety  and  efficiency  of  the  latter  vessel  during  the 
absence  of  the  expedition)  will  constitute  a  force  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Acting  Lieutenant  McCauley,  for  the  purpose  of  scouring 
the  entire  coast  between  the  Suwanee  River  and  the  Anclote  Keys. 
You  will  take  the  expedition  in  your  vessel  first  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Suwanee  River,  and  dispatch  them  inside,  and  thence  along  the  coast 
to  the  southward,  with  orders  to  capture  all  vessels  they  may  find  on 
the  way,  or  failing'  that  to  destroy  them.  In  the  meantime  you  will 
manage  your  own  vessel  so  as  to  render  the  most  efficient  support 
possible  to  the  expedition.  Passing  to  the  southward  of  Cedar  Keys, 
you  will  continue  the  process  above  indicated,  paying  especial  attention 
to  Crystal  River,  Chassahowitzka  River  and  Bayport.  After  the  boats 
shall  have  passed  inside  of  St.  Martin’s  Reef,  it  would  seem  the  best  plan 
for  you  to  go,  in  the  Sagamore ,  to  cruise  between  the  southern  point 
of  that  reef  and  North  Anclote  Key,  until  rejoined  by  the  expedition. 

Should  information  reach  you  inducing  a  belief  that  greater  damage 
could  be  done  to  the  rebels  by  first  scouring  the  coast  inside  of  St. 
Martin’s  Reef  before  visiting  the  Suwanee  River,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  do  so,  and  you  can  not  too  highly  appreciate  the  importance  of  tak¬ 
ing  the  enemy  by  surprise,  whereby  a  greater  blow  can  be  inflicted  on 
them  and  with  less  probability  of  loss  on  our  side. 

Much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  your  discretion  in  the  matter,  and 
I  confidently  expect  no  insignificant  results  from  the  expedition  if 
arranged  with  judgment  and  executed  with  the  celerity  and  dash  which 
I  look  for  in  yourself  and  Lieutenant  McCauley,  for  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  all  this  portion  of  the  coast  is  thickly  lined  with  vessels 
whose  only  object  is  to  run  the  blockade  with  valuable  cargoes. 

On  the  accomplishment  of  this  duty,  and  having  left  Lieutenant 
McCauley  and  his  portion  of  the  expedition  on  board  their  own  vessels, 
you  will  return  to  this  port  with  the  launches  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  report  to  me. 

Respectfully,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Sagamore. 
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List  of  blockade  runners  supposed  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  expedition. 


U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  March  itf  1863. 

Sir :  The  following  are  some  of  the  vessels  supposed  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  your  proposed  expedition: 

Steamer  Alice ,  whereabouts  not  known. 

Steamer  Cuba ,  in  the  Suwanee  River. 

Steamer  Frolic ,  Crystal  River. 

Steamer  Onward ,  Bayport. 

Steamer  Amelia ,  Bayport. 

Steamer  Clarita ,  Bayport. 

Steamer  Linnet ,  Bayport. 

Schooner  Few  Fear,  Bayport. 

Pilot  boat  Mary  C.  Harris ,  Bayport. 

Virginia,  Bayport. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  • Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gmiboat  Sagamexre. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  English,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 

U.  S.  Boat  Sagamore, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  April  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  jTour  letter  of  instruction  dated  March  24,  I 
received  from  the  frigate  St.  Lavrrence  her  first  and  second  launches, 
accompanied  with  a  party  of  46  men  and  marines,  under  charge  of 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  Boyle  and  Gunner  Ferguson,  and  proceeded  to 
Cedar  Keys;  arriving  here  on  the  28th  ultimo,  communicated  with 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley,  and  made  all  preparations 
for  starting  the  expedition.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  2d  instant 
that  the  weather  would  admit  of  boats  leaving  the  vessel,  upon  which 
day  I  took  them  in  tow  and  proceeded  down  the  coast  and  dispatched 
them  inshore.  Enclosed  I  send  Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley’s 
report. 

I  am  satisfied  had  it  not  blown  a  gale  of  wind  at  the  time  the  party 
arrived  off  Bayport,  every  vessel  in  there  would  have  been  captured 
or  destroyed,  notwithstanding  the  battery  and  rifle  pits. 

It  is  not  often  we  hear  of  open  boats  attacking  a  battery  on  shore, 
protected  as  this  was,  and  succeed  in  silencing  and  driving  them  from 
their  guns. 

The  contrabands  that  made  their  escape  from  Crystal  River  report 
the  courier  brought  news  of  the  attack  the  same  afternoon,  and  that 
the  rebels  had  four  killed  and  many  wounded,  and  that  he  had  been 
dispatched  along  the  coast  collecting  troops  at  contemplated  points  of 
attack. 

During  the  time  the  expedition  was  inside  of  St.  Martin’s  Reef,  and 
so  on  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee  River,  this  vessel,  accompanied 
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by  the  schooner  Ezilda ,  cruised  offshore,  and  I  am  certain  nothing 
could  or  did  escape  our  vigilance  and  get  to  sea. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron . 


Detailed  report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort 

Henry. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla.,  April  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  and  directions,  I  took  charge  of 
the  armed  boat  expedition,  consisting  of  the  St.  Lawrencd  s  two  first 
launches,  the  Sagamore1  s  launch  and  cutter,  the  Fort  Henry’s  launch 
and  cutter,  and  a  cutter  ambulance  in  charge  of  Assistant  Surgeon  J. 
Stevens. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant,  at  7  o’clock,  we  left  the  Sagamore 
and  stood  in  for  Bayport  and  anchored  in  4  feet  water  at  1  o’clock 
a.  m.  At  daylight  we  found  ourselves  2  miles  to  leeward  of  Bayport, 
with  a  strong  westerly  breeze  and  ebb  tide  against  us.  The  first 
launch  proved  so  sluggish  and  heavy  that  we  spent  two  hours  in  reach¬ 
ing  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  through  a  most  intricate  and  shallow 
channel.  This  waste  of  time  gave  the  rebels  leisure  to  make  all  prepa¬ 
rations  for  our  reception.  The  outer  anchorage,  where  vessels 
usually  take  in  their  cargoes,  was  clear  of  sail.  Two  small  schooners 
and  two  sloops  were  run  into  a  bayou  and  grounded  on  the  banks, 
which  were  thickly  covered  with  trees,  but  a  large  schooner,  laden 
with  cotton  and  ready  for  sea,  was  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  evidently  of 
too  great  draft  to  be  moved.  I  dispatched  the  Sagamore’s  second 
cutter,  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Fleming,  to  capture  a  sloop  lying 
inshore  to  the  southward  of  the  harbor.  They  dashed  after  her,  car¬ 
rying  their  boats  over  the  flats,  and  took  possession  of  her.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Helen ,  of  Crystal  River,  loaded  with  corn.  She  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  Her  crew  was  brought  on  board  the  first  launch. 
They  informed  me  that  Bayport  was  defended  by  a  battery  of  two 
guns  and  a  company  of  rebel  soldiers,  besides  other  auxiliaries,  and 
gave  the  above-mentioned  information  of  the  cotton  schooner.  Hav¬ 
ing  cleared  boats  for  action,  I  led  the  launches  on  to  capture  or  destroy 
the  schooner.  On  reaching  within  900  yards  the  battery  opened  on 
us  with  round  shot,  and  the  woods  around  the  harbor  concealed  a  good 
number  of  riflemen,  who  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  upon  us,  all  equally  badly 
aimed,  for  although  we  were  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  minutes 
under  fire,  but  one  man  was  wounded  on  our  side. 

On  getting  within  4C0  yards  the  launches  opened  fire  with  their 
howitzers.  A  man  was  then  seen  to  leave  the  schooner  and  in  a  few 
seconds  after  the  flames  spread  over  her.  For  about  fifteen  minutes 
the  battery  answered  our  fire  with  grape,  but  the  fire  from  the  Saga- 
mords  launch  was  so  rapid  and  well  directed,  and  finally  a  shrapnel 
from  her  gun  falling  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy  there,  their  guns  were 
deserted  and  our  attention  was  turned  to  shelling  the  riflemen  in  the 
woods. 
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Tlie,  Fort  Henry  s  launch’s  howitzer  broke  its  clamp  plate  after  the 
second  discharge  and  was  disabled.  After  the  thirteenth  round  the 
second  launch  s  gun  was  disabled  by  the  same  kind  of  accident.  She 
did  not  withdraw  from  under  tire,  but  held  her  position  and  kept  up  a 
warm  rifle  discharge.  The  first  launch  was  so  unwieldy,  the  tide 
wind,  and  sea  so  strong,  that  we  could  not  keep  bows  on  to  the  bat¬ 
tery;  constantly  grounding.  She  seemed  hardly  to  be  affected  by  the 
oais.  i  got  her  anchor  out  astern,  but  she  dragged  it,  and  brouo-ht 
up  about  350  yards  from  the  battery,  where  she  was  bravely  followed 
by  the  Sagamore  s  launch,  to  whose  effective  fire  she  is  indebted  for 
getting  off  unscathed. 

i  ^oac^eir  °f  °Yr  howitzer,  J.  Baptiste,  of  the  Sagamore ,  had  been 
shot  through  the  shoulder;  his  place  was  promptly  supplied  by  Louis 
Vascom,  whose  conduct  under  fire  and  afterwards  was  [a]  subject  of 
praise  from  all  who  witnessed  it. 

By  this  time  the  schooner  was  ignited  to  such  an  extent  that  ren¬ 
dered  extinguishing  impossible.  Having  gained  my  object  in  her 
destruction  and  the  clearing  of  the  battery,  the  disabling  of  two  of  my 
guns,  the  unwieldiness  of  the  first  launch,  which  made  it  difficult  to 
bring  her  gun  to  bear;  the  uncertainty  of  aim  in  the  sea  that  was  run¬ 
ning,  and  consequent  waste  of  ammunition,  and  the  warnings  of  Mr. 
Ashley,  the  pilot,  that  if  the  ebb  tide  found  us  there  we  should  be 
left  aground,  made  me  give  up  my  design  of  trying  to  set  the  vessels 
in  the  bayou  on  fire  by  shelling.  We  then  began  a  heavy  pull  out  of 
range,  a  feat  which  we  accomplished  in  the  first  launch  in  half  an  hour, 
daring’  which  time  the  rebels  returned  to  their  guns  and  saluted  us 
with  a  steady  fire  from  a  rifled  fieldpiece  they  brought  up. 

We  anchored  outside  the  range  of  their  guns  for  rest  and  food.  I 
found  the  first  launch’s  bow  had  suffered  from  the  strain  of  the 
24-pounder  to  such  an  extent  that  two  rounds  more  would  have  disa¬ 
bled  her  entirely.  The  Sagamores  gun,  having  stranded  its  breeching, 
was  the  only  gun  I  could  depend  upon  for  future  service.  Jury  fittings 
were  skillfully  made,  but  were,  of  course,  unreliable. 

My  course  was  then  for  the  mouth  of  the  Chassahowitzka,  which 
we  barely  reached  that  night  in  time  to  find  a  slight  shelter  against  the 
N.  W.  gale,  which  blew  with  violence,  filling  the  light  boats  and 
launches  with  water,  and  reducing  our  howitzer  ammunition  by 
drowning. 

The  men  and  officers  who  spent  that  cold  night  baling  and  pulling 
about,  with  the  usual  accompaniment  of  loss  of  kedges,  etc.,  without 
a  murmur,  deserve  to  be  remembered  by  the  rear-admiral  when  he 
requires  the  services  of  hardy,  resolute  seamen. 

Without  delay,  at  daylight  we  got  underway,  and  by  taking  the  first 
launch  in  tow,  forty-eight  hours  after  leaving  Bayport  we  reached 
Crystal  River,  a  rebel  express  having  preceded  us  there  by  forty-one 
hours.  The  first  launch  having  been  rendered  still  more  unwieldy  by 
the  alteration  of  her  trim,  consequent  to  consumption  of  ammunition, 

I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  proceed  up  the  Crystal  River  to  any  dis¬ 
tance.  1  sent  Mr.  Babson  in  with  the  Sagamore's  launch  and  second 
cutter  to  reconnoiter.  He  reported  the  river  clear  of  sail  and  the 
channel  so  shallow  that  even  his  light  launch  had  difficult}'  in  getting 
by  the  channel  stakes. 

W e  left  Crystal  River  that  afternoon  and  passed  the  Homosassa,  a 
small  creek  with  a  boat  channel  of  about  4  feet  water. 
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Next  night  we  entered  the  Withlacoochee,  where  I  took  possession 
of  a  deserted  house,  and  sent  half  the  crews  of  the  boats  ashore  at  a 
time  to  obtain  rest  and  dry  their  clothing  and  arms. 

Next  day  we  visited  the  mouth  of  the  Waccasassa  and  returned  to 
the  Fort  Henry  at  8  p.  m.,  havingtugged  that  first  launch  against  head 
winds,  and  for  the  most  part  of  the  time  adverse  tides,  a  distance  of  at 
least  75  miles  in  five  days. 

On  the  8th  we  started  for  the  Suwanee  and  entered  the  river;  night 
coming  on,  owing  to  delays  occasioned  by  the  first  launch,  we  did  not 
have  time  to  proceed  up,  but  found  here  as  elsewhere  that  the  news  of 
our  approach  had  preceded  us,  and  not  a  sail  was  visible.  We 
attempted  to  return,  but  the  first  launch  made  us  pass  another  night 
in  the  boats. 

In  your  report,  pray  mention  to  the  rear-admiral  that  if  the  expedi¬ 
tion  has  been  poor  in  its  results,  he  will  please  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  the  weather  has  been  most  adverse  for  a  boat  expedition. 
I  was  amply  supplied  with  force  and  material,  and  the  men  and  officers 
seconded  me  in  a  manner  to  have  insured  success  in  any  undertaking. 
My  orders  were  obeyed  with  the  greatest  precision  and  alacritj^,  and 
not  a  single  disagreeable  incident  occurred  during  the  five  days  we  were 
toiling  along  under  the  hot  sun  against  head  winds,  tides,  and  bitter 
cold  nights. 

Will  you  please  mention  to  Captain  Schenck,  commanding  U.  S. 
flagship  /St.  Lawrence ,  the  notice  of  Louis  Vasconi’s  conduct,  also  the 
coxswain*  of  the  first  launch  for  perfect  attention  to  his  duty. 

I  recommend  to  you  the  captain  of  the  Sagamore,  s  launch’s  howit¬ 
zer.  Where  all  behaved  well,  these  men  were  remarkable. 

This  is  the  second  time  that  I  have  to  report  to  the  commander  of 
the  Sagamore  the  notice  I  have  taken  of  Mr.  Babson’s  conduct  under 
fire. 

I  find  I  have  a  valuable  officer  in  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Charles  Minnerly. 

I  enclose  you  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  Stevens’s  report  of  the 
wounded  man.  A  man  on  the  Fort  Henry’s  launch  was  also  struck  by 
a  spent  ball;  the  injury  was  very  slight. 

Mr.  Ashley,  the  pilot,  was  infallible  in  his  knowledge  of  the  shoals 
and  bars.  Out  of  sight  of  all  landmarks,  he  found  his  wav  through 
shoals  where  the  best  water  was  but  4  feet  with  a  confidence  and  skill 
which  enabled  him  to  perform  every  promise  he  made  me. 

When  the  news  of  our  attack  reached  Crystal  River,  7  contrabands 
took  advantage  of  the  excitement  to  escape  and  arrived  safely  on  board 
the  Fort  Henry.  Will  you  please  take  them  to  Key  West,  as  also  two 
prisoners  captured  in  the  prize  Annie ,  and  two  others  captured  in  the 
prize  Ranger. 

You  have  furnished  this  vessel  with  provisions  for  twenty -five  days. 

Allow  me  also  to  thank  you  for  the  valuable  advice  you  gave  me  on 
starting. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Fort  LLenry. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English, 

Co7nmandingU.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 


*  The  coxswain  of  the  first  launch.  Robert  McPherson.— J.  F.  Schenck,  Commander. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  Under  date  of  March  24,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Commander 
English  to  proceed  in  the  gunboat  Sagamore ,  accompanied  by  the  two 
armed  launches  of  this  vessel,  to  Cedar  Keys,  there  to  arrange  the 
details  of  a  boat  expedition,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  McCauley,  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  the  coast 
between  the  Suwanee  River  and  the  Anclote  Keys,  where  it  was 
believed  many  small  craft  were  engaged  in  evading  and  violating  the 
blockade. 

A  launch  and  cutter  from  the  Sagamore  and  others  from  the  Fort 
Henry ,  together  with  an  ambulance  boat,  were  added  to  the  force,  and 
the  whole  proceeded  direct  to  Bayport,  while  the  Sagamore  remained 
in  the  offing,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  rebel  vessels.  The  weather 
throughout  was  most  unfavorable,  and  many  unforeseen  obstacles 
presented  themselves  at  every  step;  but  yet  the  main  object  of  the 
expedition  was  handsomely  accomplished.  The  sloop  Helen ,  of  Crystal 
River,  loaded  with  corn,  was  burned,  and  then  the  boats  made  a  move¬ 
ment  toward  a  large  schooner  at  anchor  inside,  loaded  with  cotton 
(said  to  contain  300  bales),  but  were  arrested  by  the  tire  of  a  2-gun 
battery  on  shore  and  of  a  goodly  number  of  riflemen  concealed  in  the 
woods.  A  brisk  engagement  of  half  an  hour  ensued,  and  the  rebels 
were  driven  from  their  guns  and  rifle  pits,  wrth  some  loss — certainly 
1  killed  and  3  wounded,  and  probably  more — although  our  launches 
and  their  guns  were  partially  disabled  by  their  own  rapid  firing  and 
consequent  violence  of  the  recoil;  fortunately  the  enemy’s  aim  was  so 
wild  that  their  shot  went  mostly  over  the  heads  of  our  party,  and  but 
one  man  was  hurt  on  our  side,  and  he  not  seriously.  This  little  action 
.  seems  to  have  been  conducted  with  coolness  and  judgment  and  to  have 
been  fought  with  spirit  and  bravery. 

Meantime  the  rebels  had  set  fire  to  the  schooner,  and  the.  engage¬ 
ment  was  continued  on  our  side  by  shelling  the  woods,  until  all  possi¬ 
bility  of  their  extinguishing  the  flames  had  disappeared,  when,  as  our 
object  had  been  accomplished,  as  several  of  our  guns  had  been  dis¬ 
abled,  and  as  the  pilot  gave  warning  that  the  tide  would  soon  leave 
the  boats  high  and  dry,  they  retired  beyond  the  range  of  the  battery 
and  waited  there  until  the  masts  of  the  schooner  fell  and  until  the  ves¬ 
sel  herself  had  entirely  disappeared. 

The  expedition  then  proceeded  to  the  Chassahowitzka  River,  thence 
to  Crystal  River,  the  Homosassa,  the  Withlacoochee,  and  the  Wakassa 
[WaccasassaJ;  but  they  were  so  much  delayed  by  head  winds  and  cur¬ 
rents,  and  by  the  sluggishness  of  one  of  the  launches  that  they  neces¬ 
sarily  made  but  slow  progress,  only  75  miles  in  five  days,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  news  of  their  coming  preceded  them,  and  of  course  noth¬ 
ing  was  found  within  their  reach  along  the  coast.  The  same  causes 
prevented  their  effecting  a  surprise  on  extending  their  operations  to 
the  Suwanee  River. 

Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  conduct  of  his  men,  their  alacrity,  spirit,  and  coolness,  both  while 
under  fire  from  the  enemy  and  while  laboring  along  the  coast,  day 
and  uight,  under  every  disadvantage  of  wind,  tide,  and  weather. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  expedition,  and 
also  a  sketch  of  the  affair  at  Bayport.  It  should  have  been  mentioned 


410 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


that,  on  the  appearance  of  our  force  at  Bayport,  several  launches 
were  moved  inside  the  bayou,  where  they  could  not  be  reached  with¬ 
out  undue  exposure  of  the  men,  and  where  no. adequate  results  could 
be  obtained. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  BZkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 


Report  of  casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  April  7,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  our  late  engagement  at  Bayport, 
but  one  man  injured,  viz: 

John  Baptiste,  (seaman,  belonging  to  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore),  wounded 
by  an  Enfield  rifle  ball  in  the  back,  over  the  scapula,  and  passing  out 
some  3  or  4  inches  from  its  point  of  entrance,  inflicting  only  a  slight 
flesh  wound. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  J.  Stevens, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  Fort  Henry. 
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Report  of  Commander  Schenck ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  id.  ship 
St.  Lawrence,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Agnes. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  April  3,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Agnes 
l>3r  the  Two  Sisters,  tender  to  this  ship.  The  capture  was  made  on  the 
31st  ultimo,  Tortugas  bearing  N.  W.  distant  22  miles.  The  Agnes 
claims  to  be  English,  from  JVlatamoras  bound  to  Havana  with  a  cargo 
of  about  95  bales  of  cotton.  Herewith  I  transmit  a  list  of  officers  and 
men  entitled  to  prize  money. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Schenck, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  JJ.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  regarding  the  capture  Inj  that  vessel  of  the 
Cojfederate  sloop  Minnie. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Lat.  36°  If  N.,  Long.  83°  16'  IE,  April  6 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  sloop  Minnie ,  Captain  Cavas,  with  13  bales  of  cotton,  from  the 
Aucilla  Fiver,  Fla.,  bound  to  Matanzas. 

She  was  taken  off  Charlotte  Harbor  this  morning. 

I  send  vessel  and  cargo  in  charge  of  a  prize  officer  and  crew  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication. 

Enclosed  please  find  muster  roll  of  crew  and  officers  and  list  of  per¬ 
sons  on  board  at  date  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Fogers, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Reports  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  JJ.  S.  hark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British 
schooner  Maggie  Fulton. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

At  Anchor  off  Indian  River  Inlet,  Fla.,  April  8,  1863. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order,  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the 
capture  made  this  day  by  the  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea  of  the  English 
schooner  Maggie  Fulton,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from  Green 
Turtle  Cay,  Abaco,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  Indian  Fiver 
Inlet,  East  Fla.,  loaded  with  a  general  cargo  and  manned  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  persons:  John  T.  Foberts,  captain;  John  F.  Prinder, 
mate;  William  Harvey,  seaman;  and  Christopher  Fisher,  cook.  I  have 
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sent  the  above  schooner  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Henry  B.  Carter, 
and  a  prize  crew  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  with  the  whole  of  her 
former  crew  as  witnesses. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  account  of  her  capture: 

This  morning  we  were  lying  at  anchor  2  miles  off  from  Indian  River 
Inlet,  with  the  wind  light  from  S.  E.  and  weather  foggy.  At  9  a.  m. 
the  fog  lifted  and  we  discovered  a  schooner  about  4  miles  to  the  N.  E. 
from  us  standing  to  the  southward;  we  fired  a  gun  to  bring  her  to,  to 
which  she  paid  no  attention,  but  kept  on  her  course.  I  immediately 
got  underway  and  went  in  chase  of  her,  but  shortly  after  we  lost  sight 
of  her,  as  the  fog  thickened  and  did  not  see  her  again  until  3  p.  m., 
when  we  made  her  close  inshore  about  3  miles  distant  from  us,  stand¬ 
ing  to  the  northward  for  the  inlet.  The  water  being  too  shoal  for 
us  to  approach  much  nearer  with  the  vessel,  we  lowered  our  boats 
and  captured  her.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
invoice  of  cargo  on  board  the  above  schooner,  and  also  a  list  of  officers 
and  men  who  are  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize  money. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

At  Anchor  off  Indian  Liver  Inlet ,  East  Fla.,  April  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  last  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  under  date  of  March  25, 
per  U.  S.  gunboat  Huntsville ,  giving  you  a  detail  of  my  proceedings 
up  to  that  date,  ivhich  were  of  little  interest. 

I  now  have  the  gratification  to  report  the  capture  made  by  this  vessel 
on  the  8th  instant  of  the  English  schooner  Maggie  Fulton,  26  tons,  of 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  from  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Abaco,  loaded  with 
salt  and  a  general  assortment  of  merchandise,  while  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade  at  this  inlet.  I  have  placed  Acting-  Volunteer  Master 
Henry  B.  Carter  on  board  of  her  as  prize  master,  with  a  prize  crew, 
and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication  with  all  of  her  former  crew 
as  witnesses. 

I  am  confident  that  no  vessels  have  run  in  or  out  of  either  Jupiter 
or  Indian  River  inlets  since  the  6th  of  March,  1863,  as  our  boats  are 
in  the  river  whenever  the  bar  will  permit  them  to  cross.  They  were 
up  the  river  a  few  days  past  as  far  as  St.  Sebastian  River  and  down  to 
Jupiter  Inlet.  The.  bar  at  Jupiter  Inlet  is  nearly  dry  at  low  water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  the  capture  of 
schooner  Maggie  Fulton  for  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  also  a  dupli¬ 
cate;  also  receipt  of  small  arms. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer'  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  "Williams,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  If.  S. 
schooner  Annie ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 
Mattie,  from  Havana. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Annie, 

At  Sea ,  Lat.  23°  27'  N.,  Long.  83°  08'  W.,  April  13,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Mattie 
by  this  vessel  at  6:30  o’clock  on  the  present  date,  she  being  from 
Havana,  via  Mariel,  Cuba,  standing  to  the  northward  and  having  no 
papers  on  board.  According  to  the  statement  of  the  captain,  A.  N. 
Bradford,  he  had  destroyed  the  papers  and  a  Confederate  flag  just 
before  being  taken,  and  should  probably  have  run  into  Crystal  River, 
Florida,  had  he  not  been  taken.  The  cargo,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer¬ 
tained,  consists  of  5  sacks  coffee,  10  bags  salt,  2  cases  dry  goods,  1 
box  cotton  cards,  1  case  drillings,  several  barrels  aguardiente,  2 
barrels  flour,  hats,  shoes,  etc.  In  consideration  of  the  above  circum¬ 
stances  I  have  seen  fit  to  send  said  schooner  to  the  port  of  Key  West 
in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Marcellus  Jackson. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Williams, 

Actg.  Ensign ,  Comdg.  Schooner  Annie,  Tender  to  U.  S.  S.  Dale. 

J.  O.  Barclay,  Esq., 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dale. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer- Lieutenant  Rogers,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  regarding  the  capture  of  British  scliooiier 
Ascension. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Huntsville, 

Lat.  2 8 °  35'  N. ,  Long.  83°  00’  W. ,  April  1.J  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  British 
schooner  Ascension  (formerly  the  Annie  Clapp ,  of  Key  West),  of  and 
from  Havana,  for  the  Suwanee  River,  with  an  assorted  cargo. 

She  was  taken  this  evening  in  the  above  position,  after  being  fired 
upon  several  times  in  a  chase  of  two  hours.  She  goes  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication,  with  a  prize  officer  and  crew  on  board,  in  tow  of  this 
ship. 

Please  find  enclosed  muster  roll  of  officers  and  crew-,  with  list  of 
supernumerary  officers  and  men  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Grosman ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
V.  S.  8.  Somerset ,  suggesting  the  feasibility  of  an  expedition  in  St. 
Marks  River. 


Sir: 


U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

St.  George’s  Sound ,  April  If  1863. 


I  have  just  learned  by  the  testimony  of  an  intelligent  refugee  on 
board  the  Hudson  that  the  fort  at  St.  Marks  mounts  but  8  guns,  the 
largest  caliber  being  a  12-pounder. 

He  also  tells  me  that  a  cotton  schooner  is  loading  at  that  place  with 
a  crew  composed  of  those  who  left  the  prize  captured  by  the  boats  of 
the  bark  Amanda ,  and  not  burned,  through  bad  management. 

As  I  can  light  3  guns,  one  IX-inch  and  two  32-pounders,  right 
ahead,  and  can  protect  my  steam  drum  and  boiler  with  barrels  of  sand 
or  bags  of  coal,  as  the  reach  during  my  position  in  which  I  shall  be 
exposed  to  the  enemy’s  lire  will  be  only  2£  miles  (the  extreme  range 
of  their  guns),  and  consequently  with  the  flood  tide  I  will  be  under 
such  a  fire  but  twenty  minutes  at  the  utmost,  I  think  there  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  my  ability  to  ascend  the  river,  capture  the  Spray  and  cotton 
schooner,  besides  any  other  small  vessels  lying  there,  driving  the 
enemy  out  of  a  fort  only  fortified  with  dismounted  guns  (after  I  leave 
them),  and  treating  with  the  people  of  Newport,  but  a  short  distance 
above.  There  may  be  a  bank  in  this  place  with  gold  or  silver  stored 
in  its  vaults,  and  that  will- add  to  the  success  of  an  expedition  promis¬ 
ing  in  every  way  to  be  glorious. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailet, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Squadron. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

April  15,  1863. 


Name. 

Commander. 

Amanda . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch . 

Beauregard . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  C.  Hamlin . 

Dale . 

Actg.  Master  J.  0.  Barclay . 

De  Soto . . 

Capt.  W.  M.  Walker 

Ethan  Allen . 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell _ 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . 

Actg.  Lt.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . 

Huntsville . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

J.  S.  Chambers . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Magnolia . 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Newcomb . 

Penguin . 

Comdr.J.C.  Williamson . 

Port  Royal . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  TJ.  Morris . 

Pursuit . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Class  and  station. 


Bark.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East  Pass. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  Cape 
Sable  and  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Ordnance  ship.  Iiev  West. 

Steamer.  Cruising  between  the  Tor- 
tugas  and  Cape  Catoche. 

Bark.  Key  West. 

Guard  schooner.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East 
Pass. 

Steamer.  Flagship,  on  tour  of  inspec¬ 
tion. 

Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Key  West;  just  returned 
from  cruise. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East 
Pass. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 
Pass. 

Bark.  Key  West;  hove  down  for 
repairs. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  April  15,  1868— 

Continued. 


Name. 

Commander. 

Class  and  station. 

Roebuck . 

Sagamore . 

St.  Lawrence . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 

TENDERS. 

Ariel . 

Ac.tg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Comdr.  J.  Colhoun . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Actg.  Master  E.  S.  Turner . 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Key  West;  returned  on  14th 
from  expedition. 

Frigate.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  St.  George's  Sound,  New 
Inlet. 

Steamer.  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  St.  Marks 
and  Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner.  St.  Lawrence,  Indian  Key. 
Sloop.  Port  Royal  and  Somerset,  St. 
George’s  Sound. 

Schooner.  Fort  Henry,  Cedar  Keys. 
Schooner.  St.  Lawrence,  Tortugas. 
Sloop.  Pursuit,  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tahoma,  Tampa  Bay. 
Schooner  Dale,  Boca  Grande. 

Brockenborough . 

Ezilda . 

Two  Sisters . 

Julia . 

Stonewall . 

Annie . 

Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blookdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cate ,  U  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Teresa. 


U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Off  Egmont  Key ,  Fla.,  April  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Teresa 
about  11  a.  m.  to-day,  sailing  under  British  colors  and  apparently  try¬ 
ing  to  run  the  blockade.  She  was  captured  in  latitude  27°  30',  longi¬ 
tude  83°  02',  Egmont  Key  light-house  just  in  sight. 

No  vessels  were  in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  Cate, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  trans¬ 
mitting  letters  from  Acting  Rear-Ad/miral  Bailey,  regarding  affairs 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Navy  Department,  April  16,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  perusal  three 
dispatches,*  Nos.  99, 106,  and  120,  received  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Bailey,  containing  certain  suggestions,  to  which  the  Department  would 
invite  your  attention,  with  reference  to-  cutting  off  the  large  trade 


*See  pp.  401,  402,  403. 
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that  is  carried  on  with  the  insurgents  through  the  port  of  Matamoras 
and  other  places  on  the  Rio  Grande  River. 

The  return  of  the  dispatches  is  requested. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Jit-port  of  Acting  Master  Turner,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  Wanderer ,  regarding  the  captureby  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 

Annie  B. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Wanderer, 

At  Sea ,  off  Egmont  Key ,  Fla.,  Lat.  37°  15' ,  Long.  83°  15' , 

April  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  made  a  seizure  of  the  schooner  Annie  B  at  the 
above-mentioned  latitude  and  longitude,  the  nearest  land  being  Egmont 
Key,  bearing  N.  E.,  distant  35  miles.  Her  cargo  consists  of  17  bales 
of  cotton,  is  from  Anclote  River,  bound  to  Havana.  Having  no  papers 
nor  flags  on  board,  I  consider  her  a  lawful  prize. 

There  were  no  public  ships  nor  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  cap¬ 
ture. 

'  Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  Turner, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  B.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  baric  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British 
schooner  Lnez. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

At  Anchor,  off  Lndian  River  Lnlet ,  F.  Fla.,  April  19,  1863. 
Sir:  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  under  date  of  April  8, 
per  prize  schooner  Maggie  Fulton,  giving  you  a  detail  of  her  capture. 
I  now  have  the  honor  ito  report  to  you  that  on  the  18th  day  of  April, 
1863,  we  captured  the  British  schooner  Lnez,  4  tons,  of  and  from 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at 
Indian  River  Inlet.  She  was  manned  with  the  following-named  per¬ 
sons:  George  R.  Edgett,  captain;  George  Holdham,  mate;  and  William 
Jones,  cook.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  15  sacks  salt  and  14  pounds 
shoe  thread,  and  the  only  paper  found  on  board  of  her  is  her  register, 
which  1  will  forward  with  her  crew  to  the  senior  officer  commanding 
Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  the  first  opportunity,  for  his 
disposal. 

The  schooner  being  old  and  leaky,  I  do  not  deem  her  and  her  cargo 
of  sufficient  value  to  justify- me  in  sending  her  into  port  for  adjudica¬ 
tion.  I  therefore  will  destroy  her  and  her  cargo,  with  the  exception 
of  the  shoe  thread,  which  I  will  save  for  the  bark’s  use. 
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The  following  is  a  detailed  account  of  the  capture  of  the  above- 
mentioned  schooner: 

On  the  18th  day  of  April,  1863,  at  5:20  p.  m.,  while  we  were  lying 
at  anchor  1^  miles  off  from  Indian  River  Inlet,  with  the  wind  light 
from  the  east,  we  discovered  her  10  miles  south  from  us,  close  in  to  the 
land,  steering  to  the  northward,  but  shortly  after  discovering  her  she 
tacked  to  the  south.  Judging  it  was  her  intention  to  run  the  blockade 
at  Indian  River  Inlet,  and  was  trying  to  dodge  us  until  dark,  when 
she  would  attempt  to  run  in,  I  therefore  lowered  two  boats  and  sent 
them  in  chase  of  her.  At  9:30  p.  m.  the  boats  returned  to  the  bark 
with  the  schooner,  having  captured  her  6  miles  south  of  the  inlet. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant,  U.  iS.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

regarding  measures  for  trie  restriction  of  trade  in  the  Rio  Grande. 

Navy  Department,  April  1863. 

Sir:  Circumstances  indicate  that  there  is  an  active  trade  carried  on 
with  the  rebels  by  way  of  Matamoras,  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Since  the 
opening  of  the  rebellion  the  trade  with  that  port  has  increased  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  a  constant  commercial 
intercourse  is  carried  on  between  it  and  our  frontier. 

In  a  recent  dispatch  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodoras  Bailey, 
he  states  that  he  learns  from  passengers  in  the  prize  schooner  Agnes , 
from  Matamoras,  that  there  are  at  present  from  180  to  200  vessels  of 
all  nations,  many  of  them  Americans,  and  having  regular  clearances 
from  the  Northern  ports,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  waiting  to 
discharge  and  receive  their  cargoes  and  receive  cotton  instead,  and 
that,  previous  to  this  rebellion,  there  were  at  most  but  half  a  dozen 
vessels  trading  with  that  port  during  the  whole  year. 

There  appears  to  be  no  means  at  present  of  checking  the  abuse  in 
question,  except  by  occupying  and  holding  the  frontier;  but  our  own 
vessels  and  our  own  citizens  should  not  take  advantage  of  this  condi¬ 
tion  of  affairs,  and  indirectly  aid  the  insurgents,  by  shipping  merchan¬ 
dise  to  Matamoras  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  Southern  market,  and 
which  is  transshipped  or  resold  to  the  insurgents,  and  receive  in  return 
the  products  of  the  South. 

I  have  made  this  communication  to  you  so  that  any  measure  which 
may  suggest  itself  to  you  to  restrict  the  trade  between  Northern  ports 
and  Matamoras,  and  check  the  growing  and  injurious  illicit  intercourse 
with  the  insurgents,  may  be  adopted,  if  you  think  proper. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S .  Navy ,  transmitting 
reports  regarding  an  attempt  to  determine  the  character  of  a  foreign 
vessel  of  war  on  the  high  seas. 


No.  130.1  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  April  1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  reports  from  Captain  William  M. 
Walker,  commanding1  steamer  De  Soto ,  and  from  two  of  his  officers, 
relative  to  a  very  remarkable  occurrence  between  that  vessel  and  some 
other  one,  calling  herself  the  French  corvette  Suffren ,  and  I  would 
urge  the  speedy  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  lest  serious  results  should  grow  out  of  its  repetition. 

In  view  of  the  incidents  attending  the  destruction  of  the  steamer 
Hatteras — if  not  upon  general  principles  alone — it  can  not  be  expected 
that  the  commanding  officer  of  a  United  States  cruiser  will  be  content 
with  a  mere  assurance  (in  answer  to  a  hah)  of  the  friendly  or  neutral 
character  of  an  armed  vessel,  particularly  in  the  dark;  and  if,  in  addi¬ 
tion,  the  strange  vessel  should  permit  himself  to  indulge  in  an  arrogant 
or  insolent  tone,  approaching  in  appearance  to  the  audacity  often  dis¬ 
played  by  the  rebels,  it  can  not  be  wondered  at  if  mistakes  should  arise, 
and  if  a  damaging  broadside  should  be  the  next  feature  of  the  case.  I 
imagine  there  are  many  impulsive  officers  who  would  fail  to  show  the 
forbearance  exercised  by  Captain  Walker  in  this  instance,  and  who 
would  have  resorted  to  more  emphatic  means  of  enforcing  his  rights 
than  by  the  discharge  of  a  musket  across  the  stranger’s  bow. 

If  the  rule  of  action  in  similar  cases  is  to  conform  to  this,  the  object 
for  which  our  cruisers  are  sent  out  will  scarcely  be  accomplished;  but  I 
trust  the  French  admiral,  when  the  matter  shall  be  brought  to  his 
notice,  will  be  as  mindful  of  our  belligerent  rights  as  was  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  Alexander  Milne  in  his  circular  of  February  16,  and  also  that  our 
own  officers  may  exercise  due  firmness  in  ascertaining  the  character  of 
all  vessels  found  near  our  coast. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdcj.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Key  West,  April  f  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  between  11  and  12  p.  m.,  when 
in  latitude  23°  56'  N.,  and  longitude  83°  55'  W.,  and  steering  to  the 
northward  and  eastward,  a  steamer  was  reported  crossing  our  wake; 
we  immediately  stood  to  the  southward  to  intercept  her. 

As  we  ran  toward  her  it  was  discovered  that  she  was  burning  bitu¬ 
minous  coal,  and  soon  she  seemed  to  be  increasing  her  speed.  Our 
intention  of  communicating  with  her  must  have  been  apparent,  but  as 
she . did  not  regard  it,  we  fired  a  musket  to  indicate  our  purpose  more 
decidedly;  to  this  she  paid  no  attention  whatever,  neither  stopping  nor 
slowing  her  engine.  We  then  hailed  her  and  directed  her  to  heave  to, 
but  no  intelligible  reply  reached  us,  nor  was  there  any  indication  on 
her  part  of  an  intention  to  stop;  we  then  fired  another  musket,  hailed 
her  repeatedly,  directing  her  to  stop,  and  declared  our  desire  to  com- 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  419 

municate  by  boat,  which  the  stranger  in  reply  said  he  would  not 
receive. 

We  continued  to  maintain  our  position  on  the  port  beam  of  the 
stranger,  and  again  informed  him  that  we  wished  to  send  a  boat 
aboard  of  him.  Finally  he  replied  in  French,  “Very  well,  bear  a 
hand,”  and  stopped.  We  then  lowered  a  boat,  and  I  directed  Acting 
Master  Martine  to  go  and  ascertain  what  vessel  it  was.  It  proved  to 
be  a  French  corvette,  the  Suffren ,  we  believe. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  I  could  form  no  judgment  respecting  the 
true  character  of  this  vessel  without  nearing  her;  that  she  did  not 
choose  at  first  to  stop,  nor  could  I  for  a  long  time  comprehend  any 
reply  she  made  to  our  hail.  I  am  well  aware  that  we  can  exercise  no 
authority  over  a  ship  of  war  on  the  high  seas,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  was  due  to  the  relations  subsisting  between  France  and  the  United 
States  that  the  commander  of  the  corvette  should  have  immediately 
stopped  and  satisfied  me  of  the  character  of  his  ship,  knowing  well  that 
it  was  my  duty  to  enquire  into  it.  I  regret  to  believe  that  the  spirit 
displayed  by  him  on  this  occasion,  if  not  disapproved  by  the  French 
admiral  commanding  in  these  seas,  may  lead  to  painful  collisions. 

The  case  here  recited  belongs  to  a  class  of  extreme  delicacy,  calling 
for  the  exercise  of  much  forbearance,  and  with  which  we  are  liable  to 
have  to  deal  at  any  moment,  with  nothing  better  than  our  fallible 
judgment  to  guide  us;  for  notwithstanding  that  during  two  }mars  past 
we  have  been  in  the  exercise  of  belligerent  rights,  it  is  yet  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  with  respect  to  the  forms  and  ceremonies  to  be  observed 
in  arresting  and  boarding  vessels  on  the  high  seas  such  various  and 
imperfect  notions  should  prevail  and  that  the  rights  we  may  or  may  not 
exercise  in  regard  to  them  should  still  be  so  vague  and  undetermined, 
for  we  have  no  convention  with  maritime  powers  on  the  subject  to 
which  we  might  refer,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  general  order  or  regulation 
of  the  Navy  Department  to  direct -us.  Although  your  own  order  No. 
2  is  more  explicit  on  the  subject  than  any  other  of  which  I  am  cogni¬ 
zant,  it  does  not  contemplate  in  its  provisions  such  a  case  as  1  now 
present  you.  All  that  I  know  bearing  on  such  a  case  is  that  writers 
have  defined  to  some  extent  the  ceremony  with  which  national  ships 
are  to  enquire  of  and  declare  to  each  other  their  character,  and  that 
all  publicists  concede  that  the  right  of  visit  does  not  apply  to  national 
ships,  which  are  clothed  with  immunity  from  the  exercise  of  any 
jurisdiction  other  than  that  of  the  sovereign  power  to  which  they  owe 
allegiance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Herewith  I  enclose  the  statements  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Brad¬ 
ford  and  Acting  Master  Martine. 


U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

At  Sea ,  April  3,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statement: 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  of  April,  at  about  11:20,  were  in  chase  of 
a  steamer  burning  bituminous  coal.  Went  to  quarters,  and  when 
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about  900  yards  from  the  stranger  fired  a  musket  to  attract  his  atten¬ 
tion,  but  as  no  notice  was  taken  of  it,  steamed  up  to  within  hailing 
distance  and  directed  him  to  heave  to,  as  we  wished  to  send  a  boat 
alongside;  but  receiving  no  intelligible  reply,  and  finding  he  did  not 
slack  his  speed,  fired  a  second  musket,  repeating  our  wish  to  communi¬ 
cate.  The  reply  which  was  made  on  this  and  a  subsequent  occasion 
was  in  French,  and  not  distinct  enough  to  be  understood. 

Thinking  he  did  not  understand  English,  I  hailed  him  in  French, 
when  he  answered  that  he  could  not  receive  a  boat  alongside,  and  still 
continued  at  full  speed.  We  maintained  our  position  abeam  of  him, 
and  at  length  he  stopped,  when  we  hailed  him  again  to  the  effect  that 
we  wished  to  communicate.  His  reply  was,  ‘  ‘  Y ery  well,  bear  a  hand.  ” 
A  boat  was  immediately  lowered,  and  Acting  Master  William  L.  Mar- 
tine  sent  in  charge  of  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  F.  Bradford, 
Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Executive  Officer. 

Captain  Wm.  M.  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 


U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

A  t  Sea ,  Apr  il  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  conversation  which 
occurred  alongside  of  the  French  corvette  Suffren.  In  obedience 
to  your  orders,  I  took  charge  of  the  first  cutter  to  board  the  strange 
steamer  off  our  beam  and  ascertain  her  character  and  flag,  and,  if  a 
friend,  to  say  that  we  regrettedmuch  to  detain  him,  but  the  exigencies  of 
war  made  it  unavoidable.  Arrived  alongside,  asked  for  a  line,  which  was 
given  us.  Her  commander  then  asked,  ‘ 11  What  ship  is  that?”  1  replied, 
“  The  De  SotoJ  He  asked,  “  What  is  the  De  Soto?  ”  I  said,  “The 
U.  S.  S.  De  SotoJ  He  then  said,  “Have  you  any  dispatches  for 
me?”  I  answered,  “No.”  He  then  said,  “I  understood  you  to  say 
that  you  had  dispatches  for  me.”  I  next  asked  what  steamer  it  was. 
He  answered,  “The  French  corvette  Suffren .”  I  then  said  that  I 
wished  to  come  aboard.  He  said,  ‘  ‘  I  told  you  I  did  not  wish  to  com¬ 
municate  with  you,  but  if  you  wish  any  assistance  I  would  give  it. 
You  came  too  near;  what  did  you  want?”  “We  wished  to  ascertain 
the  character  of  your  ship;  the  circumstances  of  war  make  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  know  what  she  is.”  “This  is  a  friend;  we  are  not  at  war,  and 
this  is  the  high  sea;  I  shall  report  your  captain  to  our  admiral,”  was 
his  reply.  I  told  him  that  we  could  not  understand  a  word  he  had  said. 
He  replied,  “I  did  not  wish  you  to  understand.”  I  asked  where  he 
was  from.  He  answered,  “1  have  no  questions  to  answer;  we  are 
friends;  I  think  that  is  enough,”  and  turned  and  left  the  side  and  gave 
orders  to  go  ahead.  This  communication  was  in  English. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Martine, 

Acting  Master,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  W.  M.  Walker, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 


United  States  Steamer  De  Soto. 
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of  Lieutenant- Commander  Morris ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  o.  o.  /  ort  Royal ,  regarding  cotton  captured  at  Apalachicola ,  Wz. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

G#'  Apalachicola ,  iVm ,  3Jh  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  having  received  information  that  a 
quantity  of  cotton  was  in  Apalachicola,  waiting  to  be  sent  into  the 
interior,  or,  if  possible,  to  pass  the  blockade.  I,  on  the  night  of  the  20th 
instant,  landed  at  that  place  with  an  armed  party  from  this  vessel  and 
found  12  bales,  1  large  crate,  and  2  bags  of  cotton;  alongside  of  them 
25  canister,  30  chain,  and  14  oblong  bar  iron  shot,  all  for  32-pounder 
guns.  1  also  succeeded  in  surprising  and  capturing  F.  Planguist, 
coxswain;  Joseph  Pagan,  captain  hold,  and  Antonio  Messina,  captain’s 
steward,  belonging  to  the  rebel  gunboat  Chattahoochee.  The  cotton  1 
send  you  by  the  coal  brig  Essex ,  in  charge  of  my  clerk,  Mr.  Ennis, 
who  was  present  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  The  canister  and  shot, 
fitting  our  guns  here,  I  have  retained.  I  deem  it  unwise  to  send  the 
prisoners  by  the  brig,  as  she  is  so  short  handed,  but  shall  forward  them 
by  the  first  steamer.  They  give  the  following  account  of  the  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  armament:  One  100-pounder  rille,  one  IX-inch  Dahlgren,  four 
32-pounders.  This  agrees  with  what  I  have  previously  learned  from 
other  sources.  Her  complement  is  120  men;  now  on  board,  110. 
Speed  on  recent  trial  trip,  12  knots;  draft  aft,  8  feet;  forward,  5  feet. 
Rig,  three-masted  schooner.  The  river  is  at  present  obstructed  with 
three  heavy  chains  across  the  narrow  part  of  the  channel;  two  shore 
batteries  of  six  guns  each,  commanding  obstructions.  Reports  an 
ironclad  steamer  being  built  at  Columbus,  diamond  shaped,  her  draft 
to  be  from  4  to  5  feet;  intended  only  for  use  in  the  bay.  The  captain 
of  the  Essex  carries  the  cotton  at  his  own  request  for  ballast,  without 
pay.  I  have  this  day  discharged  him,  having  landed  all  the  coal. 
Also  brought  off  a  fine  canal  boat  90  feet  long,  which  I  understood  was 
employed  to  carry  contraband  articles.  It  will  be  useful  to  me  for 
coaling  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  U.  Morris, 

Iieutena7it-  Commander,  TJ.  IS.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  /Squadron. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Secretary  of  Navy.] 


Report  of  Captain  Walker ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  IS.  8.  De  8oto, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  slooqos  Jane  Adelie  and  Bright. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico.  April  3J  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  seized  the 
sloop  Jane  Adelie  and  the  sloop  Bright ,  sixteen  hours  out  from  Mobile, 
laden  with  cotton,  and  believed  to  be  bound  to  Havana.  On  demand¬ 
ing  their  papers  they  had  none  to  present,  and  there  is  reason  to 
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believe  they  had  been  destroyed.  I  have  placed  a  prize  crew  on  board 
of  each,  and  ordered  them  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Re  Soto, 
regarding  the  seizure  of  the  schooners  General  Prim  and  Rapid. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  April  61J±,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  seized  the 
schooners  General  Prim  and  Rapid ,  laden  with  cotton  and  cleared 
from  Mobile  for  Havana.  I  have  placed  a  prize  crew  on  board  of 
each,  and  ordered  them  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 
Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 
regarding  convoy  duty  performed  for  Brigadier-  General  Ullman , 
TJ.  S.  Army,  in  the  steamer  Matanzas. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  April  26,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  to  you  of  the  16th  instant  I  informed  you 
of  my  having  acceded  to  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  Ullman  to 
convoy  him,  with  270  officers,  in  the  steamer  Matanzas  to  the  Missis¬ 
sippi. 

We  had  to  work  hard  all  night  to  be  ready,  having  been  compelled 
to  blow  out  our  boilers  and  patch  them  before  we  could  be  ready  to 
start. 

Having  convoyed  the  Matanzas  to  the  South  W est  Pass — a  service 
which  was  acknowledged  in  a  very  flattering  letter  from  the  general— 
and  finding  the  water  at  the  time  too  salt  to  permit  us  to  fill  our  tanks, 
which  were  nearly  empty,  we  ran  over  to  the  Bajmu  La  Fourche,  in 
the  expectation  of  perhaps  performing  some  good  service,  and  at  the 
same  time  have  the  advantage  of  smooth  water  to  make  some  further 
necessary  repairs.  These  completed,  we  returned  to  the  Mississippi, 
where  we  remained  for  a  few  hours  filling  water,  and  thence  we 
steered  out  to  intercept  the  cotton  which  I  had  reason  to  believe  was 
afloat.  W e  were  not  lucky  enough  to  pick  up  a  steamer  which  had 
run  out  with  800  bales,  but  we  made  prizes  of  the  schooner  General 
Prim,  schooner  Rapid,  sloop  Jane  Adelie,  and  sloop  Bright,  with  full 
cargoes;  all  of  which  I  have  ordered  to  Key  West  for  adjudication, 
and  shall  now,  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  proceed  toward  Cape 
Catoche. 
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After  giving-  time  enough  for  the  dispatch  of  business  by  the  court 
at  Ke}^  West,  I  will  return  to  that  port  for  the  officers  and  crew  sent 
in  the  prizes,  whose  loss  I  shall  feel  very  much  in  consequence  of  my 
having  but  a  very  short  complement,  and  I  trust  you  will  see  the 
importance  of  increasing  it  by  at  least  ten  prime  men  to  meet  the 
extraordinary  demands  which  may  at  any  moment  be  made  for  prize 
crews,  etc. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  English ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 

New  Year. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Tortugas ,  Fla. ,  April  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  this  morn¬ 
ing  I  captured  the  schooner  New  Year,  30  miles  S.  W.  from  Tortugas, 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  turpentine  from  Crystal  River  via  Bayport, 
Fla.  I  have  sent  her  in  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  enclose  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  belonging  to  this 
vessel. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Be  Soto , 
transmitting  copy  of  letter  to  the  district  judge  at  Key  West  regarding 
groxmds  of  capture  of  the  schooner  Clarita. 


U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  April  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  yesterday,  in  latitude  2W  21',  longi¬ 
tude  83°  49',  I  took  possession  of  the  British  schooner  Clarita,  with 
an  assorted  cargo,  cleared  from  Havana  for  Matamoras,  and  have 
ordered  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  .  ^ 

Herewith  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S. 
district  court  at  Key  West  setting  forth  the  grounds  for  this  pro¬ 
ceeding.  _ 

I  have  reason  to  suspect  that  the  Clarita  is  one  of  the  vessels  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States  seized  by  the  rebels  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war. 

*  I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  M.  Walker. 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  Lcit.  26°  21'  N.,  Lon.  83°  1+9'  W.,  April  26, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day,  in  the  latitude  and  longitude  above  specified, 
taken  possession  of  the  schooner  Clarita,  G.  It.  Gammon,  master, 
sailing  under  a  provisional  certificate  of  registry  dated  at  Havana  on 
the  30th  December,  1862,  and  signed  John  V.  Crawford,  acting  consul- 
general  in  Cuba,  represented  to  be  bound  from  Havana  to  Matamoras, 
and  for  the  following  reasons  I  have  ordered  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication: 

1st.  She  was  far  out  of  the  track  which  she  should  have  followed 
from  Havana  to  Matamoras;  that  being  in  the  vicinity  of  blockaded 
ports  gives  the  strong  presumption  de  jure  that  she  had  been  so  placed 
with  the  intention  to  violate  the  blockade;  that  the  real  but  concealed 
destination  of  the  Clarita  was  a  blockaded  port  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  Her  papers  are  very  incomplete.  On  demanding  of  her  master 
his  log  book,  the  mutilated  log  book  sealed  up  herewith  is  the  only  log 
book  that  was  produced.  This  mutilation  of  the  log  book  is  to  be 
considered  an  act  of  the  most  aggravated  nature  and  sufficient  of  itself 
to  establish  guilt. 

On  examination  of  the  chart  of  the  Clarita ,  which  appears  to  be  a 
new  one,  and  is  sent  herewith  under  seal,  the  position  of  the  vessel 
from  day  to  day  is  not  marked  upon  it  in  the  usual  manner;  but  it  will 
be  seen  that  her  position  on  the  24th  of  April  is  pricked  through  the 
chart  and  corresponds  with  the  reckoning  found  upon  the  slate  on 
board  of  the  Clarita ,  used  in  working  up,  and  which  her  master 
admitted  to  be  the  reckoning  of  the  vessel  for  the  24th  and  25th  of 
April. 

It  will  next  be  seen  that  tracing  backward  (in  point  of  time)  from  these 
admitted  positions,  there  is  pricked  on  the  chart  the  track  of  the  vessel 
around  the  Tortugas,  and  considering  the  well-established  direction  of 
the  currents  in  that  vicinity,  the  Clarita  could  not  have  been  carried 
to  the  northward  unless  intentionally.  At  the  time  that  we  descried 
her  she  was  on  the  starboard  tack,  apparently  standing  N.  N.  W.  The 
wind  was  light  and  from  N.  E.  The  slate  above  referred  to,  as  also  a 
certified  copy  of  it,  is  herewith  sealed  up. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain,  U  S.  Navy. 

The  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court, 

At  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  hark 
Roebuck,  regarding  desertions. 

U.  S.  Bark  Koebuck, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  April  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  morning  Mrs.  Parker  came 
over,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  ostensibly  to  give  information  as  to  ^he 
doings  and  whereabouts  of  Robinson’s  guerrilla  company,  and  that  on 
leaving  “desired  some  one  to  show  her  the  nearest  way  back  to  her 
boat,”  which  was  said  to  be  left  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay.  I 
landed  her  abreast  of  the  ship  and  ordered  Augustus  Y.  Stephens  and 
Charles  T.  Parker,  landsmen  (both  refugees  lately  shipped),  to  go  and 
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return  immediately.  The  distance  was  not  oyer  a  mile.  As  they  have 
not  yet  returned,  I  fear  have  deserted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck. 

Acting-  Rear-Admiral  Tiieodorus  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Captain  Walker , 
U.  S.  JVavy ,  commanding  E.  S.  S.  De  Soto ,  defining  the  cruising 

ground  of  that  vessel ,  and  urging  vigilance  against  the  C.  S.  steamers 

Florida  and  Alabama. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  April  38,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  several  letters  have  been  received,  and  I  have  to  con¬ 
gratulate  you  upon  your  success  in  intercepting  the  enemy’s  vessels. 

Since  writing  your  previous  orders  (of  April  3)  I  have  received 
information  which  is  corroborated  by  your  experience  and  which  had 
caused  me  to  regret  that  you  were  not  within  my  reach,  that  I  might 
give  you  different  instructions. 

You  will  therefore  consider  your  previous  orders  revoked,  and  will 
take  as  the  general  limits  of  your  cruising  ground  the  space  included 
between  the  parallels  of  25°  and  29°  north  latitude  and  the  meridians 
of  83°  and  87°  west  longitude,  within  which  it  is  believed  you  will  be 
most  likely  to  intercept  many  vessels  bound  to  and  from  the  various 
rebel  ports. 

It  is  also  my  present  intention  to  send  the  steamer  Huntsville  to  the 
same  cruising  ground  so  soon  as  she  is  ready,  and  the  gunboat  Sagamore 
is  now  on  the  same  line  of  travel  to  the  southward. 

It  seems  probable  from  your  letters  that  the  Clarita  will  prove  a 
good  prize,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  necessary  to  inform  you  that  the 
court  at  this  place  have  very  materially  modified  their  views  upon 
the  general  subject  of  vessels  bound  to  and  from  Matamoras,  since  my 
conversation  with  you. 

Of  course  the  limits  of  your  cruising  ground,  as  above  indicated, 
are  not  rigid,  in  case  of  chasing  anything,  for  example,  or  for  other 
good  cause. 

There  are  rumors  in  Havana,  communicated  to  me  by  the  acting 
consul-general,  that  the  rebel  cruiser  Florida,  or  Oreto,  is  hovering 
about  the  Bahama  Banks;  other  reports  represent  the  rebel  cruiser 
Alabama  as  being  somewhere  in  this  vicinity.  Although  there  seems 
but  little  to  confirm  these  rumors,  yet  I  would  caution  you  to  increased 
vigilance  and  circumspection  in  approaching  strange  vessels,  lest  the 
reports  should  prove  more  correct  than  seems  probable. 

I  enclose  a  memorandum  of  information  gleaned  from  the  corre¬ 
spondence  of  the  acting  consul-general  at  Havana  relative  to  vessels 
engaged  in  running  the  blockade. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  Wm.  M.  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  JDe  Soto . 
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Correspondence  regarding  the  firing  upon  British  schooner  Dream ,  off 
the  coast  of  Cuba,  April  °38,  1863. 

Letter  of  enquiry  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  II.  S. 

Navy. 

Navy  Department,  May  1%,  1863. 

Sir:  Lord  Lyons  lias  invited  the  attention  of  the  Department  of 
State  to  the  representations  of  the  master  of  the  British  schooner 
Dr  ’■ earn  that  his  vessel  was  repeatedly  fired  into  by  a  gunboat  supposed 
to  belong  to  the  United  States.  The  circumstances  are  narrated  as 
follows: 

To-day  (April  28,  Caracoa,  Cuba),  we  were  fired  at  five  times  by  a  Northern  gun¬ 
boat,  in  addition  to  two  shots  across  our  bow;  one  of  the  shots  was  of  grape  and 
canister  and  penetrated  our  rigging.  It  occurred  about  1  to  1:30  o’clock  and  we 
were  compelled  to  put  in  here  for  safety.  The  gunboat  is  now  about  1  mile  off  and 
watching  our  movements.  The  firing  at  us  was  done  within  2  miles  from  the  shore. 
*  *  *  The  gunboat  is  a  small  sailing  pilot  boat  with  one  gun  amidships,  apparently 
an  18  or  24  pounder — more  probably  the  latter.  She  is  now  lying  off  and  on,  within 
about  a  mile  of  this  port. 

Please  enquire  if  the  act  complained  of  was  committed  by  one  of 
the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  and  if  so,  furnish  the  Department  with 
a  report  of  the  circumstances.  The  Dream  had  left  Havana  that 
morning. 

You  will  be  careful  to  enjoin  upon  those  to  whom  you  entrust  com¬ 
missions,  and  especially  to  those  in  charge  of  tenders,  a  strict  observ¬ 
ance  of  the  rights  of  neutrals.  Inexperienced  and  often  uninformed 
as  these  officers  are  of  the  important  trusts  committed  to  them,  they 
must  carefully  abstain  from  trespassing  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  other 
powers  or  infringing  on  those  principles  which  the  laws  of  nations  have 
well  established  and  defined.  No  one  should  be  permitted  to  have  a 
distinct  command  without  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  the  18th  of 
August,  1862,  and  he  must  also  understand  that  it  is  not  allowable  to 
blockade  a  neutral  port. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theod.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  regarding  enquiries 

relative  to  the  case. 

Navy  Department,  May  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  8th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Lord  Lyons, 
and  of  its  accompaniment,  in  reference  to  the  firing  into  the  British 
schooner  Dream,  within  2  miles  of  the  coast  of  Cuba,  by  a  vessel 
supposed  to  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

No  report  of  an  occurrence  of  the  character  detailed  has  reached 
the  Department,  and,  from  the  description  given,  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  vessel  which  committed  the  act  was  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  but  rather  a  craft  in  the  rebel  service.  I  have, 
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however,  directed  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  to  enquire  into  the 
affairs  and  report  thereon. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Ensign 
Williams,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Annie. 

Nos.  178.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West ,  May  36,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  relative  to  a  complaint  made 
by  the  master  of  the  British  schooner  Dream ,  has  been  received. 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  all  the  papers  in  my  possession  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  transaction.  The  accounts  in  the  Diario  de  la  Marina  are 
characterized  by  the  exaggeration  natural  to  those  who  sympathize 
with  our  enemies;  and  that  of  Captain  Simpkins  is  probably  still 
further  colored  by  the  consciousness  of  an  intention  (temporarily  frus¬ 
trated  by  the  Annie)  of  materially  assisting  those  enemies.  The  report 
of  Acting  Ensign  Williams  is  clear  and  conclusive,  and  seems  to  have 
been  satisfactory  to  the  Spanish  officers. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  zealous  and  capable  officer,  but  seems,  in  the 
ardor  of  the  chase,  to  have  pushed  his  belligerent  rights  to  the  extreme 
limit;  and  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any  future  complications  I  have 
directed  him  not  to  extend  his  cruising  beyond  the  southern  edge  of 
the  Florida  Reefs. 

The  Annie  is  armed  with  a  light  12-pounder  howitzer,  which  has 
been  magnified  by  the  emotions  of  Captain  Simpkins  in  the  exact  pro¬ 
portion  that  he  has  diminished  the  distance  from  land  at  the  time. 

I  enclose  a  pamphlet  of  squadron  instructions  (as  furnished  to  every 
vessel  under  my  command),  with  two  of  the  articles  marked. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg .  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Williams,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Annie. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Annie, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  May  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement  in 
regard  to  firing  on  an  English  schooner  while  cruising  on  the  coast  of 
Cuba: 

On  the  28th  April,  at  11:30  a.  m.,  made  a  schooner  standing  to  the 
W.  N.  W.;  stood  for  her  to  the  westward  until  1  p.  m.,  when  she 
showed  British  colors,  upon  which  we  set  our  ensign  and  fired  a  shot 
across  her  bow.  The  schooner  simply  dipped  her  colors  and  kept  on, 
when  I  fired  another  shot,  upon  which  she  kept  off  dead  before  the 
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wind  and  took  no  notice  of  us,  after  which  fired  five  shot  at  her,  all 
striking  close  by;  and  one,  exploding-  close  to  her,  parted  his  main  sheet. 
When  judging  him  to  be  about  miles  from  the  land  and  being  very 
cautious  not  to  exceed  my  limit,  I  hauled  off  and  the  schooner  con¬ 
tinued  in  and  anchored. 

At  the  time  of  hauling  off,  the  Morro  Castle  bore  E.  i  N.  true  and 
table-land  of  Mariel  S.  by  W.  J  W.,  making  my  position,  at  the  least, 
distant  3^  miles  from  land.  On  the  29th  April  at  2  p.  m.,  having  had 
light  winds  all  day,  I  was  boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  Spanish  gun¬ 
boat  General  Lejo ,  he  wishing  to  know  what  the  firing  was  yesterday, 
the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  also  my  name. 

I  showed  the  officer  my  position  on  the  chart  and  explained  the 
cause  of  the  firing.  He  left  apparently  satisfied,  and  requested  I  would 
not  fire  within  6  miles  of  his  coast.  Through  the  night  calm,  and  at 
10  p.  m.  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  the  Spanish  gunboat  Neptuna , 
he  wishing  to  know  whether  this  vessel  was  Federal  or  a  Confederate 
man-of-war,,  and  upon  my  handing  him  my  papers  to  look  at  he 
refused,  saying  he  only  wished  to  know  whether  Federal  or  a  Confed¬ 
erate  man-of-war,  and  then  left  me,  also  requesting  me  not  fire  within 
6  miles  of  the  coast,  and  the  steamer  then  stood  away  to  the  south¬ 
eastward. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  1st  May  I  was  hailed  by  a  Spanish  gunboat 
(supposed  to  be  the  General  Lejo).  He  hailing,  wished  to  know  if 
that  was  the  Annie,  Captain  Williams,  and  on  being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  he  replied  “Good  morning,  captain,”  and  stood  on  to  the 
southward.  The  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  chase  of  the 
schooner  and  my  communications  with  the  Spanish  gunboats. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Williams, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Commander  Robert  Handy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Dale. 


Deport  of  Acting  Dear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
Last  Gulf  Squadron,  calling  the  Department's  attention  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  April  28,  1863. 

Sir.  1  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  following 
facts,  relative  to  the  condition  of  vessels  under  my  command  and  the 
consequent  reduction  in  the  disposable  force  of  this  squadron: 

,.  vessel  is  on  the  point  of  returning  North  (on  account  of  her 
liability  to  a  return  of  the  yellow  fever  on  board),  under  orders  from 
the  Department,  and  no  other  vessel  is  yet  sent  to  take  her  place. 

Lhe  very  dilapidated  condition  of  the  bark  Ethan  Allen  (as  shown 
by  the  enclosed  reports)  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  order  her 
rplf  ^or  rePa^rs?  which  we  are  unable  to  put  upon  her  here. 

.  JL'he  steamer  1  engain  will  follow  so  soon  as  she  can  be  got  down  here 
m  accordance  with  your  instructions,  to  get  her  new  boilers. 

The  steamer  Fort  Henry  is  so  much  racked  and  strained  that  she 
can  neither  repair  damages  where  she  is  nor  even  venture  to  come 
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here  for  that  purpose  (without  first  getting  her  guns  out,  and  then 
coming  down  under  convoy),  when,  after  all,  our  resources  at  this 
place  would  be  insufficient  for  the  job. 

The  schooner  Wanderer  is  reported  rotten  in  hull  and  spars  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  render  her  unseaworthy. 

The  steamer  Magnolia  is  completely  disabled,  by  reason  of  her  boil- 
eis,  from  farther  cruising,  and  I  only  retain  her  on  the  station  as  a 
flagship,  since  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  any  other,  but  will 
shortly  have  to  send  her  also  for  a  new  boiler,  agreeably  to  your 

.  The  withdrawal  of  these  six  vessels  has  left  me  exceedingdy  crippled 
in  nil  power  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Government  (by  intercept¬ 
ing  the  vessels  engaged  in  running  the  blockade  and  otherwise  annoy¬ 
ing  the  enemy),  and  although  I  have  endeavored  to  remedy  the  evil 
aud  to  meet  the  emergency  by  purchasing  small  craft  and  “attaching 
them  as  tenders  to  the  various  vessels  of  the  squadron,  yet  they  are 
wholly  inadequate  for  the  duty  to  be  performed. 

The  great  number  of  prizes  brought  in,  although  gratifying  as  an 
e\  idence  of  vigilance  and  activity  on  the  part  of  the  cruising  vessels, 
ought  rather  to  be  considered  as  indicative  of  the  brisk  trade  carried 
on  along  this  coast  and  of  the  importance  of  enabling  me  to  break  it 
up  entirely. 

As  matters  now  stand.  I  am  unable  to  guard  the  coast  as  I  deem 
necessary,  and  1  would  therefore  most  urgently  request  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  send  me  at  once  three  steamers  and  two  barks,  all  of  light 
draft,  great  speed,  and  heavy  armament,  besides  a  flagship. 

The  Magnolia  and  Ethan  Allen  can  always  be  employed  to  advan¬ 
tage  on  this  station,  provided  they  are  ini  good  condition,  but  the 
delay  in  recovering  their  services  will  be  injurious,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  I  would  desire  others  in  their  places. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U. '  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hunts¬ 
ville ’,  regarding  the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  April  29,  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for  sea 
you  will  proceed  first  to  within  sight  of  the  entrance  to  Havana, 
thence  along  the  coast  of  Cuba  to  the  westward,  keeping  outside  of 
Spanish  jurisdiction,  as  far  as  Bahia  Honda;  from  there  you  will  stand 
to  the  northward  and  westward,  giving  the  Tortugas  a  berth  of  some 
50  or  60  miles,  and  continue  on  in  the  direction  of  Mobile.  Your 
ultimate  cruising  ground  will  be  from  40  to  100  miles  to  the  southward 
and  eastward  of  Mobile  Bar,  where  it  is  believed  you  will  be  most 
likely  to  pick  up  vessels  that  may  have  succeeded  in  evading  the 
blockade  at  that  place,  or  that  may  be  waiting  for  a  favorable  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  get  in.  I  would  suggest  that  you  endeavor  each  morning  to 
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find  yourself  about  100  miles  from  the  bar,  and  that  you  work  in  to 
within  about  40;  but  on  no  account  will  you  show  your  vessel  within 
sight  of  the  blockading  fleet  or  of  the  land,  unless  it  be  in  chase. 

The  De  Soto  is  cruising  between  latitude  25°  and  29°  N.,  and  lon¬ 
gitude  83°  and  87°  W.,  and  the  Sagamore  is  to  the  southward  of  that. 
Between  the  three  vessels  1  trust  this  great  highway  of  rebel  traffic 
will  be  closed  to  all  blockade  runners. 

Before  returning  to  this  port  you  will  show  your  vessel  for  at  least 
fortv-eight  hours  off  the  entrance  to  Lake  Ocala,  not  laid  down  upon 
the  chart,  but  situated  about  midway  between  St.  Andrew’s  Sound  and 
Santa  Rosa  Ba}^  [Sound]. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  C.  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Huntsville. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U.  S.  Wavy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the 

Confederate  sloop  Minnie. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Key  West ,  April  30,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  Avould  respectfully  state  that 
while  lying  at  anchor  off  Charlotte  Harbor  on  the  6th  instant  a  sail 
was  reported  to  me  before  daylight.  I  immediately  got  underway, 
went  in  chase,  and  in  about  thirty  minutes  captured  the  Confederate 
sloop  Minnie ,  it  being  not  quite  daylight  at  the  time. 

I  put  an  officer  and  crew  on  board,  and  as  day  broke  discovered  two 
schooners  inshore  of  us,  6  to  8  miles  distant,  and  standing  not  toward 
us,  but  toward  the  land. 

Supposing  them  to  be  blockade  runners,  I  immediate^  gave  chase 
and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  came  up  with  the  U.  S.  schooners  Beau¬ 
regard  and  Stonewall ,  neither  of  which  were  in  sight  at  the  time  of 
the  capture  of  the  Minnie. 

The  truth  of  this  statement,  I  believe,  you  are  aware  of,  being  on 
board  at  the  time.  It  can  also  be  substantiated  by  the  affidavits  of  one 
or  two  of  the  officers  of  the  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Huntsville. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Barclay,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  comnmnd  of  the  TJ.  S.  schooner 
Wanderer. 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  April  30,  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  you  shall  have  turned  over  the  command  of  the  Dale 
to  Commander  Robert  Handy  you  will  report  the  fact  to  me  and  will 
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assume  command  of  the  schooner  Wanderer.  You  will  report  to  me 
the  repairs  that  are  indispensably  required  by  the  Wanderer  to  render 
her  capable  of  going-  to  sea,  with  a  view  to  sending  her  on  a  cruise  with 
the  least  possible  delay. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  J.  O.  Barclay,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Ordnance  Storeship  Dale. 


Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  G  ulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  May  1,1863. 


Name. 


Commander. 


Station. 


Amanda . . . 
Beauregard 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch 
Ensign  J.  C.  Hamlin . 


Dale ... 
De  Soto 


Comdr.  R.  Handy . . 
Capt.  W.  M.  Walker 


Ethan  Allen 


Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell 


Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . . . 
Hendrick  Hudson 


Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock 
Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . . 

Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . . 

Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . 


Huntsville 


Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers 


J.  S.  Chambers 

J.  L.  Davis _ 

Magnolia . 


Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales _ 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Newcomb  . . . 


Penguin 


Comdr.  J.  C.  Williamson 


Port  Royal  . . 

Pursuit . 

Roebuck  .... 
St.  Lawrence 


Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill _ 

Comdr.  J.  Colhoun . 


Sagamore 


Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English 


Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 


Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman  . . . 
Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes _ 

Actg.  Master  J.  0.  Barclay  . . 


Bark.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  Suwanee 
River  and  Aucilla  River. 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cruising  northward  and 
westward  of  Tortugas. 

Bark.  Key  West,  preparing  to  go  North 
for  repairs. 

Schooner.  Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  Supplying  squadron  and  or¬ 
dered  East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  northward  and 
westward  of  Tortugas. 

Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Key  West,  about  being  made 
flagship. 

Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound.  Ordered  north. 

Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Bark.  Key  West,  refitting. 

Steamer.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Frigate.  Key  West,  about  to  return 
north. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  southward  and 
westward  of  Tortugas. 

Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Key  West,  preparing  for  sea. 


TENDERS. 

Ariel . 

Brockenborough  . 

Ezilda . 

Two  Sisters . 

Julia . 

Stonewall . 

Annie . 


Schooner.  Key  West,  preparing  to  be 
transferred  to  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Sloop,  To  Port  Royal  and  Somerset, 
West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Schooner.  To  Fort  Henry,  at  Cedar 
Keys. 

Schooner.  To  Magnolia,  cruising  be¬ 
tween  Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa  Bay. 

Sloop.  To  Pursuit,  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  To  Tahoma,  cruising  be¬ 
tween  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Schooner.  To  Dale,  cruising  in  Quick¬ 
sand  Passage. 


Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Information  received  from  William  M.  Martin ,  mechanic ,  belonging  to 
the  Confederate  ironworks ,  Columbus ,  6ra. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

Apalachicola  Bay ,  J/ay  -A  1863. 

Sir:  William  M.  Martin  reports  that  he  came  from  Columbus,  Ga., 
which  place  he  left  April  22.  There  are  not  any  troops  at  Columbus. 
An  ironclad  vessel  is  being  built  there;  her  length  is  120  feet,  depth 
from  10  to  12  feet;  her  frame  is  all  up,  and  were  at  work  plank¬ 
ing  her  outside  and  ceiling  her;  boilers  are  in.  She  is  to  be  a  pro¬ 
peller;  her  engines  are  from  the  old  river  steamer  Times.  The  mill 
for  rolling  out  the  iron  is  in  progress  of  construction;  they  have  but 
little  iron  on  hand  to  use.  She  can  not  be  ready  before  November 
next.  She  is  built  of  green  pine  timber;  frame  timber  1  foot  square. 
From  Columbus  he  went  overland  to  Chattahoochee;  while  there  he 
visited  the  rebel  gunboat  Chattahoochee  on  or  about  the  24th  ultimo. 
She  has  six  guns  mounted,  broadside  guns  6-inch  bore.  Saw  only 
three  or  four  officers,  and  about  forty-five  men.  Ship  about  100  feet 
long,  two  engines,  cylinders  36-inch  bore  and  24-inch  stroke;  two 
propellers  7  feet  diameter;  three-masted,  two  square  sail  yards,  one 
on  foremast  and  one  on  mainmast.  Hull  painted  black  and  has  a 
bowsprit.  The  general  belief  of  the  people  in  that  vicinty  is  that  the 
Chattahoochee  will  never  come  down  the  river;  one  of  her  own  crew 
made  the  same  assertion.  There  is  a  regiment  of  troops  at  Chatta¬ 
hoochee.  The  river  is  not  very  well  fortified,  as  far  as  he  could  learn, 
but  is  obstructed  with  two  hulls  of  old  river  steamers,  and  rocks, 
spiles,  and  two  chains  stretched  across  the  river.  One  hundred  con¬ 
scripts  are  guarding  the  obstructions.  There  is  quite  a  strong  Union 
sentiment  among  the  workmen  and  farmers  in  and  about  Columbus, 
which  place  is  the  great  depot  for  the  manufacturing  of  arms  and 
clothing.  He  has  been,  a  resident  of  that  city  (Columbus)  about  four 
years,  and  he  well  knows  that  there  is  a  strong  Union  feeling  with 
the  people  there  and  in  the  surrounding  country.  He  saw  no  troops 
on  his  way  down  to  Apalachicola  after  leaving  Chattahoochee,  as  he 
avoided  them.  On  or  about  the  10th  of  April  the  women  turned  out 
en  masse  and  broke  open  the  stores  for  food  and  clothing.  Provisions 
were  very  scarce  and  at  very  high  prices.  The  troops  wrote  to  their 
wives  and  families  that  they  will  soon  lay  down  their  arms  and  give 
up  fighting  if  the  rebel  Government  does  not  provide  for  their  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  the  general  belief  of  the  troops  is  that  the  South  will  be 
whipped  eventually.  He  visited  Fosterville,  Tenn.,  on  or  about  the 
10th  of  last  March,  at  which  place  were  the  pickets  of  the  rebel  Gen¬ 
eral  Joe  J ohnston’s  army,  at  which  place  he  made  an  effort  to  pass  to  the 
Union  lines,  but  was  checked  by  the  rebel  pickets.  The  general  feel¬ 
ing  in  Tennessee  was,  the  hopes  that  the  Union  Army  would  again 
advance  and  hold  Shelbyville  and  the  adjacent  country.  Even  at 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  many  were  praying  that  the  Union  Army  would  come 
there.  There  was  a  bread  riot  at  Atlanta  on  the  day  of  his  arrival 
there,  the  women  turning  out  and  sacking  the  stores  for  food  and 
clothing;  this  was  in  March.  After  leaving  Chattahoochee  he  traveled 
about  35  miles  by  land  to  a  place  called  Canida  Creek;  passing-  through 
the  country,  very  few  men  were  to  be  seen,  but  plenty  of  females, 
who  seemed  to  be  suffering  for  clothing  and  food.  At  Canida  Creek 
he  made  a  bargain  with  two  fishermen,  who  had  come  up  with  fish,  to 
carry  him  to  Apalachicola,  as  he  represented  to  them  that  he  was 
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desirous  to  go  there  to  purchase  steel.  He  left  Cam  da  Creek  this 
morning  at  5:30  a.  m.  and  arrived  here  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

.  ,  .  .  Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Admiral  Iheodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadi'on ,  Ivey  West,  Fla. 

P.  S. — May  4. 

I  learned  last  evening  that  the  Penguin  was  to  leave  East  Pass 
Ki  Key  \\  est  to-day,  so  send  William  Martin  to  g'o  by  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieutenan  t-  Commander. 


Report  of  Feting  Master  Sherrill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
bark  Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  British 
schooner  Emm, a  Amelia. 

U.  S.  Bark  Koebuck, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay ,  May  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  seizure  this 
day  of  the  British  schooner  Emma  Amelia,  85|f  tons,  Thomas  Best, 
master,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  this  place.  At  day¬ 
light  a  sail  was  discovered  in  the  offing  steering  E.  N.  E.  for  the  bar 
at  the  entrance  of  this  bay,  and  distant  from  it  about  3  miles,  the 
wind  at  the  time  being  light,  from  the  northwest.  1  immediately  dis¬ 
patched  two  armed  boats,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  K.  F.  Cook  and 
Acting  Ensign  G.  M.  Pulsipher,  in  pursuit,  and  as  soon  as  they  were 
discovered  by  the  schooner  she  changed  her  course  to  the  southward 
and  set  square  sail.  At  8  a.  m.  the  boats  boarded  her,  the  bar  bearing 
E.  N.  E.,  distant  about  7  miles.  She  had  no  colors  set,  though  English 
and  American  were  found  on  board.  The  master  said  he  was  bound  to 
New  Orleans,  and  had  been  standing  in  to  make  the  land  to  correct  his 
reckoning.  The  course  he  was  steering  and  position  were  deemed  by 
me  sufficient  reasons  for  seizing  her  as  a  prize,  her  papers  being 
apparently  correct,  and  I  shall  send  her  under  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
G.  M.  Pulsipher  and  a  prize  crew  of  four  men,  with  her  former  mas¬ 
ter  and  two  men,  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  or  muster  roll  of  officers  and  crew 
of  this  vessel  at  time  of  capture.  No  other  vessels  in  sight.  Cargo 
consists  of  wines,  flour,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  .Master,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 

transfer  of  fag. 


No.  158.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West ,  May  5 ,  1863. 


Sik:  I  have  to  report  that  the  frigate  St.  Lawrence  being  now  ready 
to  return  north,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Department,  I  have 
directed  Commander  Colhoun  to  proceed  with  her  to  Boston,  Mass. 

In  consequence  of  this  I  have  this  day  transferred  my  flag  to  the 
steamer  ALagnolia ,  inasmuch  as  the  condition  of  her  boiler  renders  her 
incapable  of  cruising,  and  I  am  advised  that  her  new  boiler  will 
“probably  be  ready”  about  the  middle  of  June.  As,  however  the 
internal  arrangements  of  this  vessel  will  not  admit  of  my  living  on 
board  of  her '  without  extensive  alterations  (involving  an  expense 
which  would  not  be  justified  by  the  temporary  nature  of  the  service), 
I  have  established  an  office  in  the  storehouse  on  shore  for  the  trans¬ 
action  of  business  until  the  arrival  of  another  flagship. 

I  have  also  ordered  the  bark  Ethan  Allen  to  Boston,  Mass.,  for 
repairs,  the  necessity  for  which  was  shown  by  the  reports  enclosed  in 
my  letter  of  April  28. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  steamer  supposed 

to  be  the  Cuba ,  from  LLavana. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Off  Lake  Ocala ,  May  5,  1863. 

Sir:  By  the  Hendrick  Hudson  I  have  the  honor  to  send  a  report  of 
my  cruise  to  this  date. 

In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  touched  at  Havana,  and  from  the 
consul  learned  that  one  or  two  steamers  were  nearly  ready  for  sea,  and 
that  one  of  them,  the  Cuba,  would  sail  that  same  night. 

This  decided  me,  after  obeying  your  orders  as  to  running  down  the 
coast  of  Cuba,  to  steer  directly  for  this  place. 

On  leaving  Havana  a  lead-colored  blockade-running  steamer  followed 
me  out,  but  as  we  watched  her  closely  she  finally  returned  to  the  harbor. 

On  the  second  morning  out,  and  when  about  halfway  between  Tor- 
tugas  and  St.  Andrew’s,  at  daybreak  we  discovered  a  white  steamer, 
without  masts,  and  answering  in  every  respect  to  the  Cuba,  steering 
the  same  course  as  ourselves. 

We  immediately  gave  chase,  and  for  two  or  three  hours  had  every 
prospect  of  capturing  her,  as  we  steadily  overhauled  her,  having  a 
strong  breeze  in  our  favor;  but  toward  noon  it  became  calm  and  she 
gradually  outsteamed  us,  and  after  an  exciting  chase  of  140  miles  we 
lost  sight  of  her  at  dark. 

I  then  made  all  dispatch  for  this  place,  hoping  that  I  might  again 
have  the  good  luck  to  intercept  her. 
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I  shall  remain  here  long  enough  to  ascertain  whether  this  is  her  des¬ 
tination,  when  I  shall  proceed  to  my  station  oil'  Mobile. 

Hoping  that  my  next  effort  may  be  more  successful, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  I  olunteer  Lieutenant ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  1 Vest,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-  Admired  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  addi¬ 
tion  of  prize  schooner  Alabama  and  sloop  Rosalie  to  the  vessels  under 
his  command. 

Nos.  155.]  U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  May  6 ,  1863. 

_  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  permission  granted  me  in  your  commu¬ 
nication  of  January  30,  I  have  taken  into  the  service  the  schooner 
Alabama ,  now  the  Fox,  and  the  sloop  Rosalie ,  both  prizes.  The  orig¬ 
inal  appraisals,  which  I  herewith  enclose  (numbered  156  and  157),  will 
give  the  particulars  as  to  tonnage,  price,  etc.  The  schooner  I  have 
attached  as  a  tender  to  the  ordnance  ship  Dale;  the  sloop  as  a  tender 
to  the  J.  S.  Chambers ,  at  Charlotte  Harbor.  I  have  found  these  little 
vessels  quite  useful.  They  have  already  thus  far  in  every  instance 
more  than  paid  for  themselves  by  their  captures. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc. , 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  BlocJcdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  channel  for  mails 
from  Europe  to  the  Southern  States. 

Navy  Department,  May  7,  1863 

Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  dispatch,  dated  the  18th 
ultimo,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Liverpool: 

A  man  who  professes  to  know,  and  who  has  given  me  information  which  I  have 
found  correct,  tells  me  a  very  valuable  rebel  mail  was  sent  from  here  on  the  14th  of 
March,  via  New  York  and  Nassau.  He  says  from  Nassau  it  is  to  be  taken  in  Adderly 
&  Co.’s  boat  to  Bumany  [Bernini],  on  the  northwest  part  of  Abaco,  and  from  there 
over  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  thence  up  the  Indian  River  to 
[New]  Smyrna,  etc.  Now,  I  do  not  know  enough  about  these  localities  to  decide 
upon  this  plan,  but  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  report  it  for  what  it  is  worth,  the  more 
so  from  the  fact  that  I  learn  this  is  to  be  one  of  the  regular  mail  channels  between  this 
country  and  the  South.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  what  mails  are  constantly  being 
carried  by  way  of  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Theo.  Batley, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Willcomb ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U  S.  S. 

Stars  and  Stripes ,  regarding  the  escape  of  a  schooner  off  St.  Marks , 
Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Off  St.  Marks,  May  7 ,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  at  8:30  a  m. ,  the  fog  light¬ 
ened  up,  and  we  discovered  a  side-wheeled,  schooner-rigged  steamer 
in  the  S.  S.  W.,  about  9  miles  off.  I  immediately  got  underway  and 
gave  chase,  but  soon  perceived  that  she  was  leaving  this  vessel  very 
fast.  1  chased  her  until  11:30  a.  m.,  when  I  lost  sight  of  her  about 
30  miles  S.  S.  W.  from  St.  Marks  light-house.  We  carried  34  pounds 
of  steam  and  were  making  70  revolutions.  The  chase  must  have  been 
going  at  the  rate  of  14  miles  per  hour.  We  were  doing  all  we  could 
to  get  up  near  enough  to  give  her  a  shot,  but  could  not,  and  I  had  the 
mortification  to  see  her  disappear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Afaster ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Correspondence  regarding  the  license  of  the  schooner  Sea  Lion ,  captured 

at  Mobile ,  May  9 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  license. 

No.  253.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  1863. 

Sir:  The  schooner  Sea  Lion  was  lately  captured  coming  out  of  the 
port  of  Mobile  loaded  with  cotton  and  sent  to  this  port  for  adjudica¬ 
tion.  She  exhibited  at  the  time  of  her  capture  a  license  to  bring 
cotton  to  New  Orleans  from  a  Mr.  Dennison,  who  appeared  to  be  a 
special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department.  1  send  herewith  enclosed, 
marked  254,  a  copy  of  this  paper.  I  am  credibly  informed  that  Mr. 
Denison  has  answered,  in  reply  to  the  question  whether  this  license 
was  intended  to  apply  to  blockade  ports  as  well  as  to  bring  the  cotton 
through  the  military  lines  by  land,  that  the  license  was  granted  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  of  General  Banks,  and  that  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  enquire  how  the  property  should  come  to  New  Orleans. 
Under  this  license,  it  seems,  the  favored  parties  at  New  Orleans  sent 
their  agent  to  Mobile,  bought  the  cotton,  had  it  shipped  in  the  name 
of  a  Mobile  firm,  and  consigned  by  the  papers  to  aMobilian  at  Havana. 
When  captured,  it  was  claimed  that  the  vessel  was  really  going  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  or  to  New  Orleans  for  the  orders  of 
Brott,  Davis,  and  Shons,  the  parties  named  in  the  license. 

This  is  not  only  trading  with  the  enemy,  pure  and  simple,  but  it  is 
trading  with  the  enemy  through  a  closely  blockaded  port.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  this  action  is  sustained,  it  amounts  to  a  virtual  abandon¬ 
ment  of  the  blockade  of  all  the  ports  to  which  these  or  other  favored 
parties  may  choose  to  trade,  and  that  it  possibly  has  some  importance 
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in  connection  with  our  foreign  relations.  I  have  thought  it  a  matter 
proper  to  be  represented  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Custom-House,  New  Orleans, 

Collector’’  s  Office ,  Februiry  16,  1863. 

The  U.  S.  military  and  other  authorities  at  New  Orleans  permit 
cotton  to  be  received  here  from  beyond  the  U.  S.  military  lines,  and 
such  cotton  is  exempt  from  seizure  or  confiscation.  An  order  is  in 
my  hands  from  Major-General  Banks  approving  and  directing  this 
policy.  The  only  condition  imposed  is  that  cotton  or  other  produce 
must  not  be  bought  with  specie. 

All  cotton  or  other  produce  brought  hither  from  the  Confederate 
lines  by  Brott,  Davis  and  Shons  will  not  be  interfered  with  in  any 
manner,  and  they  can  ship  it  direct  to  any  foreign  or  domestic  port. 

[k-  s.]  _  George  S.  Dennison, 

Special  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  and 

Acting  Collector  of  Customs. 

Approved: 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

I,  Abel  Dreyfous,  notary  public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn  for 
the  parish  of  Orleans  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  therein  residing,  certify 
the  foregoing  to  be  a  true,  faithful,  and  literal  copy  of  the  original 
document  exhibited  to  me  by  Mr.  Brott,  and  which  I  have  signed  and 
paraphed  ne  varietur  to  identify  it  with  the  foregoing  copy. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  granted  this  certificate  under  my  signa¬ 
ture  and  the  impress  of  my  seal  of  office  at  New  Orleans  this  ninth  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

[seal.]  Abel  Dreyfous, 

Notary  Public. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  announc¬ 
ing  the  transmittal  of  the  license  to  Secretaries  of  Treasury  and  War. 

Navy  Department,  August  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  253  and  enclosure  in  reference  to  the 
case  of  the  schooner  Sea  Lion ,  captured  while  coming  out  of  Mobile 
and  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  having  exhibited  at  the  time 
of  her  capture  a  license,  issued  by  a  Mr.  Dennison,  who  calls  himself 
a  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  take  cotton  to  New 
Orleans. 

The  Department  concurs  with  }tou  in  your  views  respecting  this 
extraordinary  proceeding,  and  has  called  the  attention  of  both  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of  War  to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailey, 

Com  dg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


438  EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  revocation  of  the  license. 

Navy  Department,  August  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  sent  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  in  reference  to  the  case  of  the 
captured  schooner  Sea  Lion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  also  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.  The  former  replies  that  beyond  the  statements 
conveyed  in  the  dispatch,  the  Treasury  Department  has  no  informa¬ 
tion  in  relation  to  the  case  or  any  similar  one,  and  that  the  permit, 
which  appears  to  have  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  a  military  order  of 
General  Banks,  was  granted  without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of 
that  Department,  and  that  instructions  have  been  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Dennison  to  revoke  any  such  permits  which  ma}r  have  been  issued 
and  grant  no  more  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Tiieo.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Jury  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  IT.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  regarding  the  capture  ly  that  vessel  of  the 

Confederate  schooner  A.  J.  LLodge. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Lat.  % 8 °  If'  N'.,  Long.  86°  3JJ  W. ,  Hay  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  schooner  A.  J.  Hodge,  of  Mobile,  Cook,  master,  from  Nassau, 
with  an  assorted  cargo. 

She  was  taken  in  the  above  position  at  meridian  to-day. 

I  send  vessel  and  cargo  to  Aey  West  for  adjudication,  in  charge  of 
a  prize  officer  and  crew. 

There  were  no  national  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture. 

Please  find  enclosed  muster  roll  of  officers  and  crew  on  board  entitled 
to  -prize  money. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Re 
Soto,  regarding  the  capturely  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Sea  Bird. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  May  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  last  evening,  being  in  20  fathoms  of 
water  and  in  latitude  29°  40',  longitude  87°  37',  I  seized,  for  attempted 
violation  of  the  blockade,  the  schooner  Sea  Bird,  of  Havana,  D.  M. 
Allen,  master.  She  is  American  built,  was  sailing  under  a  provisional 
certificate  of  registry,  dated  April  28, 1863,  signed  John  V.  Crawford, 
acting  consul-general  in  Cuba,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  her  Brit- 
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tannic  Majesty’s  consulate  in  Cuba  and  was  cleared  from  Havana  for 
Matamoras. 

From  the  moment  we  could  discern  her  she  was  standing  N.  by 
W.,  with  the  wind  from  W.  S.  W. 

In  reply  to  my  hail  her  master  stated  that  he  was  “bound  to 
Mobile.” 


Her  papers  are  incomplete;  she  has  no  log  book;  was  far  out  of  her 
track,  and  accordingly  I  have  ordered  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

It  is  proper  I  should  add  that  for  the  better  security  of  the  Sea  Bird 
and  the  preservation  of  her  cargo  I  took  out  of  her  6  demijohns  of 
spirits,  said  to  belong  to  her  crew,  which  I  shall  deliver  to  the  prize 
commissioners  on  my  arrival  at  Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W:  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  oe  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Semmes ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

V.  S.  S.  Tahoma ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  vessel  Crazy  Jane. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Tampa  Bay ,  May  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  3tou  of  the  capture  by  this  vessel, 
on  the  5th  instant,  of  the  schooner-rigged  boat  called  the  Crazy  Jane, 
in  latitude  27°  43'  N.,  longitude  82°  56'  W . ,  Egmont  Key  light-house 
bearing  S.  E.  by  E.  i  E. 

She  had  no  name  painted  on  her.  No  papers  or  flag  were  found  on 
board.  The  character  of  her  cargo — turpentine  and  cotton — and  the 
place  of  seizure,  show  her  business.  The  crew  claim  to  be  British 
subjects,  but  fail  to  produce  any  evidence  thereof. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  May  15, 1863. 


Name. 

Commander. 

Class  and  station. 

Amanda . 

Beauregard . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  C.  Hamlin . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Bark.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East  Pass. 

Schooner.  Cruising  between  Suwanee 
and  Aucilla  rivers. 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  northward  and 
westward  of  Tortugas. 

Guard  schooner.  At  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East 
Pass. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  northward  and 
westward  of  Tortugas. 

Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Be  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Capt.  W.  M.  Walker . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . 

Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 
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Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  May  15,  1863 — Continued. 


Name. 


Commander. 


Class  and  station. 


Magnolia . 

Port  Royal . 

Pursuit . 

Roebuck  . 

Sagamore . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Taboma . 

Wanderer . 


Comdr.  H.  S.  Newcomb . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall 

Ac.tg.  Master  J.  Sherrill _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  E.  Crosman... 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb 
Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes  ... 
Actg.  Master  J.  O.  Barclay  .. 


Steamer.  Flagship,  Key  West;  dis¬ 
abled  engines. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 
Pass. 

Bark.  Key  West,  undergoing  repairs. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  southward  and 
eastward  of  Tortugas. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Cruising  to  northward  and 
westward  of  Tortugas. 


TENDERS. 


Ariel . 

Brockenborough 

Ezilda . . 

Two  Sisters . 

Julia . 

Stonewall . 

Annie . 

Fox . 

Rosalie ; . 

Carmita . 


Schooner.  Tender  to  Magnolia;  cruis¬ 
ing  between  Molasses  Key  and  In¬ 
dian  Key. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal  and 
Somerset;  off  Apalachicola. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry;  off 
Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Magnolia;  cruis¬ 
ing  between  Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Pursuit;  cruising 
between  Tampa  Bay  and  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Tahoma;  off 
Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Dale;  cruising 
between  Boca  Grande  and  Tortugas. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Dale;  fitting  out 
at  Key  West. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  J.  S.  Chambers; 
fitting  out  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Lighter;  employed  at  Key 
West  as  a  lighter. 


Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Boyle ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  the 
tender  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Oliver  S.  Breese. 

Schooner  Two  Sisters, 

Tender  to  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia, 

Off  Anclote  Keys,  May  16,  1863. 

Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  ot  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Oliver  S.  Breese  on  the  J  6th  of  May  in  the  latitude  of  28°  N. ,  longitude 
83°  10'  W.  The  circumstances  are  as  follows: 

At  4  p.  m.  a  sail  was  reported  from  the  masthead  standing  to  the 
eastward,  the  wind  being  W.  S.  W.  at  that  time.  We  being  to  the 
leewaid  other,  distant  12  miles,  I  immediately  stood  in  for  the  shore 
and  got  in  the  wake  of  a  dense  smoke  proceeding  from  saltwork  on 
shore,  and  lowered  our  sails,  sent  topmasts  down,  and  let  go  anchor. 
Consequently  the  sail  did  not  see  us  until  she  was  within  3  miles  of  us'. 
At  6:30  she  saw  us  and  closehauled  to  the  wind,  making  all  sail,  i 
immediately  gave  chase,  and  came  up  with  her  at  10:30  p.  m.  Fired 
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a  gun,  and  hailed  her  to  let  go  her  anchor,  which  she  did.  I  boarded 
her  and  could  find  no  papers  whatever  or  colors  of  any  nation.  She 
proved  to  be  the  schooner  Oliver  S.  Breese,  with  a  general  cargo  from 
Havana  bound  to  Bayport,  Fla.  There  were  no  vessels  in  sight  at  the 
time  of  the  capture.  I  sent  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Chester  and  four 
men  on  board  of  her  to  take  her  to  Key  West. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

.  John  Boyle, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate ,  Commanding  Schooner  Two  Sisters. 

Commander  H.  S.  Newcomb, 

U.  S.  S.  Magnolia. 


Report  of  Acting  T  olunteer  Lieutenant  Couthouy ,  TJ  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  trade  with  Matamoras ,  Mexico. 

13  West  Cedar  Street, 

Boston ,  May  16,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  instructions  of  12th  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication 
addressed  by  me  on  19th  March,  1862,  to  Flag-Officer  W.  W. 
McKean,  at  that  time  commanding  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  in  relation  to  the  systematic  abuse  of  the  privileges  of  a 
neutral  port  by  vessels  clearing  at  Northern  ports  for  Matamoras  with 
cargoes  whose  true  and  ultimate  destination  was  Brownsville,  in 

rn  / 

lexas. 

There  can,  I  tnink,  be  no  moral  and  scarcely  a  legal  doubt  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  cargoes  which  within  the  past  twelve  months  have 
gone  up  the  Rio  Grande,  nominally  consigned  to  merchants  in  Mata¬ 
moras,  were,  in  fact,  destined  to  supply  the  rebels  in  Texas,  and  were 
securely  stored  in  the  warehouses  of  Brownsville  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  their  simulated  sale  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river. 

A  residence  of  four  years  in  Brownsville,  from  October,  1849,  to 
November,  1853,  and  my  position  as  presiding  officer  of  the  branch  of 
the  Commercial  and  Agricultural  Bank  of  Texas  there  established, 
enabled  me  to  become  well  acquainted  not  only  with  all  the  leading 
merchants  and  traders  on  both  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  high  up  as 
Monterey,  but  with  the  whole  commerce  with  Mexico,  whether  of 
exports  or  imports,  and  I  can  not  recall  a  single  instance  in  all  that 
time  of  a  vessel  arriving  at  Matamoras  with  a  cargo  of  provisions, 
groceries,  and  other  supplies  of  such  magnitude  and  value  as  within 
the  last  few  months  has  found  its  way  thither  almost  weekly,  osten¬ 
sibly  for  Mexican  consumption. 

Nor  can  I  remember  the  importation  during  the  whole  of  those  four 
years  of  so  much  as  a  solitary  cargo  of  provisions  or  other  supplies  in 
an  English  bottom.  The  whole  of  the  pseudo  Mexican  trade  by  the 
channel  of  the  Rio  Grande,  carried  on  so  extensively  by  English  ves 
sels  at  the  present'time,  has  its  explanation  and  origin  in  the  market 
opened  up  in  Texas  by  the  necessities  of  that  and  adjacent  States  in 
arms  against  the  Federal  Government,  consequent  upon  the  blockade 
of  their  maritime  ports.  Matamoras  is  but  the  Mexican  synonym  of 
Brownsville  so  far  as  this  trade  is  concerned.  The  merchants  and  the 
warehouses  of  the  one  city  are  those  of  the  other  also. 

From  the  garita  on  the  Matamoras  bank  of  the  river,  alongside 
which  a  vessel  may  lie  and  go  through  the  forms  of  a  sale  of  her  cargo 
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in  Mexico,  it  is  but  a  stone’s  cast  to  Stillman’s  levee  in  Brownsville, 
on  which  it  may  with  impunity  be  landed  immediately  after  by  the 
Texan  purchaser.  I  have  been  tauntingly  informed  by  persons 
engaged  in  the  traffic  that  this  was  the  course  of  procedure,  and  have 
no  doubt  they  spoke  the  truth,  although  owing  to  the  subtlety  of  the 
precautions  taken  to  avoid  violating  the  letter  of  international  law,  it 
may  be  very  difficult  to  establish  the  fact  in  a  majority  of  the  cases  of 
vessels  captured  and  sent  in  for  adjudication  by  our  cruisers,  under 
suspicion  of  using  the  trade  with  Matamoras  as  a  cloak  to  cover  the 
real  object  of  furnishing  supplies  to  Texas.  I  can  not  flatter  myself 
that  either  the  facts  or  suggestions  herewith  submitted  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  have  the  merit  of  novelty,  yet  as  they  are  the  result  of  personal 
observation,  and  in  the  opinion  of  Francis  H.  Upton,  esq.,  counsel  for 
the  captors  in  the  case  of  the  Peterhoff ,  not  without  importance  in 
their  bearings  on  the  question  of  the  true  character  and  destination  of 
her  cargo,  I  trust  to  be  excused  for  occupying  so  much  of  its  valuable 
time  with  them,  and  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  P.  Couthouy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  City ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 
regarding  tl\e  "burning  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Cuba. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  May  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  at  noon  discov¬ 
ered  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  and  stood  for  it.  Soon  after  we  made 
the  steamer  and  pressed  after  her  to  the  very  extent  of  our  power.  At 
6  p.  m.  she  stopped  and  two  boats  pushed  off  from  her,  carrying  her 
officers  and  crew.  I  immediately  lowered  and  took  out  of  the  steam¬ 
er’s  boats  her  principal  officers,  as  a  security  for  the  lives  of  my  own 
men,  and  then  boarded  the  steamer. 

As  soon  as  the  boats  had  got  alongside  of  her  the  flames  burst  out, 
as  I  had  anticipated,  when  I  hoisted  the  recall.  Afterwards,  having 
had  the  assurance  Jhat  there  was  no  danger  of  her  blowing  up,  1  went 
near  enough  to  the  burning  ship  to  lead  our  hose  on  board,  but  all 
efforts  to  suppress  the  flames  were  unavailing,  and  by  sunset  the 
famous  Confederate  ship  Cuba  sank  beneath  the  waters  of  the  Gulf,  in 
latitude  28°  47',  longitude  87°  58'. 

It  is  estimated  upon  reliable  authority  that  the  cargo  of  the  Cuba 
was  worth  in  Havana  nearly  $400,000,  and  if  landed  in  Alabama  would 
have  been  worth  from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a  quarter.  I  have  her 
officers  and  crew  on  board,  and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  custody  of  the 
authorities  at  Key  West. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  IT.  S.  S.  Huntsville ,  regarding  the  capture  ly  that  vessel  of 
the  Spanish  steamer  Union. 

.  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Lat.  27°  55'  N,  Long.  85°  13'  W.,  May  If  1863. 
Sir:  Under  the  above  date  and  position  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
to  you  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  steamer  Union ,  of  and  from  Havana, 
with  a  clearance  for  Matamoras,  but  from  his  position,  which  is  some 
260  miles  to  northeastward  of  its  proper  course  (also  steering  north- 
erly  when  discovered),  as  well  as  from  information  gained  and  packages 
found  on  board,  directed  to  parties  in  Mobile,  undoubtedly  bound  to 
the  latter  port. 

This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  statements  of  prisoners  on  board 
the  Huntsville ,  recently  taken  from  the  Confederate  steamer  Cuba, 
which  vessel  I  chased  100  miles  to  southward  of  Mobile,  she  escaping 
under  cover  of  the  night;  but  on  the  following  morning,  being  hard 
pressed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  her  captain  and  owner  set  fire  to  her 
and  took  to  their  boats. 

With  the  above  facts,  taken  in  connection  with  the  absence  of  some 
and  irregularity  of  other  documents  essential  to  proving  the  honesty 
of  her  voyage,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  a  prize  of  her  and  send 
her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

She  is  a  small  tugboat  of  115  tons,  built  in  Philadelphia  two  years 
since,  and  recently  used  in  Havana  for  towing  purposes,  Her  crew 
consists  of  11  persons,  chiefly  Spanish,  and  3  passengers,  probably 
Americans.  Her  cargo  an  assorted  one  and  of  considerable  value. 

Please  find  enclosed  muster  roll  of  officers  and  crew  on  board  at 
date  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Slyck,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  captures 

made  while  on  expedition  in  Chattahoochee  River,  May  19-22,  1863. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

Apalachicola  Bay,  May  22,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  left  this  vessel  in  the  launch, 
accompanied  by  William  A.  Prescott,  acting  master’s  mate,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  6  miles  up  the  Chattahoochee  River,  where  I  secreted  myself 
in  a  small  creek  to  watch  transient  boats. 

At  2  a.  m.  on  the  19th  1  anchored.  At  11  a.  m.  captured  a  small 
sloop  containing  Andrew  Wing,  whom  I  had  been  informed  had  been 
engaged  in  obstructing  the  river  and  erecting  batteries  thereon.  At 
5  p.  m.  captured  a  boat,  1  man,  5  stand  of  arms,  20  rounds  of  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  some  papers  and  letters  belonging  to  a  Confederate  cavalry 
company. 

At  9  p.  m.  captured  a  boat  with  A.  W.  Babcock  and  the  Confederate 
mails.  From  another  prisoner  I  learned  A.  W.  Babcock  was  seen  by 
him  assisting  a  barge  loaded  with  50  bales  of  sea-island  cotton  through 
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Gum  Swamp,  48  miles  up  the  river,  with  the  intention  of  bringing 
her  down  to  Devil’s  Elbow,  38  miles  up,  in  order  to  be  transferred  to 
a  sloop  lying  there  to  run  the  blockade.  At  8  a.  m.,  on  the  21st,  sent 
pi'isoners  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  TV  illiam  A.  Prescott  to 
the  ship.  At  L2  m.  the  gig,  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  George  U. 
Morris,  accompanied  with  the  first  cutter,  Assistant  Paymaster  George 
A.  Sawyer,  who  volunteered,  came  up  the  river.  At  2  p.  m.  the  cap¬ 
tain  returned  to  the  vessel.  The  first  cutter  joining  me  by  your  orders, 
we  proceeded  up  the  river  in  quest  of  the  cotton  and  sloop,  but  were 
unsuccessful,  and  returned  to  the  ship  on  the  evening  of  22d. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

E.  Van  Slack, 

Acting  Master. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  U.  Morris, 

Commanding  U.  8 .  Gunboat  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U.  8.  JYavy,  command¬ 
ing  JJ.  8.  8.  Huntsville ,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Huntsville, 

Key  West ,  May  88,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  cruise: 

Leaving  Key  West,  I  touched  at  Havana  and  there  learned  that  one 
or  two  steamers  were  ready  for  sea  with  contraband  cargoes,  one  of 
which  was  the  Cuba. 

I  therefore  proceeded  to  my  station  with  all  dispatch,  after  obeying 
your  orders  as  to  running  down  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

On  the  second  day  discovered  a  suspicious  steamer  standing  north¬ 
erly,  to  which  we  gave  chase,  but  after  following  her  140  miles  she 
escaped  by  superior  speed. 

I  have  since  learned  she  was  the  General  Buckner ,  from  Havana  for 
Mobile. 

Off  Lake  Ocala  found  the  Hendrick  Hudson ,  with  whom  I  com¬ 
municated. 

This  place  can  hardly  be  one  of  much  use  as  a  port  of  entryq  being 
a  mere  inlet  on  the  beach  much  exposed  to  the  sea,  with  the  surf  con¬ 
stantly  breaking,  and  apparently  no  depth  of  water. 

Leaving  here,  I  steered  to  southeastward  of  Mobile  and  there  cruised 
until  want  of  coal  obliged  me  to  leave. 

On  May  13,  about  100  miles  to  southeast  of  Mobile,  fell  in  with  the 
Confederate  schooner  A.  J.  Hodge ,  of  Mobile,  from  Nassau,  for  the 
former  port  with  an  assorted  cargo.  Made  prize  of  him  and  sent  him 
to  Key  West  for  adjudication  in  charge  of  a  prize  officer  and  crew. 

On  May  16  again  made  a  suspicious  steamer  and  gave  chase,  over¬ 
hauling  her  rapidly,  when  she  threw  overboard  cargo,  and  night  com¬ 
ing  on  she  escaped  after  a  chase  of  90  miles. 

But  1  had  driven  her  into  the  track  of  the  Be  Soto ,  with  whom  I 
had  communicated  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  she  fell  in  with  and  overhauled  her  so  "fast  that  they  took  to  their 
boats,  having  previously  set  fire  to  the  steamer,  which  burned  to  the 
water’s  edge.  She  was  the  notorious  Cuba. 

At  the. request  of  Captain  Walker,  I  have  brought  16  of  her  crew 
to  Key  West,  now  subject  to  your  orders. 
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.  0n  m7  way  here,  in  latitude  27°  46',  longitude  85°  09',  on  the  19th 
instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  again  made  a  suspicious  steamer,  to  which  gave 
chase,  overhauled  her  rapidly,  and  at  2  p.  m.  boarded  her. 

^he  proved  to  be  the  Spanish  steamer  Union ,  two  da}^s  from  Havana, 
with  an  assorted  cargo  for  Matamoras,  but  as  she  was  250  miles  to 
northward  of  her  course  and  steering  northerly,  with  irregular  papers 
and  packages  marked  “Mobile,”  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  her  a 
prize. 

Her  machinery  being  disabled,  I  took  her  in  tow. 

1  have  on  board  32  prisoners,  subject  to  your  orders. 

We  have  boarded  and  spoken  13  vessels  during  the  cruise. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Ale  Cauley,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Isabella. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Ceder  Keys ,  Fla. ,  May  22,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  the  boats  of  the  Fort  Henry 
captured  a  flat  in  Waccasassa  Bay  loaded  with  corn.  The  flat  not  being 
seaworthy  has  been  sent  ashore. 

This  morning  our  boats  captured  the  sloop  Isabella  in  Waccasassa 
Bay,  from  Tampa,  bound  to  No.  4  Key.  No  cargo.  The  crews  of 
the  flat  and  sloop  escaped  to  the  shore,  with  the  exception  of  one  old 
man  belonging  to  the  sloop,  whose  infirmity  prevented  his  running. 

I  forwarded  to  Key  West  in  the  sloop  2,900  pounds  of  corn,  part  of 
the  cargo  of  the  flat;  also  25  pounds  cotton. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Y.  McCauley, 

Held.  Comdr. ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


R  eport  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Semmes ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Tahoma ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  sloop)  Isabella , 
captured  May  22,  1863. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Tampa  Bay,  June  I,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Fort  Henryheivmg  captured  a  sloop  boat  called  the  Isabella 
and  started  her  for  Key  West,  and  she  having  commenced  to  leak  very 
badly,  so  much  so  as  to  render  her  unseaworthy,  I  have  hauled  her  up 
here  and  send  now  by  the  Hendrick  Hudson  an  old  man  taken  in  her, 
who  is  unwilling  to  land  here  to  starve,  as  he  says. 

The  sloop  (and  cargo  which  was  damaged)  is  not  worth  the  expense 
of  a  trial,  even  if  she  could  be  gotten  to  Key  West. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  G  ulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  regard¬ 
ing  vessels  cleared  for  Matamoras. 


Nayy  Department,  May  2%,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  19th  instant  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  of 
the  1st  instant. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  an  organized  plan  has  been  formed  in  Great 
Britain  to  furnish  the  rebels  with  supplies  by  vessels  cleared  nomi¬ 
nally  for  Matamoras,  but  with  contingent  destination  for  Brownsville, 
as  indicated  in  the  circular  of  Bennett  and  W ake,  agents  for  the  Mata¬ 
moras  line  of  steamers.  Admiral  Bailey,  in  one  of  his  late  dispatches, 
says  there  were  over  200  vessels  olf  the  Bio  Grande  when  in  ordinary 
times  there  are  but  6  or  8.  Of  course  the  traffic  in  which  they  are 
engaged  is  principally  for  the  rebels  through  Texas. 

Whether  anything  can  be  done  “to  defeat  these  machinations,” and 
prevent  this  illicit  trade,  except  as  indicated  in  the  closing  paragraph 
of  Mr.  Adams’s  letter,  “the  possession  of  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
river,”  is  doubtful.  An  effective  naval  blockade  of  the  Bio  Grande, 
which  is  a  neutral  highway  for  Mexico  and  ourselves,  is  impracticable. 
It  appears  to  me  desirable  on  many  accounts  that  there  should  be  a 
military  force  in  western  Texas,  and  that  we  should  have  possession 
of  Brownsville  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  The  possession  of  the 
Mississippi  Biver  will  be  some  check  on  smuggling  operations,  but 
until  the  blockade  runners  are  stopped  entirely  on  the  Bio  Grande, 
we  shall  experience  difficulty  in  Texas  and  Arkansas. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Hon.  Vm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker ,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Mississippian,  of  Biloxi. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  May  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  19th  instant  I  seized, 
for  violation  of  the  blockade,  proclaimed  and  instituted  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  the  schooner  Mississippian  of  Biloxi,  laden 
with  187  bales  of  cotton  and  4  barrels  of  turpentine,  from  Mobile, 
bound  to  Havana. 

On  boarding  her,  I  found  in  all,  six  persons,  not  one  of  whom  would 
acknowledge  himself  to  be  her  master  or  supercargo,  nor  one  among 
them  who  at  first  would  admit  that  he  spoke  or  comprehended  English. 

Her  colors  and  papers  had  no  doubt  been  thrown  overboard.  The 
only  paper  of  importance  that  I  found  was  a  permit  to  sail,  signed  by 
F.  Buchanan,  admiral.  I  supplied  her  with  provisions,  gave  her  a 
boat,  placed  a  prize  master  and  crew  on  board  of  her,  and  ordered  her 
to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

On  the  20th,  at  5:45  p.  m.,  being  about  61  miles  southeast  of  Pensa¬ 
cola  light,  we  descried  the  smoke  of  a  steamer,  gave  chase,  and  soon 
got  sight  of  the  vessel  and  gained  on  her  so  rapidly  that  she  throw 
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overboard  portions  of  her  cargo,  but  she  finally  escaped  by  favor  of 
the  night.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  steamer  was  the  Mata¬ 
gorda ,  well  known  as  a  blockade  runner  at  Havana  and  Mobile. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

•  Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  tiie  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Capture  of  the  sloop  Fashion ,  May  21+,  1863. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Morris,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  officer  in 

command  of  expedition. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

Off  Apalachicola ,  Fla. ,  May  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  Edgar  Van  Slyck,  who  commanded  a  boat  expedition  from  this 
vessel,  Avhich  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Fashion ,  having  on 
board  50  bales  of  sea-island  cotton. 

Learning  that  a  vessel  laden  with  cotton  was  45  miles  above  the 
town  of  Apalachicola,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  run  the  blockade, 
and  fearing  she  might  escape  through  Indian  Pass,  I,  on  the  23d  instant, 
dispatched  the  launch,  first  cutter,  and  a  captured  boat  under  charge 
of  Mr.  Van  Slyck,  with  orders  to  capture  her  if  possible. 

The  able  manner  in  which  the  expedition  was  conducted,  the  river 
being  very  narrow,  current  strong,  and  the  sloop  in  the  vicinity  of  an 
encampment,  reflects  great  credit  upon  Mr.  Van  Slyck. 

The  sloop  tender  Brockenborough  was  within  signal  distance  of  this 
vessel  when  the  capture  was  made  by  the  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Slyck,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

Apalachicola  Bay ,  May  26,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  23d  of  May,  I  took  the 
launch,  Assistant  Paymaster  George  A.  Sawyer  with  the  first  cutter, 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  William  F.  Raynolds  with  a  captured  boat, 
carrying  [in]  all  41  men,  and  proceeded  up  Apalachicola  River,  intend¬ 
ing  to  capture  the  sloop  Fashion,  loaded  with  50  bales  of  sea-island 
cotton. 

As  I  learned  Fort  Gadsden  contained  a  number  of  troops,  I  deemed 
it  necessary  to  pass  under  cover  of  the  night.  The  current  being  very 
strong  against  us,  compelled  a  prolonged  pull  of  eight  hours.  We  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  passing  at  2  o’clock  after  midnight  of  the  24th  without  being 
discovered.  At  10  a.  m.  we  reached  Canida  Creek,  45  miles  up  the 
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river,  at  which  place,  after  proceeding  2  miles  up  and  satisfying  our¬ 
selves  that  it  was  impossible  for  a  sloop  to  go  farther,  we  commenced 
our  return.  At  Devil’s  Elbow  we  saw  where  the  vessel  had  been 
repaired,  and  burned  everything  there.  Farther  down  the  river  we 
saw  a  barge,  which  indicated  the  near  whereabouts  of  the  sloop. 
After  sending  William  E.  Raynolds  in  the  captured  boat  to  the  mouth 
and  up  Owl  Creek,  I,  with  the  launch,  and  Assistant  Paymaster 
George  A.  Sawyer  with  the  first  cutter,  proceeded  2  miles  up  the  first 
creek  above  Owl  Creek,  where  we  discovered  and  captured  her  with¬ 
out  any  resistance.  We  learned  a  rebel  camp  was  within  6  miles  and 
of  easy  access  to  her  defense.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  at  that  time 
our  surprise  was  complete.  After  one  discharge  of  the  12-pounder 
howitzer,  we  immediately  cut  her  lines  and  vigorously  towed  her  from 
the  creek  to  the  river,  where  we  burned  the  barge,  and  proceeded  on 
our  return.  In  passing  Fort  Gadsden  we  fired  one  discharge  of  can- 
nister  but  elicited  no  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  officers  George  A.  Sawyer  and  William  F. 
Raynolds  rendered  me  all  the  assistance  possible,  both  with  advice  and 
energy;  also  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  patient  endurance  and  meri¬ 
torious  zeal  of  all  the  men  under  my  charge,  having  during  the  week 
pulled  200  miles  against  and  with  a  current  of  3  miles  per  hour.  At  7 
o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  25th  arrived  alongside  of  the  vessel  with  no 
casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Edgar  Van  Slyck,] 

Acting  Master. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  U.  Morris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Port  Royal, 
regarding  disposition  of  cotton  captured. 

II.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

Off  Apalachicola ,  Fla. ,  June  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  May  11.  I  send  by  the  Hendrick  Hudson  “Master’s  Mate 
William  F.  Raynolds,  attached  to  this  vessel,  in  charge  of  49  bales  of 
sea-island  cotton,  recently  captured  in  the  sloop  Fashion.  I  have 
detained  the  sloop  here,  as  I  do  not  consider  her  seaworthy.  I  also 
send  under  his  charge  five  prisoners,  viz:  A.  W.  Babcock,  Confeder¬ 
ate  mail  agent;  William  Austin,  Confederate  soldier;  George  Ashey, 
Confederate  soldier;  A.  W.  Wing,  who,  I  understand,  has  been 
engaged  superintending  the  obstructions  on  the  river  and  working  on 
the  batteries;  James  Silva,  captain  of  the  captured  sloop  Fashion.  I 
read  the  contents  of  the  captured  mail  bag  and  only  found  three  letters 
which  contained  news  of  importance.  Those,  with  the  rebel  news¬ 
papers,  I  enclose  to  you.  The  remainder,  being  simply  private  letters, 
I  sent  on  shore.  I  also  sent  down  the  refugees. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieutenant  -  Commarider ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master.  Van  Sice ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Sunflower ,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf 

Squadron. 

IT.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  May  35,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  the  above  steamer 
under  my  command  at  this  port  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  instant, 
and  my  reporting  to  Acting'  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  for  duty,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  order  bearing  date  April  22. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign 
Gill,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eugenie,  to  proceed  with 
that  vessel  to  Mobile,  Ala. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  Alay  36,  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  proceed  with  her  direct  to  Mobile,  and  report  to  Captain 
5.  R.  Goldsborough. 

Should  you  fall  in  with  any  vessel  that  has  run  the  blockade  or  that 
may  intend  doing  so,  you  will  seize  her  and  send  her  in  for  adj  udication. 

I  enclose  printed  circulars,  showing  forth  your  authority  and  duties 
in  the  matter  of  examining  vessels  at  sea  and  seizing  them  as  prizes 
of  war. 


Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 


Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg .  Sqioadron. 
Acting  Ensign  C.  C.  Gill,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steam  Tended'  Eugenie. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  Van  Sice,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sunflower,  regard¬ 
ing  the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  Alay  37,  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  proceed  with  her  to  cruise  to  the  northward  and  westward  of 
the  Tortugas.  The  general  limits  of  your  cruising  ground  will  be 
between  25°  and  26°  30,  north  latitude  and  between  83  and  84°  30'  west 
longitude,  although  in  chase  of  anything  there  are  no  limits  other  than 
the  jurisdiction  of  foreign  governments.  You  will  be  vigilant  to  over¬ 
haul  and  examine  all  vessels  you  may  fall  in  with,  and  to  seize  and 
send  in  for  adjudication  all  such  as  may  have  violated  the  blockade  or 
as  may  afford  a  reasonable  ground  of  presumption  that  they  intend 
doing  so. 
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You  will  put  into  the  Tortugas  for  supplies  of  coal  and  water,  until 
obliged  to  return  to  this  port  for  provisions.  The  quartermaster  at 
Fort  Jefferson  has  been  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  fur¬ 
nish  you  with  these  articles. 

While  cruising  you  will  be  as  economical  with  your  coal  as  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  an  instant  readiness  to  chase  any  vessel  that  may  come 
in  sight,  with  a  view  to  remaining  as  long  as  possible  at  sea. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blckg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Edw.  Van  Sice,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Sunflower. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  JR  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
successful  cruises  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  De  Soto  and  Huntsville. 

No.  186.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  May  28,  1863. 

Sir:  It  has  been  the  good  fortune  of  one  of  my  squadron,  the 
De  Soto ,  to  fall  in  with  the  notorious  blockade-running  steamer  Cuba. 
While  cruising  in  the  Gulf  on  the  17th  instant,  Captain  Walker,  of  the 
De  Soto,  discovering  the  smoke  of  a  steamer,  stood  for  it,  and  bv  his 
superior  speed  succeeded,  after  a  chase  of  six  hours,  in  overhauling 
her.  Finding  that  a  capture  was  inevitable,  the  men  and  officers  of 
the  Cuba  set  fire  to  that  vessel  before  she  could  be  boarded  from  the 
De  Soto  and  abandoned  her.  Efforts  were  made  to  put  out  the  tire, 
but  without  success,  and  after  burning  half  an  hour  the  Cuba  went 
down.  Her  cargo  cost  $400, 000  in  specie  at  Havana,  and  was  wTorth 
at  Mobile  a  million  and  a  quarter.  This  cruise  of  the  De  Soto  resulted 
also  in  the  capture  [of]  seven  vessels.  Four  of  these  were  captured 
on  the  same  day,  the  25th  ultimo,  sailing  together  from  Mobile  to 
Havana.  They  had  but  one  navigator.  Their  names  were  the  Rapid 
and  General  Prim,  schooners,  and  the  Bright  and  Jane  Adelie , 
sloops,  and  all  were  loaded  with  cotton.  On  the  26th  (the  succeeding 
day)  the  De  Soto  captured  the  schooner  Clarita,  and  on  the  13th 
instant  the.  schooner  Sea  Bird.  A  few  days  since  she  made  her 
seventh  prize,  the  Mississippian ,  loaded  with  187  bales  of  cotton. 
She  has  just  returned  to  this  port  for  coal. 

The  Huntsville  returned  to  this  port  a  few  days  since  after  a  cruise 
of  much  interest.  On  the  4th  instant  she  gave  chase  to  the  steamer 
Eugenia  (since  captured  by  the  blockading  fleet  off  Mobile),  but  after 
a  chase  of  142  miles  lost  sight  of  her  in  the  darkness.  On  the  13th 
instant  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Rogers,  commanding  the 
Huntsville,  captured  the  schooner  A.  J.  Hodge,  bound  into  Mobile 
from  Nassau.  On  the  16th  he  gave  chase  to  the  Cuba ,  which  escaped 
him  by  superior  speed,  but  ran  into  the  track  of  the  De  Soto,  by  which 
she  was  destroyed,  as  above  stated.  On  the  19th  of  May,  Captain 
Rogers  overhauled  and  captured  the  steamer  Union,  bound  to  Mobile. 
Ihe  capture  of  these  vessels  and  others  has  throwui  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  upon  our  hands.  Wre  have  no  fit  place  to  confine  them,  nor 
could  they  accommodate  them  at  the  fort.  The  supply  steamers  com¬ 
municate  at  long  intervals,  and  it  therefore  became  necessary  to 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


451 


release  them,  and  they  are  now  at  large  on  the  island.  Many  of  the 
captains  and  supercargoes  of  the  blockade-running  vessels  have  been 
cap tuied  for  the  second  or  third  time,  and  for  the  lack  of  proper 
piison  accommodations  have  been  released.  I  commend  this  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Department.  Since  I  took  command  43 
vessels  have  been  captured  by  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  and  declared 
good  prizes;  others  have  been  released  by  the  court,  and  others  still 
destroyed  at  Indian  River  and  other  places  along  the  coast. 

Many  prizes  have  been  sent  in  by  the  West  India  and  West  Gulf 
squadrons,  making  the  number  that  have  come  in  for  adjudication 
since  January  1,  1863,  to  be  70. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker ,  U.  S.  No  a  n/,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  De 
Soto ,  regarding  prisoners  captured  in  prizes  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Key  West ,  May  3 9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  There  are  now  remaining  on  board  this  ship  22  prisoners,  who, 
in  addition  to  those  heretofore  sent  in,  make  in  all  66  men  captured  by 
me  in  this  ship  since  her  departure  from  this  port  on  the  17th  ultimo. 

Among  these  are  experienced  navigators,  men  familiar  with  all  the 
coasts  of  the  Gulf,  daring  seamen,  capable  engineers,  skillful  artisans, 
etc.;  in  fine,  aftercareful  reflection,  I  am  satisfied  that,  considering  the 
present  state  of  the  country,  it  would  be  difficult  to  select  an  equal 
number  of  men  whose  services  might  be  more  important  to  the  public 
enemy,  whose  appreciation  of  their  value  is.  attested  by  the  high  rates 
of  compensation  at  which  many  of  them  have  been  employed,  of  which 
I  have  presented  the  most  conclusive  testimony. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Reqoort  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
opinion  of  court  of  enquiry  regarding  the  wreck  of  the  U.  S.  bark 
Amanda .,  in  St.  George’s  Sound ,  May  39,  1863. 

Nos.  207.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West ,  June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  enquiry  into 
the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda. 

I  have  not  ordered  a  general  court-martial  in  the  case,  partly  because 
great  injury  would  result  to  the  public  service  and  partly  because  it 
would  seem  unnecessary  in  view  of  the  act  of  Congress  (No.  165) 
approved  July  17,  1862,  section  17. 


452 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


I  have  ordered  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  E.  Welch,  late 
commanding  officer  of  the  Amanda ,  to  return  north  by  the  first  public 
conveyance  and  report  to  the  Department  by  letter  on  his  arrival,  and 
I  was  hesitating  whether  to  do  the  same  with  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  David  Cate,  commanding  the  steamer  Hendrick  Hudson ,  not 
only  on  account  of  his  inefficiency  on  the  occasion  of  the  AmandcCs 
disaster  (as  set  forth  in  the  record  of  the  court  of  enquiry),  but  also 
on  account  of  the  general  disorganization  of  his  own  vessel,  when  he 
relieved  me  from  my  embarrassment  by  applying  for  leave  of  absence 
on  the  ground  of  a  probable  loss  otherwise  of  from  $6,000  to  $10,000. 
I  have  accordingly  ordered  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  J.  McDougal  to 
the  command  of  the  Hudson ,  and  would  request  that  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Cate  be  not  returned  to  this  squadron. 

I  have  also  ordered  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  B.  Southworth, 
late  of  the  Amanda ,  to  go  north  for  the  settlement  of  his  accounts; 
and  at  his  request  have  allowed  his  steward,  although  an  enlisted  man, 
to  accompany  him. 

Two  other  officers  of  the  Amanda ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Howard  and  Acting  Master  Joseph  E.  Jones,  1  have  ordered,  at 
the  request  of  the'U.  S.  deputy  marshal  at  this  place,  to  take  charge  of 
the  condemned  prize  schooner  John  Williams ,  loaded  with  prize  goods, 
and  take  her  to  New  York.  The  first  of  these  officers,  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Howard,  has  voluntarily  allowed  two  officers  of 
inferior  grade  to  be  put  over  his  head  as  executive  officer  of  the 
Amanda ,  while  he  has  done  duty  as  a  watch  officer.  I  can  not  therefore 
place  him  in  a  position  due  to  his  rank,  and  would  request  that  he  be 
ordered  elsewhere.  The  other,  Acting  Master  Jones,  represented  to 
me  that  his  wife  is  about  to  suffer  amputation  of  the  leg,  and  I  have 
given  him  three  weeks  leave  of  absence  after  his  arrival  at  New  York, 
with  orders  to  return  to  this  squadron,  which  order  I  hope  he  will  be 
allowed  to  obey. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Nathaniel  L.  Ledyard,  also  of  the  Amanda , 
has  been  condemned  b}^  medical  survey,  and  I  have  ordered  him  home 
with  a  recommendation  that  he  be  dropped  from  the  Navy  as  worthless. 

The  rest  of  the  Amanda? s  officers  and  men  have  been  distributed 
among  the  different  vessels  of  the  squadron,  partly  to  fill  vacancies 
occasioned  by  the  outfit  of  tenders,  and  partly  in  exchange  for  some 
whose  terms  of  service  will  shortly  expire,  and  who  will  return 
north  in  the  Magnolia.  A  few  also  have  been  transferred  to  vessels 
belonging  to  the  West  India  Squadron. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Hast  Gulf  JBlockdg .  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Magnolia,  Key  West,  June  <9,  [1863]. 

By  virtue  of  authority  contained  in  act  *  *  *  July  17,  1862,  a 

naval  court  of  enquiry  is  hereby  ordered  to  convene  at  Key  West,  on 
board  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia ,  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  10th  day 
of  J une,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  for  the  investigation  of 
the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


453 


The  court  will  be  composed  of  the  following'  officers,  any  two  of 
whom  are  empowered  to  act,  viz: 

Captain  George  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy;  Commander  H.  S.  New¬ 
comb,  U.  S.  Navy;  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  Bradford,  U.  S. 
Navy;  and  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  J.  McDougal,  U.  S.  Navy,  is 
hereby  appointed  the  judge-advocate. 

The  basis  of  the  enquiry  is  contained  in  the  accompanying  papers,  viz: 

1.  Extract  (copy)  of  a  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F. 
Grosman. 

2.  Report  from  Lieutenant-Commander  George  U.  Morris. 

3.  Report  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  E.  Welch. 

4.  Report  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Cate. 

But  the  court  will  examine  into  every  circumstance  relating  to  the 
loss  of  the  Amanda ,  and  to  the  subsequent  operations,  with  a  view  of 
showing  from  the  evidence  whether  any  blame  attaches  to  her  com¬ 
manding  officer,  to  anyone  else  on  board  of  her,  or  to  any  other  per¬ 
son  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

And  the  court  will  report  the  facts  of  the  case  as  they  believe  them 
to  be  correct  from  the  hearing  of  the  evidence;  and  also  an  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  and  expediency,  or  otherwise,  of  further  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  case. 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Opinion  of  the  court. 

Key  W  est,  June  17,  1863.  - 

Finished  with  evidence  (some  20  witnesses)  in  the  case  of  the  loss 
of  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  E.  Welch, 
near  East  Pass,  in  St.  George’s  Sound,  Florida,  May  29  last. 

Found  the  evidence  very  conflicting,  the  record  containing'  some 
104  pages. 

Recapitulated  and  commented  upon  the  same,  and  presented  a  report 
same  day  of  8  pages,  which  expressed  the  “expediency  and  propriety 
of  further  proceedings.” 

It  appears  that  this  cj'clone  was  severe  also  at  the  West  Pass,  pro¬ 
ducing  a  current  of  some  8  knots  per  hour,  which  wrecked  the  coal 
bark  Andrew  Manderson  on  Sand  Island,  and  washed  away  a  large 
pile  of  coal  here  as  at  East  Pass,  and  the  U.  S.  sloop  Brockenborougli 
was  obliged  to  run  on  shore  to  prevent  being  driven  across  the  sound 
onto  the  enemy’s  shore.  The  U.  S.  schooner  Wanderer  rode  out  the 
blow  at  sea,  but  sprung  her  foremast.  Some  200  tons  of  coal  was  lost 
and  the  guns  of  the  Amanda,  besides  some  ammunition  and  stores,  all 
of  which  ought  to  have  been  saved. 

Examined  the  following  witnesses: 

1.  Captain  Welch,  who  was  allowed  to  be  present.  [Testimony  of 
18  witnesses  omitted.] 

Result  and  opinion: 

The  court  respectfully  submit  the  accompanying  record  as  the  result 
of  their  examination  into  the  loss  of  the  IJ.  S.  bark  Amanda,  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  E.  Welch,  near  East  Pass,  in  St.  George’s 
Sound,  Florida,  May  29, 1863,  having  appended  thereto  extracts  from 
the  log  books  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson  and  bark  Amanda ,  with 
certain  notes  that  passed  between  their  commanders  upon  the  occasion. 
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From  this  evidence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  weather  and  falling  barom¬ 
eter  indicated  a  blow  for  several  days  before  it  finally  culminated  in  a 
hurricane  or  cyclone,  which  was  the  primary  cause  of  the  final  loss  of 
the  Amanda. 

It  is  also  in  evidence  that,  notwithstanding  these  unfavorable  indica¬ 
tions  and  the  severity  of  the  gale  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  May,  many 
of  the  usual  precautions  were  neglected  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel. 

For  instance,  after  the  Amanda  had  struck  on  Dog  Island  her  exec¬ 
utive  officer,  Acting  Master  J ones,  testifies  that  she  had  30  fathoms 
of  chain  in  either  chain  locker,  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
[Samuel]  Howard  testifies  that  40  fathoms  were  left  in  the  port  and 
75  fathoms  of  chain  in  the  starboard  locker. 

And,  although  the  court  are  in  some  doubt  (owing  principally  to  the 
violence  of  the  gale)  whether  the  Amanda  could  have  ridden  out  the 
blow,  even  with  the  additional  precaution  of  veering  more  cable,  back¬ 
ing  anchors,  sending  down  yards,  masts,  etc.,  yet,  from  the  partially 
sheltered  cove  in  which  she  lay,  the  good  holding  ground,  and  the 
length  of  time  one  of  her  anchors  had  been  embedded  in  the  mud,  she 
may  possibly  have  held  on,  and  the  court  think  it  not  only  unfortunate, 
but  highly  culpable,  that  these  precautions  were  not  taken. 

While  on  shore  on  Dog  Island,  and  after  being  driven  off  by  a 
sudden  change  of  wind  and  driving  across  the  sound  toward  the  main¬ 
land,  the  evidence  is  conflicting  in  regard  to  her  condition,  her  manner 
of  driving,  as  well  as  whether  she  was  dragging  one  or  more  anchors. 

The  court  are  therefore  still  in  doubt  whether  during  this  time  (a 
period  of  from  one  to  one  and  one-half  hours,  according  to  the  testi¬ 
mony)  any  additional  precautions  would  have  brought  her  up. 

It  appears  that  the  stream  anchor  was  let  go  during  this  time  and 
the  hawsers  attached  to  it  immediately  parted,  and  she  finally  struck 
a  second  time  on  the  shoal  flats  of  the  mainland,  where,  from  the  com¬ 
bined  effects  of  the  hurricane  and  high  water,  she  was  finally  left 
standing  in  an  upright  position  some  200  to  300  yards  from  the  beach, 
with  her  head  to  the  eastward  and  her  port  batter}^  commanding  the 
shore,  having  the  Hendrick  Hudson  in  company  to  afford  protection 
in  case  of  necessity. 

The  court  are  unable  from  these  facts,  or  anything  adduced  in  the 
testimony,  to  see  any  justifiable  reason  for  abandoning  and  destroying 
the  Amanda ,  and  much  less  for  doing  this  until  her  battery  and  every¬ 
thing  of  value  had  been  removed  from  her. 

From  anything  that  appears  to  the  contrary  in  the  evidence,  or 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  court,  she  might  have  maintained  her 
position  without  the  assistance  of  the  Hendrick  Hudson,  and  with  her 
battery  of  six  32s  of  42  hundredweight,  one  20-pound  Parrott  rifle,  and 
a  12-pounder  howitzer  defied  all  the  guns  the  rebels  could  have  prob¬ 
ably  brought  against  her  for  a  week,  if  not  for  a  month. 

There  is  no  evidence  other  than  of  Captain  Welch  that  any  consid¬ 
erable  number  of  rebels  were  seen  from  the  Amanda ,  and  from  the 
weight  of  testimony  it  is  doubtful  if  they  were  armed.  No  artillery 
was  seen,  and  from  the  testimony  of  the  executive  officer  of  the 
Amanda  there  was  no  military  force  known  to  be  stationed  nearer  than 
Shell  Point,  some  40  miles  distant,  and  these  had  nothing  larger  than 
6-pounder  fieldpieces.  It  is  well  known  that  the  country  adjacent  is 
low  and  marshy,  intersected  by  crooked  rivers  and  bayous,  making  it 
difficult  to  transport  men  and  supplies,  much  less  heavy  guns,  and  if 
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it  had  been  possible  for  the  cavalry  force,  before  alluded  to,  with  their 
small  guns  to  have  occupied  the  most  advantageous  point  on  the  main¬ 
land  near  the  wreck  (known  as  Topsail  Bluff  and  distant  about  1  mile) 
two  days  after  the  wreck,  the  court  do  not  believe  that  they  could  have 
done  any  harm,  or  for  any  time  withstood  the  replies  of  the  Amanda's 
guns. 

How  far  this  catastrophe  may  have  finally  been  brought  about  or 
influenced  by  the  apparent  indecision  of  Captain  Cate,  who  was  the 
senior  officer  present  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick,  Hudson , 
may  better  appear  by  reference  to  the  record  and  the  notes  appended 
thereto. 

Although  Captain  Welch  appears  finally  to  have  assumed  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  not  only  destroying  his  guns,  but  of  firing  and  abandoning 
his  vessel,  it  does  not  satisfactorily  appear  to  the  court  that  Captain 
Cate  sufficiently  interested  himself  in  preventing  this,  either  by  taking 
and  preserving  a  nearer  position  to  the  wreck,  or  by  giving  some  defi¬ 
nite  and  decided  orders  after  or  while  on  board  of  the  Amanda ,  thereby 
tacitly  consenting  to  his  junior  assuming  responsibility  that  more 
properly  belonged  to  him,  Captain  Cate. 

What  took  place  subsequently  on  board  of  the  Hendrick  Hudson ,  on 
her  spar  deck  and  in  the  presence  of  all  hands — see  the  record — (and 
which,  under  the  precept,  became  a  proper  subject  of  enquiry)  will  go 
far  to  show  the  revising  power  the  weight  that  was  attached  to  rank 
and  seniority  in  this  instance,  and  it  does  not  satisfactorily  account 
for  the  reticence  of  Captain  Cate  of  assuming  all  his  prerogatives,  but 
will,  to  a  certain  extent,  account  for  and  palliate  the  only  instance  of 
insubordination  reported  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the  Amanda's  crew. 

►Such  a  public  and  disgraceful  exhibition  is  destructive  to  all  order 
and  discipline  on  shipboard,  and  the  court  hope  and  believe  of  very 
rare  occurrence  in  our  Navy.  So  far  as  the  language  of  Captain  Cate 
applied  to  his  senior  officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  (who  was 
not  present  at  the  time),  he  is  exonerated  by  a  note  from  the  latter, 
who  is  not  willing  to  believe  he  applied  such  language  to  him,  and  no 
other  witness  but  Captain  Welch  appears  to  have  heard  it. 

Having  thus  fully  examined  into  and  presented  the  main  points  in 
this  case,  the  court  will  not  perhaps  be  expected  to  indicate  more 
decidedly  than  they  have  al ready  done  an  opinion  of  its  merits. 

They  certainly  think  it  both  “expedient  and  proper”  that  further 
proceedings  should  follow,  therefore  venture  to  submit  it  with  the 
remark  that  both  Captain  Cate  and  Captain  Welch  have  testified  to  the 
faithful  performance  of  duty  on  the  part  of  their  respective  officers  and 
crew  throughout  this  gale. 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain ,,  U.  S.  Navy ,  and  President  of  the  Court. 

Chas.  J.  McDougal, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Judge- Advocate. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Crosman,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Somerset,  regarding  an  examination  of  U.  S.  bark  Amanda, 
wrecked  May  29,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

Past  Pass,  St.  George's  Sound ,  June  3,  1863. 
Sir:  Upon  the  29th  ultimo  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Morris  to  proceed  to  this  place,  relieve  the  Hudson,  send  that  steamer 
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to  report  to  him,  and  also  furnish  all  possible  information  relating  to 
the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  orders. 

I  arrived  upon  the  31st  ultimo  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Hudson  was  sent  by 
me  to  West  Pass  upon  the  1st  of  June.  Up  to  that  date  I  had  not 
succeeded  in  forming  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  action  taken  by  Act¬ 
ing  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Welch  in  destroying  the  vessel 
under  his  command,  and  shall,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  received 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Morris,  send  a  boat  to  him  with  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  report  1  make  to  you. 

Yesterday  I  took  my  steamer  up  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Topsail 
Bluff.  I  lowered  two  boats  and  visited  the  wreck.  She  was  in  18 
inches  of  water,  lay  within  150  yards  of  the  shore,  broadside  to,  and 
could  not  have  brought  her  guns  to  bear  upon  Topsail  Bluff,  which 
was  upon  her  port  quarter,  where  Lieutenant  Welch  informs  me  he 
saw  apparent  preparations  to  erect  a  battery,  which,  from  the  situation 
of  his  ship,  would  have  raked  a  defenseless  vessel. 

The  tide  ebbed  and  flowed  in  the  ship,  her  chains  were  parted,  and 
the  Hudson  lay  so  far  off  that  her  Parrott  rifle  could  not  reach  the 
shore.  There  was  no  chance  of  saving  the  ship  herself. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Welch  will  make  his 
report  to  you  in  person,  and  I  presume  it  is  supererogatory  in  me  to 
dwell  upon  this  circumstance. 

The  six  32s.,  a  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  the  water  tanks,  some 
casks  and  spars  which  remain  lashed  together  as  a  raft  since  the  blow¬ 
ing  up  of  the  bark,  I  am  going  to  try  to  save.  The  copper  and  part  of 
the  chains  I  think  may  also  be  secured. 

******  * 

Acting  V olunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Welch  goes  to  Key  West 
in  the  Wanderer.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Amanda  go  down  in 
the  Hudson  to  report  to  you. 

I  request  you  will  [be]  pleased  to  continue  me  at  East  Pass  in  an 
independent  and  not  a  subordinate  position,  giving  me  control  of  the 
waters  of  this  part  of  St.  George’s  Sound. 

I  am  still  anxious  to  do  something  at  St.  Marks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodobus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Crosman ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Somerset ,  regarding  the  conduct  of  that  vessel  in  a  violent 
gale. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

West  Pass,  St.  Georgds  Sound ,  May  30,  1863. 
Sir:  *  *  *  On  the  night  of  the  25th  it  commenced  to  blow 
freshly  from  the  eastward  and  northeast.  On  the  26th  the  wind  steadily 
increased  in  force.  In  the  afternoon  I  let  go  my  second  anchor.  The 
wind  still  increased  in  violence,  but  yet  remained  at  the  same  point  of  the 
compass.  On  the  27th  it  was  blowing  a  violent  gale.  The  bark  Man- 
derson  was  on  shore.  Boats  could  not  live  and  no  opportunity  of  aid¬ 
ing  her  existed.  All  the  lighters  and  small  craft  were  driven  on  shore 
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or  went  down  at  their  anchors.  A  splendid  lifeboat  given  me  by  the 
Circassian ,  securely  moored  to  a  pile  driven  into  the  mud  by  a  pile 
driver,  which  pile  was  9  inches  in  diameter,  broke  the  stake  off  and 
was  driven  on  shore  and  ruined.  The  Brockenborough  had  to  be 
beached  to  save  her  crew. 

The  wind  increased  to  almost  a  hurricane.  The  Port  Royal  com¬ 
menced  to  drag  and  went  astern  some  300  yards.  I  let  go  my  last 
spare  anchor,  and  veered  to  the  bitter  end 'of  my  starboard  bower, 
bringing  an  equal  strain  upon  all  chains.  I  was  now  convinced  this 
was  a  cyclone,  and  from  the  wind’s  holding  the  same  direction  and 
increasing  in  force,  that  we  were  right  in  the  path  of  the  storm,  which 
must  have  been  approaching  us  in  a  N.  W.  direction. 

(My  supposition  became  conviction  when,  after  the  gale  subsided  a 
little,  the  wind  came  out  from  W.  It  was  then  daylight;  I  got  all  my 
anchors  as  quickly  as  possible  and  during  the  light  wind  shifted  my 
berth  to  the  E.  N.  E.  of  Sand  Island.  Here  I  let  go  all  three  anchors, 
veered  my  whole  scope,  and  rode  out  comfortably  the  other  half  of  the 
gale  from  S.  W.) 

At  S  on  the  night  of  the  27th  I  started  my  engine  and  kept  it  work¬ 
ing  at  its  full  stroke,  yet  the  chains  were  like  harp  strings.  Fearful 
tlie  bitts  would  give  wajq  I  took  the  end  of  my  best  bower  chain  down 
the  fire-room  hatch  through  a  hole  cut  in  the  bulkhead  separating  the 
fire  room  from  the  fore  peak,  up  around  two  beams  and  a  carline 
through  the  fore  timbers  and  clinched  the  end  to  its  own  part.  The 
floor  timbers  are  too  slight  to  be  relied  upon  as  a  fastening-  for  the 
chains. 

From  10  until  2:30  it  blew  a  hurricane.  Whole  seas  came  over  the 
bows.  Everything  was  battened  down  forward,  and  the  deck  was 
flooded  constantly.  The  gangway  doors  were  nailed  with  bucklers,  yet 
the  sea  stove  them  from  their  hinges,  and  I  was  obliged  to  place  shores 
against  them,  the  ends  being-  cleated.to  the  deck.  The  squalls  were 
terrific  and  it  seemed  impossible  for  anything  to  stand  their  violence. 

There  was  hardly  any  lull  between  them  and  this  was  merely  a  very 
slight  slacking  down.  The  tide  or  current  caused  by  the  water  being 
all  blown  toward  this  pass,  rushed  past  at  the  rate  of  8  knots. 

It  was  impossible  to  touch  bottom  with  the  heaviest  boat  grapnel 
lashed  to  a  32-pounder  shot. 

By  good  luck  a  fire  was  burning  on  shore,  and  compass  bearings  told 
me  through  the  night,  as  the  faint  glimmer  shone  through  the  spray, 
that  we  had  not  moved. 

At  daylight  I  found  the  Somerset  had  not  dragged  a  particle,  and 
after  the  other  half  of  the  gale  had  subsided,  I  found  the  only  injury 
she  had  sustained  was  some  two  or  three  of  the  five  sponsons  under  the 
bow  slightly  splintered.  These  I  have  since  removed  and  replaced  with 
good  and  stouter  ones. 

I  have  been  thus  verbose,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be  gi-atifying  to  you 
to  learn  that  the  Somerset  proves  to  be  so  staunch.  At  sea  it  is  a  dif¬ 
ferent  matter. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  .* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Rejyort  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
urgent  need  of  reinforcements  for  his  command. 


No.  188.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  May  30,  1863. 


Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  April  28, 1  would  ask  to  be  informed 
if  it  is  the  policy  and  intention  of  the  Department  to  grant  my  request 
for  the  reinforcement  of  this  squadron,  as  otherwise  1  wish  to  avail 
myself  of  additional  tenders,  although  less  efficient  for  my  purposes. 

The  steam  tug  Sunflower  has  arrived  out  on  the  station,  and  although 
of  12-feet  draft  and  carrying  but  live  days’  fuel  and  ten  days’  water,  1 
have  sent  her  to  cruise  within  a  hundred  miles  to  the  northwest  of  the 
Tortugas,  at  which  place  she  can  get  supplies  of  coal  and  water,  until 
obliged  to  return  here  for  provisions.  But,  although  I  hope  she  may 
do  good  service  there,  it  would  embarrass  me  to  employ  profitably 
another  similar  vessel  with  the  same  defects.  It  is  essential  that  the 
offshore  cruisers  between  the  Tortugas  and  Mobile,  and  within  that 
line  (by  whom  nearly  all  the  captures  are  made),  should  be  able  to  keep 
at  sea  the  greater  part  of  the  time;  and  the  inshore  cruisers  on  this  coast 
must  combine  with  this  quality  a  light  draft  of  water. 

Of  course  I  would  prefer  the  reinforcements  to  be  sent  out  from  the 
North,  where  their  armament  and  outfit  can  be  more  efficiently  sup¬ 
plied  and  arranged;  but  should  I  be  compelled  to  resort  to  the  more 
imperfect  expedient  of  purchasing  additional  tenders,  I  shall  require 
at  least  20  seamen,  25  ordinary  seamen,  and  55  landsmen  to  be  sent 
out  to  me.  Indeed,  several  of  the  vessels  are  already  short  of  their 
complement  of  men,  partly  from  furnishing  crews  for  their  tenders 
and  partly  from  sending  home  their  sick;  and  I  would  request  that 
one-fourth  of  these  numbers  be  sent  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

If,  in  addition  to  this,  the  Department  would  order  a  band  to  be 
brought  out  in  the  flagship,  I  should  not  only  be  gratified,  but,  judg¬ 
ing  from  the  statistics  of  the  British  army  and  navy,  1  am  of  opinion 
that  important  hygienic  results  would  be  secured  for  her  ship’s  com¬ 
pany,  which,  in  this  climate,  is  well  worthy  of  serious  consideration; 
but  I  would  not  desire  a  band  to  the  exclusion  of  other  recruits. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  Bast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Sice,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S. 
Sunflower ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Echo , 
from  Matamoras ,  Mexico. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

Lat.  85°  39'  N,  Long.  83°  £ 7 '  IF,  May  31,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4:45  this  morning  made  a 
sail  bearing  N.  W.  by  N.,  standing  to  the  southward  and  eastward; 
immediately  gave  chase,  and  at  5:30  came  up  to  him  and  fired  a  blank 
cartridge,  when  he  hove  to,  but  did  not  set  any  colors  until  after  being 
boarded,  when  he  set  the  English  flag.  Sent  an  officer  with  boat’s  crew 
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on  board.  The  captain  of  her  then  came  on  board  with  his  papers. 
She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Echo ,  of  Halifax,  from  Matamoras, 
cleared  for  New  York,  with  185  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  60  bales  of 
which  purporting  to  belong-  to  the  captain  were  certified  on  the  invoice 
by  the  American  consul.  The  other  125  bales  there  is  no  invoice  for 
and  no  American  consul’s  certificate.  This,  together  with  his  having- 
seven  passengers  on  board,  while  his  clearance  only  calls  for  five  (the 
excess  of  two  being-  a  Dr.  Farmer  and  wife  from  Texas),  also  from 
other  conflicting  stories,  induced  me  to  take  him  in.  When  the  cap¬ 
tain  first  came  on  board  he  was  very  much  agitated  when  I  asked 
him  for  the  certificate  for  the  125  bales.  He  then  said  that  it  belonged 
to  the  British  consul,  afterwards  that  it  belonged  to  a  party  in  New 
York,  and  still  later  that  he  did  not  know  to  whom  it  belonged.  He 
also  complained  very  much  at  my  towing  him  in  to  Key  West  (it  being- 
calm),  although  some  time  afterwards  he  said  he  intended  to  go  into 
Key  West  for  supplies.  Dr.  Farmer  pretends  to  be  a  refugee  South¬ 
ern  Union  man,  and  says  that  the  captains  of  the  vessel,  she  having- 
two  pretending  to  be  brothers,  are  very  strong  secessionists,  especially 
the  younger  one.  At  the  time  of  the  capture  there  were  no  other 
vessels  in  sight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Sta  tions  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  June  1 , 1863. 


Name. 


Commander.  Class  and  station. 


Amanda . 

Beauregard . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . . . 
Hendrick  Hudson 

Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers _ 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Port  Royal . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Welch . 

Ensign  J.  C.  Hamlin . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  W.  M.  Walker . 

Actg.  Master  I.  A.  Pennell . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley _ ; . . . 

Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . 

Vol.  Lt.W.C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Newcomb . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 


Bark.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East  Pass. 
Schooner.  Cruising  between  Suwanee 
and  Aucilla  rivers. 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  At  Key  West  coaling. 
Guard  schooner. '  At  Key  West. 
Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  East 
Pass. 

Steamer.  At  Key  West  coaling. 
Schooner.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Flagship,  Key  West. 
Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 


Pass. 


Pursuit . 

Roebuck . 

Sagamore . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes 
Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall. 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman  . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb 
Actg.  Master  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semrnes  . . . 
Actg.  Master  J.  0.  Barclay  . . 


Bark.  Indian  River. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Just  arrived  at  Key  West 
with  a  prize. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Cruising  to  northward  and 
westward  of  Tortugas. 


TENDERS. 


Ariel . 

Brocken  borough 
Ezilda . 


Schooner.  Tender  to  Magnolia;  cruis¬ 
ing  between  Molasses  Key  and  In¬ 
dian  Key. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal;  off  Apa¬ 
lachicola. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry;  off 
Cedar  Keys. 
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Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  June  1,  1863 — Continued. 


Name. 

Commandar. 

Class  and  station. 

tenders — continued. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Magnolia;  cruis¬ 
ing  between  Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Sloop.  Tenderto  Pursuit;  at KeyWest. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Tahoma;  off 
Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Dale;  cruising 
between  Boca  Grande  and  Tortugas. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Dale;  fitting  out 
at  Key  West. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  J.  S.  Chambers;  fit¬ 
ting  out  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Employed  as  lighter  at 
Key  West. 

Fox  . . 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Me  Cauley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  if.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry ,  regarding  the  capture  in  Wacccisassa  Ray 

of  the  sloop  Isabella  and  two  other  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  June  2,  1863. 

Admiral:  On  the  22d  May  we  captured  the  sloop  Isabella  in  Wac- 
casassa  Bay.  I  loaded  her  with  2,900  pounds  of  shelled  corn  and  a 
hag  of  cotton,  and  sent  her  on  the  23d  ultimo  to  Key  West  in  charge 
of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  David  Axe,  with  two  seamen  and  an  infirm 
old  prisoner. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  one  of  our  boats  captured  in  Waccasassa  Bay  a 
copper-fastened  sloop  boat;  she  was  manned  by  two  soldiers,  who 
escaped,  and  a  refugee,  who  assisted  in  the  boat’s  capture. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  I  again  sent  1113^  launch  to  cruise  in  Waccasassa 
Bay.  She  returned  this  morning  with  a  scow  loaded  with  56  bales  fair 
cotton,  averaging  over  500  pounds  each.  She  was  manned  by  four 
Confederate  soldiers,  bound  to  Bayport.  The  cotton  I  will  send  to 
Key  West  by  the  schooner  David  Faust ,  the  prisoners  by  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Beauregard. 

Having  obtained  some  information  about  the  schooner  Frolic ,  now 
lying  at  Bayport,  loaded  with  cotton,  ready  to  run  the  blockade,  I 
have  sent  my  launch  with  the  Beauregard  to  that  point,  having  made 
arrangements  with  Acting  Ensign  Hamlin  which  I  think  will  probably 
insure  her  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieut.  Comdr. ,  XT.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Bear- Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
htevens,  U.  o.  A  avy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma,  to  convoy  to 
A  ew  1  ork  the  ship  S.  R.  Mallory,  carrying  cargoes  of  prizes. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  June  3,  1863. 

Sir:  In  proceeding  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  New 
York,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  you 
will  convoy  the  ship  S.  R.  Mallory,  which  has  been  chartered  by  the 
L  .  o.  mai  shal  at  this  place  to  convey  to  New  York  the  cargoes  of  prize 
vessels,  by  order  of  the  U.  S.  district  court. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Coindg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Commander  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Sonoma. 


Circular. 

I  he  following  .order,  having  been  issued  by  the  U.  S.  district  judge 
at  this  place,  is  hereby  promulgated  for  the  information  and  guidance 
of  officers  placed  in  charge  of  prizes  and  ordered  to  this  port: 

District  Court  of  the  United  States 

for  the  Southern  District  of  Florida, 

June  4,  1863. 

Ordered,  That  whenever  a  capture  is  reported  to  one  of  the  prize  commissioners, 
he  shall  go  on  board  the  vessel,  seal  up  the  hatches,  and  see  that  the  vessel  is  prop¬ 
erly  anchored.  The  personal  baggage  of  the  master,  crew,  and  passengers,  consist¬ 
ing  of  their  wearing  apparel  and  pocket  money  for  immediate  expenses  (not  exceeding 
for  the  master  or  any  passenger  $25,  and  for  any  of  the  crew  $15  each),  shall  be 
restored  to  them  at  the  time  they  leave  the  vessel.  No  whole  pieces  of  goods,  nor 
whole  packages  of  merchandise,  nor  anything  else  that  is  not  properly  denominated 
personal  baggage  for  the  use  of  the  party,  shall  be  restored  by  the  commissioner. 
He  shall  take  charge  of  the  chronometer  and  other  instruments  of  navigation,  and 
gather  together  the  loose  effects  and  put  them  in  store  under  his  own  charge.  No 
application  for  the  restoration  of  any  other  articles  than  those  herein  permitted  to  be 
restored  by  the  prize  commissioner  will  be  heard  by  the  judge  except  in  open  court, 
on  a  claim  filed. 

William  Marvin,  Judge. 

All  officers  of  the  Navy  bringing  prizes  to  this  port  will  yield  every 
assistance  in  their  power  to  the  prize  commissioner  for  the  due  per¬ 
formance  of  this  order,  and  will  not,  of  their  own  authority,  permit 
anything  to  be  taken  out  of  the  vessel.  When  practicable,  a  list  will 
be  prepared  by  the  captors,  before  reaching  port,  of  the  “loose  effects” 
claimed  as  private  property,  and  the  articles  will  be  marked  with  the 
claimant’s  name. 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear- Admired,  Comdg.  East  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Willcomh,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Stars  and  Stripes,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  sloop 
Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks  Bay  [. Apalachee  Bay],  Fla.,  June  J,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  sloop-rigged  sail¬ 
boat  Florida ,  June  3,  1863,  with  a  cargo  of  6  bales  of  cotton  and  1 


462 


BAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


barrel  of  tar.  She  was  captured  by  two  armed  boats  from  this  vessel, 
2  miles  inside  St.  Marks  light-house,  while  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade.  The  captain  and  crew  jumped  overboard  and  escaped.  No 
colors  found  on  board.  No  other  vessel  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of 
her  capture. 

I  have  had  a  survey  on  the  sloop  and  find  her  unfit  to  proceed  to 
Key  W est.  I  therefore  send  her  cargo  and  papers  on  board  the  U ..  S.  S. 
Bermuda  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  I  also  enclose^  prize  list  of 
the  officers  and  crew  attached  to  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hill ,  TT.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the 
TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks  Bay ,  Fla.,  June  J±.  1863. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  capture  of  the 
sloop  Florida ,  of  St.  Marks,  Fla. : 

According  to  your  order  of  June  3,  1863,  I,  accompanied  by  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon  Benjamin  Marshall,  Acting  Master  George  Ashbury, 
and  Master’s  Mate  Henry  B.  Conklin,  proceeded  with  the  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  cutters  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Marks  Kiver,  where  we  discovered  the 
Florida  at  anchor  about  2  miles  above.  Immediately  upon  perceiving 
us  she  got  underway,  endeavoring  to  escape  up  the  river.  We  fol¬ 
lowed  in  pursuit,  and  after  a  two  hours’  chase  succeeded  in  capturing 
her,  the  crew  escaping  by  running  the  vessel  ashore.  She  proved  to 
be  a  small  sloop  loaded  with  6  bales  of  cotton  and  a  half  barrel  of 
tar,  and  bound  to  Havana.  On  our  way  back  we  discovered  about  50 
mounted  rebels  stationed  upon  Light-House  Point,  near  which  we 
must  pass,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  intercepting  us,  but  owing 
to  two  well-directed  shots  from  the  steamer  they  fled  in  all  directions, 
enabling  us  to  reach  the  ship  in  safety. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  Hill, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

C.  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Me  Caxdey,  TJ.  S.Navy,  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry,  regarding  the  capture  Ty  the  TJ.  S.  schooner 
Beauregard  of  a  cotton  Targe  off  Crystal  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  June  5,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  2d  instant  I  sent  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Fort  Henry’s  launch,  to  operate  in  shoal  water — to  cruise 
off  the  Crystal  River. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  (?)  June,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Crystal  River, 
the  launch  boarded  and  captured  a  cotton  barge  loaded  with  30  bales 
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upland  and  9  bales  sea-island  cotton,  and  3  men  prisoners,  who  were 
in  charge  of  the  barge. 

I  sent  the  cotton  and  prisoners  to  Key  West  per  the  U.  S.  schooner 

Beauregard. 

^  ith  this  I  forward  a  prize  list  for  57  bales  of  cotton  captured 
dune  1,  and  one  for  39  bales  captured  June  4. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington  ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Hamlin ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  capture ' of  a  cotton  large  off 
Crystal  River. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Crystal  River ,  Fla. ,  June  5 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  39  bales  of  cotton 
under  the  following  circumstances: 

From  information  received  from  Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley 
I  left  Cedar  Keys  June  2  with  a  detachment  of  1  officer  and  12  men 
from  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry ,  and  anchored  same  night  12  miles  off 
the  mouth  of  Crystal  River  and  sent  in  2  armed  boats.  On  the  night 
of  the  3d  instant  succeeded  in  capturing  a  lighter  loaded  with  30 
bales  of  upland  cotton  and  9  bales  of  sea-island  cotton.  Finding  the 
lighter  unfit  to  bring  outside,  I  ran  close  in  with  this  vessel  and  took 
the  cotton  on  deck,  then  scuttled  the  lighter.  Will  leave  immediately 
for  Key  West  with  the  cotton  and  the  crew,  consisting  of  3  men.  No 
papers  of  any  kind  found  on  board.  I  forward  the  list  of  crew  entitled 
to  share  in  the  prize. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Hamlin, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Barclay,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Wanderer , 
defining  the  cruising  ground  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  June  5 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  general  limits  of  your  cruising  ground  will  be  between 
the  parallels  of  26°  30'  and  28°  north  latitude  and  between  the  merid¬ 
ians  of  83°  and  85°  west  longitude. 

The  schooner  Fox  will  be  directed  to  cooperate  with  you  within  the 
same  limits  so  soon  as  she  is  ready  for  sea. 

Of  course  these  limits  will  not  restrain  you  when  in  chase  of 
anything. 

Respectfully, 

Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  J.  O.  Barclay,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Schooner  Wanderer. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  New 
York ,  regarding  the  U  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


Navy  Department,  June  6 ,  1863. 


Sir:  You  will  endeavor  to  have  everything  ready  in  order  that  the 
San  Jacinto  may  leave  on  the  15th  instant,  or  as  early  thereafter  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  W elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear- Adnniral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
distribution  of  the  crew  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Amanda  among  the  vessels 
of  his  command. 


No.  195.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  June  6,  1863. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Hendrick  Hudson  arrived  from  St.  George’s 
Sound  yesterday,  having  on  board  a  portion  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  bark  Amanda,  which  vessel  is  reported  to  have  been  driven 
upon  the  mainland  in  a  hurricane  beyond  the  possibility  of  getting 
her  off.  After  getting  nearly  everything  out  of  her  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  burn  her,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  deriving  any  benefit 
from  her  disaster.  I  have  received  no  detailed  report  yet  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  can  therefore  only  state  the  bare  fact;  but  of  course 
I  shall  institute  a  court  of  enquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
so  soon  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  vessel  shall  arrive. 

Meantime,  since  this  loss  leaves  the  crew  of  the  Amanda  free  to  be 
distributed  among  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron,  I  would  withdraw 
the  request  for  25  additional  men  contained  in  my  letter  of  May  30. 
If  any  remain  after  filling  all  vacancies  in  this  squadron,  I  will  furnish 
such  as  are  required  to  the  vessels  of  the  W est  India  Squadron  resort¬ 
ing  to  this  port  for  supplies. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Semmes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Tahoma,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner 
Statesman. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  June  8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  by  this  vessel 
near  Tampa  of  the  schooner  Statesman,  loaded  with  cotton,  on  the  6th 
instant,  under  the  following  circumstances: 

Extract  from  log  book,  June  6,  1863: 

From  8  to  meridian.  On  passing  Gadsden’s  Point  discovered  a  schooner  lying 
close  to  Tampa;  ran  as  near  as  possible,  when  three  armed  boats  were  sent,  in  charge 
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Officer  Harns,  Acting  Master  Moses,  Acting  Ensign  Mendall,  and  Act- 
mg  Master  s  Mate  Koehler,  to  lake  possession  of  her.  When  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  schooner  a  rifled  gun  from  the  enemy’s  battery  at  Tampa  opened  on  the  boats, 
rowing  its  projectiles  over  and  near  them,  and  kept  up  firing  until  the  schooner 
was  boarded  and  taken  possession  of  without  injuring  anybody,  though  several  shot 
struck  within  a  few  feet  of  the  boats.  Got  the  schooner  off  by  means  of  hedging 
towing,  and  using  the  sails  under  a  sharp  fire  of  a  fieldpiece  of  the  enemy  planted 
on  the  beach  near  the  schooner,  which  was  soon  silenced  by  a  few  shell  from  the 
Parrott  gun. 

She  had  no  flag  or  papers.  Her  name  on  the  stern  was  partially  covered  with 
paint. 


I  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of 
capture.  I  will  send  the  prize  to  Key  West. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  hark 
Gem  of  the  Sea ,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

At  Anchor  off  Coast  of  East  Fla.,  Led.  36°  If)' ,  June  9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order  of  May  23,  1863,  received  on  the  27th 
ultimo  per  U.  S.  bark  Pursuit ,  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that 
on  the  31st  ultimo,  after  giving  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William 
P.  Randall,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Pursuit ,  all  the  information  1 
possessed  about  Jupiter  and  Indian  River  inlets  and  the  tributary 
waters,  I  got  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  underway  and  proceeded  for  Key 
W  est. 

I  have  experienced  nothing  but  light  southeast  winds  and  calms  since 
leaving  my  station  off  Indian  River  Inlet,  and  unless  there  is  a  change 
in  the  wind  it  will  be  some  days  before  I  reach  Key  West,  as  the  cur¬ 
rent  is  running  close  in  to  the  shore  at  the  rate  of  2^  knots  per  hour, 
and  I  find  it  impossible  to  work  to  the  southward  with  any  other  wind 
but  a  leading  wind.  I  would  cross  the  Gulf  and  work  up  under  the 
Bahama  Banks  if  I  could  get  sufficient  wind  to  cross  with  without 
drifting  too  far  to  the  northward  to  strike  the  bank. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding. 

Senior  Officer  Commanding 

Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag-officers  of  the  East  and 
West  Gulf  Squadrons  regarding  the  programme  for  the  supply 
vessels. 

Navy  Department,  June  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  advise  you  of  the  following  changes  in  the  programme 
of  the  supply  vessels  in  their  trips  hereafter: 

The  Circassian  and  Bermuda  touch  at  Port  Royal,  thence  go  to 
Pensacola  and  communicate  with  all  the  vessels  of  the  Western  Gulf 

N  w  r — vol  17 - 30 


466 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Blockading  Squadron.  They  will  make  similar  communications  return¬ 
ing,  thus  avoiding  all  stations  between  Port  Rojml  and  Pensacola. 

The  Union  will  touch  at  Port  Royal,  communicate  with  all  the  sta¬ 
tions  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  and  go  as  far  as  Pensa¬ 
cola.  She  will  make  similar  communications  returning.  Should  the 
yellow  fever  appear  at  any  of  the  stations  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron, 
the  Union  will  not  go  as  far  as  Pensacola,  but  return  after  visiting  all 
the  stations  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailet, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McCauley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  LLenry ,  regarding  captures  made  off  Withlacoochee 

River. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  June  11 ,  1863. 

Admiral:  On  the  9th  instant,  off  the  Withlacoochee  River,  our  boats 
captured  a  sloop  boat,  manned  by  Henry  Kelly,  who  acknowledges 
having  several  times  successfully  run  the  blockade. 

On  the  10th  instant,  near  the  same  place,  the  boats  captured  a  skiff 
and  a  large  flat  loaded  with  250  bushels  of  corn  consigned  to  D.  Yulee 
on  the  Homosassa.  She  was  manned  by  two  men,  B.  F.  Maguire  and 
William  Hollins. 

As  directed,  I  send  the  Ezilda  for  repairs  and  forward  by  her  the 
corn  and  two  prisoners,  also  the  three  engineers,  refugees. 

I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Rear-Admiral  that  he  would 
send  me  for  a  tender  in  lieu  of  the  Ezilda  a  vessel  of  lighter  draft; 
when  ready  for  sea  she  draws  8  feet  water,  and  in  every  instance  where 
the  Ezilda  has  been  in  chase  of  blockade  runners,  the  chase  has  escaped 
her  by  running  into  shoal  water. 

Henry  Sellwood,  ordinary  seaman,  of  this  vessel,  deserted  from  his 
boat  at  Withlacoochee;  he  was  tracked  some  distance  from  the  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  U.  S.  N,  Comdg.  U  S.  S.  Fort  LLenry. 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

P.  S. — One  of  the  men  captured  on  the  corn  flat  being  an  infirm 
cripple,  I  have  landed  him  on  Way  Key. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


E.  Y.  McCauley. 
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Hevort  of  Aeting  Master  Van  Sice ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

/Sunflower,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  schooner  Push¬ 
mataha. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

Off  Tortugas,  June  13,  1863. 

Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  lying  at  Tortugas  this 
loienoon  coaling,  discovered  a  suspicious  looking  schooner  standing 
t°  the  southward  and  eastward.  Immediately  ordered  steam,  and  as 
soon  as  the  same  was  reported  ready  started  in  chase.  She  proved 
to  be  the. schooner  Pushmataha,  hailing  from  Tampico  (the  name  Tam¬ 
pico  having  been  lately  put  on  the  stern  in  a  rough  manner),  with 
some  two  oi  thiee  bales  of  cotton  in  bulk  in  hold,  and  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  having  had  cotton  on  deck.  Took  her  in  tow  for  Key  West. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Eaton,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Cir¬ 
cassian,  regarding  positions  of  vessels  requiring  provisions. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  June  13,  1863. 

Sir:  The  following  list  shows  the  position  of  vessels  belonging  to 
this  squadron  with  whom  you  will  communicate  after  leaving  this 
port:  Sagamore,  Charlotte  Harbor;  Tahorna,  Tampa  Bay;  Fort  ILenry, 
Cedar  Keys;  Stars  and  Stripes,  off  St.  Marks;  Som^erset,  East  Pass 
St.  George’s  Sound;  Port  Royal,  West  Pass  St.  George’s  Sound; 
J.  L.  Davis ,  St.  J oseph’s  Bay ;  Roebuck,  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Besides  these  there  are  the  following  with  whom  you  may  fall  in 
and  whom  3tou  will  in  that  case  supply  with  fresh  provisions,  etc. : 
Sunflower',  cruising  northward  of  Tortugas;  Fox,  cruising  off  Tampa 
Bay;  Tnx>  Sisters,  cruising  off  Bayport;  Huntsville,  cruising  at  large. 
Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  B.  Eaton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Circassian. 


Destruction  of  salt  works  on  Alligator  Bay,  June  If  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  II.  S.  Navy. 

No.  231.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  an  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  A.  F.  Grosman,  of  the  steamer  Somerset,  from  which  it 
appears  that,  after  having  devoted  about  a  week  to  saving  from  the 
wreck  of  the  Amanda  all  that  could  have  been  turned  to  account  by 
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the  enemy,  as  well  as  what  was  of  service  to  himself  (including  six  32- 
pounders,  a  quantity  of  kentledges,  253  solid  shot,  30  shells,  some 
spars  and  ironwork,  over  100  fathoms  of  chain  cable,  one  hedge,  about 
a  barrel  full  of  loose  grape  and  canister,  and  some  water  casks), 
during  which  operation  his  crew  labored  cheerfully  in  the  sun  and 
water  under  cover  of  the  Somerset's  guns,  he  next  turned  his  attention 
to  sounding  out  the  various  channels  about  the  East  Pass  of  St. 
George’s  Sound,  ascertaining  the  changes  wrought  by  the  recent  hur¬ 
ricane  and  replacing  the  buoys  that  had  been  swept  away.  Having 
satisfactorily  completed  this  work,  he  sent  the  boats  of  the  Somerset 
to  reconnoiter  the  sound  to  the  eastward,  sound  out  some  channels, 
and  specially  to  determine  the  precise  locality  of  some  extensive  salt 
works,  which  had  been  in  operation  since  the  commencement  of  the 
rebellion  near  Alligator  Bay  [Harbor].  This  duty  was  well  performed 
by  Acting  Master  Thomas  Chatfield,  and  on  the  information  gained 
Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  determined  to  attempt  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  these  salt  works.  For  this  purpose  the  Somerset  was  brought 
within  1,100  yards  of  the  shore  and  within  range  of  the  works,  the 
woods  were  shelled,  and  the  boats,  with  65  seamen  and  marines,  were 
sent  on  shore,  together  with  a  party  from  the  engineer’s  division,  armed 
with  sledge  hammers  to  break  the  salt  boilers,  all  under  the  immedi¬ 
ate  command  of  Acting  Master  Chatfield.  Those  armed  with  muskets 
were  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  the  rear  of  the  settlements  to  protect 
the  worldng  party,  who  in  their  turn  performed  the  duty  entrusted  to 
them  in  a  thorough  manner.  Four  distinct  stations  were  demolished, 
65  salt  kettles  destroyed,  more  than  200  bushels  of  salt  scattered  over 
the  sand,  and  about  30  huts  and  houses,  wdth  all  their  appurtenances 
for  constructing  and  repairing  the  works,  burned  to  the  ground. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  compliments  Acting  Master  Chat¬ 
field  upon  the  officerlike  ability^  displayed  in  the  management  of  his 
small-arms  men,  owing  to  which  and  to  the  previous  and  effective  shell¬ 
ing  of  the  woods  no  resistance  was  attempted  by  the  enemy.  Infor¬ 
mation,  however,  was  brought  that  some  cavalry  were  en  route  for  the 
place,  but  the  work  was  handsomely  accomplished  before  their  arrival, 
and  our  force  was  withdrawn  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  also  confirms  the  report  received 
directly  from  Lieutenant-Commander  George  U.  Morris,  of  the 
steamer  Port  Royal ,  and  indirectly  from  several  other  sources,  of  the 
disaster  of  the  rebel  gunboat  Chattahoochee .  Her  boiler  exploded, 
killing  and  disabling  all  on  board  but  18.  Among  the  killed  were  4 
officers.  The  vessel  is  sunk  and  shattered  past  the  possibility  of 
recovering  and  making  future  use  of  her. 

The  vigilance  and  activity  of  this  squadron  are  attested  by  the  fact, 
mentioned  in  some  intercepted  rebel  correspondence,  that  out  of  52 
vessels  which  have  left  Havana  since  the  1st  of  April  for  the  purpose 
of  running  the  blockade,  but  7  have  succeeded,  and  the  rest  have  been 
brought  into  this  port.  This  statement  speaks  well  for  the  officers 
and  men  under  my  command. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Rlockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

transmitting  reports  of  Acting  Master  Chatfield,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

East  Pass,  St.  Georges  Sound,  June  11^,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  4th  instant  I  steamed  up  toward  the  wreck'  of  the 
Amanda ,  sounding-  carefully  till  within  1,000  yards  of  the  bark, 
when  I  came  to  at  low  water  in  11  feet.  The  shore,  in  a  prolongation 
of  that  line,  was  1,200  yards  distant,  as  I  found  by  two  shots  with 
which  I  searched  the  woods. 

The  morning  of  the  5th  my  boats  got  to  work. 

I  have  landed  upon  Dog  Island,  opposite  the  steepest  part  of  the 
bank,  where  a  vessel  can  haul  in  most  easily  all  six  of  the  wrecked 
barks,  32-pounders  of  42  hundredweight,  a  quantity  of  kentledge,  253 
solid  shot,  some  spars  and  ironwork.  The  guns  have  their  cascabels 
broken  off  and  are  spiked;  30  shell,  whose  fuzes  only  are  damaged,  I 
have  re-fuzed  and  retained  for  the  use  of  this  vessel;  also,  two  chains, 
one  of  45,  the  other  of  60  fathoms,  and  a  very  small  kedge.  About  a 
barrelful  of  loose  grape  and  canister  were  also  found  among  the 
debris,  which  1  am  fitting  for  my  guns. 

Six  water  casks,  some  small  chain  belonging  to  topsail  and  topgallant 
sheets,  spars,  ironwork,  and  a  few  sheets  of  yellow  metal  were  also 
removed;  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  nothing  of  value  to  the  rebels 
now  remained  upon  the  wreck  and  that  many  of  my  men  had  received 
ugly  cuts  and  bruises  from  the  sheets  of  yellow  metal  and  composition 
spikes,  besides  having  to  work  at  times  up  to  their  waists  in  water,  I 
did  not  wreck  the  vessel  quite  so  completely  as  I  should  have  done 
otherwise. 

Nothing  remains  but  the  yellow  metal  and  the  composition  spikes, 
except  some  burned  spars  and  a  little  bent  and  twisted  ironwork. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  my  men’s  health,  in  consequence  of  having 
been  one  year  and  a  month  away  from  a  port  where  they  could  have  a 
run  on  shore,  that  the  slightest  cuts  or  bruises  turn  to  most  malignant 
sores,  and  I  have  a  number  upon  the  list  at  present,  as  well  as  several 
who  are  treated  by  the  doctor  without  being  excused  from  ordinary 
duty,  for  nothing  but  these  causes. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  the  assistant  surgeon  of  the  vessel,  written 
bjr  my  order,  relating  to  the  health  of  the  crew,  and  I  myself  request 
the  Somerset  be  allowed  a  short  respite  at  Key  West. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  this  pass,  in  attempting  to  run  in  by  the  bar 
buoy,  I  got  ashore.  No  harm  was  done  and  i  backed  off  easily  with 
the  engine  and  waited  till  the  Hudson  came  out,  when  1  followed  that 
steamer  in.  The  buoy  had  drifted  in  the  gale  more  than  a  mile  to  the 
westward. 

I  have  replaced  the  bar  buoy  in  its  original  and  proper  position  and 
have  put  down  also  the  casks  of  the  Amanda,  slung  with  stout  chain 
and  anchored  with  from  500  to  600  pounds  of  kentledge,  in  the  posi¬ 
tions  of  those  buoys  placed  here  by  the  Coast  Survey  and  still  marked 
upon  the  chart. 

I  enclose  a  tracing  of  the  pass,  the  position  of  the  wreck,  with  a  buoy 
marking  the  spot  where  the  Somerset  lay,  which  was  placed  there  by 
me  for  future  guidance. 

The  morning  of  the  12tli  I  sent  my  executive  officer,  Mr.  Chatfield, 
in  the  launch  upon  a  reconnoitering  trip  to  the  eastward,  with  instruc- 
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tions  to  sound  along  the  channel,  and  upon  the  reefs  and  shoals,  ascer¬ 
tain  the  precise  locality  of  the  salt  works,  which  have  been  in  operation 
since  the  commencement  of  this  rebellion,  and  were  said  to  be  situ¬ 
ated  in  the  vicinity  of  Alligator  Bay  [Harbor],  and  note  upon  the 
sketch  I  gave  him,  the  soundings  and  positions  of  the  various  estab¬ 
lishments. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  got  underway,  picked  my  boat  off  the 
east  end  of  Dog  Island,  stood  to  the  eastward,  felt  my  way  with  the 
lead  carefully,  and  came  to  anchor  opposite  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Bay 
[Harbor]  within  1,100  yards  of  the  shore,  and  having  within  easy  range 
of  my  guns  the  most  extensive  set  of  salt  works  I  have  yet  seen  upon 
the  coast. 

I  shelled  the  woods  and  sent  Mr.  Chatfield,  the  executive  officer  in 
command  of  all  the  boats  and  small-arms  men,  ashore  to  destroy  the 
works. 

My  boats  were  protected  with  iron  plating. 

Two  contrabands  came  down,  were  picked  up  by  a  boat  I  sent  on 
shore  after  them,  and  gave  me  some  information  relative  to  other 
works.  These  were  also  destroyed,  I  going  to  one  in  the  launch  and 
Mr.  Chatfield  finishing  the  others. 

I  enclose  his  reports. 

The  expedition  was  entirely  successful.  The  largest  range  of  works 
upon  the  coast  I  think,  which  have  been  so  long  spoken  of  as  in  the 
vicinity  of  East  Pass,  is  at  last  thoroughly  broken  up. 

Sixty-five  salt  kettles  were  destroyed,  more  than  200  bushels  of  salt 
scattered  over  the  sand,  four  distinct  stations  demolished,  and  about 
30  huts  and  houses  with  all  their  apparatus  for  constructing  and  repair¬ 
ing  the  works,  burned  to  the  ground.  We  were  not  opposed  by  any¬ 
one,  all  the  whites  having  fled.  The  horse  company,  however,  was 
expected  there  by  the  contrabands. 

Acting  Master  Chatfield  displayed  much  officer-like  ability  in  his 
management  of  the  small-arms  men  on  shore,  where  more  tact  and 
prudence  are  necessary  than  is  generally  conceded. 

One  of  the  contrabands  above  mentioned,  who  sought  protection  at 
Alligator  Bay  [Harbor],  informs  me  that  at  the  time  he  was  at  work 
near  the  obstructions  of  the  Apalachicola  River,  the  gunboat  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  came  down  to  them  with  the  intention  of  forcing  her  way 
through  and  capturing  the  Port  PoyaVs  boats,  then  upon  an  expedition 
up  that  river;  that  finding  her  means  insufficient,  that  vessel  steamed 
back  toward  the  town  of  Chattahoochee  to  get  more  boats  with  which 
to  achieve  that  object,  and,  owing  to  some  fault  of  the  engineer,  blew 
up,  killing  and  disabling  all  but  18  souls  on  board. 

His  story  is  consistent,  and  he  states  having  himself  seen  the  guns 
at  the  town  and  the  graves  of  the  men.  Four  officers  were  killed. 
One  of  the  guns  is  at  Tallahassee. 

He  also  states  that  the  officials  abandoned  for  the  present  all  attempts 
to  recover  the  spars  and  rigging,  but  devote  all  their  means  toward 
the  completion  of  the  ironclad  building  at  Columbus,  which,  according 
to  my  notion,  will  be  of  about  as  much  service  in  getting  down  the 
river  as  the  famed  Chattahoochee  itself. 

Various  reports  are  current  about  this  ironclad,  and  the  prevalent 
idea  now  is  that  she  draws  7  or  8  feet  water.  If  so,  she  can  not  cross 
the  bar  off  the  town. 
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21st  June. 

I  forward  a  letter  from  the  assistant  surgeon  of  the  vessel  stating 
the  health  of  the  crew,  and  request  that  the  Somerset  be  allowed  a  short 
respite  at  Key  West  to  recruit  their  health. 

I  he  state  of  their  blood  is  so  vitiated  that  I  think  such  a  respite  is 
requisite. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

lieutenant-  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Chatfield,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  preparatory  reconnoissance. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound ,  Fla.,  June  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  that  in  obedience  to  your  order 
of  the  11th  instant  I  fitted  out  the  ship’s  launch,  taking  with  me  10 
men,  with  provisions  for  three  days,  and  left  the  ship  at  6  o’clock  a.  m. 
on  the  morning  of  the  12th. 

Following  your  instructions,  I  proceeded  to  the  eastward,  in  the 
direction  of  Alligator  Bay  [Harbor].  At  7  a.  m.,  a  heavy  squall  com¬ 
ing  up,  I  was  obliged  to  run  into  a  small  cove  at  the  east  end  of  Dog 
Island,  where  I  anchored  and  awaited  the  passage  of  the  storm. 

At  11  a.  m. ,  the  weather  clearing  up,  I  continued  my  course  to  the 
eastward,  observing  the  locality  of  the  shoals,  taking  soundings  in 
from  fathoms  to  8  feet  water,  noting  them  upon  the  accompanying 
chart. 

At  the  distance  of  about  2  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Bay 
[Harbor]  discovered  a  range  of  salt  works,  but  was  unable  to  find  more 
than  10  feet  of  water  at  the  distance  of  1^  miles  from  the  shore. 

Reconnoitering  the  shore  at  the  distance  of  from  one-half  to  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  I  discovered  several  other  ranges  of  salt  works,  the 
most  extensive  of  which  are  situated  at  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Bay 
[Harbor],  at  which  place  there  is  good  anchorage  in  12  feet  water  at 
the  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  beach. 

Continuing  my  course  some  distance  farther  toward  South  W7est 
Cape,  and  finding  no  more  works  of  any  kind,  I  finished  my  observa¬ 
tions  at  7  p.  m.  and  worked  off  to  Dog  Island  Reef,  where,  the  wind 
being  ahead  and  the  night  coming  in  dark,  I  anchored  and  lay  until 
daylight. 

Getting  underway  at  daylight  next  morning,  I  was  on  my  passage 
returning  to  the  ship  when  I  discovered  her  underway  standing 
toward  us.  I  reported  on  board  at  8:30  o’clock  a.  m. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  an  expedition  to  break  up  the  salt  works 
would  be  attended  with  but  little  danger,  as  the  ground  is  too  open 
for  an  ambush  to  be  successful  and  the  operations  of  the  men  can  be 
conducted  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Chatfield, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Somerset ,  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron , 

East  Pass ,  St.  George's  Sound ,  Fla. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Chatfield,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset,  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

East  Pass,  St.  Georg  eh  Sound,  Fla.,  June  If  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  directing  me  to  organize  a 
landing  party  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  salt  works  at  Alli¬ 
gator  Bay  [Harbor],  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

At  12  o’clock  m.,  assisted  by  Acting  Master  Alexander  Waugh  and 
Master’s  Mate  Thomas  M.  Toombs,  1  landed  in  the  launch,  two  cutters 
and  a  spare  boat,  with  53  seamen  and  the  marine  guard,  in  all  65 
muskets,  together  with  a  party  from  the  engineer’s  division,  armed 
with  sledges  to  break  the  salt  “boilers.  Immediately  upon  landing  I 
detailed  a  working  party,  sent  out  the  marines  as  pickets,  and  deployed 
the  remainder  of  my  force  as  skirmishers  in  the  rear  of  the  huts  to 
protect  the  working  party  in  case  of  attack. 

There  were  destroyed  at  this  place  three  separate  ranges  of  works, 
in  all  45  salt  boilers,  about  200  bushels  of  salt,  and  8  buildings,  large 
and  small,  thus  thoroughly  breaking  up  the  establishments.  We  met 
with  no  opposition,  and  returned  to  the  vessel  at  3  p.  m. 

At  5  o’clock  p.  m. ,  by  your  order,  I  took  the  two  cutters  and  spare 
boat,  carrying  40  men  and  a  contraband  as  guide,  and  proceeded  about 
5  miles  up  Alligator  Bay  [Harbor],  where  I  landed  and  destroyed 
another  range  of  5  boilers  and  burned  1  building. 

Returning,  I  arrived  on  board  at  8:30  p.  m. ,  the  party  under  my 
command  having  destrojmd  9  buildings  and  50  salt  boilers  during  the 
day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Chatfield, 

Acting  Master,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Somerset ,  Eastern  Gulf  Bloekdg.  Squadron, 

East  Pass,  St.  George's  Sound,  Fla. 


Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  June  IS, 

1863. 


Name. 


Commander. 


Class  and  station. 


Beauregard . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie _ , . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea 
Hendrick  Hudson 
Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers _ 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Port  Royal . 

Pursuit . 

Roebuck . 

Restless . 


Actg.  Ensign  J.  C.  Hamlin  . . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.W.M.  Walker . 

Actg.  Master  W.  MeClintock 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley. . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter’. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  D.  Cate . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers. . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Comdr.  II.  S.  Newcomb . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt,  W.  P.  Randall. 
Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 


Schooner.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Under  orders  to  cruise  north¬ 
ward  and  westward  of  Tortugas. 

Schooner.  Guard  schooner  at  Key 
West. 

Steamer.  Blockading  at  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Returning  from  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  northward  and 
westward  of  Tortugas. 

Schooner.  Under  orders  for  West 
Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Flagship  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound,  West 
Pass. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Bark.  Blockading  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Bay. 


Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne 


Bark.  Under  orders  to  East  Pass,  St. 
George’s  Sound. 
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Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadron,  June  15,  1868 — Continued. 


Name. 

Commander. 

Class  and  station. 

Sagamore . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Steamer.  Blockading  at  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

Steamer.  Gone  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Steamer.  East  Pass  of  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Blockading  off  St.  Marks. 
Steamer.  Blockading  at  Tampa  Bay. 
Schooner.  Under  orders  for  Tampa 
Bay. 

Sunflower  . 

Actg.  Master  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 

TENDERS. 

Ariel . 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Magnolia;  cruis¬ 
ing  between  Indian  Key  and  Bahia 
Honda. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal;  cruis¬ 
ing  from  Cape  San  Bias  to  Dog 
Island. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry; 
cruising  from  the  Suwanee  River  to 
the  Withlacooche. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  the  Magnolia; 
cruising  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Cedar 
Keys. 

Brockenborough . 

Ezilda . 

Two  Sisters . 

Julia . 

Stonewall . 

to  the  eastward  of  Key  West,  inside. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Tahoma;  cruis¬ 
ing  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Dale;  repairing 
at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Dale;  cruising 
offshore  opposite  Tampa  Bay. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Sagamore;  under 
orders  to  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Schooner.  Lighter  at  Key  West. 

Annie . 

Fox . 

Rosalie . 

Carmita . 

1 

Thf.odorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Hear-  Admiral. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy ,  giving  list  of 
prizes  captured  by  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

No.  204.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West ,  June  16,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  dated  May  28  and  numbered  186  the 
following  prizes  have  been  made  by  vessels  of  this  squadron: 

May  If — A  flatboat,  with  225  bushels  corn,  by  the  Fort  Henry. 
May  <22. — Sloop  Isabella ,  no  carg-o,  by  the  Fort  Henry. 

May  62f. — Sloop  Fashion ,  49  bales  cotton,  by  the  Port  Royal. 

May  31. — Schooner  Echo ,  125  bales  cotton,  by  the  Sunflower. 

June  1. — A  scow,  56  bales  cotton,  by  the  Fort  Henry. 

June  3. — A  lig-hter,  39  bales  cotton,  by  Fort  Henry  and  Beauregard. 
June  6. — Schooner  Statesman ,  50  to  75  bales  cotton,  by  the  Tahoma. 
June  13. — Pushmataha ,  some  loose  cotton,  by  the  Sunflower. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  above  list  that  the  Fort  Henry  has  dis¬ 
played  much  activity.  The  prizes  made  by  her  have  been  the  result 
of  boat  expeditions  which  have  been  out  constantly  and  which  have 
been  attended  with  enterprise  and  incident. 

The  circumstances  attending-  the  capture  of  the  Fashion  by  the  Port 
Royal  were  detailed  in  the  reports  that  I  forwarded  some  time  since. 
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The  Sunflower  made  both  of  her  prizes  off  Tortugas.  The  last  prize, 
the  Pushmataha ,  had  thrown  over  her  cargo  before  capture. 

The  Statesman  was  cut  out  from  under  the  guns  of  a  battery  at 
Tampa  by  the  boats  of  the  Tahoma.  The  rebels  had  evidently  regarded 
this  battery,  which  mounted  among  other  pieces  a  rifled  gun,  as  afford¬ 
ing  a  complete  protection  to  the  schooner.  On  the  approach  of  the 
boats,  however,  a  fieldpiece  was  brought  to  bear  upon  them  from  the 
beach,  in  addition  to  the  battery,  and  though  many  of  the  shot  fell 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  boats,  no  person  was  struck,  and  the  schooner 
being  all  ready  for  getting  underway,  her  cable  was  slipped,  and  by 
aid  of  the  boats  and  of  her  sails  she  was  soon  out  of  range. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  '  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Conroy ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Union , 
regarding  the  transportation  of  cotton  captured  by  the  U.  S.  supply 
steamer  Circassian. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir:  The  supply  steamer  Circassian  captured,  on  the  16th  of  June, 
the  sloop  John  Wesley ,  near  St.  Marks,  with  12  bales  of  cotton.  The 
sloop  proved  unseaworthy.  The  cotton  has  been  adjudicated  by  this 
prize  court  and  condemned  as  prize  of  war.  Judge  Marvin,  of  this 
district  court,  has  made  an  order  to  have  this  cotton  shipped  to  New 
York  for  sale  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Clapp,  the  marshal  of  this  district  of 
Florida,  113  Wall  street,  New  York,  who  is  now  in  New  York  to 
attend  to  the  sale  of  prize  propert}^  condemned  here. 

T  on  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  take  this  cotton  (12  bales)  on  board 
and  deliver  the  same  to  the  marshal  aforesaid  on  your  arrival  in  New 
York. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Conroy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Union. 


Report,  of  Lieutenant- Commander  ALorris ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  infor¬ 
mation  obtained  from  a  deserter'  regarding  the  destruction  of  the 
C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

Off  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  June  18,  1863. 

1  have  the  honor  to  inform  3Tou  that  a  deserter,  calling  himself 
J.  C.  Cook,  lately  ship’s  cook  of  the  rebel  gunboat  Chattahoochee 
came  on  board  this  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant.  He 
voluntarily  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  will  send  him  to  you  by 
the  first  conveyance.  I  gain  the  following  information  from  him: 

He  says  that  he  was  conscripted  into  the  Confederate  service  on  or 
about  beptember  2,  1862;  was  taken  to  Tallahassee,  at  which  place  he 
shipped  for  the  rebel  gunboat  Chattahoochee  (being  a  seaman)  in 
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preference  to  joining  an  infantry  company.  He  remained  on  board 
said  gunboat  until  the  27th  day  of  May,  on  which  day  she  was 
destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  her  boiler.  At  12  m.  on  said  day  she 
was  lying  at  anchor  at  Blountstown  Bar  with  steam  up,  ready  to  run 
hack  to  the  town  of  Chattahoochee,  from  which  place  she  had  come  the 
day  previous.  Lhe  men  were  at  dinner,  when  suddenly  she  exploded, 
killing  18  men  and  wounding  badly  some  10  or  12  others,  also  some 
slightly,  hhe  sank  that  afternoon.  Among  the  killed  were  three 
engineers,  viz,  Messrs.  Fagan,  Hodges,  and  Arents;  one  midshipman, 
Mr.  Mallory;  the  purser’s  clerk,  and  pilot.  The  exact  cause  of  the 
explosion  he  does  not  know,  but  says  that  the  chief  engineer,  who  was 
carried  on  shore  b}r  him  and  some  others  of  the  crew,  and  who  survived 
some  three  or  four  hours,  said  that  the  cause  was  by  there  being  no 
water  in  the  boilers,  and  that  the  donkey  engine  was  just  then  started 
to  fill_  them  when  the  accident  occurred.  The  river  steamer  William 
JL  1  oung  came  down  from  Chattahoochee  at  midnight  of  same  day  and 
took  the  captain  and  six  men  up  as  far  as  Ochesee,  at  which  place  she 
remained  until  8  a.  m.  of  the  28th,  when  she  ran  down  to  Blountstown 
Bar  and  took  on  board  the  dead  and  wounded,  which  she  conveyed  to 
Chattahoochee,  where  the  dead  were  interred  and  the  wounded  sent  to 
Columbus  on  the  following  day.  After  the  dead  were  buried  the 
4  oung  again  went  down  to  the  wreck  and  got  the  big  guns,  which 
were  carried  to  Columbus.  He  remained  in  Chattahoochee  until  the 
evening  of  June  5,  when  he  took  to  the  woods  with  the  determination 
and  express  purpose  of  reaching  the  blockade  if  possible.  At  1  p.  m. 
last  Saturday  he  arrived  at  Rickoe’s  Bluff,  from  whence  by  land  he 
proceeded  to  Canida  Creek,  at  which  place  he  reached  on  the  6th 
instant,  when  he  got  a  canoe  and  came  to  Apalachicola  at  11  p.  m. 
Here  he  visited  a  friend  and  got  some  clothing.  At  midnight  he  left 
Apalachicola  and  came  direct  to  this  vessel.  He  corroborates  the 
statements  concerning  the  Chattahoochee  which  I  have  previously  sent 
y°u- 

Since  his  arrival  I  have  learned  from  several  other  sources — Dr. 
Chapman  and  others — that  his  statement  is  perfectly  correct.  Four 
of  the  wounded  have  since  died.  Several  belonged  to  Apalachicola. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  she  is  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Geo.  U.  Morris], 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  iS.  Wavy. 

Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  Elias  Lee,  quartermaster  of  and 
deserter  from  the  late  rebel  gunboat  Chattahoochee ,  came  on  board  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  instant  and  voluntarily  took  the  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance.  He  corroborates  the  statements  of  others  relative  to  the  rebel 
gunboat. 

Owing  to  incompetency  I  have  discharged  my  pilot,  and  said  Lee  is 
so  highly  recommended  by  Union  people  as  being  one  of  the  best 
pilots  not  only  in  the  sound  but  also  on  the  coast,  and  as  the  bad  steer¬ 
ing  of  this  vessel  necessitates  mj^  having  a  pilot,  I  will  retain  him,  with 
your  permission. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Wavy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Nickerson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S. 
schooner  James  S.  Chambers ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of 
the  schooner  Rebekah. 

U.  S.  Schooner  James  S.  Chambers, 

At  Sea^  Lat.  37°  15 ',  Long.  83°  20',  June  18,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  viz: 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant,  when  about  30  miles  to  the  west 
of  Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.,  a  sail  was  discovered  to  the  west  of  us, 
about  9  miles  distant,  steering  north.  I  directed  my  course  for  her, 
seeing  which  she  changed  her  course  directly  from  us.  After  a  seven 
hours’  chase  we  came  up  with  her  and  sent  an  officer  on  board.  She 
proved  to  be  the  schooner  Rebekah ,  and,  as  appears  by  her  papers, 
owned  by  a  British  merchant  in  Havana.  The  captain  reports  that 
he  was  bound  for  Matamoras.  She  has  but  a  small  amount  of  cargo 
on  board,  consisting  of  liquors,  etc.  When  we  boarded  her  Tampa 
Bay  bore  N.  E.  by  E.,  distant  30  miles.  My  reasons  for  making  the 
capture  are,  first,  she  being  found  so  far  from  the  route  to  Mata¬ 
moras,  and  also  the  course  she  was  steering  when  first  discovered,  and 
afterwards  evidently  trying  to  escape  from  us.  I  dispatch  her  for  Key 
West,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  William *J.  Eldredge,  with 
a  prize  crew  of  6  men.  1  retain  one  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  on 
board  this  vessel,  and  I  shall  improve  the  first  opportunity  of  sending 
him  to  Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Luther  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Partridge,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Marigold,  regarding  duty  for  that 
vessel. 

Navy  Department,  June  23, 1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  steam  tug  Marigold  is  ready  for  sea,  pro¬ 
ceed  with  her  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Theodorus  Bailey  for  duty  in  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  L.  H.  Partridge, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Steam  Tug  Marigold,  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Cressy,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  storeship  Courier,  regarding  the  delivery  of  supplies. 

Navy  Department,  June  22,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  storeship  Courier  to  Key  West,  and 
after  communicating  with  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  and  landing 
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the  ordnance  stores  for  that  point,  continue  to  other  points  of  the  Gulf 
delivering  stores  as  per  invoices,  and  then  return  direct  to  New  York’ 
V ery  respectfully,  etc. , 


Acting  Master  W.  K.  Cressy, 
Commanding  U  S.  Storeship 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Courier ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Semmes ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
I  .  A  /S.  Tahoma ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Harriet. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Flor  ida ,  June  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  English 
schooner  Harriet  by  this  vessel  about  10  a.  m.  the  18th  instant  in 
latitude  28°  04'  N.,  longitude  82°  57'  W.,  in  3*  fathoms  of  water, 
Anclote  Keys  bearing  N.  by  E.,  distant  about  7  miles. 

The  Harriet  was  discovered  shortly  after  daylight,  the  18th  instant, 
and  chased  to  where  she  was  captured,  all  possible  measures,  except 
running  ashore,  being  resorted  to  to  avoid  capture. 

The  captain  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  was  trying  to  run  the 
blockade. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Semmes ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

IT.  S.  S.  Tahoma ,  regarding  the  destruction  of  the  British  schooner 

Mary  Jane. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Fla. ,  June  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  destruction  of  the  English 
schooner  Mary  Jane  at  2  p.  m.  the  18th  instant,  she  having  been  run 
on  the  beach  on  a  small  key  near  Clearwater  Harbor,  in  latitude  28° 
N.,  longitude  82°  53'  W.,  by  her  captain,  to  avoid  seizure  by  this 
vessel. 

I  send  by  the  prize  schooner  LLarriet  all  that  portion  of  the  cargo  of 
the  Mary  Jane  that  was  saved.  A  large  portion  of  it  is  damaged. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  IT.  S.  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Randall ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  8.  lark  Pursuit ,  regarding  tlie  capture  ■  of  the  sloop  Kate  in 
Indian  River. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  East  Coast  Florida ,  June  23,  1863. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  morning,  the  23d 
instant,  at  6  a.  m.,  a  sail  was  discovered  in  Indian  River,  12  miles 
north  of  the  inlet.  Two  boats  were  immediately  dispatched,  Acting 
Ensign  Peter  Heede  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  James  H.  Barry  in 
charge.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  her  and  arrived  at  this  vessel  at 
4  p.  m.  She  proved  to  he  the  sloop  Kate  from  Nassau,  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  with  an  assorted  cargo.  She  had  no  colors  or  papers  of  any 
description  on  hand.  The  captain  acknowledged  that  he  left  Nassau 
on  the  20th  instant  for  the  express  purpose  of  running  the  blockade. 
The  vessel  leaves  for  Key  West  to-morrow  for  adjudication.  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  full  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  entitled  to  share 
in  the  prize.  No  other  vessels  were  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  P.  Randall, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Randall ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  lark 
Pursuit ,  designating  the  cruising  ground  of  the  TJ.  8.  schooner 
Beauregard. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West,  June  23.  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  added  the  schooner  Beauregard  to  the  blockading  force 
on  the  east  coast  of  Florida,  and  directed  her  commanding  officer  to 


report  to  you. 

You  will,  as  a  general  rule,  keep  her  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Canaveral  and  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  unless  it  should  appear  that  a  vessel 
has  been  assigned  to  that  station  from  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 

The  Beauregard  will  return  to  you  for  supplies,  and  generally  when 
occasion  demands. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sguadron. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  P.  Randall,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Pursuit. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  regard¬ 
ing  the  interdiction  of  trade  with  Matamoras. 

Navy  Department,  June  23,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  consular  dispatches 
which  accompanied  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant. 
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other_  agencies,  contraband  of  war  into  the  hands  of 


notorious. 


our  enemies,  is 


i  11^  desirable  that  the  fraudulent  practices  mentioned  by  Mr  Liais 
should  be  discontinued,  and  I  trust  the  attention  of  the  British  and 
Mexican  Governments  is  called  to  them. 

It  seems  to  me  that  some  measures  should  be  taken  in  concert  with 
Mexico  by  which  illicit  traffic  with  the  rebels  by  the  way  of  the  Rio 
Grande  may  be  prevented,  or,  if  that  Government  will  not  come  into 
an  arrangement,  then  by  some  legitimate  means  assert  our  right  to  carry 
mto  effect  an  efficient  and  thorough  blockade  of  that  river.  The  trade 
of  Matamoras  has  nominally  increased  an  hundredfold  since  the  block¬ 
ade  in  the  insurgent  States  was  instituted.  Admiral  Bailey  informs  the 
Department  that  over  200  vessels  are  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
when  ordinarily  there  are  but  6  or  8.  Our  rights  as  a  nation  ought  not 
to  be  sacrificed  because  a  new  question  has  arisen  that  has  not  heretofore 
been  ad]udicated  or  settled  by  diplomatic  arrangement.  Because  the 
Rio  Grande  is  a  neutral  highway,  it  is  not  to  be  used  to  our  injury 
yet  we  know  such  to  be  the  fact,  and  it  seems  to  me  some  effectual 
steps  should  be  taken  to  correct  the  evil.  It  can  be  done,  I  apprehend 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  both  countries,  and  a  principle  be  estab¬ 
lished  that  will  be  conformable  to  international  law.  I  must  ask  you  to 
excuse  me  for  earnestly  pressing  this  subject  upon  your  consideration. 

I  would  also  invite  your  special  attention  to  that  portion  of  the  dis¬ 
patch  which  refers  to  a  mail  arrangement  by  which  Captain  Lombard 
of  the  schooner  Robert  Anderson ,  with  British  papers,  was  to  run  a 
regular  mail  from  Belize  to  Matamoras  for  the  Confederate  Govern¬ 
ment.  TV  ould  it  not  be  well  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
facts  in  relation  to  Vallez,  at  New  Orleans,  that  General  Banks  maybe 
apprised  of  the  schemes  and  purposes  of  that  gentleman  ? 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  English ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Sagamore ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Frolic. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Off  Crystal  River ,  Fla. ,  June  25,  1863. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  capture  of 
the  English  schooner  Frolic  by  this  vessel. 

The  Frolic  had  run  out  of  Crystal  River  and  was  bound  to  Havana 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  turpentine. 
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At  the  time  of  capture  the  schooner  Two  Sisters ,  tender  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Magnolia ,  was  in  sight  and  within  signal  distance. 

I  have  sent  the  Frolic  in  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Boyle ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  Two  Sisters ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner.  Frolic. 

U.  S.  Tender  Two  Sisters, 

Off  Crystal  River ,  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  25th  instantoff 
Cedar  Kej^s  two  schooners  hove  in  sight  close  hauled  and  presenting 
a  suspicious  appearance.  Being  at  a  loss  to  decide  which  one  to  chase, 
I  concluded  to  send  the  boat  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Chester  to 
board  the  smaller  vessel  while  I  chased  the  larger  one,  which  I  gained 
on  gradually,  and  soon  made  her  out  to  be  a  large  schooner  loaded 
with  cotton.  The  chase  kept  off  gradually  until  she  steered  S.  E. 
The  wind  freshening,  I  continued  to  gain  on  her  rapidly.  At  11  a.  m. 
made  out  the  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore  standing  toward  us.  At  12:30 
we  were  in  7  feet  water  and  about  2  miles  from  the  chase,  when  I 
opened  fire  on  her  with  the  howitzer.  She  then  commenced  to  heave 
cargo  overboard.  Our  shot  falling  short,  I  ceased  tiring  until  I  got 
close  to,  when  I  fired  a  5-second  shell  which  exploded  close  alongside  of 
her.  She  then  hauled  down  her  flying  jib  and  hove  to,  hoisting  English 
colors.  I  was  then  in  6  feet  of  water.  Having  no  boat  (my  boat 
being  in  chase  of  the  other  vessel),  I  kept  her  hove  to  at  short  range 
until  the  boats  of  the  Sagamore  came  up  and  took  possession  of  her. 
She  proved  to  be  the  English  schooner  Frolic ,  from  Crystal  River 
bound  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  160  bales  of  cotton  and  40  barrels 
turpentine.  Captain  English  took  charge  of  her,  directing  me  to  fol¬ 
low  to  Cedar  Keys.  At  6  p.  m.  our  boat  returned,  having  boarded  the 
other  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the  tender  Stonewall. 

On  26tli  instant,  at  1  p.  m.,  got  underway  in  company  with  the 
prize  for  Key  West,  and  when  off  Crystal  River  I  concluded  to  stand 
to  the  eastward  in  hopes  of  finding  the  cotton  the  prize  had  thrown 
overboard  during  the  chase,  and  I  succeeded  in  finding  all  of  it,  which 
consisted  of  7  bales. 

Yer}^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Boyle, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate ,  Commanding. 

Commander  H.  S.  Newcomb, 

U  S.  Flagship  Magnolia. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Conroy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Union , 
giving  names  of  vessels  to  be  supplied. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West ,  June  2 6 , 

Sir:  After  leaving  this  port,  you  will  communicate  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron:  Restless ,  at  Charlotte  Harbor; 
Tahoma ,  at  Tampa  Bay;  Wanderer ,  at  Tampa  Bay;  Fort  Henry ,  at 
Cedar  Keys;  Stars  and  Stripes,  off  St.  Marks;  Somerset ,  at  East  Pass, 
St.  George’s  Sound;  YW  Royal ,  at  West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound; 
'/■  A.  Chambers ,  West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound;  -/.  L.  Davis,  at  St. 
Joseph’s  Bay;  Roebuck ,  at  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  each  of  these  vessels  their  mails 
and  to  furnish  them  with  the  usual  supplies. 

Besides  those  already  enumerated  you  may  possibly  meet  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Annie,  cruising  near  Quicksand  Passage;  Rosalie ,  tender  to 
Restless ,  Charlotte  Harbor;  Stonewall,  tender  to  Tahoma,  Tampa 
Bay;  Two  Sisters,  tender  to  Magnolia,  off  Bayport;  Fox,  tender  to 
Dale,  cruising;  Sagamore,  cruising;  Hendrick  Hudson,  cruising;  De 
Soto,  cruising. 

In  which  case  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  them  also  with  supplies. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sqioadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Conroy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Union. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 
U.  S.  Navy,  authorizing  the  use  of  prizes  for  the  namal  service. 

Navy  Department,  June  29,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  quite  likely  that  most  of  the  steamers  condemned  and 
sold  at  Key  West  will  go  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  or  the  blockade 
runners  unless  purchased  by  the  Government.  The  Department  has 
received  a  letter  from  Commander  Collins  relative  to  one  of  them, 
the  Eagle,  just  condemned.  You  are  authorized  to  take  the  Eagle  or 
any  other  vessel  fit  for  the  naval  service. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Anna 
Maria,  loaded  with  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  June  30,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  28th  instant  the  Fort  Henry’s  armed  boats,  7  miles  up 
the  Steinhatchee  River,  captured  the  schooner  Anna  Maria,  loaded 
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with  about  25  bales  of  cotton.  The  rebel  flag  was  found  on  board, 
which  I  forward  with  the  prize  to  Key  West.  No  papers  found.  Her 
crew  deserted  her  on  the  approach  of  our  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  Fort  ILenry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Me  Cauley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

77.  S.  S.  Fort  Ilenry ,  commending  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master 

Smith ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  in  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Anna  Maria  and 

other  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  June  30,  1863. 

Admiral:  On  the  27th  instant  I  visited  Deadman’s  Bay  with  the 
Fort  LLenry,  leaving  the  tender  S.  Jackson  to  watch  Cedar  Keys.  An 
expedition  of  5  of  the  boats  of  this  vessel  brought  out  of  the  Stein- 
hatchee  River  the  schooner  Anna  Maria ,  loaded  with  cotton.  A  con¬ 
traband  who  demanded  the  protection  of  the  flag  informs  me  that  her 
captain,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shaw,  pretty  well  known  at  Key  West, 
had  gone  the  previous  day  to  Tallahassee. 

In  obedience  to  your  direction,  in  General  Order  No.  1,  I  report 
Acting  Master  R.  B.  Smith  for  his  enterprise  in  making'  captures. 
He  is  the  officer  who,  with  the  boats  of  this  vessel  and  Sagamore,  cut 
the  G.  Z.  Rrockenborough  out  of  Apalach[icola]  River,  under  guerrilla 
fire;  he  captured  the  Annie  in  this  vessel’s  launch;  commanded  the 
boats  of  this  vessel  that  captured  the  Ranger;  also  the  scow  load  of 
corn  lately  forwarded,  and  has  now  captured  the  Anna  Maria  7  miles 
up  the  Steinhatchee  River. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Stevens  was  transferred  to  the  J.  S. 
Chambers  on  her  arrival,  in  accordance  with  Dr.  Tourtellotte’s  orders. 
Not  having  received  at  that  time  Dr.  Stevens’s  orders,  I  transferred 
him  and  his  steward,  but  did  not  permit  the  nurse  to  go. 

Ihe  officers  and  crew  of  the  Fort  Henry  are  gratified  with  the  rear- 
admiral’s  appreciation  of  their  exertions,  in '  their  small  sphere  of 
action,  contracted  as  it  is  by  the  unseaworthiness  of  the  Fort  Henry 
herself,  which  precludes  visiting  other  points  of  the  coast  under  their 
surveillance,  which  if  attended  to  might  offer  more  opportunities  for 
harassing  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

1  nontenant-  Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Comdg  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Rlockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Willcomb ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Stars  and  Stripes,  regarding  expedition  in  Ocklockonee  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks  Bay,  Florida,  July  1,  1863. 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  28th  June  I  sent  Acting  Master  L.  W.  Hill 
and  the  pilot  with  the  first  and  second  cutters,  well  armed,  15  miles  up 
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the  Ockl°ck°nee  River  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any  vessels  up  there, 
with  orders  to  capture  any  vessels  they  found  and  bring  them  down 
01  destroy  them  if  they  could  not  be  got  down.  The  next  day  they 
returned  and  reported  that  they  had  been  up  as  far  as  the  upper  land- 
lng,  but  there  was  no  vessel  up  there  nor  the  appearance  of  any  having 
been  there  for  some  time. 

TheJ  destroyed  and  burned  the  ferry,  a  scow  about  80  feet  long,  and 
all  the  small  boats  they  saw,  thus  cutting  off  all  communication  with 
the  island  and  Alligator  Harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TL  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Smith ,  C.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bermuda ,  giving  list  of 
prisoners  to  be  transported  by  that  vessel. 


July  1,  1863. 

Sir:  .  d  ou  will  receive  on  board  the  Bermuda  the  following  prisoners: 

.  Patrick  H.  Pepper,  supercargo,  and  T.  Ducey,  captain  of  the  noto¬ 
rious  blockade  running  steamer  Cuba ,  captured  by  the  Be  Soto  while 
on  her  way  from  Mobile  to  Havana  and  burned  before  being  overtaken. 

A.  W.  Babcock,  rebel  mail  carrier,  taken  by  the  boats  of  theU.  S.  S. 
Port  Royal  in  Apalachicola  with  a  rebel  mail  in  his  possession. 

George  Asher,  rebel  conscript,  captured  at  same  time  and  place. 

E.  P.  Jenkins,  P.  W.  Day,  John  Wilson,  John  P.  Johns,  Matthew  A. 
Beck,  privates  in  the  Confederate  Army,  captured  by  the  boats  of  the 
Fort  Henry  while  lightering  cotton  down  the  Waccasassa  River. 

B.  F.  McGuire,  captured  on  the  10th  of  June  near  the  Withlacoochee 
River  in  charge  of  a  flat  loaded  with  corn  consigned  to  D.  Yulee  on 
the  Homosassa  by  the  Fort  Idenry1  s  boats. 

Henry  Kelly,  also  captured  by  the  Fort  Henry1  s  boats  off  the  Withla¬ 
coochee  River  in  a  sloop.  He  acknowledges  having  run  the  blockade 
several  times. 

Joseph  Leach,  captain  of  the  blockade  runner  Planter ,  captured  by 
the  Lackawanna  June  15. 

Under  date  of  June  18  the  Department  was  informed  concerning 
nearly  all  of  the  prisoners  above  named,  and  advised  that  they  would 
be  sent  forward  by  the  Bermuda. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master  J.  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Steamer  Bermuda. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Me  Caidey,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 
IT.  8.  8.  Fort  Henry ,  regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  sloop 
Emma. 

x  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  July  3,  1863. 

Sir:  The  boats  of  this  vessel  have  this  day  brought  in  the  sloop  boat 
Emma ,  from  St.  Marks,  bound  to  Havana,  with  13  barrels  of  tar,  cap- 
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tured  to  the  northward  of  Sea  Horse  Key.  I  will  forward  the  Emma 
and  two  prisoners  captured  in  her  to  Key  W est.  There  was  a  good- 
sized  mail  in  her,  which  1  forward  to  the  judge  of  the  United  States 
district  court  at  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Acting  Fear- Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  papers  relating  to  the  case  of  the 
British  schooner  Comet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Magnolia, 

Key  West ,  July  3,  1863 . 

.  Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  a  letter  from  her  Britannic  Majesty’s 
vice-consul  at  this  place,  a  list  of  articles  allege^  to  have  been  missing 
from  the  British  schooner  Comet  when  in  charge  of  the  prize  crew 
from  the  U.  S.  gunboat  JCancvwha,  a  letter  from  myself  to  Captain 
Goldsborough,  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo  to 
Captain  Goldsborough,  and  a  report  from  Acting  Master  Thomas  C. 
Dunn  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo. 

When  this  matter  was  reported  to  me  the  Kanawha! s  people,  having 
been  discharged  by  the  district  court,  were  on  board  the  steamer  Eugenie, 
to  return  to  this  vessel.  I  had  issued  the  order  to  detain  them  that  the 
proper  investigation  should  be  had,  when  the  prize  master  came  to  me 
with  the  former  captain  of  the  prize  and  represented  that  the  alleged 
depredations  had  been  committed  by  others  than  this  prize  crew,  also 
belonging  to  the  Kanawha ,  who  had  been  in  charge  of  the  Comet  dur¬ 
ing  the  night  previous  to  her  leaving  for  this  place.  Of  course,  there¬ 
fore,  no  investigation  could  be  had  here,  and  I  referred  the  question 
to  the  commanding  officer  off  Mobile,  not  only  as  being  an  alleo-ed 
breach  of  naval  discipline,  but  as  a  matter  which  would  be  referred  to 
ie  British  Government. 

The  statement  of  Acting  Master  Dunn  appears  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  me,  although  the  whole  affair  has  passed  out  of  my  hands;  but  the 
peculiar  tone  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo’s  letter  (together  with 
his  injudicious  use  of  adjectives,  his  incorrect  statement  of  points,  his 
wild  reasoning,  and  his  arbitrary  conclusions)  has  induced  the  belief 
that  he  is  intellectually  incapable  of  grasping  the  fact  that  the  accusa¬ 
tion  comes  from  others  than  myself,  and  that  he  requires  some  judi¬ 
cious  advice  as  to  the  proper  temper  to  be  preserved  in  his  official 
correspondence.  I  would  therefore  leave  the  matter  in  your  bands 
as  his  immediate  superior  and  commanding  officer,  for  such  action  as 
will  correct  these  little  defects  and  enhance  the  value  of  Lieutenant- 
Gommander  Mayo’s  talents  in  the  services  of  the  Government. 

Respectfully, 

.  7  _  .  7  .  Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sguadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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-Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  transmitting 
report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Ale  Ca/idey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
boat  expedition  in  Crystal  River1. 

No.  229.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communi¬ 
cation  received  by  me  from  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley 
in  relation  to  the  brave  assault  made  by  Oi’derly  Sergeant  Nugent  and 
4  men  upon  a  rebel  breastwork  fortification.  In  this  assault  the 
orderly  sergeant  and  his  comrades  drove  a  guard  of  11  rebels  into 
the  swamp,  capturing  their  arms  and  destroying  their  camp  equipage, 
withholding  his  fire  with  manly  and  commendable  discretion  lest  he 
should  wound  or  kill  a  woman  who  was  among  the  fugitives.  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  whether  the  conduct  of  Orderly  Sergeant  Nugent 
does  not  bring  him  within  that  class  of  men  who  should  receive  the 
medal  of  honor  authorized  by  Congress  to  be  given  to  “such  petty 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  as  shall  most  distinguish  themselves  by 
gallantry  in  action,”  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  /Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  June  17 ,  1863. 

Admiral:  Having  had  need  of  an  extra  boat  to  relieve  those  of  this 
vessel  watching  along  the  coast  between  this  and  the  Crystal  River,  I 
had  the  sloop  boat,  captured  on  the  9th  instant,  fitted  up.  Orderly 
Sergeant  C.  Nugent  superintended  the  work  with  skill  and  zeal.  On 
the  11th  instant  she  was  manned  by  6  of  the  guard  of  this  vessel  and 
sent  in  charge  of  Sergeant  Nugent  to  the  Withlacoochee  with  orders 
to  watch  for  the  appearance  of  the  Frolic. 

On  the  15th  instant  he  reconnoitered  6  miles  up  the  Crystal  River; 
a  log  breastwork  attracting  his  attention,  he  landed  with  4  men  and 
drove  a  guard  of  11  rebel  soldiers  into  the  swamp.  One  shot  was 
fired  by  the  officer  in  command,  which  took  effect  in  the  sergeant’s 
waist  pouch.  The  fire  was  not  returned  by  the  guard,  the  sergeant’s 
gallantry  not  permitting  it,  as  there  was  a  woman  among  the  fugitives. 

A  number  of  papers  were  found,  which  I  forward.  The  deserter 
mentioned  in  one  is  the  Hy.  Sellwood,  ordinary  seaman,  deserter 
from  one  of  my  boats.  Apparently  the  squad  numbered  13  men  on 
the  rolls. 

The  order  given  by  Captain  Chambers  in  another  paper  about  call¬ 
ing  on  the  crew  of  the  Frolic  to  defend  the  place  in  case  of  our 
attack,  [is]  interesting,  if  it  be  true  that  she  sails  under  British  colors. 

Enclosed  please  find  list  of  the  marines  who  manned  the  guard  boat 
and  of  the  arms,  etc. ,  brought  off.  They  had  no  means  for  bringing 
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off  the  tents  and  camp  equipage.  I  will  forward  the  arms,  etc.,  to 
Key  West  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  Two  Sisters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  Steamer  Fort  Henry. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

List  of  marines  of  U.  S.  S'.  Fort  Henry  that  manned  the  guard  boat  on  reconnaissance ,  15th 

of  June,  1863. 

Christopher  Nugent,  orderly  sergeant. 

Charles  Myhan,  corporal. 

John  Gibbons,  private. 

Pat’k  Coughlin,  private. 

George  Murphy,  private. 

John  Small,  private. 

James  Stuart,  private. 


Report  off  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  a 
commanding  officer  for  the  flagship. 

No.  228.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  6‘,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  on  the 
evening  of  the  1st  instant,  and  that  my  flag  was  transferred  to  her  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th. 

From  the  fact  that  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler  has  been  sent 
out  in  charge  of  the  vessel  and  that  he  is  at  the  same  time  detached 
from  this  squadron,  I  fear  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Department  that 
I  should  command  my  own  flagship;  but  with  the  amount  of  attention 
demanded  of  me  by  my  more  important  duties  as  commander  in  chief  of 
the  squadron,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  this  properly,  and  I  am  not 
satisfied  to  leave  it  to  her  executive  officer.  The  San  Jacinto ,  being’ a 
vessel  of  the  second  class,  would,  I  suppose,  as  flagship,  be  assigned  to 
a  commander;  I  would  therefore  request  that  one  of  the  following 
officers,  viz,  Commander  James  H.  Strong,  Commander  Reed  Werdeif 
Commander  Edward  Donaldson,  Commander  John  C.  Howell  Com¬ 
mander  George  H.  Cooper,  Commander  John  C.  Febiger,  Commander 
Somerville  Nicholson,  be  ordered  to  command  her,  if  consistent  with 
the  views  of  the  Department  and  not  distasteful  to  the  officer  himself. 
Among  these  I  would  prefer  to  have  Commander  Howell. 

Should  such  an  arrangement  be  impossible  or  inexpedient,  I  propose 
to  transfer  Lieutenant-Commander  F.  \ .  McCauley  to  the  command 
of  this  vessel  and  to  relieve  him  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Quacken- 
bush  in  the  command  of  the  Fort  Henry.  In  that  event  I  would  desire 
to  have  a  lieutenant  sent  out  as  executive  officer  of  this  vessel  and  if 
possible,  a  graduate  of  the  Academy  as  a  drill  officer. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Sice ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U  S.  S. 

Sunflower,  regarding  the  chase  by  the  U  S.  S.  Sunflower  of  the 

U  S.  S.  Union  for  a  supposed  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 
Tortugas,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  report  that  yesterday  morning  at  2  o’clock,  while 
cruising  to  the  northward  of  the  Quicksand  Passage,  made  a  steamer 
heading  for  the  passage.  Immediately  went  to  quarters  and  gave 
chase.  After  coming  up  some  on  him,  commenced  firing  to  bring  him 
to.  After  firing  several  shell,  he  stopped,  when  I  ceased  firing.  A  few 
minutes  afterwards  lie  started  off  at  full  speed,  when  I  again  shelled 
him  and  continued  chasing  and  shelling  him,  until  I  finally  succeeded 
in  bringing  him  to  after  a  three-hours’  chase.  She  proved  to  be  the 
U.  S.  S.  Union.  Without  being  presumptuous,  allow  me  to  suggest 
it  would  be  better  for  our  armed  steamers  to  ascertain  a  vessel’s  char¬ 
acter  before  endeavoring  to  run  away  from  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw,  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Expedition  in  Peace  Greek ,  Charlotte  Harbor ,  Florida ,  for  the  capture 
of  schooner  Ann  and  a  small  sloop ,  July  6-9 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  bark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Bark,  Restless, 
Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla. ,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  1: 30  p.  m.  of  the  6th  instant, 
having  learned  from  two  refugees,  named  James  Henry  Thompson 
and  Milledge  Brannen,  that  two  vessels  were  seen  at  daylight  that 
morning  off  Cape  Haze  attempting  to  run  out,  loaded  with  cot¬ 
ton,  1  dispatched  Acting  Ensigns  Eason  and  Russell  and  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mate  Browne,  with  the  first  and  second  cutters  of  this  ship  with 
33  of  our  crew,  and  the  refugees  as  pilots,  all  armed  and  equipped,  to 
the  tender  sloop  Rosalie ,  which  was  at  that  time  stationed  behind  Pine 
Island,  with  written  instructions  to  Acting  Ensign  Charles  P.  Clark, 
commanding  th z  Rosalie.  The  surgeon  of  this  ship,  Doctor  Page,  accom¬ 
panied  the  expedition.  Our  boats,  not  finding  the  Rosalie  at  Pine 
Island,  proceeded  up  Peace  Creek  to  Punta  Gorda  and  anchored  until 
the  next  morning  (the  7th),  when  they  discovered  the  Rosalie  about 
5  miles  above  them.  It  appears  that  the  Rosalie  had  changed  her 
position  to  the  mouth  of  Peace  Creek,  when,  discovering  the  two  ves¬ 
sels  some  miles  above  at  anchor,  she  attempted  to  go  to  them  and  had 
gone  thus  far  when  she  grounded,  the  vessels  meanwhile  getting 
underway  and  sailing  up  the  creek  out  of  sight.  The  boats,  together 
with  the  sloop,  now  slowly  proceeded  up  the  creek,  the  sloop  frequently 
grounding.  About  sunset  it  being  impossible  to  get  farther  with  the 
sloop,  the  boats  anchored  for  the  night. 

At  6  o’clock  the  following  morning,  the  8th  instant,  the  first  and 
second  cutters,  in  command  of  Acting  Ensigns  Eason  and  Russell,  pro¬ 
ceeded  5  miles  farther  up  to  Horse  Creek,  where  they  found  the  two 
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vessels,  the  schooner  Ann,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  a  small 
sloop,  both  apparently  loaded  with  cotton.  No  one  was  on  board  of 
them.  Mr.  Eason  with  5  men  took  possession  of  the  schooner,  and 
Mr.  Russell  with  2  men  of  the  sloop,  and  towed  them  with  the  boats 
to  the  Rosalie.  By  means  of  poling,  towing,  and  sailing,  the  Rosalie 
the  boats  and  the  two  prizes  arrived  at  Punta  Gorda  at  dark,  where 
they  anchored  for  the  night.  At  daylight  on  the  moring  of  the  9th, 
the  prize  schooner,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Eason,  and  the  prize 
sloop,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Russell,  got  underway  and,  with  the 
RosaUe  and  the  boats,  arrived  at  this  vessel  about  2  o’clock  p.  m. ;  the 
Rosalie,  on  account  of  the  rough  weather,  taking  the  prize  sloop  in  tow 
oft  Cape  Haze. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Acting 
Ensign  Charles  P.  Clark,  commanding  the  Rosalie. 

The  commanding  officer  of.  the  Gem  of  the  Sea,  which  has  relieved 
this  vessel  at  this  station,  having  occasion  to  send  the  Rosalie  to  Key 
West,  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  sending  the  prizes  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  Clark  commanding  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting-  Rear-Admiral  Therodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  GulfBlkdg.  Squadron,  Keg  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Clark,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  sloop  Rosalie,  tender  to  the  U.  S. 

hark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Sloop  Rosalie, 
Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla. ,  July  8,  1863. 
Sra:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  passed  the  night  of  the 
5th  near  Pine  Island  Passage  [Sound],  in  this  harbor 
On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  fearing  that  Mr.  Thompson  would  pass 
us  unobserved  (the  water  being  shoal  for  about  a  mile  from  Cape  Haze) 
I  got  underway  and  ran  over  toward  the  mouth  of  Peace  Creek  that 
we  might  be  certain  of  falling’  in  with  him,  as  you  directed. 

T  of  USJi  at  ab£l,lt  9  a‘  *?•>  seein&  a  schooner  and  a  sloop  at  anchor, 

I  stood  for  them  They  made  sail  immediately  and  I  followed  for  about 
10  aides,  when  tins  sloop  took  the  ground  and  remained  ashore  for 
several  hours.  On  getting  her  off  I  anchored  for  the  night,  the  wind 
compelling  us  to  defer  our  return  to  the  bark  till  daylight 

JZkS*  6  °’Cl?Tk  °n  th?  ?ornin§'  of  the  7th  your  orders  of  the  6th 
reached  me,  and  I  proceeded  to  execute  them  so  far  as  the  change  in  the 
situation  made  them  applicable.  S 

a  arms  in  order  I  got  underway  at  9  a.  m. ,  having 

BmwlEThgnS  EaS°n  aViKuSse11’  Doctor  PWC  Acting  Master’s  Mate 

38  men  “d  SeC0"d  CUtterS  “d 

At  sunset,  being  unable  to  get  over  a  bar  between  Forts  Ogden  and 

»tteW IlSo^  f°r  the  nigM  aW  45  mileS  Boca  “ 

morning,  leaving  the  sloop  in  charge  of  Acting 

oil  f 1&  \  ate  Bil’rWne’ 1  Wf“t  about  5  miles  farther  up  the  river  with 
all  the  boats,  and  discovered  in  a  narrow  creek,  hidden  among  the  trees 
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and  without  keepers,  the  schooner  Ann,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
and  a  sloop,  both  of  which  appear  to  be  loaded  with  cotton. 

Taking  charge  of  them,  I  have  brought  them  down,  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  your  officers  and  men,  and  await  your  further  orders. 

Fiom  the  continuous  rain  I  have  been  unable  to  make  an  inventory 
of  their  tackle  and  the  loose  effects,  but  the}^  are  as  I  found  them, 
excepting  some  stores  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  expedition. 

,  It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  on  our  passage  down  we  met  a  boat 
from  the  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  and  were  politely  offered  any 
assistance,  but  needed  none. 

The  guerrillas  who  followed  us  down  the  river  for  several  miles 
were  all  that  we  saw  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Charles  P.  Clark, 

Acting  Ensign,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Tender. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  R.  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Baric  Restless,  Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  bark  Restless. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  18,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  gratifying  to  me,  so  soon  after  your  arrival  on  the  sta¬ 
tion,  to  have  occasion  to  commend  you  for  planning,  and  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Restless  and  Rosalie  for  executing,  the  expedition  up 
Peace  Creek,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Ann  and 
a  small  sloop.  Enterprises  of  this  sort,  when  successfully  accom¬ 
plished,  are  of  far  greater  value  than  the  mere  amount  of  the  capture, 
by  disheartening  the  enemy  and  encouraging  our  own  men. 

You  will  read  this  letter  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Restless  at 
general  muster. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailet, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Restless. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  approval  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  a  promotion  for  Acting  Ensign  Clark,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  249.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  18,  1863. 

Sir:  As  I  have  already  informed  the  Department,  the  prize  sloop 
Rosalie  was  taken  into  the  service  on  the  appraisement  of  the  court, 
was  placed  under  the  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Charles  P.  Clark, 
and  attached  as  a  tender  to  the  blockading  vessel  at  Charlotte  Harbor. 
During  the  month  that  she  has  been  absent  from  this  port  she  has 
captured  four  prizes,  one  being  a  sponging  vessel  cleared  from  here 
that  was  endeavoring  to  slip  in  past  the  blockade,  and  whose  crew  I 
have  sent  north  as  prisoners;  another  being  the  schooner  Ann ,  of 
Nassau,  cut  out  some  20  miles  up  Peace  Creek  with  about  13  bales  of 
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cotton,  and  the  other  two  being  small  craft  of  but  little  value.  By 
these  captures  more  than  double  the  value  of  the  Rosalie  has  been 
realized,  apart  from  the  satisfaction  of  closing  up  effectually  one  of 
the  many  small  channels  of  this  coast.  This  result  is  mainly  due  to 
the  remarkable  zeal,  energy,  and  ability  of  Acting  Ensign  Clark,  who, 
in  addition  to  his  unusual  professional  qualities,  is  an  educated  gentle¬ 
man.  I  have  therefore  appointed  him  an  acting  master  in  the  Navy, 
subject,  of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

A  portion  of  the  credit  is  also  due  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
parent  vessel  (Acting  Master  William  R.  Browne,  of  the  bark  Rest¬ 
less),  under  whose  orders  the  Rosalie  acted,  and  to  her  own  officers 
and  crew,  as  well  as  the  detachment  from  the  Restless  who  assisted 
in  the  expedition.  But  still  I  think  Mr.  Clark  is  worthy  of  his 
promotion. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  No/ey. 

[Endorsement.] 

Approve  appointment,  but  inform  Admiral  Bailey  that  hereafter  all 
recommendations  for  promotion  above  the  grade  of  ensign  must  be 
sent  to  this  Department  for  their  consideration  and  decision. 

W. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Stodder ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Adela. 


Navy  Department.  July  7,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Adela  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report 
to  acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  N.  Stodder, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Adela ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Captain  1  Valker,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Re  Soto , 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Lady  Maria. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico ,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  day,  in  latitude  28°  14',  longitude 
83°  18',  I  seized  and  took  possession  of,  for  violation  of  the  blockade, 
the  schooner  Lady  Maria ,  Joseph  Williams,  master. 

The  Lady  Maria  was  sailing  under  a  provisional  certificate  of  regis¬ 
try,  dated  at  Havana,  May  11,  1863,  signed  John  V.  Crawford,  acting 
consul-general  in  Cuba,  and  was  cleared  from  St.  Marks  for  Havana 
laden  with  104  bales  of  cotton.  I  have  ordered  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 
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.  -A4  the  time  of  this  capture  the  U.  S.  schooner  Stonewall  was  in 
sight. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Zerega ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona,  to  cruise  in  search 
of  the  U  S.  Army  schooners  Tortugas  and  Matchless. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  7,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  prepare  your  vessel  for  sea  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  and  as  soon  as  she  is  ready  proceed  with  her  to  the  Tortugas 
and  enquire  into  the  following  matter:  It  has  been  reported  to  me 
that  the  army  schooner  Toidugas  left  that  place  on  the  1st  instant  for 
this  port,  and  although  the  wind  and  weather  have  been  favorable  since 
then,  she  has  not  yet  arrived.  The  army  schooner  Matchless  was  also 
to  have  started  from  there  on  the  5th,  and  she,  too,  has  failed  to  arrive. 
It  is  possible  that  the  Tortugas  may  have  got  aground  on  the  quick¬ 
sands  on  the  reef,  and  the  Matchless  may  either  have  gone  to  her  assist¬ 
ance  or  not  have  sailed  at  the  appointed  time.  It  is  also  possible  that 
the  Tortugas  may  have  been  dismasted  in  a  squall,  and  be  drifting  with 
the  Gulf  Stream.  But  as  a  vague  rumor  has  arrived  at  the  same  time 
with  this  news  that  a  privateer  bark  was  supposed  to  be  prowling  in 
that  vicinity,  it  is  not  impossible  that  one  or  both  of  these  schooners 
may  have  been  surprised  and  captured  by  her.  You  will  therefore  be 
careful  to  have  your  vessel  thoroughly  prepared  for  action  in  approach¬ 
ing  any  strange  vessel.  Should  you  find  either  of  the  two  schooners  in 
distress,  you  will  render  her  every  assistance  in  your  power;  otherwise 
you  will  continue  on  to  the  Tortugas,  gather  all  the  information  possi¬ 
ble  relating  to  this  matter,  return  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  this 
place,  and  report  to  me.  Enquire  particularly  into  the  rumor  of  a 
privateer,  and  whether  anything  like  burning  vessels  have  been  seen 
from  the  Tortugas  or  elsewhere. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  A.  L.  B.  Zerega,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  [ Antona] . 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Semmes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
C.  S.  S.  Tahoma,  regarding  the  capture  of  a  flatboat  carrying  sugar 
and  molasses. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Key  West,  Tla. ,  July  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture,  on  the  24th 
ultimo,  by  one  of  the  boats  of  this  vessel,  of  a  flatboat  laden  with 
sugar  and  molasses,  in  a  bayou  near  Manatee  River,  Florida. 
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The  crew,  consisting  of  3  men,  taking  to  the  woods,  none  of  them 
could  be  produced. 

She  was  nameless  and  without  papers,  and,  being  unseaworthy,  I  took 
her  for  the  use  of  the  blockading  vessel  at  Tampa, 

I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  at  the 
time  of  capture. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  U  S.  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  the 
prompt  return  to  his  command  of  the  U  S.  S.  Magnolia. 

No.  238.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  11,  1863. 

Sir:  In  sending  the  Magnolia  north  for  new  boilers,  agreeably  to 
the  orders  of  the  Department,  I  would  most  urgently  request  that  she 
may  be  returned  to  this  squadron,  as  from  her  great  speed  and  capacity, 
together  with  her  light  draft,  she  is  eminently  adapted  to  the  duty  of 
carrying  supplies  to  the  vessels  on  permanent  blockade  along  the  coast, 
and,  incidentally,  also  of  capturing  blockade  runners  while  passino- 
back  and  forth.  I  know  of  no  vessel  that  could  perform  this  service 
with  equal  advantage  to  the  public  interests,  and  her  temporary 
incapacity  has  been  of  serious  detriment  by  obliging  me  to  charter 
merchant  vessels  or  to  withdraw  the  fast  cruisers  from  the  important 
duty  of  the  offshore  blockade  in  order  to  keep  the  others  supplied. 
I  therefore  hope  that  the  necessary  work  to  render  her  efficient  may 
be  hurried  as  much  as  possible. 

I  would  also  request  that  two  additional  24-pounder  howitzers  be 
added  to  her  armament. 

1  would  further  remind  the  Department  that  the  Magnolia  is  a  fourth- 
rate,  and  would  state  that  in  consequence  of  this  a  commander  is  natu- 
rally  averse  to  be  assigned  to  her;  at  the  same  time,  I  consider  it 
important  tor  many  reasons  that  she  should  be  in  charge  of  a  regular 
officer.  °  " 

Respectfully, 

.  ±.  „  ,  ,  .  ,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Guff  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 
i  .  A.  Awry ,  regarding  instructions  in  the  matter  of  prisoners  cap¬ 
tured  on  blockade  runners.  1 


JNavy  Department,  July  11,  1863. 

i  Y°™  let!'er  of  J une  29’  relative  to  instructions  heretofore  issued 
to  Judge  Marvin  concerning  the  disposition  of  persons  captured  on 
board  of  vessels  seized  for  breach  of  blockade,  has  been  received.  The 
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Department’s  letter  of  May  26  to  Judge  Marvin,  relative  to  that  sub¬ 
ject,  was  as  follows: 

All  persons  captured  on  board  of  vessels  running  or  attempting  to  run  the  blockade, 
except  foreigners,  will  be  retained  as  prisoners  and  sent  north  by  the  first  opportu- 
njty:  Persons  though  foreign  born,  if  naturalized,  or  if  they  have  exercised  the  right 
of  citizenship,  such  as  voting  at  elections,  will  be  retained  in  custody  like  native 
citizens. 

Another  letter  has  been  written  to  Judge  Marvin. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodokus  Bailey, 

Key  West,  Fla. 


Boat  expeditions  from  U.  S.  steamers  Somerset  and  Stars  and  Stripes 
to  St.  Marks  River  and  Marsh's  Island ,  Apalachee  Bay ,  July  12 
and  15,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  an  expedition,  consisting  of  5  armed 
boats  from  the  steamer  Somerset  and  3  from  the  steamer  Stars  and 
Stripes,  together  with  an  ambulance  boat,  the  whole  under  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Crosman,  and  numbering  130  persons,  started  up  the  St. 
Marks  River  on  the  night  of  the  12th  instant,  mainly  with  a  view  to 
making  a  thorough  reconnoissance,  and,  incidentally,  also  to  inflicting 
such  damage  upon  the  enemy  as  the  circumstances  might  render  feas¬ 
ible.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  avoid  observation  until  such  time 
as  an  opportunity  should  present  itself  for  striking  an  unexpected 
blow;  but  the  promise  of  rain  was  not  kept,  and  this,  together  with  the 
unfortunate  vigilance  and  promptness  of  a  picket  stationed  at  Port 
Leon,  rendered  further  secrecy  impossible.  A  few  shots  were  ex¬ 
changed,  and  one  of  our  men  was  slightly  wounded,  and  as  their  signal 
fires  and  alarm  guns  showed  an  instant  state  of  readiness,  as  also  it 
was  known  that  600  rebel  troops  could  be  concentrated  at  an  hour’s 
notice,  the  boats  were  withdrawn,  having  first  ascertained  that  the 
channel  was  obstructed  about  1,000  yards  below  Port  Leon,  so  that  the 
vessels  could  not  pass  up.  Under  the  circumstances  any  further  opera¬ 
tions  in  that  direction  were  wisely  abandoned,  beyond  throwing  a  few 
shell  at  the  trains,  which  were  bringing  in  troops  from  Tallahassee,  and 
burning  the  stairway  of  the  light-house,  where  a  lookout  is  kept. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  then  turned  his  attention  to  some 
salt  works  on  Marsh’s  Island,  near  the  Ocklockonee  River,  from  which 
it  was  supposed  the  men  had  probably  been  called  in  for  the  defense 
of  St.  Marks,  and  where  consequently  our  men  destroyed  50  salt 
boilers,  together  with  the  buildings  attached  and  some  60  bushels  of 
salt,  without  opposition  or  loss,  beside  capturing  3  prisoners  and  res¬ 
cuing  6  contrabands. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman  is  warm  in  his  commendation  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  both  vessels  acting  under  his  orders,  both  as  to 


494 


BAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


their  spirit  and  efficiency,  and  I  am  constrained  to  express  the  same 
opinion  of  him. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Crosman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  D.  S.  S. 

Somerset. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

East  Pass ,  St.  George! s  Sound ,  July  16,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  5th  I  requested  Lieutenant-Commander  Morris  to  send 
me  the  Chambers  at  this  place,  that  I  might  leave  that  vessel  to  main¬ 
tainable  blockade  while  I  went  to  St.  Marks  to  relieve  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  in  case  she  needed  coal,  as  I  expected,  and  to  destroy  all  the 
salt  works  in  that  vicinity. 

On  the  8th  the  Chambers  anchored  in  East  Pass. 

The  morning  of  the  12th  got  underway  for  St.  Marks,  anchored  off 
Ocklockonee  Shoal  at  about  3  p.  m.,  13  miles  from  the  light-house,  and 
fired  a  gun  upon  my  arrival.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  was  soon  along¬ 
side.  Captain  Willcomb  told  me  he  had  plenty  of  coal,  and  I  would 
have  returned,  but  it  occurred  to  me  that  no  moon  would  be  up  that 
night;  that  it  was  nearly  change;  that  there  was  generally  a  smart 
breeze  during  the  night;  that  the  tides  were  spring  and  neap,  or  nearly 
so,  and  I  ordered  him  to  prepare  all  his  men  and  boats  for  a  night 
expedition. 

After  the  shades  of  evening  had  shut  in  the  vessels  from  the  vigilant 
gaze  of  the  rebel  pickets  in  the  light-house  both  ships  got  underway, 
steamed  up  to  the  bar,  and  anchored. 

At  9  p.  m.  five  boats  from  the  Somerset  and  three  from  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  shoved  off,  formed  line  ahead,  and  pulled  for  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  The  oars  were  all  muffled  and  a  spare  set  of  mufflers  was 
in  each  boat.  Each  man  had  his  metal  bayonet  scabbard  covered  with 
blue  flannel  and  a  white  cap  to  be  put  on  at  the  order.  Handcuffs  and 
spare  trailing  lines  were  also  provided  to  secure  the  prisoners. 

Before  starting  the  officers  were  told  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
which  was  the  first  intimation  they  received.  This  was  to  pass  up  the 
St.  Marks  to  the  Wakulla  River  above  the  hospital,  land,  storm  the 
battery  and  spike  the  guns,  then  embark,  make  a  dash  at  Newport, 
capture  the  Spray ,  make  prize  of  all  the  cotton  in  that  neighborhood’ 
burn  the  Government  buildings,  which  are  extensive  and  valuable,  and 
come  down  the  river  in  the  Spray ,  whose  two  guns  beside  our  own 
rifles  would  effectually  scour  the  banks. 

No  precaution  was  neglected,  and  all  were  enthusiastic  and  sanguine 
of  success. 

.  With  the  young  flood  tide,  at  9  p.  m.,  we  pulled  for  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  On  entering  it  the  pilot  came  into  my  boat  and  the  line  pro¬ 
ceeded  slowly  and  silently,  threading  its  way  among  the  oyster  bars 
and  numerous  shoals  of  the  channel.  I  led  the  boats,  and  the  Somerset1  s 
boats  preceded  those  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes ,  the  ambulance  boat 
bringing  up  the  rear.  We  numbered  130,  all  told. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


495 


The  picket  fires  could  be  seen  dimly  burning  near  the  light-house 
and  about  the  solid  ground  to  the  east  of  the  river,  and  one  faint  light 
showed  itself  at.  Port  Leon  about  1^  miles  from  the  battery  at  St. 
Marks,  near  which  light  we  must  pass  within  less  than  10(4  yards. 
The  clouds  which  in  starting  had  obscured  the  stars  were  fast  fading 
away,  and  the  fresh  breeze  too  had  died  entirely  out.  Yet  there  was 
no  moon,  and  I  hoped  we  might  pass  unobserved  by  keeping-  close 
against  the  west  bank,  where  the  boats  would  be  projected  against  the 
high  swamp  grass  of  the  shore.  I  had  given  orders  that  if  we  should 
be  fired  upon  by  a  picket,  no  one  was  to  return  it  without  an  order. 

Pulling  silently  and  slowly  close  in  to  the  grass,  no  noise  could  be 
heard,  save  the  plash  of  the  water  as  it  struck  the  bows  of  the  boats 
and  rippled  past,  and  we  reached  Port  Leon,  when  the  picket  hailed 
us.  All  the  boats  laid  on  their  oars.  I  replied  to  his  hail,  that  I  had 
been  fishing  down  the  river  and  was  going  up  to  St.  Marks  to  sell  the 
fish. 

He  hailed  again  and  told  me  to  come  on  shore.  I  replied  that  I  was 
coming,  and  whispering  to  my  executive  officer  to  keep  the  boats  in 
their  present  position,  went  toward  the  fire  with  the  intention  of  cap¬ 
turing  the  guard  before  they  could  give  the  alarm.  Presently  a  brand 
was  thrown  in  the  air,  the  fire  commenced  to  burn  brightly,  two  or 
three. caps  snapped,  then  apparently  having  found  one  that  would  go, 
the  picket  sent  a  bullet  through  the  biceps  muscle  of  one  of  my  men 
in  the  launch.  Four  or  five  shots  were  given  us,  and  seeing  the  signal 
fires  blazing  up  brightly  all  about  the  east  part  of  the  river,  knowing 
the  surprise  was  now  over  and  no  chance  of  effecting  our  purpose 
remained,  I  gave  orders  to  return  the  fire. 

Two  signal  guns  were  fired  from  the  battery,  and  everything 
denoted  consternation  and  alarm  upon  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Had 
I  kept  on  I  should  have  pulled  through  a  narrow  river  exposed  for  1 
mile  to  the  raking  fire  of  the  battery,  to  the  fire  of  skirmishers  upon 
the  east  bank,  and  probably  by  the  time  I  arrived  my  force  would 
have  been  so  reduced  as  to  make  an  assault  the  result  of  mere  folly. 
I  therefore  with  much  regret  gave  the  order  to  retreat,  formed  the 
line  in  reverse  order,  bringing  up  the  rear  myself,  and  pulled  quietly 
back;  the  Stars  and  Stripes’  launch  which  I  had  ordered  to  lead  the 
retreat,  on  account  of  her  great  draft  of  water,  capturing  a  sailboat 
with  compass,  provisions,  cigars,  charts,  etc.,  on  the  way.  Two  men 
who  were  in  the  boat  jumped  out  and  had  to  wade  some  2  miles 
through  swamps  to  reach  solid  ground. 

We  reached  the  ships  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  13th. 

Meade,  the  man  wounded,  will  soon  be  well  again,  as  his  wound  is 
quite  slight. 

The  afternoon  of  the  13th  two  cars  were  seen  to  come  into  St. 
Marks  and  shortly  after  another  train,  no  doubt  bringing  troops  from 
Tallahassee. 

I  steamed  in  toward  Spanish  Hole,  shelling  the  troops  about  the 
light-house,  the  Stars  and  Stripes  doing  the  same.  The  morning  of 
the  14th  I  anchored  in  Spanish  Hole,  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  pull  to 
pieces  a  shed  at  the  light-house  that  I  might  have  material  to  build  a 
coal  bin  around  my  steam  drum,  and  also  stakes  to  put  down  upon  the 
bars  of  the  river. 

I  went  myself  then  to  the  last  stake,  which  marks  the  point  of  an 
oyster  bar  about  1,000  yards  to  the  southward  of  Port  Leon,  and  found 
a  scow  sunk  with  about  100  tons  of  stone,  right  in  the  channel.  My 
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vessel  was  all  ready  to  go  up,  and  had  it  not  been  for  this  obstruction, 
insurmountable  as  it  is,  I  am  quite  sure  I  could  have  whipped  the 
rebels  from  their  battery,  spiked  the  guns,  captured  the  Spray,  and 
destroyed  Newport. 

I  neglected  to  state  that  the  Spray  came  down  on  the  13th  within 
about  4  miles  of  my  vessel  and  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce.  I  responded 
with  one  at  the  fore,  and  when  a  boat  came  from  her,  sent  Mr.  Chat- 
field,  the  executive  officer,  in  the  launch  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  com¬ 
municate  with  her.  The  object,  1  think,  was  to  reconnoiter,  but  the 
only  question  they  desired  to  propound  was  in  relation  to  the  white  and 
yellow  flag  at  the  main,  which  they  had  supposed  to  be  a  flag  of  truce. 

The  Spray’s  boat  met  mine  equally  distant  from  the  vessels.  No 
information  whatever  was  elicited. 

On  the  15th  1  landed  and  burned  out  the  stairway  of  the  light-house, 
besides  a  quantity  of  corn  stored  there.  I  think  it  will  be  some  time 
before  the  rebel  pickets  can  use  the  light-house  as  a  lookout. 

.  Giving  up  all  idea  of  taking  the  battery  on  account  of  the  obstruc¬ 
tions,  I  got  underway  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  15th,  and  in  company  with  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  steamed  down  to  the  northward  of  Ocklockonee 
Bay.  Here  we  arrived  at  12:30,  and  all  the  boats  were  sent  on  shore 
to  destroy  the  salt  works.  My  executive  officer,  Mr.  Chatfield,  had 
command  of  the  expedition,  and  performed  his  duty  in  a  highly  credita¬ 
ble  and  officer-like  manner.  1  enclose  his  report: 

Some  60  bushels  of  salt,  a  number  of  shanties,  and  50  salt  boilers 
were  destroyed. 

Three  white  men  and  six  negroes  were- also  captured,  the  latter 
coming  off  voluntarily. 

I  will  send  them  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Oil  the  16th  I  got  underway,  parted  company  with  the  Stars  and 
Stripes ,  and  arrived  here  in  the  evening. 

During  the  night  expedition  up  the  river,  ashore  at  the  salt  works, 
and  during  the  time  Captain  Willcomb  was  cooperating  with  me,  I  was 
much  pleased  with  the  activity  and  ardor  with  which  he  obeyed  my 
instructions.  His  officers  and  men  also  did  their  duty,  and  the  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  was  always  careful,  energetic,  and 
attentive.  As  regards  my  own  officers,  I  have  frequently  written  of 
Mr.  Chatfield,  who  merits  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  all  did  their  whole  duty. 

1  regret  the  failure  of  a  long-cherished  scheme,  but  would  not  have 
regretted  it,  I  am  confident,  had  the  weather  proved  propitious.  Had 
that  rascally  picket  not  proved  so  vigilant  and  wakeful,  the  attempt 
would  have  been  a  complete  success,  and  1  should  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  sending  you  perhaps  600  or  700  bales  of  cotton.  Or  had  the  night 
proved  what  the  clouds  seemed  to  presage,  a  dark  and  rainy  one,  the 
tale  would  have  been  different. 

I  enclose*  a  sketch  of  the  battery,  a  tracing  of  the  river,  and  have 
drawn  a  diagram  illustrating  the  position  of  the  scow,  or  obstruction 
in  the  channel. 

I  am  still  convinced,  sir,  that  with  my  men  drilled  as  they  are  so  as 
to  be  obedient  to  the  bugle  call  when  acting  as  skirmishers,  I  can  whip 
the  lebels  off  of  the  point  at  8t.  Marks.  But  to  achieve  any  great 
lesult  I  would  like  200  or  300  soldiers;  with  them  and  my  own  men 
1  could  march  up  to  Newport,  capture  any  quantity  of  cotton,  perhaps 


*  See  page  500. 
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1,000  bales,  then  come  down  the  river  to  St.  Marks,  storm  the  fort, 
cut  the  wires,  tear  up  the  railroad  track,  and  throw  the  guns  into  the 
river,  returning  to  the  ships  in  the  Spray. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Crosman, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TI.  S.  Navy. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Chatfield,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  to  Marsh’s  Island 

for  the  destruction  of  salt  works. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset,  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Ocklockonee  Bay ,  Fla. ,  July  16,  1863. 

'  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order 
directing  me  to  organize  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  salt  works  on  Marsh’s  Island,  Apalachee  Bay,  I  left  the  ship  at 
1  o’clock jp.  m.  J uly  15,  with  the  two  cutters  and  launches,  carrying  a 
force  of  TO  officers  and  men.  The  gig  accompanied  the  expedition  as 
an  ambulance  boat,  in  charge  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Cooke. 

Having  ascertained  that  there  were  two  different  sets  of  works  upon 
the  island,  1  landed  my  whole  force,  threw  out  pickets  and  deployed  a 
line  of  skirmishers  to  protect  the  working  parties. 

I  found  at  this  place  some  contrabands,  who  informed  me  that  there 
were  no  troops  upon  the  island,  all  having  left  one  week  before. 

W e  here  destroyed  27  salt  boilers,  about  60  bushels  of  salt,  and  burned 
all  the  buildings,  etc.,  thus  thoroughly  breaking  up  the  establishments. 

Six  of  the  10  or  12  contrabands  found  at  this  place  claiming  my 
protection,  I  brought  them  off  with  me,  and  they  are  now  on  board. 

The  boats  from  the  U.  S.  S._  Stars  and  Stripes  landed  about  one-half 
mile  to  the  right  of  us,  destroyed  23  boilers,  etc.,  and  captured  3 
prisoners. 

Uniting  our  forces,  we  reconnoitered  the  whole  island,  and  ascer¬ 
taining  that  there  were  no  more  works  of  any  kind,  we  returned  to  the 
ship,  arriving  on  board  at  7  o’clock  p.  m. 

The  combined  result  of  the  expedition  was  the  destruction  of  50  salt 
boilers,  together  with  their  buildings,  etc. ,  and  60  bushels  of  salt,  the 
capture  of  3  prisoners,  and  bringing  off  of  6  contrabands. 

We  met  with  no  opposition  and  returned  without  any  accident. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Chatfield, 

Acting  Master,  TJ.  S.  Nawy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navjr, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Somerset,  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

N  W  R — VOL  17 - 32 


498 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Willcomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
regarding  expedition  in  St.  Marks  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks  Bay ,  Fla. ,  July  19,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  12th  instant  U.  S.  S.  Somerset ,  Lieutenant-Commander 
A.  F.  Crosman,  arrived  here.  I  immediately  went  on  board,  when 
Captain  Crosman  informed  me  that  he  intended  to  proceed  up  to  St. 
Marks  with  all  the  available  force  at  his  and  my  command.  I  told 
him  I  was  ready.  At  8:45  p.  m.  my  first,  second,  and  third  cutters, 
under  command  of  Acting  Master  L.  W.  Hill,  accompanied  by  Acting 
Master  George  Ashbury,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Benjamin  Marshall, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  John  J.  Pratt,  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Henry  B.  Conklin,  and  42  armed  men,  left  this  vessel  and  went  along¬ 
side  the  Somerset.  About  9  p.  m.  they  left  the  Somerset  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  St.  Marks  River.  Unfortunately  they  were  discovered 
by  the  enemy’s  picket,  about  2£  miles  below  the  fort,  and  were  tired 
at  by  the  picket  as  well  as  the  fort,  and  were  obliged  to  abandon  the 
expedition  and  return  to  the  ship. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  surprise  the  fort,  spike  the 
guns,  and  make  prisoners  of  the  garrison  and  proceed  up  to  St.  Marks, 
capture  the  rebel  steamer  Spray  and  such  other  vessels  as  they  might 
find,  then  proceed  up  to  Newport  and  destroy  the  foundry  and  machine 
shop  at  that  place. 

Captain  Crosman  and  myself  the  following  day  took  my  first  cutter 
and  an  armed  crew  and  proceeded  up  the  river  to  sound  and  stake  out 
the  channel  and  to  try  and  get  our  ships  up,  but  we  found  a  large 
barge  full  of  stone  sunk  across  the  channel  about  1^  miles  below  Port 
Leon,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  an}^  vessel  drawing  over  4  feet  of 
water  to  pass  by  it,  even  at  high  tide. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  at  6  a.  m.,  Captain  Crosman  and  myself 
went  on  shore  in  my  gig  at  the  light-house  and  set  fire  to  the  wooden 
steps  and  burned  all  the  woodwork  inside,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from 
using  it  as  a  lookout  station.  At  9  a.  m.  I  got  underway  from  Spanish 
Hole,  the  Somerset  following,  and  proceeded  close  up  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Ocklockonee  River,  and  came  to  about  3  miles  from  Pawtuxett  Point, 
armed  all  our  boats,  and  landed  in  two  divisions;  Somerset’s  boats 
landed  about  1  mile  outside  of  mine.  For  the  success  of  this  expedi¬ 
tion  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  report  of  Acting  Master 
L.  W.  Hill.  They  destroyed  about  $30,000  worth  of  property  and 
captured  three  white  prisoners,  which  I  turned  over  to  Captain 
Crosman. 

At  2  p.  m.  Captain  Crosman  and  myself  went  on  shore  in  my  gig 
and  landed  at  another  point  and  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  several 
buildings. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report.  I  should  have  landed  and  destroyed 
these  salt  works  before,  but  did  not  think  it  prudent  with  so  small  a 
force  as  I  had  at  my  command,  as  they  have  always  kept  one  or  two 
companies  at  that  place;  but  they  were  recalled  to  St.  Marks  the  day 
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bef°re,  as  they  were  anticipating  an  attack  up  there.  The  Somerset 
left  heie  on  the  lbth  for  her  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailet, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron , 

Flagship  Magnolia ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hill,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and 

Stripes. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks,  Fla. ,  July  16,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following- 
report :  & 

On  the  12th  of  July,  according  to  instructions,  I,  accompanied  by 
Acting  Master  George  Ashbury,  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  John  J. 
Pratt,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Benjamin  Marshall,  and  Master’s 
Mate  Henry  B.  Conklin,  proceeded  with  42  armed  men  in  the  first, 
second,  and  third  cutters,  and  reported  to  Captain  Grosman  on  board 
U.  S.  S.  Somerset  for  duty. 

We  immediately  proceeded  in  company  with  his  boats  up  St.  Marks 
River,  with  the  object  of  taking  the  fort  near  St.  Marks,  of  capturing 
the  rebel  steamer  Spray,  and  any  other  vessel  in  that  locality,  but 
upon  arriving  at  Port  Leon,  1^  miles  from  the  fort,  we  were  discov¬ 
ered  and  fired  upon  by  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  immediately  after¬ 
wards  from  the  fort  itself,  when  we  returned  to  our  respective  vessels. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  July  15,  I  also  have  to  report  that 
we  proceeded  to  Ocklockonee  Bay,  where  the  force  was  divided  into 
parties.  One,  consisting  of  all  our  own  boats  under  my  command, 
landed  on  Pawtuxett  Point,  where  we  discovered  two  extensive  salt 
works,  consisting  of  23  salt  boilers,  several  houses,  a  large  number  of 
wagons  and  other  implements,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  salt,  all  of 
which  property,  valued  at  $30,000,  was  destroyed  or  rendered  useless 
to  the  enemy.  After  which  we  returned  to  our  vessels,  bringing  three 
white  prisoners. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  Hill, 

Acting  Master,  Executive  Officer. 

Chas.  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and,  Stripes. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Williams ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  S. 
schooner  Annie ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  whaleboat  Alice ,  from 
Havana ,  (Juba. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Annie, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  July  13,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  report  of  the  capture  of  the 
whaleboat  Alice,  from  Havana,  the  11th  instant,  bound  to  Tampa. 
Upon  my  reaching1  the  Northwest  Channel  light-house,  I  was  boarded 
by  the  keeper,  who  reported  a  suspicious  boat,  with  6  men  in  her,  hav¬ 
ing  been  seen  in  behind  Cotteral’s  Key,  and  he  feared  an  attack  on  the 
light-house  after  dark.  I  anchored  and  sent  my  boat,  and  also  the 
keeper’s,  fully  manned  and  armed,  and  found  the  above-mentioned 
boat. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Williams, 

Acting  Ensign,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Zerega ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Jasmine,  regarding  the  capjture  of  the  sloop  Relampago. 

U.  S.  S.  Jasmine, 

Lat.  36°  Iff  N,  Long.  82°  If  W.,  July  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  captured 
the  sloop  Relampago ,  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo  (among  which  are 
JO  copper  tubes  for  a  boiler),  cleared  from  Havana  July  10,  1863,  and 
bound  to  Matamoras. 

W e  saw  her  at  daylight  about  7  miles  to  the  eastward  of  us,  stand¬ 
ing  to  the  northward  and  eastward  with  the  wind  from  the  southward 
and  eastward. 

When  we  came  within  range  of  our  guns  we  hoisted  our  colors  and 
fired  a  blank  charge,  upon  which  she  hove  to,  but  did  not  show  any 
colors. 

Her  answer  to  the  hail  of  “Where  are  you  bound?”  was  “Key 
West.”  ...  ' 

Her  captain,  William  Hudson,  came  on  board  with  his  papers, 
among  which  1  could  not  find  any  register.  While  I  was  examining 
his  papers  a  steamer  burning  black  smoke  was  reported  in  sight,  and 
we  went  in  chase  of  her.  After  chasing  her  six  hours  I  gave  up  the 
attempt  and  returned  to  the  sloop,  which  I  took  in  tow  for  Key  West. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  all  the  officers  and  crew  on  board  this 
steamer  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

No  other  vessel  in  sight. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  L.  B.  Zerega, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Jasmine. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Handy,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  the  delivery  of  howitzers ,  with 
ammunition ,  to  Brigadier-  General  Woodbury ,  U.  S.  Army. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  15,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  Brigadier-General 
Woodbury  two  heavy  12-pounder  howitzers,  together  with  boat  car¬ 
riages,  equipments,  and  implements  complete  (except  that  he  will 
require  but  three  passing  boxes);  also  the  following  ammunition, 
etc.:  18  shell,  36  shrapnel,  36  canister,  500  cannon  primers. 

You  will  take  receipts  for  these  articles  from  the  officer  authorized 
by  General  Woodbury  to  take  charge  of  them. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Commander  Robert  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Ordnance  Ship  Bale. 


Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  July  15, 1863. 


Name. 


Beauregard . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea... 
Hendrick  Hudson 

Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers _ 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . . 

Port  Royal . . 

Pursuit . . 

Restless . . 

Roebuck  . 

San  Jacinto . 

Sagamore . 

Somerset . 

Sunflower . 

Stars  and  Stripes . . 

Tahoma  . . . 

Wanderer . 

TEnpers. 


Commander. 


Actg.  Ensign  [Actg.  Master]  F. 
Burgess. 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 


Capt.W.M.  Walker. 


Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . 
Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . . . 
Actg.  V ol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . . . 
Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . . 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Newcomb . 


Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 
Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman _ 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb . 
Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes 
Actg.  Master  J.  0.  Barclay  . . . 


Class  and  station. 


Schooner.  Mosquito  Inlet. 

Ordnance  ship.  Ordnance  storeship 
at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cruising  between  26°  30' 
and  29°  30'  N.  and  85°  and  87°  W. 

Schooner.  Guard  ship,  Kev  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Same  as  De  Soto. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Gone  to  New  York  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Bark.  Indian  River. 

Bark.  Cruising  between  26°  and  28° 
N.  and  between  83°  and  85°  W. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Steamer.  Flagship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Key  West;  about  starting 
for  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  northward  of 
Tortugas,  bet  ween  83°  and  85°  W. 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Fitting  for  hospital  ship 
at  Key  West,  1 


Ariel 


Brockenborough 

Ezilda  . . , , . 

Two  Sisters . . . .  „ 


Julia 


Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto- 
cruising  between  Bahia  Honda  and 
Indian  Key. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal;  West 
Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Schooner.  Key  West;  condemned. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto; 
cruising  between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Cedar  Keys. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie.  Guard 
vessel,  inside  Key  West. 
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Name. 

Commander. 

Class  and  station. 

tenders — continued. 

Stonewall . 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Huntsville. 
Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry. 
Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Dale.  Same  as 
Restless. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 

Fitting  out  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Lighter,  Key  West. 

Annie . 

Fox . 

Rosalie . 

Sea  Bird . 

Carmita . 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Cornrnander  McDougal ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Hen¬ 
drick  Hudson,  to  proceed  off  Cape  San  Bias  in  search  of  cotton 
thrown  overboard  by  blockade  runner. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  16,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  prepare  your  vessel  for  sea  with  all  possible  dispatch 
for  an  absence  of  fifteen  days,  postponing  all  repairs  that  are  not  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  until  your  return. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jouett  reports  that  while  chasing  a  vessel 
to  the  westward  of  Cape  San  Bias,  [Fla.],  a  day  or  two  ago,  she  threw 
overboard  upward  of  300  bales  of  cotton,  in  order  to  escape  from  him. 
It  is  probable  that  a  large  portion  of  this  cotton  may  be  recovered  by 
an  early  effort  to  do  so.  You  will  therefore  see  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Jouett  and  obtain  from  him  all  the  information  possible  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  precise  locality  where  it  was  thrown  overboard,  and  then 
proceed  to  the  spot  (without,  however,  neglecting  the  ordinary  duties 
of  a  cruiser  in  case  of  falling  in  with  any  vessel)  and  pick  up  as  much 
of  it  as  possible. 

Having  performed  this  duty,  you  will  return  to  this  port. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  J.  McDougal,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson. 


R  eport  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Morris,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Port  Royal,  regarding  expedition  for  the  capture  of  cotton 
m  Apalachicola,  Fla. ,  July  16,  1863. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

Key  West ,  Fla, ,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  having  received  information 
that  there  was  a  quantity  of  loose  cotton  in  the  city  of  Apalachicola, 
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reac  y  Pass  blockade,  I,  on  the  night  of  the  16th  of  July, 
"bo,  sent  an  armed  expedition  to  said  city  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
l  da£p  of  cotton.  I  also  found  12  bales  of  cotton  on  the  beach  between 
the  2d  and  15th  day  of  July,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

TT  „  Tir  Lieutenant-  Commander.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regardinq  the 
proposed  sale  of  the  steam  tug  Union. 

No.  248.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

c  .  Key  West ,  July  17 ,  1863. 

bra:  deferring  to  my  communication  dated  July  11  and  numbered 
239,  1  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Union  (steam  tug), 
referred  to  in  that  letter  has  made  three  unsuccessful  efforts  to  pro¬ 
ceed  north,  being  in  each  instance  compelled  to  return  to  this  port  in 
consequence  of  serious  leakages  that  threatened  to  sink  the  vessel.  I 
do  not  think  she  is  in  a  ht  condition  to  make  the  voyage  even  at  this 
season.  I  shall  therefore  permit  her  to  be  sold  here.  She  can  not  be 
dangerous  as  a  blockade  runner,  making  but  3  to  4  knots  in  the  open 

purposes. beiD^  unseaworthy  1  could  make  no  use  of  her  for  naval 

6  inches°nnage  °f  ^  Union  is  114  tons’  and  the  draft  of  water  8  feet 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T  Baxley 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  GutfBlockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Capture  of  the  steamers  James  Battle  and  William  Bagley,  July  17  and 

18,  1863. 

Report  of  Captain  Walk.,,  u.  s.  N„y,  commanding  c.  s.  s.  Re  Soto,  regarding  tt. 

ure  of  the  steamer  James  Battle.  “ 


ta  r  Qvlf  of  Mexico,  July  18,  1863. 

21'  longitudVee87°e8'hTnQ0i:  ^  1?f°™  ,y°.U  that  this  da-G  ^  latitude  29° 

At  the  time  of  this  capture  a  sail  was  in  sight,  so  far  distant  that 

ttras  asaS 
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The  engine  of  the  prize,  as  was  supposed,  had  been  purposely 
deranged  just  previous  to  her  surrender,  and  we  were  some  hours 
delayed  in  adjusting  it.  While  thus  engaged,  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
the  capture,  the  stranger  came  up  and  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossi¬ 
pee,  Captain  Gillis. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Cajptain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  1).  C. 

[Same  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey.] 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  trans¬ 
mitting  report  of  Captain  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  133.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Lat.  33 °  88'  30"  N,  Long.  76°  17'  W.,  August  8 ,  1863. 
Sir:  1  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  J.  P.  Gillis 
of  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  steamers  James  Battle  and  William 
Bagley.  1  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
conduct  of  Captain  W.  M.  Walker,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto , 
attached  to  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Mobile,  July  17,  1863. 

Admiral:  *  *  * 

18th  July. — About  1  o’clock  a.  m.,  while  at  anchor  off  the  Swash 
Channel,  the  Aroostook  and  Kennebec  at  their  positions  to  the  east¬ 
ward,  they  made  signal  “A  steamer  running  out  this  pass,  standing 
S.  E.”  We  got  underway  and  stood  in  chase;  overhauled  and  passed 
the  gunboats,  smoke  of  chase  in  sight;  at  daylight  discovered  her  to 
be  a  side-wheel  steamer,  and  also  another  steamer  on  our  port  beam 
making  black  smoke;  signalized  the  Kennebec  to  run  for  her;  discov¬ 
ered  a  third  steamer  about  standing  for  us;  soon  after  she  stood  for 
the  steamer  we  were  in  pursuit  of  and  fired  several  guns;  the  chased 
vessel  hove  to  and  we  saw  her  boarded  and  seized  as  a  prize  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  she  showing  her  number  in  answer  to  ours;  we 
closed  in  and  found,  about  70  miles  southeast  of  our  anchorage  off 
Mobile,  the  prize  to  be  the  James  Battle,  from  Mobile  for  Havana, 
cargo  600  or  more  bales  of  cotton,  rosin,  crew,  and  passengers.  I 
told  Captain  Walker,  of  the  De  Soto,  we  had  chased  her  from  off 
Mobile  and  that  I  would  send  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
our  list  of  crew  and  officers,  and  directed  him  to  send  the  prize  to  New 
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Oi  leans  for  adjudication,  saying  it  was  your  order,  there  being  no  dis¬ 
trict  court  at  Key  West. 

While  we  were  in  chase  of  the  prize  she  threw  overboard  some  50 
bales  of  cotton;  learn  since  that  the  Aroostook  picked  up  forty  odd 
bales  of  it. 

The  Ossipee  then  stood  to  the  eastward  to  intercept  the  steamer  we 
had  seen  and  left  Kennebec  in  chase  of.  At  sunset  the  hull  of  said 
steamer  was  full  in  sight.  W e  continued  to  gain  on  her.  At  11  o’clock 
p.  m.  fired  30-pounder  at  her,  and  she  immediately  hove  to  and  showed 
lights  a  short  distance  ahead  on  our  port  bow  (her  master  says  the  shot 
struck  on  steamer’s  starboard  quarter  and  ricochetted  across  her  bow) 
As  we  were  lowering  a  boat,  having  hailed  her  to  take  possession 
(which  we  did,  and  distributed  prisoners  to  this  ship  and  Kennebec, ), 
the  Ve  botov^x  up,  dropped  a  boat,  and  sent  on  board  of  our  prize 
-Li eut e n ant -  Com m an d er  Bradford  as  prize  master,  and  took  on  board 
-L>e  boto  the  master  of  steamer,  with  his  papers;  on  learning  which  I 
hailed  the  De  Soto ,  saying  to  Captain  Walker,  “The  prize  is  ours  ” 

aiKwu t  °n  board  orders  for  him  to  send  me  the  master  of  steamer 
with  the  papers  of  the  prize;  also  to  send  on  board  of  her  for  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Robert  F.  Bradford,  which,  after  some  delay,  he 
u'  -^fC^ilved  ^rom  Captain  Walker  the  accompanying  letter  (copy 
herewith),  the  propriety  and  justice  of  which  reminds  me  of  the  cor- 
m^rntnda  ned  by  Worcester  as  “a  voracious  aquatic  bird.” 

i-hQjJe  boto  had  overhauled  us,  having  great  speed,  but  a  very  short 
time  before,  or  about  the  time  we  captured  the  steamer,  and  it  is 
doubted  whether  she  saw  her,  but  had  followed  in  our  track,  knowing 
we  were  in  pursuit— seized  clandestinely  the  opportunity  in  the  dark” 
ness  to  throw  on  board  a  prize  master  and  receive  steamer’s  papers 

S,  T1'  Bagley'  396»*  t0"s  burd»«,  Charles 

brisk,  master,  from  Mobile  to  Havana,  with  700  bales  of  cotton  on 

S0^  To  CrfW’  22,m. number-  We  captured  her  176  miles 

k  •'  ®be  ls  one  tbe  tw°  which  ran  out  in  the 

night  °f  the  17th-18th  instant,  crossing  the  swash,  and,  keeping  very 

ww  ^L1’  thei land,  (and  “.S«*ers,  8  feet  water;  she  draws  but  5* 
fnw °f I1'®  eastward’  \ery  difficult  to  detect  from  color,  and  setting 
low  in  the  water.  Both  vessels  captured  on  the  18th  instant  seized 

proclamation!86881011^  f°r  yiolation  of  blockade  under  the  President’s 

but  did  r1  Send  the James  Battle  to  New  Orleans, 

nectioJ wfth The W?7r™nK 3taccouat  fo.r  his  Jugular  conduct  in  coll¬ 
ection  with  the  Wilham  Bagley ,  unless  it  was  to  deprive  you  of  your 

porhon  of  prize  money  Allow  me  to  refer  you  to  Upton  on  Prize 
Courts,  page  114.  Lord  Stowell  says:  p 

n.iSn%“n„g„;L‘^Sn  th°  dedlti°-‘he  “*  °<  <°™a>  sub- 

I  enclose  certificate  (copy  of)  of  her  master,  Charles  Frisk,  which  is 
conclusive,  should  any  question  be  raised.  ’  8 

* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Captain,  Comdg .  Third  Division  West  Gulf  BlocMgG Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Kew  Orleans. 
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[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  July  18,  1863 . 

Sir:  Enclosed  1  send  on  board  to  you  by  your  order,  conveyed  to 
me  by  Charles  [W.]  Adams,  acting-  ensign  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
Ossipee,  and  also  by  O.  L.  S.  Roberts,  acting  ensign  in  this  ship,  the 
papers  of  the  steamer  William  Bagley,  of  Mobile,  from  Mobile  bound 
to  Havana,  seized  and  taken  possession  of  by  this  ship  for  violation  of 
the  blockade  proclaimed  and  instituted  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

The  steamer  William  Bagley  is  said  to  be  laden  with  700  bales 
cotton. 

I  send  on  board  by  the  same  conveyance  and  by  your  order  Charles 
Frisk,  master  of  the  William  Bagley. 

At  the  time  of  taking  possession  of  the  William  Bagley  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Ossipee  and  Kennebec  were  in  sight. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  /S.  Ossipee. 


U.  S.  S.  Ossipee, 

July  18,  1863. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  was  chased  from  morning  by  a  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  and  from  noon  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee.  At  11:02  p.  m.  the 
Ossipee  being  within  short  range,  a  gun  was  fired  at  me,  upon  which 
I  hove  to. 

No  other  gun  was  fired. 

The  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  coming  up  soon  after,  passed  between  us,  and, 
lowering  a  boat,  boarded  me  and  sent  me,  with  my  papers,  on  board 
the  De  Soto,  from  whence  1  was  removed  to  the  vessel  capturing  me. 

I  hove  to  for  or  surrendered  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee. 

Chas.  Frisk, 

Commanding  Prize  Steamer  Wm.  Bagley. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  disputing  the  claims 
of  Captain  Gillis,  TJ.  S,  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  regarding  the  captures. 

U.  S.  Ship  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  JulyW,  1863. 

Sir:  The  morning  of  Saturday  the  18th  found  us  lying  to  in  lati¬ 
tude  29°  21',  longitude  87°  08',  the  position  1  had  selected  at  night. 

At  5:15  discovered  a  smoke  bearing  nearly  west;  stood  for  it.  At 
6:15  made  another  smoke  on  the  beam,  bearing  N.  by  E.,  and  at  6:30 
a  sail  abaft  the  beam.  Pressed  on  our  course,  when  at  length  it  was 
believed  that  the  steamer  ahead  was  an  armed  vessel  mounting  heavy 
guns  cleared  for  action.  We  now  gained  very  slowly  upon  her.  At 
7:15  showed  our  colors,  to  which  she  did  not  reply;  after  which  threw 
a  shot  in  her  direction,  to  which  she  paid  no  attention,  but  changed  her 
course,  increased  her  speed,  and  commenced  throwing  cotton  over¬ 
board. 
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We  then  fired  several  shots  which  fell  near  her;  we  began  to  be 
apprehensive  that  she  might  escape  us.  At  8:30  she  stopped;  sent 
alongside,  took  possession  and  put  a  prize  crew  on  board.  She  proved 
to  be  the  James  Battle ,  of  and  from  Mobile  for  Havana,  laden  with 
cotton.  After  we  were  in  possession  it  was  observed  that  the  sail  we 
had  first  seen  at  6: 30  was  distant  not  less  than  15  miles,  her  lower 
yards  just  appearing.  She  was  far  beyond  signal  distance.  At  10 
the  strange  sail  came  up,  proving  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  Captain 
Hulls.  1  was  necessarily  very  busy  and  said  so  as  she  passed,  and  my 
presence  absolutely  required  on  board  the  Be  Soto,  but  Captain  Gillis 
sent  a  boat  on  board  requiring  me  to  go  on  board  of  him.  He  had  noth¬ 
ing  of  importance  to  communicate,  but  enquired  particularly  about  the 
cargo  of  the  steamer.  He  then  said  that  Judge  Marvin  had  gone 
home,  there  was  no  court  at  Key  West,  and  suggested  I  should  send 
my  prize  to  New  Orleans,  that  they  were  very  inattentive  at  Key 
West,  etc.  I  replied,  on  the  contrary,  that  we  had  found  the  court  at 
7  Very  Pl’oniPt  in  attention  to  the  business  brought  before 

it,  and  that  my  orders  required  me  to  send  all  prizes  to  Key  West.  I 
begged  not  to  be  detained  and  arose  to  go,  enquiring  at  the  same  time 
of  Captain  (Mis  where  he  was  next  bound.  To  this  he  replied,  back 
to  Mobile.  I  then  returned  to  the  De  Soto  and  the  Ossipee  steamed 
away  on  a  course  about  E.  to  E.  £  S.,  and  in  time  disappeared  from 
view.  One  of  the  engines  of  the  prize  was  out  of  order;  probably 

had  been  put  out  of  order.  I  had  to  disconnect  it,  which  delayed  me 
some  time.  J 

My  resolution  had  eariy  been  taken  to  start  after  the  other  steamer 
with  the  determination  if  I  did  not  fall  in  with  her  to  await  her  off 
Havana.  Therefore  as  soon  as  the  James  Battle  was  underway  for 

SlX  AtXra?  °n  a  course  S.  E.  byE.;  not  a  ship,  not  a  smoke 
insight.  At  2.15  from  the  masthead  made  a  smoke.  At  3  AO  made 

the  Ossipee  and  a  smoke  to  the  southward  of  her.  We  kept  on  our 

rthee’iufcd '  httle S0Utherly-  A‘  3:30  made  “»*« 

At  dark  the  Ossipee  was  distant  about  6  to  7  miles,  the  smoke  we 
were  in  chase  of  apparently  about  12  miles.  At  about  10 : 15  came  up 
with  and  passed  on  our  port  beam  what  appeared  to  be  one  of  our 
gunboats;  as  she  passed  she  showed  her  night  signal,  to  which  we 

m?d16,d'  h  6f -hen  hcf’d  f  rom,  her  some  indistinct  hailing,  to  which  we 
paid  no  attention,  She  next  hung  a  lantern  over  the  stern,  for  what 
purpose  we  could  not  surmise  unless  to  direct  the  Ossipee,  for  it  was 
supposed  by  us  that  this  small  steamer  was  in  advance  of  the  Ossipee 

beam  We  keAnnff°V  ^  ^  °f  a  V6SSel  on  our  starboard 

beam.  ^  We  kept  off  to  the  southward  to  ascertain  if  she  were  the 

s  earner  we  were  in  chase  of,  but  on  nearing  discovered  her  to  be  the 

Ossipee.  Hauled  back  on  our  course,  and  soon  after  below  the  cloud 

of  smoke  we  were  following  we  saw  the  stranger  steamer. 

After  we  had  got  well  in  advance  of  the  Ossivee  and  were  mnklrm- 

preparations  to  hail  and  board  the  strange  vessel  the  Ossipee  fired  a 

fl0m  f  ra"  whereupon  tTshowed 
to  iiei  abaft  the  wheelhouse  our  night  signal.  As  we  closed  with  ibo 

stranger,  she  stopped.  We  then  boardec?  and  the 

s  eamei  Bagley,  Charles  Frisk,  master,  from  Mobile  for 

Wlt  l  baIef  oj  cotton,  and  the  master  and  his  papers  were 
ught  on  board.  W  hile  this  was  transpiring,  the  Ossipee  came  up 
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and  sent  an  officer  on  board  the  Bagley  to  take  possession,  who  was 
notified  that  the  steamer  was  in  possession  of  the  De  Soto.  Where¬ 
upon  the  officer  of  the  Ossipee  sent  his  boat  back  to  her,  it  is  presumed, 
with  that  information.  Meanwhile,  the  organization  of  the  prize 
[crew]  was  going  on,  the  executive  officer,  engineer,  and  other  officers, 
2d  seamen,  a  corporal,  and  marines  were  engaged  in  this  duty,  when  an 
officer  came  on  board  from  Captain  Gillis,  directing  me  to  send  the 
master  of  the  captured  steamer,  with  his  papers,  on  board  to  him,  who 
claimed  her  as  his  prize.  This  order  was  repeated  soon  after  through 
another  officer.  I  thereupon  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Brad¬ 
ford  to  give  the  William  Bagley  in  charge  of  the  officer  from  the 
Ossipee ,  and  so  soon  as  I  could  give  the  matter  attention  I  sealed  up 
the  papers  of  the  prize,  together  with  the  affidavit  of  the  officer  by 
whom  they  had  been  received,  and  sent  them,  accompanied  by  her  mas¬ 
ter,  on  board  to  Captain  Gillis,  to  whom,  at  the  same  time,  I  addressed 
at  midnight,  the  hastily  written  letter,*  whereof  I  enclose  a  copy. 

I  can  not  conclude  this  paper  without  expressing  my  surprise  at  the 
act  of  Captain  Gillis,  which  dispossessed  me  of  a  prize  within  the  limits 
of  your  command.  I  would  be  glad  to  learn  that  his  course,  which 
appears  so  high  handed,  may  be  justified  by  considerations  of  public 
safety  or  necessity  which  were  not  revealed  to  me. 

No  officer  has  a  higher  respect  than  I  have  for  the  prerogative  of 
rank,  nor  would  I  have  its  functions  abridged,  but  it  should  be  exer¬ 
cised  with  consideration  and  discretion  under  heavy  responsibility.  In 
the  instance  to  which  I  now  call  attention  Captain  Gillis  appears  to 
have  exercised  it  without  due  consideration  for  myself,  his  equal  in 
rank,  and  with  an  utter  disregard  of  that  comity  which  should  have 
led  him  to  refrain  from  all  unnecessary  interference  with  the  ships 
under  the  special  orders  of  the  admiral  commanding  the  Eastern  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 


Report  of  Captain  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  regarding  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  steamer  William  Bagley. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  July  W,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  night  of  the  18th 
instant  in  latitude  27°  31',  longitude  86°  10',  1  seized  and  took  posses¬ 
sion  of,  for  violation  of  the  blockade  proclaimed  and  instituted  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  steamer  William  Bagley , 
Charles  Frisk,  master,  of  and  from  Mobile,  laden  with  750  bales  of 
cotton  and  bound  to  Havana. 

After  I  was  in  possession  and  her  master  and  her  papers  had  been 
brought  on  board  this  ship,  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee  came  up  followed  by 
the  Kennebec,  whereupon  Captain  Gillis,  of  the  Ossipee ,  sent  a  boat  on 
board  the  prize  to  take  possession,  when  the  officer  sent  by  Captain 
Gillis  reported  to  him  that  she  was  in  possession  of  the  De  Soto. 


*See  p.  507. 
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The  necessary  organization  of  the  prize  was  being  carried  on  on 
board  of  her  by  my  orders,  when  Captain  Grillis  sent  an  officer  direct¬ 
ing  me  to  send  the  master  of  the  William  Bagley  with  his  papers  on 
board  to  him,  claiming,  without  right,  I  think,  the  William  Bagley  as 
a  prize  to  the  Ossipee. 

With  this  order,  as  in  duty  bound,  I  complied,  and  at  the  same  time 
directed  the  prize  steamer  William  Baqley  to  lie  surrendered  to  the 
custody  of  the  officers  sent  on  board  by  Captain  Gillis. 

What  disposition  was  made  of  the  prize  I  know  not,  as  I  immedi¬ 
ately  resumed  my  cruise. 

At  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  William  Bagley  by  this  ship  the 
U.  S.  steamers  Ossipee  and  Kennebec  were  within  signal  distance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Wavy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  1).  C. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  disagreement  between  the  commanding  officers  of  the  TL  S. 

steamers  De  Soto  and  Ossipee. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  88,  1863. 

Sir:  I  gather  from  what  Captain  Walker,  commanding  the  De  Soto, 
tells  me,  that  there  existed  some  misunderstanding  at  the  time  of  the 
taking  of  the  prize  steamer  William  Bagley  between  himself  and 
Captain  Gillis  as  to  which  was  the  real  captor,  and  accordingly  I 
enclose  a  copy  of  his  report  of  the  affair  as  best  expressing  the  view 
that  he  takes  of  the  matter,  though  the  question  as  to  which  is  the 
actual  captor  is  perhaps  of  more  theoretical  than  practical  importance; 
at  least,  it  does  not  affect  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money. 

It  seems  that  both  the  De  Soto  and  the  Ossipee  were  in  chase  of  the 
Bagley;  that  about  midnight  the  De  Soto,  by  reason  of  her  superior 
speed,  overhauled  her,  the  Ossipee  then  being  astern  of  the  De  Soto; 
that  in  that  position  she  fired  a  gun,  though  for  this  act  there  existed 
no  real  necessity,  the  De  Soto  being  close  aboard  the  prize;  that  on 
approaching  sufficiently  near  the  chase  the  De  Soto  sent  a  boat  on 
board,  and  put  an  officer  and  prize  crew  in  possession,  and  sent  the 
master  of  the  prize  with  his  papers  on  board  the  De  Soto,  all  of  which 
was  accomplished  before  the  Ossipee  had  so  much  as  lowered  a  boat. 
Matters  standing  in  this  position  Captain  Gillis  thereupon,  by  virtue 
of  his  superior  rank,  dispossessed  Captain  Walker  of  his  prize,  and 
put  his  own  officer  and  prize  crew  on  board.  I  think  the  proceeding 
was  not  in  accordance  with  either  the  custom  of  the  service  or  with 
legal  precedent.  I  hope  this  action  of  Captain  Gillis  will  not  raise 
questions  that  will  delay  and  embarrass  the  court  in  determining  the 
case. 

Upon  this  state  of  the  case  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  found  to  be  in  con¬ 
flict  with  any  views  you  may  have  of  the  case,  when  I  add  that  it 
seems  clear  to  me  that  this  is  a  capture  in  which  the  De  Soto ,  Ossipee 
and  Keymebec  are  equally  entitled  to  share,  and  that  while’  you  are 
entitled  to  one-twentieth  part  of  such  sum  as  may  be  awarded  to  the 
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Kennebec  and  Ossipee,  I  am  entitled  to  one-twentieth  part  of  such  sum 
as  may  be  awarded  to  the  De  Soto.  I  send  a  statement  to  that  effect. 

Ir  you  coincide  with  me  in  this  view  of  our  relative  rights  in  the 
case  and  the  rights  of  our  respective  vessels,  will  you  be  kind  enough 
to  sign  and  forward  the  .statement  to  whatever  prize  court  you  may 
hav  e.  selected  for  the  adjudication  of  the  case.  I  refer  you  to  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Marvin,  which  I  sent  you  a  few  days  since,  as  to  the 
necessity  for  a  statement  of  this  character,  assented  to  by  the  respec¬ 
tive  parties  entitled  to  share,  being  submitted  to  the  prize  court  in 
cases  of  conflicting  claims  before  any  decree  for  distribution  can  be 
made. 

Please  advise  me  as  to  the  disposition  you  make  of  the  prize,  and 
whether  you  agree  with  me  in  the  views  I  have  expressed  above. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  JBlockdg .  Sguad/ron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Culf  Blockading  Sguad/ron. 


Statement  of  facts  regarding  the  capture  of  the  prize  steamer  William  Bagley,  agreed  to 
between  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  commanding  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  and  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey,  commandiug  the  Eastern  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

That  the  William  Bagley  was  captured  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of 
July,  1863,  in  latitude  27°  31',  longitude  86°  10'.  That  she  was  taken 
possession  of  in  the  first  instance  by  Captain  William  M.  Walker, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto ,  a  vessel  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron,  and  subsequently  was  placed  in  charge  of  an  officer 
and  prize  crew  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee,  a  vessel  of  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  by  order  of  Captain  Gillis,  commanding 
the  Ossipee,  and  the  senior  officer  present.  That  the  De  Soto ,  Ossipee , 
and  Kennebec  are  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize,  all  being  present  at  the 
capture. 

That  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  is  entitled  to  one-twentieth  of  such 
shares  as  may  be  awarded  to  the  Ossipee  and  Kennebec,  and  Acting 
Rear-Admirai  T.  Bailey  is  entitled  to  one-twentieth  of  such  share  as 
may  be  awarded  to  the  De  Soto. 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the 

steamer  James  Battle  and  cargo. 


No.  252.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  23,  1863. 

Sir:  The  James  Battle  arrived  here  on  the  21st  instant  with  600 
bales  of  cotton,  a  prize  to  the  De  Soto.  She  is  one  of  a  large  fleet  of 
blockade  runners  carrying  on  a  steady  and  successful  trade  between 
Mobile  and  Havana. 

The  Battle  was  the  finest  packet  on  the  Alabama  River  and  was 
altered  to  suit  her  for  a  blockade  runner,  at  a  large  expense.  The 
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Warren,  Fannie,  William  Bctgley,  W.  II.  Smith,  Alabama,  Alice 
Vivian,  and  St.  Mary's  are  other  vessels  of  the  same  class.  The  De  Soto 
is  the  only  vessel  I  have  with  sufficient  speed  to  overtake  any  of  these 
traders.  I  have  stationed  her  to  the  northwest  of  Tortugas  in  their 
track,  and  a  week  never  passes  that  she  does  not  sight  some  one  of 
them.  At  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  Battle  another  was  in  sight, 
to  which  the  De  Soto  gave  chase.  The  Sunflower  is  also  off  Tortugas 
and  has  chased  several,  but  in  most  cases  they  escape  both  these 
cruisers  by  superior  speed.  I  feel  confident  that  if  the  Department 
will  send  me  two  swift  steamers  like  the  De  Soto,  I  can  effectually  put 
a  stop  to  this  lucrative  traffic.  1  have  directed  that  the  cotton  on  the 
Battle  be  sent  north  in  the  ship  General  Cobb,  if  the  marshal  can  make 
his  arrangements  with  the  captain,  and  that  the  Battle  herself  be  sent 
to  New  Orleans  for  sale  at  the  marshal’s  convenience,  she  being  par¬ 
ticularly  adapted  to  the  carrying  of  plantation  produce. 

I  should  have  stated  above  that  the  Hendrick  Hudson  and  Huntsville 
have  both  at  various  times  given  chase  to  one  or  other  of  the  above- 
named  steamers,  but  failed  to  make  capture  by  reason  of  their  inferior 
speed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy,  command- 
vug  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry,  regarding  cotton  captured  in  Waccasassa 
Biver. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  Jidy  19,  1863. 

Sir:  The  boats  of  this  vessel  have  this  day  brought  in  22  bales  of 
cotton  captured  the  17th  instant  in  W  accasassa  River;  also  8  contrabands. 

The  rebels  burned  120  bales  of  cotton  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into 
our  hands. 

I  will  forward  the  cotton  and  contrabands  to  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Ed.'Y.  McCauley, 

Lieut.  Comdr.  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McCauley,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
cm  engagement  in  Waccasassa  Biver,  July  W,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  August  5,  1863. 

Admiral:  In  obedience  to  the  order  contained  in  your  dispatch  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  I  communicate  the  following  as  the  details  of  the 
reconnoissance,  in  which  P.  Doran  (seaman)  and  J.  Bishop  (seaman) 
lost  their  lives : 

On  the  20th  ultimo,  at  early  daylight,  the  launch  was  fitted  out  with 
ten  days’  rations  and  ordered  “to  proceed  off  Bayport,  to  keep  out  of 
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sight  during  daytime  behind  an  island  there,  and  at  nighttime  to 
endeavor  to  intercept  the  blockade  runners.”  Two  of  my  officers 
being  sick,  another  away  in  charge  of  a  prize,  and  needing  the  services 
or  a  tomth  for  other  duty,  I  was  obliged  to  put  the  launch  in  charge  of 
the  chief  boatswain’s  mate.  I  forbade  the  ascent  of  Crystal  River, 
little  imagining  a  necessity  of  the  kind  in  respect  to  the  Waccasassa.’ 

In  passing  the  latter  a  large  amount  of  loose  cotton  floating  down- 
stream  attracted  attention,  and  the  probability  of  making  a  good  cotton 
capture  induced  Boatswain’s  Mate  Gillespie  to  pull  up  the  river. 
Coming  to  a  narrow  part,  they  were  fired  into  from  both  banks  by 
about  50  or  60  rifles.  Doran  and  Bishop  sprang  to  their  gun.  The 
former  received  a  rifle  ball  through  the  neck,  severing  the  carotid 
artery,  and  expired  instantly;  Bishop  was  shot  through  the  body,  and 
lived  about  half  an  hour.  The  launch  being  protected  by  her  spars 
in  cranes,  none  of^  the  rest  of  the  crew  was  materially  hurt.  On 
receiving  a  return  fire,  the  rebels  decamped,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
launch  pulled  out  of  range  and  returned  alongside  at  midnight. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  the  deceased  were  buried  in  the  ceme¬ 
tery  on  Sea  Horse  Key  with  the  customary  ceremonies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  TJ.  S.  8.  Fort  Henry. 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Weston ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  schooner  Fox. 

San  J acinto,  July  W,  1863. 

Sir:.  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  ordnance  ship  Dale. 
You  will  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Ralph  Chandler,  command¬ 
ing  flagship  San  Jacinto ,  for  duty  in  command  of  the  Fox,  attached  to 
the  San  Jacinto  as  tender. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sguadron. 

.  Acting  Master  A.  Weston,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Sice ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Sunflower ,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 
Tortugas ,  July  W,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  just  come  in  for  coal,  etc.,  have  just  time  to  make  a 
hasty  report  before  the  sailing  of  the  Matchless.  On  last  Tuesday, 
[July  IT],  the  same  day  I  left  Key  West,  at  2:30  p.  m.,  made  black 
smoke  to  the  westward.  Immediately  gave  chase  and  in  a  few  minutes 
raised  the  steamer  running  for  the  Quicksand  Passage.  Ran  so  as  to 
head  him  off.  When  about  5  miles  off  he  altered  his  course  to  bring  me 
astern.  At  about  5: 30  he  again  altered  to  the  southward,  when  I  came 
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up  on  him  very  fast.  Opened  fire,  dropping  the  first  shell  right  under 
the  bluff  of  his  bow;  fired  at  extreme  elevation.  At  the  same  moment 
he  made  the  Cayler ,  when  he  hard  aport  again,  and  ran  to  the  west¬ 
ward.  I  continued  shelling,  but  could  not  hit  him,  the  distance  being 
too  great.  If  the  Cuylerr  had  kept  out  of  the  way  five  minutes  longer 
1  would  certainly  have  had  him,  as  he  was  crossing  my  bow.  I  con¬ 
tinued  the  chase  until  11  o’clock,  although  I  lost  sight  of  him  at  8:30. 
I  could  not  get  any  speed  out  of  my  boat,  going  no  time  over  9  knots. 
The  jet  will  not  work.  While  I  am  coaling  will  have  the  engine  thor¬ 
oughly  overhauled  and  some  alterations  made  about  the  furnaces, 
which  Mr.  Bertram,  the  engineer  in  charge,  thinks  will  have  the 
desired  effect.  In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  the  captain  of  the 
Cuyler  is  indebted  to  me  for  his  very  valuable  prize,  as  she  would  have 
gone  through  the  Quicksand  Passage  all  clear  if  it  had  not  been  for  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
'injury  to  the  public  service  caused  by  the  vacancy  in  the  judgeship) 
of  the  U.  S.  district  court  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

No.  251.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very 
grave  detriment  that  is  resulting  to  the  public  service  by  reason  of  the 
vacancy  that  now  exists  in  the  judgeship  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  for 
this  district. 

The  fact  that  the  bench  of  this  court  is  unfilled  embarrasses  every 
proceeding  of  a  judicial  character,  for  the  remaining  U.  S.  officials,  the 
district  attorney,  the  marshal,  the  clerk  of  the  court,  the  prize  com¬ 
missioners,  are  unable  to  take  anj^  important  step  without  the  sanction 
of  a  judge  unless  they  choose  to  assume  a  considerable  degree  of  judi¬ 
cial  responsibility  and  to  exercise  doubtful  powers. 

Meantime  prizes  are  arriving  every  few  clays  which  should  be  adju¬ 
dicated  upon  here — high-pressure  Mississippi  steamers,  for  instance, 
such  as  the  James  Battle,  sent  in  yesterday  by  the  De  Soto ,  with  600 
bales  of  cotton.  These  steamers,  though  admirably  adapted  to  the 
Southern  waters,  are  useless  at  the  North  and  ill  fitted  to  make  the 
voyage.  They  must,  however,  be  sent  on  or  else  the  responsibility  of 
transferring  the  cargo  and  making  proper  disposition  of  the  vessel 
must  be  taken  by  those  not  properly  chargeable  with  such  duties. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  also  of  the  greatly  increased  expenditure 
in  prize  cases  resulting  from  the  absence  of  the  prize  judge,  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  an  appointment  be  made  of  some  person 
competent  to  fill  the  office  and  who  will  at  once  assume  its  duties.  As 
Key  West  was  never  healthier  than  now,  I  do  not  think  that  any  con¬ 
sideration  as  to  the  season  should  deter  a  judge  from  coming  down 
forthwith.  If  none  other  can  be  found,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  should 
the  President  request  it,  Judge  Marvin,  who  is  now  in  New  York  and 
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who  has  tilled  the  position  of  admiralty  judge  for  twenty  years  with 
such  unfaltering  rectitude  and  rare  ability,  would  resume  the  office 
until  a  lit  successor  could  be  obtained. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  .  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Hear- Admiral  Comdg .  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namy. 


Letter  f  rom  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  to  Acting  Rear- Admired  Bailey 

U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Tennessee,  July  £6,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  the  stealing  of  certain 
articles  from  the  passenger  Don  Higena,  of  the  Comet ,  captured  by  the 
Kanawha  and  S6nt  to  Ivuy  W  est?  lias  boon  received.  I  regret  that 
Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo  should  have  allowed  his  judgment  to 
give  way  in  the  manner  he  did  in  his  letter.  Although  I  agree  with 
you  that  the  officer’s  statement  is  perfectly  satisfactory,  still  it  was  an 
official  representation  of  a  foreign  consul  and  called  for  circumspec¬ 
tion  on  your  part;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  men  would  say  any¬ 
thing  to  give  trouble,  as  they  almost  invariably  do  when  you  meet 
with  a  perverse  disposition,  and  I  believe  the  whole  representation  a 
fabrication,  and  that  all  these  articles  were  for  commercial  purposes, 
and  not  entitled  to  respect  as  private  property. 

Our  war  has  been  conducted  with  the  greatest  liberality  on  our 
part,  while,  so  far  as  I  know,  we  have  been  taken  advantage  of  when¬ 
ever  it  was  possible  for  them  to  do  it. 

The  part  that  the  English  people,  if  not  the  Government,  is  playing- 
in  this  struggle  with  us  is  as  great  a  disadvantage  to  us  as  the  rebels, 
and  we  are  unable  to  help  ourselves;  but  I  trust  it  will  not  be  so  long. 
I  regret  that  I  am  not  twenty  years  younger  and  could  live  to  see  it 
all  fairly  settled.  But  God  will  settle  it  all  right  in  His  good  time. 
1  will  say  this  for  the  British  officers  whom  I  have  met,  that  they  do 
not  approve  the  conduct  of  their  countrymen  and  regret  that  there 
should  be  such  just  cause  for  complaint  against  them.  I  suppose  they 
are  much  as  the  good  and  honest  people  of  our  country  were  on  the 
subject  of  filibustering. 

I  shall  attend  to  your  letter  and  admonish  Lieutenant-Commander 
Mayo  of  his  impropriety  in  addressing  such  a  letter  to  his  command¬ 
ing  officer  when  a  superior  officer  is  a  party  in  the  complaint. 

Very  respectfully, 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


List  of  paroled  pr  isoners. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

The  following  persons,  having  given  their  parole  not  to  bear  arms 
against  the  U.  S.  Government,  nor  to  give  aid,  comfort,  or  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  until 
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regularly  exchanged,  I  have  given  them  permission  to  leave  this  place 
in  the  fishing  smack  (sloop)  Welcome,  of  which  Thomas  Blake  is  master, 
and  to  proceed  in  her  to  Charlotte  Harbor,  without  touching  at  any 
other  point,  there  to  be  landed  under  the  direction  of  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  bark  Gem 
of  the  Sea ,  in  conformity  with  my  orders  (accompany  ing  this)  and  the 
vessel  then  to  return  to  this  place  without  cargo.  All  United  States 
cruisers  will,  therefore,  allow  this  cartel  vessel  to  proceed  on  her  way 
unmolested,  so  long  as  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  for  suspicion  that 
she  is  acting  otherwise  than  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  hereinbefore 
mentioned. 


List  of  paroled  prisoners  to  be  landed  at  Charlotte  Harbor. 


J.  J.  Cox. 

W.  J.  Mathews. 
John  Ashby. 
Edw.  Bowen. 
Thomas  Frank. 


Edw.  Scroggins. 
Joseph  Grant. 

E.  G.  Carew. 
Henry  Dillingham. 
Alex.  Keefer. 


Richard  Mott. 
Hugh  Murray. 
Peter  Hunt. 
Marshall  Kane. 


This  passenger  list  and  the  crew  list  will  be  verified  by  any  vessel  of 
the  United  States  boarding  the  cartel,  and  any  person  found  on  board 
who  is  not  mentioned  therein  will  be  sent  to  this  place  as  a  prisoner 
of  war. 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  27,  1863. 


Order  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Crosman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Somerset , 
regarding  expedition  up  St.  Marks  Biver ,  Florida. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  the  schooner  Chambers  and  the  steam  tug 
Marigold  to  report  to  you  with  a  view  of  granting  you  the  permis¬ 
sion,  so  often  asked,  to  organize  an  expedition  up '  the  St.  Marks 
River.  In  yielding  to  your  request,  I  am  conscious  that  in  the  event 
of  failure  I  might  be  thought  to  have  acted  injudiciously  in  entrusting 
the  execution  of  the  project  to  a  comparatively  inexperienced  officer; 
but  from  the  fact  that  the  plan  originated  with  yourself,  from  the  long 
consideration  that  you  have  given  the  subject,  and  from  the  zeal^ 
energy,  and  ability  that  you  have  already  displayed,  not  only  in  the 
performance  of  whatever  duty  has  presented  itself  to  you,  but  also  in 
the  efficiency  and  discipline  of  your  vessel,  I  have  been  induced  to 
believe  that  this  expedition  could~  not  be  entrusted  to  better  hands.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  display  a  degree  of  discretion  in  making 
your  preparation  for  this  little  affair  equal  to  the  other  qualities  for 
which  I  have  given  you  credit.  The  force  placed  at  your  disposal  is 
deemed  more  than  adequate  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  pro¬ 
posed,  as  you  will  leave  the  Chambers  to  maintain  the  blockade  at  the 
Last  I  ass  during  your  absence,  and  will  take  the  Marigold  and  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  with  the  Somerset.  If,  however,  you  should  have 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


517 


leceivecl  information  since  communicating'  with  me  which  would 
render  the  result  of  the  expedition  at  all  doubtful,  or  if  the  aspect  of 
affairs  on  the  river  should  lead  you  to  question  the  correctness  of  your 
previous  information,  or  to  feel  the  smallest  want  of  confidence  in  your 
ability  to  succeed,  you  will  then  consider  the  present  expedition  as  a 
mere  reeonnoissance  en  force,  and  will  postpone  the  attack  until  you 
can  be  reinforced  to  such  a  degree  as  to  insure  success. 

On  returning  from  this  expedition,  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  the  Som¬ 
erset,  and  the  Chambers  will  resume  their  previous  stations  on  the 
blockade,  and  the  Marigold  will  be  sent  to  this  place  with  the  reports 
and  results  of  the  affair. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Somerset. 


P.  S. — You  will  readily  understand  that  the  utmost  secrecy  is  to  be 
observed,  even  toward  your  own  officers,  until  you  arrive  on  the 
ground. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Crosman ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Somerset , 
revoking  instructions  for  expedition  in  St.  Marks  River ,  Florida. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  T Vest,  July  39,  1863. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  having  received  your  report  of  the  16th 
instant  your  orders  relative  to  the  expedition  to  the  St.  Marks  River 
are  hereby  revoked,  and  in  view  of  further  information  received  here 
through  other  sources  I  deem  it  unwise  to  attempt  any  fresh  opera¬ 
tions  in  that  quarter  until  more  extensive  preparations  can  be  made. 

But  although  you  were  unable  to  accomplish  the  object  of  your 
expedition,  I  am  constrained  again  to  commend  the  spirit  manifested 
by  the  officers  and  men  of  your  vessel  and  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer •  Somerset. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 

Clark ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transfer  of  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  July  89,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Gem.  of  the  Sea  and  from 
duty  on  board  the  Rosalie,  and  you  will  report  to  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Chandler,  of  the  San  Jacinto,  for  the  command  of  the  tender 
schooner  Sea  Bird. 

Respectfully,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Chas.  P.  Clark,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McDougal ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
cotton  discovered  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  San  Bias ,  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Key  West ,  July  2 9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  while  on  a 
cruise  1  found  on  the  beach,  on  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  San  Bias, 
138^  bales  of  cotton,  all  of  which  I  succeeded  in  getting,  and  have 
brought  them  to  this  place  and  entered  them  in  the  U.  S.  district 
court  for  adjudication,  as  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  a  rebel  steamer,  name 
unknown. 

The  cotton  was  strewn  all  up  and  down  the  beach,  and  had  evidently 
been  washed  on  shore  but  a  short  time  previously. 

On  or  about  the  15th  instant,  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler  chased  a 
rebel  steamer  some  distance  to  the  westward  of  Cape  San  Bias,  and 
made  her,  in  her  efforts  to  escape,  throw  overboard  a  part  of  her  cargo, 
which,  I  think,  is  the  same  that  1  have  recovered. 

The  seizure  was  made  on  the  19th,  20th,  21st,  22d,  and  26th  instants, 
a  part  on  each  day. 

1  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  those  entitled  to  share  in  the  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  J.  McDougal, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McDougal ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  LLendrick  Hudson ,  regarding  expedition  for  the  recovery 
of  cotton  thrown  overboard  from  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Key  West,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  16th  instant,  I  left  this  port 
on  the  17th  and  proceeded  to  sea.  I  shaped  a  course  for  Cape  San 
Bias,  making  the  light-house  on  that  point  shortly  after  daylight  on 
the  19th.  About  9  a.  m.  of  that  date  a  solitary  bale  of  cotton  was 
discovered  and  secured.  I  then  cruised  about  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  place  the  cotton  had  been  thrown  overboard,  but  without  finding 
any  more.  The  day  was  one  well  adapted  for  seeing  distant  objects^ 
and  the  lookouts  were  vigilant,  an  officer  with  the  glass  being  at  the 
masthead  nearly  the  entire  time. 

I  then  became  convinced  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  it  had  been  carried 
to  the  eastward,  and,  being  near  St.  Andrew’s  and  St.  Joseph’s,  and 
having  stores  for  the  vessels  at  those  places,  I  concluded  to  proceed 
and  deliver  them  and  at  the  same  time  find  how  the  wind  had  been  for 
the  past  week. 

The  Roebuck  I  communicated  with  early  on  the  20th,  and  about  noon 
of  the  same  day  I  also  supplied  the  J.  L.  Davis,  at  St.  Joseph’s,  with 
what  I  had  on  board  for  her.  From  these  vessels  I  ascertained  that 
the  wind  had  been  from  the  southward  and  westward  for  the  week 
previous,  which  convinced  me  that  a  part,  if  not  all,  the  cotton  was  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Cape  San  Bias.  As  soon  as  I  finished  with  the 
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J.  L.  Davis  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  land  and  close 
to  the  shore  in  3  fathoms  water.  About  6  miles  to  the  northward 
of  Cape  San  Bias  the  first  bale  was  discovered  on  the  beach  just  at  the 
water’s  edge,  and  from  that  point  cotton  could  be  seen  all  along  the 
shore.  The  men  and  boats  were  at  once  set  to  work  and  by  night  we 
had  on  board  33  bales.  The  next  morning,  the  21st,  we  commenced 
again  at  daylight,  and,  working  down  the  beach  with  the  steamer, 
succeeded  in  getting  off  72|-  bales. 

The  next  day,  the  22d,  we  recovered  28  bales,  the  last  20  of  which 
we  got  on  St.  \  incent's  Island.  Just  as  we  secured  the  last  bale  the 
Port  Royal  made  her  appearance  from  the  West  Pass,  supposing  us  to 
be  an  English  steamer  discharging  cargo.  Having  scoured  the  beach 
around  and  being  satisfied  no  more  cotton  remained,  I  followed  the 
Port  Royal  into  West  Pass,  delivered  mails  and  stores  both  to  her  and 
the  schooner  Chambers ,  and  early  next  morning  (the  23d)  proceeded  to 
East  Pass,  communicating  and  delivering  stores  to  the  Somerset ,  and 
then  kept  on  to  St.  Marks,  where  I  anchored  all  night,  communicating 
with  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Early  next  morning  I  got  underway  and  returned  to  the  West  Pass, 
stopping  a  short  time  at  East  Pass  and  overhauling  the  American 
schooner  Anna  Maria ,  on  a  cruise  from  Pensacola  in  search  of  cotton. 
The  next  day  (the  25th),  it  being  very  bad  weather,  I  remained  at  West 
Pass,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  got  underway  and  again  pro¬ 
ceeded  off  Cape  San  Bias  to  see  if  any  more  cotton  had  come  on  shore. 
I  succeeded  in  getting  4  more  bales,  and  am  satisfied  that  no  more 
remains  in  that  neighborhood.  Possibly  some  might  have  gone  as  far 
to  the  eastward  as  Cedar  Keys,  but  my  coal  getting  short,  and  the 
engineer  complaining  so  much  of  the  engine,  I  decided  on  returning 
to  this  place,  which  I  did,  after  stopping  at  West  Pass  for  the  mails, 
and  arriving  here  yesterday,  the  29th  instant. 

From  the  Port  Royal  I  received  for  passage  to  this  place  the  follow¬ 
ing  men: 

John  Conley,  Edward  Smith,  and  John  Calahan,  deserters  from  the 
First  Regiment  of  Georgia  Regulars,  and  Joseph  Delano,  a  refugee, 
all  of  whom  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

I  also  brought  from  the  Port  Royal  one  sick  man  for  the  hospital, 
who  was  transferred  there  yesterday. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  J.  McDougal, 

Lt.  Comdr .,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Comdy.  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McCauley ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
a  midnight  reconnaissance  into  Day  port,  Ft  a. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  July  30,  1863. 

Admiral:  On  the  22d  instant  the  guard  boat  of  this  vessel,  in  charge 
of  Orderly  Sergeant  C.  Nugent,  made  a  midnight  reconnoissance  into 
Bayport. 

He  reports  the  harbor  clear  of  sail  of  any  kind.  On  the  30th  he  cap¬ 
tured  a  boat  off  Depot  Key,  containing  two  men,  a  woman,  and  their 
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bag-gage.  The}-  represent  themselves  as  refugees  (named  English) 
from  Taylor  County,  Fla.,  about  40  miles  northeast  of  St.  Marks,  try¬ 
ing  to  get  to  the  blockading  vessels  to  evade  conscription  by  the  rebels. 
They  made  signal  to  the  boat  that  captured  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 
Rear-Admiral  Theodores  Bailey, 

Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  o  f  Lieutenant- Commander  Grosman,  U.  S.  Navy ,  proposing  an 
expedition  against  St.  Marks. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  usual  monthly  reports. 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  William  D.  Peters,  in  charge  of 
the  engine  of  this  vessel,  reported  to  me  some  live  days  ago  that  the 
rivets  fastening  the  ends  of  the  12  flues  to  the  inner  casing  of  the 
boiler  were  nearly  rusted  away,  and  that  the  material  of  the  flues 
through  which  the  rivets  passed  was  eaten  so  thin  by  the  rust  that 
what  are  called  soft  patches  would  have  to  be  put  on. 

By  the  skillful  manner  in  which  he  has  repaired  them,  performing- 
successfully  a  piece  of  work  generally  beyond  the  ability  and  resources 
o  a  vessel,  ot  this  size,  and  for  the  care  and  prudence  exhibited  by 
him  ever  since  I  have  had  command,  I  think  he  has  shown  himself  a 
capable  and  reliable  officer,  and  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the 
favorable  notice  of  yourself  and  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 

least  six  months  gUarantees  the  boiler  to  last  uPon  blockade  service  at 

The  health  of  my  crew,  since  borrowing  the  seine  of  the  LLudson 
has  rapidly  improved,  and  1  attribute  the  change  to  the  alteration  of 
their  food  I  am  happy  to  say  that  but  8  are  to-day  upon  the  list  and 
at  present  very  few  symptons  of  scurvy  are  apparent.  Yet  I  must 

f«tarnrtihenLmeTand  the?  expect  to  see  a  relapse  into  their  former 
state  of  health.  I  earnestly  request,  therefore,  that  enough  fruit  for 

a  weeks  serving  be  sent  up  to  me,  and  think,  with  my  doctor  it  will 
have  as  good  an  effect  as  recruiting  in  Key  West. 

Had  I  a  good  launch  and  howitzer  and  a  tender  I  could  scour  the 

W?  bGiTerea  t?1S  pafsnand  Suwanee  River  without  interfering  in  the 
‘  s  ,  Wltb  h'.ieutena-nt-Comma.nder  McCauley  or  Acting  Master  Will- 
comb.  Aucil  a  River,  Deadman’s  Bay,  and  the  various  bights  and 
cui  ves  of  that  part  of  the  coast  present  facilities  to  the  bloclmde  run¬ 
nels  which  are,  I  think,  well  taken  advantage  of.  I  am  thankful  sir 
for  your  kmdly  acceding  to  the  numerous  requests  I  have  already 
made,  and  would  not  now  ask  for  the  tender  and  the  launch  did  I  not 
feel  the  want  ot  them  and  know  I  can  make  a  good  use  of  both  If 
you  will  please  consider  that  this  vessel  ought,  from  her  size  to  have 
a  regularly  fitted  launch  with  its  howitzer,  that  upon  any  boat  exued? 
tmn  it  may  be  a  formidable  auxiliary  to  the  exposed  small-arms  men 
and  that  the  tender  is  entirely  independent  of  the  ship’s  boats  I  am 
sure  you  will  grant  my  request.  It  may  appear  a  little  grasping  but 
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that  is  only  so  because  I  have  never  had  either  and  make  a  request  for 
both  at  the  same  time.  Here,  where  1  am  alone,  my  only  chance  of 
coing  anything-  is  by  means  of  my  boats,  and  it  is  hardly'prudent  to 
let  such  small  cutters  leave  the  ship  upon  a  distant  expedition. 

it  tor  nothmg-  else  the  expedition  I  can  thus  send  cruising-  about  the 
coast  will  have  an  exce  lent  effect  upon  the  esprit  du  corps  of  officers 
and  men,  give  them  a  chance  to  recover  the  energy  all  of  us  have  lost 
in  this  monotonous  inactivity,  and,  I  hope,  please  yourself  very  much 
by  the  work  they  ought  to  perform.  J 

In  regard  to  my  St.  Marks  escapade,  I  am  aware  I  may  be  liable  to 
censure  for  acting  without  your  orders,  and  if  it  has  displeased  you  or 
injuied  any  plan  you  may  have  formed,  regret  it  very  much, 
w  .  ®re  was  no  immediate  chance  of  a  vessel  arriving  from  Kev 
West  with  your  reply.  The  health  of  my  men  was  getting  worse  each 
day;  all  my  preparations  were  made;  it  was  near  the  time  when  the 
d  c5an£e  (cliange  on  the  15th);  it  did  not  rise  then  on  the 
1-jtb  till  near  daylight;  the  tides  were  nearly  spring,  and  if  I  got  my 
vessel  ashore  at  top  high  water  the  next  tide  would  float  her  off;  the 
wind  generally  blew  fresh  during-  the  night,  which  I  thought  would 
hide  the  noise  of  the  oars  in  the  river;  everything  looked  favorable, 
and  on  the  12th  I  put  my  project  into  execution.  I  had  received  intel- 
bg-ence  that  200  men  were  stationed  at  St.  Marks,  that  400  more  were 
in  lallahassee,  and  that  50  miles  from  St.  Marks,  at  Bainbridge,  were 
a  company,  or  part  of  a  company,  while  at  Quincy,  some  30  miles,  I 
think,  were  stationed  the  remainder,  making  in  all  700  men  as  the 
entire  available  force  to  be  got  into  St.  Marks  within  a  day.  Two 
hours  would  be  perhaps  sufficient  for  the  400  men  to  arrive  from  Tal¬ 
lahassee,  but  I  did  not  expect  to  have  been  exposed  to  their  fire  until 
I  should  have  disabled  the  guns  of  the  battery  and  captured  the  Spray. 
After  that,  which  certainly  would  not  have  occupied  more  than  half  an 
hour,  I  would  have  sent  my  boats  down  to  Tort  Leon,  g-one  up  with 
the  main  body  to  Newport,  which  I  could  have  reached  before  infantry 
could  march  the  distance  on  a  corduroy  road,  as  I  should  go  in  the 
steamer  Spray,  and  by  at  once  burning  the  bridge  and  destroying  the 
boats,  prevent  any  reinforcements  getting  to  the  point  or  peninsular 
upon  which  stood  Port  Leon  and  the  light-house.  The  work  of  cap¬ 
turing  cotton,  burning  all  public  workshops,  putting  cotton  bales  upon 
the  Spray  to  protect  my  men,  and  making  all  other  necessarv  arrange¬ 
ments  would  be  done  probably  before  the  troops  could  arrive  at  New¬ 
port.  Then  using  the  guns  of  the  Spray  to  scour  the  one  bank  of  the 
river  upon  which  I  could  be  attacked,  together  with  my  own  rifles,  all 
the  time,  if  disabled  by  artillery,  having  the  option  of  running  the 
vessel  into  the  grass,  setting  fire  to  her,  and  marching  safely  down  to 
Port  Leon  without  any  hindrance,  having  a  battery  to  pass  whose  guns 
were  harmless,  I  think  the  plan  does  not  seem  rash  or  foolhardy. 

But  I  expected  to  get  quite  close  to  the  battery  that  night  before  I 
was  discovered  and  then  carry  it  by  a  coup  de  main,  a  work  sailors  are 
specially  fit  for,  as  you  know,  sir,  and  that  done,  all  else  was  easy. 

As  I  am  the  only  officer  who  has  had  the  opportunity  of  attempting 
this  project,  and  as  I  have  failed,  I  shall  deem  it  an  especial  favor  if 
you  will  let  me  try  again,  sure  of  doing  all  that  any  equal  number  of 
men  on  the  station  can  do. 

The  pickets  are  doubtless  more  upon  the  alert  now  than  before,  and 
they  may  have  been  alarmed  into  making  arrangements  for  a  more 
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rapid  means  of  getting  reinforcements.  I  would  like,  therefore,  the 
cooperation  of  two  or  three  hundred  troops,  who  might  load  at  the 
light-house,  push  up  to  Newport,  hold  the  bridge,  destroy  the  cotton, 
and  either  wait  for  me  or  push  on  to  St.  Marks,  where  I  would  be 
with  the  Spray  and  the  battery. 

This  would  create  a  diversion  and  would  allow  of  our  more  thor¬ 
oughly  finishing  the  work. 

It  is  a  scheme  I  have  cherished  most  fondly,  and  had  the  elements 
proved  propitious,  am  confident  that  night  would  have  witnessed  a 
success.  _  As  it  is,  I  ardently  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  lead  another, 
since  it  is  impossible  to  get  up  the  river  in  ships  now,  and  until  the 
stones  have  been  removed  by  divers,  which  will  read  better  than  the 
account  of  a  retreat. 

If  it  is  determined  on  to  attack  by  vessels,  the  Somerset  is  the  only 
vessel  upon  the  station  fit  to  go  up,  for  the  river  is  too  narrow  to  turn 
m  above  Fort  Leon  except  at  the  Forks,  and  my  vessel  steers  equallv 
well  at  either  end.  Excuse  me,  sir,  if  I  have  been  guilty  of  bad  taste 
in  suggesting  what  you  already  know. 

Should  x  ou  permit  this  expedition,  and  kindly  allow  me  to  retrieve 
rf C  C  °*i  su^cf^s’  1  would  be  much  gratified  if  Lieutenant-Commander 
McDougal,  of  the  Hudson,  could  act  in  the  place  of  the  Stars  and 
/Stripes,  if  it  meets  with  your  approval. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  Grosman, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Spua  dr  on. 


t$£  Gom™od<fe  M^ecm,  f-  &  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition 
of  prizes  captured  by  the  vessels  of  the  Gulf  squadron  while  under 
his  command. 


Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1863. 

cation  of  tetth  install  L°  ack"°wledKe  the  receiP‘  oi  “mmuni- 

The  steamers  Henry  Lewis  and  Anna  and  the  schooner  Olive  were 
tiansfened  to  Quartermaster  Butler  by  Commander  Melancton  Smith 
(acting  under  my  orders)  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  as  reported  in  my 
dispatch  No.  14,  dated  January  22,  1862,  and  the  receipts  of  Quarter- 
But  e1’  t°r  these  vessels,  and  also  for  the  schooner  Captain 

of ^ J an ua r v t0  th?  D?P,rtr.ne»t  with  mY  communication 
ot  January  23,1862,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted  In 

to^give  anyTnformalkm?  S  “  y°”  “““^tion,  I  am  unable 

I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  the  vessels  captured  by  the  Gulf 
squadron  while  under  my  command,  showing  the  disposition  made  of 
TV,  V(f^  S  and  cai‘g°es,  and  the  name  of  the  capturing  vessel 
rhe  following-named  vessels  were  taken  into  the  naval  service  viz 

a nd°fi H-pJ EugTie  bid  bl  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  at  my  request’ 

and  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  the  captain  of  the  port  at  Ivey  West’ 

Srt™&‘rir!|fermto  Flag-Officer  farragut;  schoone^ 
jtzilda,  transferred  to  Flag-Officer  harragut;  schooner  Gvvsv  trails- 

Sli  oSXrlgu^^5  SCh°0,ler  J-  W ■  W^der,  transferred 
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There  were  also  several  condemned  vessels  and  a  number  of  fishing 
smacks  left  at  Ship  Island  at  the  disposal  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  f).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Stodder,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regard¬ 
ing  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Adela. 

U.  S.  S.  Adela, 

Off  Sandy  I  look,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  TheU.  S.  S.  Adela  sailed  to-dav,  in  obedience  to  orders  received, 
for  Key  West. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  N.  Stodder, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  WUlcomb,U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Stars  and  Stripes ,  regarding  expedition  in  search  of  sloop. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks  Bay,  Fla.,  July  31,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  29th  instant,  being  informed  that  there  was  a  sloop 
loading  up  the  Chopchoppa  [Sockockhoppee?]  River,  I  sent  two  armed 
boats  20  miles  up  that  river  with  the  object  of  capturing  her  or  any 
other  vessel  which  they  might  find,  but  they  returned  on  the  following 
morning  and  reported  that  there  was  no  vessel  of  any  kind  up  there. 

On  the  30th  Jacob  Parker  (contraband)  came  off  to  this  ship  and  I 
have  shipped  him. 

Provisions  on  board  for  seventy-five  days. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
abandonment  of  the  TJ.  S.  tender  Brockenhroug  h . 

No.  256.]  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  July  31,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  30th  of  Majr  1  was  informed  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
A.  F.  Crosman,  commanding  the  Somerset,  that  the  Brockenhroug h, 
a  sloop  tender  to  the,  Port  Royal,  had  been  beached  in  the  great  storm 
of  the  27  th,  in  which  the  Am, and  a  was  wrecked,  to  save  her  crew.  It 
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was  thought  at  the  time  that  the  Brockenbrough  would  be  got  off 
without  damage.  By  letter  of  date  of  July  24,  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  G.  U.  Morris,  of  the  Port  Royal ,  I  learn  that  after  work¬ 
ing  at  the  Brockenbrough  for  over  three  weeks  and  finding  that  his 
men  were  getting  sick  from  exposure  to  the  water  and  heat  he  was 
forced  to  abandon  her.  Her  bottom  was  so  badly  stove  in  that  he 
was  unable  to  raise  her  with  all  his  casks.  She  will  therefore  have  to 
be  dropped  from  the  list  of  tenders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

.  .  n  .  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

August  1 ,  1863.  '  ’ 


Name. 


Beauregard . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea.... 
Hendrick  Hudson . 

Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers . 


J.  L.  Davis. 
Magnolia . . 
Marigold  . . 
Port  Royal 


Pursuit . 

Restless  .... 
Roebuck  . . . 
Sagamore  .. 
San  Jacinto. 
Somerset  . . . 


Stars  and  Stripes  . 

Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 

Annie . 


Ariel 


Brockenborough  . 
Carmita . 


Fox 


Ezilda . . . 
Julia  .... 


Rosalie  . 


Sea  Bird . 


Stonewall  .. 
Two  Sisters . 


Rank. 


Class  and  station. 


Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  W.  M.  Walker _ 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock  . 
Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers.. . 
Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson  . . . 


Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Comdr.  H.  S.  Newcomb  . . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorheesb 
Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall. 
Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lt.  Comdr.  Earl  English . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman... 


Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes. . 
Actg.  Master  J.  O.  Barclay. 


Schooner.  Mosquito  Inlet. 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Coaling  at  Key  West. 
Schooner.  Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 
Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 
Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bar. 

Steamer.  Gone  north  for  new  boilers. 
Steamer.  St.  George’s  Sound 
Steamer.  West  Pass,  St. 

Sound. 

Bark.  Indian  River. 

Bark.  Cruising  off  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Steamer.  Cape  Canaveral. 

Key  West. 

East  Pass,  St.  George’s 


George’s 


Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Sound. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Do. 

Schooner. 

Schooner. 


Off  St.  Marks. 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 


to  San  Jacinto; 
Cedar  Keys  and 


Hospital  ship,  Key  West 
Tender  to  Fort  Henry, 
Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner  Tender  to  San  Jacinto, 
Bahia  Honda  (reef) 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal;  con- 
demned;  St.  George’s  Sound;  sunk 
West**'  Tender  t0  lighter,  Key 

Schooner.  Tender 
cruising  between 

__  St.  Marks. 

Schooner.  Condemned;  Key  West. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie;  guard 
vessel  (inside),  Key  West. 

Sioop.  Tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

*«2SW!—  Hu»<*vlUe, 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto- 
TampagBaby.tWeen  Cedar  Keys  and 


Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  fkfmRdfsfli, 


ron. 
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of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command- 
'•  o.  bark  Gemot  the  Sea.  reaardinn  the  M/n+mv*  N  i 


captured  the  British  schooner  Georgie ,  of  about  5  tons  burden,  of 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  in  the  Sanibel  or  Caloosahatchee  River  1 
mile  from  Fort  Myers.  She  was  deserted  and  had  neither  cargo  nor 
papers  of  any  kind  on  board  of  her. 

The  following-  is  a  detailed  account  of  her  capture:  Having  been 
informed  by  refugees  that  there  were  a  small  schooner  and  sloop  lying- 
up  the  Caloosahatchee  River  near  Fort  Myers,  I  sent,  on  the  27th 
ultimo,  Acting  Master  Peter  F.  Coffin  with  the  tender  sloop  Rosalie 
and  our  launch,  manned  with  11  men  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles 
A.  Fdgcomb,  on  an  expedition  up  that  river  to  cut  them  out.  They 
returned  to  this  vessel  this  morning*  safe,  having  been  successsul  in 
capturing  the  above-mentioned  schooner,  which  they  found  secreted  in 
a  small  creek  near  Fort  Myers. 

The  schooner  is  nearly  new,  I  should  think  not  more  than  six  months 
old,  and  with  your  permission  I  shall  be  pleased  to  retain  her  as  a 
tender  to  this,  vessel,  as  she  will  be  of  g-reat  service  in  making  the 
blockade  at  this  point  effective. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  you  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  L).  C. 

P.  S.—I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to  this 
vessel  who  are  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize  monev. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 
Roebuck,  regarding  the  prize  cotton  picked  up  by  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

St.  Andrew’’ s  Bay,  August  5,  1863. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  picking  up 
of  10  bales,  one-half  bale,  and  1  bag  cotton  by  the  boats  of  this 
vessel  on  the  seabeach  in  this  vicinity  between  August  1  and  3.  It 
will  be  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication  by  the  earliest  available 
opportunity. 

This  is  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  cotton  thrown  overboard  by  the 
rebel  steamer  Alabama  when  chased  by  the  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  at  the  time 
it  was  taken. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Roebuck. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  withdrawal  by  the  Spanish  Government 
of  restrictions  connected  with  the  port  of  Havana ,  Cuba. 


Navy  Department,  August  5 ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  State,  under  date  of  30th  ultimo,  informs  this 
Department  that  the  charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid 
announces  the  revocation  of  the  order  issued  by  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba,  to  the  effect  that  vessels  of  war  under  our  flag  should  not  be 
permitted  to  communicate  with  the  shore  without  formally  entering 
the  port  of  Havana. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blackdg. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McCauley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  South¬ 
ern  Star ,  from  St.  Marks ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla.,  August  6,  1863. 
Sir:  This  morning  whilst  off  the  beacon  we  made  a  sail  and  chased 
her  capturing  her  on  St.  Martin’s  Reef,  off  the  Withlacoochee  River. 

She  proves  to  be  the  sloop  Southern  Star,  from  St.  Marks  or  Cedar 
keys,  bound  to  Havana.  She  is  loaded  with  16  barrels  of  turpentine 
(manifest  for  15),  manned  by  3  men. 

I  ha\  e  sent  the  sloop  to  Key  West.  With  this  I  forward  prize  list, 
very  respectfully,  }mur  most  obedient  servant, 

T .  ,  sy  _  ,  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Lort  Henry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of.  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
crippled  condition  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

No.  265.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Tahoma, 

Key  West,  August  6,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  again  to  represent  to  the  Department  the  sorely  crip¬ 
pled  condition  of  the  squadron  under  my  command.  The  steamers 
1  enguin  and  Magnolia  having  gone  North  for  new  boilers  I  have 
received  in  their  stead  the  Sunflower  and  the  Marigold;  but  their  verv 
limited  capacity  compels  me  to  restrict  their  sphere  of  action  within 
exceedingly  narrow  limits,  namely,  to  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lortugas,  where  they  can  obtain  coal  every  few  days.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  the  De  Sotos  boilers  have  so  far  given  out  that  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  fleet  engineer  I  have  requested  the  Bureau  to  order 
new  ones  tor  that  vessel;  and  now  the  Hendrick  Hudson's  propeller 
has  become  loose  on  the  shaft,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  her  to  go 
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Noith  and  be  docked.  Lhe  Tahoma  is  here,  undergoing'  repairs,  and 
several  weeks  are  yet  needed  to  render  her  efficient;  thus  confining 
6  JJun ,  which  is  next  to  the  De  Soto  in  speed,  to  the  blockade 
at  iampa  Bay.  I  he  _  Port  Royal ,  Somerset ,  and  Fort  Ilenry  also 
require  extensive  repairs,  but  I  am  wholly  unable  to  relieve  them  for 
that  purpose,  and  I  fear  by  the  time  I  can  do  so  that  the  bad  weather 
^wll  render  it  hazardous  to  bring  them  down  here.  In  order  to  do 
anything  toward  keeping  up  the  offshore  blockade  between  the  Tor- 
tugas  and  Mobile,  where,  doubtless,  a  large  number  of  vessels  will  now 
be  thrown,  in  consequence  of  the  operations  at  Charleston,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  send  the  San  Jacinto  out  to  cruise  and  to  hoist  my 
flag  on  board  the  Tahoma. 

Respectfully,  T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg .  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Cruising  instructions  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  Acting  Master  Clark ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner 
Sea  B  ir  d. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Tahoma, 

Key  West ,  August  6,  1863. 

Sir:  The  steam  tug  Marigold  is  ordered  to  relieve  your  vessel  in  the 
duty  assigned  you  and  to  receive  from  you  the  pilot,  William  [H.] 
Albury;  after  which  you  will  proceed  with  the  Sea  Bird  to  cruise 
within  the  following  limits,  viz:  Between  the  parallels  of  26°  and  28° 
north  latitude,  and  between  the  meridians  of  83°  ancl  85°  west  longi¬ 
tude,  keeping  generally  near  a  line  drawn  diagonally  from  N.  W.  to 
S.  E.  of  that  square.  In  chasing,  of  course,  there  are  no  limits  besides 
those  imposed  by  the  jurisdiction  of  neutral  powers,  but  otherwise  it 
is  important  that  you  remain  within  the  space  designated. 

The  bark  Restless  is  cruising  within  the  same  limits  as  assigned  to 
the  Sea  Bird. 

The  object  of  your  cruising  is  to  intercept  and  capture  all  enemy’s 
vessels  or  others  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade;  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  which  duty  you  will  be  guided  by  the  orders  and  circulars 
already  furnished  you. 

You  will  return  to  this  port  for  provisions  when  necessary;  mean¬ 
time  you  can  obtain  wood  and  water  either  at  Tampa  Bay  or  at  Char¬ 
lotte  Harbor,  as  may  be  most  convenient. 

Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Chas.  P.  Clark,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Schooner  (i tender )  Sea  Bird. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  U.  S.  Narvy ,  regarding 
information  obtained  from  prisoners  captured  in  small  sailboat. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.,  August  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  last  had  the  opportunity  of  addressing  you  under  date  of 
August  1,  per  sloop  Welcome,  of  Key  West,  giving  you  a  detailed 
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account,  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Georgia,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  8th  instant  Act¬ 
ing-  Master  Peter  F.  Coffin  returned  to  this  place  with  the  sloop 
Rosalie  from  his  station  at  Point  [Punta]  Rasa,  bringing-  with  him  a 
small  sailboat  and  three  prisoners,  names  as  follows:  Richard  Roberts, 
v\  illiam  Addison,  and  W  illiam  Curry,  which  prisoners  and  boat  he 
captured  on  the  7th  instant  near  that  place. 

Ihere  was  nothing  found  in  the  boat  but  the  prisoners’  wearing 
apparel  and  their  provisions  for  about  three  weeks.  The  boat  is  old 
and  of  small  value. 

The  above-named  prisoners  stated  to  me  that  they  were  from  Mana- 
i^e’  .^ey  left  that  place  on  the  3d  instant  in  their  boat 

bound  for  Sanibel  River  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  from  the  rebel 
conscript  oflicers,  and  that  they  intended  to  return  to  Manatee  in 
about  five  weeks  from  the  time  they  left  there. 

In  my  opinion  they  either  are  spies,  or  came  here  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing  the  refugees  on  the  islands  in  this  vicinity,  or  were  attempt- 
ing  to  xun  the  blockade,  as  they  passed  our  ship  at  night,  and  when  they 
saw  the  sloop  Rosalie  they  secreted  themselves  in  a  small  creek,  but 
W<T®  discovered  from  the  Rosalie  previous  to  their*entering  the  creek 

lhe  followmg-named  refugees,  Henry  Thompson,  Milledge  Brannen, 
ancl  Mr.  Cason,  who  are  now  living  on  the  islands  in  this  vicinitv 
informed  me  that  they  are  acquainted  with  the  prisoners  William 
Addison  and  M  illiam  Curry;  that  William  Addison  lives  near  the 
Mjacca  River  about  50  miles  from  this  place,  where  he  owns  a  larg-e 
stock  farm  and  about  1,000  head  of  cattle,  and  is  exempt  from  the 
rebel  conscript  law;  that  William  Curry  lives  at  Manatee  and  has 
run  the  blockade  twice,  and  that  they  are  both  rebels  and  traitors  to 
the  United  States  Government. 

The  above-mentioned  information  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  is 
the  truth,  as  they  have  uttered  rebellious  sentiments  in  presence  of 
and  to  the  crew  of  this  ship,  and  have  positively  refused  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

witfftl!1/  Master’syateH.  A.  Crane  informed  me  that  he  is  acquainted 
lTlVhr  triSOw  ?lchard  Koberts,;  that  he  lives  at  Manatee,  but  has 
wvppI  7  7  \\eSt  S°T  twei?ty-hve  years,  where  he  commanded  a 

wieckei  and  other  small  vessels,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  the  west 

t°-Uth  C?astS  ,ot  hdonda,  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Cape  Florida,  and 
that  his  sentiments  were  always  for  the  Union;  but  I  look  upon  him 
as  a  traitor  and  rebel  to  the  United  States  Government,  as  he  has 
positively  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

I  he  above-named  prisoners  and  one  refugee  named  Thomas  Sains- 

River’  S°rt  °un  the  Sanibel  [°r  Caloosahatchee] 

posal 5  1  1  S6nd  t0  KeJ  WeSt  the  first  °PPortuDity  for  your  dis- 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Cmnmiding. 
Seniok  Officer, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West ,  Fla. 
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Report  of  Acting.  Master  Willcomb ,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

stars  and  Stripes,  stationed  off  St.  Marks ,  Fla. ,  regarding  the  chase 
and  escape  of  a  steamer. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks  Bay,  Fla.,  August  11,  1863. 

SlK;  (1)!'  ^'e  1' 'tli  instant,  at  3:30  p.  m.,  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  was 
T\F°F om  m  ,  ^  ^  immediately  got  underway  and  gave  chase. 

At  4:3 0  a  schooner  hove  in  sight  in  the  S.  W.  At  5  p.  m.  I  had 
gained  so  much  on  the  chase  that  I  could  see  her  hull.  She  was  a 
large  side-wheel  boat  with  walking  beam,  white  smokestack,  and  one 
mast. 

I  then  fired  a  gun  as  signal  for  the  schooner  to  know  that  I  was 
chasing  the  steamer,  so  that  she  might  endeavor  to  cut  her  off;  but 
theie  was  i  ery  little  wind  and  she  could  do  nothing,  but  answered  my 

II  ^  ^’mg  several  times  at  the  chase.  I  took  the  schooner  to  be 
the  Fox.  At  6  p.  m.  I  got  within  7  miles  of  the  chase,  and  at  sun¬ 
down  I  was  not  more  than  6  miles  from  her,  and  at  7:30  p.  m.  I  was 
about  5  miles  astern  of  her,  when  it  set  in  very  dark,  and  at  7:45  p.  m. 
we  lost  sight  of  her,  and  at  8:30  I  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  chase 
and  return  to  my  anchorage. 

T"o  hours  more  of  daylight  and  she  would  have  been  mine. 

I  have  onty  10  tons  of  coal  on  board  this  morning. 

On  the  13th  the  Fox  arrived  here,  and  I  took  the  liberty  of  sending 
a  letter  to  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  U.  Morris,  at  West  Pass,  by  her, 
to  let  him  know  that  1  am  nearly  out  of  coal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodores  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  English,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Sagamore,  regarding  an  attack  upon  New  Smyrna,  ana l 
reporting  the  capture  of  sloop  Clara  Louisa  and  schooners  Southern 
Rights,  Shot,  and  Ann. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Key  West,  August  12,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  I  attacked  New  Smyrna  with  the 
U.  S.  dispatch  steamer  Oleander  and  schooner  Beauregard  and  boats 
belonging  to  this  vessel  and  the  schooner  Para,  which  vessel  was  sta¬ 
tioned  off  blockading  that  place.  The  Oleander  took  the  Beauregard 
in  tow,  crossed  the  bar  and  anchored  abreast  the  place,  giving  it  a 
good  shelling,  the  boats  going  up  past  the  town.  We  captured  one 
sloop  loaded  with  cotton,  one  schooner  not  laden;  caused  them  to 
destroy  several  vessels,  some  of  which  were  loaded  with  cotton  and 
about  ready  to  sail.  They  burned  large  quantities  of  it  on  shore, 
which  we  could  not  prevent.  Landed  a  strong  force,  destroyed  all  the 
buildings  that  had  been  occupied  by  troops.  In  landing  the  party  was 
fired  upon  by  a  number  of  stragglers  concealed  in  the  bushes.  The 
conduct  of  all  connected  with  the  expedition  was  most  praiseworthy. 
From  the  handsome  dash  in  which  it  was  made  I  attribute  our  success, 
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particularly  in  coming  off  without  haying  anyone  injured.  The  sloop  I 
sent  to  Port  Royal  with  the  Oleander ,  the  schooner  I  have  brought  to  this 
place  for  adjudication.  Having  operated  with  Rear-Admiral  Dahl- 
gren’s  vessels,  I  made  a  report  to  him  of  the  affair,  as  well  as  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  letters  I  have  sent  north  by  the  Oleander. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  I  captured  the  English  sloop  boat  Clara 
Louisa  10  miles  north  of  Indian  River.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day  off  Gilbert’s  Bar,  I  captured  the  English  schooners  Southern 
Rights  and  Shot /  at  the  same  time  and  place  I  captured  the  American 
schooner  Ann,  of  Key  West,  Fla.  1  am  satisfied  his  intentions  were 
to  ha\e  run  in  at  Jupiter  Inlet  or  Indian  River,  according  to  circum¬ 
stances,.  with  those  vessels.  She  sailed  from  Abaco  on  Monday,  the 
3d,  arrived  at  Sand  Cay  Thursday  night,  sailed  from  Sand  Cay  on 
L  riday  night  in  company  with  the  two  schooners  above  mentioned, 
and  remained  with  them  until  the  time  of  capture. 

I  have  stationed  the  Beauregard  at  the  Haul  Over,  13  miles  above 
Cape  Canaveral,  where  cargoes  have  been  landed  and  others  taken  in, 
with  orders  for  him  to  proceed  to  Jupiter  Inlet  when  it  is  necessary 
to  communicate  with  the  bark  Pursuit  for  stores. 

I  found  it  impossible  to  close  Jupiter  Inlet;  therefore  consider  it 
important  to  have  a  vessel  of  some  kind  stationed  at  that  place  con¬ 
stantly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant-  Commanded'. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
need  of  protection  for  Eey  West  and  the  Tortugas  in  case  of  foreign 
armed  intervention.  '  J 

No'  270-J  u.  S.  Flagship  Tahoma, 

G  QU1J  .  Key  West,  August  12,  1863. 

.  ~IR: d,  our  relations  with  England  or  France,  or  both  result 
n  hostilities  at  any  time,  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
an  eariy  apd  powerful  effort  would  be  nuide  to  seize  upo“PtE°S  pSee 
and  the  Toi  tugas ;  tor  although  the  commercial  importance  of  t.bc  lwo 
poits  is  insignificant  and  the  value  of  private  property  here  may  be 
far  inferior  to  that  of  other  towns  equally  exposed  to  attack  yet  the 
military  importance  of  holding  this  gateway  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  can 
baf%  be  overestimated,  and  is,  indeed,  too  evident  to  require  more 
specific  mention.  The  occupation  of  but  few  other  places  in  the  coun- 

thp  1 ld  occasion  such  serious  inconvenience,  more  especially  with 
the  present  rebellion  on  our  hands.  p  y  n 

the  Prospect  of  foreign  armed  intervention,  or  of  hos- 
i  L  tles  u,Kler  any  other  pretext,  should  become  imminent  it  would  be 

ToHug-as'that  ^ utTeasfT  ^  secunt-v.  °.f  our  possessions  here  and  at  the 
hi  w  tbat  at  least  two  Powerful  ironclad  steamers  should  be  sent 
here  before  an  enemy  could  make  his  appearance  in  these  waters 
Of  course  there  is  no  present  neecfof  these  vessels  and  T  hnve 
meie  y  called  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  subject,  in  view 


531 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

not  only  of  its  great  contingent  importance,  but  also  of  our  utter  want 
of  mail  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world  at  a  time  when  our 
foreign  relations  have  assumed  a  rather  threatening  aspect. 

Xi6Sp6Ctllllly^ 

...  r.  ,  ,  .  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order'  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding 
officers  of  blockading  vessels  regarding  the  reported  movements  of 
btockaae  runners. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Tahoma, 

Key  West,  August  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  information  that  the  steamers  Alabama  and  Nita  sailed 
from  Havana  on  the  12th,  with  a  view  of  running  the  blockade  prob- 
ably  at  Mobile,  but  possibly  between  Tampa  Bay  and  St.  Marks;  also 
that  the  steamers.  Montgomery  (formerly  ILabanero),  the  Isabel,  the 
-Fannie,  the  Warrior,  and  the  Little  Lily  were  nearly  ready  for  sail 
with  hke  intent.  Furthermore,  that  the  Isabel,  which  sailed  on  the 
7th,  has  undoubtedly  gone  either  to  Bavport,  the  Waccasassa,  or  the 
Suwanee  River.  You  will  therefore  keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  any  of 
these  vessels,  and  capture  such  as  come  within  vour  reach. 
Respectfully, 

*  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg .  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Sguadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edw.  Y.  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Steamer  Fort  Henry. 

N.  B.  -Copies  sent  to  Acting  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb,  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Rogers,  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Edw.  Conroy,  commanding  steamer  Union. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron, 

August  15,  1863. 


Name. 


Beauregard . 
Dale . 


De  Soto. 


Eugenie . . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea 
Hendrick  Hudson  . 


Huntsville . 

J.  S.  Chambers  . 


J.  L.  Davis  . 
Marigold  .. 


Port  Royal. 
Pursuit 
Restless. ... 
Roebuck... 
Sagamore.. 


Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess. 
Commander  R.  Handy . . 

Capt.  W.  M.  Walker . 


Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . 
Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley'. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal  . . . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 
Actg.  Mast.  L.  Nickerson . . . 


Actg.  Mast.  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Mast.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees 


Lt.  Comdr.  G.  U.  Morris . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall. 
Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne  . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lt,  Comdr.  Earl  English _ 


Class  and  station. 


Schooner.  Cape  Canaveral. 

Sloop  of  war.  Ordnance  ship,  Key 
West. 

Steamer.  Cruising  from  100  to  200  m  iles 
S.  E.  of  Mobile. 

Schooner.  Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Preparing  to  go  north  for 
repairs. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Steamer.  Cruising  to  northward  and 
eastward  of  Tortugas. 

Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George’sSound. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Bark.  Cruising  60  miles  off  Tampa  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Steamer.  Refitting  at  Key  West. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  August  15,  1863 — 

Continued. 


Name. 


San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes 
Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 

Annie . 

Ariel . 


Rank. 


Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman . . . 
Act?.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb 
Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice  . . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes _ 

Actg.  Master  J.  O.  Barclay  . . 


Brockenborough 

Carmita . 

Fox . 

Ezilda . 

Julia . 

Rosalie . 

Sea  Bird . 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters . 


Class  and  station. 


.  Steamer.  Cruising,  etc.  (Same  as  x>e 
Soto. ) 

•  Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
.  Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

.  Steamer.  Cruising  to  northward  and 
eastward  of  Tortugas. 

.  Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

. ;  Schooner.  Hospital  ship  at  Key  West 
■  Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry. 
Cedar  Keys. 

I  Schooner.  ‘Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Bahia  Honda  and  Indian  River. 
Sloop.  Tender  to  Port  Royal.  Con¬ 
demned,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Schooner.  Tender  to  lighter.  At  Key 
West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Cruising  between  Cedar  Keys  and 
St.  Marks. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry.  Con¬ 
demned  at  Key  West. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie.  Guard 
vessel  (inside)  Kev  West. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 

Cruising  60  miles  off  Tampa  Bay. 
Schooner.  Tender  to  Huntsville 
Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Cruising  between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Tampa  Bay. 


T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Recti'- Admiral. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  CommanderEnglish,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
Orrr  bagamore->  regardmg  the  capture  of  turpentine  at  the  Haul 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Key  West ,  August  16,  1863. 

Vmv®  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  24th 
of  July  I  captured,  at  a  place  called  the  Haul  Over,  13  miles  north  of 
Cape  Canaveral,  11  barrels  of  turpentine,  which  had  been  placed  there 
by  the  rebel  enemy  for  the  purpose  of  shipping  it  in  some  vessel  to 
run  the  blockade;  I  have  brought  it  to  this  place  and  turned  it  over 
to  the  court  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Capture  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Alice  Vivian. 

Report  of  Captain  Walker,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

q  T  .  (rulf  of  Mexico,  August  16,  1863. 

violaMnn  V?0™  -vou  that  1  ha™  this  day  seized,  for 

violation  of  the  blockade,  the  steamer  Alice  Vivian,  S‘  W.  Abels, 
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master,  who  represented  that  the  steamer  was  from  Mobile,  laden  with 
cotton  and  bound  to  Havana. 

On  demand  in  o'  her  papers  her  master  stated  that  he  had  none:  and 
m/eply  to  my  enquiry  admitted  that  he  had  thrown  them  overboard. 
I  have  ordered  the  Alice  Vivian  to  Key  West  for  adjudication, 
am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bohio,  claiming  a 

share  in  the  prize.  6 

U.  S.  Brig  Bohio, 

Pensacola  Bay ,  August  16 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  between  the  hours  of  7 
and  8  this  morning-  several  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel 
distinctly  saw  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto  make  a  prize  of  the  rebel  steamer 
Alice  Vivian,  and  being  within  easy  signal  distance,  I  claim  in  behalf 
ot  myself,  officers,  and  crew,  a  share  in  said  prize  and  her  cargo  and 
have  notified  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  and  Captain  Walker  accord- 
ln8’v  •  Enclosed  please  find  list£  of  officers  and  crew. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C 


Report  of  Captain  Walker,  B.  S.  Navy,  proposing  a  search  of  the  baggage  found  on  board 

the  prize. 

U.  S.  Ship  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico ,  August  32,  1863.. 

Sir:  On  the  day  of  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Alice 
Vivian ,  a  falling  barometer  and  the  threatening  aspect  of  the  weather, 
together  with  a  consideration  of  the  season  of  the  year,  all  admonished 
rue  to  send  the  prize  into  port  with  the  least  delajr;  therefore  at  the 
time  of  separation  from  her  I  had  not  had  time  to  ascertain  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  passengers  transferred  from  her  to  this  ship. 

Upon  examination  I  find  that  among  these  men  are  several  of  the 
staff  of  General  Slaughter,  C.  S.  A. 

I  am  informed  that  General  Slaughter  had  embarked  on  board  the 
steamer  with  all  his  staff,  but  that  a  few  hours  previous  to  her  leaving 
Mobile  Bay  he  returned  to  the  city,  accompanied  by  Captain  Aldrich, 
of  his  staff,  and  perhaps  others;  whether  with  the  intention  of  rejoin¬ 
ing  the  steamer  I  can  not  learn,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  baggage  of 
Captain  Aldrich  and  others  had  been  on  board  it  is  probable  that  such 
had  been  his  intention. 

The  destination  of  General  Slaughter  is  Texas,  whither  he  was  going 
to  raise  a  brigade. 
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On  my  arrival  at  Key  West,  to-morrow  probably,  I  shall  suggest 
that  the  baggage  and  papers  belonging  to  these  officers  be  submitted 
to  the  scrutiny  of  General  Woodbury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto , 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Nita. 

U.  S.  Ship  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico ,  August  17 ,  1863. 

,  Sir:  I  have  this  day,  in  latitude  29°  45',  longitude  86°  40',  seized 
tor  attempted  violation  of  the  blockade  proclaimed  and  instituted  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  steamer  Nita,  George  Blakes- 
ley,  master,  who  represented  that  the  steamer  was  from  Havana,  13th 
instant,  laden  with  provisions  and  medicines,  and  bound  into  Mobile. 

On  demanding  her  papers  her  master  stated  that  he  had  no  papers 
and  in  reply  to  my  enquiry  admitted  that  he  had  destroyed  them. 

1  have  ordered  the  Nita  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Corn  dp.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 

The  Nita  would  make  a  very  nice  little  blockader  or  dispatch  ves¬ 
sel^  burns  best  soft  coal.  Is  valued  at  $30,000. 

The  cargo  of  the  Nita  was  on  Government  account;  provisions  and 
medicines,  $12,000  in  Havana. 

There  was  some  drunkenness  on  board  the  Nita ;  therefore,  for  her 
better  security,  1  have  transferred  to  this  ship  sundrv  casks,  oases,  and 
demijohns  of  liquors. 

Most  respectfully,  very  hastily, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

The  captain  of  the  Nita  has  exhibited  the  most  correct  gentlemanlv 
deportment.  ^  J 

W.  M.  W. 


Report  of  Limtenant- Commander  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

dJfJtrSCefuTZ' Tegardmg  ^  mptm  °ftW0  —rf*? 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  August  17,  1863. 
Admiral:  This  evening  one  of, the  boats  of  this  vessel,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  Bingham,  brought  in  two  canoes  with  four  soldiers 
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refugees,  three  of  them  deserters  from  Lee’s  army  of  Virginia 
other  from  the  Confederate  forces  of  Florida, 
if 01  ward  them  to  Key  West  in  the  A.  Bradshaw. 
they  made  their  escape  down  the  Suwanee  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


,  the 


T-.  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Comdg.  IT.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Iiear- Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  U.  S.  district 
attorney  at  Key  West ,  Fla.,  regarding  prisoner's. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Tahoma, 

Key  West,  August  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  *  from  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  relative  to  the  detention  of  persons  captured  on  board  of  vessels 
seized  for  breach  of  blockade,  and  would  request  to  be  furnished  with 
the  names  of  such  as  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  rule,  together 
with  a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  in  each  case,  in  order  that  I  mav 
send  them  north  with  a  proper  report. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

T.  J.  Boynton,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney ,  Key  West. 

[Copies  sent  to  George  D.  Allen,  clerk  of  the  United  States  district 
court,  and  to  Charles  Howe,  prize  commissioner,  Ke}r  West.] 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Woodbury,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting  the  arrest  of  the  musters 
of  the  prize  vessels  Clara  Louisa  and  Southern  Rights . ' 


U.  S.  Flagship  Tahoma, 

Key  West,  August  18,  1863. 

Sir:  James  E.  Smith,  master  of  the  captured  sloop  Clara  Louisa, 
and  John  H.  Adams,  master  of  the  captured  schooner  Southern  Rights, 
have  been  examined  and  discharged  by  the  court,  but,  having  reason 
to  know  that  they  come  within  the  rule  of  those  who  are  directed  to 
be  sent  north,  1  wish  to  secure  and  send  them  on  board  the  steamer 
IL.  Hudson.  I  would  be  much  obliged  to  you,  therefore,  if  you  would 
have  the  kindness  to  direct  the  provost-marshal  to  arrest" them  and 
deliver  them  to  my  order. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Brigadier-General  D.  P.  Woodbury, 

U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Forces  at  Key  West,  etc. 


*See  letter,  Welles  to  Bailey,  July  11,  1863. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  J§ rowne ,  l .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
oark  Restless ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Ernti. 

U.  S.  Bark  Bestless, 

At  Sea ,  Lat.  25  N,  Long.  8k  W.,  August  19,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  above  latitude  and  longi¬ 
tude  1  captured  the  topsail  schooner  Ernti  under  the  following  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and,  deeming  her  cargo  to  be  rebel  property,  I  herewith 
send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

This  vessel  I  chased  for  thirty  hours,  but  under  cover  of  the  night 
she  got  away  from  me.  This  day  I  fell  in  with  a  bark  from  which  I 
obtained  information  that  she  saw  one  in  chase  of  a  schooner  last 
evening  and  that  she  saw  said  schooner  beating  to  the  windward  of 
us  this  a.  m.  At  1:30  p.  m.  sighted  a  vessel  from  the  masthead  about 
?°  to  th®  W1  Howard  of  us.  At  4:30  p.  m.  fell  in  with  and 

boarded  her.  _  She  proved  to  be  the  Ernti ,  from  Matamoras,  bound  to 
i\ ei pool,  with  a  cargo  of  135  bales  of  cotton,  her  actions  being  very 
suspicious  by  her  shortening  sail  and  altering  her  course  during  the 
night  to  evade  us,  which  she  effectually  did  for  the  time.  After  speak¬ 
ing  the  bark  and  beating  to  the  windward  I  fell  in  with  her,  as  above 
1  also  consider  cotton  from  Matamoras  contraband  of  war  and  here¬ 
with  send  her  to  Key  West  with  her  papers. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 
Acting-  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  V.  S.  Navy ,  to  LieutenarU- 
Commander  Semmes,  1 .  S.  Navy,  to  prepare  the  prize  steamer  James 
Hattie  jor  duty  on  the  coast. 

I  .  S.  Flagship  Tahoma, 

Q  v  _  Key  West,  A  ugust  20,  1863. 

her  nii t  w  ,WjL  take  char§'e  of  ^he  prize  steamer  James  Battle  and  fit 
hei  out  foi  a  three  weeks  expedition,  the  object  of  which  is  to  scour 

the  coast  between  Tampa  Bay  and  St.  Marks,  where  it  is  believed  one 
01  more  steamers  (diverted  from  the  direct  trade  with  Mobile  by  the 
increased  difficulties  of  running  the  blockade  in  that  direction)  are  now 

tSfnr  th  a'i!lg;?i(  receiymg  cargoes  for  the  rebels.  You  will 
l  af  r  /10  (ni  lt  °o  th.e  Battle  such  officers,  men,  arms,  stores,  etc, 
as  the  Tahoma  can  furnish  and  make  requisition  for  the  rest,  keeping 
in  view  the  fact  that  you  can  receive  reinforcements  from  the  Munts- 
Wfh  whlch  vessel  you  will  communicate  at  Tampa  Bay  and 
dehvei  to  her  the  provisions  and  stores  which  form  the  ostensible 
object  of  sending  the  Battle  up  the  coast.  ostensible 

ihe  details  of  the  expedition  must  necessarily  be  left  to  vour  own 
discretion,  merely  cautioning  you  that  its  success  will  depend  upon 
youi  preserving  the  utmost  secrecy  and  also  upon  the  rapiditv^ of 
your  movements  along  the  coast,  as  the  results  ofPa ^revioui  affair  of 
the  same  sort  were  rendered  comparatively  small  by  the  ease  with 
which  the  land  communication  of  the  rebels  was  made  to  outshfne  the 
slow  progress  of  the  boats.  You  will,  therefore,  during  ^ 
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the  coast,  devote  your  attention  mainly  to  the  capture  of  any  vessels 
you  may  find,  leaving  the  attack  upon  towns  or  batteries  (if  any  such 
should  present  themselves  to  you  and  if  you  should  deem  it  prudent 
and  expedient  to  make  such  attack)  u util  your  return.  Y ou  will  use  all 
the  dispatch  consistent  with  the  objects  of  the  expedition  to  return  to 
this  place. 

You  will  please  deliver  to  the  Fort  Ilenry  one  of  the  rifled  12-pounder 
fleklpieees  furnished  to  the  Battle  for  this  expedition  before  return- 
mg,  together  with  a  field  and  boat  carriage,  all  the  implements  com¬ 
plete,  and  all  the  ammunition  you  can  spare  from  what  will  then  remain 
on  board. 

Should  you  find  an  opportunity  for  carrying  out  the  object  of  this 
expedition .  more  effectually  by  so  doing,  you  will  at  your  discretion 
aPPjy  1°  Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley  for  the  cooperation  of  his 
tender,  boats,  and  men,  or  will  take  them  temporarily  either  from  the 

Huntsville  or  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Block, dq .  Squadron . 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Talioma. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander^  Me  Doug  at,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  Assistant  Surgeon 
Pratt ,  C.  S.  Army ,  a  prisoner  from  the  prize  steamer  Alice  Vivian. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  August  21,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  receive  on  board,  from  the  prize  steamer  Alice 
Vivian  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  Dr.  T.  T.  Pratt,  an  assistant  surgeon  in 
the  Confederate  Army,  who  was  captured  en  route  from  Mobile  to 
Havana. 

Dr.  Pratt  represents  himself  as  being  under  military  orders  for 
Texas,  and  says  that  the  difficulties  of  getting  there  by  land  had 
induced  the  rebel  authorities  to  allow  him  to  attempt  this  mode  of 
reaching  his  destination;  but  he  urges  the  existence  of  a  cartel  or 
agreement  of  some  kind,  by  which  medical  officers  are  exempted  from 
the  ordinary  results  of  capture,  as  applied  to  others.  I  have  received 
no  notice  of  such  arrangement,  and  if  it  exists,  I  conceive  it  to  apply 
only  to  such  medical  officers  as  may  be  taken  on  the  field  of  battle 
and  in  the  exercise  of  their  professional  duties.  In  addition  to  this 
the  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana  writes  me  under  date  of  July  28 
as  follows: 

I  have  information  from  a  very  reliable  source  that  the  British  house  of  Brooks, 
Douglass  &  Co.,  of  Havana  (whose  Mr.  Douglass  has  a  brother  residing  in  Mobile)! 
received,  per  steamer  Alice,  an  order  from  the  Confederate  Commissary" Department,’ 
through  the  Douglass,  of  Mobile,  for  a  very  large  quantity  of  medicines,  etc.  One 
item  is  300  ounces  of  quinine.  I  understand  the  army  in  Mobile  are  in  great  need 
of  these  supplies;  and  if  they  do  not  reach  them,  the  Confederate  forces  will  be  in  a 
very  bad  way. 

It  is  not  a  violent  supposition,  therefore,  that  Dr.  Pratt  may  have 
been  ordered  to  Havana  to  expedite  the  purchase  and  shipment  of 
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these  medicines  (which,  by  the  way,  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  on 
board  the  prize  steamer  Nit  a,  brought  in  here  yesterday),  and  in  that 
case,  as  I)r.  Pratt  would  have  been  employed  in  a  commercial  capacity 
by  the  lebel  Government,  of  course  his  commission  would  not  carry 
any  immunity  with  it. 

.Dr-  Pratt  has  a  servant  whom  he  represents  as  a  free  man.  hired  by 
himself  You  can  allow  the  doctor  to  retain  his  services  till  you  arrive 
at  New  York;  when  you  will  report  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
to  the  admiral  commanding  the  station,  and  receiving  from  him  further 
instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made,  both  of  the  doctor  and 
his  servant. 

Respectfully, 

,  n  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  hear- Admiral,  CJomdg.  Eastern  Gulf  J3lockdg .  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chas.  J.  McDougal,  U.  S.  Navy 

Commanding  Steamer  II.  Hudson.  ’ 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  the 
necessity  of  sending  the  U  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson  north  for 
repairs. 

'N0,  l  L .  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

hley  West,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  the  steamer  Hendrick  Hudson 
has  become  so  disabled,  by  reason  of  her  propeller  getting  loose  on 
the  shaft,  that  I  am  compelled  to  send  her  north  to  be  docked 
The  report  of  Fleet  Engineer  Zeller,  which  I  enclose,  will  explain 
the  total  inadequacy  of  our  means  at  Key  West  to  effect  the  repairs 
and  make  her  efficient  for  service.  p 

The  repairs  will  require  but  a  short  time  in  dry  dock,  and  I  ben¬ 
to  request  that  the  Hendrick  Hudson,  with  Liei i to n an t -Con i mander 
McDougal  as  her  commander,  may  be  sent  back  to  me  as  soon  as  the 
repairs  and  outfits  are  completed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U  S.  S.  De 
boto,  describing  the  cargo  of  the  prize  steamer  Nila, 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

G  .  Gvlf  of  Mexico ,  August  22,  1863. 

,  kra:  On  the  evening  of  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Nita  I  omitted 
nder  the  pressure  ot  duty,  to  communicate  to  you  information  which 
I  deem  it  important  to  make  known  to  the  Department,  namely  that 
the  cargo  ot  the  Nita  consisted  chiefly  of  salted  beef  and  pork  together 
menta  aSSOrtment  of  medicineG  all  for  the  Confederate  Govern- 

,,]  h<7  fact  that  steamers  are  employed  at  great  cost,  with  all  the 
attendant  risk,  in  transporting  provisions  from  Havana  to  Mobile  is 
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the  most  conclusive  evidence  I  have  yet  had  of  the  scarcity  of  supplies 
in  the  Gulf  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walkkr, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rating  Rear- R dmira l  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
operations  of  the  prize  steamer  James  Battle ,  Rugust  23  to  September*' 
18,  1863 ,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Semmes,  U  S. 
Navy. 

No.  299.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  September  22,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  received  information  from  the  acting  U.  S.  consul- 
general  at  Havana  that  one  or  more  steamers  were  about  to  attempt  a 
violation  of  the  blockade  at  some  point  between  Tampa  Bay  and  St. 
Marks,  I  dispatched  notice  to  that  effect  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  blockading  vessels,  and  at  the  same  time  obtained  from  the  U.  S. 
deputy  marshal  at  this  place  the  temporary  use  of  the  prize  steamer 
James  Battle  to  scour  the  coast.  She  was  hurriedly  fitted  out  with  two 
rifled  and  two  smoothbore  12-pounders,  manned  from  the  crew  of  the 
Tahoma ,  placed  under  charge  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes, 
and  dispatched  up  the  coast  on  the  23d  of  August.  Information  sub¬ 
sequently  reached  me  that  one  of  the  reported  steamers  had  been 
repeatedly  chased  off  the  coast  by  our  blockading  vessels,  and  had 
returned  to  Havana;  and  it  appears  that  another  attempted  to  get  into 
the  Suwanee  River,  but  was  prevented  by  the  presence  of  the  Battle. 
Owing  to  the  Battle  having  got  aground,  and  remained  so  for  twelve 
days,  she  was  unable  to  continue  the  expedition  up  the  Suwanee, 
where  a  small  steamer  was  supposed  to  be;  but  by  a  sudden  descent 
upon  Bayport  she  performed  a  more  important  service,  by  frighten¬ 
ing  the  rebels  into  destroying  (by  fire)  a  still  larger  steamer  and  a 
large  warehouse  filled  with  cotton.  There  was  no  loss  of  any  sort  on 
our  part,  and  I  consider  the  expedition  as  sufficiently  successful.  I 
enclose  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes’s  report. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Rcting  Rear- Rdmiral,  Comdg.  Blast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Semmes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  temporarily 
commanding  prize  steamer  James  Battle ,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that 
vessel ,  Rugust  23  to  September  18,  1863. 

Prize  Steamer  James  Battle, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  September  19,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  cruise  in 
this  vessel: 

August  23,  at  noon,  having  received  on  board  officers  and  crew,  I 
started  out  the  North  West  Passage;  during  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
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and  sea,  Loth  ahead,  increasing,  and  the  weather  looking  bad,  I  returned 
to  an  anchorage  inside  of  the  light.  At  8  p.  m.,  the  weather  being 
more  promising,  I  started  again,  and  on  the  following  day  sighted 
Sanibel  Island  and  Charlotte  Harbor.  The  25th,  at  daylight,  then  off 
Tampa  Bay,  called  out  the  Huntsville  by  using  bituminous  coal,  with 
the  view  of  delivering  provisions  and  getting  some  firemen  from  her, 
but  it  being  too  rough  for  boat  work  we  were  obliged  to  go  inside. 
The  same  night,  at  midnight,  left  for  Cedar  Keys,  near  the  bar  of 
which  anchorage  we  were  obliged  to  run  for  shelter  the  following  day 
in  a  gale  of  wind.  On  the  27th,  having  received  reinforcements  from 
the,  Tort  Henry ,  we  left,  intending  to  go  up  the  Suw7anee  River  after 
an  English-built  steamer  seen  on  that  stream.  Here  our  difficulties 
commenced.  The  pilot  upon  whom  I  relied  to  carry  the  vessel  into 
the  mouth  of  the  river  did  not  (experience  subsequently  proved  it) 
know  where  to  look  for  it.  The  result  was  the  vessel  was  run  ashore 
twice,  and  gotten  off  at  next  high  water  following,  but  on  running' 
ashore  a  third  time  she  lay  twelve  days. 

Whilst  ashore,  feeling  doubtful  of  the  pilot’s  competency,  I  sent  a 
boat  to  the  northwest  to  sound,  and  to  look  for  the  mouth  of  the 
ii\ei.  YV  hen  the  boat  was  about  5  or  6  miles  distant  a  steamer  was 
discerned  standing  in  toward  the  land.  Bituminous  coal  was  burned 
by  us  to  decoy  her,  but  the  stranger,  discovering  our  boat,  turned 
seaward  ana  r._ .  -  out.  That  night,  as  the  steamer  appeared  to  stop 
a.  long  distance  offshore,  sent  two  armed  boats  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river;  ,The  morning  of  the  30th,  the  steamer  having  left,  the  boats 
sounded  the  pass  through  the  reef  and  one  of  them  went  up  to  the 
forks  of  the  river.  I  afterwards  sounded  it;  scant  6  feet  can  be  car¬ 
ried  through  a  passage  (which  must  be  passed  at  high  slack  water) 
varying  from  70  to  100  feet  in  width,  until  the  river  is  entered,  when 

thei  e  appears  to  be  plenty  of  room.  No  other  passage  into  the  river 
was  found. 

Lightening  vessel  of  coal  and  the  use  of  steam  and  anchors  was 
resoited  to  to  get  afloat,  but  to  no  purpose,  from  the  29th  August 
until  the  10th  instant.  From  the  10th  to  the  12th  the  crew  were 
getting  coal  off  the  reef.  The  afternoon  of  the  12th  I  went  to  Cedar 
Keys.  Scarcity  of  coal,  the  length  of  time  ashore  in  sight  of  the 

uellpd8’  Zin  TS7  abfTnC-^  fr011l this  P-lace  than  was  anticipated  com¬ 
pelled  me  to  abandon  the  idea  of  entering  the  Suwanee.  The  after¬ 
noon  ot  the  14th,  taking  the  Fort  Henry's  launch  and  the  tenders  Two 
Msters  and  Annie  (Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley  in  the  latter)  in 
1? we  went  to  Bayport  anchoring  outside  the  inner  reef  at  11  a  m 
the  15th  Finding  the  channel  stakes  with  few  exceptions  removed 

t“t  S6t  T°lk  t0  !°Und  the  Passage  UP  to  the  battery  with 
the  view  of  an  attack,  as  a  steamer  was  reported  as  being  in  the  har¬ 
bor.  Two  unarmed  cutters  and  an  armed  launch  pulled  in  o-enerallv 
m  a  line  abreast,  each  provided  with  a  sounding  rod.  Whilst  croW  in 
wus  keeping  a  bright  lookout  for  the  steamer,  but  did  not  see  anv 

and  I  marker^1  hi!  a  f°°?  glass’  until  within  a 

and  a  quarter  of  her.  When  she  was  clearly  seen,  it  was  found  that 

she  had  been  disguised  with  branches  of  trees.  She  was  an  iron 

d effi d fAk ° l?6  mr‘t  Rnd  °ne  funne1’  apparently  over  200  feet  long,  and 
decidedly  English  in  appearance,  although  reported  to  me  as  having- 

gone  in  under  French  colors.  Having  nifde  her  out,  I  continued 
ing  toward  her  until  within  about  800  yards  of  the  battery,  when  it 
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became  apparent  that  the  rebels  had  set  her  on  tire.  Within  half  an 
°ur  of  the  time  of  firing  her  they  also  fired  a  large  warehouse  stored 
with  cotton  (if  one  could  judge  from  the  smell)  near  to  and  in  rear  of 
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the  battery.  I  spent  three  hours  inside  of  the  harbor  with  the  three 
boats  within  half  a  mile  of  the  battery  to  see  that  there  was  no  sham 
about  the  firing  of  the  steamer.  The  soundings  convinced  me  that  I 
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could  have  taken  this  vessel  and  the  Annie  within  easy  shelling  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  battery,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  do  until  the  rebels 
saved  me  the  time  and  trouble  by  starting  the  fires  already  mentioned. 
I  was  also  prepared,  in  addition  to  the  use  of  the  guns  on  board  the  ves¬ 
sels,  to  threaten  the  steamer  with  five  armed  boats,  one  of  them  carry¬ 
ing  a  howitzer.  About  5  p.  m.  we  returned  to  the  vessels  outside, 
took  the  small  craft  in  tow,  and  returned  to  Cedar  Keys.  It  was  quite 
a  disappointment,  I  assure  you,  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com¬ 
mand  to  see  the  destruction,  as  they  were  eager  for  a  fight  for  the 
possession  of  the  steamer.  To  Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley  I 
am  deeply  indebted  for  his  valuable  assistance  while  ashore  and  "his 
suggestions  and  hearty  cooperation  with  men  and  vessels  in  the  demon¬ 
stration  made  at  Bay  port.  Leaving  Cedar  Keys  the  17th  and  Tampa 
the  18th,  I  returned  here  to-day,  bringing  some  contrabands  from 
Tampa  and  lumber  and  iron  from  Cedar  Keys. 

This  sketch  is  enclosed  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  place  and  of  the 
plan  of  attack  had  not  the  rebels  saved  us  the  trouble.  The  positions 
outside  show  the  anchorage  of  the  vessels;  those  inside  what  they 
would  have  been  had  the  attack  been  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  U.  A.  Navy,  Comdg.  Steamer  James  Battle. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theod.  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Weston ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  S.  tender 
Fox,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  between  the' Aucilla  and 
Suvjanee  rivers. 


U.  b.  Tender  Fox, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  August  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Key  West  July  27  in 
obedience  to  your  instructions,  and  proceeded  to  my  cruising  ground 
between  the  Aucilla  and  Suwanee  rivers,  stopping  to  deliver  mails  and 
dispatches  to  the  Huntsville  at  Tampa  Bay,  the  Fort  Henry  at  Cedar 
Keys,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  at  St.  Marks. 

On  the  10th  instant  at  7  a.  m.  the  lookout  raised  black  smoke  and  I 
made  all  sail  in  chase.  At  10  I  made  him  out  to  be  a  lead-colored  river 
steamer  with  a  white  smokestack  and  one  mast.  The  wind  dying  away 
however,  he  gained  on  me  rapidly,  so  that  at  noon  he  was  hull  down5 
and  at  2  p.  m.  his  smoke  had  disappeared  entirely. 

His  course  was  about  N.  N.  E.  My  position  at  meridian  was,  bv 

observation,  latitude  29°  06' N.,  longitude  84°  25' W.  J 

Standing  to  the  northward  through  the  afternoon,  the  lookout  raised 
black  smoke  to  the  northward  and  eastward  at  5  o’clock  and  I  made  all 
sail  in  chase.  At  5:  30  raised  another  smoke,  and  this  appearing  the 
nearer  of  the  two,  I  kept  off  for  it.  At  0  made  out  two  steamers  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  same  direction,  the  second  one  resembling  the  one  we  had 
chased  in  the  morning.  At  6:30  opened  on  him  with  the  rifle  at 
extreme  elevation,  using  Hotchkiss  shell  with  20-second  fuzes,  but  the 
shells  m  every  instance  burst  high  in  the  air  and  not,  I  should  iudsre 
at  more  than  two-thirds  range.  J  s 
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I  then  fired  some  of  the  same  shell  unfuzed  and  filled  with  sand  but 
from  the  uncertain  light  could  not  see  with  what  effect.  I  also  threw 
a  couple  of  Dahlgren  shells,  but  in  their  range  and  accuracy  I  find  them 
to  bo  tar  interior  to  the  Hotchkiss  projectile. 

Idle  steamer  to  the  windward,  which  I  have  since  learned  was  the 
Mars  and  Stripes. ,  fired  a  couple  of  guns,  but  without  effect,  and  dark- 
ness  coming  on,  I  was  compelled  to  give  up  the  chase,  losing  sight  of 
both  steamers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  Weston, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  Ralph  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  I  .  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto ,  Key  West,1  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Mites,  U .  S. A  avy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Honduras,  for  duty  in  Fast 
Guf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  26,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras  is  ready  for  sea  proceed  with 
her  to  Ivey  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus 
Bailey  for  duty. 

Inf oi m  the  Department  what  number  of  officers  she  can  accommo¬ 
date  as  passengers  and  when  she  will  be  ready  to  sail. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  Stites, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Honduras,  New  York. 


Report  of  Acting  Afaster  Van  Sice,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  17.  S.  S. 

Sunflower,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  schooner  General 

Worth. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

Off  Tortugas,  August  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  bv  the  above  steamer, 
under  my  command,  of  the  rebel  schooner  General  Worth,  from  Havana, 
bound  to  Mobile,  with  a  general  cargo.  She  has  a  Confederate  regis¬ 
ter,  hailing  from  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  and  under  the  rebel  flag  which  I 
found  on  board.  I  took  her  in  longitude  82°  22'  W.,  latitude  24° 
25'  N. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Afaster ,  Comma/nding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Burgess,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S. 
schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Phoebe , 
of  New  fork. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Indian  River ,  Fla. ,  August  27,  1863. 
Sir.  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  schooner  Phoebe,  of  New  York.  On  the  23d  instant,  while 
ymg  at  Jupiter  Inlet,  Florida,  at  6  a.  in.,  the  lookout  at  the  masthead 
reported  a  schooner  in  sight  bearing  about  N.  E.  I  immediately  got 
underway  and  proceeded  in  that  direction,  and  at  10:  30  a.  m.,  when  10 
nnles  N.  E.  from  Jupiter  Inlet,  I  sent  a  boat  on  board  in  charge  of 
c  ing  Master  s  Mate  H.  B.  Colby,  who  examined  her  papers  and 
leported  them  apparently  all  correct.  The  vessel  proved  to  be  the 
schooner  Phoebe,  of  New  York,  for  Key  West,  Fla',  with  a  general 
cai  go.  I  also  examined  her  papers  myself  and  found  them  apparently 
all  correct.  After  buying  some  few  stores  from  her  I  gave  permission 
i°  b;1  t(y  proceed  on  her  voyage,  instead  of  which  she  anchored  at 
Juprter  iniet  with  a  fair  wind,  strong  breeze,  and'  remained  on  the 
-oth,  and,  as  I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  inlet,  having  water  for  the  U.  S. 
bark  1  ursuit ,  before  leaving  I  sent  an  armed  boat  inside  the  inlet  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  D.  C.  Kierstead,  with  orders  to  seize 
the  schooner  if  she  communicated  with  the  shore  in  any  way.  On  the 

•  ,  .  lnS|f1^’  atabout  7;30  a.  m.,  the  schooner  sent  a  boat  inside  the 
inlet,  and  therefore  my  boat  seized  the  schooner  and  brought  her  to 
Indian  River  to  me,  and,  with  the  advice  of  Lieutenant  C.  J.  McDouo-al 

Ket  WoSg/°  a”  A  Peutena1t  Randall>  1  have  sent  the  schooner  to 
iAey  West  toi  adjudication,  as  she  was  bound  to  that  port. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fras.  Burgess, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


%Zfaff%RZMmiTal  Baile»’  to  Acting  Master 

ay  day,  L.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  TJ.  S.  bark  Roebuck. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

«  v  ,  ,  ,  Key  West,  August  28,  1863. 

Sir.  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Wanderer,  and  you  will  take 
passage  in  the  steamer  Adela  to  St,  Andrew’s  Sound  where  vou  will 
lelieve  Acting  Master  Sherrill  in  command  of  the  bark  Roebuck 

IK?  assu“!5,c°mmand  you  will  require  of  Master  Sherrill  a 

honorable  discharge,  and  also  that  he  shall 
^  Te,  a,U  Pett-V  officers  appointed  by  himself,  and  you  are  recom 
mended  to  reappoint  them  immediately,  and  until  you  find  sufficient 
cause  for  disrating-  them  permanently. 

Respectfully, 

T  R 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squldron. 
Acting  Master  J.  O.  Barclay,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Schooner  Wanderer. 
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0rfhm°£iat?<  R™r- Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Nmyy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Crosman, ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U  S.  S.  Somerset 
regarding  further  operations  in  the  St.  Marks  River.  ’ 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Q  .  h\ey  West,  August  £8,  1863. 

fere:  I  have  received  the  model  of  a  pontoon  which  you  sent  me 
n:Vh/Ch  app?a^s  caPab!e  ?nWh  of  performing-  the  service  for  which 

o’  aS  Stated.m  lptter  of  July  1  deem  it  unwise 
to  attempt  any  further  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Marks  at  pres- 

vJw  relen  1  ,  he:e  !Were  •not1  other  and  more  important  objects  in 
view,  the  results  to  be  gained  are  not  commensurate  with  the  risks 
to  be  incurred. 

Respectfully, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gidf  Blkdf.^lldron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  F.  Crosman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Somerset. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  command- 
ing  L  .  fe.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop 
Richard,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


U.  S.  Bark  Gem  oe  the  Sea, 

Charlotte  Harbor,  September  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  night  of  the  31st 
ultimo  1  captured  the  sloop  Richard,  of  5  tons,  hailing  from  Nassau 
New  Proi  idence,  laden  with  8^  bales  of  cotton.  Her  crew  made  their 
escape  on  shore,  except  Henry  Brown  (colored),  who  belongs  to  Nas¬ 
sau,  New  Providence. 

.  I  have  sent  the  above-named  sloop  to  Key  West,  in  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  W.  H.  Winslow  and  a  prize  crew,  for  adjudication,  with 
Henry  Brown  as  a  witness. 

.  The  following  is  a  detailed  account  of  her  capture:  Having  received 
information  from  refugees  that  the  above-named  sloop  was  lying 
about  15  miles  up  Peace  Creek  and  40  miles  from  this  ship,  laden  with 
cotton,  intending  to  run  the  blockade,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  at  noon,  I 
sent  an  expedition,  consisting  of  the  launch  and  first  cutter,  armed 
and  manned  with  20  men,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  H.  Winslow 
and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  A.  Edgcomb,  accompanied  by  Henry 
W  est,  a  refugee,  acting  as  their  pilot,  with  orders  to  Mr.  Winslow  to 
proceed  up  Peace  Creek  and  bring  the  sloop  out  if  possible. 

Mr.  Winslow  returned  on  board  the  following  morning  at  6  a.  m., 
1st  instant,  from  the  expedition,  having  found  the  sloop  lying  at 
anchor  27  miles  up  Charlotte  Harbor,  near  the  entrance  to  Peace 
Creek,  and  captured  her,  finding  no  one  on  board  but  the  above- 
named  negro. 

The  above-named  sloop  has  an  English  register,  but  is  owned  by 
John  Mooney  and  James  Fuell,  both  living  in  West  Florida. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  state  that  John  A.  Smith,  seaman  on  board 
this  vessel,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  hand  while  on  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  capture  the  within-named  sloop,  by  the  accidental  discharge 
of  a  rifle  in  the  hands  of  William  Smart,  seaman,  also  belonging  to  this 
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vessel.  The  hand  was  so  badly  shattered  that  the  surgeon  was  obliged 
to  amputate  it,  and  he  is  now  doing  well. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  call  your  attention  to  the  zeal  which  Acting 
Ensign  William  H.  Winslow  exhibited  throughout  the  expedition  and 
the  admirable  behavior  of  the  men  under  him,  and  also  of  Henry  West, 
a  refugee,  who  volunteered  his  services  as  their  pilot. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  list  of  officers  and  men  who  are  entitled  to 
share  in  the  prize  money. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admired  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Walker, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto ,  regarding  the  cruising 
ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  September  3, 1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for  sea  you 
will  proceed  to  execute  the  verbal  instructions  I  have  given  you,  after 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  cruise  on  the  parallel  of  29°  30'  north  lati¬ 
tude,  between  the  meridians  of  86°  and  88°  west  longitude.  These 
limits  are  not  to  be  considered  as  altogether  rigid,  and  you  can,  at  your 
discretion,  extend  them  to  the  northward,  eastward,  or  westward;  but 
as  the  San  Jacinto  will  be  ordered  to  cruise  on  the  parallel  of  29° 
between  the  meridians  of  85°  30'  and  87°  30'  and  the  Huntsville  on  the 
parallel  of  28°  30'  between  the  meridians  of  85°  and  87°  you  will  see 
that  any  great  departure  to  the  southward  of  the  line  indicated  will 
defeat  the  general  plan  for  intercepting  any  vessels  bound  in  or  out  of 
Mobile,  besides  causing  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  coal  by  mutual 
chasing. 

You  will  return  to  this  port  when  in  want  either  of  coal  or  provisions. 
Respectfully, 

,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Kastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  Wm.  M.  Walker,  LJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  De  Soto. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Owens, 
U.  S.  Navy  comm  anding  U.  S.  S.  Clyde,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
Last  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  September  f  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  all  practicable  dispatch  with  the  U.  S.  S  Clyde 
under  your  command,  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiial  Bailey  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading*  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  A.  A.  Owens, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Clyde,  Washington. 
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Jf'^fLiexOe^nt  Baxter ,  TJ.  S.  N<my,  command- 
Creek '  ^  1  ®  th*  Sea>  re9ardtnV  an  expedition  to  Peace 


U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Charlotte  Harbor ,  September  5 ,  1863. 

A,.^t  20MpeSe™erg^tiOD  °f  y°“  “der  date  of 

the  h°n°-r  tj?  reP°it  t.°  you  that  on  the  morning-  of  the 
f  UN  In&  received  reliable  information  that  there  was  a  band 

!tS^P°r  regulators  as  they  style  themselves,  organizing  in  the 
\icimty  ot  I  eace  Creek,  with  the  intention  of  coming  down  this  harbor 

Sd  ilsoPtUb?Te  pPtrnTg  the  r6f  Uge6S  011  the  islaads  in  this  vicinity 

mso  the  sloop  Rosalie ,  1  sent  an  expedition,  consisting  of  the  launch 

and  first  cutter  armed  and  manned  with  21  men  in  charge  of  Acting 

Ensign  TV illiam  H.  Winslow  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  A. 

Edgcomb,  accompanied  by  Henry  West,  a  refugee,  acting  as  pilot,  all 

volunteers,  with  orders  to  Mr.  Winslow  to  proceed  witl  caution  up 

S  10  inilfs,aad  capture  or  destroy  all  boats  and  contraband 
goods  that  he  may  fall  in  with,  and  also  to  burn  at  that  point  a  dwell¬ 
ing  house  and  storehouse  owned  by  the  notorious  rebel  and  blockade 
runner  Johnson,  who  is  now  absent  at  Nassau,  New  Providence  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  vessel  to  run  the  blockade.  My  reason 
for  destroying  these  buildings  is  that  they  were  used  as  a  depot  for 
blockade  runners  and  a  rendezvous  for  guerrillas  to  protect  them. 

Un  the  od  instant,  at  10  p.  m.,  Acting  Ensign  William  H.  Winslow 
returned  on  board  from  the  expedition  up  Peace  Creek,  without  meet- 
mg  any  casualties,  having  burned  Johnson’s  buildings  and  destroved 
four  boats  that  were  known  to  be  up  that  creek. 

I  think  this  expedition  will  have  a  tendency  to  break  up  the  block¬ 
ade  running  and  stop  the  regulators  from  coming  down  here  to  molest 
the  refugees  m  this  vicinity. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  call  your  attention  to  the  untiring  zeal  which 
Acting  Ensign  William  H.  Winslow,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  A. 
Edgcomb,  Henry  TV est,  the  pilot,  and  George  B.  Carey,  yeoman,  exhib¬ 
ited,  and  the  admirable  behavior  of  all  the  men  througout  the  entire 
expedition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  I-  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  I  olunteer  Lieutenant ,  U  S.  Navy ,  Commanding, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Hlockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Handy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Dale,  regarding  a  chanr/e 
of  flagship. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  September  5,  1863. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  hoist  my  flag  on  board  the  Dalle  when 
the  San  Jacinto  hauls  it  clown  at  12  m.  to-day.  You  will  also  receive 
on  board  my  barge  and  her  crew,  for  rations  only,  as  their  accounts 
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will  remain  on  the  books  of  the  San  Jacinto.  The  signal  for  my  boat 
to  come  on  shore  will  be  the  first  repeater. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  .Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  Robt.  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Ordnance  Ship  Dale. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Chandler ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San 

Jacinto ,  designating  the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  September  5,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  vessel  under  your  command, 
and  without  unnecessary  delay  cruise  on  the  parallel  of  29°  north 
latitude,  between  the  meridians  of  85°  30'  and  87°  30'  west  longitude. 
These  limits  are  not  to  be  considered  as  altogether  rigid,  and  you  can 
at  your  discretion  extend  them  to  the  eastward  or  westward;  but  as  the 
De  Soto  is  ordered  to  cruise  on  the  parallel  of  29°  30'  between  the 
meridians  of  86°  and  88°,  and  the  Huntsville  on  the  parallel  of  28°  30' 
between  the  meridians  of  85°  and  87°,  you  will  see  that  anj7  great 
departure  to  the  northward  or  southward  of  the  line  indicated  will 
defeat  the  general  plan  for  intercepting  an}7  vessels  bound  in  or  out 
of  Mobile,  besides  causing  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  coal  bv 
mutual  chasing.  You  will  return  to  this  port  by  the  22d  instant. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Ralph  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding -  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  sani¬ 
tary  conditions  at  Key  West. 

No.  286.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  September  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Understanding  from  the  public  prints  and  from  private  corre¬ 
spondence  that  a  general  impression  prevails  at  the  North,  probably 
based  upon  the  sad  condition  of  the  steamer  Alabama ,  to  the  effect  that 
the  yellow  fever  has  been  epidemic  at  this  place,  I  deem  it  a  duty,  as 
well  as  a  pleasure,  to  state  to  the  Department  that,  so  far  from'  this 
being  the  case,  not  a  single  instance  of  yellow  fever,  or  of  anything 
approaching  to  it,  has  made  its  appearance,  either  in  the  town  or  har- 
bor,  during  the  entire  season,  and  the  health  of  the  place  is,  in  every 
respect,  remarkably  good. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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S92*£J£*  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  R  S.  Nam,  regarding  the 
.fitting  Of  the  prize  steamer  Nita  for  service  under  his  command. 

No.  290.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

q  T  Bey  West,  September  10.  1863. 

arvTd  I  hJ^f  ,|eP°i;t  ,thai  in  conforn!ity  with  your  letter  of  Janu- 
ai}  00,1  have  taken  into  the  service  the  prize  steamer  Nita  and  I 

herewith  transmit  the  appraisement,  made  under  authority  of  the 

lml'l'  Wlth  the  ?p01‘f  °{  a.  survey  on  her  machinery.  Her 

1,  .  pars,  etc.  are  sound,  and  she  is  well  adapted  to  the  service  in 
these  waters  I  propose  to  tit  her  out  for  this  squadron,  and  1  would 
lequest  that  she  be  placed  on  the  Navy  list  as  a  regular  cruiser.  The 

se^toSe  SpartCnt  arein0lUded  1  already 

Respectfully, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Oomdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


°  W;?j  f  ^  n  Bear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  .Master 
\  ittcomb,  U.  S  Navy,  commending  Quarter  Gunner  Walton  for 
the  attempted  destruction  of  steamer  Spray  in  St.  Marks  River 
September  11,  1863.  ’ 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Bey  West,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  *  of  September  12,  reporting  the  two  attempts  of 
quarter  Gunner  Edmund  Walton  to  get  up  the  St.  Marks  River  for  the 
purpose  or  destroying  the  steamer  Spray,  has  been  received.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  so  bold  and  hazardous  an  attempt  had  not  met  with  the 
success  that  often  attends  audacity  in  warlike  enterprises;  but  the 
capture  of  two  rebel  sailors  and  bringing  them  down  to  the  vessel  as 
prisoners  entitles  Quarter  Gunner  Walton  to  commendation,  and  vou 
will  read  this  letter  to  your  officers  and  crew  at  general  muster 
Respectfully, 

.  ,  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Chas.  L.  Willcomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Stars  and  Stripes. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  Acting  blaster  Willcomb 

U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

September '  10, 1863. —At  7  p.  hi.  called  away  the  first  cutter  manned 
and  armed  m  charge  of  Executive  Officer  L.  W.  Hill,  with  paymaster, 

Fu  ch  Ti/r  i  ”R.n  (scou^)?  and  10  men,  to  go  on  a  reconnoissance  up 
the  fet.  Marks  River.  1 

September  11. — At  12:30  a.  m.  saw  Coston  signals  and  burned 
answer;  at  1  the  first  cutter  returned;  at  1:50  saw  Coston  signal,  sent 


*Not  found. 
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first  cutter;  at  3  first  cutter  returned;  at  3  sent  up  a  rocket;  at  3:40 
Edmund  W.  Walton  (quarter  gunner)  returned,  haying  captured  a 
small  boat  and  two  men.  Put  them  under  sentry’s  charge. 


Capture  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Alabama ,  September  12,  1863. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TT.  S.  S.  Kanawha. 

U.  S.  S.  Kanawha, 

Ship  Island ,  September  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  from  early  daylight 
a  strange  nondescript  steamer  was  seen  at  anchor  off  the  Chandeleur 
[Islands].  There  was  not  a  thing  under  my  command  here  to  pursue 
it.  At  4  p.  m.,  12th,  a  United  states  steam  bark  was  seen  chasing 
another  fine  steamer  toward  the  same  light-house.  Now,  the  first 
(nondescript)  steamer  got  underway  and  stood  for  Horn  Island  Pass, 
and,  though  somewhat  pressed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee ,  was  able  to 
enter  this  sound.  She  met  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun  near  Round 
Island,  and  I  learned  from  a  refugee  from  Biloxi  was  burned  up.  This 
was  the  Confederate  blockade  violator  Fox. 

The  Tennessee ,  after  the  Fox  entered  the  sound,  headed  off  the  other 
steamer,  which  took  refuge  and  escaped  from  both  her  and  the  San 
Jacinto  by  running  into  the  shoal  water  behind  the  Chandeleurs. 
From  my  lookout  at  the  masthead  of  this  ship  1  was  witness  to  this 
chase  and  the  escape.  I  immediately  dispatched  the  Eugenie ,  armed 
steamer,  under  Acting  Ensign  N.  M.  Dyer,  having  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Charles  H.  Greene  on  board  as  probable  prize  master. 
The  Eugenie  came  up  on  west  side  of  the  Chandeleurs,  in  less  than  7 
feet  water,  and  possessed  as  prize  the  Confederate  steamer  Alabama , 
from  Havana  for  Mobile,  cargo  assorted.  The  Tennessee ,  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  Wiggin,  sent  boats  also  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Greene.  This  vessel  was  now  in  possession  of  the  Eugenie 
and  Tennessee,  having  escaped  from  the  San  Jacinto ,  then  at  anchor  near 
to  the  Chandeleur  light-house.  The  route  of  the  Eugenie  and  prize  to 
this  place  lay  near  to  the  San  Jacinto .  Lieutenant-Commander  Ralph 
Chandler  ordered  Lieutenant-Commander  Greene  to  yield  the  prize 
to  him,  and  he,  without  communicating  with  this  established  naval 
station,  although  only  11  miles  off,  stood  away  for  Key  West. 

As  the  Alabama  had  escaped  the  San  Jacinto,  and  her  deditio  beino- 
to  two  vessels  of  this  squadron,  I  sent  the  Tennessee ,  and  recalled  the 
ban  Jacinto  and  Alabama  to  this  port.  I  have  taken  charge  of  the 
Alabama ,  sent  her,  with  proper  crew,  to  the  nearest  prize  court  to 
wit,  New  Orleans,  and  this  paper  will  be  mailed  by  Prize  Master  N  ?M 
Dyer  in  New  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  Mayo, 

TT  „  Lieutenant- Commanded'. 

Hon.  Gideon  W7elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo,  U.  S.  Navy,  naming  the  vessels  to  share 

in  the  prize. 

U.  S.  S.  Kanawha, 

Ship  Island ,  September  IS ,  1863. 

Sir:  The  vessels  entitled  to  share  in  the  capture  of  the  Alabama  are 
the  San  Jacinto ,  Tennessee ,  and  Eugenie. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  Mayo, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

regarding  the  capture. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  29°  1,5'  N,  Lang.  88°  15'  W,  September  If  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concerning 
the  capture  of  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama: 

On  the  11th  instant,  at  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  latitude  29°  02'  N.,  longi¬ 
tude  87°  32'  W.,  the  masthead  lookout  reported  black  smoke,  bearing 
about  south.  I  steered  for  it  under  full  steam,  and  soon  discovered 
that  the  smoke  originated  from  a  steamer,  and  that  the  steamer  was 
steering  to  the  northward.  As  soon  as  she  discovered  the  San  Jacinto 
she  kept  away  to  the  westward,  and  the  chase  was  continued  until  7 
p.  m.,  when  it  became  too  dark  to  see  her.  1  felt  confident  that  the 
steamer  was  a  blockade  runner  and  that  she  was  bound  to  Mobile,  and 
accordingly  shaped  such  courses  during  the  night  as,  in  my  opinion, 
would  intercept  her.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  she  was  dis¬ 
covered  from  aloft,  bearing  N.  N.  W.,  and  I  immediately  steered  for 
her,  going  at  full  speed.  The  San  Jacinto  gained  on  the  chase  fast 
during  the  day,  until  we  were  up  with  the  light  on  the  north  point  of 
the  Chandeleur  Islands,  when  I  deemed  it  unsafe  to  chase  farther  with 
the  ship,  but  came  to  anchor  with  the  light-house  bearing  east,  about 
2  miles  distant,  and  dispatched  the  first  cutter  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  N.  Quackenbush  to  continue  the  chase.  In 
the  meantime  the  Tennessee ,  which  was  in  sight,  kept  away  and  stood 
to  the  southward,  close  inshore  on  the  east  side  of  the  Chandeleur 
Islands,  and  the  Eugenie ,  which  came  from  Ship  Island,  passed  bjq 
heading  for  the  strange  steamer.  At  6  p.  m.  the  strange  sail,  that 
afterwards  proved  to  be  the  unarmed  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  ran  on 
shore  in  plain  sight  of  this  ship,  in  about  latitude  29°  56'  N.,  longi¬ 
tude  88°  52'  W.,  on  one  of  the  shoals  on  the  inside  of  the  Chandeleur 
Islands,  and  was  taken  possession  of  b}r  the  steamer  Eugenie  before 
the  first  cutter  of  this  ship  reached  her.  The  vessels  in  sight,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize,  were  the  San  Jacinto ,  the 
Tennessee,  and  the  Eugenie. 

I  took  possession  of  her  as  soon  as  she  was  brought  to  where  this 
ship  was  at  anchor,  and  subsequently  delivered  her  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  of  the  gunboat  Kanawha,  who  claimed  a 
prior  right.  All  the  papers  are  in  his  possession,  and  it  is  therefore 
impossible  for  me  to  state  the  size,  cargo,  etc.,  of  the  Alabama.  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  while  in  chase  of  the  Alabama ,  passed 
another  steamer  burning  black,  smoke,  which  I  was  afterwards 
informed  was  the  Fox ,  another  blockade  runner,  and  as  soon  as  it  was 
dark  saw  a  bright  light  bearing  about  N.  N.  E.,  and  believe  it  to  have 
been  the  Fox  on  fire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Walker ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  if.  S.  S.  L)e  Soto , 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Montgomery. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  September!'  13 ,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  to  inform  you  that  this  day,  in  latitude  28°  32'  longi¬ 
tude  87°  12',  I  seized  for  attempted  violation  of  the  blockade  procla¬ 
mation,  and  instituted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
steamer  Montgomery ,  Richard  Roach,  master,  who  represents  that  the 
steamer  sailed  under  British  colors,  is  from  Havana  with  an  assorted 
cargo,  and  was  bound  to  Mobile. 

On  demanding  the  papers  of  the  Montgomery ,  her  master  declared 
that  he  had  no  papers.  I  have  accordingly  ordered  her  to  New  Orleans 
for  adjudication. 

The  chase  to-day  was  continued  nine  hours  under  both  steam  and 
sail.  Three  months  ago  we  should  have  concluded  it  in  one-fourth  of 
the  time,  but  now  the  crippled  condition  of  the  ship  soon  becomes 
apparent  to  the  enemy,  and  thus  hope  sustains  to  the  last  the  effort  to 
escape  us.  The  whole  tribe  of  blockade  runners  has  been  watching 
this  ship — they  tell  me  so — and  are  as  well  informed  as  I  am  in  regard 
to  the  tinkering  upon  her  at  Key  West  and  the  general  inefficiency  of 
her  boilers. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

.  .  .  Captain ,  if.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Chandler ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
if.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  regarding  the  part  taken  by  that  vessel  in  the 
chase  of  the  blockade  runner  Fox. 


U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  September  If  1863. 

.  Sir;  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  the  San  Jacinto  performed 
m  the  chase  after  the  blockade  runner  Fox.  I  learn  from  reliable 
authority  that  she  left  Havana  for  Mobile  on  Sunday,  the  8th  instant. 
On  the  evening  of  the  11th  at  6:30,  while  in  chase  of  the  Alabama  a 
steamer  was  reported  bearing  N.  Mb,  and  her  funnel  and  portions  of 
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her  upper  works  were  in  sight  from  aloft.  She  was  making  black 
an<  ^om  the  direction  it  trailed  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  vessel  was  steering  about  S.  E.  As  soon  as  the  chase  after 
the  Alabama  was  discontinued  for  the  night  I  determined  to  steer  such 
a  course  as  in  my  judgment  would  during  the  first  part  of  the  night 
intercept  the  steamer  bearing  N.  W.,  and  if  unsuccessful  in  that 
to  endeavor  to  have  the  Alabama  in  sight  in  the  morning.  The  shin  was 
accordingly  steered  E.  N.  E.  £  E.,  and  not  meeting  with  anything,  at 
midnight  the  course  was  changed  to  N.  W.  £  W.  I  had  no  apprehen¬ 
sions  of  the  Alabama’s  trying  to  get  into  Mobile  that  night,  as  she  was 
too  tar  oft,  and  my  idea  was  that  she  would  steam  slow  up  to  within 
easy  distance  and  remain  until  the  next  night  to  run  the  blockade. 
Un  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  Alabama  was  in  sight,  and  during  the 
chase,  winch  I  reported  in  my  communication  to  vou,  at  2  p.  m.  on 
the  12th,  the  same  steamer  that  I  had  endeavored  to  cut  off  the  nio-ht 
before  hove  in  sight,  steering  toward  Horn  Island. 

The  San  Jacinto’s  course  was  so  directed  that  neither  steamer  could 
escape  to  the  eastward  of  the  Chandeleur  Islands,  and  at  2  jj.  m.  the 
Tennessee  hove  in  sight  to  the  nothwarcl  of  us,  thus  rendering  it  impos¬ 
sible  for  the  smaller  steamer,  which  I  was  afterwards  informed  was  the 
Tox,  to  escape.  I  therefore  directed  all  my  energies  to  the  capture  of 
the  Alabama .  The  commanding*  officer  of  the  Tennessee  informed  me 
Oil  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant  that  the  steamer  running  for  Horn 
Island  was  the  Fox y  and  that  he  knew  her  well;  that  he  ran  as  near  the 
reef  as  he  dared  to  go  in  chase  of  her,  and  that  she  had  got  through 
the  passage  to  the  eastward  of  Horn  Island,  where  the  gunboat 
Calhoun  and  another  one  had  pressed  her  so  hard  that  she  was  run  on 
shore  by  her  own  people  and  fired.  I  am  confident  that  the  steamer  seen 
by  rue  on  the  11th  at  6:30  p.  m.  was  the  same  one  that  ran  into  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Sound  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  dark 
a  bright  light  as  of  a  vessel  burning  was  distinctly  in  sight  from  the 
deck  of  this  ship,  bearing  from  our  anchorage  about  N.  N.  E.  I  also 
feel  confident  that  the  San  Jacinto  was  the  cause  of  the  steamer’s  run¬ 
ning  into  Mississippi  Sound,  and  consequently  of  her  being  chased  by 
our  gunboats  and  subsequently  burned. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  San  Jacinto. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Golf  Blockading  Squadron , 

September  15,  1863. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Class  and  station. 

Adela . 

Steamer.  Returning  from  St.  An¬ 
drew’s. 

Schooner.  Jupiter  Inlet. 

Ship.  Ordnance  storeship,  Key  West. 
Steamer.  Latitude  29°  30',  between 
longitude  86°  and  88°. 

Schooner.  Guard  schooner,  Key  West. 
Ferryboat.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Beauregard . 

Dale . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy  .. 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McCllntoek . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  September  15,  1863- 

Continued. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Huntsville . 

Jas.  L.  Davis . 

Marigold . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees _ 

Port  Royal . 

Pursuit . 

Actg.  Yol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall 

Restless . 

Roebuck' . 

Sagamore . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Sunflower  . . .! . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  W.  Morris _ 

Clyde . 

Annie . 

Ariel . 

Carmita . 

Fox . 

Julia . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  L.  Coggeshall 

Rosalie . 

Sea  Bird . 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters . 

Class  and  station. 


Steamer.  Latitude  28°  30',  between 
longitude  85°  and  87°. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 

Sound. 

Steam  tug.  Latitude  25°,  between 
longitude  83°  and  87°. 

Gunboat.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 

Sound. 

Bark.  Indian  River. 

Bark.  From  latitude  26°  and  longi¬ 
tude  83°  to  latitude  28°  and  longitude 
85°. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Gunboat.  Tampa  Bay. 

Steamer.  Latitude  29°,  between  longi¬ 
tude  85°  30'  and  87°  30'. 

Ferryboat.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 

Sound. 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Latitude  25°  30',  between 
longitude  83°  and  87°. 

Gunboat.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Hospital  ship  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Coaling  at  Key  West  to 
cruise  between  Tortugas  and  Cam¬ 
peche  Banks. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry, 
Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
From  Indian  Key  to  Bahia  Honda. 

Lighter.  Attached  to  storehouse,  Key 
West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto;  be¬ 
tween  Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie;  inside 
guard  vessel,  Key  West. 

Sloop.  Tender  to’  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Latitude  27°  between  longitude  84° 
and  86°. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Sagamore, 
Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto;  be¬ 
tween  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar  Keys. 


Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadr 


on. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Voorhees,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  ,S\  3.  Marigold ,  to  proceed  in 
search  of  the  steamer  James  Battle. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  September  16,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  fill  up  with  coal  with  all 
possible  dispatch  and  proceed  to  Tampa  Bay,  and  (if  necessary)  thence 
to  Cedar  Keys. 

The  object  of  your  expedition  is  to  learn  what  has  become  of  the 
prize  steamer  James  Battle  (which  vessel  was  sent  up  the  coast  on  the 
24th  of  August  in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes)  and  to 
rendei  hei  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  your  power,  in  case  she  needs 
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anT-  °n  comP^eting  this  duty  you  will  return  to  this  place  and 
report  to  me.  * 

Respectfully, 

T  Bailfy 

A.ctg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Acting-  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steam  Tug  Marigold. 


Rtpo)  tot  Lieutenant-'  Commander  Chandler ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  A.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Lizzie 

Dams. 

.  „  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea ,  lot.  <2 If  21'  IT.,  long.  83°  If'  W.,  September  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
(yesterday),  in  latitude  25°  58'  N.,  longitude  86°  11'  W.,  the  steamer 
Lizzie  Davis,  rebel  blockade  runner,  was  captured  by  this  ship  after 
a  chase  of  two  hours.  She  was  bound  from  Havana  to  Mobile,  and 
left  Havana  on  Sunday,  the  13th.  She  is  loaded  with  lead  and  other 
articles  for  the  rebel  authorities,  and  has  no  papers  of  any  kind,  but 
had  a  rebel  flag  on  board.  No  other  vessel  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of 
her  capture.  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  list  of  those  entitled 
to  share  in  the  prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieut.  Commando)',  U.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  XI.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore , 
regarding  blockade  duty. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  September  21,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Adela  you  will  transfer  to  me  the  tender 
(schooner)  Stonewall,  with  everybody  belonging  to  her;  and  after 
communicating  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Stodder  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  necessary  for  the  due  performance  of  the  blockading  duty  at 
Tampa  Bay,  you  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to 
the  East  Pass  of  St.  George’s  Sound,  and  relieve  the  steamer  Somerset 
at  that  point. 

The  Somerset  will  be  ordered  to  relieve  the  Port  Royal  at  the  West 
Pass. 


Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Sagamore. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  steamers  Tioga  and  Port  Royal. 

Navy  Department,  September  22,  1863. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Tioga  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  }mu  as  the 
relief  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Port  Royal ,  which  latter  vessel  you  will  direct, 
on  being  relieved,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore 
H.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the 
Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Theo.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Reports  of  Captain  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  hy  that 
vessel  of  the  steamer  Leviathan. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

South  West  Pass,  September  22,  1863. 

Sir:  We  ran  into  the  South  West  Pass  this  morning  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  officers  and  men  who  had  been  placed  in  charge  of  prizes 
ordered  to  New  Orleans. 

Before  crossing  the  bar  we  received  information  that  a  few  hours 
previously  a  steamer  had  been  boarded  by  a  band  of  rebels  and  carried 
out  of  the  river. 

We  immediately  stood  to  sea,  and  as  we  had  just  run  in  from  the 
eastward  without  seeing  her,  it  was  fair  to  presume  that  she  had  run 
off  to  the  southward,  and  we  shaped  our  course  accordingly. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  made  a  sail  from  the  masthead,  and  after 
a  run  of  about  35  miles  we  captured  the  Leviathan. 

The  Leviathan  is  a  new  and  very  fast  screw  steamer,  amply  supplied 
with  coal  and  provisions  for  a  cruise,  and  has  a  picked  crew. 

I  feel  great  satisfaction  in  announcing  this  success,  for  when  the 
Boston,  a  very  much  inferior  vessel,  was  carried  off  some  months  ago  by 
a  similar  enterprise  we  soon  fell  upon  her  track,  and  thus  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  witnessing  the  desolation  she  had  spread  in  her  path,  black¬ 
ening  the  seas  in  her  wake  with  the  charred  memorials  of  many  fine 
ships. 

I  shall  send,  the  Leviathan  with  her  desperate  band  to  New  Orleans. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[Report  of  like  tenor  dated  September  23,  1863,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron.] 
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U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

September  2 6 ,  1863. 

,  Sm:  Herewith  I  enclose  copies  of  the  papers  found  in  possession  of 
the  othcers  or  th e,  Leviathan,  the  originals  being  retained  by  the 
authorities  at  New  Orleans. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

tT  0  Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

rlon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  I).  0 . 


[Enclosures.] 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Richmond,  August  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  T  ou  are  hereby  informed  that  the  President  has  appointed  you 
an  acting  master  (without  pay)  in  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States. 
lou  are  requested  to  signify  your  acceptance  or  nonacceptance  of 
this  appointment,  and  should  you  accept,  you  will  sign  before  a  mag¬ 
istrate  the  oath  of  office  herewith  and  forward  the  same,  with  your 
letter  of  acceptance,  to  this  Department,  reporting  at  the  same  time 
your  residence,  when  appointed,  and  the  State  in  which  you  were  born. 

Registered.  No. - . 

The  lowest  number  takes  rank. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  David  Nichols,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Care  of  Messrs.  Stoekard ,  Rupert  cfc  Co. ,  Mobile ,  Ala. 


Registered. 

J as.  S.  James, 
Register ,  etc. 


[Endorsement.] 

D. 

T.  B.  T. 

U.  S.  Prize  Commissioner’s  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  September  26,  1863. 

A  correct  copy  of  the  commission  of  David  Nichols,  C.  S.  Navy, 
found  on  board  of  the  Leviathan. 


T.  B.  Thorpe, 

Special  Prize  Commissioner. 


Naval  Commandant’s  Office, 

Mobile ,  Ala.,  August  19,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  in  the  cutter  Teaser  and  cruise  between 
this  port  and  the  Mississippi  River  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  or 
capturing  any  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  or  boats  you  may  fall  in  with. 
Should  you  succeed  in  making  any  captures  you  will  convey  them  to  a 
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safe  port,  and  on  your  arrival  you  will  make  a  full  report  to  me  of 
your  cruise. 

Wishing  you  all  success  in  your  enterprise, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank’n  Buchanan, 

Admiral ,  etc. 

David  Nichols, 

Master ,  G.  S.  Navy,  Mobile ,  Ala. 

Endorsed: 

J.  M.  Spencer, 

( Commanding  Officer  C.  S.  Steamer  Baltic. 


C.,  T.  B.  T.  U.  S.  Prize  Commissioner’s  Office, 

New  Orleans ,  September  26,  1863. 

A  correct  copy  of  David  Nichols’  (master,  of  C.  S.  Navy)  sailing 
orders  found  on  board  of  the  Leviathan. 

T.  B.  Thorpe, 

Special  Prize  Com?nissione>\ 


Shipping  articles  for  the  naval  service  for  persons  to  serve  not  exceeding  the  existing  tear. 

We,  the  subscribers,  seamen  and  others,  do,  and  each  of  us  does, 
hereby  agree  to  and  with  Franklin  Buchanan,  of  the  Confederate 
States  Navy,  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say: 

In  the  first  place  we  do  hereby  agree,  for  the  considerations  herein¬ 
after  mentioned,  to  enter  the  service  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  in  due  and  seasonable  time  repair  on  board  such  vessel  of 
the  Navy  as  we  may  be  ordered  to  join,  and  during  the  term  of  the 
existing  war  with  the  United  States,  and  until  the  return  to  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  of  the  vessel  in  which  we  may  be  serving  on  a  foreign 
station  at  the  expiration  of  said  war,  provided  by  and  upon  the 
conditions  of  the.  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  2,  1837,  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for  naval  service  and 
to  extend,  the  term  of  the  enlistment  of  seamen,”  and  February  20, 
1845,  entitled  “An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ‘An  act  to  provide  for 
the  enlistment  of  boys  for  the  naval  service  and  to  extend  the  term  of 
the  enlistment  of  seamen,’”  and  adopted  by  an  act  entitled  “An  act 
to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,” 
approved  March  16,  1861,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  proper  author¬ 
ity,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  and  ability,  respectively,  to  discharge 
our  several  duties,  and  in  everything  to  be  conformable  and  obedient 
to  the  several  requirings  and  lawful  commands  of  the  officers  who  may 
fiom  time  to  time  be  placed  near  us. 

Secondly.— We  do  also  oblige  and  subject  ourselves  to  serve  during 
the  term  aforesaid,  and  we  do  severally  oblige  ourselves  during  such 
service  to  comply  with  and  be  subject  to  such  laws,  regulations,  and 
discipline  of  the  Navy  as  are  or  that  may  be  established  by  the  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  Confederate  States  or  other  competent  authority. 

^  Thirdly.—  The  said  Franklin  Buchanan,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Confederate  States,  does  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the 
said  seamen  and  others  who  have  hereunto  signed  their  names,  that 
they  and  each  of  them  shall  be  paid  in  consideration  of  such  services 
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!!  w!,1U0Unt  per  m«nth  which  in  the  column  hereunto  annexed,  headed 
‘  gespei  month,  is  set  opposite  to  their  names,  respectively,  or 

S  thlnf  d-Ue  g  the  r^lllgS  which  ma7  from  time  to  time  be  assigned 
tn  nrhJ  duiln§  tiie  continuance  of  their  service  aforesaid,  and  likewise 
to  advance  to  each  and  every  of  them  at  entrance  due  security  for  the 

same,  being  first  given  the  amounts  set  opposite  their  respective  names 
in  the  columns  headed  “  Wages  advanced”  and  “ Bounty  plkV’The 
receipt  ot  all  which  they  do  hereby  severally  acknowledge. 


Report  of  Acting  Marten'  Owens ,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding  U  S.  S. 

Clyde ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Amaranth ,  of  Boston. 

U.  S.  S.  Clyde, 

Tortug as  Harbor,  September  %7,  1863. 

Sin.  W  hile  cruising  off  to  the  W.  S.  W.  of  Log'gerhead  light- 
f ie  masthead  lookout  reported  at  1  p.  m.  a  strange  sail  bearing 
b.  by  b.  and  steering  N.  W.  At  1:30  made  her  out  to  be  a 
schoonei  under  mainsail,  foresail,  and  jib.  At  1:45  she  set  the  flying 
pC  Vv  e  called  ail  hands  to  quarters  and  fired  a  shot  astern  of  'her 
winch  she  took  no  notice  of;  we  fired  another,  which  struck  one-fourth 
ot  a  mile  ahead  of  her;  as  soon  as  the  shot  struck  they  set  their  main¬ 
top  staysail  and  kept  on  their  course.  When  I  saw  this  1  immediately 
niccl  the  thud  at  her,  which  fell  10  yards  short,  when  thej^  immedi- 
ately  hove  to.  I  came  up  with  her  at  3  p.  m.  She  was  in  latitude,  at 
that  time,  24°  25'  N.,  longitude  83°  30' W.,  and  no  other  vessel  in 
sight,  Loggerhead  light-house  bearing  E.  N.  E.,  distant  30  miles. 
Sent  a  boat  alongside.  Upon  examination  of  the  papers  she  proved 
to  be  the  schooner  Amaranth,  of  Boston,  with  a  cargo  of  200  boxes  of 
sugar,  11,000  cigars,  and  4  cases  of  merchandise.  I  opened  her  hatches 
and  examined  the  character  of  the  cargo,  which  I  found  all  the  articles 
the  bills  of  lading  called  for.  The  only  thing  that  I  condemn  her  on 
is  her  cargo  and  not  heaving  to  when  fired  at.  I  took  her  in  tow  and 
brought  her  into  this  place,  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  send  her  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication.  In  looking  over  her  papers  I  found  some  of 
them  signed  by  two  captains,  which  looks  very  suspicious.  Not  hav¬ 
ing  anyone  acquainted  with  the  reef,  I  therefore  sent  my  pilot  on  board 
to  take  her  to  Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Owens, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  Steamer  Clyde. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Bast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West. 
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Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  October 

1,  1863. 


Name. 


Rank 


Class  and  station. 


Adela . 

Beauregard  . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . . 
Huntsville . 

Jas.  L.  Davis . 

Jas.  S.  Chambers. 

Marigold . 

Port  Royal . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

Roebuck  . 

Sagamore _ 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Wanderer . 

Clyde . . 

Honduras . 

Annie . 

Ariel . 


Carmita  . . . 

Fox . 

Julia . 

Rosalie .... 
Sea  Bird . . . 
Stonewall  . 
Two  Sisters 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  W.  M.  Walker . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  IT.  Morris . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  J.  O.  Barclay . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  F.  Crosman . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb . 

Actg.  Master  E.Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  W.  Morris _ 

Actg.  Master  A.  A.  Owens . 

Actg.  Master  A.  N.  Gould . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  S.  Williams . 

Actg.  Master  Sami.  Curtis . 


Actg.  Master  G.  Ashbury . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  L.Coggeshall. 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin . 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark . 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . 

Actg.  Master  C.  H.  Rockwell . 


Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Lat.  29°  30',  between  long. 
86°  and  88°. 

Guard  schooner.  Key  West. 

Ferryboat.  Cedar  Keys. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Lat.  28°  30',  between  long. 
85°  and  87°. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Key  West  Harbor. 

Gunboat.  Ordered  to  Key  West  for 
repairs. 

Bark.  Indian  River. 

Bark.  Gone  to  relieve  the  Roebuck. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Refitting  at  Key  West. 

Ferryboat.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Refitting  at  Key  West. 

Gunboat.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Hospital  vessel,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Between  Tortuga’s  and 
Campeche  Bay. 

Steamer.  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry, 
Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto,  be¬ 
tween  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Lighter.  Attached  to  storehouse, 
Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto,  be¬ 
tween  Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie;  guard 
vessel,  BocaChica. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto, lat. 
27°,  between  long.  84°  and  86°. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Sagamore,  Tam¬ 
pa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto,  be¬ 
tween  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar  Keys. 


Respectfully, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral , 


T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Rockwell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
tender  Two  Sisters ,  regarding  expeditions  to  Bay  port,  Fla.,  in  search 
of  a  steamer. 

U.  S.  Tender  Two  Sisters, 

Key  West,  September  — ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report.  Having 
received  information  on  the  5th  instant,  while  lying  in  Cedar  Keys,  of 
the  presence  of  a  steamer  in  Bayport,  I  immediately  proceeded  to 
cruise  olf  that  place,  arriving  there  on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  On 
the  7th  saw  two  sails  inshore,  and  on  standing  for  them,  found  them 
to  be  two  boats  from  the  Fort  Henry  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
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Mate  Hancock,  who  had  been  sent  down  the  coast  to  watch  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  steamer  inshore.  I  took  the  boats  in  tow,  and  the  next 
morning',  taking'  advantage  of  a  flood  tide,  stood  inshore  to  endeavor 
to  discover  the  main  channel  through  St.  Martin’s  Reef.  Having 
arrived  within  about  4  miles  of  Bayport,  I  anchored,  having  barely 
sufficient  water  to  float  the  vessel.  \\  ith  the  aid  of  a  glass,  I  soon  dis¬ 
covered  the  steamer  lying  near  the  shore,  partly  covered  with  bushes. 
She  was  painted  lead  color,  had  side-wheels,  one  pipe  painted  white, 
one  mast  with  a  standing  gaff  upon  it,  and  her  after  end  was  covered 
with  a  rounding  top,  apparently  painted  yellow.  Being  unable  to  do 
anything  more  that  tide,  stood  offshore  to  a  sufficient  depth,  and 
feeling  assured  that  she  could  never  leave  the  harbor  in  the  night,  as 
soon  as  it  was  dark,  stood  for  Cedar  Keys  to  give  information  of  her 
whereabouts  to  Captain  McCauley  of  the  Fort  Henry.  I  weighed 
again  the  same  evening  to  return,  taking  the  Fort  Henry’s  armed 
launch  with  me.  At  daylight  saw  a  sail  offshore,  which  proved  to  be 
the  tender  Annie ,  Acting  Ensign  Williams  in  command,  and  Avhom  I 
detained  to  carry  any  information  that  I  could  procure  to  Cedar  Keys. 
Stood  inshore  with  both  vessels  until  within  10  miles  of  Bayport, 
when  the  wind  failing  I  took  the  Fort  Henry’s  launch  and  the  Two 
/Sisters’  boats,  and  went  inshore  to  within  4  miles  of  Bayport,  discov¬ 
ering  the  steamer  to  be  still  there,  but  the  weather  being  very  squally 
and  rainy  was  unable  to  accomplish  my  purpose  of  finding  the  channel, 
everything  being  obscured.  On  returning  on  board,  dispatched  the 
Annie  to  Cedar  Keys  with  the  information  that  the  steamer  was  still 
there.  On  the  12th,  the  weather  being  again  clear,  stood  in  toward 
Bayport,  taking  advantage  of  a  flood  tide,  and  when  within  3i  miles  of 
Bayport,  saw  the  reef  and  the  channel  stakes.  Anchored  near  the 
reef,  and  sent  an  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Mon¬ 
tague  to  sound  out  the  channel,  which  dut}^  he  performed  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner,  going  within  1  mile  of  the  battery.  As  the  boat  was 
returning,  the  rebel  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  battery,  when  I  threw  a 
shell  in  toward  it,  but  found  we  were  out  of  range.  The  tide  failing 
I  stood  out  again.  The  steamer  had  been  hauled  in  behind  the  island 
on  which  the  town  of  Bayport  stands  since  my  last  reconnoissance, 
and  was  still  further  disguised  with  bushes. 

On  returning  on  board  Mr.  Montague  reported  having  found  no 
less  than  6  feet  of  water  at  any  place,  and  the  channel  through  the 
reef  not  less  than  100  yards  wide.  I  blockaded  the  place  during  the 
next  day,  and  in  the  evening  stood  for  Cedar  Keys,  arriving  the  14th, 
and  finding  an  expedition  just  starting  for  Bayport,  consisting  of  the 
steamer  James  Battle ,  schooner  Annie ,  with  boats,  etc.  The  steamer 
immediately  took  the  Two  Sisters  in  tow,  and  1  went  on  board  the 
steamer  to  render  what  assistance  I  could.  We  arrived  off  Bayport 
the  next  day,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  destruction  of 
the  steamer,  and  a  large  warehouse  apparently  containing  cotton,  and 
of  participating  in  a  bloodless  victoxy,  won  from  the  fears  of  the 
enemy. 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Rockwell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Tpieodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Morris ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  S.  Port  Royal ,  regarding  the  destruction  of  salt  works  near 
St.  George's  Sound,  Florida. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 

St.  George's  Sound,  Fla. ,  October  3,  1863. 
Sir:  Having  received  information  that  there  were  some  salt  works 
2£  miles  hack  on  the  mainland  and  16  miles  by  water,  I  yesterday  dis¬ 
patched  Acting  Master  E.  Van  Slyck  in  the  launch  to  destroy  them. 
He  returned  to-day  without  casualties,  having  destroyed  6  boilers  and 
kettles,  2  large  vats,  and  all  the  utensils  for  making  salt. 

Ve^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  the  caqoture  of  the  British 
schooner  Director. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Charlotte  Llarbor,  October  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
30th  ultimo  I  captured  the  British  schooner  Director,  2xVo,  of  and  from 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  laden  with  20  small  bags  of  Bahama  salt  and 
1  barrel  rum,  manned  with  two  men,  viz,  Robert  Johnson  (captain) 
and  Thomas  Valentine  (colored  seaman),  while  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade  at  Punta  Rasa,  bound  for  Peace  Creek,  but  cleared  from 
Nassau  for  Key  West.  The  schooner  being  old  and  unseaworthy,  1  do 
not  deem  her  and  her  cargo  of  sufficient  value  to  authorize  me  to  send 
her  in  for  adjudication;  1  therefore  shall  destroy  her. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  account  of  her  capture:  September  the 
30th,  while  the  U.  S.  sloop  Rosalie  (tender  to  this  vessel),  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Master  Peter  F.  Coffin,  blockading  the  passage  which 
runs  into  this  harbor,  and  also  to  the  entrance  of  Sanibel  River,  they 
discovered  a  small  schooner  coming  out  of  Terraceia  Creek  and  making 
for  the  entrance  to  Sanibel  [Caloosa]  River.  Mr.  Coffin  immediately 
sent  his  boat  in  chase  and  captured  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  above- 
named  schooner,  and  brought  her  to  this  vessel,  agreeable  to  my  order. 
Her  crew,  Robert  Johnson  and  Thomas  Valentine,  I  will  send  to  Key 
W est  by  the  Union  for  your  disposal. 

^  This  Robert  Johnson  is  the  man  whose  buildings  I  burned  on  Peace 
Creek  the  2d  of  September  last,  they  being  a  rendezvous  for  guerillas. 

I  have  good  authority  in  saying  that  this  Johnson  is  an  old  blockade 
runner  and  a  notorious  villain.  He  has  been  captured  and  paroled 
twice,  once  at  Philadelphia  and  once  at  Key  West,  and  am  informed 
that  he  broke  his  parole  both  times.  I  am  also  informed  by  Captain 
Wade  S.  Rigby  and  Enoch  Daniels  (refugees  living  on  the  islands  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  harboi’)  that  this  Robert  Johnson  is  the  man  who 
captured  the  schooner  Laura  at  the  entrance  to  Sanibel  River  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1862.  The  Laura  was  from  Key  West,  with  the  mail  for  this 
squadron  and  stores  for  the  U,  S.  S.  Penguin 
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I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  send  Captain  Rigby  to  Ke3^  West  by 
the  Union  as  a  witness,  he  wishing  to  go  to  Key  West  to  purchase  a 
tew  articles  for  his  family.  With  your  permission  Captain  Rigby 
would  wish  to  return  to  this  harbor  by  the  first  opportunity  to  his 
family. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Newcomb ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tioga ,  regarding  the 
cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  October  5,  1863. 

Sir:_  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for  sea 
you  will  proceed  in  her  to  cruise  on  the  parallel  of  28°  30'  north  lati¬ 
tude,  between  the  meridians  of  85°  and  87°  west  longitude.  These 
limits  are  not  to  be  considered  as  altogether  rigid,  and  you  can  at 
your  discretion  extend  them  to  the  eastward  or  westward;  but,  as  the 
De  Soto  is  cruising  on  the  parallel  of  29°  30',  between  the  meridians  of 
86°  and  88°,  and  as  the  San  Jacinto  will  be  asssigned  to  the  parallel  of 
29°,  between  the  meridian  of  85°  30'  and  87°  30',  you  will  see  that 
any  great  departure  to  the  northward  of  the  line  indicated  would 
defeat  the  general  plan  for  intercepting  vessels  bound  in  and  out  of 
Mobile,  besides  causing  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  coal  by  mutual 
chasing.  You  will  return  to  this  port  when  in  want  of  coal/  Should 
you  take  any  prizes,  you  will  send  them  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudica¬ 
tion,  and  if  possible  take  means  to  recover  the  prize  master  and  crew 
before  returning  here. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  Id.  S.  Newcomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  G  unboat  Tioga. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  steamer  Nita. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  October  6,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Fort  Henry,  and  you  will 
return  to  this  place  by  the  earliest  opportunity  and  report  to  me  in 
person  for  the  command  of  the  steamer  Nita. 

Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Acting  Master  Robt.  B,  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Burgess ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S. 

schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  seizure  in  Key  West  Harbor  of 

the  sloop  Last  Trial. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  October  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  received  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Theodoras  Bailey  I  have  visited  and  searched  the  sloop  Last  Trial , 
lying  in  this  harbor,  and  find  her  loaded  with  26  sacks  of  salt  and 
without  papers  or  colors.  The  only  man  on  board  (Thomas  Merlin) 
represents  that  she  is  five  da}7s  out  from  Havana,  and  cleared  for 
Nassau,  New  Providence;  that  she  met  with  heavy  weather  to  the 
westward  of  this,  and  had  to  throw  overboard  a  portion  of  the  cargo, 
and  that  she  put  in  here  in  distress  and  that  she  intended  to  run  the 
blockade.  Her  captain  (George  Elliot)  had  already  left  the  vessel, 
but  was  arrested  by  the  provost- marshal,  by  order  from  Admiral 
Bailey.  Before  his  arrest  he  admitted  to  Mr.  Edward  Howe,  prize 
commissioner  of  this  place,  that  he  intended  to  run  the  blockade,  and 
it  was  on  this  information  that  she  was  visited  and  searched.  I  have 
seized  her  as  a  prize  of  war. 

The  following  United  States  vessels  were  within  signal  distance  and 
entitled  to  share  in  the  capture:  San  Jacinto ,  Dale ,  Huntsville, 
Tahoma ,  Tioga ,  Wanderer,  Eugenie,  Marigold,  and  Sunflower,  and 
tender  schooners  Sea  Bird  and  Fox. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Burgess, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

i  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  capture  will  scarcely  pay  the  costs. 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Fades,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  baric 
James  L.  Davis ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  cotton  picked  up  by  that 
vessel. 

U.  S.  Bark  J.  L.  Davis, 

St.  Joseph's  Bay,  Fla.,  October'  7,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  picking  up  a  lot  of  cotton  by  this  vessel  and  forwarded  to 
Key  West  by  the  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck. ' 

duly  23,  1863,  discovered  a  number  of  bales  of  cotton  drifting  about 
outside  of  this  harbor;  sent  boats  and  picked  it  up  and  landed  it  on 
St.  Joseph’s  Point;  saw  also  a  number  of  bales  that  had  drifted  on 
shore  along  the  coast,  both  north  and  south  of  this  place;  sent  a  party 
of  men  and  had  it  rolled  up  out  of  the  water,  and  as  soon  as  possible 
thereafter  sent  boats  and  had  it  brought  down  to  and  landed  on  St. 
J oseph  s  Point.  In  this  way  collected  64  bales,  which  I  forward  by  the 
Roebuck  to  Key  West;  also  two  packages  of  loose  cotton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Fales, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  W7elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


United  States  Ship  Dale. 
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[Endorsement.] 

This  cotton  is  undoubtedly  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  rebel  steamer 
Alabama ,  thrown  overboard  when  chased  by  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  in  July 
last. 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Morris,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Port  Royal, 
regarding  the  transfer  of  that  vessel  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  directed  your  vessel  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  As  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  heavy  battery  of  the  Port  Royal  is  of  more  importance 
than  great  speed  on  her  part  at  the  present  moment,  and  as  otherwise 
there  are  greater  facilities  at  Ship  Island  than  here  for  putting  your 
machinery  in  perfect  order,  }Tou  will  put  on  her  only  such  repairs  as 
are  necessary  to  take  her  to  New  Orleans,  and  you  will  proceed  there 
without  unnecessary  delav  and  report  to  Commodore  Bell  for  dut}r  in 
his  squadron. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Harrison -,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  tender  Ariel. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  October  10,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  steamer  Adela  and  attached 
to  the  San  Jacinto.  You  will  relieve  Acting  Master  Curtis  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  tender  Ariel,  and  will  follow  out  the  orders  he  has  received 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  H.  Harrison,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Morris,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Port  Royal, 
to  qrroceed  to  Cardenas ,  Cuba,  in  search  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  October  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Information  having  just  reached  me  that  the  rebel  privateer 
Alabama  was  off  Cardenas,  [Cuba],  on  the  8th  instant,  the  operation 
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of  your  orders  (of  October  9)  is  hereby  suspended  until  you  can  run 
off  that  port  and  communicate  with  our  consular  agent  there  to  learn 
the  facts  of  the  case.  Should  it  prove  true,  you  will  exercise  a  sound 
discretion  in  your  subsequent  movements,  according  to  the  circum¬ 
stances;  but  should  it  be  false,  or  should  the  Alabama  have  left  before 
your  arrival,  you  will  proceed  to  execute  the  orders  above  referred 
to,  leaving  a  report  for  me  at  Sand  Key  light-house  on  the  way. 

.Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Fates ,  TJ.  S.'  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  J.  L.  Davis ,  regarding 
the  disposition  of  cotton  captured  by  the  latter. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  October  If  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  October  7,  relative  to  captured  cotton,  has  been 
received.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  circumstances  (in  con¬ 
nection  with  my  General  Order  No.  2,  dated  January  1,  and  my  two 
special  orders  to  yourself,  dated  August  28  and  September  21)  it  has 
been  found  impossible  at  this  office  to  seize  upon  and  duly  appreciate 
the  precise  difficulty  that  has  presented  itself  to  your  mind,  unless  it 
be  a  doubt  whether  by  proceeding  as  in  a  case  of  salvage  you  might 
not  receive  a  larger  amount  of  money  than  if  treated  as  prize  of  war. 
If  this  is  the  cause  of  your  embarrassment,  I  would  refer  you  to  sec¬ 
tion  9  of  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  Navy,  approved 
July  17,  1862,  and.  lest  that  should  not  be  sufficiently  explicit,  I  would 
state  further  that  in  case  of  salvage  there  is  either  an  additional  delay 
(over  prize  cases)  of  a  year  and  a  day,  or  else  the  amount  divided  is 
only  one-eioffith  instead  of  one-half. 

Should  this  explanation  fail  to  cover  the  ground  of  your  doubts, 
perhaps  a  recapitulation  of  the  facts  and  regulations  may  reach  the 
desired  point. 

On  August  21  you  first  reported  the  circumstance  of  the  capture, 
and  on  the  28th  you  were  directed  to  send  the  cotton  here  for  adjudi¬ 
cation  as  prize,  with  the  usual  reports  and  crew  lists,  and  with  an 
officer  who  was  cognizant  of  the  facts.  This  required,  among  other 
things,  a  letter  to  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court,  con¬ 
taining  the  full  particulars  of  the  seizure,  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  containing  the  like  information,  and  a  letter  to  the  admiral 
commanding  the  squadron,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  the  capture; 
also  General  Order  No.  12,  of  the  Navy  Department,  dated  April  6, 
1863,  requires  that  the  prize  list  required  by  law  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Navy  Department  (viz,  one  to  the  Secretary  and  one  to  the  Fourth 
Auditor,  which  last  you  have  not  sent)  will  exhibit  not  only  the  name 
and  rank,  or  rating,  but  also  the  rate  of  annual  or  monthly  pay  of 
each  person  borne  on  the  list  at  the  time  of  the  capture  to  which  the 
list  refers. 
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At  that  time  information  had  been  received  at  this  office  which  ren¬ 
dered  it  certain  that  this  cotton  was  a  portion  of  that  thrown  over¬ 
board  from  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama  when  chased  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Cuyler ,  and  a  large  quantity  of  the  same  lot  had  already  been  con¬ 
demned  as  prize  in  this  court,  of  which  you  were  informed. 

On  September  21  you  were  directed  to  send  the  cotton  in  the 
Roebuck  to  this  place  and  to  comply  with  all  the  regulations,  laws, 
and  circulars  relating  to  prize  matters,  copies  of  which  have  been  duly 
furnished  to  you,  and  you  were  recommended  to  study  such  matters 
diligently  in  order  to  avoid  mistakes  and  consequent  delay. 

It  was  supposed  that  these  instructions  were  adapted  to  the  meanest 
capacity  and  that  no  misunderstanding  of  them  was  possible,  but  if 
the  matter  is  not  sufficiently  clear  to  you  now  the  case  would  appear 
hopeless.  As  this  is  not  the  first  instance  where  it  has  been  necessary 
to  call  your  attention  to  orders  and  circulars  duly  furnished  you,  and 
as  the  time  of  this  office  can  not  be  occupied  in  the  constant  reitera¬ 
tion  of  such  matters,  as  also  several  minor  omissions  or  inaccuracies 
on  your  part  have  been  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed,  you  are  hereby 
admonished  that  any  similar  case  hereafter  will  cause  your  being- 
deprived  of  your  command  and  returned  to  your  previous  subordinate 
position. 

Respectfully. 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  Fales,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Jas.  L.  Davis. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

October  15,  1863. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Class  and  station. 


Adela . 

Beauregard . 

Clyde . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea 
Honduras . 

Huntsville . 

James  L.  Davis _ 

James  S.  Chambers 

Marigold . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

Roebuck . 

Sagamore . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 
Sunflower . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Actg.  Master  A.  A.  Owens . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  W.M.  Walker . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Master  A.  N.  Gould . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  J.  O.  Barclay . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Wm.  Budd . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice. 


Steamer.  Tampa  Bay;  ordered  to 
East  Pass. 

Schooner.  Between  J upiter  Inlet  and 
Cape  Canaveral. 

Steamer.  Between  Tortugas  and 
Campeche  Banks. 

Ordnance  storeshipat  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Lat.  29°  30',  between  long. 
86°  and  88°. 

Schooner.  Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys;  ordered  to  Key 
West. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Carrying  supplies  to  squad¬ 
ron. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph's  Bay. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Harbor  tug,  Key  West. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Bark.  Key  West;  ordered  to  Indian 
River. 

Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound ;  ordered  to  Cedar  Keys. 

Steamer.  Lat.  29°,  between  long.  85° 
30'  and  87°  30'. 

Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Convoying  prizes  to  New  Or¬ 
leans. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  October  15,  1863 —  , 

Continued. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Tioga  . 

Wanderer . 

Ariel . 

Carmita . 

Fox . 

Julia . 

Actg.  Master  Mate  L.  Coggeshall . 

Rosalie . 

Sea  Bird . 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters . 

Class  and  station. 


Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Steamer.  Lat.  28°  30',  between  long. 
85°  and  87° 

Schooner.  Hospital  vessel,  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Fort  Henry;  off 
Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner.  'Tender  to  San  Jacinto- 
bet  ween  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tam; 
pa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Attached  to  storehouse; 
harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto; 
between  Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie;  guard  ves¬ 
sel,  Boca  Chica. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea; 
southward  of  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto; 
between  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar 
Keys. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Sagamore,  Tam¬ 
pa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto; 
between  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar 
Keys. 


Respectfully, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral , 


T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  steamer  Mail ,  October  15 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Gould,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TL  S.  S.  Honduras. 

U.  S.  S.  Honduras, 

At  Sea,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  Department  that  on  the  15th  instant,  at 
about  6:30  p.  m.,  in  latitude  27°  57'  N.,  longitude  83°  09'  W.,  1  cap¬ 
tured  the  steamer  Mail,  Captain  Gilpin,  under  British  colors,  from 
Bayport,  Fla.,  and  bound  to  Havana,  Cuba,  with  176  bales  of  cotton 
and  6  barrels  of  turpentine,  100  bales  being  long  staple,  the  remain¬ 
der  short.  Her  crew  consists  of  captain,  mate,  and  12  men.  Upon 
their  persons  and  baggage  were  found  about  $2,500,  about  $1,200 
in  specie,  the  remainder  in  Confederate  and  Southern  bank  notes. 
According  to  her  British  register  she  was  built  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
in  1860;  she  is  179  feet  in  length,  breadth  of  beam  18  feet,  depth 
of  hold  7  feet;  she  is  198  tons  (English  measure),  her  engine  is  85 
horse  power. 

The  chase  lasted  six  hours  and  was  very  exciting.  I  shall  send  her 
to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  At  the  time  of  the  capture  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Fox  was  within  signal  distance  and  is  entitled  to  share  in  the 
prize. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  ship  at  the 
time  of  the  capture. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  Gould, 

TT  _.  .  Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 
transmitting  reports  of  commanding  officers  of  tenders  from  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  November  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  reports  of  three  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  tenders  belonging-  to  this  ship  in  reference  to  the 
capture  of  the  steamer  Mail,  from  Bayport,  Fla.,  to  Havana,  with  a 
load  of  cotton. 

I  also  have  the  honor  to  send  a  prize  list  of  officers  and  men  borne 
on  the  books  of  this  ship  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  U.  8.  N,  Comdg.  U.  8.  8.  San  Jacinto. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Rockwell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  schooner  Two  Sisters. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Two  Sisters, 

Key  West ,  November - ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report:  At  3:20 
p.  m.  on  the  15th  of  October,  while  lying  at  anchor  under  Anclote 
Keys,  in  compan}T  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Sea  Bird ,  a  steamer  was 
reported  bearing  about  N.  N.  W.,  and  steering  apparently  S.  S.  W. 
At  3:35  I  weighed  and  stood  to  the  northward,  the  Sea  Bird  weighing 
at  the  same  time  and  standing  offshore.  Soon  after  the  U.  S.  S.  Hon¬ 
duras  appeared  in  sight,  chasing  the  steamer.  At  3:50  I  tacked  and 
stood  offshore,  the  steamer  gradually  nearing  me  and  apparently  try¬ 
ing  to  weather  the  Sea  Bird  and  this  vessel,  out  of  range.  At  4:20  I 
set  my  ensign  and  pennant  and  tired  a  percussion  shell  at  her,  but 
found  she  was  still  out  of  range.  The  firing,  however,  caused  him  to 
alter  his  course  more  to  windward.  At  5  p.  m.  the  tender  Fox 
appeared  in  sight  offshore,  and  perceiving  the  steamer,  tacked  to  cut 
her  off.  At  5:55  the  steamer  rounded  to  and  steered  for  the  Hon¬ 
duras.  At  6:15  the  Honduras  closed  with  the  steamer  and  took  pos¬ 
session  of  her,  she  proving  to  be  the  British  steamer  Mail ,  from  Bay- 
port,  bound  to  Havana.  At  the  time  of  the  capture,  within  no  more 
than  4  miles  distance  from  the  prize,  were  the  tenders  Fox ,  Two 
Sisters ,  and  Sea  Bird ,  all  entitled  to  share. 

Respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Rockwell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Ashbury,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  schooner  Fox. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Fox, 

Off  Bayport,  Fla.,  October  15,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  5  p.  m.  this  day  the  lookout 
raised  black  smoke  to  the  northward.  I  immediately  made  all  sail  in 
chase,  and  at  5:20  made  the  chase  to  be  a  steamer  standing  about 
W.  S.  W.  and  pursued  by  one  steamer  and  two  schooners. 
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Gaining  rapidly  on  him,  he  hauled  down  his  jibs  and  stood  to  north¬ 
ward  and  westward,  directly  in  the  wind’s  eye.  At  6:15,  the  distance 
still  lessening,  the  chase  hove  to  and  was  shortly  after  boarded  by  a 
boat  from  the  pursuing  steamer.  At  6:40 1  ran  alongside.  The  vessel 
proved  to  be  the  British  steamer  Mail,  from  Bayport,  Fla. ,  for  Havana 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  then  in  charge  of  a  prize  master  from  U .  S.  S. 
Honduras.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  Acting  Master  Gould, 
commanding  Honduras ,  I  sent  an  officer  and  five  men  on  board  to  assist 
in  taking  the  prize  into  Tampa. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Ashbury, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Clark,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  schooner  Sea  Bird. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Sea  Bird, 

Of  Key  Anclote ,  West  Coast  of  Florida ,  October'  15 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  while  at  anchor  under  Key 
Anclote,  in  company  with  U.  S.  (tender)  schooner  Too  Sisters ,  we 
made  out  black  smoke  by  N.  W.  at  about  3  o’clock  this  afternoon. 

Getting  underway  with  a  westerly  wind,  I  stood  off  to  the  S.  W., 
while  the  Two  Sisters  went  to  the  northward.  W e  soon  made  out  a 
steamer  running  about  south,  with  another  steamer  in  chase  of  her. 
As  we  worked  out,  the  chase  hauled  to  the  westward  until  she  made  a 
schooner,  which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  schooner  Fox.  (The  Two 
Sisters  had  by  this  tacked  ship  and  followed  us  on  to  the  S.  W.)  The 
chase  then  hauled  to  the  northward,  and  at  6:15  was  brought  to  by  a 
gun  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras ,  to  whom  she  became  a  prize.  The 
tender  schooners  Fox ,  Two  Sisters ,  and  Sea  Bird  were  in  sight  at  the 
time  of  capture.  The  prize  proved  to  be  the  steamer  Mail ,  from  Bay- 
port,  with  160  bales  of  cotton  and  some  spirits  turpentine. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  vessel. 

Respectfully, 


Charles  P.  Clark, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  Tender. 


Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


Destruction  of  the  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and  sloop  Kate  Dale ,  in 
Hillsboro  Hirer ,  October  16-17 ,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  October  62Jh  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  destruction  of  the  blockade-running 
steamer  Scottish  Chief  and  of  the  sloop  Kate  Dale,  in  Hillsboro  River, 
by  an  armed  expedition  from  the  U.  S.  gunboats  Tahoma  and  Adela. 
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Having  learned  that  these  vessels  were  loading  with  cotton  and 
about  to  sail,  and  being  apprehensive  that  by  reason  of  their  light 
draft  they  would  escape  the  blockading  vessel,  I  sent  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Semmes  to  Tampa  Bay  to  destroy  them.  It  was  planned 
between  myself  and  Captain  Semmes  that  he  should,  with  the  Tahoma , 
assisted  by  the  Adela ,  divert  attention  from  the  real  object  of  the 
expedition  by  shelling  the  fort  and  town,  and  that  under  cover  of 
the  night  men  should  be  landed  at  a  point  on  old  Tampa  Bay,  distant 
from  the  fort,  to  proceed  overland  to  the  point  on  the  Hillsboro  River 
where  the  blockade  runners  lay,  there  to  destroy  them.  This  plan 
was  successfully  carried  out,  but  not  without  a  considerable  loss. 

On  the  16th  instant  the  Tahoma  and  Adela  ran  in  abreast  of  the 
batteries  and  shelled  them  slowly  during  the  day;  the  firing  was  in 
an  unusual  degree  accurate  and  precise.  At  dark,  as  soon  as  the 
moon  went  down,  a  force  consisting  of  Acting  Ensigns  J.  P.  Randall 
and  J.  G.  Koehler,  with  60  men  from  the  Tahoma ,  and  of  Acting  Ensigns 
Strandberg  and  Balcli  and  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  [George  M.] 
Bennet,  with  40  men  from  the  Adela ,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Crane  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Thompson,  guides,  was  landed  at  Ballast  Point. 
The  expedition  was  under  the  immediate  command  of  Acting  Master 
T.  R.  Harris,  executive  officer  of  the  Tahoma.  The  line  of  march 
was  quietly  taken  up  for  the  river,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  J.  A. 
Thompson,  who,  being  too  ill  to  walk,  was  borne  in  a  litter.  A  march 
of  14  miles  (rendered  circuitous  by  the  necessity  of  avoiding  houses, 
creeks,  etc.)  brought  the  party  before  daylight  to  the  river  bank.  As 
soon  as  it  was  light  the  vessels  were  discovered  on  the  opposite  bank;  the 
force  was  thereupon  moved  to  a  point  opposite  where  they  lay,  and 
those  on  board  brought  under  aim  of  the  rifles  and  ordered  to  send  a 
boat,  which  they  did.  A  detachment  thereupon  was  sent  to  bring  over 
the  vessels  and  to  make  prisoners  of  those  on  board.  At  this  time  two 
men  succeeded  in  escaping  from  the  vessels,  who  carried  the  alarm  to 
the  garrison.  The  vessels  meantime  were  fired  effectually  and  the 
force  thereupon  set  out  upon  its  return.  Encountering  an  armed 
party  near  the  beach,  a  charge  was  made,  and  two  rebels  made  pris¬ 
oners.  The  beach  finally  was  safely  reached  without  loss,  and  pickets 
were  stationed  and  the  party  rested,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  boats, 
then  being  dispatched  from  the  Tahoma  and  Adela.  While  so  resting, 
word  was  brought  that  a  detachment  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry 
was  advancing;  the  party  was  formed  to  resist  an  attack,  and  the 
boats  having  arrived  the  embarkation  commenced.  W  hile  this  was 
proceeding  the  rebels  opened  fire.  The  first  and  second  divisions, 
with  7  prisoners,  proceeded  in  an  orderly  manner  to  the  boats; 
the  third  division  (spread  out,  that  the  rebels  might  not  fire  into  a 
mass)  returned  the  fire  energetically  and  with  great  coolness  and 
bravery.  The  Adela  meantime  shelled  the  woods  (in  which  the  rebels 
were  concealed  and  from  which  they  fired)  with  shrapnel.  The  first 
and  second  divisions  having  embarked,  the  rear  guard,  on  receiving 
the  order  so  to  do,  followed.  This  rear  guard  stood  nobly  to  their 
post,  protecting  the  retreat  under  an  extremely  severe  fire  from  a  con¬ 
cealed  enemy — loading  and  firing  with  the  coolness  of  target  practice, 
and  finally  leaving  quietly  at  the  word  of  command,  bearing  with 
them  their  wounded.  The  rebels  were  under  the  command  of  Captain 
(late  U.  S.  Senator)  Westcott,  and  were  so-called  regulars. 
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The  retreat  to  the  boats  was  admirably  conducted  by  Acting  Master 
Harris,  and  the  expedition  throughout  was  characterized  by  a  dis¬ 
ciplined  courage  on  the  part  of  both  officers  and  men.  The  force 
suffered  severely  at  the  beach,  and  both  courage  and  discipline  were 
called  for.  Our  loss  was  as  follows: 

Killed. — James  Worrall,  seaman,  Tahoma;  John  Roddy,  seaman, 
Adela ;  Joseph  O’Donnell,  seaman,  Adda. 

Ten  were  wounded  (including  Acting  Ensigns  Randall  and  Koehler), 
two  seriously.  Five  were  made  prisoners. 

In  reporting  these  losses  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes  observes: 

I  regret  sincerely  our  loss,  yet  I  feel  a  great  degree  of  satisfaction  in  having 
impressed  the  rebels  with  the  idea  that  blockade-running  vessels  are  not  safe,  even 
up  the  Hillsboro  River. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Baieet, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  East  Gulf  RlJcdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Tahoma. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Fla. ,  October  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  your 
information: 

Upon  our  arrival  here,  on  the  13th  instant,  finding  that  the  steamer 
Scottish  Chief  and  the  sloop  Kate  Dale  were  loaded  with  cotton  and 
ready  to  run  the  blockade,  1  had  to  change  the  place  of  landing  a  force 
from  Old  Tampa  Bay  to  Ballast  Point,  about  5  miles  below  the  town 
of  Tampa. 

On  the  16th,  the  Adela  in  company,  we  Avent  abreast  of  the  batteries 
and  shelled  them  at  our  leisure.  The  practice  with  the  200-pounder 
Parrott  was  beautiful,  but  the  fuzes  acted  badly.  While  in  this 
position,  with  a  view  of  deceiving  the  rebels,  I  placed  some  stakes  to 
the  northward  and  eastward,  as  if  intending  to  land  there.  This  had 
the  desired  effect,  for  that  night  quite  a  force  was  sent  there  to  oppose 
a  landing.  Toward  4  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  I  backed  off  into  deeper 
water  and  at  dark  received  on  board  officers,  men,  and  boats  from  the 
Adela.  As  soon  as  the  moon  ivent  down  this  vessel  was  moved  abreast 
of  Ballast  Point,  and  a  force  of  100,  exclusive  of  officers  and  guides, 
was  landed. 

When  the  boats  returned  I  moved  about  midnight  abreast  of  the 
batteries  again.  The  following  morning,  at  daylight,  we  fired  the 
heavy  rifle  gun,  simply  to  keep  the  rebels  busy. 

For  the  details  of  the  expedition  on  shore  I  respectfully  refer  you 
to  the  report,  herewith  enclosed,  of  Acting  Master  [T.  R.]  Harris,  the 
executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  who  was  in  command. 

I  am  satisfied  from  the  way  in  which  the  vessels  were  scattered  about 
the  river  that  more  could  not  haATc  been  accomplished. 

The  Adela  having  signalized  me  about  noon,  the  17th,  that  our  force 
was  on  the  beach,  I  sent  boats  to  take  them  off  as  soon  as  possible. 
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From  the  testimony  of  witnesses  I  feel  assured  that  the  most  effectual 
means  were  adopted  by  Acting  Master  Harris  for  the  protection  of  his 
command. 

The  officers  and  men  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  report  of  Acting 
Master  Harris  constituted  a  rear  guard,  and  according  to  verbal  reports 
behaved  nobly. 

Those  not  particularly  mentioned  remained  in  line  of  battle  until 
ordered  to  their  boats. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  [H.  A.]  Crane  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Thompson, 
guides,  did  their  duty  well,  though  the  latter  had  to  be  carried  in  a 
litter  a  long  time. 

The  march  to  the  river  and  back,  I  am  informed,  was  made  in  good 
time  and  very  quietly.  The  escape  of  two  prisoners  from  one  of  the 
vessels  burned  was  the  only  thing  that  showed  the  presence  of  our 
force. 

The  morning  of  the  18th  I  communicated  by  flag  of  truce,  meeting 
Captain  [John]  Westcott,  the  commander  at  Tampa,  from  whom  I 
learned  the  condition  of  the  men  left  on  shore. 

We  have  in  our  possession  2  prisoners  of  war  and  5  blockade 
runners  (one  of  them  severely  wounded),  all  of  whom,  except  the 
wounded  man,  I  send  by  the  Honduras. 

The  vessels  destroyed  were  of  light  draft,  not  over  1  feet,  and  would 
have  probably  eluded  me. 

Our  total  loss  is  as  follows: 

Killed. — James  Worrall,  seaman,  Tahoma;  John  Roddy,  seaman, 
Adela;  Joseph  O’Donnell,  seaman,  Adela. 

Wounded. — J.  P.  Randall,  acting  ensign,  Tahoma;  J.  G.  Koehler, 
acting  ensign,  Tahoma;  Jonathan  Murray,  boatswain’s  mate,  Tahoma; 
Henry  Palmer,  coxswain,  Tahoma;  William  Curtin,  ordinary  seaman, 
Tahoma;  George  [H.]  Fitzgerald,  ordinary  seaman,  Tahoma ;  Nicholas 
Lund,  ordinary  seaman,  Adela;  John  Hannibal,  quarter  gunner, 
Adela;  Charles  H.  Dodge,  steerage  boy,  Adela;  Frederick  Klasson, 
carpenter’s  mate,  Adela. 

Prisoners. — John  Collins,  master  at  arms,  Tahoma:  John  McDonald, 
seaman,  Tahoma;  John  Hilton,  ordinary  seaman,  Tahoma ,  wounded; 
Thomas  Donnelly,  fireman,  Adela. 

But  five  of  the  wounded,  including  the  one  taken  prisoner,  need 
medical  treatment,  and  only  two  of  them  have  serious  wounds. 

I  regret  sincerely  our  loss,  yet  I  feel  a  great  degree  of  satisfaction 
in  having  impressed  the  rebels  with  the  idea  that  blockade-running 
vessels  are  not  safe  even  up  the  Hillsboro  River. 

October  22. —I  communicated  by  flag  of  truce  again  this  morning 
with  the  view  of  getting  Mr.  Crane’s  family,  whom  Captain  Westcott 
intended  to  send  to  me,  but  for  some  reasons  the}7  didn  t  come.  I  send 
by  the  Honduras  three  refugees  received  by  flag  of  truce.  Boys, 
McKnight  and  Spencer,  sent  some  time  since  to  the  Huntsville ,  were 
landed.'"’  The  enclosed  private  letters  (except  the  one  to  Judge  Whit¬ 
worth,  which  was  captured  on  board  one  of  the  vessels  destroyed)  were 
received  by  flag  of  truce. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  prisoners.  The  man  Mobley  is  a  druggist  and 
consumptive.  They  are  very  anxious  to  get  him  back,  and  the  surgeon 
who  met  me  on  Sunday  intimated  that  probably  General  Finegan 
might  propose  an  exchange.  Nothing  heard  from  General  Finegan 
yet.  Craig,  the  blockade  runner,  has  been  trying  for  two  years  to  get 
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out  of  the  count}7,  and  begs  not  to  be  sent  back.  I  enclose  ttie  report 
from  the  captain  of  the  Adela /  also  medical  officer’s  reports. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Tampa  Bap,  October  W,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties,  which 
occurred  to  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  during  the 
engagement  of  the  17th  instant: 

Killed. — James  Worrall,  seaman;  body  not  recovered. 

Severely  wounded. — J.  F.  Randall,  acting  ensign.  Wounded  in  two 
places — one,  a  rifle  ball,  having  passed  completely  through  the  neck 
immediately  below  the  lower  jaw,  wounding  several  small  arteries  and 
the  external  jugular  vein  of  the  right  side.  The  other,  evidently  a 
buckshot,  entering  the  right  arm  and  lodging  in  the  biceps  muscle. 
Doing  well. 

Jonathan  Murray,  seaman.  A  rifle  ball,  entering  the  posterior  por¬ 
tion  of  the  right  buttock  and  passing  obliquely  upward  through  the 
glutteus  muscles  and  making  its  exit  near  the  anterior  superior  spinous 
process  of  the  ilium. 

John  Hilton,  ordinary  seaman.  A  rifle  ball,  entering  the  upper  por¬ 
tion  of  the  side  of  head  and  passing  out  near  the  place  of  entry. 

William  Curtin,  ordinary  seaman.  Rifle  ball,  striking  him  on  the 
right  shin  just  above  the  ankle  joint  and  splintering  the  bone  slightly. 

Slightly  wounded. — John  G.  Koehler,  acting  ensign.  Spent,  ball, 
striking  him  on  the  left  leg  near  the  knee,  bruising  but  not  breaking 
the  skin. 

George  H.  Fitzgerald,  landsman.  Flesh  wound  of  the  index  finger 
of  the  right  hand. 

Henry  Palmer,  coxswain.  Spent  ball,  striking  him  on  the  side  near 
the  spine. 

All  of  the  above  wounded,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  doing  well. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Gunning, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes, 

Commanding . 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Off  Tampa,  October  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  an  expedition, 
under  my  command,  made  a  few  miles  into  the  interior  of  Florida,  which 
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resulted  in  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and 
sloop  Kate  Dale ,  both  loaded  with  cotton  and  ready  to  run  the  blockade. 

The  force  landed  consisted  of  Acting  Ensigns  J.  P.  Randall  and  J.  G. 
Koehler  with  60  men  from  this  vessel,  and  Acting  Ensigns  Strandberg 
and  Balch  and  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Bennet,  with  40  men 
from  the  U.  S.  S.  Adda ,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Crane  and  Mr.  J. 
A.  Thompson,  guides,  all  well  armed  and  supplied  with  three  days’ 
rations. 

At  11  p.  m.,  October  16,  having  quietly  landed  on  the  western  shore 
of  the  bay  in  six  boats,  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  Hillsboro 
River,  carrying  along  a  small  boat  to  be  used  in  crossing  the  river  or 
any  creek  should  it  be  necessary  to  do  so.  I  avoided  the  roads  and 
houses  as  much  as  possible  so  as  to  prevent  discovery.  After  march¬ 
ing  4  or  5  miles  we  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  boat,  she  delaying  us 
too  much,  and  I  had  her  concealed  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  our 
trail.  After  this  wre  moved  along  very  rapidly  under  the  direction  of 
our  excellent  guides,  and  reached  the  banks  of  the  Hillsboro  River 
about  4  a.  m.  October  17,  having  marched  about  14  miles.  Having 
stationed  lookouts,  the  party  lay  down  till  daylight.  Shortly  after 
daylight  we  discovered  the  steamer  and  sloop  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  about  2  miles  above  us.  The  force  was  immediately  moved 
to  a  point  opposite  where  they  lay  and  those  on  board  ordered  to  send 
a  boat  to  us.  When  the  boat  reached  [us]  I  sent  Acting  Ensigns  Ran¬ 
dall  and  Balch,  with  a  suitable  number  of  men,  on  board  of  the  ves¬ 
sels,  where  they  made  prisoners  of  all  except  two,  who  escaped  on  the 
Tampa  side.  Hauling  the  vessels  over,  I  fired  both  effectually. 

The  other  steamer  having  been  represented  to  me  as  being  5  miles 
farther  up  the  river,  and  too  far  gone  to  be  repaired,  and  the  schooner 
Neptune  being  sunk  in  the  river  near  Tampa,  I  determined  not  to 
attempt  any  more,  and  immediately  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  the 
beach,  hoping  to  get  there  before  the  garrison  in  the  town  of  Tampa 
could  be  alarmed.  No  one  was  encountered  until  near  the  beach,  when 
a  scouting  party  was  discovered  in  citizens’  dress,  on  foot  and  armed, 
and  upon  whom  we  immediately  charged,  capturing  two.  Having 
reached  the  beach  and  placed  out  a  picket  guard,  we  halted  and  rested. 
Very  soon  the  picket  guard  informed  me  of  the  presence  of  a  party  of 
cavalry  lurking  about  the  woods,  upon  which  information  I  ordered 
the  party  to  be  prepared  for  a  fight  should  the  rebels  attack  us  before 
our  boats,  then  approaching,  could  arrive.  When  the  boats  had  neared 
the  beach,  and  I  had  ordered  all  but  about  twenty,  including  officers,  to 
embark,  the  rebels  opened  a  sharp  fire  with  their  rifles  on  the  boats 
and  those  left  with  me  on  the  beach,  which  was  returned  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes. 

Finding  that  the  enemy,  concealed  by  the  brush,  had  the  advantage' 
of  position,  that  nearly  ail  of  those  ordered  to  the  boats  had  embarked, 
and  that  those  with  me  were  suffering  severely,  I  retreated  to  the 
boats,  bringing  off  all  but  6,  1  of  whom  was  killed  in  the  water  and 
5  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  2  of  them  being  severely 
wounded.  (One  of  these  wounded  died  the  following  morning  in  the 
hospital  at  Tampa.) 

I  would  respectfully  call  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  Acting 
Ensigns  Randall  and  Koehler,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Crane,  Boat¬ 
swain’s  Mate  Jonathan  Murray,  Captains  of  forecastle  John  Black 
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and  William  Larkin,  Master  at  arms  John  Collins,  Quarter  Gunner 
Thomas  Brooks,  Captain  top  Douglas  Thompson,  Seaman  Arthur 
Ulmer,  Ordinary  seamen  William  Curtin,  John.  Hilton,  and  John 
Roddy,  of  the  Adela ,  mortally  wounded,  and  Landsman  James  Heenan. 
There  were  also  a  few  men  of  the  Adela  whose  names  I  do  not  know 
who  were  all  that  I  recollect  being  on  the  beach. 

The  total  loss  amounts  to  3  killed,  6  wounded,  4  prisoners.  One  of 
the  latter  was  severely  wounded.  A  prisoner  captured  by  us  is  also 
wounded. 

It  being  necessary  for  the  boats,  crowded  as  they  were,  to  move  off 
a  short  distance  to  avoid  the  lire  of  the  enemy,  some  of  the  arms  were 
lost. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  all  concerned  remained  in  position  until 
they  were  ordered  to  embark. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  between  70  and  80  men,  40  of  whom 
were  cavalry,  all  under  the  command  of  Captain  Westcott,  as  we 
afterwards  learned  by  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  commanding  officer  at 
Tampa. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  R.  Harris, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes, 

Ccvmmanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Stodder,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Adela. 

U.  S.  S.  Adela, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Fla. ,  October  19,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
instant,  at  9  a.  m.,  moved  up  with  the  vessel  under  my  command  (in  obe¬ 
dience  to  instructions)  to  within  2,000  yards  of  the'  battery  at  Tampa. 
At  9:15  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  battery  and  town  with  my  20-pounder 
rifle  and  rifled  howitzer.  Eliciting  no' reply  from  the  battery,  fired  at 
intervals  until  4  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to  signal  made,  dropped 
alongside  the  Talioma  and  sent  three  boats  in  charge  of  First  Assist¬ 
ant  Engineer  George  M.  Bennet,  Acting  Ensigns  F.  A.  Strandberg 
and  Edward  Balch,  with  40  men,  armed  and  equipped.  Having 
obtained  permission  from  yourself,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  at 
8  a.  m.  proceeded  toward  the  western  shore  of  the  bay  in  order  to  get 
my  vessel  nearer  the  battery,  but  unfortunately  run  aground  and  was 
unable  to  get  ofl.  At  10  a.  m.  espied  our  forces  returning  to  the 
beach,  and  immediately  made  signals  to  that  effect.  In  a  few  moments 
descried  rebels  in  the  woods  opposite  this  vessel.  Commenced  shelling 
the  woods  with  shrapnel,  the  rebels  still  moving  toward  our  party  oil 
the  beach.  Continued  covering  our  party  as  well  as  possible  until  all 
gained  the  boats  but  few,  on  whom  the  rebels  made  an  attack.  At  2 
p.  m.  the  boats  from  the  vessel  returned,  bringing  the  partjr  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  vessel,  together  with  the  wounded.  ' 

I  regret  to  report  that  two  men,  Thomas  Donnelly,  fireman,  and 
John  Roddy,  seaman,  are  missing.  Joseph  O’Donnell,  ordinary  sea¬ 
man,  mortally  vrounded  (since  died);  Nicholas  Lund,  ordinary  seaman, 
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dangerously  wounded;  John  Hannibal  and  Frederick  Klasson,  slightly 
wounded.  Three  prisoners  taken  sent  on  board  your  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  N.  Stodder, 

Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma. 


Report  of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Adela. 

U.  S.  S.  Adela, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Fla. ,  October  19 ,  1863. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  those  killed  and 
wounded  belonging  to  this  vessel  in  the  affair  of  the  17th  instant: 

Killed. 

1.  John  Roddy,  seaman. 

2.  Joseph  O’Donnell,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded. 

1.  Nicholas  Lund,  ordinary  seaman;  musket  shot  through  abdomen. 

2.  John  Hannibal,  gunner’s  mate;  flesh  wound  over  abdomen. 

3.  Charles  H.  Dodge,  ship’s  steward;  contusion  of  shoulder. 

4.  Frederick  Klasson,  carpenter’s  mate;  slightly,  in  mouth. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

William  Gale, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  N.  Stodder,  U.  S.  Navy 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  men  captured  October  17  by  a  force  from  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Tahoma. 

Taken  from  steamer  Scottish  Chief. — W.  J.  French,  F.  W.  Cox, 
Charles  M.  Craig,  W.  L.  Black. 

Prisoners  of  war. — C.  J.  Mobley,  Vincent  Leonardv* 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Letter  of  congratulation  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  October  °28,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  report  of  the  expedition  sent  by  you  beyond  Tampa,  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  the  vessels  in  Hillsboro  River,  has  lieen 
received  and  the  affair  duly  represented  to  the  Navy  Department. 

The  plan  of  operations  seems  to  have  been  arranged  with  skill  and 
judgment,  and  to  have  been  executed  with  coolness  and  bravery;  and 
I  have  to  congratulate  you  and  the  officers  and  men  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  more  especially  Acting  Master  Thomas  R.  Harris  and  the  land¬ 
ing  party  under  his  charge,  upon  the  handsome  manner  in  which  this 
brilliant  little  affair  was  executed.  The  lesson  taught  to  the  rebels  by 
this  expedition,  that  their  movements  can  be  watched  and  thwarted  by 
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the  daring  of  our  seamen,  even  when  carried  on  at  a- distance  of  sev¬ 
eral  miles  up  a  river  whose  mouth  is  protected  by  a  fortified  town,  is 
of  no  small  importance,  and  is  calculated  to  depress  them  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  audacity  and  discipline  displayed  by  our  men. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  your  success  should  have  been  attended  by 
the  loss  of  even  a  few  of  the  brave  men  composing  the  expedition,  and 
that  others  are  yet  suffering  from  wounds  received  in  conflict  with  the 
enemy;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  a  different  result  could  have  been 
expected,  and  I  am  too  confident  of  the  temper  of  the  men  in  this 
squadron  to  suppose  that  they  would  hesitate  at  any  exposure  which 
may  be  required  of  them.  1  am  highly  gratified  at  the  reports  of  the 
steadiness  and  discipline  under  fire  exhibited  on  this  occasion. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  read  this  communication  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  your  vessel  at  general  muster.  A  similar  letter  will  be  sent 
to  the  Adela. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Tahoma. 


Letter  of  congratulation  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Stodder,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Adela. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  November  1863. 

Sir:  The  reports  of  an  expedition  sent  beyond  Tampa,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  destroying  the  vessels  in  Hillsboro  River,  and  in  which  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Adela  bore  a  part,  have  been  received. 

The  skillful  and  judicious  plans  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes 
seem  to  have  been  executed  with  coolness  and  bravery;  and  I  have  to 
congratulate  you  and  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  upon 
the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  behaved. 

The  lesson  taught  to  the  rebels  by  this  expedition,  that  their  move¬ 
ments  can  bo  watched  and  thwarted  by  the  daring  of  our  seamen,  even 
though  carried  on  at  a  distance  of  several  miles  up  a  river,  whose 
mouth  is  protected  by  a  fortified  town,  is  of  no  small  importance,  and 
is  calculated  to  depress  them  in  proportion  to  the  audacity  and  disci¬ 
pline  displayed  by  our  men. 

I  regret  that  their  success  should  have  been  attended  by  the  loss  of 
even  a  few  of  the  brave  men  composing  the  expedition,  ancl  that  others 
are  yet  suffering  from  wounds  received  in  conflict  with  the  enemy,  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  a  different  result  could  have  been  expected,  and 
I  am  too  confident  of  the  temper  of  the  men  in  this  squadron  to  sup¬ 
pose  they  would  hesitate  at  any  exposure  which  may  be  required  of 
them.  The  reports  of  their  steadiness  and  discipline  under  fire  are 
highly  gratifying. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  read  this  communication  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  your  vessel  at  general  muster. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Actg.  Yol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Adela. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  Randall,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Honduras, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  December  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  call  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  P.  Randall  in  the  late  expedition 
to  Hillsboro  River,  Florida,  sent  out  from  U.  S.  gunboat  Tahoma ,  and 
placed  under  my  command  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Semmes,  the 
result  of  which  you  are  already  aware.  Mr.  Randall’s  energy  and 
daring  and  his  coolness  under  tire  rendered  his  services  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  me,  and  not  until  shot  down  did  he  cease  to  exhibit  the 
most  noble  bearing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  R.  Harris, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Me  Cauley,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  JLenry,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British 

schooner  Martha  Jane. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  October  31,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th  instant  the  Fort  ILenrfs  tender,  the  Annie ,  commanded  by  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  J.  S.  Williams,  captured  off  Bayport  the  British  schooner 
Martha  Jane ,  from  Bayport  bound  to  Havana,  loaded  with  26,609 
pounds  (as  per  manifest)  sea-island  cotton.  There  was  also  found  on 
the  persons  of  the  captain  and  crew  $1,206.88  in  gold,  silver,  and 
United  States  Treasury  notes,  and  $127.70  in  Confederate  States 
money.  The  money  I  "have  forwarded  to  the  prize  commissioners  at 
Key  West. 

I  send  to  Key  West,  in  the  prize,  her  captain  and  supercargo.  The 
balance  of  her  crew,  3  men,  I  will  bring  to  Key  West  in  the  Fort 
LLenry. 

Enclosed  I  forward  Ensign  Williams’  report  of  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  Fort  Llenry. 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Schooner  Annie, 

At  Sea ,  30  miles  W.  S.  W.  from  Bayport,  October  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Martha  Jane,  Captain  H.  C.  Winslow,  from  Bayport,  this  morning, 
with  a  cargo  of  26,609  pounds  sea-island  cotton,  having  on  board  5 
men,  all  told.  Took  her  as  a  prize  and  filled  away  for  Cedar  Keys. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Williams, 

Acting  Ensign,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Llenry. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  lark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  capture  of  a  loat  containing 
four  men. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Charlotte  Harbor ,  October  33,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st  instant  I  captured,  with  my  boat,  off  the  entrance  to  this  harbor,  a 
small,  open,  fiat-bottomed,  sloop-rigged  boat,  with  1  barrel  turpen¬ 
tine  and  4  men,  named  as  follows:  George  Anderson,  James  Grunsell, 
Benjamin  Kemp,  and  Richard  Maires  (a  former  marshal  of  Key  West). 
They  reported  that  they  sailed  from  Clearwater  Harbor,  40  miles  to 
the  northward  of  Tampa,  on  the  17th  instant,  bound  for  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  without  any  papers  whatever. 

The  barrel  of  turpentine  and  4  prisoners  I  will  send  to  Key  West 
the  first  opportunity,  for  your  disposal. 

The  boat  is  of  no  value. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding . 
Senior  Officer, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Escape  of  a  sloop,  October  38,  and  capture  of  the  British  schooner 

Meteor,  October  30,  1863. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fleming,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 

U.  S.  S.  Sagamore, 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla. ,  November  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  28th  of  October  I  sent 
the  schooner  Annie  (tender),  Acting  Ensign  James  S.  Williams  com¬ 
manding,  and  the  launch  from  this  vessel.  Acting  Ensign  Louis  R. 
Chester  in  charge,  to  cruise  off  Bayport  and  Crystal  River  to  intercept 
any  vessels  attempting  to  enter  or  come  out  from  those  places.  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  they  met  with  success  by  capturing,  about 
30  miles  from  Bayport,  the  British  schooner  Meteor,  of  29  tons,  with 
an  assorted  cargo,  from  Havana,  cleared  for  Matamoras,  but  the  mas¬ 
ter  says  bound  to  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  reports  from  the  officers  mentioned 
above  relative  to  the  capture.  I  send  the  schooner  to  Key  West  to-day 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Charles  R.  Fleming,  accompanied  by 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  George  W.  Wilson  and  three  men,  having  taken 
two  men  out  of  her,  whom  1  have  on  board  this  vessel  and  will  send  to 
Key  West  by  the  first  opportunity  unless  otherwise  directed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  E.  Fleming, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding . 

Rear  Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


581 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Williams,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  schooner  Annie. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Annie, 

At  Sea ,  30  Miles  S.  W.  from  Bayport ,  October  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  following’  reports  of  the 
cruise  of  this  vessel,  together  with  your  armed  launch,  and  also  the 
capture  of  the  British  schooner  Meteor. 

At  3  p.  m.  of  the  28th  I  made  a  sail  to  the  northward  which  proved 
to  be  a  sloop  standing  about  S.  E.  I  immediately  sent  the  launch  to 
the  N.  E.  so  as  to  intercept  her,  should  she  get  inside  the  reef,  while 
I  followed  her  up  outside  in  7  feet  of  water.  At  dark  I  lost  sight  of 
the  sloop  and  came  to  anchor  to  await  the  return  of  the  boats,  wrhen  I 
saw  the  launch  tire  three  shots  at  her.  At  9  a.  m.  of  the  29th  the  launch 
returned,  having  got  near  enough  to  fire  at  her,  but  she  lost  sight  of 
the  chase  shortly  after  dark.  After  resting  the  crew  we  set  sail  for 
Bayport  and  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  harbor  in  the  launch,  and 
returned  to  the  schooner  at  dark.  The  men  being  very  much  fatigued, 
I  allowed  the  boat  to  lay  alongside  through  the  night.  At  7  a.  m.  of 
this  date  made  schooner  to  the  southward  standing  northward  and  gave 
chase,  together  with  the  launch,  the  schooner  gaining  fast  on  the  chase 
until  10  a.  m.,  when  I  fired  several  shots  at  her.  At  1  p.  m.  it  fell  calm, 
when  I  sent  my  boat  with  four  men  in  charge  of  Quartermaster  James 
Peterson  to  board  her  (the  launch  just  in  sight  astern).  At  2  p.  m.  mj^ 
boat  boarded  her  and  found  her  to  be  the  British  schooner  Meteor ,  from 
Havana  on  the  19th  instant,  bound  to  St.  Marks  with  a  general  assorted 
cargo,  in  charge  of  and  owned  by  Captain  Anthony  Bado.  At  3:30 
p.  m.  the  launch  came  up  and  I  gave  the  schooner  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  Chester  and  made  sail  in  company  for  Cedar  Keys. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Williams, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding , 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  E.  Fleming, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Chester,  B.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  launch  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

Sagamore. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Cedar  Keys ,  November  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  viz: 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  left  this  ship  on  the  28th  ultimo  with 
the  launch  and  light  howitzer  and  was  taken  in  tow  of  the  schooner 
Annie ,  tender  to  this  vessel.  We  arrived  off  Bayport  at  3  p.  m.  the 
same  dav,  and  came  to  off  the  harbor,  intending  to  reconnoiter  the  bay 
and  harbor  at  nights;  shortly  after  we  made  a  sail  standing  to  the  south¬ 
ward  and  eastward.  I  immediately  took  the  launch  and  stood  inshoie, 
in  order  to  intercept  her  entrance  into  Bayport  and  the  schooner  stood 
to  the  northward  to  prevent  her  running  out  to  sea.  I  shortly  made 
her  out  to  be  a  sloop  standing  toward  me.  I  was  within  3  miles  ot  the 
land  when  she  discovered  me,  and  she  immediately  went  about  and 
stood  to  the  northward.  I  gained  on  her  constantly,  and  when  within 
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three-quarters  of  a  mile  I  fired  three  shell,  two  of  them  exploding 
close  on  board  of  her.  She  paid  no  attention,  but  kept  on  her  course, 
and  darkness  coming  on,  amidst  a  heavy  squall,  we  lost  sight  of  her. 
I  then  stood  in  for  Homosassa  River  and  anchored.  At  daylight  on 
the  29th  stood  in  along  the  land  with  the  hope  of  discovering  the  sloop, 
but  not  seeing  her  I  stood  out  S.  W.  and  arrived  alongside  the  Annie 
at  8  a.  m.  At  4  p.  m.  I  took  the  launch  and  stood  in  for  Bayport.  1 
proceeded  close  enough  to  see  plainly  that  there  were  no  vessels  in 
that  port.  The  rebels  hoisted  their  flag  on  their  battery  on  discover¬ 
ing  my  approach.  At  7:30  p.  m.  returned  to  the  Annie.  At  7:30 
a.  m.  on  the  30th  instant  [ultimo]  discovered  a  sail  to  the  southward 
and  westward.  1  immediately  stood  in  for  the  land  to  intercept  her 
entrance  into  Bayport.  The  Annie  got  underway  and  stood  for  her. 
At  11  a.  m.  the  wind  died  away  to  a  calm  and  I  hauled  up  and  stood 
for  the  chase.  At  3  p.  m.  I  came  within  range  and  fired  a  shell  and 
she  lowered  her  jib,  and  I  boarded  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  schooner 
Meteor ,  from  Havana,  bound  to  St.  Marco  [St.  Marks,  Fla.].  Finding 
she  was  a  prize  I  took  her  in  charge  and  proceeded  with  her  to  this 
place. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  R.  Chester, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chas.  E.  Fleming, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rudd,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Somerset,  regarding  cotton  captured  at  Apalachicola, 
Fla.,  October  30,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

West  Pass ,  St.  George' ‘s  Sound ,  Fla.,  December  15,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  30th  of  October,  while 
on  a  scouting  expedition  at  the  town  of  Apalachicola,  I  found  10  bales 
of  cotton  secreted  in  a  warehouse,  which  I  captured  and  brought  off. 
A  negro  named  Frank  Cook  claimed  to  be  the  owner  and  stated  that 
he  had  kept  them  hid  there  for  some  months  to  prevent  them  from 
falling  into  rebel  hands.  Some  of  the  rebels  in  town,  however,  knew 
that  the  cotton  was  there,  and  we  did  not.  In  my  opinion  the  real 
owner  did  not  make  his  appearance.  I  have  sent  'the  cotton  to  Key 
W est  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras,  and  respectfully  forward  the  prize 
list  of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  The  U.  S.  S.  J.  S.  Cham¬ 
bers  was  at  anchor  at  West  Pass,  but  not  within  signal  distance  when 
the  cotton  was  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Budd, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  So?nerset. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

November  1 ,  1863. 


Adela 


Name. 


Rank. 


Aetg.  Yol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder 


Beauregard 


Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess 


Clyde . 

Dale . 

De  Soto.... 
Eugenie  . . . 
Fort  Henry 


Actg.  Master  A.  A.  Owens — 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  W.  M.  Walker . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock 
Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley. . 


Gem  of  the  Sea 

Honduras . 

Huntsville  .... 
James  L.  Davis 
J.  S.  Chambers . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter. 
Actg.  Master  A.  N.  Gould  . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales - 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson 


Marigold 
Pursuit . . 


Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 


Restless  .... 
Roebuck  ... 
Sagamore  .. 
San  Jacinto 
Somerset  ... 


Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne 
Actg.  Master  J.  O.  Barclay  . 
Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming  . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd . 


Stars  and  Stripes 

Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Tioga . 

Wanderer . 

Annie . 


Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes . 

Lt.  Comdr.  O.  F.  Stanton . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  W.  Morris - 

Actg.  Ens.  J.  S.  Williams . 


Ariel 


Aetg.  Master  W.  Ii.  Harrison 


Carmita 
Fox  .... 


Actg.  Master  G.  Ashbury 


Julia  ... 
Rosalie . 
Sea  Bird 


Actg.  Master  J.  T.  Bowling. 
Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin  . . 
Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark  . . 


Stonewall 


Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter 


Two  Sisters 


Actg.  Master  C.  H.  Rockwell 


Class  and  station. 


Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  Between  Jupiter  Inlet 
and  Cape  Canaveral. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Ship.  Ordnance  storeship,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys;  ordered  to  Key 
West. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

Bark.  Key  West;  ordered  to  St. 
Joseph’s  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Bark.  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Steamer.  Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George's 
Sound. 

Steamer.  OS  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Steamer.  Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Hospital  ship,  Key  West. 

Schooner;  tender  to  Sagamore.  Cedar 
Keys. 

Schooner;  tender  to  San  Jacinto.  Be¬ 
tween  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Schooner;  attached  to  storehouse. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Schooner;  tender  to  San  Jacinto.  Be¬ 
tween  Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 

Sloop;  tender  to  Eugenie.  Guard 
vessel  at  Boca  Chica. 

Sloop;  tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Schooner;  tender  to  San  Jacinto^  Be¬ 
tween  Tampa  Bav  and  Cedar  Keys. 

Schooner;  tender  to  Tahoma.  Tampa 
Bay. 

Schooner;  tender  to  San  Jacinto.  Be¬ 
tween  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar  Keys. 


EeSpeCtfu“y’  T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commando  Bradford,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  prepare  the  L.  S.  S.  Be  Solo 


tot*  sect* 

J  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  November  3,  1863. 

Sir-  You  will  relieve  Captain  William  M.  Walker  in  the  command 
(temporarily)  of  the  steamer  Be  Soto,  and  you  are  recommended  to 
renew  the  rates  of  petty  officers,  whom  he  is  directed  to  disrate  until 

good  cause  is  shown  to  the  contrary. 

You  will  prepare  the  Be  Soto  for  sea  with  all  possible  dispatch  and 

report  to'  me  when  she  is  ready. 

Respectfully  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Robert  F.  Bradford,  U .  S.  Is  avy . 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Harris ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Honduras. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  November  3,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Tahoma  and  you  will  relieve 
Acting  Master  Gould  in  the  command  of  the  steamer  Honduras. 
Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Acting  Master  Thomas  R.  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-AdnSral  Bailey,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Stanton. ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Tioga, 
regarding  the  cruising  gro  und  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  November  3,  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for  sea 
you  will  proceed  in  her  to  cruise  on  the  parallel  of  28°  30'  north  lati¬ 
tude,  between  the  meridian  of  85°  and  87°  west  longitude.  These 
limits  are  not  to  be  considered  as  altogether  rigid,  and  you  may,  at 
your  discretion,  extend  them  to  the  eastward  or  westward;  but  as 
the  De  Soto  will  be  directed  to  cruise  on  the  parallel  of  29°  30', 
between  the  meridians  of  86°  and  88°,  and  as  the  San  Jacinto  will 
also  be  sent  to  the  parallel  of  29°,  between  the  meridians  of  85°  30' 
and  87°  30',  you  will  see  that  any  great  departure  to  the  northward  of 
the  line  indicated  would  defeat  the  general  plan  for  intercepting  ves¬ 
sels  bound  in  and  out  of  Mobile,  besides  causing-  an  unnecessary 
expenditure  of  coal  by  mutual  chasing  among  our  own  cruisers.  You 
will  return  to  this  port  by  the  22d  instant.  Should  you  take  any 
prizes  you  will  send  them  to  this  place  for  adjudication.  *” 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  O.  F.  Stanton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Tioga. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na/vy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 
TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  limits  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  November)'  Jh  1863. 
Sir:  Hereafter  you  will  regard  the  waters  and  islands  northward 
and  westward  of  Crooked  Island  Passage  as  within  the  limits  of  your 
command,  and  give  directions  to  your  cruisers  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Rockwell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner'  Two  Sisters ,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  on  the  west 

coast  of  Florida. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Two  Sisters, 

Key  West,  November  f  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Captain  Temple, 
desiring  a  report  of  every  cruise,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

1  left  Key  West  September  28  and  proceeded  up  the  coast.  On 
the  30th  anchored  in  Tampa  Bay  and  communicated  with  the  steamer 
Adela.  October  1  proceeded  to  sea  cruising;  on  the  4th  spoke  the 
tender  Annie  on  a  cruise,  and  proceeded  to  the  northward  in  company. 
At  4:30  p.  m.,  Bayport,  bearing  S.  S.  E.,  20  miles  distant,  saw  a 
sloop  standing  along  to  the  southward  in  shoal  water,  on  St.  Martin’s 
Reef.  Made  all  sail  in  chase,  the  sloop  hauling  his  wind  as  soon  as  he 
saw  us,  running  inshore;  chased  her  until  we  were  in  7  feet  of  water, 
gaining  on  her  rapidly.  Finding  the  water  too  shoal,  I  immediately 
armed  the  boat  and  sent  her  in  chase,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  J.  A.  Montague.  Night  setting  in,  however,  he  lost  sight  of 
her  in  the  darkness  and  she  escaped,  although  he  continued  the  chase 
in  every  available  direction  until  midnight. 

On  the  6th  anchored  at  Cedar  Keys  to  make  necessary  repairs  on 
sails;  lay  .there  until  the  9th,  when,  taking  the  Fort  Henry's  second 
cutter,  with  an  officer  and  crew,  proceeded  on  a  cruise  down  the  coast. 

On  the  10th,  having  anchored  off  Bayport,  just  in  sight  of  the  land, 
1  took  the  Fort  Henry's  boat  and  proceeded  in  to  reconnoiter  the  coast 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  When  within  3  miles  of  the  town  saw  a 
boat  coming  out  containing  2  men,  who  evidently  mistook  us  for  a 
small  blockade  runner.  I  ran  for  them,  intending  to  capture  them  if 
possible,  but  they  ran  for  the  battery,  not  letting  us  get_  within  musket 
range  of  them.“  Having  accomplished  my  object  of  coming  in,  I 
returned  to  the  vessel. 

On  the  11th,  sent  a  boat  ashore  on  Anclote  Keys  to  reconnoiter  the 
coast  in  the  vicinity  of  Anclote  River.  Discovering  nothing,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  coast,  and  on  the  13th  dispatched  both  boats,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Hancock  and  Montague  into  Clearwater 
Harbor  to  reconnoiter  the  mainland  inside  the  keys  bordering  that 
portion  of  the  coast.  They  proceeded  along  a  range  of  10  miles  of 
coast  discovering  no  vessels  or  evidences  of  breach  of  the  blockade 
at  that  place.  A  party  of  about  30  men,  armed,  were  observed  in  the 
bushes  watching  their  movements,  but  as  1  had  ordered  them  not  to 
land  unless  for  some  necessary  purpose,  no  attack  was  made.  _  The 
next  day  I  beat  down  the  coast  until  Tampa  light-house  was  in  sight, 
at  which  point  I  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Sea  Bird ,  and 
returned  with  her  to  an  anchorage  off  Anclote  Keys.  On  the  15th 
assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Mail ,  the  particulars  of  which 
1  have  given  in  a  former  report.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  anchored 
in  Cedar  Keys.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  received  the  mails  and 
stores  for  the  fleet  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras ,  having  received  orders 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley,  commanding  the  Fort  Henry, 
to  deliver  them  at  their  several  destinations.  Proceeded  on  this  duty, 
communicating  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes  off  St.  Marks  the  20th;  the 
Sagamore  at  East  Pass  on  the  21st;  the  Somerset  and  J.  S.  Chambers 
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at  the  West  Pass  on  the  22d;  the  J.  L.  Davis  at  St.  Joseph’s  on  the 
23d,  and  the  Restless  at  St.  Andrew’s  on  the  same  day. 

On  the  24th  started  on  my  return  to  Cedar  Keys,  and  having 
received  the  mails  from  the  J.  L.  Davis  in  passing,  arrived  at  Cedar 
Keys  on  the  26th,  sending  the  mails  by  the  Sea  Bird.  On  the  30th 
sailed  for  Key  West  to  accompany  the  Fort  Henry ,  and  render  assist¬ 
ance  if  necessary,  but  as  she  started  ahead  of  us,  on  account  of  calms, 
we  saw  no  more  of  her. 

On  the  1st  November  communicated  with  the  Tahoma  at  Tampa 
Bay,  and  the  Sea  Bird  off  Sarasota.  On  the  3d  arrived  in  Key  West, 
having  experienced  much  bad  weather  during  the  cruise,  and  having 
received  some  injuries,  rendering  a  few  repairs  necessary. 

Respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Rockwell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comuianding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Burgess ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Volante. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Indian  River ,  Fla. ,  November  6 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  On  the  5th  instant, 
at  9: 30  a.  m.,  while  lying  at  anchor  at  Cape  Canaveral,  the  man  at  the 
masthead  lookout  reported  a  sail  bearing  S.  E.  by  E.,  distant  about  10 
miles,  and  as  the  weather  was  calm  at  the  time  I  sent  an  armed  boat  in 
chase,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  H.  B.  Colby,  who  succeeded 
in  overtaking  her  about  noon.  She  proved  to  be  the'British  schooner 
Volante ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  salt, 
dry  goods,  etc.,  from  Nassau,  bound  to  Matamoras,  but  as  she  was  so 
far  out  of  the  regular  track  for  Matamoras  and  as  things  looked  very 
suspicious,  I  seized  her  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Burgess, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Paul,  November  7,  1863. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fleming,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore, 

transmitting  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  Sagamore, 

Off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.,  November  8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  2d  instant,  I  sent  the 
schooner  Annie  (tender)  and  the  whaleboat  belonging  to  this  vessel 
with  Acting  Ensign  Chester  and  an  armed  crew,  to  cruise  off*Bavport5 
Crystal  River,  and  places  contiguous.  On  the  7th  instant  they  cap¬ 
tured  the  British  schooner  Paul ,  from  Havana,  cleared  for  Matamoras 
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with  an  assorted  cargo.  I  have  this  day  sent  her  to  Key  West,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Cox,  with  three  men  from  this  vessel.  The 
schooner  is  about  15  tons,  and  had  three  persons  on  board,  including 
the  master.  I  have  taken  one  man  out  of  her,  and  he  is  on  board  here. 
The  master  informs  me  that  he  was  boarded  and  detained  some  time 
by  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  on  last  Saturday  week,  but  was  finally 
released.  He  was  then  well  to  the  westward  of  Tortugas.  Enclosed  1 
send  copies  of  reports  from  the  officers  who  made  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  E.  Fleming, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Calf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting-  Ensign  Williams,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Annie,  tender 

to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Annie, 

At  Sea ,  20  miles  West  of  Bay  port,  November  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Paid,  from  Havana,  under  the  following  circumstances: 

While  standing  to  the  northward  this  morning,  at  8:30  a.  m.  a  sail 
was  reported  from  aloft  to  the  N.  W.  I  immediately  made  all  sail  in 
chase.  At  9,  the  wind  being  light,  your  second  cutter,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  Chester,  started  for  the  chase  and  boarded  her  at  about 
11  a.  m.  It  being  calm  all  day  I  did  not  get  up  to  the  schooner  until 
1  p.  m.  Everything  appertaining  to  the  vessel  is  in  charge  of  Ensign 
Chester. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Williams, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding . 

Lieut.  Commander  Chas.  E.  Fleming,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Chester,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  a  launch  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Sagamore. 

U.  S.  S.  Sagamore, 

Off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla. ,  November  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  started  with  an  armed  boat 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  different  rivers  between  here  and  Bay- 
port,  in  company  with  the  schooner  Annie.  Nothing  of  any  importance 
transpired  until  the  morning  of  the  7th,  when  we  discovered  a  sail  to 
the  northward  and  westward,  apparently  standing  in  for  the  land.  The 
wind  being  light,  we  immediately  gave  chase  with  our  boat  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  boarding  her  at  11  a.  m.,  in  about  latitude  28°  36',  longitude 
82°  55',  depth  of  water  4  fathoms.  Upon  examination  she  proved  to 
be  the  schooner  Paul,  from  Havana,  with  an  assorted  cargo.  Consid¬ 
ering  her  a  prize,  I  brought  her  here  for  your  further  orders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  R.  Chester, 
Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 

Lieut.  Commander  Chas.  E.  Fleming, 

Commanding  Cunboat  Sagamore. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

November  15,  1863. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Adela . 

Beauregard . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Clyde . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Honduras . 

Huntsville . . 

James  L.  Davis . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

James  S.  Chambers . 

Marigold . . 

Pursuit . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall. . 

Restless . 

Roebuck  . 

Sagamore . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Sunflower  . . . " . 

Tahoma . 

Tioga . 

Wanderer . 

Annie . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  W.  Morris _ 

Ariel . 

Carmita . 

Fox . 

Julia . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  J.  T.  Bowling. 

Rosalie . 

Sea  Bird . 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters . 

Actg.  Master  C.  H.  Rockwell . 

Class  and  station. 


Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  Between  Jupiter  Inlet  and 
Cape  Canaveral. 

Steamer.  Latitude  25°,  between  longi¬ 
tude  82°  and  85°. 

Ordnance  ship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Underway  for  latitude  29° 
30',  between  longitude  86°  and  88°. 

Schooner.  Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Under  survey  at  Key  West. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Supplying  squadron. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay;  ordered  to 
Key  West. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Bark.  En  route  to  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Steamer.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks, 

Steamer.  Latitude  28°  30',  between 
longitude  85°  and  87°. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Steamer.  Latitude  28°  30',  between 
longitude  85°  and  87°. 

Schooner.  Hospital  vessel,  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Sagamore.  Be¬ 
tween  Bayport  and  Suwanee  River. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Charlotte  Harbor  and 
Tampa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Attached  to  storehouse 
lighter,  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie.  Guard 
vessel,  Boca  Chica. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea. 
Between  Charlotte  Harbor  and 
Estero  Keys. 

Schooner.  'Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar 
Keys. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Tahoma.  Re¬ 
fitting  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar 
Keys. 


Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Potter ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  to  proceed  to 
duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  November  16 ,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Rachel  Seaman  is  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with 
her  to  Key  West  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  for  duty  in 
the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Master  Chas.  Potter, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  New  York. 


Cruising  instructions  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy 
to  Captain  Scott ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Be  Soto. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  November  £0,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  cruise 
in  and  about  the  North  East  Providence  Channel,  for  the  purpose  of 
intercepting  and  capturing  any  vessels  that  you  may  encounter  on  the 
high  seas  which  may  have  violated  the  blockade  instituted  by  the 
U.  S.  Government,  or  which  may  afford  a  reasonable  ground  for  sus¬ 
picion  that  they  intend  doing  so.  You  will  make  yourself  familiar 
with  my  General  Order  No.  2,  dated  January  1, 1863  (it  is  presumed 
that  you  are  already  familiar  with  the  circular  instructions  issued  by 
the  Department  under  date  May  14,  1862,  and  August  18,  1863),  and 
be  governed  thereby  in  making  captures.  Should  a  chase  carry  you 
within  sight  of  any  neutral  foreign  country,  too  much  care  can  not  be 
exercised  to  determine  with  accuracy  your  own  position  and  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  chase  at  different  stages  of  the  operation,  with  a  view  to 
refuting  any  false  allegations  that  may  be  subsequently  made  by  our 
enemies  or  their  sympathizers  of  any  violation  of  neutral  territory. 

The  general  limits  of  your  cruising  ground  may  be  stated  as  between 
the  parallels  of  25°  and  27°  north  latitude,  and  between  the  meridians 
of  75°  and  77°  west  longitude;  but  the  entire  waters  and  islands  to  the 
northward  and  westward  of  Crooked  Island  Passage  have  just  been 
placed  within  the  limits  of  my  command,  and  until  other  vessels  can 
be  assigned  to  particular  portions  of  this  ground  much  will  necessa¬ 
rily  be  left  to  your  discretion.  The  Tioga  will  follow  you  with  similar 
orders  to  these  in  a  few  days,  and  efforts  will  be  made  to  increase  this 
force  on  and  about  the  Bahama  Banks. 

In  the  event  of  taking  prizes  you  will  send  them  to  some  Northern 
port  for  adjudication,  if,  in  your  opinion,  their  importance  and  their 
ability  to  go  upon  our  coast  in  the  winter  time  should  render  it  advis¬ 
able.  Otherwise  you  will  send  them  to  this  place. 

You  will  return  here  when  necessary  for  further  supplies  of  coal  or 

P'lt  isTot  improbable  that  by  extending  your  observations  on  the 
parallel  of  28°  as  far  as  longitude  79°  west,  and  on  the  meridian  of  75° 
as  far  as  latitude  24°  north,  the  chances  of  successful  cruising  may  be 
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largely  increased.  Experience  has  also  shown  the  necessity  of  con¬ 
cealing  your  movements  by  keeping  for  the  most  part  out  of  sight  of 
land. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  De  Soto. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Me  Ca/uley,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  the  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Tioga. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  November  23,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  Fort 
Henry  to  Acting  Master  F.  W.  Partridge,  having  first  disrated  all  the 
petty  officers  who  have  been  rated  by  yourself,  after  which  you  will 
relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Stanton  in  the  command  of  the  "gunboat 
Tioga.  You  are  recommended  to  reinstate  the  petty  officers  of  the 
Tioga  in  their  previous  ratings  until  good  cause  is  shown  to  the 
contrary. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edw.  Y.  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Fort  Henry. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Stanton,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  transfer  the  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Tioga. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  November  23,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  Tioga  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley,  having  just  disrated  all  the  petty 
officers  wrho  are  enlisted  men;  after  which  you  will  (agreeably  to  an 
order  to  me  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy)  proceed  to  New  Orleans 
by  the  first  public  conveyance  and  report  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell 
for  the  command  of  the  gunboat  Pinola. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  O.  F.  Stanton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Tioga. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Rockwell ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  Two  Sisters ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 

Maria  Alberta  November  27,  1863. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Two  Sisters, 

Off  Anclote  Keys ,  West  Coast  of  Florida ,  November  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  capture 
of  the  English  schooner  ATaria  Alberta  on  the  27th  instant  by  this 
vessel. 

During  the  night  of  the  26th  instant  I  anchored  on  St.  Martin’s 
Reef,  in  the  latitude  28°  45'  N.,  longitude  82°  50'  W.  At  daylight 
on  the  27th  discovered  a  sail  bearing  S.  E.,  distant  about  9  miles; 
weighed  anchor  and  made  all  sail  in  chase.  The  chase  was  soon 
made  out  to  be  a  schooner  under  the  English  flag,  evidently  endeav¬ 
oring  to  work  over  the  reef  to  Bayport.  Continued  chasing,  finding 
very  shoal  water,  and  dragging  over  the  bottom  continually.  At 
8:30  commenced  firing  shell  at  her,  but  at  the  second  fire  tore  up 
the  chock  from  the  deck,  and  was  consequently  obliged  to  fire  with 
the  gun  secured  with  ropes,  which  process,  lacking  steadiness,  mate¬ 
rially  interfered  with  the  accuracy  of  the  firing.  She  paid  no  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  explosion  of  projectiles  near  her,  but  continued  endeavoring 
to  enter  the  harbor.  At  this  time  a  pilot  boat  came  out  of  the  harbor 
and  passed  near  her,  but  immediately  went  back  into  the  harbor.  At 
the  time  of  commencing  to  fire  at  her  I  launched  my  boat  with  an 
armed  crew  and  sent  her  in  [charge]  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Mon¬ 
tague.  The  chase,  finding  that  the  boat  would  intercept  her,  soon 
kept  off  to  the  S.  S.  W.  and  made  all  sail  to  run  offshore.  In  keep¬ 
ing  off  in  the  chase  this  vessel  ran  onto  a  bed  of  rocks  and  lay  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  but  floating  at  10:45  a.  m.  we  followed  in  chase, 
the  boat  having  continued  in  pursuit  while  we  were  ashore.  We  con¬ 
tinued  to  gain  rapidly  on  her  until  12:20,  when,  on  firing  a  shell  over 
her,  she  rounded  to  and  was  boarded  by  the  boat  at  the  same  time 
that  this  vessel  came  up  with  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  schooner 
ATaria  Alberta,  cleared  from  Havana  for  Matamoras,  but  endeavoring 
to  run  the  blockade  into  Bayport.  She  had  English  papers  and  flag, 
and  was  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo. 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Rockwell, 

Acting  Afaster,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler, 

Commanding  Flagship  San  Jacinto. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Rockwell,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  capture  of 
the  schooner  Maria  Alberta ,  November  27,  1863. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  December  6,  1863. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  agreeable  duty  to  commend  you  and  those  under 
your  command  for  the  energy  and  determination  displayed  in  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  schooner  Maria  Alberta.  The  results  of  captures  made 
under  such  difficulties  are  not  to  be  measured  by  the  value  of  prize  so 
much  as  by  the  discouragement  to  our  enemies  at  finding  that  no 
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obstacles  are  sufficient  to  divert  our  seamen  from  a  vigorous  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  the  chase. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  read  this  letter  on  the  quarter-deck  at  gen¬ 
eral  muster. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Chas.  H.  Rockwell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Tender  Schooner  Two  Sisters. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  30 ,  1863. 
Send  the  Hendrick  Hudson  to  Key  West  to  report  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bailey. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Boston. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

December  1,  1863. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Class  and  station. 


Beauregard . 

Clyde . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott ... 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  A.  N.  Gould 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Honduras . 

Huntsville . 

James  L.  Davis . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales 

James  S.  Chambers . 

Marigold . 

Nita  . . 

Pursuit . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt  W  P  Randall 

Restless . 

Roebuck . 

Sagamore . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Ac.tg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb 

Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Tioga . 

Wanderer . . . 

Annie . 

Ariel . 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Harrison . 

Carmita . 

Fox . 

Jtllia . . . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  J.  T.  Bowling. 

Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  Refitting  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Latitude  25°  between  longi¬ 
tude  82°  and  85°. 

Ordnance  storeship  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Off  N.  E.  Providence  Chan¬ 
nel. 

Schooner.  Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  At  Key  West  for  repairs. 

Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Loading  with  supplies  for 
squadron. 

Steamer.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Bark.  Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Fitting  out  at  Key  'West. 

Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Steamer.  Preparing  for  sea  at  Key 
West. 

Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Off  St.  Marks. 

Steamer.  Calking  at  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Tampa  Bay. 

Steamer.  Calking  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  In  ordinary  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Sagamore.  Be¬ 
tween  Crystal  F.iver  and  Suwanee 
River. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tam¬ 
pa  Bay. 

Schooner.  Attached  to  storehouse; 
used  as  lighter;  in  harbor  of  Key 
West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Refitting  at  Key  West. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie.  Guard 
vessel  at  Boca  Chica, 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  December  1,  1863 — Cont’d. 


Name. 


Rank. 


Class  and  station. 


Rosalie _ 

Sea  Bird... 
Stonewall  . 
Two  Sisters 


Actg.  Master  I’.  F.  Coffin 


Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter  . . . 
Actg.  Master  C.  H.  Rockwell 


Sloop.  Tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea. 
Between  Estero  Bay  and  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto.  Be¬ 
tween  St.  Mark’s  and  Cedar  Keys. 
Schooner.  Tender  to  Tahoma.  Re¬ 
pairing  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar  Keys. 


Respectfully, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral , 


Theodorus  Bailey. 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg. '  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Woodbury,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  proqoosed  organization  of 
a  volunteer  force  for  operations  between  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

December  2,  1863. 

My  Dear  General:  Mr.  Enoch  Daniels,  a  refugee  from  the  main¬ 
land  near  Charlotte  Harbor,  arrived  here  to-day  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  you  with  reference  to  raising  a  volunteer  force  to  occupy 
and  conquer  the  country  between  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa  Bay, 
from  which  section  of  the  rebel  State  about  1,500  head  of  cattle  are 
furnished  weekly  for  the  supply  of  the  rebel  army  in  the  field. 

Mr.  Daniel  hopes,  if  you  think  well  of  his  adventure,  to  organize 
recruits  among  the  refugees  at  present  in  Key  West,  who  will  be 
required  to  be  mustered  into  the  service,  armed,  equipped,  and 
rationed,  and  a  small  body  of  regular  volunteers,  say  100,  well  com¬ 
manded  as  a  nucleus.  If  you  think  well  of  his  proposition,  1  will 
endeavor  to  furnish  the  required  transportation  to  Peace  Creek  or 
Charlotte  Harbor,  and  the  protection  which  can  be  afforded  by  the 
neighboring  blockading  vessels. 

Begging  you  to  hear  his  story  and  judge  of  its  feasibility, 

I  remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sguad/rori. 

Brigadier-General  [D.  P.  Woodbury]. 


Destruction  of  extensive  salt  works  in  Lake  Ocala  and  St.  Andrew'1 s 
Bay,  Florida,  December  2,  10,  and  18,  1863,  under  the  direction  of 
Acting  Master  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U  S.  bark  Restless. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

No.  391.1  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  gratification  of  reporting  a  very  important  service 
performed  by  the  blockading  force  at  St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  under  the 
command  of  Acting  Master  William  R.  Browne,  in  destroying  a  very 
extensive  and  valuable  quantity  of  salt  works,  both  at  Lake  Ocala  and 
in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay.  The  circumstances  are  as  follows: 

On  December  2  a  boat  was  dispatched  from  the  bark  Restless,  then 
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lying  at  St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  to  Lake  Ocala  (some  20  miles  to  the 
westward),  where  Acting  Ensign  James  J.  Russell  landed  with  his 
men  and  marched  some  5  miles  inland  to  Kent’s  salt  works — con¬ 
sisting  of  three  different  establishments — and  utterly  destroyed  them. 
There  were  6  steamboat  boilers  at  this  place,  cut  in  half  lengthwise, 
and  7  kettles  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  each  holding  300  gal¬ 
lons.  They  were  in  the  practice  of  turning  out  130  bushels  of  salt 
daily.  Beside  destroying  these  boilers,  a  large  quantity  of  salt  was 
thrown  into  the  lake,  2  large  flatboats,  and  6  ox  carts  were  demolished, 
and  17  prisoners  were  taken,  who  were  paroled  and  released,  as  the 
boat  was  too  small  to  bring  them  away. 

On  the  10th  of  December  Acting  Ensign  Edwin  Crissey  arrived  at 
St.  Andrew’s  Sound  from  the  East  Pass  of  Santa  Rosa  Sound,  with  the 
stern-wheel  steamer  Bloomer  and  her  tender,  the  sloop  Caroline.,  hav¬ 
ing  heard  of  the  expedition  to  Lake  Ocala,  and  placed  his  command  at 
the  disposal  of  Acting  Master  Browne  for  more  extensive  operations 
near  St.  Andrew’s.  Accordingly,  3  officers  and  48  men  were  sent  from 
the  Restless  to  the  Bloomer ,  and  she  proceeded  to  West  Bay,  where  the 
rebel  Government’s  salt  works  were  first  destroyed,  which  produced  400 
bushels  daily.  At  this  place  there  were  27  buildings,  22  large  boilers, 
and  some  200  kettles,  averaging  200  gallons  each;  all  of  which  were 
destroyed,  together  with  2,000  bushels  of  salt  and  some  storehouses  con¬ 
taining  three  months’  provisions,  the  whole  estimated  at  half  a  million 
of  dollars.  From  this  point  the  expedition  proceeded  down  the  bay, 
destroying  private  salt  works,  which  lined  each- side  for  a  distance  of 
7  miles,  to  the  number  of  198  different  establishments,  averaging  2 
boilers  and  2  kettles  each,  together  with  large  quantities  of  salt;  507 
kettles  were  dug  up  and  rendered  useless,  and  over  300  buildings  were 
destroyed,  together  with  27  wagons  and  5  large  flatboats.  The  entire 
damage  to  the  enemy  is  estimated  by  Acting  Master  Browne  at  three 
millions  of  dollars.  Thirty -one  contrabands  employed  at  these  works 
gladly  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  escape,  and  were  of 
great  service  in  pointing  out  the  places  where  the  kettles  were  buried 
for  concealment. 


In  the  meantime,  while  these  operations  were  going  on.  Acting 
Master  Browne  got  underway  in  the  bark  Restless  and  ran  up  to  within 
800  yards  of  the  town  of  St.  Andrew’s,  which  had  been  reported  to 
him  by  deserters  as  being  occupied  only  by  a  military  force  for  the 
last  ten  months,  and  commenced  shelling  the  place  and  some  soldiery, 
who  made  a  speedy  retreat  to  the  woods.  Selecting  the  weathermost 
houses  for  a  target,  the  town  was  fired  by  the  third  shell  and  32  houses 
were  soon  reduced  to  ashes.  No  resistance  was  offered  to  our  people 
throughout  the  affair. 

Acting  Master  Browne  reports  that  his  work  is  not  yet  half  done, 
as  there  are  over  100  salt  works  in  East  and  West  bays,  which  he  con¬ 
templates  destroying.  He  also  speaks  in  high  terms  of  Acting  Ensigns 
James  J.  Russell  and  Charles  N.  Hicks  and  the  48  men  from  the  Rest- 
less,  as  also  of  Acting  Ensign  Edwin  Crissey  and  the  6  men  belonging 
to  the  Bloomer ,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  his 
orders. 

Respectfully, 


Theodokus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Bastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  regarding 

expedition  to  Lake  Ocala  under  the  direction  of  Acting  Ensign  Russell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  of 

that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla .,  December  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  that  just  about  dusk 
on  the  evening  of  December  2  we  descried  from  our  masthead  a  black 
smoke,  a  long  distance  seaward,  moving  westward.  I  supposed  it  to  be 
a  steam  blockade  runner,  bound  in  somewhere  on  the  coast,  and,  being 
credibly  informed  that  Lake  Ocala  has  been  resorted  to  as  a  place 
for  running  and  receiving  cargoes,  I  fitted  out  the  first  cutter  and  9 
men  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  J.  Russell  with  orders  to 
proceed  up  the  coast  as  far  as  Lake  Ocala,  in  hopes  of  cutting  her  out 
if  that  was  her  destination. 

I  also  ordered  him  (in  case  he  found  no  vessel  there)  to  land  his 
party,  with  the  exception  of  enough  to  take  charge  of  the  boat,  and 
proceed  up  the  cart  road  which  leads  from  the  sea  to  Kent’s  salt  works, 
5  miles  inland,  and  destroy  the  whole  affair,  and  well  did  he  accom¬ 
plish  his  mission. 

After  reaching  the  lake,  no  vessel  being  in  sight,  he  landed  his  party 
and  marched  to  the  works,  and  effectually  destroyed  them,  consisting 
of  three  different  establishments,  having  6  steamboat  boilers  cut  in 
half  lengthways,  and  7  iron  kettles  made  expressly  for  the  purpose, 
each  holding  300  gallons,  and  turning  out  130  bushels  of  salt  per  day. 
He  also  hove  a  large  quantity  of  salt  into  the  lake,  and  on  his  return  to 
the  boat  he  demolished  2  large  flatboats  and  6  ox  carts,  used  for 
hauling  salt  or  cargo. 

Seventeen  prisoners  were  taken,  but,  the  boat  being  too  small  to 
convey  them  to  the  ship,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  release  them, 
after  administering  an  oath  never  to  take  up  arms  against  the  United 
States  Government.  You  will  please  find  enclosed  a  chart  of  the  lake; 
also  2  Confederate  newspapers  found  upon  the  person  of  one  Jordon, 
overseer  of  the  works. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  Acting  Ensign  J.  J. 
Russell  and  the  men  under  his  command  who  composed  this  expedi¬ 
tion  as  deserving  great  praise  in  destroying  so  effectually  one  of  the 
most  extensive  salt  works  upon  this  coast,  to  accomplish  which  took 
ten  hours  of  hard  labor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  regarding 
expedition  to  St.  Andrew's  Sound  under  the  direction  of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bloomer. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Florida,  December  15,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  on  the  morning  of  December  10  the 
U.  S.  S.  Bloomer,.  Captain  Edwin  Crissey,  and  sloop  Caroline ,  her 
tender,  came  to  this  place  from  East  Pass,  Santa  Rosa  Island,  to  render 
us  assistance  in  the  destruction  of  the  numerous  salt  works  on  this 
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bay,  having  heard  of  our  dash  a  few  days  before  on  the  Government 
salt  works  at  Lake  Ocala,  7  miles  from  Santa  Rosa  Bay. 

Captain  Crissey  tendered  me  the  Bloom, er  and  Caroline  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  that  object,  informing  me  if  I  would  place  men  and  arms 
on  board  of  his  vessel  he  would  stay  and  render  me  all  the  assistance 
he  possibly  could.  I  gladly  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity,  and 
placed  48  men  and  3  officers,  armed  and  provisioned  for  4  days,  on 
board,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Bear  Creek  (at  the  head  of  North 
Bay)  and  if  possible  cut  out  a  schooner  loaded  with  100  bales  of  cotton, 
which  lay  4^  miles  up  the  creek.  This  accomplished,  to  proceed  to  W est 
Bay  and  destroy  the  extensive  Government  salt  works,  which  yielded 
daily  400  bushels  of  salt,  while  I  would  destroy  the  headquarters  of 
the  rebel  companies  stationed  at  St.  Andrew’s  (to  protect  the  numerous 
salt  works  on  East  and  West  Bay),  numbering  277  men,  who  held  it 
with  one  fieldpiece  to  keep  the  hands  employed  at  the  Government 
salt  works  supplied  with  tish,  oysters,  etc.,  and  to  prevent  contra¬ 
bands  and  refugees  from  coming  off  to  the  blockade.  These  men 
were  always  upon  the  alert  for  an  opportunity  to  shoot  our  men  who 
land  for  wood  on  the  main,  there  being  none  on  the  island.  At  8  p.  m. , 
the  wind  freshening  ahead,  I  came  to  and  ordered  the  steamer  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  her  misson.  At  daylight  next  morning  I  got  underway  with 
the  bark  and  ran  up  to  within  800  yards  of  the  town.  Before  opening 
upon  it  we  saw  2  cavalry  officers  and  numerous  infantry,  who  quickly 
fled  after  our  second  shot  to  the  woods  where  their  companions  lay 
concealed. 

Selecting  the  largest  group  of  houses  we  succeeded  in  firing  it,  our 
third  shell  bursting  in  one  of  the  houses  at  the  southeast  end.  The 
wind  being  E.  S.  E.  communicated  the  flames  quickly  to  the  others, 
consisting  of  32  houses  and  shanties,  which  were  speedily  reduced  to 
ashes,  and  will  no  more  afford  shelter,  as  heretofore,  to  the  enemy, 
from  which  the}7  watched  the  proceedings  of  all  which  took  place  in 
or  about  this  harbor. 

I  would  now  most  respectfully  call  your  particular  attention  to  the 
expedition  on  board  the  Bloomer  and  the  almost  incalculable  destruc¬ 
tion  of  salt  works,  salt,  provisions,  materials,  etc,.,  pertaining  to  the 
manufacture  of  this  essential  article,  which  they  accomplished. 

The  Government  works  [were]  under  the  command  of  a  Mr.  Clen- 
denin,  which  turned  out  daily  400  bushels  of  salt.  This  was  one  of 
the  best  located  in  West  Bay,  being  situated  in  a  marsh,  the  water  of 
which  yielded  75  gallons  of  salt  to  100  gallons  of  water.  It  was  in  fact 
a  complete  village,  covering  a  space  of  three-fourths  of  a  square  mile, 
employing  many  hands  and  16  ox  and  mule  teams  constantly  to  haul 
salt  to  Eufaula  Sound,  and  from  thence  conveyed  to  Montgomery,  at 
which  place  it  is  selling  at  fabulous  prices — $40  and  $45  per  bushel. 

At  this  place  were  27  buildings,  and  22  large  steam  boilers,  and  300 
kettles  averaging  200  gallons  each,  which  cost  the  Government  $5  per 
gallon,  all  of  which  were  totally  destroyed,  besides  2,000  bushels  of 
salt,  and  storehouses  filled  with  corn  meal,  bacon,  sirup,  and  other 
provisions,  enough  to  supply  those  employed  three  months,  the  whole 
of  which  was  so  effectually  destroyed  that  every  vestige  of  this  salt 
village  has  entirely  disappeared,  the  whole  of  which  can  not  be  esti¬ 
mated  of  a  less  value  than  $500,000. 

After  which  they  proceeded  down  the  bay  and  destroyed  the  salt 
works  which  lined  each  side  for  7  miles  (belonging  to  private  indi¬ 
viduals),  numbering  at  least  198  different  works,  averaging  2  boilers 
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and  10  kettles  each;  also  destroying  a  large  quantity  of  salt.  Five 
hundred  and  seven  kettles  were  dug  up  and  rendered  useless;  over  300 
buildings  of  various  sizes,  used  as  storehouses,  etc.,  were  destroyed, 
together  with  27  wagons  and  carts  and  5  large  flatboats. 

These  works,  with  the  Government  works,  could  not  have  cost  less 
than  $3,000,000. 

Thirty-one  contrabands  (two  of  whom  were  females)  belonging  to 
these  works  gladly  gave  themselves  up  to  us  and  assisted  materially 
in  destroying  the  works  and  digging  up  kettles,  which  were  buried  in 
the  swamp  and  would  never  have  come  to  light  had  they  not  pointed 
them  out  to  us. 

This  bay  was  considered  a  safe  place  to  pursue  the  making  of  salt,  and 
on  either  side  for  7  miles  there  could  be  seen  one  continued  string  of 
salt  works.  A  Mr.  Blunt,  an  intelligent  man,  who  had  been  engaged 
in  this  business,  said  the  swamps  in  this  bay  were  the  best  adapted  in 
the  whole  Confederacy  for  the  location  of  salt  works,  as  the  continued 
drought  in  this  region  for  the  past  three  years  had  caused  the  evapo¬ 
ration  of  nearly  all  the  fresh  water,  leaving  at  least  75  per  cent  of  salt 
in  the  water  remaining.  Besides  this,  the  salt  made  here  was  of  better 
quality  than  that  procured  at  any  other  place,  not  excepting  the  cele¬ 
brated  salt  works  in  Virginia,  and  the  destruction  we  had  made  would 
be  “a  greater  blow,  and  more  severely  felt,  than  the  falling  of 
Charleston.” 

But  our  work  is  not  yet  half  done.  There  are  over  100  salt  works 
in  East  and  West  bays,  which  I  contemplate  destroying.  I  send  for 
your  disposal  21  contrabands,  reserving  the  remainder  for  boat’s  crew 
and  to  assist  in  finding  buried  kettles,  etc.,  of  the  other  works. 
Enclosed  please  find  various  letters  collected  at  the  destroyed  works. 
I  would  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  Acting  Ensigns  James 
J.  Russell  and  Charles  N.  Hicks,  of  this  vessel,  and  the  men  under 
their  command,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  my 
orders  and  cooperated  with  Captain  Crissev,  of  the  Bloomer ,  whose 
force  of  6  men  made  the  total  of  51  men  and  1  officers  engaged  in 
this  expedition. 

Very  respectfulty,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Corndg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  T Vest,  Fla. 

[enclosure.] 

Rebel  troops  stationed  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  at  the  time  I  destroyed 
the  extensive  salt  works  in  West  and  East  Bay,  and  also  the  town  of 
St.  Andrew’s,  in  which  380  different  salt  works  were  totally  demolished, 
1,000  kettles  and  a  large  number  of  steam  boilers,  over  500  houses 
and  other  property,  to  the  amount  of  $3,787,698,  on  the  11th  day  of 
December,  1863: 


[William  E.]  Anderson’s  company  of  infantry  (men  well  equipped) .  72 

[  Walter  J.]  Robinson’s  company  of  infantry  (men  well  equipped) .  125 

[E.  A.]  Curry’s  company  of  infantry  (men  well  equipped) .  100 

[D.  D.]  McLean’s  company  of  infantry . .  40 

[Gabriel  J.]  Floyd’s  company  of  infantry .  40 


377 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


599 


'Wm.  A.]  Jeter’s  cavalry . .  .  60 


Win.  H.]  Milton’s  cavalry .  170 

Clinton]  Thigpin  cavalry .  82 

-  312 

Total  rebel  troops .  689 

Federal  sailors .  92 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  St. 

Andrew’s  Bay. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla. ,  December  20 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant,  having  finished  repairing  the 
boilers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Bloomer ,  which  were  so  much  out  of  repair  that 
we  could  not  proceed  to  the  final  destruction  of  the  remaining  salt  works 
in  this  bay  until  the}'  had  undergone  a  hasty  and  partial  repairing  and 
supplied  with  four  extra  days’  fuel  (pine  wood),  I  repaired  on  board 
with  Acting  Ensigns  James  J.  Russell  and  Henry  Eason  and  47  men. 
As  the  moon  was  quite  large,  I  concluded  not  to  make  a  start  until 
after  she  had  set,  but  the  wind,  which  had  been  light  from  the  N.  IV., 
suddenly  freshened  to  a  double  reef  topsail  breeze.  At  10:30  it  blew 
still  harder,  so  much  so  that  it  was  thought  by  Captain  Crissey  and 
the  pilot  that  the  steamer  would  not  be  able  to _ stem  the  strong  ebb 
tide  at  that  time  running,  especially  as  the  boilers  leaked  so  badly 
on  the  expedition.  The  fires  were  nearly  extinguished,  besides,  we 
had  her  tender,  a  sloop  of  some  60  tons,  alongside  to  tow,  the  wind 
being  dead  ahead.  But  as  my  men  were  all  on  board  and  provisioned 
only  for  four  days  and  Captain  Crissey  anxious  to  return  to  his 
station,  his  time  of  absence  having  already  expired,  1  determined  to 
make  the  attempt.  At  11:30,  steam  being  up,  we  weighed  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  on,  and  so  strong  was  the  wind  and  the  tide  against  us  that  we 
gained  onl}"  1  mile  in  three  hours,  the  captain  and  pilot  saying  we 
must  give  it  up.  I  urged  them  to  keep  on,  as  after  midnight  1  was 
confident  the  wind  would  moderate,  and  at  3  a.  m.  the  tide  would  turn 
in  our  favor.  At  1:30  a.  m.  the  wind  began  to  abate,  and  at  3  a.  m. 
the  tide  turned. 

We  had  now  only  got  as  far  as  Red  Fish  Point,  a  distance  of  4  miles 
from  our  starting  point,  at  11:  30  p.  m.  By  daylight  we  were  through 
the  narrowest  part  of  the  bay,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  salt 
works,  10  miles  above  St.  Andrew’s. 

The  officers  and  men  were  landed  under  the  cover  of  our  guns  and 
occupied  the  rest  of  the  day  in  destroying  the  remaining  salt  works, 
90  in  number,  with  a  large  number  of  kettles  and  boilers  and  30  build¬ 
ings  or  salt  sheds. 

The  pickets  stationed  at  Parker’s  house  seeing  us  gave  the  alarm, 
and  the  rebels  destroyed  the  remaining  works  by  setting  them  on  fire 
to  keep  them  from  being  destroyed  by  us. 

We  skirted  this  bay  for  a  distance  of  15  miles,  10  of  which  were 
covered  near  the  beach  with  some  300  salt  works,  all  of  which  the 
enemy  destroyed  with  the  exception  of  the  90  we  demolished. 

Having  cleared  the  three  arms  of  this  extensive  bay  of  salt  works 
we  returned  to  this  ship.  On  our  way  back  we  saw  large  fires  in  West 
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Bay  in  the  direction  of  some  salt  works  we  had  not  destroyed  and 
supposed  the  rebel,  Captain  Robinson,  had  ordered  them  to  be  destroyed 
to  prevent  us  from  doing  it,  which  proved  to  be  the  case.  Upon  my 
arrival  at  the  ship  I  found  three  deserters  from  Anderson’s  company 
had  come  off  and  delivered  up  their  arms  and  said  they  were  ready  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government  and  that 
all  the  privates  in  the  companies  of  Anderson  and  Robinson  were 
heartily  tired  of  the  war;  even  Captain  Anderson  had  resigned  and 
gone  home,  and  33  men,  and  now,  all  the  salt  works  in  this  vicinity  were 
destroyed,  many  would  starve  to  death. 

The  oath  of  allegiance  was  administered  to  three  of  these  men,  and 
who  joined  this  ship,  having  entered  the  service  for  one  year.  Within 
the  past  ten  days  290  salt  works,  33  covered  wagons,  12  flatboats,  2 
sloops  (5  tons  each),  6  ox  carts,  4,000  bushels  of  salt,  268  buildings  at 
the  different  salt  works,  529  iron  kettles  averaging  150  gallons  each, 
105  iron  boilers  for  boiling  brine  [were  destroyed],  and  it  is  believed 
from  what  we  saw  that  the  enemy  destroyed  as  many  more  to  prevent 
us  from  doing  so.  Forty-eight  contrabands  and  prisoners  have  been 
taken  and  five  deserters  from  the  army  have  come  and  delivered  them¬ 
selves  up  and  entered  our  service.  Seventeen  persons  have  been 
paroled  after  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  not  to  take  up  arms 
against  us. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  add  that  52  men  and  4  officers  were 
employed  in  the  destruction  of  these  works — 47  men,  3  officers,  and 
myself  from  the  Restless ,  5  men  and  1  officer  from  the  Bloomer — all  of 
which  deserve  great  praise  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  car¬ 
ried  out  my  every  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne. 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  /Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  for  yourself,  and  to  convey  to 
the  officers  and  men  under  your  command,*  my  commendation  for  the 
very  important  service  performed  in  the  destruction  of  the  extensive 
and  valuable  salt  works,  both  at  Bake  Ocala  and  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 
I  have  taken  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the  details  of  these  operations 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  another  instance  of  the  zeal  and  energy 
which  animate  this  squadron  and  as  another  severe  blow  to  the  enemy. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  R.  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Restless. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  later  operations  in 

St.  Andrew's  Bay. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  T Vest,  January  % 7 ,  186 f 

Sir:  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the 
promise  made  by  Acting'  Master  W illiam  R.  Browne,  commanding  bark 
Restless ,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  last  report  concerning  the  destruction 
of  extensive  salt  works  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  namely, 
that  he  would  complete  the  work  so  handsomely  begun,  appears  to 
have  been  kept.  He  reports  that  he  went  on  board  the  stern-wheel 
steamer  Bloom, er,  with  2  officers  and  47  men  belonging  to  the  Restless , 
and  proceeded  up  the  bay,  against  very  unfavorable  circumstances  of 
darkness,  wind,  and  tide,  some  10  miles  above  St.  Andrew’s,  where  his 
force  was  landed,  and  destroyed  some  90  additional  salt  works,  together 
with  all  the  boilers,  kettles,  and  buildings  attached  to  them;  where¬ 
upon  the  enemy  commenced  the  destruction  of  some  200  more,  which 
were  in  advance  of  our  party,  and  thus  saved  us  from  all  further  trouble, 
except  skirting  along  the  bay  for  the  distance  of  15  miles,  to  make 
sure  that  the  work  of  destruction  had  been  well  performed  by  them. 
Deserters  from  Captain  Anderson’s  and  Robinson’s  companies  reported 
subsequently  that  both  officers  and  men  had  broken  up  and  gone  home, 
as  the  destruction  of  the  salt  works,  which  they  were  ordered  to  guard, 
had  been  so  complete,  and  6  of  them  have  enlisted  in  the  Navy,  after 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Acting  Master  Browne  again  speaks  in  terms  of  commendation  of 
the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  this  service,  including  Acting  Ensign 
Crissey  and  the  five  men  composing  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Bloomer. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Bast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Ensign  Sears ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  Eastern 
Gulf  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  December  J,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  carefully  with  the  U.  S.  steam  tug  Honeysuckle  to  Key 
West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey  for 
duty  in  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Ensign  Cyrus  Sears,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Steam  Tug  Honeysuckle ,  New  York. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Fleming ,  £7.  /S'.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore , 
regarding  vessels  reported  as  trading  between  Suwanee  River  and 
Harcana. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  December  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  information  from  a  reliable  source  that  the  following- 
vessels  are  trading  between  Suwanee  River  and  Havana,  viz  :  Steamer 
Little  Lilly ,  steamer  Union ,  steamer  Lsabel ,  steamer  (not  known). 

And  that  the  Little  Lilly  makes  two  trips  to  the  Suwanee  per  month 
with  the  regularity  of  a  mail  packet,  two  pilots  being  stationed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  pilot  them  in.  If  it  be  possible  I  would  like  to 
have  those  pilots  captured  and  the  stakes  marking  the  entrance 
removed  to  a  locality  that  would  insure  those  steamers  being  plumped 
on  shore. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  the  steamer  Nita  to  Cedar  Keys  in  about 
a  fortnight,  when,  through  your  vigilance  and  disposition  of  vessels 
and  boats,  I  shall  hope  to  hear  of  your  success  in  capturing  the  four 
steamers.  The  stakes  should  be  moved  in  the  night. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  LI  ear- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Charles  E.  Fleming, 

Commanding  Steamer  Sagamore. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Semmes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  blockade  at  Tampa, 
Fla. ,  regarding  measures  for  trapping  blockade  runners. 


[U.  S.  Flagship]  Dale, 

December'  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  the  channels  in  and  out  of  Bayport  and  the 
rivers  on  your  station,  where  the  rebels  are  in  the  habit  of  running 
the  blockade,  are  buoyed,  or  staked  out.  I  wish,  where  you  find  that 
to  be  the  case,  that  you  will  send  boats  and  pilots  in  the  night  and 
change  the  position  of  those  stakes,  buoys,  or  marks  in  such  new  loca¬ 
tion  as  will  infallibly  plump  their  vessel's  on  shore.  The  pilots  should 
at  the  same  time  be  ordered  to  observe  carefully  the  situation  of  the 
channel  from  which  they  remove  the  marks,  so  that  our  own  vessels 
may  not  get  into  the  trap  set  for  our  enemies. 

After  carrying  out  this  order,  watch  carefully  the  nets  thus  set  and 
pounce  upon  your  prey  when  aground. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc. , 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes, 

Commanding 'Blockade  at  Tampa ,  etc. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
fitting  of  the  steamer  Nitafor  service. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  December  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Referring  to  letters,  No.  290,  of  September  10,  and  No.  308, 
of  October  3, 1  would  state  that  I  hope  to  have  the  steamer  Nita  ready 
for  service  within  the  present  month,  when  she  will  be  sent  to  cruise 
between  the  Suwanee  River  and  Bayport.  Her  armament  will  consist 
of  one  rilled  12-pounder  howitzer,  in  pivot,  forward;  two  heavy  12- 
pounder  howitzers,  in  broadside,  forward;  one  smooth  24-pounder 
howitzer,  in  pivot,  aft,  and  I  have  fixed  her  complement  of  officers 
and  men  together  at  46. 

I  would  therefore  request  an  early  decision  as  to  whether  she  can  be 
considered  a  regular  cruiser  or  whether  she  can  act  only  as  a  tender. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  blaster  Sherrill,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 
Roebuck,  regarding  the  capture  of  a  small  boat  off  Indian  River. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River,  December  Ilf,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  capture  of  a  small  sloop  boat  containing 
two  men,  laden  with  16  bags  salt  and  1  box  notions,  oil'  this  place 
yesterday. 

No  papers  were  found  on  board,  and  the  master  said  he  was  from 
Green  Turtle  Cay  and  bound  for  Dixie. 

The  men,  boat,  and  cargo  will  be  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 
I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  at  time  of 
above  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master',  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

December  15,  1863. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Class  and  station. 

Adela . 

Beauregard . 

Clyde . 

Dale . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Steamer.  East  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Schooner.  On  the  ways  at  Key 
West. 

Steamer.  Latitude  25°  N.,  between 
longitude  82°  and  85°  W. 

Ordnance  storeship.  Key  West. 

Steamer.  Cruising  off  N.  E.  Provi¬ 
dence  Channel. 

Schooner.  Guard  vessel  at  Key 
West. 

Eugenie . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  December  15,  1863- 

Continued. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Partridge . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Honduras . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Huntsville . 

Actg.  Master  J.  H.  Platt . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees . 

Actg.  Master  R.  B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Yol.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne . 

Roebuck  . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

San  Jacinto . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Somerset . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  Budd . 

Stars  and  Stripes . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb . 

Sunflower ...  * . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Tioga . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Wanderer . 

Annie . 

Ariel . 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Harrison . 

Carmita . 

Fox . 

Julia . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  J.  T.  Bowling  . . 

Rosalie . 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin  . . 

Sea  Bird . 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters . 

Class  and  station. 


Steamer.  Key  West  for  repairs. 
Bark.  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Steamer.  Supplying  the  squadron. 
Steamer.  Repairing  boilers,  etc.,  at 
Key  West. 

Bark.  Calking  at  Key  W’est. 
Schooner.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Steamer.  Harbor  tug  at  Key  West. 
Steamer.  Fitting  out  at  Key  West. 
Bark.  St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Bark.  St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Bark.  Off  Indian  River. 

Steamer.  Cedar  Keys. 

Steamer.  Latitude  29°  30'  N.,  be¬ 
tween  longitude  86°  and  88°  W. 
Steamer.  West  Pass,  St.  George’s 


Sound. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 

Bay. 

Steamer. 

Steamer. 


Off  St.  Marks. 

Under  orders  for  Tampa 


Tampa  Bay. 

Repairing  machinery  at 
Key  West. 

Schooner.  In  ordinary  at  Key  West. 
ScliooneT.  Tender  to  Sagamore. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Charlotte  Harbor  and 
Cape  Sable. 

Schooner.  Attached  to  storehouse. 
Lighter  in  charge  of  naval  store¬ 
keeper. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  St.  Marks  and  Cedar 
Keys. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Eugenie.  Guard 
vessel  at  Boca  Chica. 

Sloop.  Tender  to  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Charlotte  Harbor  and  Estero  Bay. 
Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Crystal  River  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  Tahoma.  Re¬ 
fitting  at  Key  West. 

Schooner.  Tender  to  San  Jacinto. 
Between  Cedar  Keys  and  Anclote 
Keys. 


Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  RlJcdg.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Handy,  If.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  delivery  of  muskets  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  Lieutenant  Meyers,  U.  S.  Army. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  December'  16,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  deliver  to  Lieutenant  [James]  Meyers,  Forty- 
seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  16  rifled  army  muskets, 
caliber  .58,  with  all  the  accouterments  complete,  and  5,000  ball  car¬ 
tridges  for  the  same,  for  which  stores  you  will  take  the  proper  receipts. 

Respectfully, 


[T.  Bailey,] 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Commander  Robt.  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Ordnance  Ship  Dale. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  A  cting  Master 
Van  Sice,-  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sunflower,  regarding 
the  transportation  of  refugee  rangers  to  Charlotte  Harbor. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  December  16,  I860. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  on  hoard  a  company  of  refugee  rangers, 
organized  by  Brigadier-General  Woodbury  and  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Meyers,  and  consisting  of  from  25  to  30  men,  together 
with  their  camp  equipage,  and  convey  them  to  Charlotte  Harbor, 
where  you  will  report  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter  for 
further  orders.  After  having  landed  them  under  his  directions,  you 
will  proceed  to  execute  your  previous  orders. 

Respectfully, 


[T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron .] 


Acting  Master  Edw.  Van  Sice,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Sunflower. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Adm  iral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  render  assistance  to  company 
of  refugee  rangers  to  be  landed  on  an  island  in  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Confidential.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  December  16,  1863. 

Sir:  Brigadier -General  Woodbury  has  commanded  the  organization 
of  a  company  of  refugee  rangers,  intended  to  operate  on  the  main¬ 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa  Bay,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  some  regular  troops  and  under  his  own  immediate  orders. 
Some  25  or  30  men  are  already  enlisted  and  placed  in  charge  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Meyers,  of  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers.  This  detachment  is  sent  up  in  the  Sunflower  to  be  landed  on 
one  of  the  islands  in  Charlotte  Harbor  (Useppa  Island  is  considered 
the  best  for  their  present  purposes),  under  your  directions,  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  further  recruits  from  the  refugees  and  other  inhabitants 
of  that  vicinity,  and  to  await  there  the  arrival  of  the  general,  or  orders 
from  him. 

You  will  therefore  render  them  every  assistance  in  your  power  and 
protect  them  with  your  guns  and  all  the  force  under  your  command, 
if  necessary. 

Respectfully,  [T.  Bailey,] 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
detachment  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Crane,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  duty 
under  Brigadier- General  Woodbury,  TJ.  S.  Army,  in  command  of 
refugee  rangers. 

No.  385.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  December  17,  1863. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  D.  P.  Woodbury,  com¬ 
manding  district  of  Key  West,  etc.,  I  have  this  day  detached  Acting 


606 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON. 


Master’s  Mate  Henry  A.  Crane  from  duty  on  board  the  sloop  (tender) 
Rosalie ,  and  ordered  him  to  report  to  General  Woodbury  for  such 
temporary  duty  connected  with  the  Army  as  he  may  be  pleased  to 
direct.  The  general  commanding  this  district  is  organizing  a  company 
of  refugee  rangers  to  cooperate  with  some  of  the  troops  under  his 
command,  in  preventing  the  supplies  of  cattle  from  being  sent  to  the 
rebel  army  from  the  region  about  Tampa,  amounting  to  some  1,500  or 
2,000  a  week;  and  it  is  thought  that  Mr.  Crane’s  experience  in  military 
matters  will  be  of  great  service  on  the  expedition  and  that  his  popu- 
larit}^  among  the  Union  men  and  disgusted  rebels  of  Florida  will  secure 
many  recruits.  General  Woodbury  proposes,  in  case  these  anticipa¬ 
tions  are  justified,  to  appoint  Mr.  Crane  the  captain  of  this  company 
of  refugee  rangers,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  Crane  has  already  rendered  valuable  services  to  us  in  various 
expeditions  against  the  enemy  and  has  been  commended  for  zeal,  skill, 
and  bravery  in  action. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark. 

Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Ringdove. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River ,  December  19 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Ringdove ,  23  tons,  of  and  from  Nassau,  with  a  crew  of  five  men,  on 
the  17th  instant. 

Soon  after  daylight  a  sail  was  discovered  to  southward  standing 
apparently  for  this  ship,  the  wind  being  fresh  from  S.  E.,  rugged  sea, 
and  passing  squalls.  At  8:15  he  changed  his  course  as  if  to  run  past, 
when  I  fired  three  shell  from  the  rifled  gun  and  made  ready  to  follow 
him,  upon  which  he  hauled  in  for  the  beach  and  ran  aground  near  the 
bar  off  Indian  River  Inlet.  I  dispatched  two  armed  boats  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  Pulsipher  and  a  master’s  mate  [William  H.]  Bradford, 
who  succeeded  in  boarding  the  schooner  and  after  a  while  in  getting 
her  afloat  and  inside  the  bar  in  smooth  water.  Her  cargo  [consisted 
of  ]  190  bags  salt,  3  bags  coffee,  2  half  chests  tea,  and  3  barrels  whisky. 

The  only  papers  found  on  board  were  register,  crew  list,  and  clear¬ 
ance.  No  log  book  or  colors.  Got  the  schooner  out  safely  this  a.  tn. 
and  will  dispatch  her  to  Key  West  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Pulsi¬ 
pher  and  a  prize  crew  for  adjudication.  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers 
and  crew  attached  to  this  vessel  at  time  of  above  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Destruction  of  the  steamer  Powerful ,  by  the  U.  S.  tender  Fox ,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Suwanee  Diver ,  December  20 ,  and  capture  of  schooner 
Edward ,  December  21f,  1863. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  392.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  a  very  important  service  performed  by  the  schooner  Fox ,  a 
tender  to  the  San  Jacinto ,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master 
George  Ashbury.  The  circumstances  are  as  follows: 

On  the  20th  of  December  a  steamer  was  discovered  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Suwanee  River,  apparently  at  anchor  or  aground.  The  Fox  imme¬ 
diately  beat  up  toward  her  until,  when  within  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  of  the  steamer,  she  grounded  in  8£  feet  water,  and  opened  upon 
her  with  the  howitzers,  at  the  same  time  sending  an  armed  boat  in  to 
capture  the  steamer.  An  attempt  was  made  to  intimidate  our  people 
by  mounting  a  piece  of  stovepipe  on  a  chair  to  represent  a  forecastle 
gun,  and  a  log  of  wood  on  a  camp  stool  for  a  stern  gun,  but  this  device 
of  the  enemy  failed  in  its  object,  and  Acting  Ensign  Marcellus  Jack- 
son  boarded  the  steamer,  from  which  everybody  had  made  their  escape 
to  the  shore.  She  proved  to  be  a  side-wheel  vessel,  painted  lead  color, 
with  black  smokestack,  two  masts,  and  a  walking- beam  engine.  Neither 
cargo,  personal  effects,  papers,  nor  anything  to  indicate  her  name 
were  found  on  board,  but  from  the  description  she  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  Little  Lily ,  formerly  the  Nan-Nan ,  and  before  that  the 
Flushing.  The  water  was  found  running  rapidly  into  the  engine 
room;  none  of  our  people  were  competent  to  stop  the  leak  or  work 
the  engine;  the  channel  was  exceedingly  intricate  and  narrow,  and 
night  was  rapidly  coming  on.  Under  these  circumstances,  Acting 
Ensign  Jackson  set  fire  to  the  vessel,  agreeably  to  orders  from  Acting 
Master  Ashbury;  and  in  returning  to  the  Fox,  pulled  up  all  the  stakes 
by  which  the  channel  was  marked  out  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half. 
The  destruction  of  this  steamer  is  reported  as  having  been  complete, 
and  if  it  prove  to  have  been  the  Little  Lily,  it  is  a  most  fortunate  cir¬ 
cumstance,  as  her  speed  was  supposed  to  be  greater  than  that  of  any 
vessel  in  this  squadron. 

Again,  on  December  24,  a  vessel  was  discovered  by  the  Fox,  stand¬ 
ing  in  for  the  Suwanee  River,  and  after  a  chase  of  two  hours,  and  the 
firing  of  several  shells,  she  was  hove  to.  Being  ordered  by  Mr.  Ash¬ 
bury  to  send  a  boat  on  board,  the  stranger  put  his  helm  up,  with  the 
evident  intention  of  running  the  Fox  down,  and  came  down  upon  the 
starboard  quarter,  carrying  away  the  boat  davits,  but  doing  little 
other  damage,  as  the  Fox  was  immediately  kept  away.  While  his  ves¬ 
sel  was  paying  off  Mr.  Ashbury  directed  a  rifie  shot  to  be  fired  for  the 
purpose  of  intimidation,  but  a  heavy  sea  was  running  at  the  time  and 
the  bullet  took  effect  on  the  captain  of  the  strange  vessel,  who  was  at 
the  wheel,  passing  through  his  leg,  but  without  touching  an  artery. 
The  vessel  was  then  boarded  and  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner 
Edward ,  from  Havana,  bound  to  the  Suwanee  River,  with  a  cargo  of 
lead  and  salt,  and  was  accordingly  seized  as  a  prize. 

In  addition  to  these  achievements,  I  would  remind  the  Department 
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that  the  Fox  was  one  of  the  three  tenders  that  assisted  the  Honduras 
in  capturing  the  British  steamer  Mail. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral  Gomdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Ashbury,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  schooner  Fox,  tender  to 

the  U.  S.  S,  San  Jacinto. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Fox, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  Deceniber  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  this  port  in  obedience,  to 
your  instructions  on  the  9th  instant,  the  repairs  to  the  vessel  having 
been  completed,  and  proceeded  to  my  cruising  ground.  On  the  10th, 
in  a  gale,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  starboard  quarter  boat,  a 
heavy  sea  striking  it.  On  the  19th,  having  a  favorable  opportunity,  I 
stood  in  to  3  fathoms  oil'  the  Suwanee  and  anchored.  On  the  20th  at 
11  a.  m.  the  lookout  aloft  descried  a  steamer  some  miles  up  the  coast. 
1  got  underway  at  once  and  beat  up  toward  her.  At  12,  being  in  2 
fathoms,  I  anchored  at  3  miles  distance,  the  steamer  having  apparently 
anchored  or  got  ashore.  Sending  a  boat  ahead  to  sound,  and  finding 
enough  water  for  some  distance,  I  stood  in,  but  at  12:30  struck  in  82 
feet,  but  succeeded  in  getting  off  without  much  difficulty  or  any 
injury.  At  this  time  boats  could  be  plainly  seen  passing  and  repass¬ 
ing  from  the  steamer  to  the  shore.  1  opened  tire  on  her  and  at  2:30 
sent  Acting  Ensign  [Marcellus]  Jackson  with  an  armed  boat’s  crew 
with  instructions  to  destroy  her  if  possible,  her  situation,  being  almost 
surrounded  with  oyster  beds,  rendering  any  attempt  to  get  her  out 
with  my  imperfect  facilities  nearly  hopeless.  The  boat  returned  at 
sunset,  having  accomplished  the  object.  Mr.  Jackson  reports  her  as 
being  a  side-wheel  vessel,  painted  a  light  lead  color,  with  black  smoke¬ 
stack,  two  masts,  and  a  walking  beam.  Neither  cargo,  personal 
effects,  papers,  nor  anything  to  indicate  her  name  were  found  on  board. 
She  was  apparently  of  English  build.  She  was  entirely  deserted, 
although  her  machinery  was  still  warm;  a  couple  of  “quakers”  were 
bearing  on  the  schooner,  water  was  running  into  her  engine  room,  and 
she  was  anchored  in  the  channel  leading  to  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee. 
Mr.  Jackson  reports  this  channel  as  being  very  narrow  in  places  and 
extremely  intricate  although  well  staked  out. 

In  returning  to  the  schooner  he  followed  this  channel  and  pulled  up 
nearly  all  the  stakes  from  a  short  distance  above  the  steamer  to  its 
mouth,  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  or  more.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  steamer  is  rendered  perfectly  useless,  the  flames  having  enveloped 
the  hull  in  a  short  time  after  the  fire  was  ignited.  After  dark  I  put 
to  sea  and  the  next  day  stood  up  the  coast  sighting  the  land,  but  saw 
nothing. 

On  the.  22d,  off  St.  Marks,  I  spoke  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes  and 
received  from  her  a  supply  of  water. 

On  the  24th,  at  4  p.  m.,  the  lookout  aloft  raised  a  sail  to  the  S.  E. 
Made  all  sail  in  chase,  and  after  a  chase  of  two  hours,  firing  several 
shells  at  her,  the  chase  hove  to,  by  hauling  down  his  jib.  Running 
near  him  I  ordered  him  to  lower  his  foresail  and  send  his  boat  on  board, 
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oiir  boat  being  unsafe  in  so  heavy  a  sea  as  was  then  running.  Instead 
of  complying  with  this  order  his  helm  was  put  up  and  he  came  down 
upon  our  starboard  quarter,  carrying  away  boat’s  davits,  but  doing 
little  other  damage.  Seeing  him  coming  I  directed  a  shot  to  be  fired 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  them  while  we  were  paying  off. 

I  regret,  however,  that  the  shot  took  effect  on  the  captain,  who  was 
at  the  wheel,  passing  through  his  leg,  though  touching  no  artery. 

I  he  vessel  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Edward ,  from  Havana 
for  the  Suwanee,  with  a  cargo  of  salt  and  lead.  All  his  papers  had 
been  thrown  overboard.  I  sent  Acting  Ensign  Jackson  on  board  to 
take  charge,  with  a  prize  crew  of  6  men,  taking  all  but  2  of  the  prize’s 
crew  on  board.  Laying  by  him  all  night  on  the  25th  I  gave  him 
instructions  to  proceed  to  Key  West  with  all  possible  dispatch,  with 
permission,  however,  to  put  into  Tampa  for  surgical  assistance  if 
necessary. 

My  provisions  running  low  I  started  at  the  same  time  for  this  port 
and  arrived  at  my  anchorage  this  day  at  10  o’clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Ashbury, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Ralph  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Flagship  Sam  Jacinto ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting’  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  identifying  the  vessel  as  the  steamer 

Powerful. 

No.  51.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  February  J,  186 L 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  communication  dated  December  28,  1863 
(numbered  392),  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  steamer,  the 
destruction  of  which  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  Fox  is  therein  detailed, 
was  the  Powerful ,  and  not  the  Nan-Nan  (or  Little  Lily )  as  I  had 
surmised. 

Lieutenant-Commander  McDougal  has  since  visited  the  wreck  and 
destroyed  the  machinery,  which  the  rebels  were  preparing  to  take 
away. 

I  trust  that  the  Department  will  see  fit  to  notice  by  promotion  the 
service  performed  by  Acting  Master  Ashbury  in  destroying  the  steamer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Chandler ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  regarding  the  capture  by  the  TJ.  S.  schooner 
Ariel  of  the  Confederate  sloop  Magnolia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  December  J2,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  16th  instant,  in  latitude 
26°  15'  N.  and  longitude  82°  W.  the  schooner  Ariel ,  a  tender  to  this 
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ship,  captured  the  rebel  sloop  Magnolia,  from  Havana,  bound  to 
Mobile,  with  a  cargo  of  spirits  and  medicines.  No  other  vessel  was  in 
sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  borne  upon 
the  books  of  this  ship  and  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Commanding  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Expedition  to  Myacca  River ,  for  transportation  of  refugee  rangers 
from  Useppa  Island  to  the  mainland ,  December  %lf-30,  1863. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Gem 

of  the  Sea,  transmitting  reports. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Charlotte  Harbor ,  January  3,  1864- 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  agreeable  to  the  request  of 
Lieutenant  Meyers,  of  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  V ol- 
nnteers,  now  in  command  of  the  refugee  rangers  on  Useppa  Island, 
I  sent  on  the  21th  ultimo  the  launch  and  second  cutter,  armed  and 
manned  with  14  men  and  provisions  for  eight  days,  in  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  J.  H.  Jenks,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Useppa  Island,  [Flor¬ 
ida],  there  take  on  board  Captain  Daniels  and  15  refugee  rangers,  under 
his  command,  and  also  to  take  two  small  boats  for  the  use  of  the 
refugee  rangers,  and  proceed  with  them  to  the  mainland  at  a  point 
designated  by  Captain  Daniels  in  the  mouth  of  the  Myacca  River, 
[Florida],  and  land  them  for  the  purpose  of  scouting  through  the  coun¬ 
try  for  recruiting,  and  then  to  remain  there  or  in  the  vicinity  with 
his  men  and  boats  until  Captain  Daniels  and  his  men  returned,  or  his 
provisions  were  exhausted,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  their  retreat 
and  taking  them  away. 

On  the  26th  ultimo  the  sloop  Rosalie  arrived  from  Key  West,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th  ultimo  I  sent  her  up  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Myacca  to  Took  after  our  boats  and  assist  them  in  case  they  were 
attacked  by  the  rebels. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  at  8  o’clock  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Jenks 
returned  on  board  with  the  launch  from  the  expedition,  reporting  the 
other  boats  and  Rosalie  on  their  way  to  this  vessel,  and  bringing  with 
him  John  Brown  (seaman),  who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  groin  by 
a  rifleball  that  morning  while  in  a  skirmish  with  the  rebels. 

On  Mr.  Jenks’s  arrival  at  the  point  designated  by  Captain  Daniels, 
he  landed  the  refugee  rangers,  who  left  for  the  interior,  having  an 
understanding  with  them  that  they  were  to  return  to  that  point  within 
seven  days.  He  then  landed  with  his  men  and  encamped  within  50 
yards  of  his  boats  for  their  comfort  and  convenience  and  making 
every  preparation  to  avoid  a  surprise  by  the  rebels. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  at  about  4:30  a.  m.  the  camp  was  alarmed  by 
hearing  noises  in  the  bushes  in  different  directions,  as  though  men 
were  crawling  toward  them.  At  first  Mr.  Jenks  thought  they  were 
Captain  Daniels’  men  coming  in,  and  on  being  hailed  by  our  pickets, 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


611 


u  Who  comes  there?’'  they  answered  “Captain  Daniels  and  his  men.” 
Mr.  Jenks  then  ordered  them  to  halt  and  advance  one  at  a  time  and 
give  the  countersign.  On  giving  this  order  he  was  answered  by  the 
discharge  of .  about  40  muskets  and  rifles  into  his  camp.  He  then 
returned  their  fire  with  spirit  and  fell  back  to  the  boats,  when  the 
.  Rosalie  opened  fire  and  routed  the  rebels.  Mr.  Jenks  then  manned 
his  boats  and  went  alongside  the  Rosalie.  At  10  o’clock  a.  m. ,  Captain 
Daniels  and  his  men  not  having  made  their  appearance,  and  being 
short. of  provisions  and  having  one  man  wounded,  Mr.  Jenks  returned 
to  this  ship  with  his  boats,  accompanied  by  the  Rosalie ,  where  they 
all  arrived  the  following  morning,  31st  ultimo. 

I  immediately  provisioned  the  two  boats  and  Rosalie  and  sent  them 
back  to  the  mouth  of  the  Myacca  River,  with  orders  to  remain  there 
six  days,  unless  Captain  Daniels  and  his  men  made  their  appearance 
sooner. 

The  Rosalie  and  boats  returned  to  the  ship  the  following  morning, 
1st  instant,  with  Captain  Daniels  and  five  of  his  men,  six  having 
deserted  him  the  third  night  after  landing,  and  the  remaining  four  he 
had  left  up  the  country,  not  knowing  where  they  were. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  admi¬ 
rable  behavior  and  bravery  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Jenks  and  the  men 
under  him  on  this  occasion.  The  coolness  and  bravery  of  Mr.  Jenks 
and  the  gallant  men  under  him  have  elicited  my  warmest  encomiums, 
and  as  an  evidence  of  their  efficiency  1  beg  leave  to  state  that  they 
saved  their  four  boats  and  camp  equipage  and  brought  them  off  safe, 
losing  but  one  rifle. 

1  enclose  herewith  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Jenks’  and  Acting  Master 
Peter  F.  Coffin’s  detailed  reports  of  the  above  affair. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut .,  U.  8.  JVdvy,  Comdg.  U.  8.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Jenks,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Charlotte  Harbor ,  December  31 , 1863. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  orders,  I  left  this  ship  on  the  24th  instant  at 
1  o’clock  p.  m.  with  launch  and  second  cutter,  armed  and  manned  with 
14  men  and  provisioned  for  eight  days,  and  proceeded  to  Useppa 
Island,  where  I  took  on  board  Captain  E.  Daniels  and  15  of  the  refugee 
rangers,  and  proceeded  for  a  point  designated  by  Captain  Daniels  on  the 
mainland,  6  miles  from  the  mouth,  on  the  Myacca  River,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  25th  instant,  5:30  p.  m.  Landed  with  Captain  Daniels 
and  5  of  his  men,  under  cover  of  the  boats,  and  reconnoitered  the  ground 
for  half  a  mile  around  there.  Disembarked  the  men,  stationed  pickets, 
formed  camp,  and  threw  up  breastwork  to  cover  my  boats  in  case  of 
an  attack.  Having  made  arrangements  with  Captain  Daniels  how  he 
should  approach  us  on  his  return,  he  left  with  his  men  for  up  the  coun¬ 
try.  6  p.  m.,  saw  a  large  fire,  apparently  on  Peace  Creek,  east  side. 
6:15  p.  m.,  another  fire  on  west  side,  apparently  in  answer.  26th 
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instant,  reconnoitered  the  ground  for  several  miles  and  planted  stakes 
along  the  shore  in  3  feet  of  water.  27th  instant,  7:30  p.  m. ,  the  enemy’s 
scouts  reconnoitered  our  position  and  fired  a  shot.  Doubled  pickets 
and  kept  the  men  under  arms  till  daylight.  28th  instant,  4  o’clock 
p.  m. ,  sloop  Rosalie  arrived  and  took  up  a  covering  position  about  80 
yards  distant.  About  6  p.  m.  saw  two  fires  3  or  4  miles  distant.  8  o’clock 
p.  m.,  enemy’s  scouts  attempted  to  surprise  our  pickets;  fired  on  them, 
but  they  escaped;  men  remained  under  arms  the  remainder  of  the  night. 
About  midnight  discovered  a  person  with  a  torch  in  his  hand,  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  distant;  he  waved  it  over  his  head  some  time, 
then  extinguished  it.  29th  instant,  first  part  of  the  day  discharged  all 
small  arms,  cleaned  and  reloaded  them,  went  out  and  examined  the  ground 
for  some  distance  and  found  the  trail  of  men  and  horses  in  different 
directions.  About  noon  took  the  launch  and,  with  the  pilot  of  the 
Rosalie ,  started  up  the  river  on  a  reconnoissance;  found  a  good  posi¬ 
tion  for  a  camp  about  l£  miles  above,  where  the  Rosalie  could  cover 
our  boats  without  danger  to  them;  moved  camp  to  it,  as  the  Rosalie 
could  not  assist  me  where  I  then  was.  The  Rosalie  took  a  shelling 
position  about  200  yards  distant  from  the  shore.  About  8  o’clock  p.  m. 
heard  noise  about  old  camp  ground.  Short  time  after  saw  a  large  fire 
there;  thinking  it  might  be  Captain  Daniels  and  his  men  returned, 
started  a  fire  in  answer  and  sent  a  boat  with  2  men  to  ascertain,  and  if  so, 
to  tell  them  how  to  approach  us;  but  being  unable  to  ascertain,  they 
returned.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  avoid  a  surprise ;  then  endeav¬ 
ored  to  ascertain  who  they  were,  their  number  and  object.  Heard 
distant  voices  and  the  sound  of  dogs,  apparently  on  the  trail  for  some 
time.  30th  instant,  about  4  o’clock  a.  m. ,  discovered  persons  advancing 
through  the  tall  grass  a  short  distance  from  my  pickets.  Challenged 
them  twice,  but  received  no  answer;  challenged  again,  and  received 
answer  that  it  was  Captain  Daniels  with  his  men;  ordered  them  to  halt, 
then  to  advance  one  at  a  time  and  give  the  countersign,  intending  to 
disarm  them  as  they  came  in  so  as  to  avoid  treachery.  This  order 
being  given,  they  arose  and  opened  fire  within  15  yards  of  the  picket 
line,  in  a  half  circle,  the  heaviest  firing  on  the  right,  where  they  tried 
to  cut  us  off  from  our  boats.  Pickets  returned  the  fire,  fell  back,  and 
kept  up  a  brisk  fire  for  about  five  minutes.  Being  heavily  pressed 
by  superior  numbers,  fell  back  to  the  beach.  Gave  the  signal  for  the 
Rosalie  to  open  fire.  Kept  up  the  fire  for  about  five  minutes,  and  find¬ 
ing  it  impossible  to  resist  their  superior  numbers,  ordered  the  boats 
to  be  manned,  which  was  done  in  good  order,  still  keeping  up  a  fire  on 
them.  In  the  act  of  shoving  off,  John  Brown  (seaman)  was  wounded  in 
the  leg.  The  enemy  was  within  15  yards  of  the  boats  at  the  time. 
Went  alongside  of  the  Rosalie  with  my  boats,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
her  our  loss  would  have  been  very  heavy;  her  shells  burst  over  and 
among  them,  driving  them  back  from  the  beach.  Kept  up  a  brisk  fire 
on  them  until  they  were  out  of  range.  At  daylight  went  on  shore 
with  boats  and  took  off  all  camp  equipage  left  there.  Captain  Daniels 
not  having  arrived  according  to  agreement,  and  believing  that  he  had 
been  captured,  I  started  for  the  ship  with  the  boats,  in  company  with 
the  j Rosalie,  but  the  wind  dying  away  I  left  the  Rosalie ,  and  with  the 
launch  and  wounded  arrived  on  board  the  ship  at  8  o’clock  p.  m.  Saw 
several  rebels  on  different  points  of  the  mainland  on  our  way  down, 
who  saluted  us  with  yells.  I  should  judge  by  the  line  of  fire  that  the 
enemy  numbered  30  or  40  men,  armed  with  Colt’s  revolving  rifles,  shot¬ 
guns,  etc.  1  should  judge  their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  at  least  6 
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or  8;  a  number  were  seen  to  fall  by  my  men  on  shore;  I  saw  2  fall 
myself;  several  of  the  men  were  struck  in  different  parts  of  their  cloth¬ 
ing  and  received  slight  scratches  from  shot.  My  boats  and  equipments 
were  struck  in  many  places.  The  men  behaved  with  the  utmost  cool¬ 
ness  and  precision  during  the  entire  affair,  courting  the  enemy’s  fire, 
loading  and  firing  rapidly,  and  only  retreating  when  ordered  before 
vastly  superior  numbers.  John  Butler  (gunner’s  mate)  and  John  Mul- 
holland  (boatswain’s  mate)  were  conspicuous  for  daring,  rendering  great 
assistance  in  scouting,  even  inside  the  enemy’s  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Jenks, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Coffin,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  tender  Rosalie,  sent  to  the  relief 

of  Acting  Ensign  Jenks. 

U.  S.  Sloop  Rosalie, 
Charlotte  Harbor ,  Dece'mber  31 ,  1863. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  orders  I  left  the  bark  at  Charlotte  Harbor, 
on  the  28th  instant,  to  go  up  the  Myacca  River  in  search  of  your  boats, 
and  upon  finding  them  to  operate  with  them. 

At  4  o’clock  p.  m.  I  arrived  in  the  Myacca  River  and  found  the  launch 
and  second  cutter,  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Jenks  in  command,  and  refu¬ 
gees’  boats  at  an  encampment  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the 
mouth.  I  anchored  about  80  yards  off  the  breastwork,  which  had 
been  thrown  up.  At  8  o’clock  p.  m.  the  camp  was  alarmed  by  rebel 
scouts,  but  as  nothing  could  be  seen  of  them  all  quieted  away  again. 
At  9:30  p.  m.  we  were  aroused  again  by  the  camp  being  alarmed,  but 
nothing  was  seen  of  those  prowling  about  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp. 
About  the  same  time  a  light  was  seen  about  3  miles  off,  which  appeared 
like  a  torch.  During  the  remainder  of  the  night  all  remained  quiet. 
On  the  29th  instant  Mr.  Jenks  and  my  pilot  went  up  the  river  to 
reconnoiter  and  returned  at  2:30  p.  m.,  and  having  found  a  more 
skeltered  position  for  a  camp  we  agreed  to  move  up  to  it.  It  was 
about  li  miles  from  the  first  camp  ground,  on  a  point  of  land  about 
50  yards  wide,  and  extended  so  far  out  in  the  river  that  it  afforded  me 
a  chance  to  put  the  sloop  in  a  position  to  rake  across  in  front  of  the 
camp  and  cover  them,  should  they  be  attacked  and  have  to  fall  back 
to  the  boats.  At  4  o’clock  all  things  had  been  removed  to  the  new 
camp,  and  the  sloop  was  anchored  about  200  yards  off  the  shore  in 
position  for  shelling.  During  the  early  part  of  the  evening  noises 
were  heard  in  the  neighboring  palmettoes,  as  if  some  one  stealing 
through  toward  the  camp.  The  pickets  were  doubled  and  the  greatest 
vigilance  was  kept,  the  men  under  arms  all  the  time.  At  8:15  a.  m.  a 
large  fire  was  seen  at  the  deserted  camp  ground,  and,  supposing  it  to 
be  friends  returning  from  the  scouting  expedition, _  a  fire  was  imme¬ 
diately  kindled  in  our  new  camp  to  acquaint  them  of  our  position,  but 
instantly  the  fire  was  extinguished  and_  suspecting  something  wrong 
our  camp  fire  was  put  out  and  all  stood  in  readiness  for  action.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon  the  sloop  Matilda ,  with  refugees  Brannen,  Thomp¬ 
son,  and  Arnold,  came  alongside  and  supplied  us  with  beef  and  venison, 
and  stating  that  they  had  permission  to  hunt  in  the  vicinity  I  allowed 


614 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  • 


them  to  cross  the  river  and  land  on  the  opposite  side.  Through  the 
night  we  repeatedly  heard  the  noise  of  persons  crawling  through  the 
bushes,  but  could  not  find  their  exact  position.  At  4:45  a.  m.  the 
pickets  heard  noises  near  them  and,  though  they  could  see  nothing, 
they  challenged  them  twice,  but  received  no  answer.  I  then  heard 
Mr.  Jenks  challenge  them,  and  he  received  an  answer  that  it  was 
Captain  Daniels  and  his  men.  Mr.  Jenks  then  said,  UA11  right,’1  and 
ordered  them  to  halt  and  one  at  a  time  to  advance  and  give  the  coun¬ 
tersign.  He  had  hardly  spoken  when  he  was  saluted  with  a  volley 
from  an  extended  line  of  rebels  across  our  whole  front  line  of  pickets. 
The  fire  was  returned  briskly,  and  then  they  were  ordered  to  fall  back 
on  the  camp.  On  reaching  the  camp  a  smart  fire  was  kept  up  for  a 
minute  and  a  half,  and  then  our  men  closed  up  and  I  opened  fire  from 
the  howitzer  with  shrapnel  and  canister.  The  rebels  fell  back  and 
the  boats’  crews  embarked  and  came  alongside,  having  one  man  (John 
Brown,  seaman)  wounded  in  the  leg.  I  continued  shelling  the  bushes 
and  using  small  arms  for  about  twenty  minutes,  and  then,  until  day¬ 
light,  I  occasionally  sent  a  shell  in.  At  dajdight  the  boats  went 
ashore,  collected  all  the  camp  equipments  and  returned  to  the  sloop, 
and  then  I  weighed  anchor  and  stood  down  the  river  to  the  mouth, 
where  1  anchored  and  got  breakfast.  It  was  then  10  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon,  and  at  11  o’clock  I  weighed  anchor  and  started  for  the  bark, 
to  have  the  wounded  attended  to.  At  3  o’clock  it  died  away  calm  and 
I  was  obliged  to  anchor,  and  Mr.  Jenks  took  the  launch  and,  with  the 
wounded,  started  for  the  bark.  About  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  light  breeze 
springing  up,  weighed  anchor  and  stood  on,  and  9:30  p.  m.  anchored 
near  Pine  Key  [Island]  for  the  night.  December  31  at  daylight 
weighed  anchor  and  stood  for  the  bark,  and  came  to  at  7:30  a.  m.  near 
by.  Please  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  bringing  to  your  notice  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Mr.  Jenks,  who,  though  deprived  of  sleep  for  two  days,  ever 
kept  the  strictest  vigilance  about  the  camp,  and  in  the  engagement 
with  the  rebels  was  foremost  in  the  ranks,  encouraging  his  men  to 
action,  and,  when  compelled  to  leave  the  camp,  was  the  last  man  to 
leave  the  shore.  Also,  the  men  under  his  command  can  not  be  sur¬ 
passed  in  bravery,  for,  though  heavily  pressed  by  superior  numbers, 
they  stood  their  ground  and  fought  desperately  until  ordered  to  fall 
back. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  F.  Coffin, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  Tender  Rosalie. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  hark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  commending  officers  and  men  who  participated  in  the 
expedition. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  January  18,  186J 

Sir:  I  have  read  with  great  pleasure  the  reports  of  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  [I.  B.]  Baxter,  Acting  Master  [P.  F.]  Coffin,  and  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  [J.  H.]  Jenks,  relative  to  a  little  affair  in  the  Myacca  River 
between  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  on  the  one  side 
and  those  doubly  perjured  traitors  on  the  other.  Although  the  skir¬ 
mish  was  unimportant,  either  in  numbers  or  in  results,  yet  the  vig- 
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ilance,  skill,  and  bravery  displayed  by  your  officers  and  men  give  sure 
promise  of  brilliant  success  whenever  occasion  shall  offer,  and  I  would 
desire  you  to  convey  to  them  (both  on  board  the  Gem,  of  the  /Sea  and 
the  Rosalie)  my  commendation  for  their  conduct. 

Respectfully, 

Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieutenant  Chas.  H.  Rockwell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Rejpo't'ts  of  Acting  Master  Van  Sice ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Sunflower,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Hancock. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

Tampa  Bay,  December  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  by  the  above  steamer 
under  my  command,  of  the  Confederate  sloop  Hancock,  from  Havana, 
bound  into  Crystal  River  with  salt,  borax,  etc. 

I  took  her  on  the  24th  instant,  just  out  of  sight  of  Egmont  (Tampa 
Bay)  light-house.  Previous  to  boarding  him  he  had  thrown  his  chart 
and  rebel  flag  overboard,  but  [I]  found  in  the  captain’s  valise  his  con¬ 
tract  with  the  owner  for  the  performance  of  the  voyage  from  Crystal 
River  to  Havana  and  back  to  a  Confederate  port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Van  Sice, 

'  Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

Tantpa  Bay,  December  26,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  24th  instant,  while  lying  at  anchor  under  Egmont  [Key] 
in  company  with  the  Tahoma,  made  a  sail  in  the  offing;  got  underway, 
in  obedience  to  signal,  and  ran  out.  She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Sea 
Bird,  coming  in.  Made  another  sail  off  to  the  westward,  gave  chase,  and 
snortly  overhauled  her,  just  out  of  sight  of  the  light-house.  She 
proved  to  be  the  sloop  Hancock,  from  Havana,  bound  into  Crystal 
River  or  any  Confederate  port.  Her  cargo  consists  of  some  20  sacks 
salt  and  3  barrels  of  borax,  some  little  rum,  etc.  Previous  to  my  board¬ 
ing  him  he  had  thrown  his  chart  and  rebel  flag  overboard,  as  he  after¬ 
wards  acknowledged.  On  searching’  the  captain’s  valise  I  found  his 
contract  with  the  owner  to  perform  the  voyage  from  Crystal  River  to 
Havana  and  back  to  a  Confederate  port.  She  carried  to  Havana  3,100 
pounds  sea-island  cotton.  There  are  three  persons  on  board,  namely, 
Fredk.  White,  captain;  Bartholomew  Blanco,  seaman,  and  Edward 
Walker,  passenger.  You  wished  me  to  capture  one  of  the  pilots  in 
this  neighborhood.  I  think  you  will  find  a  pretty  good  one  in  the 
person  of  this  Fredk.  White,  the  captain  of  the  sloop. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Chandler ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  8.  8.  San  Jacinto ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 

Edward. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  December  38,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  schooner  Fox,  a  tender  to 
this  ship,  captured  on  the  24th  instant  the  British  schooner  Edward, 
from  Havana,  bound  to  the  Suwanee  River,  Fla.  The  capture  was 
made  off  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee  River,  and  no  other  vessel  was  in 
sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  The  Edwardls  cargo  consists  of 
salt  and  lead.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  officers  and  men 
borne  on  the  books  of  this  ship  and  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 

Commander  McDougal,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  it.  8.  8.  Hendrick 

LLudson,  for  a  strict  blockade  of  the  Suwanee  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  believed  that  the  steamers  Mary  Ann,  Powerful,  Laura, 
and  Little  Lily  are  engaged  in  running  the  blockade  between  Havana 
and  the  Suwanee  River.  Others  may  also  be  similarly  emplo}^ed. 

So  soon,  therefore,  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  for 
sea  you  will  proceed  to  cruise  in  her,  with  a  view  to  breaking-  up  this 
traffic. 

The  general  limits  of  your  cruising  ground  may  be  stated  as  between 
the  meridians  of  83°  and  85°  west  longitude,  on  the  parallel  of  28° 
north  latitude;  but  these  limits  are  not  to  be  considered  as  altogther 
ngid,  and  you  will  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  either  increasing 
or  decreasing  your  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee  River  as 
circumstances  may  render  advisable. 

The  tenders  Fox  and  Annie  are  specially  charged  with  watching  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  well  inshore. 

Respectfully, 

.  ,  n  .  7  .  ,  ^  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  GulfBlockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chas.  J.  McDougal,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  H.  Hudson. 


Ordxr  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  II.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Sisters  ^  ^avy’  to  asmme  command  of  U  8.  schooner  Tivo 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  December  29,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Somerset  and  attached  to  the 
ban  Jacinto.  1  ou  will  assume  command  of  the  schooner  (tender)  Two 
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Sisters  and  carry  out  the  orders  you  may  receive  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Chandler. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Coradg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Thos.  Chatfield,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  off  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Baxter ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  commcmd  of  TJ.  S.  S. 
Fort  Henry. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  December  2 9 ,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  reporting  of  your  relief,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Rockwell,  you  will  consider  yourself  detached  from  the  Gem  of  the 
Sea ,  and  you  will  return  by  the  first  public  conveyance  to  this  place, 
where  you  will  assume  command  of  the  steamer  Fort  Henry. 
Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Willcomh ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Stars  and  Stripes ,  regarding  the  destruction  of  the  Confederate 

schoone)'  Caroline  Gertrude ,  with  cargo  of  cotton ,  off  Ocklockonee 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks  [ Apalachee\  Bay ,  December  30 ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  28th  instant, 
at5p.  m.,  we  discovered  a  vessel  inside  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Ocklockonee  River.  I  immediately  got  underway  and  steamed 
for  her. 

At  6 : 30  p.  m.  came  to  and  dispatched  the  first  and  second  cutter 
(one  up  the  north  and  other  the  south  channel),  under  command  of 
Acting  Master  Thomas  Smith,  accompanied  by  Acting  Ensign  C. 
Carven,  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Henry  B.  Conklin  and  ChaiTes  P. 
Turner,  the  pilot,  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  J.  J.  Pratt  and 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  William  Hopkins  as  volunteers, 
with  20  armed  men,  with  orders  to  capture  and  bring  the  vessel  out. 

At  2 : 30  a.  m. ,  the  29th  instant,  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
William  Hopkins  came  alongside  with  13  prisoners  from  the  prize, 
which  he  reported  to  be  the  Confederate  schooner  Caroline  Gertmide , 
with  a  cargo  of  69  bales  of  cotton,  bound  to  Havana,  Cuba,  and  that 
she  was  aground  about  100  yards  from  the  beach  on  an  oyster  bank, 
and  also  stated  that  Mr.  Smith  thought  that  she  would  float  off  at 
high  water. 

At  8  a.  m.,  finding  that  the  vessel  was  not  afloat,  I  dispatched 
orders  and  lines  to  Mr.  Smith  to  raft  the  deck  load  of  cotton  and 
prepare  a  breastwork  of  the  same  material  for  shelter  to  his  men  in 
case  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy  and  to  send  all  papers  and  colors  found 
on  board  this  vessel.  ■ 

At  1  p.  m.  Mr.  Smith  sent  me  word  that  he  had  rafted  45  bales  of 
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cotton  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  prepared  a  breastwork  of  cot¬ 
ton.  About  this  time  the  enemy’s  cavalry  made  their  appearance  in 
large  numbers  and  began  a  brisk  fire,  which  was  returned  by  our  men 
from  behind  the  cotton,  the  enemy  being  behind  trees  and  stumps, 
etc.  The  fire  was  kept  up  so  lively  that  our  men  could  not  show  their 
heads  without  being  a  target  for  at  least  50  rifles.  After  a  sharp 
engagement  of  two  hours  with  them,  and  finding  we  could  not  save 
the  vessel  (an  old  affair)  or  any  more  of  the  cotton,  at  3:30  set  fire  to 
her  and  she  was  totally  destroyed,  with  balance  of  her  cargo. 

At  8  p.  m.  the  boats  returned  to  this  vessel  with  43  bales  of  cotton 
(2  being  lost),  which  I  now  have  on  board  and  shall  send  to  Key  West 
by  first  opportunity,  with  all  the  papers  found  on  board  and  the  pris¬ 
oners,  14  in  all.  No  colors  were  found  on  board  and  no  other  vessel 
was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  add  that  the  officers  and  men  on  the  expedi¬ 
tion  acted  with  gallantry  and  coolness  and  my  orders  were  promptly 
obeyed  and  executed  by  the  officers  in  command  of  the  boats. 

1  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

The  officer  in  command  of  the  rebels  was  killed  in  the  engagement, 
and  one  of  the  passengers  was  slightly  wounded  while  attempting  to 
escape. 

Had  I  waited  to  save  the  schooner,  even  if  it  could  have  been  done, 
I  should  have  lost  all  the  cotton  outside,  as  the  weather  began  to  be 
very  bad  by  the  time  the  boat  reached  the  ship,  and  it  blew  a  gale  all 
night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Randall ,  U.  S.  Wavy ,  trans¬ 
mitting  report  regarding  the  destruction  of  the  Austin  salt  works , 
St.  Joseph's  Bay. 

U .  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

St.  Joseph's  Bay ,  December  31 ,  1863. 
Sir:  Soon  after  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  became  convinced  that 
there  were  two  salt  works  in  active  operation  at  the  head  of  the  bay, 
about  14  miles  distant  from  our  anchorage.  1  availed  myself  of  the 
first  opportunity  to  reconnoiter  them  and  visited  one  of  them  in  person. 
It  was  the  smaller  one  of  the  two,  and  of  minor  importance,  as  the  imple¬ 
ments  employed  were  six  kettles  of  about  150  gallons  each.  They  were 
broken  and  can  never  be  made  of  much  use.  Not  having  time  to  visit 
the  Austin  works,  the  more  important  of  the  two,  I  returned  on  board 
and  subsequently  sent  an  expedition  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign 
Norman  McLeod,  who  entirely  destroyed  them.  1  have  the  honor  to 
forward  to  you  his  report  of  the  expedition. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  1  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Wm.  P.  Randall, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey,  . 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

St.  Joseph's  Bay ,  Fla.,  December  31,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  left  this  vessel  on  the  30th  in¬ 
stant  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Austin  salt  works,  situated  at 
the  head  of  St.  Joseph’s  Bay.  The  expedition  consisted  of  2  armed 
boats  and  22  men,  one  of  the  boats  being  under  the  charge  of  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  Henry  W.  Richdale.  We  left  the  ship  at  9:30  a.  m. 
and  arrived  opposite  the  salt  works  at  1  p.  m.,  but  owing  to  the 
extensive  flats  that  make  out  in  that  vicinity  it  was  impossible  to  get 
the  boats  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  shore.  Leaving  a  suf¬ 
ficient  guard  with  the  boats,  we  proceeded  to  the  works,  which  we 
found  to  consist  of  three  boilers  from  10  to  15  feet  in  length,  set  in 
brick.  At  about  20  yards  from  the  boilers  was  an  artificial  pond  or 
vat  about  40  feet  in  diameter  from  which  water  was  forced  to  the 
boilers  through  5  couplings  of  2-inch  pipe.  Owing  to  the  weight  of 
the  boilers,  it  was  impossible  to  remove  them,  but  they  were  rendered 
entirely  useless  by  having  holes  broken  in  them  by  the  sledges  which 
we  took  for  that  purpose.  The  masonry  work  was  also  demolished 
and  the  pipes  rendered  useless  by  twisting  them  around  trees.  Con¬ 
nected  with  the  establishment  was  a  small  house  and  several  cords  of 
wood,  which  we  destroyed  by  fire.  We  met  with  no  opposition,  and 
it  is  evident  that  the  place  was  evacuated  on  our  approach.  We 
arrived  at  the  ship  at  8  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


N.  McLeod, 
Acting  Ensign. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  P.  Randall, 

TJ.  S.  Bark  Pursuit. 


Stations  of  vessels  camposing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Janua/ry  1,  186 f 


Name. 

Class. 

Steamer  . . 
Schooner . 

Steamer .. 
Ship . 

Clyde . 

Steamer . . 
Schooner . 
Steamer . . 

Bark . 

Steamer  . . 
. do _ 

Gem  of  the  Sea .... 
Hendrick  Hudson . 

. do _ 

Bark . 

Steamer  . . 
. do _ 

Bark . 

. do _ 

. do _ 

Steamer  . . 
. do _ 

. do _ 

. do _ 

. do _ 

. do _ 

. do  — 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder  . . 
Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Q.  A.  Hooper  . . 

Comdr.  Robt.  Handy . 

Capt.  G.  H.  Scott . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  McClintock. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  B.  Baxter _ 

Actg. Vol.  Lieut. C.  H.  Rockwell. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  R.  Harris  . . . 

Actg.  Master  J.  H.  Platt . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  B.  Smith - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Randall  . 

Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  John  Sherrill . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming - 

Lieut.  Comdr  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  Budd . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb - 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  A.  A.  Semmes  — 
Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . . 
Actg.  Master’s  Mate  T. Tierney. 


Where  stationed. 


East  Pass  of  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Between  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Cape 
Canaveral. 

Coaling  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

Ordnance  sto reship  at  Key  West. 
Coaling  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 

Waiting  for  repairs  at  Key  West. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Lat.  28°,  between  long.  83°  and  85°. 
Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Under  orders  for  Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass  of  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Harbor  tug,  Key  West. 

Fitting  out  at  Key  West. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Key  West. 

West  Pass  of  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Off  St.  Marks. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Do. 

Off  N.  E.  Providence  Channel. 

In  ordinary,  Key  West. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron — Continued. 

TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Schooner. 
_ do . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  S.  Williams  . 
Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Harrison 

Refitting  at  Key  West. 

Do. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Refitting  at  Key  West. 
Guard  vessel,  Boca  Chica. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Between  Crystal  River 
and  Tampa  Bay. 
Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 
Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Anclote  Keys. 

Ariel . 

San  Jacinto  .... 
Storehouse . 

Carmita . 

_ do . 

Fox . 

....do . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  G.  Ashbury _ 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  G.  H. 
Disley. 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin  .... 
Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . . . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . . 

Julia . 

Sloop  .... 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 
San  Jacinto  .... 

Schooner. 

_ do . 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters.... 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Harris ,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hon¬ 
duras ,  for  the  transportation  of  troops  to  Caloosahatchee  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Hey  West,  January  J,  186 f 

Sir:  The  vessel  under  your  command  is  hereby  detailed  to  assist  in 
conveying  a  detachment  of  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  to  the  Caloosahatchee  River,  under  the  orders  of  Briga¬ 
dier-General  D.  P.  Woodbury,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  district  of 
Key  West  and  Tortugas. 

You  will  therefore  receive  on  board  such  persons,  stores,  etc.,  as  he 
may  direct  and  accompany  the  army  schooner  Hatchless  (or  tow  her 
if  necessary)  to  her  destination. 

General  Woodbury  will  himself  take  passage  in  your  vessel,  and  you 
will  obey  such  directions  as  he  may  give  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of 
this  expedition,  returning*  to  this  place  when  he  shall  have  discharged 
your  vessel  from  further  attendance. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thos.  R.  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Honduras. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Tioga ,  regarding  the  capture  of  a  schooner  off  Great 
Bahama  Lsland. 

U.  S.  S.  Tioga, 

Off  Great  Bahama  Lsland ,  January  J,  186 f 
Admiral:  This  morning  at  10  o’clock,  whilst  laying  off  S.  W.  point 
of  Great.  Bahama  Island,  a  schooner  was  reported  in  sight  and  shortly 
afterwards  was  distinctly  seen  coming  down  before  the  wind,  heading 
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about  N.  W.  As  soon  as  we  started  in  chase  she  hauled  by  the  wind, 
heading  toward  S.  E.  point.  On  coming  within  range  a  blank  car¬ 
tridge  was  fired  to  bring  her  to.  Mr.  Brisco  boarded  and  reported  her 
as  having  on  board  a  cargo  of  salt,  liquors,  coffee,  arms,  shoes,  and 
cigars,  bound  from  Nassau  to  Havana.  I  have  seized  her  on  the 
grounds  that  she  was  out  of  the  route  for  vessels  bound  to  the  south¬ 
ward  from  New  Providence,  that  her  cargo  is  manifestly  contraband 
of  war  and  of  export  in  Havana,  not  import,  that  she  hauled  her 
wind  when  chased,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  getting  within  the 
limits  of  foreign  jurisdiction  to  evade  capture,  and  also  that  informa¬ 
tion  received  by  me  points  to  her  as  one  of  five  schooners  which  have 
been  preparing  to  run  the  blockade  from  Nassau.  The  master’s  asser¬ 
tions  about  having  been  obliged  to  stand  off  to  northward  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  calms,  etc. ,  which  he  made  to  me,  are  untrue,  as  during  the 
past  night  the  Tioga  was  hove  to  off  the  Isaacs,  when  it  blew  a  mod¬ 
erate  breeze.  The  Tioga  and  her  prize  were  over  5  miles  from  the 
nearest  land  at  the  time  of  the  capture  by  bearings  and  estimated  gun 
range,  and  was  about  85  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  port  of  clear¬ 
ance,  standing  directly  for  the  blockaded  coast  about  Indian  River. 

The  captain  when  first  boarded  pretended  that  he  could  not  speak 
English,  but  he  has  since  been  able  to  express  his  views  fluently. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Tioga. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
cooperation  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras  with  army  expedition  to 
Caloosahatchee  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  January  6,  1861+. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter,  No.  385,  of  December  IT,  1  have  to 
report  that  (Brigadier- General  Woodbury  having  completed  his 
arrangements  for  going  up  the  coast,  with  a  view  to  preventing  any 
further  supply  of  cattle  to  the  rebel  army  from  southern  Florida)  the 
steamer  Honduras  was,  at  his  request,  placed  at  his  disposal  to  convoy 
and  assist  the  expedition.  General  Woodbury  went  in  the  Honduras 
to  direct  the  operations  in  person.  One  company  of  the  Forty -seventh 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  accompanied  him  in  the  quarter¬ 
master’s  schooner  Matchless ,  and  more  than  30  of  the  refugee  rangers  had 
already  preceded  him  to  Charlotte  Harbor,  where  large  numbers  of 
recruits  were  confidently  expected  to  join  them  from  the  mainland. 

The  general  left  yesterday  and  will  establish  his  force  at  Fort  Myers, 
about  12  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Chattahoochee  [Caloosahatchee] 
River,  for  the  present.  Should  his  expectations  of  the  reinforcements 
likely  to  join  him  from  the  surrounding  country  prove  correct,  he 
will  be  able  to  push  his  operations  on  to  Tampa  and  to  occupy  that 
place. 

In  the  meantime  the  Honduras  and  other  vessels. on  the  blockade 
have  orders  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  this  expedition  to  the  extent 
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of  their  ability,  and  I  am  prepared  to  render  such  further  assistance 
as  may  be  needed. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Chandler,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

JJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinta ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Roebuck. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea ,  January  7,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Roebuck , 
taken  by  this  vessel  at  8: 15  a.  m.  this  day,  after  a  chase  of  two  hours. 
She  cleared  from  Havana  on  Monday,  the  4th  instant,  and  was  bound 
to  Mobile.  I  have  taken  the  captain  and  two  men  on  board  this  ship, 
as  the  accommodations  are  so  small  on  board  the  schooner,  leaving  two 
of  her  crew  to  testify  before  the  courts  She  is  a  new  vessel  and  a  fast 
sailer  and  would  make  a  good  tender.  Her  captain  tells  me  that  he 
paid  $8,000  in  gold  for  her  cargo  in  Havana,  and  the  vessel  he  was 
offered  $5,000  for.  Her  cargo  is  assorted,  and  among  other  things 
she  has  clothing  and  lead.  I  send  Acting  Ensign  Charles  Cunningham, 
with  two  petty  officers  and  four  men  in  charge  of  the  prize.  Her 
nautical  instruments  are  the  best  I  have  seen  in  some  time,  and  the 
chronometer  and  sextant  would  be  useful  to  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Ensign  Russell ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  JJ.  S.  lark 

Restless ,  to  Acting  Ensign  Crissey,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S. 

Bloomer ,  requesting  his  assistance. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Fla. ,  January  9 ,  186 J. 

Sir:  Captain  Browne  has  requested  me  to  communicate  to  you  and 
give  you  a  brief  epitome  of  what  has  transpired  here  since  you  left, 
and  also  to  request  your  services  once  more  in  this  quarter. 

Nineteen  refugees  and  a  large  number  of  contrabands  have  come  off 
to  us  lately.  They  are  mostly  all  from  Georgia  and  Alabama.  From 
them  we  learn  that  Robinson’s  company  remain  at  their  same  station, 
and  that  there  is  a  strong  Union  sentiment  manifested  by  a  large 
majority  of  them,  also  by  numbers  of  inhabitants  of  this  section,  and 
that  it  only  required  a  demonstration  from  our  side  to  make  them  all 
enroll  themselves  under  the  standard  of  the  Union. 

The  schooner  also  remains  in  Bear  Creek — loaded  or  not,  we  do  not 
know. 

Some  of  the  salt  works  in  both  bays  have  resumed  operations  and 
need  a  visit  from  us. 
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There  is  also  a  small  steamer  in  the  Chipola  River,  which  we  might 
possibly  capture.  She  is  used  to  convey  salt  from  a  large  salt  ware¬ 
house  at  the  head  of  East  Bay,  through  a  cut-off  into  the  Chattahoochee 
River,  and  thence  to  the  interior.  Everything  will  be  in  operation  by 
the  time  you  come  here. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

In  conclusion,  Captain  Browne  would  like  to  know  by  the  earliest 
opportunity  if,  and  when,  you  will  come.  He  also  transmits  his  best 
wishes  to  yourself  and  Captain  Dustin  and  wishes  to  see  you  here  soon. 
*****  *  * 

Truly,  yours, 

.  James  J.  Russell. 

Acting  Ensign  Crissey, 

TJ.  S.  A.  Bloomer ,  East  Pass,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark 

Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Susan,  off 

Jupiter  Inlet,  January  11,  186 J. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet,  January  12,  1861 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  capture,  on 
the  11th  instant,  of  the  English  schooner  Susan,  about  6  tons,  J.  F. 
Pinder,  master,  and  crew  of  3  men,  laden  with  43  bags  salt  and  sundry 
boxes  dry  goods,  by  the  boats  of  this  vessel,  within  500  yards  of 
Jupiter  Inlet,  in  the  attempt  to  run  in  there. 

A  clearance  from  Abaco,  $265  in  Confederate  notes,  and  English 
colors  were  found  on  board;  had  no  colors  set  at  time  of  capture. 

The  captain  says  he  was  bound  to  Sand  Point. 

At  the  time  this  vessel  was  captured  an  army  tug  was  near  and 
stood  offshore  3  miles,  capturing  another  schooner,  also  bound  in. 

The  cargo  I  shall  send  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  retaining  the 
vessel  to  be  used  as  a  guard  boat  in  the  sound. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  entitled 
to  share  in  the  above  capture. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Sears ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Honeysuckle,  claiming  a  share  in  the  prize  schooner  Susan,  captured 
by  TJ.  S.  bark  Roebuck  January  11,  186 J. 

II.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  January  23,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  state  that  this  vessel  was  in  pursuit  and  within  hailing 
distance  of  the  English  schooner  Susan,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
when  she  was  captured  by  a  boat  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck,  on 
the  11th  day  of  January,  1864,  Jupiter  Inlet  light-house  bearing  west, 
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1  mile  distant.  Since  arriving  here  I  have  learned  that  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Roebuck  reported  this  vessel  as  an  army  steam  tug 
passing  at  the  time;  but  this  is  a  mistake.  I  discovered  the  Susan 
at  or  about  11  a.  m.  of  the  said  morning,  and  immediately  changed 
our  course  to  cut  her  off  from  the  land.  About  ten  minutes  before  we 
reached  the  Susan  I  saw  the  Roebuck?  s  boat  coming  out  from  Jupiter 
Inlet.  The  boat  reached  the  Susan  before  it  could  be  done  by  us. 
Therefore  I  do,  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  claim 
a  share  in  the  said  schooner  Susan. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cyrus  Sears, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  an  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Jupiter  Inlet  and  the  capture  of  the  Confederate  sloop  Maria 
Louise  and  British  schooner  Susan. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  January  12 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  learning  from  refugees  small 
vessels  frequently  ran  into  Jupiter  Inlet  from  the  Bahamas  I  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  attempt  the  capture  of  them,  and  accordingly,  on  the 
8th  instant,  fitted  out  two  armed  boats,  under  the  command  of  Acting 
Ensign  G.  M.  Pulsipher  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  H.  Bradford, 
and  sent  them  into  the  sound  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Jupiter  Inlet 
and  capture  all  vessels  attempting  to  run  in  or  out. 

The  boats  returned  last  evening,  bringing  with  them  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  sloop  Maria  Louise  (8  tons  register  and  owned  at  Savannah),  John 
Makin,  master,  a  crew  of  2  men,  and  3  passengers,  laden  with  about 
3,000  pounds  sea-island  cotton,  captured  on  the  10th  instant  2  miles 
from  Jupiter  Inlet  while  trying  to  run  out.  She  had  a  Confederate 
register,  but  no  colors.  On  the  persons  of  the  captain  and  passengers 
were  found  $725.95  in  gold  and  silver,  3  gold  watches,  and  $240  in 
Confederate  notes,  which  were  taken  possession  of.  This  man  Makin 
ran  out  of  Savannah  in  October  last.  The  passenger  Shackleford, 
on  whom  $480  in  gold  was  found,  appears  from  papers  taken  to  have 
acted  as  agent  for  the  shippers. 

,  The  boats  also  brought  the  English  schooner  Susan ,  of  Nassau  (about 
6  tons),  J.  H.  Binder,  master,  and  crew  of  3  men,  laden  with  43  bags 
salt  and  sundry  boxes,  as  dry  goods,  etc. ,  eight  days  from  Green  Tur¬ 
tle  Cay,  captured  within  500  yards  of  the  bar  at  Jupiter  Inlet  in  the 
attempt  to  run  in. 

The  captain  says  he  was  bound  to  Sand  Point,  [Fla.].  A  clearance 
from  Abaco  and  English  colors  were  found  on  board;  had  no  colors  set 
at  time  of  capture. 

At  the  time  of  capture  an  army  tug  was  near,  and  stood  offshore 
about  3  miles  and  captured  another  schooner,  which  Pinder  says  was 
bound  in.  I  have  taken  the  cargoes  of  both  vessels  on  board  this  ship, 
as  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  send  a  crew  to  Key  West  in  such  frail 
crafts,  and  the  sloop  leaked  quite  badly.  The  schooner  was  exactly  the 
boat  I  required  for  inside  work.  I  have  fitted  my  howitzer  on'  her, 
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and  shall  dispatch  her  this  evening  under  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
(x.  M.  Pulsipher  and  a  crew  to  Jupiter  Inlet,  hoping  thereby  to  cap- 
ture  more  of  these  vessels  before  news  reaches  Nassau  that  the  place 
is  well  guarded. 

I  trust  you  may  approve  of  my  action  in  retaining  the  schooner. 

The  cargoes  and  sloop  will  be  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication  by 
earliest  available  opportunity. 

I  he  refugees  now  on  shore  here  are  encroaching  quite  severely  on 
our  stock  of  ship’s  stores,  and  wish  a  vessel  might  be  sent  to  convov 
them  to  Key  West. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Mast.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Blaster  Chatfield ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S. 
schooner  Two  Sisters,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  William , 
off  the  Suwanee  River. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Two  Sisters, 

Off  Suwanee  River,  January  13,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  passing  down  the  coast, 
off  the  mouth  of  Suwanee  River,  at  4:45  p.  m.  saw  a  sail  bearing  W. 
S.  W.  Immediately  gave  chase  and  soon  discovered  that  she  was  a 
schooner  and  that  she  was  steering  in  a  northerly  direction,  trying  to 
pass  to  windward  of  us  and  get  nearer  the  land,  and  using  every  means 
to  avoid  communicating  with  us.  The  wind  dying  out,  I  dispatched 
an  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Montague,  who  succeeded 
in  boarding  her  at  about  7  p.  m.,  after  first  hailing  and  then  firing  in 
order  to  bring  her  to.  In  answer  to  Acting  Ensign  Montague’s  ques¬ 
tions,  the  captain  informed  him  that  he  was  in  ballast,  bound  to  New 
Orleans,  and  that  he  was  upon  the  coast  in  consequence  of  his  vessel 
being  in  a  leaky  condition.  Upon  examining  his  papers,  she  proved  to 
be  the  schooner  William,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  salt,  bag- 
ging,  and  rope,  instead  of  ballast.  Mr.  Montague  informs  me  that  the 
captain  hesitated  to  exhibit  his  manifest,  and  it  was  only  when  he 
demanded  it  that  he  gave  it  up.  The  papers  appear  to  be  correct, 
except  that  the  shipping  articles  are  not  certified  and  he  has  no 
crew  list. 

As  the  capture  was  made  in  6  fathoms  water,  upon  a  part  of  the 
coast  entirely  out  of  the  track  of  vessels  bound  to  New  Orleans,  and 
trying  to  get  still  nearer  the  land,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  send 
her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  I  also  send  what  papers  were  found 
on  board,  together  with  the  vessel’s  log  book. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Chatfield, 

Actg.  Master,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  TJ.  S.  Schooner  Two  Sisters. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Sears ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 
Honeysuckle ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Fly ,  off 
Jupiter  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  January  If  186 f 
Sir:  1  beg  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  English  schooner 
Fly ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  under  the  following  circumstances: 

Noon,  January  11,  1864,  Jupiter  Inlet  light-house  bearing  west,  1 
mile  distant,  while  communicating  with  a  boat  from  the  U.  S.  bark 
Roebuck ,  which  had  just  taken  a  small  schooner  within  hailing  dis¬ 
tance,  a  sail  was  sighted  bearing  E.  S.  E.,  6  miles  distant,  standing- 
in  for  the  land  before  the  wind.  Went  in  pursuit,  and  when  within  2 
miles  of  her  she  was  hauled  by  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  head¬ 
ing  N.  N.  E.,  at  the  same  time  showing  the  English  flag. 

At  1  p.  m.  fired  a  shot  across  her  bow,  when  she  was  hove  to.  Sent 
a  boat  on  board  with  an  officer,  to  examine  her  papers  and  cargo.  Not 
finding  the  cargo  to  agree  with  the  manifest,  and  that  the  vessel  was 
greatly  out  of  the  course  of  her  voyage,  as  the  clearance  showed  that 
'she  was  bound  from  Green  Turtle  Cay  to  Key  West,  I  took  the  vessel 
in  tow  as  a  prize,  bringing  her  to  this  port.  At  the  time  of  capture 
the  boats  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck  were  about  4  miles  distant. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cyrus  Sears, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

January  15,  186 f 


Name. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  . . 

Beauregard . 

Schooner . 

Clyde . 

Steamer  . . 

De  Soto . 

Steamer  . . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . 

Fort  Henry . 

Steamer  . . 

Gem  of  the  Sea .... 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson  . 

Steamer  . . 

Honduras . 

_ do . 

Honeysuckle . 

_ do . 

Huntsville . 

_ do . 

J.  S.  Chambers _ 

Schooner . 

Marigold . 

Steamer  . . 

Pursuit . . 

Bark . 

Restless . 

. do _ 

. do  . . 

Sagamore . 

Steamer  . . 

San  Jacinto . 

. do _ 

Somerset . 

. do  — 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

. do _ 

Sunflower  . . .  ’. . 

. do _ 

Tahoma . 

. do _ 

Tioga . 

Wanderer . 

Schooner  . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.Stodder  . 
Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Q.  A.  Hooper. 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  G.  H.  Scott . 

Actg.  Master  VV.  McClintock  . . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  B.  Baxter  .. 
Actg. Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Rockwell. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  R.  Harris.. 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Master  J.  H.  Platt . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees  . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  B.  Smith  .. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Randall  . 

Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne _ 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming... 
Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  Budd 
Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb... 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony.. 
Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . 
Actg.  Master’s  Mate  T.  Tierney. 


Where  stationed. 


East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Between  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Cape 
Canaveral. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Ordnance  storeship,  Key  West. 

Off  N.  E.  Providence  Channel. 
Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Latitude  28°,  between  longitude  83° 
and  85°. 

Temporarily  on  duty  with  the 
Army. 

Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 
Underway  for  Cedar  Keys. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Latitude  29°  30',  between  longitude 
86°  and  88°. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Off  St.  Marks. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Refitting  and  coaling  at  Key  West. 
Off  N .  li.  Providence  Channel. 

In  ordinary  at  Key  West. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron — Continued. 

TENDERS. 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Annie . 

Schooner. 

Sagamore . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  J.  S. 
Williams. 

Between  Suwanee  River 
and  Crystal  River. 

Ariel . 

- do . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Harri¬ 
son. 

Between  Caioosahatc.hee 
River  and  Cape  Sable. 

Carmita . 

_ do . 

Storehouse . 

Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 
Between  St.  Marks  and 
Cedar  Keys. 

Fox . 

_ do . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  G.  Ashbury... 

Julia  .  ..T. . 

Sloop  .... 

Eugenie . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  G.  H. 
Disley. 

Guard  vessel  at  Boca 
Chica. 

Rosalie . 

—  do . 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin... 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Sea  Bird . 

Schooner. 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark  . . . 

Latitude  26°,  longitude 
85°. 

Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Stonewall . 

- do . 

Sunflower . 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter.. 

Two  Sisters.... 

_ do . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . 

Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Anclote  Keys. 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  /Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  lee ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Giddings,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Key  West ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Newport  News ,  Va. ,  January  15 ,  186 J. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  are  the  orders  of  the  Department  to  you  of 
January  6,  to  proceed  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bailey.  Having  arrived  from  Gosport  navy  yard  this 
morning  and  reported  your  vessel  ready  for  service,  you  will  take  on 
board  what  coal  you  need  and  proceed  to  sea  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  permit.  Enclosed  is  a  series  of  extracts  from  the  consular  cor¬ 
respondence  of  Government,  lately  received,  regarding  the  movements 
of  vessels  suspected  of  being  in  the  interests  of  the  rebels.  Your 
especial  attention  is  called  to  these  extracts. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  J.  E.  Giddings,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson ,  Newport  News ,  Va. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Burgess ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,'  commanding  TJ.  S. 
schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Minnie ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Cape  Canaveral ,  Fla. ,  January  16,  186 J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  On  the  15th 
instant,-  at  7 :  30  a.  m. ,  while  on  a  cruise,  1  discovered  a  sail  close  inshore, 
about  20  miles  to  the  southward  of  Mosquito  Inlet.  I  immediately 
gave  chase,  the  vessel  making  all  sail  and  steaming  about  N.  E. 
During  the  chase,  which  lasted  six  hours,  I  fired  14  shot  and  shell,  but 


628 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


she  showed  no  colors  and  made  every  effort  to  escape.  I  boarded  her 
about  noon;  she  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Minnie ,  of  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  from  Nassau,  bound  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  with  a 
cargo  consisting  of  salt,  liquors,  and  earthenware,  and  as  she  had  a 
suspicious  appearance,  I  seized  her  as  a  prize  of  war  and  send  her  to 
Key  West  for  adjudication.  There  were  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at 
the  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Burgess, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  JJ.  >S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 
Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Hunts¬ 
ville. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  January  18,  186 J. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  you  have  turned  over  the  command  of  the  San 
Jacinto  to  Commander  Armstrong  you  will  proceed  on  board  the 
Huntsville  and  assume  the  command  of  that  vessel. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acig.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Ralph  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Willcomb?  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Stars  and,  Stripes ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Laura,  off 
the  OcklocTconee  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Maries  [ Apalachee\  Bay,  January  19,  186 J. 
Sir:  The  prize  steamer  Laura ,  hailing  from  St.  John,  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  was  captured  by  this  vessel  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ocklockonee 
River  under  the  following  circumstances: 

At  4:35  p.  m.  of  the  18th  instant  a  sail  was  reported  in  a  S.  W.  direc¬ 
tion,  and  1  immediately  got  underway  and  gave  chase. 

At  4:50  p.  m.  another  vessel  was  reported,  apparently  in  pursuit  of 
the  first-mentioned  sail,  which  convinced  me  that  the  pursued  vessel 
was  a  blockade  runner.  I  stood  to  the  W.  by  S.  with  a  view  to  cut 
her  off,  and  fired  several  shots  at  her,  which  fell  short;  she  then  hauled 
in  for  the  South  West  Cape  and  both  vessels  were  soon  lost  sight  of  in 
the  darkness  of  night;  but  I  continued  standing  in  toward  the  river, 
and  at  6:50  p.  m.  again  discovered  her  about  1  mile  distant,  when  1 
anchored  my  vessel  in  10  feet  of  water  and  dispatched  two  armed  boats 
to  capture  her,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing.  At  8:10  p.  m.  she  was 
aground,  but  soon  and  easily  got  off  and  brought  alongside  this  ves¬ 
sel,  where  she  arrived  at  11  p.  m.  She  proved  to  be  a  blockade 
runner,  the  steamer  Laura,  hailing  from  St,  John,  New  Brunswick, 
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and  purporting  to  be  from  Havana,  loaded  with  merchandise  and 
cigars.  Five  prisoners  were  found  on  hoax’d.  She  was  bound  in  [to] 
a  Confederate  port  in  this  vicinity.  The  captain,  with  15  others, 
escaped  in  a  boat.  At  daylight  on  the  19th  instant  the  other  vessel, 
which  I  took  to  be  one  of  our  gunboats,  proved  to  be  U.  S.  S.  Hen¬ 
drick  Hudson,  and  was  discovered  in  a  S.  E.  direction  and  within  sig¬ 
nal  distance.  I  have  concluded  to  send  the  cotton  captured  on  the, 
schooner  Caroline  Gertrude  by  the  steamer  Laura  to  Key  West,  sub¬ 
ject  to  adjudication;  also  all  papers  found  on  board  the  latter  vessel 
and  her  colors  (English). 

There  being  a  quantity  of  spirits  and  wines  on  board,  and  for  the 
better  preservation  and  for  fear  of  its  causing  any  ti’ouble,  have  put 
it  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson ,  to  be  delivered  to  the  order 
of  the  judge  of  United  States  district  court  at  Key  West. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  full  list  of  officei's  and  crew  attached  to  this 
vessel  at  the  time  of  capture  of  the  blockade-runner  steamer  Laura. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  L.  Willcomb, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  McDougal ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command- 
ing  TJ  S.  S.  Hendrick  LLudson ,  regarding  capture  of  the  steamer 
Laura ,  off  the  Ocklockonee  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Off  St.  Marks ,  Lila. ,  January  19,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  capture  of  the  blockade-running  steamer 
Laura  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes  under  the  following  cir¬ 
cumstances: 

Yesterday  morning,  at  about  8:30  a.  m.,  when  about  3  miles  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Suwanee  Kiver,  a  steamer  was  discovered  about  6  miles 
distant  from  us,  bearing  about  N.  W.  by  W.  \  W.,  apparently  at  a 
stand  and  evidently  waiting  for  the  weather  to  clear  up  before  running 
into  the  river.  Conceiving  at  once  her  true  character  I  immediately 
gave  chase,  which  she  shortly  perceiving,  kept  to  the  W.  N.  W.  and 
steamed  at  her  best  rate,  I  following.  At  this  time  it  was  calm  and  we 
did  not  seem  to  gain  any  on  the  stranger,  though  steaming  as  hard  as 
was  prudent.  About  10  a.  m.  a  fresh  breeze  sprung  up  right  ahead, 
which  gradually  increased  in  strength  until  it  was  blowing  a  half  a  gale 
of  wind,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  head  sea.  I  then  perceived  that  we 
were  gaining  on  her.  In  this  manner  I  chased  her  70  miles,  drawing 
gradually  nearer,  and  was  getting  anxious,  lest  in  the  dark  and  among 
the  shoals  off  South  West  Cape  he  might  escape,  when  to  my  great 
delight  the  Stars  and  Stripes  was  discovered  on  the  starboard  bow  in 
full  chase  and  steering  so  as  to  cut  him  off  to  the  eastward.  Just  at 
dark  I  was  near  enough  to  bring  him  in  range,  and  fired  7  shots  at 
him  with  the  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  all  of  which  could  be  seen  to 
strike  in  his  immediate  vicinity. 

Shortly  after  this  the  water  shoaled  so,  and  I  was  so  near  South 
West  Cape  (in  2  fathoms  water),  that  I  deemed  it  imprudent  to  run 
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any  farther,  and  anchored.  At  this  time  the  Stars  and  Stripes  was 
nearer  him  than  1  was,  and  I  felt  convinced  that  he  could  not  escape. 
Immediately  on  anchoring-  I  discovered  that  the  chase  did  not  move, 
and  at  once  correctly  divined  that  she  was  ashore;  which  proved  to  be 
the  case.  I  was  then  on  the  point  of  sending  my  boats  in  to  her,  but 
reflecting  that  long  before  they  could  reach  her  she  would  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes ,  I  refrained  from  so  doing.  At 
this  time  and  during  the  entire  night,  I  had  both  vessels  in  plain  sight 
from  the  deck  of  this  vessel.  At  about  9  o’clock  p.  m.  I  saw  a  Coston 
light  burned  on  board  the  prize  which  was  answered  from  the  Stars 
and  Stripes ,  which  convinced  me  that  the  capture  had  been  made.  A 
dangerous  shoal  extended  between  my  vessel  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes , 
and  I  therefore  concluded  to  wait  until  morning  before  moving.  In 
the  morning  the  Stars  and  Stripes  came  around  to  where  I  was  lying 
and  piloted  me  to  where  the  prize  was,  the  prize  crew  having  in  the 
meantime  gotten  her  afloat.  She  proved  to  be  the  Laura ,  with  an 
assorted  cargo  and  evidently  from  Havana,  bound  to  some  Confederate 
port.  Undoubtedly  her  original  destination  was  the  Suwanee  River, 
but  being  chased  from  thence  by  this  vessel,  her  next  effort  was  to  get 
into  the  Ocklockonee  River  or  the  nearest  available  place.  Acting 
Master  Charles  L.  Willcomb,  who  made  the  capture,  will  send  her  to 
Key  West  and  prepare  the  necessary  reports,  etc.  I  herewith  enclose 
a  list  of  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  entitled  to  share  as  joint  cap- 
tors  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes  in  any  prize  money  accruing  from  her. 

In  justice  to  Acting  Master  Willcomb,  I  have  to  say  that  he  mani¬ 
fested  great  skill,  energy,  and  judgment  in  the  part  he  took,  and  it  is 
due  mainly  to  him  and  the  discretion  he  displayed  that  the  steamer 
was  captured.  In  the  night,  and  with  her  light  draft  of  water,  she 
might  easily  have  eluded  me,  among  the  shoals  that  exist  hereabouts, 
and  I  desire  that  his  services  may  be  fully  appreciated  and  trust  they 
may  be  rewarded  accordingly. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  J.  McDougal, 

Lieut.  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U  S.  S.  LLendrick Hudson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailev 
U.  S.  Navy.] 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
return  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras  from  expedition  in  cooperation  with 
Brigadier-  General  Woodbury ,  IT  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Ney  West,  January  19 ,  186 J 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  (No.  9)  of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to 
the  expedition  to  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte  Harbor  under  the  personal 
direction  of  Brigadier-General  Woodbury,  I  have  to  report  the  return 
of  the  Honduras  with  the  general  on  board,  after  having  established 
a  military  post  at  Fort  Myers,  on  the  Chattahoochee  [Caloosahatchee] 
River.  As  yet,  however,  the  expectation  of  receiving  recruits  for  the 
refugee  rangers  from  the  surrounding  country  has  not  been  justified 
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by  the  event,  for  not  only  had  a  month  passed  at  our  latest  advices 
without  any  accession  to  their  force,  but  six  of  those  already  enlisted 
had  deserted  to  the  enemy  and  had  combined  with  them  to  attack  our 
men.  In  spite  of  these  circumstances,  which  occurred  before  the  gen¬ 
eral’s  arrival  there  with  a  company  of  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  defection 
appears  to  have  been  arranged  among  the  deserters  before  leaving  this 
place,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  our  hopes  of  rousing  the  country 
to  violent  opposition  against  the  burden  and  oppression  of  rebel  rule 
are  wholly  unreasonable;  but  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  dis¬ 
affected  population  of  that  region  will  require  the  support  of  a  much 
larger  force  than  can  possibly  be  spared  from  here  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  incur  the  risk  of  joining  us  in  sufficient  numbers  to  produce 
any  impoi'tant  results.  From  3,000  to  5,000  men  embarked  in  steam¬ 
ers  of  light  draft  would  undoubtedly  insure  to  us  the  possession  of  the 
whole  peninsula;  but  in  the  meantime  the  project  will  be  thoroughly 
tested  with  the  means  at  our  disposal. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  /Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne ,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 

Restless ,  regarding  proposition  made  by  Union  men  of  Marianna , 

Fla. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Fla.,  January  19,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  instant  a  person  appeared  on  the  main¬ 
land  at  this  place  with  a  flag  of  truce.  He  was  a  mile  or  more  distant, 
and  was  supposed  to  be  a  refugee  or  contraband,  many  of  whom  have 
lately  come  off  to  this  ship.  I  dispatched  Acting  Ensign  Hicks  in 
a  boat  to  him,  and  he  was  allowed  to  come  on  board  without  my 
knowledge. 

He  represented  himself  a  good  Union  man  having  business  with  me 
on  behalf  of  good  Union  men  of  Marianna.  I  took  him  into  my  cabin, 
where  he  remained  during  his  stay  on  board.  He  made  substantially 
the  following  statement:  That  there  was  a  schooner  of  60  tons  burden, 
named  the  Fain,  lying  at  Bear  Creek,  North  Bay,  about  20  miles  from 
here  and  partly  loaded  with  cotton  (of  this  fact  I  was  already  aware); 
that  she  would  carry  about  120  bales;  that  he,  George  W.  Maslin,  was 
the  agent  in  this  mission  for  four  Union  men  of  Marianna,  named  John 
T.  My  rick,  Alderman,  Moore,  and  Burnett,  one  or  two  of  whom  owned 
part  of  the  cotton  on  board  the  vessel.  All  had  determined  to  get 
away  from  the  Southern  Government,  if  possible,  except  Burnett, 
whom  domestic  affairs  compelled  to  remain. 

My  rick  also  wished  to  pay  for  some  goods  purchased  in  New  York 
just  before  the  war.  As  the  only  way  to  accomplish  these  objects 
they  proposed  to  buy  with  Confederate  money  the  vessel  and  some 
cotton  they  could  procure  to  complete  the  cargo,  together  with  the 
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remaining  interest  in  that  already  on  board,  and  bring  the  vessel  and 
cargo  to  this  place,  Maslin,  who  desired  to  leave,  acting  as  captain, 
and,  if  possible,  obtain  my  permission  to  proceed  to  Pensacola  or  Kej- 
West,  where,  on  proof  of  their  loyalty,  they  hoped  to  be  allowed  to 
sell  their  vessel  and  cargo,  or,  if  I  should  refuse  such  permission,  to 
land  their  cargo  upon  the  island  here  and  await  your  action. 

The  four  men  are  known  by  refugees  here  to  be  true  and  loyal  men. 
Captain  Maslin  says  he  is  an  Englishman  who  has  been  in  this  country 
about  twelve  years,  residing  most  of  that  time  at  Key  West,  and  has 
taken  out  his  first  papers  of  naturalization.  While  on  board  he  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

I  told  Captain  Maslin  I  could  make  no  promise  whatever,  or  in  any 
way  compromise  myself  or  Government;  that  if  the  vessel  came  down 
to  me  I  should  take  possession  of  her,  in  the  same  way  as  if  she  were 
lawful  prize,  and  refer  the  whole  matter  to  you.  Captain  Maslin  said 
he  would  report  my  answer  to  his  principals  and  thought  they  would 
be  willing  to  bring  the  cargo  and  schooner  down  and  deliver  them  into 
my  possession,  to  await  the  action  of  the  proper  authorities  in  the 
matter. 

I  warned  him  against  attempting  to  run  out,  and  in  order  to  guard 
against  surprise,  I  told  him  where  to  anchor.  He  brought  two  letters 
with  him,  which  I  enclose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Browne, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Bear -Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  hark 

Roebuck ,  regarding,  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Eliza ,  of 

Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Bark  Boebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  January  22,  1861/.. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  19th  instant,  by 
the  boats  of  this  ship,  of  the  British  schooner  Eliza ,  of  Nassau, 
tons,  Bobert  Saunders,  master,  and  a  crew  of  3  men,  laden  with  14  bales 
cotton,  1  mile  inside  of  Jupiter  Inlet,  in  the  attempt  to  run  out. 

Her  papers  were  all  thrown  overboard,  but  her  register  was  recov¬ 
ered.  No  colors  were  discovered. 

1  have  taken  the  cargo  on  board  this  ship,  as  I  did  not  deem  it  pru- 
dent  to  trust  men  in  such  a  frail  craft  at  this  inclement  season.  I 
shall  forward  it  to  Ke}7  West  for  adjudication  the  first  opportunity. 

.  I  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  at  the 
time  of  above  capture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary '  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  baric 

Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  Mary,  of  Nassau, 

New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  January  22,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  19th  instant,  by 
the  boats  of  this  ship,  of  the  British  sloop  Mary,  of  Nassau,  lOTW  tons, 
J.  M.  Doherty,  master,  a  crew  of  5  men,  and  5  passengers,  1  mile 
inside  of  Jupiter  Inlet,  in  the  attempt  to  run  out.  Her  cargo  consists 
of  31  bales  cotton. 

A  register,  bill  of  lading,  inward  manifest,  and  English  colors  were 
found  on  board. 

Had  no  colors  set  at  time  of  capture.  A  package  of  letters  was 
thrown  overboard,  but  recovered. 

On  the  person  of  L.  Ohlmans  (a  passenger)  was  found  15,587  in 
Southern  bank  bills  and  $555  in  gold.  From  letters  found  it  appears 
he  was  going  abroad  to  purchase  machinery  with  the  intention  of 
starting  a  woolen  factory  in  the  South. 

On  another  passenger  was  found  $117  in  gold  and  silver. 

I  have  taken  the  deck  load  of  9  bales  on  board  this  ship,  and  shall 
dispatch  her  this  evening  with  the  balance,  and  her  former  master 
and  the  passenger  Ohlmans,  under  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  G.  M. 
Pulsipher  and  a  prize  crew  of  4  men,  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
ship  at  time  of  above  capture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

.Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark 
Roebuck,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Caroline  from  Green 
Turtle  Cay. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  January  22,  186 .J 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  18th  instant,  by 
the  boats  of  this  vessel,  the  sloop  Caroline,  T.  W.  Lund,  master,  and 
crew  of  three  men  from  Green  Turtle  Cay,  on  the  bar  at  the  entrance 
of  Jupiter  Inlet,  in  the  attempt  to  run  in. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  50  sacks  salt,  4  cases  gin,  one-half  barrel  soda, 
and  one  box  dry  goods;  a  manifest  was  the  only  paper  found  on  board. 

Rebel  colors  also  found,  but  none  set  at  time  of  capture.  I  have 
taken  the  cargo  on  board  this  ship  for  safetjr  and  shall  send  it  with  the 
vessel  to  Key  West  first  available  opportunity. 

The  boats  also  obliged  the  British  sloop  Young  Racer,  laden  with  salt, 
to  run  ashore  and  be  destroyed,  on  the  14th  instant,  15  miles  north  of 
Jupiter  Inlet. 
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I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship 
at  the  time  of  above  capture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Capture  of  schooner  William  A.  Kciin  and  seven  prisoners ,  in  Bear 
Creek ,  by  boat  expedition  from  U.  S.  bark  Restless ,  January  22, 186 J. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  II.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  conduct  of  Acting 
Ensign  Russell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  48. J  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  February  3 , 186 A 

Sir:  In  forwarding  the  enclosed  report  of  Acting  Master  Browne, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  of  this  squadron,  I  feel  it  a  pleasure 
to  add  my  commendation  of  the  spirited  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign 
James  J.  Russell,  the  officer  to  whose  tact  and  courage  the  capture 
therein  detailed  is  justly  due.  It  is  not  often  that  a  success  occurs 
more  signal  and  complete,  or  that  an  officer,  almost  single-handed,  cap¬ 
tures  and  brings  away  in  custody  7  prisoners  and  a  valuable  prize  out 
of  the  very  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Russell  had  been  sent  on  shore  with  instructions  to  cross  a  neck 
of  land  a  mile  or  so  in  width,  to  East  Bay,  to  reconnoiter  the  position 
of  a  large  schooner,  loaded  with  cotton  and  tobacco,  supposed  to  be 
concealed  in  a  bayou  on  the  other  side  of  the  bay.  This  reconnois- 
sance  was  preliminary  to  an  attack  in  force  with  armed  boats.  One 
seaman  and  a  man  who  had  deserted  to  us  only  the  day  previous,  and 
was  still  in  his  rebel  uniform,  were  detailed  to  accompany  him. 

While  proceeding  across  the  neck  of  land,  through  the  woods,  Mr. 
Russell  came  suddenly  upon  the  owner  and  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
schooner  crossing  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  movements  of  the 
Restless.  W  ith  a  promptness  and  presence  of  mind  that  characterized 
all  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  Mr.  Russell  at  once  made  these  men 
his  prisoners.  _  He  learned  from  them  that  they  had  come  over  from 
the  mainland  in  a  boat,  which  they  had  left  waiting  for  them  in  charge 
of  three  men.  Mr.  Russell  at  once  marched  his  prisoners  with  his  own 
paity  to  the  boat  and  took  prisoners  the  three  men.  He  determined 
to  push  on  the  enterprise  and  ascertaining  that  the  schooner  lay 
moored  in  a  remote  bayou  on  the  other  side  of  the  bay  in  charge  of  two 
men,  he  ordered  his  five  prisoners  into  the  boat,  first  disarming  them, 
ana  compelled  them  to  row  him  across  the  bay  and  up  a  creek 
approachable  only  by  a  difficult  channel,  to  the  place  where  the 
schooner  lay  concealed.  Boarding  her  he  found  himself  with  his  two 
men  in  the  enemy’s  country  in  possession  of  a  valuable  prize  and  seven 
prisoners.  Not  venturing  to  trust  to  the  pilotage  of  any  of  the  cap- 
tu red  party,  Mr.  Russell  sent  two  negro  boys,  who  were  oystering  near 
\  their  father,  who,  it  appeared,  knew  the  channel  well,  and 
assisted  by  him  and  the  prisoners,  got  the  schooner  underway  and  out 
into  the  bay,  wheie,  it  falling  calm,  he  was  compelled  to  anchor  over 
night,  during  which  he  kept  constant  guard  over  his  seven  prisoners 
lest  a  i  ecapture  should  be  attempted.  The  next  morning  he  again  got 
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the  schooner  underway  and  brought  his  bold  exploit  to  a  successful 
conclusion  by  anchoring  her  under  the  guns  of  the  Restless. 

The  Department  will  remember  that  Mr.  Russell  is  the  officer  under 
whose  charge  the  expedition  was  placed  that  destroyed  the  salt  works 
at  Lake  Ocala  on  the  2d  of  December,  and  who  was  so  warmly  com¬ 
mended  by  his  commanding  officer  for  the  skill  and  judgment  he  dis- 
p layed  on  that  occasion. 

Again,  on  the  10th  of  December  Mr.  Russell  bore  a  conspicuous 
part  in  the  expedition  that  destroyed,  on  that  day,  the  extensive  and 
valuable  salt  works  at  St.  Andrew’s,  owned  in  great  part  by  the  rebel 
Government,  and,  finally,  on  the  18th  of  December,  he  again  won  the 
favorable  report  of  his  commanding  officer  by  the  energy  that  he  then 
displayed  in  completing  the  work  of  breaking  up  the  immense  salt 
factories  that  extended  for  miles  along  the  coasts  and  in  the  interior. 
In  consideration  of  these  services  I  would  recommend  that  for  the 
ability  shown  in  the  destruction  of  the  salt  works  of  such  great  value 
to  the  rebels  Mr.  Russell  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  acting  master, 
the  appointment  to  bear  date  December  2,  1863,  and  that  for  his  serv¬ 
ices  in  taking  a  prize  from  an  enemy  more  than  double  his  superior  in 
numbers  he  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  acting  volunteer  lieutenant, 
the  appointment  to  bear  date  January  22,  1861. 

The  prompt  recognitions  of  zeal  and  ability  heretofore  given  have 
greatly  stimulated  and  encouraged  the  officers  and  men  of  this  squad¬ 
ron  in  all  matters  of  enterprise,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  their  general  conduct  and  their  interest  and  pride  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Fla. ,  January  !S3,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  William 
A.  Kain  and  cargo  by  this  vessel  under  the  following  circumstances: 
I  had  for  several  weeks  been  aware  that  a  schooner  loaded  with  cotton 
was  lying  in  Bear  Creek,  several  miles  up  the  bay.  I  had  several 
times  attempted  to  capture  her,  but  the  creek  was  long,  narrow,  and 
crooked,  and  the  channels  intricate,  and  I  had  been  unable  to  accom¬ 
plish  her  capture.  Within  the  past  week  the  schooner  had  come  out 
of  the  creek  and  down  into  Watson’s  Bayou,  there  to  watch  for  an 
opportunity  to  run  the  blockade.  Being  informed  of  this  fact  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  send  Acting  Ensign  James  J.  Russell  and  Acting  Ensign 
Henry  Eason  in  command  of  the  first  and  second  cutters,  armed  and 
manned,  on  the  night  of  the  22d  instant  to  effect  her  capture.  I  thought 
best  to  first  send  Mr.  Russell  in  the  daytime  with  two  men  to  the  main¬ 
land,  to  ascertain  if  possible  the  exact  position  of  the  vessel,  fearing 
that  unless  this  precaution  were  taken,  the  moon  being  quite  bright, 
the  cutters  in  their  search  might  be  discovered  and  the  schooner  fired. 
I  instructed  Mr.  Russell  that  after  ascertaining  her  position  he  should 
return  if  possible  before  dark  to  take  command  of  the  first  cutter,  and 
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in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Eason,  in  command  of  the  second  cutter,  to 
capture  her.  Mr.  Russell  was  to  make  a  signal  from  the  beach,  from 
which  the  first  cutter  was  to  take  him.  In  accordance  with  my  orders 
Mr.  Eason  and  the  two  boats  left  the  ship  at  dark  and  proceeded  to 
stations  agreed  upon,  where  they  waited  all  night  for  Mr.  Russell  and 
returned  to  the  ship  this  morning.  I  then  began  to  entertain  strong 
fears  that  Mr.  Russell  had  been  taken  prisoner.  About  10  o’clock 
a.  m.  the  schooner  appeared  in  sight,  coming  down  the  bay.  Mr. 
Russell  with  the  two  men  had  effected  her  capture.  He  reports  that 
while  reconnoitering  he  found  two  men  in  a  yawl  on  the  shore,  whom 
he  captured,  and  who  proved  to  be,  one  the  supercargo  of  the  schooner 
and  part  owner  of  her  cargo,  the  other,  one  of  her  crew.  From  these 
he  learned  that  the  captain,  mate,  and  another  of  the  crew  were  on 
shoie  spying  out  the  position  of  the  bark  preparatory  to  running-  out. 
Keeping  the  two  already  captured  with  him  he  found  and  captured 
the  other  three.  From  them  he  learned  the  position  of  the  schooner 
and  determined  to  take  her.  He  compelled  his  prisoners  to  row  him¬ 
self  and  men  to  the  schooner,  of  which  he  took  possession.  On  board 
he  found  two  more  of  her  crew.  Seeing  two  young  negroes  in  a  boat 
who  were  the  sons  of  an  old  negro  pilot  near'  by  named  Mazalina,  he 
sent  them  for  their  father,  who  soon  came  off.  Mr.  Russell  then  got 
underway  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  negro  pilot,  brought  the 
schooner  out  of  the  bayou  into  East  Bay,  where,  for  want  of  wind,  he 
was  compelled  to  anchor  until  this  morning,  when  he  ag-ain  got  under¬ 
way  and  came  to  the  ship. 

By  papers  found  on  board,  it  appears  that  the  William  A.  Rain  is 
loaded  with  57  bales  of  cotton  and  2,626  pounds  of  tobacco,  bound  to 
Havana.  I  he  name  of  the  captain  is  George  K.  Saylor,  and  that  of 
the  supercargo  Henry  McCauley.  Upon  the  person  of  the  super¬ 
cargo  was  found  Confederate  bonds  for  $10,000,  with  8-per-cent  cou¬ 
pons  attached. 


I  shall  forthwith  forward  the  vessel  and  cargo,  together  with  all  her 
papers,  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  beg  leave  to  present  to  your  favorable  consideration  Acting  Ensiun 
James  J.  Russell,  who  captured  the  vessel  and  7  men  with  onlv  two 
one  of  whom  was  a  rebel  deserter,  who' had  that  very  day  enlisted  in  the 
Aavy ;  also  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason,  who  has  rendered  very  efficient 
service  and  displayed  great  daring  on  many  occasions  while  attached 
to  this  vessel ,_  and  would  have  cooperated  in  the  capture  of  the  schooner 

,  the  occasion  allowed;  also  the  two  men  who  accompanied  Mr.  Rus- 
sell  on  this  expedition,  viz,  John  Oxford,  seaman,  and  Andrew  C  Jor¬ 
dan,  landsman  who,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Russell’s  report,  “After  a 
toilsome  march  through  the  woods  during  the  day,  were  vigilant  and 
active  all  night.  The.  latter  (Jordan)  is  a  deserter  from  §the  rebel 

uniform^  JUSt  enllsted  111  tlle  Nay3b  and  at  the  time  had  on  the  rebel 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Mr.  Russell’s  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor,  but  omitting  the  last  parao-rauh 
of  above  report,  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.]  *  &  1 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Russell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Expedition. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay ,  Fla .,  January  2 3 ,  186//. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
landed,  accompanied  by  two  men,  and  proceeded  across  the  mainland  to 
Ferry  Point  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  of  the  schooner 
reported  to  be  in  Watson’s  Bayou.  On  my  arrival  there  I  found  a 
yawl  boat,  with  two  men  in  her,  on  the  lookout  down  East  Bay.  I  took 
them  prisoners,  and  found  one  of  them  to  be  the  owner  of  the  cargo  on 
board  the  schooner  and  the  other  one  of  the  crew.  From  them  I 
learned  that  the  captain,  mate,  and  another  of  the  crew  were  spying 
the  position  of  the  bark,  preparatory  to  running  the  blockade.  Keep¬ 
ing  the  two  in  custody,  I  proceeded  to  capture  the  other  three,  in  which 
attempt  I  was  successful.  From  them  1  learned  the  exact  position  of 
the  schooner,  and  determined  to  capture  her.  Compelling  the  pris¬ 
oners  to  pull  me,  I  went  on  board,  where  1  found  two  more  men,  and 
getting  underway,  proceeded  from  Watson’s  Bayou  (where  she  was 
then  lying)  into  East  Ba}u  There  being  no  wind,  I  was  obliged  to 
anchor  until  morning.  At  sunrise  I  again  got  underway  and  returned 
to  the  bark,  where  I  arrived  at  10:30  a.  m. 

The  cargo  of  the  schooner  consisted  of  57  large  bales  of  cotton  and 
30  boxes  of  tobacco.  1  obtained  the  vessel’s  register,  manifest,  clear¬ 
ance,  and  other  papers,  and  $10,000  in  Confederate  bonds.  1  learned 
from  the  captain  and  owner  soon  after  their  capture  that  it  was  their 
intention  to  run  the  blockade  the  first  opportunity.  I  will  here  men¬ 
tion  that  Mr.  George  K.  Saylor,  the  captain,  and  Mr.  Henry  McCauley, 
the  owner  of  the  schooner,  as  well  as  her  entire  crew,  rendered  me 
material  assistance  in  bringing  the  schooner  to  this  vessel.  I  can  not 
close  without  recommending  to  your  favorable  notice  John  Oxford, 
seaman,  and  Andrew  C.  Jordan,  landsman,  who  accompanied  me  on 
the  expedition,  and  who,  after  a  toilsome  march  through  the  woods 
during  the  day,  were  vigilant  and  active  all  night,  thus  materially  aid¬ 
ing  the  successful  accomplishment  of  my  plans. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  J.  Russell, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Acting  Master  W.  R.  Browne, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Restless. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
bark  Roebuck,  regarding  the  loss  of  the  prize  sloop  Mary,  en  route 
to  Key  West. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet,  January  27,  1861/.. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  prize  sloop  Mary  on  the  night 
of  22d  instant  under  the  following  circumstances: 

She  sailed  about  dark  under  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Pulsipher 
and  prize  crew  for  Key  West.  Mr.  Pulsipher  reports  that  about  half 
an  hour  after  sailing  fie  discovered  she  was  making  water  very  fast, 
and  immediately  turned  back,  but  soon  filled,  becoming  unmanage¬ 
able.  Seeing  the  impossibility  of  fetching  this  ship,  he  let  go  both 
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anchors,  but  the  cable  of  one  parting,  drifted  rapidly  toward  the  beach, 
wind  blowing  on  a  strong  breeze.  When  the  launch  reached  the  sloop 
she  was  near  the  breakers.  The  people  were  all  taken  off  and  brought 
on  board  this  ship. 

The  sloop  went  well  up  on  the  beach,  bursting  out  her  sides  and 
raising  the  deck.  The  cotton  was  nearly  all  saved  and  is  now  on 
board  this  vessel,  though  somewhat  damaged. 

Mr.  Pulsipher  has  been  very  active  and  energetic,  always  willing 
and  prompt  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  I  think  well  deserv¬ 
ing  of  promotion. 

No  blame  can  attach  to  him  for  the  loss  of  the  Alary ,  as  the  leak 
was  very  sudden  and  beyond  his  control. 

Eighty-six  refugees  are  now  on  shore  at  Hutchinson’s  Island. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 

P.  S.  30th. — I  shall  send  all  the  cargoes  and  prisoners  by  the 
Hendrick  Hudson  if  possible. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  to  Acting 
Master  Browne ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  hark  Restless ,  stat¬ 
ing  his  inability  to  suspend  the  blockade. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  January  2 8 ,  186 f 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  January  19,  enclosing  a 
letter  to  yourself  from  John  T.  Myrick  (relative  to  a  proposed  plan 
for  running  a  cargo  of  cotton  out  of  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  with  a  view  to 
delivering  it  over  to  the  blockading  squadron  there  and  afterwards, 
on  proof  of  the  owner’s  loyalty,  applying  to  obtain  it  for  their  own 
benefit),  I  have  to  state  that  by  a  decision  of  the  United  States  dis¬ 
trict  judge  at  this  place,  “only  the  President,  acting  under  authority 
of  laws  of  Congress,  could  license  such”  an  arrangement.  The 
admiral  of  the  fleet  can  not  suspend  the  laws  of  Congress  nor  the 
blockade. 

You  can  communicate  this  to  the  persons  mentioned  in  your  letter 
at  }rour  discretion. 

Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  R.  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  hark  Restless. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Murphy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture 
of  British  steamer  Rosita  by  army  transport  steamer  Western  Metrop¬ 
olis,  January  28,  186 J 

Chelsea,  Mass.,  February  J,  186 f 
Sir:  I  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  capture  of  steamer  Rosita  with 
British  colors  flying,  on  the  28th  day  of  January,  1864,  by  steamer 
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Western  Metropolis ,  bound  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York.  The 
Western  Metropolis  not  being  an  armed  vessel,  the  captain  requested 
the  passengers  to  arm  themselves  to  capture  a  blockade  runner,  or 
supposed  to  be,  that  she  was  in  chase  of  right  ahead,  about  80  miles 
from  Key  West.  After  two  or  three  hours’  chase  the  prize  ran  down 
to  us.  Captain  Hilton  requested  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Lewis 
W.  Pennington  to  go  on  board  of  her  and  capture  her.  I  offered  my 
services,  which  Avere  accepted,  to  assist  in  her  capture.  In  company 
with  Lieutenant  L.  W.  Pennington,  First  Lieutenant  G.  C.  Steward, 
U.  S.  Army,  second  mate,  and  a  boat’s  crew  of  4  men,  went  on  board 
and  found  that  she  Avas  from  Havana,  bound  to  Nassau.  By  her  papers 
she  had  liquors,  cigars,  and  an  assorted  cargo.  W  e  convinced  ourselves 
that  she  was  a  prize  and  took  charge  of  her  by  sending  the  captain, 
officers,  and  crew  on  board  the  Western  Metropolis  and  sending  a  haAvser 
to  her  and  taking  her  in  tow  into  Key  W est.  Captain  Hilton  requested 
us,  after  she  was  fast,  to  leave  the  steamer  Rosita  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Cowan,  second  mate  of  Western  Metropolis ,  and  then  come  on  board, 
which  we  did.  The  prize  was  left  at  Key  West  with  a  prize  crew  on 
board  from  the  flagship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  Murphy, 
Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Wavy. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
capture  of  British  steamer  Rosita  hy  army  transport  steamer  West¬ 
ern  Metropolis ,  January  88,  186 lh 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  .Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  January  89,  186J 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  steamer  Western  Metropolis  (in  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  of  the  Army)  arrived  here  this 
morning  with  the  steamer  Rosita,  which  vessel  she  had  captured  as 
a  prize  while  running  from  Havana  to  Mobile  with  an  assorted  cargo. 
The  prize  was  turned  over  to  me  by  the  captors,  and  I  have  caused  the 
steps  necessary  for  her  adjudication  to  be  taken  in  the  district  court  at 
this  place.  The  Western  Metropolis  had  only  three  muskets  on  board, 
but  no  ammunition  for  them,  and  the  capture  was  mainly  due  to  the 
address  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pennington,  U.  S.  Navy,  a 
passenger. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 


This  officer  ought  to  receive  an  award  of  the  court. 


W. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Armstrong ,  it.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  regard¬ 
ing  a  temporary  transfer  of  the  flag  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Dale. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  January  £9,  186 If. 

Sir:  Before  leaving  port  you  will  be  pleased  to  arrange  with  Com¬ 
mander  Handy  for  the  temporary  transfer  of  my  flag  to  the  Dale 
during  your  absence.  You  will  also  send  my  barge  and  her  crew  on 
board  the  Huntsville  for  rations  only,  but  without  transferring  them, 
and  the  Dolphin  and  her  crew  in  like  manner  on  board  the  Dale.  If 
desired  you  can  send  the  distinguishing  pennants  of  the  squadron  to 
the  Dale ,  On  your  return  you  will  please  resume  the  flag  and  other 
things  above  mentioned  without  further  instructions  from  me. 

Respectfully, 


[T.  Bailey,] 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Commander  J.  F.  Armstrong,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of 'Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
destruction  of  salt  works  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Joseph's  Bay. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  January  30 ,  186 If. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report,  more,  however,  as  an  evidence 
of  the  zeal  and  efficiency  manifested  by  this  squadron  than  on  account 
of  the  importance  of  the  achievement,*  that  some  salt  works  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Joseph’s  Bay  have  been  destroyed  by  the  bark  Pursuit , 
under  the  command  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Randall.  One 
establishment  consisting  of  6  kettles  of  150  gallons  each  and  another 
consisting  of  3  boilers  set  in  masonry,  together  with  all  the  buildings 
and  apparatus  attached,  are  reported  as  having  been  entirely  demol¬ 
ished  and  rendered  useless  to  the  enemy. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Truxtun , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tacony ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
East  Gidf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  February  1 ,  186 f 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Tacony  is  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with 
her  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus 
Bailey  for  duty  in  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.] 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tacony ,  Philadelphia. 


*See  report  of  Randall,  p.  618. 


t  See  Series  I,  volume  9,  p.  462. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Burgess ,  U.  iS.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  S. 

schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop 

Racer ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Cape  Canaveral ,  Fla. ,  February  1 ,  1861/.. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  On  the  31st 
day  of  January,  1864,  while  on  a  cruise,  Cape  Canaveral  bearing  S.  W. 
by  W.,  distant  15  miles,  at  4  p.  m.  discovered  a  sail  bearing  W.  N.  W. 
and  steaming  S.  E.,  and  as  the  wind  was  light  at  the  time,  I  furled  my 
sails  and  sent  an  armed  boat  in  pursuit,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  H.  B.  Colby,  who,  after  an  exciting  chase  of  four  hours,  over¬ 
took  her  close  in  to  the  breakers  about  10  miles  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  Canaveral.  She  proved  to  be  the  British  sloop  Racer ,  of  Nassau, 
from  New  Smyrna,  Fla.,  bound  to  Nassau  with  a  cargo  of  cotton  (20 
bales).  I  therefore  seized  her  as  a  prize  of  war  and  send  her  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication. 

1  beg  leave  to  mention  Acting  Master’s  Mate  H.  B.  Colby,  who  has 
used  unusual  energy  in  assisting  in  the  capture  of  this  sloop,  as  also 
on  former  occasions.  There  were  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time 
of  the  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Burgess, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, ' Washington ,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  Feb 

ruary  1,  186 J. 


Name. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer . . 

Beauregard . 

Schooner . 

Clyde . 

Steamer  . . 

Dale . 

Ordnance 

ship. 

De  Soto . 

Steamer  . . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . 

Fort  Henry . 

Steamer  . . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  .... 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Steamer  . . 

Honeysuckle . 

Honduras . 

. do _ 

Huntsville . 

. do _ 

Bark . 

J.  S.  Chambers  — 

Schooner . 

Marigold . 

Steamer  . . 

Bark . 

Restless . 

. do  — 

Roebuck  . 

Sagamore . 

Steamer  . . 

San  Jacinto . 

. do _ 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  .. 

. do _ 

Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder. 
Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Q.  A.  Hooper. 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  G.  H.  Scott . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock  . . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  B.  Baxter .. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Rock¬ 
well. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal.. 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  R.  Harris.. 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  B.  Smith  .. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Randall. 
Actg.  Master  W.R.  Browne 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming - 

Comdr.  J.  F.  Armstrong . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.Budd . 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb  — 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony. . . 


Tioga 


do _ 


Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . . 


Wanderer 


Schooner . 


Actg.  Master’s  Mate  C.  T.  Somes. 


Where  stationed. 


East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Between  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Cape 
Canaveral. 

Key  West,  repairing.  Ordered  to  lat. 

25°  30',  between  long.  83°  and  85°. 
Ordnance  storeship  at  Key  West. 

Lat.  29°  30',  between  long.  86°  and 
88°. 

Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Key  West,  repairing.  Ordered  to  lat. 

28°,  between  long.  78°  and  80°. 

On  the  ways  repairing  at  Key  West. 
Supplying  the  blockading  vessels. 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass^St.  George’s  Sound. 
Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Lat.  29°,  between  long.  85°  30'  and 
87°  30'. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Off  St.  Marks.  Ordered  to  Key 
West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Key  West  coaling.  Ordered  to  St. 
Marks 

From  lat.  28°  and  long.  79°  to  lat. 

26°  long.  76°. 

In  ordinary  at  Key  West. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  February  1,  1864 — Cont’d. 

TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Annie . 

Schooner 

Sagamore . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams  . 

Between  Suwanee  River 
and  Crystal  River. 

Ariel . 

_ do  — 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Harrison 

Between  Estero  Bay  and 
Cape  Sable. 

Lighter . . 
Schooner 

Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

Fox . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  G.  Ashbury  . . . 

Between  Aucilla  River 
and  Cedar  Keys. 

Julia . 

Sloop  .... 

Eugenie . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  G.  H. 
Dislev. 

Guard  vessel,  Boca  Chica. 

_ do _ 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin  — 
Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark - 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Sea  Bird . 

Schooner 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Between  Crystal  River 
and  Tampa  Bay. 

Stonewall . 

_ do _ 

Sunflower . 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . . . 

Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Two  Sisters.... 

_ do - 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield . . . 

Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Anclote  Keys. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Hear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne ,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  transmitting  coj>y  of 
communication  giving  information  of  proposed  Confederate  move¬ 
ments. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Fla. ,  February  3 ,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication*  received 
from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  Budd,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Somerset. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  enemy  may  attempt  to  build  flatboats  at 
the  head  of  East  Bay  to  attack  us.  I  am  unable  to  take  the  ship  to  that 
vicinity  on  account  of  shoal  water.  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  send 
me  a  Dahlgren  boat  howitzer  (light),  with  field  carriage  attached,  with 
which  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent  anything  of  the  kind  they  may 
attempt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Fla. ,  February  £?, 186 J. 
Sir:  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  information  as  contained  in  your 
letter  of  January  24,  1864,  “that  a  body  of  local  troops  and  guerrillas 
have  gone  to  St.  Andrew’s  to  lead  my  men  into  an  ambuscade,”  and 
will  endeavor  to  prevent  the  successful  issue  of  anything  they  may 
attempt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master.  Commanding. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  Budd, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Somerset ,  West  Pass ,  St.  George! s  Sound. 


*  Not  found. 
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Capture  uf  the  steamer  Cumberland ,  February  5 ,  1861+. 

Report  of  Captain  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 

Off  Mobile ,  February  5 ,  186 1+. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  successful 
in  capturing  the  steamer  Cumberland  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of 
February,  in  latitude  29°  40'  N.,  longitude  87°  30'  W.,  in  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade. 

I  can  not  give  you  any  information  regarding  her  cargo,  as  the 
weather  will  not  permit.  I  believe  her  cargo  consists  chiefly  of  arms 
and  ammunition.  I  have  sent  her  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  L.  H. 
Partridge,  with  orders  to  Key  West,  who  will  give  you  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  her.  She  has  for  one  article  100  barrels  of  gun¬ 
powder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Scott, 

Captain. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  circular. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  February  11,  1861+. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  unusual  gratification  to  report  the  capture  of  the 
Anglo-rebel  steamer  Cumberland  on  the  5th  instant  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
De  Soto ,  not  only  because  she  is  so  valuable  a  prize  as  to  constitute  a 
serious  loss  to  those  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade,  but  also  because 
her  cargo  consisted  largely  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  still 
more  because  it  is  confidently  reported  that  she  was  intended  to  become 
a  rebel  privateer. 

She  arrived  in  Havana  late  in  September  last  and  commenced  mak¬ 
ing  extensive  repairs,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  necessary. 
Since  that  time  I  have  received  nine  different  dispatches  from  the 
U.  S.  vice-consul-general  at  Havana  (Mr.  Savage,  whose  untiring  zeal 
in  communicating  valuable  information  has  been  of  infinite  service  to 
me  throughout  the  period  of  my  command  here),  giving  me  the  details 
of  her  movements  and  preparations.  Early  in  December  the  reports 
of  her  intended  operations  assumed  such  tangible  form  that  I  issued 
the  circular,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  for  the  information  of 
this  squadron  and  to  insure  extraordinary  vigilance  with  a  view  to  her 
capture.  On  the  31st  of  January  she  at  last  left  Havana,  but  was 
driven  into  Marie!  by  one  of  our  vessels,  probably  by  the  San  Jacinto, 
which,  together  with  the  De  Soto,  had  been  hurried  off  from  here  on 
that  day  specially  to  intercept  her.  Again,  on  the  3d  instant,  she  left 
Mariel  for  Mobile,  and  although  she  reports  having  passed  within 
sight  of  the  San  Jacinto  on  the  night  of  the  4th  without  being  herself 
discovered,  vet  the  distribution  of  our  cruisers,  which  is  made  with  a 
view  to  such  a  contingency,  caused  her  to  come  within  sight  of  the 
De  Soto  at  daylight,  and  after  a  chase  of  less  than  two  hours  she  was 
captured  by  that  vessel. 
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The  Cumberland  is  a  vessel  of  about  700  tons  and  is  reported  to  be 
fast,  although  quite  an  old  steamer.  So  soon  as  an  order  from  the 
court  can  be  obtained  she  will  be  sent  north  for  sale,  with  a  crew 
composed  of  men  from  this  squadron  whose  terms  of  service  have 
expired  and  who  are  here  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  return  home  for 
their  discharge. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

CIRCULAR. 

No.  60.]  Key  West,  December  10 ,  1863. 

Information  has  been  received  that  the  steamer  Cumberland ,  now 
lying  at  Havana  and  intended  as  a  rebel  privateer,  is  ready  for  sea. 
A  certain  person  is  daily  expected  there  from  Nassau,  on  whose  arrival 
she  will  sail.  It  is  believed  she  will  be  under  the  command  of  Daniel 
Graham,  formerly  of  New  Orleans,  who  has  a  commission  as  a  navy 
officer  from  the  rebel  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  who  has  authority 
from  the  same  source  to  appoint  his  subordinates  for  the  present  voy¬ 
age.  Her  chief  engineer  will  be  a  man  named  Armstrong.  Daniel 
Golding,  Luke  Shaw,  David  Pennel,  and  one  or  two  others  are  men¬ 
tioned  as  officers  and  engineers. 

Several  men  are  engaged  and  their  board  is  being  paid  for,  but  they 
think  they  are  merely  going  on  a  blockade  running  trip.  The  object, 
however,  is  to  go  into  Pensacola  Bay  and  if  possible  to  cut  out  a  fine 
steamer  or  to  destroy  as  many  vessels  as  possible,  and  in  case  of  their 
capture  to  produce  their  commissions  and  claim  to  be  considered  as 
prisoners  of  war.  As,  however,  some  other  point  of  attack  may  be 
selected,  exceeding  vigilance  is  enjoined  upon  everyone  connected 
with  this  squadron,  not  only  to  guard  against  surprise,  but  also  to 
avoid  an_\r  deception  that  may  be  attempted  upon  them.  This  circular 
will  be  read  on  the  quarter-deck  of  every  vessel  in  this  squadron  at 
general  muster  immediately  on  its  receipt. 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  commending-  the  zeal  of 
the  consul-general  at  Havana  for  information  imparted. 

Navy  Department,  February  20,  186 f 
Sir:  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailey,  at  Key  West,  in  announcing 
the  recent  capture  of  the  Anglo-rebel  steamer  Cu7nberland  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  De  Soto ,  with  a  valuable  cargo  destined  for  the  insurgents, 
says: 

She  arrived  in  Havana  late  in  September  last  and  commenced  making  extensive 
repairs,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  necessary.  Since  that  time  I  have  received 
nine  different  dispatches  from  the  U.  S.  vice-consul-general  at  Havana  (Mr.  Savage, 
whose  untiring  zeal  in  communicating  valuable  information  has  been  of  infinite 
service  to  me  throughout  the  period  of  my  command  here)  giving  me  the  details  of 
hei  movements  and  preparations. 
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The  Department  takes  pleasure  in  communicating  to  you  this  extract 
from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey’s  dispatch,  expressing  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  zeal  and  services  of  Mr.  Savage. 

Very  respectfully, 


Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Burgess ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  XT.  S. 
schoonea'  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  boat  Lydia ,  in 
Jupiter  Narrows ,  Florida. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Jupiter  Inlet ,  Fla. ,  February  6 ,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  On  the  4th 
instant  at  10:30  a.  m.  I  sent  a  boat  inside  of  Jupiter  Inlet  in  charge 
of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  H.  B.  Colby,  to  examine  Jupiter  Narrows 
and  vicinity  for  blockade  runners,  and  at  9  p.  m.  same  day,  at  Jupiter 
Narrows,  discovered  boat  Lydia ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  her 
way  down  to  the  inlet  from  Sand  Point,  Florida,  bound  to  Nassau  with 
a  cargo  consisting  of  2  bales  cotton  and  5  barrels  turpentine;  therefore 
she  was  seized  as  a  prize  of  war  by  my  officer,  and  brought  to  me  at 
Jupiter  Inlet,  where  she  arrived  this  day  (February  6).  I  shall  send 
her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  There  was  no  other  United  States 
vessel  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Burgess, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order *  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Braine, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Vicksburg ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in 
the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  February  9,  186 J., 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Vicksburg  is  ready  for  sea,  proceed 
with  her  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  T. 
Bailey  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Vicksburg  {3d  rate),  New  York. 


*  See  Series  I,  vol.  9,  p.  559. 
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Boat  expeditions  from  the  TJ.  S.  bark  Restless ,  for  the  destruction  of 
salt  works  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  February  9  and  17 ,  186 f 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports 

No.  88.1  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  March  8,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Browne,  giving  the  details  of  two  expe¬ 
ditions  lately  sent  from  the  LL  S.  hark  Restless  to  destroy  certain 
newly  erected  salt  works,  the  property,  as  he  states,  of  the  rebel 
Government. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was,  in  each  instance,  successfully 
accomplished. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron- 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Fla.,  February  17,  186f 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

Learning  that  the  rebels  had  erected  new  Government  salt  works 
on  West  Bay,  on  the  site  of  the  old  salt  works  destroyed  by  us  in 
December,  and  that  they  had  a  force  of  50  men  armed  and  stationed 
there  for  protection,  I  fitted  out  the  first  cutter,  manned  with  13  men, 
under  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  James  J.  Russell,  with  orders  to  pro¬ 
ceed  up  the  Gulf  coast  20  miles,  and  march  inland  7  miles  to  the  salt 
works  and  attack  them  in  the  rear,  while  Acting  Ensign  Hemw  Eason 
with  10  men,  in  command  of  the  second  cutter,  would  proceed  by  the 
inside  passage  and  attack  them  in  the  front  at  the  same  time. 

The  expedition  was  entirely  successful,  the  works  being  abandoned 
upon  the  appearance  of  our  men,  Messrs.  Russell’s  and  Eason’s  party 
joining  at  the  appointed  time,  and  immediately  proceeded  in  the 
destruction  of  everything  connected  with  the  manufactories,  consisting 
of  26  sheet-iron  boilers,  averaging  881  gallons,  and  19  kettles,  averaging 
200  gallons,  making  an  aggregate  of  26,706  gallons,  which  cost  in 
Montgomery  $5.50  per  gallon.  These  boilers  and  kettles  were  cut  up 
or  broken  to  pieces,  some  600  bushels  of  salt  wrere  thrown  into  the 
bay,  all  the  chimneys  and  furnaces  hauled  down,  and  everything  ren¬ 
dered  completely  useless  for  any  further  operations.  Seven  slaves 
fled  to  us  for  protection,  and  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  this  estab¬ 
lishment,  which  had  only  been  in  operation  ten  days. 

This  work  covered  a  space  of  half  a  square  mile,  the  boilers  and 
kettles  alone  costing  $146,883. 

Our  party  returned  to  the  ship  next  day,  bringing  7  contrabands 
and  6  shotguns.  You  will  please  find  enclosed  a  drawing  of  the  boilers 
and  kettles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Second  report  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  bark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew ’s  Bay,  Fla.,  February  19,  186 A 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report: 

Having  gained  information  that  a  large  barge  would  leave  the 
Wetappo  River  on  or  about  the  18th  instant  for  East  Bay,  with  all  the 
material  on  board  necessary  for  erecting  a  large  salt  work,  and  on  her 
return  intending  to  bring  back  a  cargo  of  salt  (her  capacity  1,500 
bushels),  I  fitted  out  the  second  cutter  with  11  men,  under  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason,  and  gig  with  7  men,  under  charge  of 
Master’s  Mate  F.  Grant,  to  effect  her  capture  on  her  passage  down, 
and  with  orders  if  after  waiting  five  days  and  not  seeing  the  barge,  to 
land  and  destroy  all  the  salt  works  in  the  vicinity. 

According  to  my  instructions  the  boats  left  the  ship  at  8  p.  m.  the 
17th  instant,  and  proceeded  to  a  bayou  on  the  S.  W.  side  of  East  Bay 
selected  as  a  place  of  ambush  and  which  the  barge  must  necessarily 
pass.  After  lying  in  wait  the  appointed  time  and  seeing  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  barge,  the  men  were  landed  and  destroyed  all  the  works  at 
hand,  15  in  number,  among  which  were  some  of  the  largest  Govern¬ 
ment  salt  works  ever  erected  in  Florida,  the  whole  of  which  were 
successfully  destroyed,  consisting  of  5  large  steamboat  boilers  and  23 
kettles,  together  with  16  log  houses,  1  flatboat,  a  large  quantity  of  salt, 
vats,  tanks,  and  other  materials  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  this 
article.  After  destroying  the  above  they  returned  to  the  ship,  bringing 
with  them  6  contrabands  found  at  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master,  Comma/nding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Oomdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Master  Browne,  B.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Eason,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  com¬ 
mand  e-pedition  to  East  Bay  to  prevent  the  erection  of  salt  works. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla.,  February  17,  186 f 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  second  cutter,  with  10  men  armed,  to  a 
bayou  on  the  S.  W.  side  of  East  Bay,  which  will  be  pointed  out  to  you 
by  Holcolm  Stevens  (who  will  accompany  you),  and  lay  in  wait  for  a 
large  barge  which  is  to  leave  Chipola  River  for  California  Bayou  some 
tinfe  this  week  laden  with  boilers  and  kettles,  contrabands,  and  all  the 
articles  necessary  for  erecting  an  extensive  salt  work  on  East  Bay. 
Mr.  Grant  will  accompany  you  in  the  gig  with  7  men  armed,  who  will 
be  under  your  orders. 

Four  days’  rations  will  be  served  to  you,  and  you  will  return  to  the 
ship  when  they  are  expended  if  not  successful. 

If  you  should  be  successful,  you  will  Use  your  best  endeavor  to  bring 
the  barge  with  her  contents  to  this  vessel  as  soon  as  possible.  After 
having  expended  all  your  provisions  you  will  return  to  the  ship. 

Should  you  hear  big  guns  come  to  the  bark  as  soon  as  possible. 
You  will  leave  at  8  p.  m.  on  the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 


Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason. 
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Abstract  log  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding. 

February  9 ,  1861+. — St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  4  to  8  a.  m.  Sent  the  first 
cutter  with  13  men  on  an  expedition  in  charge  of  Mr.  Russell.  8  a.  m. 
to  12  m.  Sent  the  second  cutter  with  9  men  on  an  expedition  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Eason. 

February  10. — 12  to  4  p.  m.  First  and  second  cutters  returned, 
bringing  7  contrabands  from  West  Bay. 

February  17. — At  7:20  p.  m.  Mr.  Eason,  in  second  cutter  with  11 
men,  and  Mr.  Grant,  in  gig  with  6  men,  left  for  East  Bay  on  an  expe¬ 
dition. 


Boat  expeditions  from  the  TJ.  S.  /S.  Tahoma  for  the  destruction  of  salt 
works  near  St.  Marks ,  Fla .,  February  17-19  and  £6-87,  186 f 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  March  6 ,  186 4-. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  expeditions  have  recently 
been  fitted  out  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma  for  the  destruction  of  exten¬ 
sive  salt  works,  the  property  of  the  rebel  Government,  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

The  first  expedition  left  the  ship  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of 
February  in  two  detachments.  One  under  command  of  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  E.  C.  Weeks  and  the  other  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  G. 
Koehler.  The  salt  works  being  some  7  miles  in  extent,  the  first 
detachment  commenced  at  one  end  of  the  line,  the  other  at  the  other. 
A  day  and  a  night  of  unremitting  labor  was  spent  in  the  work  of 
destruction,  when  the  expedition  returned  safely  to  the  vessel,  having- 
marched  through  swamps  and  dense  woods  a  distance  of  45  miles  and 
successfully  accomplished  the  object  of  the  undertaking. 

On  the  27th,  a  week  later,  a  second  expedition  was  planned  and  car¬ 
ried  through  with  equal  success,  the  object  being  to  destroy  some 
Government  works  at  Goose  Creek,  some  10  miles  distant.  The 
party  was,  in  this  case  also,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Weeks,  and 
the  works  to  be  destroyed  were  under  the  protection  of  a  rebel  cavalry 
company,  whose  pickets  the  expedition  succeeded  in  eluding.  Twelve 
prisoners  were  brought  off,  one  the  captain  of  an  infantry  company 
raised  for  coast  service. 

^  The  works  destroyed  by  these  two  expeditions  produced  for  the 
Confederates  2,500  bushels  of  salt  per  diem.  1  enclose  herewith 
Lieutenant-Commander  Harmony’s  list  forwarded  tome  of  the  articles 
captured  and  destroyed. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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[Enclosures.] 

List  of  Government  property  destroyed  and  captured  belonging  to  the  rebel  Government  by 
boats’  crew  and  refugees  on  the  17th,  18th,  and  19th  February,  1864. 

390  salt  kettles,  average  capacity  100  gallons. 

52  sheet-iron  boilers,  average  capacity  900  gallons. 

170  furnaces,  made  of  brick  and  stone. 

150  pumps,  wells,  and  aqueducts. 

55  storehouses,  used  for  storage,  salt,  etc. 

165  houses  and  shanties. 

60  sheds  and  stables. 

6,000  bushels  of  salt  in  barrels,  a  large  number  of  axes,  shovels,  and  hoes. 

1  carpenter’s  shop,  with  tools,  etc. 

1  fishing  house. 

600  bushels  of  corn. 

350  cords  of  wood. 

CAPTURED. 

5  large  wagons. 

18  mules  and  sets  of  harness. 

2,500  pounds  of  bacon. 

2  fine  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles,  about  1,000  head  of  cattle,  and — 

1  prisoner,  G.  R.  Paul,  Government  agent. 

All  the  articles  captured  I  gave  to  the  refugees,  as  they  were  of  no 
use  to  us.  The  estimate  value  of  the  above  property  to  the  rebels  can 
not  be  less  than  $2,000,000.  That  is  the  value  put  upon  it  by  the  most 
intelligent  refugees. 


List  of  articles  and  property  destroyed  on  Goose  Creek  by  boat’s  crew  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Tahoma,  February  26  and  27,  186 4. 

2,000  bushels  of  salt  in  barrels  and  bins. 

3  corn  cribs,  containing  about  1,000  bushels. 

Large  quantity  of  hay  and  fodder. 

Blacksmith’s  shop  and  tools. 

Carpenter’s  shop  and  tools. 

About  100  store  and  other  houses,  stables,  etc. 

165  kettles  and  pans,  average  capacity  100  gallons. 

43  large  boilers  of  about  800  gallons  capacity  each. 

98  well  constructed  brick  furnaces. 

9  wagons  and  carts. 

20  sets  mule  harness. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Harmony,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tahoma, 
regarding  first  expedition  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Weeks,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

St.  Marks  [ Apalachee ]  Bay,  February  21,  1861/.. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  an  expedition,  sent  by 
me  on  the  17th  instant  to  destroy  some  salt  works,  about  40  miles  to  the 
eastward.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  1  sent  Mr.  Weeks,  the  execu¬ 
tive  officer,  on  shore  to  confer  with  the  leading  men  among  the  refu¬ 
gees,  and  find  out  whether  they  would  assist  me  if  I  wished  them  to 
do  so.  The  same  evening  the  boat  returned  with  a  note  from  him  say¬ 
ing  that  the  refugees  to  the  number  of  96  had  expressed  a  desire  to  go 
with  him,  requesting  me  to  send  rations  for  two  days  for  100  men,  and, 
if  possible,  some  fine  powder  for  shotguns  (the  only  arms  those  men 
on  shore  have).  The  next  morning  (17th)  I  sent  two  boats  in  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  J.  Green  Koehler,  with  20  armed  men,  and  all  the 
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tools  I  had  on  board  to  destroy  the  kettles,  boilers,  etc.,  used  in  mak¬ 
ing  salt;  also  sent  the  rations  and  5  pounds  of  priming  powder.  Act¬ 
ing  Master  Weeks  was  to  have  met  the  boats  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Warrior  River.  It  had  been  blowing  a  stiff  gale  from  the  north 
during  the  night,  and  was  still  blowing  very  fresh  when  I  sent  the 
boats  off;  the  wind  had  blown  the  water  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  they  were  unable  to  get  closer  to  the  beach  than  within  -4  miles 
(the  boats  being  unable  to  get  in).  Mr.  Weeks,  with  8  men  from  this 
ship,  and  the  96  refugees,  then  pushed  on  for  the  works,  reach¬ 
ing  there  Friday  morning  at  early  daylight,  having  marched  fully  45 
miles.  They  all  set  to  work  at  once,  working  all  that  day  and  night 
until  Saturday  morning,  destroying  everything  that  could  in  any  way 
be  used  at  the  salt  works.  Mr.  Koehler,  in  the  meanwhile  (with  com¬ 
mendable  energy),  under  sail,  ran  down  about  35  miles  farther  to  the 
eastward,  determined  to  find  a  landing,  and  then,  with  the  thermome¬ 
ter  down  to  29°  waded  with  his  boat’s  crew  several  hundred  yards  to 
the  shore.  In  his  boat  were  all  the  provisions,  etc.,  I  had  sent  on 
shore.  He  commenced  destro}ring  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  long  line 
of  works,  which  extended  about  7  miles,  working  up  to  where  the 
other  party  were  employed.  After  effectually  destroying  everything 
they  could  lay  hands  upon,  the  party  started  to  return  at  about  10 
a.  m.,  Saturday,  marching  all  night,  arriving  here  this  morning  at 
about  9  o’clock,  having  marched  over  80  miles  by  forced  marches,  and 
rowed  some  30  miles.  This  includes  going  and  returning,  in  a  direct 
road.  I  suppose  the  place  they  went  to  was  not  over  30  miles,  but 
the  swamps  they  were  compelled  to  cross,  and  rivers  to  head,  increased 
the  distance  from  10  to  15  miles  each  way.  Not  an  article  was  lost, 
and  no  one  was  injured  except  a  refugee,  whose  gun  accidentally  going- 
off'  put  a  couple  of  buckshot  in  his  leg.  He  is  not  seriously  hurt,  I 
am  happy  to  sajL  I  append  herewith  a  list  of  articles  destroyed  and 
captured. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  Acting  Master 
E.  C.  Weeks,  who  commanded  the  expedition.  This  officer  performed 
the  duty  assigned  him  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulness.  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  bringing  him  to  your  notice  as  an  officer  of  courage  and 
skill,  and  most  heartily  recommend  him  for  promotion.  He  has  been 
in  the  Navy  since  the  war  commenced,  and  has  seen  much  hard  service; 
was  honorably  mentioned  in  action  with  Forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson. 

Acting  Ensign  Koehler  also  deserves  much  credit  for  zeal  and 
energy.  Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  L.  Yanclain  volunteered  for 
the  affair  and  rendered  good  service.  The  men  all  behaved  admir¬ 
ably,  and  express  the  greatest  anxiety  to  go  again.  All  of  them  have 
sore  feet,  and  I  will  have  to  let  them  lay  by  for  a  few  days,  when  I 
shall  send  them  over  to  some  salt  works  about  10  miles  from  here. 
Those  works  we  destroyed,  and  those  I  intend  destroying,  have  been 
in  full  operation  for  several  months  past,  and  ought  to  have  been 
destroyed  long  ago.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
knew  of  them,  but  made  no  effort  to  do  anything,  although  some  of 
them  were  within  plain  view,  and  he  could  get  liis  ship  within  4  miles 
of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  Harmony, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Harmony,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma, 

regarding  expedition  to  Goose  Creek,  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Weeks,  U.  S. 

Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Taiioma, 

Off  St.  Marks ,  Fla. ,  February  27,  186b- 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  successful  result  of  an 
expedition  to  Goose  Creek  to  destroy  a  large  number  of  salt  works, 
which  have  been,  as  I  am  informed,  in  active  operation  for  several 
months  past. 

From  a  man  who  came  off  from  St.  Marks  about  a  week  ago  I 
thoroughly  informed  myself  as  to  the  locality  and  also  the  station  of 
pickets,  several  of  whom  1  had  seen  from  the  ship.  I  concluded  from 
the  information  so  obtained  that  I  could  send  a  force  on  a  foggy  night 
between  the  points  without  being  observed,  and  that  they  might  finish 
their  work  before  any  information  could  be  sent  to  the  cavalry  com¬ 
pany  encamped  some  6  miles  back.  This  company  numbered  about 
35  men. 

Last  night  proving  favorable,  I  dispatched  three  boats  with  Acting 
Master  L.  W.  Hill,  Acting  Ensign  Shaw,  and  Pilot  W.  Wells,  all 
under  command  of  Acting  Master  E.  C.  Weeks,  executive  officer,  to 
attempt  their  destruction,  directing  him  not  to  make  the  attempt  if  he 
was  seen  by  the  pickets  on  Shell  Point,  which  he  had  to  pass  within 
1,000  yards.  Fortunately  he  was  not  discovered,  and  pushed  on  to 
the  scene  of  his  work.  Immediately  on  landing  he  took  his  whole 
force  and  surrounded  the  different  houses,  capturing  all  the  people 
who  were  in  them.  He  then  threw  out  a  number  of  pickets  and  com¬ 
menced  the  work  of  destruction.  Having  heard  from  one  of  the 
negroes  that  there  were  5  white  men  in  some  houses  about  2  miles 
back,  he  sent  Mr.  Shaw  with  6  men  to  capture  them,  which  duty  that 
officer  performed. 

After  they  had  entirely  destroyed  everything  that  could  be  of  any 
use,  the  party  disembarked  on  their  passage  out  of  the  creek.  They 
were  observed  by  the  pickets,  but  fortunately  when  too  late  for  them 
to  do  any  injury.  The  boats  arrived  on  board  the  ship  at  1  o’clock, 
having  been  absent  nineteen  hours.  They  brought  off  12  prisoners, 
one  of  whom  is  a  captain  of  an  infantry  company  raised  for  coast 
service,  another  a  man  who  has  been  in  the  Army  as  a  lieutenant,  who 
lost  his  leg  and  was  recently  discharged;  his  wound  has  not  yet  healed. 
The  latter  and  2  other  men,  who  are  over  50  years  of  age  and  sick,  I 
shall  parole  and  send  up  to  St.  Marks  to-morrow.  They  can  be  of  no 
use  to  us,  nor  can  they  do  us  any  injury  in  the  rebel  States.  To  keep 
them  will  be  an  unnecessary  expense  and  trouble.  The  officers  on  the 
expedition  deserve  credit  for  the  effectual  manner  in  which  they  per¬ 
formed  the  work  assigned  them.  I  send  herewith  a  list  of  articles 
destroyed.  The  effect  of  my  work  on  the  salt  works  to  the  eastward 
and  those  on  Goose  Creek  will  induce  these  people  to  believe  that  we 
are  disposed  to  annoy  them  when  we  can  get  at  them,  notwithstanding 
their  cavalry  patrols.  The  prisoners  inform  me  that  the  force  along 
the  coast  has  been  increased  where  there  are  any  works,  and  would 
have  been  in  a  day  or  two  at  the  point  we  landed  last  night.  They, 
however,  had  felt  quite  secure,  as  they  supposed  we  knew  of  the  cav¬ 
alry  company  so  near  them.  I  have  destroyed  works  so  far  at  which 
2,400  bushels  were  made  daily,  1,500  at  the  first  and  900  at  the  latter. 
This,  at  $12.50  a  bushel,  is  quite  an  item.  This  is  the  price  at  which 
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it  is  sold,  for  at  the  works,  which  fact  I  discovered  by  overhauling 
their  account  books. 

Every  man  who  is  engaged  in  making  salt  is  exempt  from  military 
service  if  he  makes  20  bushels  daily,  which  the  Government  takes  at 
the  market  price,  $12.50.  Hence,  all  who  are  captured  are  legitimate 
prisoners  of  war,  as  they  are  aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy.  The 
boats  brought  off  2  contrabands. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■  D.  B.  Harmony, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdy.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admired  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Chandler ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Huntsville , 
to  proceed  to  Havana ,  Cuba ,  and  place  that  vessel  in  dry  dock. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  February  12,  186 J. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Havana  with  the  vessel  under  your  com¬ 
mand  for  the  purpose  (if  possible)  of  putting  her  upon  the  dry  dock 
and  making  such  repairs  upon  the  pintles  and  gudgeons  of  her  rudder 
as  may  be  required.  Fleet  Engineer  Zeller  will  go  with  you  to  advise 
concerning  the  repairs  needed  and  to  superintend  the  work.  You  will 
consult  with  the  U.  S.  vice-consul-general  before  taking  any  steps 
whatever,  in  order  to  avoid  any  cause  of  complaint  for  a  breach  of 
formality,  and  you  will  return  here  without  unnecessary  delay. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Huntsville. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  186 If.. 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  .. 

Beauregard  . 

Schooner . 

Clyde . 

Steamer . . 

Dale . 

Ship  . 

De  Soto . 

Steamer  . . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . 

Fort  Henry . 

Steamer . . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  .... 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson. 

Steamer . . 

Honeysuckle . 

. do _ 

Honduras . 

Huntsville . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

J.S.  Chambers . 

Schooner . 

Marigold . 

Steamer  . . 

Nita . 

Steamer  . . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

Roebuck . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  N.  Stodder  . . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Q.  A.  Hooper  . . 

Comdr.  Robert  Handy . 

Capt.  G.H.  Scott . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  I.  B.  Baxter _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Rockwell 
Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . . . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  R.  Harris _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  B.  Smith _ 

Actg.  Vol  Lieut.  W.P.  Randall  . 

Actg.  Master  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  John  Sherrill . 


Where  stationed. 


At  East  Pass  of  St.  George's  Sound. 
Key  West  for  provision. 

Lat.  25°  30',  between  long.  83°  and 
85°. 

Ordnance  ship  at  Key  West. 

Lat.  29°  30',  between  long.  8(1°  and 
88°. 

Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 

At  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Lat.  28°,  between  long.  78°  and  80°. 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Do. 

On  dry  dock  at  Havana. 

Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass,  St.  George's  Sound. 
Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

St  Joseph's  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River. 


United  States  Steamer  Tahoma. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


653 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  February  15, 1864 — Cont’d. 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Sagamore . 

Steamer  . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming _ 

Cedar  Keys. 

San  Jacinto . 

. do _ 

Commander  J.  F.  Armstrong _ 

Lat.  29°,  between  long.  85°  30'  and 
87°  30'. 

Somerset . 

. do _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Wm.  Budd _ 

West  Pass  of  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

. do - 

Actg.  Master  C.  L.  Willcomb _ 

Key. West,  for  repairs  and  court- 
martial. 

Sunflower . 

. do _ 

Actg.  Master  E.Van  Sice . 

Tampa  Bay. 

Tahoma . 

. do _ 

Lieut.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony. . . 

Off  St.  Marks. 

Tioga . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley  . . 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  C.  T.  Somes. 

In  ordinary,  at  Key  West. 

TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

. do _ 

San  Jacinto  . . . 

. do _ 

Storehouse  .... 

. do _ 

San  Jacinto  . . . 

Rosalie . 

. do _ 

Gem  of  the  Sea 

Sea  Bird . 

Schooner. 

San  Jacinto  ... 

Sunflower . 

Two  Sisters.... 

...  .do - 

San  Jacinto  ... 

Commanding  officer. 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams. . 
Actg.  MasterW.  H.  Harrison 


Actg.  Master  G.  Ashbury  . . . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  R.  Wis- 
ner. 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg. Master  H.  B.  Carter. . . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . . 


Where  stationed. 


Between  Suwanee  River 
and  Crystal  River. 

Between  Estero  Bay*  and 
Cape  Sable. 

Harbor  lighter,  at  Key 
West. 

Between  Aucilla  River 
and  Cedar  Keys. 

Guard  vessel,  at  Boca 
Chica. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Between  Crystal  River 
and  Tampa  Bay. 

Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Anclote  Keys. 


*  Estero  River  empties  into  Ostego  Bay. 


Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  orders 
to  participate  in  the  attack  upon  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  February  18, 186 f. 

Sir:  Judging  from  the  many  circumstances  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  an  attack  will  be  made 
upon  Mobile,  I  would  esteem  it  a  great  favor  if  the  Department  would 
direct  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  to  send  for  me,  with  such  of  my^  squad¬ 
ron  as  may  be  available  and  adapted  to  that  service,  in  time  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  affair.  With  the  San  Jacinto ,  Tioga,  Tahoma ,  and  Saga¬ 
more  I  feel  confident  that  good  service  could  be  rendered,  and  I  could 
readily  provide  for  the  duties  of  this  squadron  during  my  absence. 
May  I  request  to  be  informed  of  your  decision  in  this  matter. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron , 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
departure  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Huntsville  and  De  Soto  to  Havana 
for  repairs  in  dry  dock.. 

No.  71.1  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  February  25,  186 f 

Sik:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  sent  the  Huntsville  to 
Havana  on  the  12th  for  the  pui-pose  of  going  upon  the  dry  dock  and 
having  such  repairs  put  upon  her  bottom  and  rudder  pintles  as  were 
needed.  As  this  was  accomplished  without  difficulty,  I  have  now 
ordered  the  De  Soto  there  to  get  a  leak  in  her  bottom  stopped.  The 
commanding  officers  of  these  vessels  were  instructed  to  draw  upon  the 
Navy  Department  for  the  amount  of  gold  necessary  to  pay  expenses; 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  more  than  refunded  to 
the  Government  through  their  increased  speed  when  they  again  get 
to  sea. 

Respectfully, 

Theodores  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  S.  Rita,  regarding  the  capture  of  floating  cotton  from 
Turning  steamer  reported  to  he  the  Nan-Nan. 

U.  S.  S.  Nita, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  February  26,  186 J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
February  24,  while  at  anchor  off  the  West  Pass  of  the  Suwanee  River, 
1  discovered  a  steamer  in  the  East  Pass  bound  out.  I  immediately 
started  in  pursuit,  going  around  the  intervening  shoals  with  the  ship 
and  sending  both  my  boats  across.  In  the  excitement  she  got  ashore 
and  threw  overboard  about  60  bales  of  cotton  to  lighten  her.  The 
tide  was  ebbing,  and  seeing  escape  impossible  the  officers  and  crew 
abandoned  her  at  7:20  a.  m.  At  7:25  I  perceived  that  she  was  on  fire, 
and  in  five  minutes  she  was  one  solid  sheet  of  flame  from  bow  to  stern. 
At  8  a.  m.  the  boats  arrived  alongside  her,  but  could  not  board  on 
account  of  the  intense  heat.  About  the  same  time  I  anchored  in  54 
feet  water  and  recalled  the  boats  and  commenced  collecting  the  float¬ 
ing  cotton. 

At  1  p.  m.  a  boat  from  the  Sagamore  arrived  alongside,  and  the 
officer  in  charge  offered  assistance.  Considering  the  cotton  all  safe, 
being  nearly  all  rafted  together  and  anchored,  and  having  anchored 
the  steamer,  I  did  not  accept  his  offer.  I  waited  only  the  ebb  tide  to 
tow  the  cotton  alongside.  At  5:45  p.  m.  the  boats  arrived  alongside 
with  the  cotton.  At  7:30  p.  m.  it  was  all  on  board  and  stowed.  I  am 
informed  by  a  refugee  that  her  name  was  Nan-Nan ,  and  commanded 
by  William  (alias  Barney)  Pennington. 

She  came  down  to  the  West  Pass  three  times,  but  finding  it  closely 
blockaded  she  returned  and  finally  concluded  to  attempt  the  East  Pass. 
On  the  22d  I  saw  her  come  down  within  about  2  miles  of  the  mouth  of 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


655 


the  river,  and  after  watching  us  for  a  few  hours  she  returned  again. 
She  was  armed  with  a  6-pounder  iieldpiece  and  plenty  of  ammunition. 
A  quantity  of  canister  and  shot  was  visible  in  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel.  1  send  you  one  of  the  canister.  The  barrels  and  rammers  of 
a  quantity  of  muskets  were  also  taken  from  the  wreck.  I  am  informed 
that  she  fired  on  U.  S.  schooner  Sea  Bird  a  short  time  since.  She 
was  a  side-wheel,  walking  beam,  iron  steamer,  with  2  masts,  2  flag- 
staffs,  and  1  smokestack;  and  her  engine  is  marked  “Morgan  Iron 
Works,  New  York,  I860.”  The  Clyde  has  remained  to  blockade  the 
river  during  my  absence.  I  shall  return  to-morrow.  I  have  shipped 
the  cotton  by  the  schooner  Vapor  for  $100,  to  be  discharged  within 
twenty -four  hours  after  his  reporting  to  the  proper  authority,  unless 
he  arrives  on  Sunday  or  a  Sunday  intervenes,  or  very  stormy  weather. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  while  running  for  the  above  steamer  I  got 
ashore  twice,  but  can  not  perceive  that  the  ship  is  injured  at  all, 
except  that  probably  her  copper  paint  is  scraped  off  somewhat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commandin  g  TJ  S.  bark 

Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Two  Brothers  in  Indian 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  February  % 6 ,  186-1 

Sir:  1  nave  to  report  the  capture  last  night  of  the  British  sloop  boat 
Two  Brothel's ,  D.  Kerr,  master,  and  2  men,  laden  with  4  bags  salt, 
1  keg  liquor,  4  boxes  goods,  and  1  keg  nails,  from  Nassau,  [New 
Providence],  bound  to  Dixie,  in  Indian  River,  abreast  Fort  Capron,  by 
the  boats  of  this  ship.  An  English  jack  was  found  on  board. 

The  only  papers  discovered  were  a  few  bills,  on  the  person  of  the 
master,  probably  pertaining  to  the  cargo. 

The  vessel,  being  an  open  boat  and  no  value,  I  shall  destroy.  Ihe 
cargo  and  prisoners  send  by  the  Union ,  as  1  have  one  officer  already 
away  at  Key  West,  and  keep  two  in  the  river  on  picket.  I  have  deemed 
it  best  not  to  send  any  one  with  this,  but  defer  till  the  next  prize  goes. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  communication  *  to  the  honorable  Secretaiy  of 
the  Navy. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

[Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  hey  )Vest.\ 

February  %8.—  I  have  also  to  report  the  capture  last  night,  by  the 
boats  of  this  ship,  of  the  schooner  Rebel,  L.  J.  Morgan,  master,  and  5 
men  with  salt,  liquors,  boxes,  and  1  bale  cotton,  in  Indian  River 
abreast  Fort  Capron. 


*  Substantially  a  duplicate  of  this  report. 
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No  papers  or  colors  were  discovered.  The  vessel  is  leaky  and 
worthless  and  will  be  destroyed. 

At  the  same  time,  the  boats  captured  the  sloop  Nina ,  J.  Work, 
master,  and  4  men,  with  liquors,  coffee,  and  boxes  sundries.  English 
colors  found  on  hoard,  hut  no  papers. 

Both  vessels  were  bound  to  Sand  Point,  [Florida]  from  Nassau  [New 
Providence]. 

I  shall  get  them  out  of  the  river  as  soon  as  the  bar  permits,  hoping 
to  do  so  in  time  to  send  the  cargoes  by  the  Union. 


Order  of  Acting  Master  Browne ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign  Eason , 
U  8.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  boat  expedition  to  East  Bay  for 
the  capture  of  barge. 

IT.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Florida ,  February  26,  1864- 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to-night  at  5  p.  m.  with  the  second  cutter, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Russell  in  the  first  cutter  with  30  men,  armed  and 
provisioned  for  twenty-four  hours,  to  East  Bajq  to  the  place  of  ambush, 
on  the  S.  W.  side  of  the  bay.  At  9  o’clock  in  the  morning,  if  the 
barge  is  not  seen  on  her  way  down  toward  California  Bayou,  proceed 
there  and  capture  her,  if  there,  and  come  to  the  ship  with  her.  You 
must  not  land  your  men  on  any  account,  but  come  to  the  ship  and  be 
here  before  dark  to-morrow  night  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Mastes',  Commanding. 

Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason, 

U.  8.  Bark  Restless. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Handy ,  11.  8.  Navy ,  for  the  delivery  of  howitzer  for  temporary  use 
on  prize  steamer  Cumberland. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  February  26,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  please  deliver  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  (Mr.  J.  C.  Clapp), 
or  his  order,  one  rifled  12-pounder  howitzer  with  field  carriage  and 
implements  for  service  on  shipboard,  together  with  20  rounds  of 
ammunition,  for  temporary  use  on  board  the  prize  steamer  Cumber¬ 
land,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Commander  Robert  Handy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Ordnance  Ship)  Dale. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  wish  of  the  latter  to  cooperate  in  the 
attack  upon  Mobile. 

Navy  Department,  February  26,  1864- 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  No.  70,  dated  the  18th 
instant,  asking  that  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  may  be  instructed  to  send 
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for  you,  with  such  of  your  squadron  as  may  be  available  and  adapted 
to  such  service,  in  time  to  participate  in  the  attack  on  Mobile.  I  have 
advised  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  of  your  wishes  and  authorized  him  to 
call  upon  you  for  such  force  as  you  can  spare,  should  he  deem  it 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Commdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Capture  of  cotton  in  Suwanee  River ,  February  26,  186 f 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooper,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Clyde. 

U.  S.  S.  Clyde, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  March  2,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  9  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th  ultimo  1  sent  two  boats  with  armed  crews  (one  in  charge  of 
W.  B.  Rankin,  acting  ensign,  the  other  in  charge  of  C.  F.  Palmer, 
acting  master’s  mate)  up  the  Suwanee  River  for  the  purpose  of  cap¬ 
turing  a  quantity  of  cotton  which  I  learned  was  secreted  about  10 
miles  up  the  river.  At  10  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  one  of 
the  boats  returned  with  intelligence  that  they  had  got  67  bales  of  cot¬ 
ton  on  an  old  scow  and  wanted  more  assistance  to  tow  it  alongside  the 
ship.  I  immediately  sent  all  the  available  force  I  could  and  had  it 
alongside,  and  at  7  p.  m.  had  it  stowed  on  board  and  brought  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Quincy  A.  Hooper, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Comdg.  IJ.  S.  S.  Clyde. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


N.  B.— There  was  no  other  vessel  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture 
or  entitled  to  share  in  prize  money. 

Respectfully, 

Q.  A.  Hooper, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding . 


Detailed  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooper,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Clyde. 

U.  S.  S.  Clyde, 

Key  West,  March  2,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  I  got  underway  at  4:30  p.  m.  and  proceeded  out  the 
North  West  Passage,  then  stood  W.  N.  W.  till  to  the  northward  of  Tor- 
tuo-as,  then  northerly  till  in  28°  40'  N.  latitude,  then  east  northerly 
tilf  5  o’clock  p.  m. ;  on  the  24th  came  to  anchor  at  Cedar  Keys;  at  5: 30 
got  underway  again  for  Suwanee  River  and  came  to  anchor  at  10  in 
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2  fathoms  water  off  the  mouth  of  Suwanee  River;  25th,  at  day¬ 
light,  saw  the  U.  S.  S.  Nita  about  2  miles  inshore;  got  underway  and 
ran  into  7  feet  of  water  and  anchored  alongside  of  her.  Captain  Smith 
of  the  Nita  reported  that  he  had  burned  a  steamer,  Nan-Nan ,  and 
captured  55  bales  of  cotton  the  day  previous,  and  that  there  were  sev¬ 
eral  bales  that  had  gone  adrift  that  he  could  not  get.  At  10  a.  m.  sent 
the  first  cutter  with  an  armed  crew  in  charge  of  Mr.  Jones,  acting 
ensign  and  executive  officer,  inside  to  see  if  he  could  pick  up  any  more 
cotton  or  discover  if  there  were  any  more  vessels  inside  to  run  the 
blockade;  at  2  p.  m.  Mr.  Jones  returned  to  the  ship  with  3  men  he  had 
captured  inside,  after  chasing  them  about  2  miles  and  firing  several 
shot  at  them.  They  reported  that  there  were  about  70  bales  of  cotton 
6  or  7  miles  up  the  river  secreted  in  a  creek.  I  immediately  sent  two 
boats  with  armed  crews,  one  in  charge  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  other  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Dexter,  master’s  mate,  taking  one  of  the  prisoners  as 
guide. 

February  26,  at  7  a.  m. ,  the  boats  returned  and  reported  they  had 
mistaken  the  river  and  could  not  find  the  cotton.  At  9  a.  m.  sent  the 
boats  in  again  with  fresh  crews  (the  others  being  completely  exhausted) 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Rankin,  acting  ensign,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  master’s 
mate  (the  U.  S.  S.  Nita  underway,  bound  to  Cedar  Keys  to  land  her 
cotton  captured  the  day  before).  Boats  gone  all  day. 

February  27,  at  10  a.  m.,  Mr.  Palmer  returned  to  the  ship,  stating 
that  Mr.  Rankin  had  sent  him  back  for  more  assistance;  that  they  had 
found  67  bales  of  cotton  up  a  creek  about  10  miles  from  the  vessel  on 
an  old  scow;  that  they  could  not  get  the  scow  out  on  account  of  trees 
having  been  felled  across  the  creek  to  stop  up  the  passage;  that  they 
had  rafted  the  cotton  and  had  towed  it  down  to  the  East  Pass.  I  sent 
the  boat  right  back  again  with  a  fresh  crew;  also,  my  other  boat  to 
assist  in  towing  the  cotton  alongside,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing 
by  5  o’clock  p.  m.,  and  at  7  had  the  cotton  in  on  deck  and  stowed. 
The  U.  S.  S.  Nita  returned  at  4  this  p.  m. 

Februarjr  28,  at  2  p.  m.,  got  underway;  at  9  came  to  anchor  at 
Cedar  Ke}7s. 

February  29,  took  on  board  30  tons  of  coal. 

March  1,  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  got  underway,  proceeded  with  all  pos¬ 
sible  dispatch  for  Key  West,  where  we  came  to  anchor  at  8  o’clock 
this  p.  m. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Quincy  A.  Hooper, 

Acting  Volunteer/'  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Clyde. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Rankin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  boat  expedition  from  the 

U.  S.  S.  Clyde. 

U.  S.  S.  Clyde, 

Off  Suwanee  River,  Fla. ,  February  27,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
proceeded  jmsterday  with  an  armed  boat’s  crew  of  five  men,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  refugee  as  guide,  up  the  Suwanee  River  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  and  capturing,  if  possible,  a  quantity  of  cotton,  which 
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was  reported  to  be  on  board  a  tiat  and  concealed  in  one  of  the  creeks 
communicating  with  the  river,  and  which  was  also  reported  to  belong 
to  the  so-called  Confederate  States  Government. 

At  a  point  which  I  judged  to  be  about  10  miles  from  the  river’s 
mouth  I  entered  a  small  creek,  up  which  1  proceeded  about  half  a 
mile,  where  I  discovered  67  bales  of  cotton. 

It  appearing  to  me  inexpedient  to  remove  the  cotton  in  the  flat,  I 
proceeded  to  unload  and  float  it  down  the  creek  to  the  Suwanee. 
Before  getting  all  the  cotton  out  of  the  creek  I  was  reinforced  by 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  Palmer,  from  this  vessel,  in  charge  of  an  armed 
boat’s  crew. 

After  forming  the  whole  into  a  raft  in  the  Suwanee,  I  proceeded  to 
tow  it  down  the  river.  At  about  2  o’clock  a.  m.  of  this  day  I  got  out 
of  the  river.  At  daylight,  finding  myself  farther  from  the  ship  than 

1  anticipated,  I  dispatched  Mr.  Palmer  in  his  boat  to  report  to  you 
and  request  you,  if  you  thought  proper,  to  send  assistance,  as  my  men 
were  exhausted  with  the  arduous  labors  they  had  performed  during 
the  previous  twenty-four  hours. 

At  about  9  a.  m.  the  raft  grounded  on  an  oyster  bar,  soon  after 
which  the  U.  S.  schooner  Annie  hove  in  sight,  stood  in  as  near  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  anchored.  Leaving  2  men  in  charge  of  the  cotton,  I  went 
on  board  the  Annie  for  the  purpose  of  getting  assistance  in  case  Mr. 
Palmer  should  fail  to  return  to  the  ship  and  notify  you.  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  Williams,  commanding  the  Annie,  stated  that  he  was  unable  to  take 
the  cotton  on  board  his  vessel,  but  promised  to  remain  where  he  could 
protect  me  until  assistance  came  from  you.  He  refreshed  both  me  and 
my  men  with  coffee  and  food  and  I  returned  to  the  raft.  At  about  1 
o’clock  p.  m.  the  Clyde  hove  in  sight,  and  soon  after  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Dexter  arrived  with  a  fresh  crew  and  orders  for  me  and  1113^  crew 
to  return  on  board  the  Clyde.  I  accordingly  reported  on  board  about 

2  o’clock  p.  m. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  Mr.  Palmer  and  all  the  men  placed 
under  my  command  obeyed  my  orders  promptly  and  labored  with 
great  zeal  and  energy  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  expedition. 

While  among  the  islands  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  1  discovered  a 
boat  with  a  number  of  men  in  it.  Being  unable  to  satisfy  myself  they 
were  not  enemies  endeavoring  to  recapture  the  cotton  I  had  taken,  I 
ordered  some  rifles  to  be  discharged  at  them,  after  which  I  heard  no 
more  from  them. 

Verv  respectfully,  W.  B.  Rankin, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Q.  A.  Hooper, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Clyde. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  lark 
Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  Nina ,  in  Indian 
JH'ivST* 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  February  T9.  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  27th  instant,  of 
the  British  sloop  Nina ,  James  Work,  master,  and  crew  of  four  men 
from  Nassau,  bound  to  Sand  Point,  by  the  boats  of  this  ship,  in  Indian 
River,  abreast  Fort  Capron,  in  the  attempt  to  run  in. 
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Her  cargo  consists  of  liquors,  coffee,  and  boxes  sundries.  English 
colors  found  on  board,  but  no  papers. 

The  vessel  and  cargo  will  be  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
ship  at  time  of  above  capture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Actmg  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 

Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Rebel ,  in  Indian 

River. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet,  February  29,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  27th  instant,  of 
the  schooner  Rebel ,  L.  J.  Morgan,  master,  and  crew  of  five  men,  from 
Nassau,  bound  to  Sand  Point,  by  the  boats  of  this  ship  in  Indian 
River,  abreast  Fort  Capron,  in  the  attempt  to  run  in.  Her  cargo  con¬ 
sists  of  salt,  liquors,  boxes  sundries,  and  1  bale  cotton. 

No  papers  or  colors  were  discovered.  The  vessel  being  in  bad  con¬ 
dition  and  leaky  will  be  destroyed,  the  cargo  sent  to  Key  West. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
ship  at  time  of  above  capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfull}7,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

March  1,  1861 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  . . 

Beauregard . 

Schooner . 

Clyde . 

Steamer  . . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

Steamer  . . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . 

Fort  Henry . 

Steamer  . . 

Gem  of  the  Sea .... 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson. 

Steamer  . . 

Honeysuckle . 

Honduras . 

Huntsville . 

.1.  L.  Davis . 

J.  S.  Chambers . 

Schooner . 

Marigold . 

Steamer . . 

Nita . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

. do . . 

Roebuck  . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  G.  H.  Scott . . . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  McClintock. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Actg.  Ens.  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.R.  Harris . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L. Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  J,  Sherrill . 


Where  stationed. 


East  Pass  of  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Between  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Cape 
Canaveral. 

Lat.  25°  30',  between  Long.  83°  and 
85°. 

Ordnance  ship  at  Key  West. 

On  dry  dock  at  Havana. 

Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Lat.  26°,  between  Long.  84°  and  86°. 
Supplying  the  squadron. 

Lat.  29°  SO',  between  Long.  86°  and 

88°. 

Tampa  Bay, 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Harbor  duty  at  Key  West, 

Off  Suwanee  River! 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River, 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  March  1,  A?<%r-Continued. 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Sagamore  . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Tioga . 

Wanderer . 

Steamer  . . 

. do _ 

. do _ 

. do _ 

. do _ 

. do _ 

. do _ 

Schooner . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Comdr.  J.  F.  Armstrong . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Wm.  Budd . 

Actg.  Master  W.  G.  Wright . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Actg.  Master’sMate  C.  T.  Somes. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Under  sailing  orders,  Key  West. 
West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Waiting  for  repairs  at  Key  West. 
Tampa  Bay. 

Off  St.  Marks. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

In  ordinary  at  Key  West. 

TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to. 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Annie . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams  . 
Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Harrison 

Off  Ocklockonee  River. 

Between  Sanibel  Island 
and  Cape  Sable. 

Harbor  duty  at  Key  W est. 

Between  Aucilla  River 
and  Cedar  Keys. 

Guard  vessel  at  Boca 
Chica. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Between  Crystal  River 
and  Tampa  Bay. 

Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Anclote  Keys. 

Ariel . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Storehouse . 

Carmita . 

Lighter  . . 
Schooner. 

Sloop  .... 

Fox . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  Geo.  Ashbury  . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  F.  H. 
Dyer. 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter. . . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . . 

Julia . 

Rosalie . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 
San  Jacinto  .... 

Sea  Bird . 

Schooner. 

. do _ 

Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
blockade  running  in  Ocklockonee  River. 

No.  83.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  March  186 f. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  February  13,  enclosing  the  copy  of  one  from  the 
U.  S.  minister  at  Paris,  relative  to  blockade  running  at  the  Ocklockonee 
River,  has  been  received,  and  1  have  sent  an  additional  tender  (the 
Annie)  to  attend  specially  to  that  portion  of  the  coast.  Blockading  ves¬ 
sels  have  been  constantly  stationed  off  St.  Marks  and  at  the  East  Pass  of 
St.  George’s  Sound,  anj  from  the  time  of  my  having  assumed  com¬ 
mand  of  this  squadron  the  attention  of  both  has  been  directed  to  the 
Ocklockonee  River,  in  consequence  of  which  (as  will  be  seen  by  a  ref¬ 
erence  to  my  reports)  repeated  boat  expeditions  have  been  sent  there, 
resulting  sometimes  in  captures  and  sometimes  in  the  destruction  of 
salt  works,  not  without  frequent  little  skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  By 
my  direction,  also,  boats  have  been  sent  up  this  river,  in  common  with 
most  of  the  other  rivers  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  by  night,  with  a  view 
to  shifting  the  stakes  which  mark  out  the  channels,  in  order  that  block¬ 
ade  runners  might  be  deceived  and  run  ashore,  where  they  would  be 
at  the  mercy  of  our  boats.  1  am,  therefore,  disposed  to  think  that 
the  amount  of  blockade  running  in  this  region  has  been  overestimated; 
but  with  the  schooner  Annie  cruising  permanently  at  the  mouth  of  the 
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river,  there  will  be  very  little  more  of  it  in  future.  It  is  but  a  short 
time  since  the  steamer  Laura  and  a  schooner  loaded  with  cotton  were 
captured  in  this  vicinity. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sherrill ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 

Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  British  schooner  Lauretta ,  from 

Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Lndian  River  Inlet.  March  1,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  general 
order  of  February  10  and  circulars  of  February  15,  16,  and  20. 

No  men  “formerly  belonging  to  the  Amanda  ”  have  at  any  time 
been  transferred  to  this  ship. 

I  enclose  herewith  usual  monthly  reports. 

1  have  to  report  the  capture  this  p.  m.  by  this  ship  of  the  British 
schooner  Lauretta ,  of  and  from  Nassau,  8x3o8o  tons,  John  Johnston, 
master,  and  2  men,  laden  with  52  bags  salt,  2  miles  from  Indian  River 
Inlet,  in  the  attempt  to  run  in. 

A  British  register  and  colors  found  on  board. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard,  was  in  sight  at  time  of  capture. 

I  send  the  vessel  to  Key  West  for  adjudication  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  Cleaveland  [F.]  Dunderdale  and  prize  crew  of  men. 

I  also  send  the  cargoes  of  the  Two  Brothers ,  Rebel ,  and  Nina  in  this 
vessel. 

The  prisoners  will  be  sent  by  the  Union. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 
Restless ,  requesting  'instructions  regarding  f  urnishing  supplies  to 
refugees  and  the  enlistment  of  ex- Confederates. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrews  Bay ,  Florida ,  March  1 ,  186  Jh 
Sir:  1  take  the  liberty  to  send  to  Key  West  for  your  disposal  refu¬ 
gees  and  contrabands  as  per  enclosed  list.  *  *  * 

Refugees  and  contrabands,  including  women  and  children,  are  daily 
arriving  at  this  place,  frequently  in  a  destitute  and  suffering  condition. 
A  few  fish  are  caught  here;  but  little  else  can  be  obtained  to  supply 
life.  I  have,  in  a  number  of  instances,  issued  half  rations  to  these  per¬ 
sons  to  keep  them  from  starvation,  and  also  in  some  cases  issued  a  few 
articles  of  clothing  and  small  stores  to  relieve  actual  suffering.  I  have 
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the  honor  to  ask  whether  I  am  justified  in  this  practice  and  authorized 
to  continue  it.  I  have  several  times  enlisted  men  who  have  been  in 
the  rebel  service,  after  taking-  the  oath  promulgated  by  the  President. 
I  have  the  honor  to  ask  whether  I  shall  continue  to  do  so  when  satis¬ 
fied  that  such  persons  are  trustworthy  and  fit  for  the  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey. 

o 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Browne ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 

Restless ,  requesting  instructions  regarding  the  case  of  two  deserters. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay ,  Florida ,  March  0,  186 S 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  written  by 
Charles  Parker  and  Augustus  Stevens,  two  deserters  from  the  rebel 
Army,  who  deserted  from  one  of  the  rebel  companies  stationed  at  St. 
Andrew’s  last  year  and  came  off  to  the  Roebuck  and  enlisted  in  that 
vessel  and  deserted  from  her  and  were  conscripted  into  the  rebel  ser¬ 
vice  again  shortly  after  the}T  left  the  Roebuck ,  and  were  serving  in 
Robinson’s  company  when  1  arrived  here.  I  am  well  satisfied  that 
they  have  long  ago'repented  of  having  left  our  service,  and  have  done 
all  they  could  to  induce  Robinson’s  company  to  desert  and  come  to  us. 

The  mothers  of  each  are  good  Union  women  and  solely  dependent 
upon  them  for  support.  I  have  learned  from  refugees  and  deserters 
who  have  since  come  off  that  this  was  their  motive  and  object  in  leav¬ 
ing.  Mrs.  Parker  is  one  of  the  strongest  Union  women  in  Florida, 
and  from  time  to  time  has  given  us  valuable  information.  The  other, 
Stevens’s  mother,  is  too  old  and  feeble  to  take  care  of  herself,  but  a 
good  and  true  Union  woman. 

Parker  and  Stevens  are  now  secreted  in  the  woods  and  have  been 
there  three  weeks  with  42  other  deserters  from  Robinson’s  company, 
and  immediately  sent  their  muskets  and  cartridge  boxes  to  me,  afraid 
to  come  themselves,  fearful  they  would  have  been  treated  as  deserters, 
which  would  most  assuredly  have  been  the  case,  and  they  would  have 
been  sent  to  Key  West  for  your  disposal. 

At  present  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility  to  capture  them,  as  then- 
place  of  concealment  affords  a  surveillance  of  the  ships  and  plenty  of 
time  to  secrete  themselves  in  some  of  the  impenetrable  swamps  or 
morasses  on  the  approach  of  our  boats. 

Mrs.  Parker  handed  me  the  enclosed  letter,  through  Acting  Ensign 
Henry  Eason,  who  saw  her  on  East  Bay  the  27th  instant.  I  therefore 
transmit  Parker’s  and  Stevens’s  muskets  and  await  your  answer  as  to 
what  steps  I  shall  take  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Actinp-  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  'Williams ,  U  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U  8. 
schooner  Annie ,  regarding  the  destruction  of  a  fine  schooner  in  Dead- 
man’s  Bay ,  Florida . 

U.  S.  Schooner  Annie, 
Deadmarf s  Bay ,  Florida ,  March  0,  1861/ . 
Sir:  I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
destruction  of  a  fine  schooner  at  this  place: 

I  came  to  anchor  at  9  a.  m.,  with  a  strong  norther  blowing,  distant 
about  5  miles  from  land,  and  at  11  a.  m.  made  a  small  boat  standing 
out  for  us.  Set  English  colors  at  masthead.  At  12  the  boat  put  back 
and  1  gave  chase  with  the  schooner,  setting  the  American  ensign.  At 
12:30  p.  m.  made  a  schooner  inside  the  reefs  and  stood  for  her  until 
1:10  p.  m.,  when  we  anchored  in  6  feet  of  water  (having  gained  rapidly 
on  the  small  boat),  manned  our  boat  with  5  men  in  charge  of  Master’s 
Mate  James  T.  Bowling  to  board  the  schooner.  At  1:45  the  chased 
boat  was  seen  to  go  on  board  and  after  stopping  about  ten  minutes 
were  seen  to  tire  the  schooner  and  leave.  At  2  our  boat  boarded  the 
schooner  and  found  her  to  be  a  new  schooner  of  about  80  tons  (lying 
ashore)  and  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo,  amongst  which  was  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition.  Our  boat  remained  on  board  but  a  short 
time,  as  the  fire  was  making  great  headway,  and  in  about  three  minutes 
after  their  leaving  a  heavy  explosion  took  place  blowing  out  her  decks. 
At  3:  30  boat  returned  on  board,  and  at  4  a  small  skiff  was  seen  coming 
off  with  a  white  flag  flying.  At  4:15  the  skiff  came  alongside  and 
contained  1  man,  calling  himself  Allen  A.  Stephens,  and  wished  ammu¬ 
nition,  saying  he  belonged  to  a  company  of  20  men  about  to  rise 
against  the  rebel  Government.  I  allowed  the  man  Stephens  to  go  on 
shore  again  and  told  him  I  would  report  the  case  up  the  coast. 
Stephens  says  the  schooner  burned  arrived  here  on  the  29th  ultimo. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Williams, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  David  B.  Harmony, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tahoma. 


Onla  of  Acting  Rea/r- Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Armstrong,'  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U  8.  8.  San  Jacinto ,  regard¬ 
ing  the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  i  lagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  March  #,  186  f 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  can  be  got  readv 
tor  sea,  you  will  proceed  to  cruise  on  the  parallel  of  25°  north  latitude 
between  the  meridians  of  82°  and  85°  west  longitude.  The  Clyde  is 
on  the  parallel  of  25°  30',  between  the  meridians  of  83°  and  85d  and 
ti  6fi Hwfiytudcle  is  in  latitude  26°,  between  84°  and  86°  west  longitude. 
weather686  Ve8Se  8  resort  to  tlie  Tortugas  for  coal  or  to  escape  bad 

You  will  be  pleased  to  return  here  by  the  17th  or  18th  instant. 

•Respectfully, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Corndg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  ^Squadron. 
Commander  James  F.  Armstrong,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of 
tenders  employed  in  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  March  8,  186 f 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  Tetter  of  February  21, 1  haye  to  inform  you  as 
follows: 

The  tender  referred  to,  when  captured,  was  called  the  Anna,  but  she 
has,  by  some  inadvertence,  been  always  called  the  Annie  since  being- 
taken  into  the  service  of  the  Government,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  preserve  the  name  of  Annie. 

List  of  tenders  in  this  squadron. 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Arma¬ 

ment. 

Ton¬ 

nage. 

Annie . 

Howitz¬ 

ers. 

1 

Tons. 

27 

Ariel . 

. do . 

1 

19 

Fox . 

. do . 

2 

80 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

1 

28 

Sea  Bird . . .  . 

Schooner . 

1 

57 

Stonewall . 

. do . 

1 

(b 

54 

. do . 

i 

1  Not  known. 


Besides  these,  the  sloop  boat  Julia ,  of  10  tons,  without  armament 
(other  than  small  arms),  is  used  as  a  guard  vessel  on  the  inside  of  this 
island,  to  overhaul  all  fishing  boats  and  sponging  vessels.  She  has  one 
officer  and  half  a  dozen  men  on  board. 

The  Carmita,  of  56  tons,  is  dismasted,  is  without  armament  or  crew 
of  anjr  sort,  and  is  attached  to  the  storehouse  at  this  place  simply  as  a 
lighter. 

Neither  of  these  two  vessels  should  be  entered  on  the  Navy  Register. 

The  schooner  Ezilda ,  formerly  one  of  the  tenders  of  this  squadron, 
was  formally  surveyed,  condemned,  stripped  of  everything  useful  to 
us,  and  finally  sold  at  public  auction. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadron. 

Mr.  John  W.  Hogg, 

Na/my  Department. 


Report  of  Commander  Armstrong ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
San  Jacinto ,  regarding  the  capture  of  a  schooner,  formerly  the  Lealtad , 
carrying  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  2 If  5f,  Long.  83°  20',  March  11,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  by  th  is  ship  of  a  schooner 
loaded  with  cotton.  The  account  of  the  capture  is  as  follows: 

At  noon  this  day  a  sail  was  seen  and  chase  given.  At  2  p.  m.  we 
came  up  with  and  boarded  a  schooner  having  no  papers  and  loaded 
with  132  bales  of  cotton  and  2  barrels  of  turpentine.  Her  master, 
Edward  J.  Norville,  a  citizen  of  Maryland,  acknowledged  having  run 
the  blockade  at  Mobile  on  the  2d  of  March. 


66G 


EAST  GULP  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


The  schooner  has  no  name  at  present,  but  was  formerly  called  the 
Lealtad.  The  master  admits  having-  thrown  overboard  a  Confederate 
pass  and  papers  after  passing  the  blockade  at  Mobile.  She  is  a  small 
schooner  of  about  40  tons.  Her  crew  consists  of  a  master,  6  men,  and 
a  passenger  who  is  owner  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

I  have  taken  out  the  passenger  and  four  o*f  the  crew,  and  send  in  the 
master  and  two  men.  I  send  her  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Charles 
Cunningham,  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  There  was  no  other  ves¬ 
sel  within  signal  distance  at  the  time  of  capture,  Tortugas  bearing  by 
compass  S.  E.  by  E.,  distant  31  miles. 

I  enclose  prize  list  of  officers  and  men  entitled  to  share  in  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 
Commander ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Burgess ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Beauregard,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
JIannah ,  from  Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  Fla.,  March  11,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  On  the  lltli 
instant,  while  lying  at  Mosquito  Inlet,  where  I  had  anchored,  having- 
been  carried  to  the  northward  by  the  late  souther^  winds,  at  10  a.  m. 
discovered  a  small  vessel  in  the  offing  bearing  E.  S.  E.  and  steering  bj^ 
the  wind  to  the  southward  and  westw-ard.  I  immediately  got  underway 
and  gave  chase.  At  12:  30  p.  m.  I  boarded  the  stranger,  who  proved 
to  be  the  British  sloop  Hannah ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from 
Green  Turtle  Cay,  bound  to  Key  West.  The  Hannah  cleared  from 
Nassau  on  the  5th  of  February  (over  live  weeks  ago)  with  1  bale  cotton 
cloth,  which  the  captain  reports  he  hove  overboard,  and  as  she  had  no 
colors,  and  the  captain  could  not  account  for  being  so  far  out  of  the 
regular  course  for  Key  West  to  my  satisfaction,  I  seized  her  as  a  prize 
of  war  and  send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  There  was  no  other 
vessel  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Eras.  Burgess, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Burgess,  L .  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Beauregard,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Linda ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

Off  Mosquito  Inlet ,  Fla. ,  March  11,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  On  the  11th 
instant,  while  lying  at  Mosquito  Inlet,  having  been  carried  to  the  north- 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


667 


ward  by  the  late  southerly  winds,  at  5:  30  a.  m.  discovered  a  schooner 
trying  to  get  in  at  the  inlet.  1  immediately  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Colby  to  capture  her.  There  was  also  a  boat 
sent  from  the  U.  S.  schooner  Norfolk  Packet*  for  the  same  purpose  at 
the  same  time,  but  as  they  were  unacquainted  with  the  channel,  Mr. 
Colby  took  the  lead,  but  by  time  the  boats  arrived  at  the  inlet  the 
schooner  had  already  turned  the  point  and  was  sailing  up  the  river 
with  a  fair  wind  and  tide.  Therefore  Mr.  Colby,  being  in  the  head 
boat,  ran  his  boat  on  shore  and,  with  his  men  well  armed,  jumped  on 
shore  and  ran  up  the  bank  of  the  river  and  headed  the  schooner  off, 
and  after  firing  several  musket  shots,  some  of  which  went  through  her 
sails,  she  lowered  her  sails  and  the  boat  from  the  Norfolk  Packet  boarded 
her.  She  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Linda ,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  from  Nassau,  bound  to  New  Smyrna,  Fla.,  with  a  cargo 
consisting  of  salt,  liquors,  coffee,  and  dry  goods.  1  therefore  seized 
her  as  a  prize  of  war  and  send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fras.  Burgess, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting-  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

March  15 ,  186 f 


Name. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Adela . . 

Beauregard 


Steamer  . .  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder 
Schooner  .  Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess  . . . 


Clyde 


Steamer  . . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper 


Dale 
De  Soto 


Ship _  Commander  R.  Handy  . 

Steamer  . .  Captain  G.  H.  Scott . 


Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea 
Hendrick  Hudson. 


Schooner . 
Steamer  . . 

Bark . 

Steamer  . . 


Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Cl.  H.  Rockwell  . . . 
Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 


Honduras . »do 

Honeysuckle . do 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris 
Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears - 


. do _ 

Bark . 

J.  S.  Chambers . 

Marigold . 

Schooner . 
Steamer . . 
. do _ 

Bark . 

Restless . 

. do - 

. do _ 

Sagamore . 

Steamer  . 
. do _ 

. do  .... 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

. do - 

. do _ 

Tahoma . 

. do - 

Wanderer . 

Schoon  er 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Comdr.  J.  F.  Armstrong . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd . 

Actg.  Master  W.  G.  Wright . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  C.  T.  Somes. 


East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Between  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Cape 
Canaveral. 

Latitude  25°  30',  between  longitude 
83°  and  85°. 

Ordnance  storeship  at  Key  West. 

From  latitude 26°  and  longitude75° 
to  latitude  28°  and  longitude  79°. 

Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Latitude  27°,  between  longitude  84° 
and  86°. 

Supplying  squadron. 

Latitude  26°,  between  longitude  84° 
and  86°. 

Latitude  29°  30',  between  longitude 
86°  and  88°. 

Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Latitude  25°,  between  longitude  82° 
and  85°. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Off  St.  Marks. 

From  latitude  26°  and  longitude  70° 
to  latitude  28°  and  longitude  79°. 

In  ordinary  at  Key  West. 


*  See  Series  I,  vol.  15,  pp.  361,  362. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  March  15,  1864— Cont’d. 

TENDERS). 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Annie . 

Schooner. 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams. . 
Actg.  MasterW.  H.  Harrison 

Actg.  Master  G.  Ashbury _ 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . . . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . . 

Ocklockonee  River. 

Between  Estero  Bay  and 
Cape  Sable. 

Between  Aucilla  River 
and  Cedar  Keys. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Between  Crystal  River 
and  Tampa  Bay. 

Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. ' 

Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Anclote  Keys. 

Ariel . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Fox . 

Rosalie . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner. 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 
San  Jacinto  .... 

Sea  Bird . 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters.... 

San  Jacinto  .... 

The  lighter  Carmita  and  sloop  boat  Julia  are  dropped  from  the 
squadron  list,  as  they  ought  not  really  to  have  been  placed  there  in  the 
first  instance. 

Respectfully, 

,  T.  Bailey, 

Actg .  Rear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sguadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Master  Ilealy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  U.  B.  schooner 
Beauregard. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  March  20,  186  f 

Sm:  Your  orders  of  March  7  are  hereby  revoked,  and  you  will 
relieve  Acting  Master  Burgess  in  command  of  the  schooner  Beauregard 
Your  attention  is  called  to  the  20th  article  of  the  Revised  Regulations 
tor  the  government  of  this  squadron. 

Respectfully,  Theodorus  Bailet, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Oomdg.  Bast  Gulf  Blockdg .  Sguadron. 

Acting  Master  Edw.  C.  Healy,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Bears ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S  S 
Honeysuckle ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Florida. 

,  r,  U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle, 

At  Bea ,  Lai.  25°  28',  Long.  83°  5Jf  March  20,  186 f 
Sir:  I  beg  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Florida  bv 
this  vessei  under  the  following  circumstances.  No  other  vessel  in 
sight  at  the  tune: 

March  20,  5  p.  m.,  made  a  sail  to  the  windward,  bearing  E.  S.  E  • 
went  m  chase.  At  6  p.  m.  came  up  with  and  boarded  her;  she  proved 
to  be  the  Confederate  sloop  Florida,  from  Havana,  bound  “nowhere  in 
particular,  as  the  captain  said.  No  papers  found;  general  cargo  con¬ 
futing  of  powder,  shot,  nails,  coffee,  etc.  The  crew  consisted  of  two 
men  who  by  their  own  confession,  are  old  blockade  runners.  We  took 
the  vessel  in  tow  as  a  prize.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Oliver  S.  Brock 
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took  charge  with  a  prize  crew  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Key  West 
and  deliver  the  vessel  up  to  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cyrus  Sears, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  G. 


Reports  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  McCauley ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  8.  Tioga,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Sioallow ,  from, 
Comhahee  Rivet',  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Tioga, 

Off  Elbow  [  Cay\  Light,  March  20,  186 f 

Admiral:  This  morning  while  lying  off  Elbow  [Cay]  light,  in  lati¬ 
tude  26°  33'  N.,  longitude  76°  25'  W.,  this  vessel  overhauled  and  cap¬ 
tured  the  sloop  Swallow,  from  the  Combahee  River,  S.  C.,  bound  to 
Nassau,  New  Providence.  We  found  on  board  of  her  180  bales  cotton, 
80  barrels  rosin,  and  25  boxes  tobacco.  She  had  also  on  board  an  old 
set  of  Confederate  colors.  No  papers  were  found.  I  have  sent  the 
prize  to  Boston  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Bingham  and  four  men. 
You  will  see  that  of  the  men  sent,  the  time  of  three  will  be  out  within 
thirty  dai^s.  Also  find  enclosed  description  of  prisoners  taken  in  prize. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  U  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Tioga. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg,  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


U.  S.  S.  Tioga, 

Off  Elbow  Cay,  Bahama  Banks,  March  21,  1861+ . 

Admiral:  Yesterday  afternoon  I  sent  to  market  the  first  invoice  of 
this  year’s  crop  from  your  plantation  in  these  arables,  consisting  of  180 
bales  cotton,  80  barrels  rosin  (Confed.  “rawsom”),  25  boxes  tobacco, 
making  about  the  most  valuable  prize  the  “Tidy”  has  yet  captured.  It 
was  done  up  in  a  sloop  [Swallow\  of  about  100  tons,  from  Combahee 
River,  South  Carolina,  bound  to  Nassau.  A  dozen  Confederacies  were 
on  board,  of  whom  the  captain  and  one  man  were  sent  north  for  the  usual 
general  good.  They  had  been  out  nine  days  and  had  on  board  at  the 
time  of  capture  half  peck  black  beans,  half  peck  moldy  bread,  and  a 
very  little  coffee,  so  that  the  beggars  should  be  grateful  to  us  for  our 
trouble,  as  they  might  have  starved  before  getting  in.  I  sent  her 
north  in  charge  of  Ensign  Bingham  and  four  men  whose  time  will  be  out 
next  month,  taking  care  to  advise  commander  navy  yard  and  Secretary 
of  Navy  as  you  directed,  but  told  Mr.  B.  to  try  and  bring  me  back  four 
men  with  longer  terms  from  receiving  ship  if  he  could  do  it  by  coax¬ 
ing,  etc.  I  think  I  did  right  in  sending  her  to  Boston,  as  there  was 
no  necessity  of  her  paying  a  tax  to  our  loving  friends— lawyers  and 
marshals  and  company— at  Key  West,  and  the  sloop  herself  will  bring 
$2,000  for  the  Quincy  trade  at  Boston. 
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The  Tioga  is  much  improved  by  your  attentions  to  her  last  time  at 
Key  West.  She  used  to  steam  7  knots  without  the  blower;  she  now 
makes  nearly  9.  I  have  not  had  a  chance  to  try  her  full  speed  save 
that  we  overhauled  the  Oriental  the  other  day,  hand  over  fist. 

The  sloop  had  a  large  set  of  Confederate  colors  on  board,  so  that  she 
won’t  be  “Don  Jose’d”  by  the  land  sharks  of  Yankeeville. 

I  believe  the  young  man  Temple  don’t  share  in  this  prize;  will  }rou 
please  present  him  with  my  regards,  etc. 

It  has  blackened  up  and  barometer  falling  low,  heavy  squalls  of 
wind  and  rain,  and  we  are  using  the  blower  ( Iloni  soil  qui  mal  y  jpense) 
to  get  on  the  Great  Bank  to  receive  hospitably  the  equinox  visit. 
Bless  us,  how  the  little  darling  does  roll!  She’d  make  a  fine  pendulum 
to  time  fuzes  with.  Three  sharp  rolls  to  the  second! 

I  write  this  to  send  by  any  accidental  schooner  we  may  board  en 
route  to  Key  West.  The  official  communication  I  will  hand  you. 

With  kind  greeting  to  all  your  staff  family, 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Y.  McCauley. 


R  eqyort  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  McDougal ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 
11.  8.  8.  Hendrick  Hudson ,  regarding  the  sinking  of  the  schooner 
Wild  Pigeon,  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Key  West,  Ajoril  If  186 f 

Sir:  1  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  ultimo,  just 
before  daylight,  a  schooner  was  discovered  about  2  miles  distant  from 
us.  Running  down  for  her  immediately,  and  maneuvering  to  speak 
-  and  ascertain  her  character,  her  captain  suddenly  luffed  across  my 
bows,  and  in  spite  of  all  I  could  do  to  prevent  it,  by  backing  and  using 
the  helm,  I  struck  the  schooner  directly  amidships,  sinking  her  in 
about  three  minutes.  All  the  crew  were  saved  excepting  one  man, 
who,  in  a  fright,  jumped  overboard  and  drowned  before  I  could  lower 
a  b  iat  to  pick  him  up.  In  the  collision  the  stem  of  this  vessel  was 
slightly  damaged.  I  learned  the  following  particulars  concerning  the 
schooner  from  the  captain  and  crew :  Schooner  Wild  Pigeon,  37  tons, 
from  Havana,  bound  to  any  Confederate  port  on  the  Florida  coast. 
Assorted  cargo,  rebel  papers,  and  a  rebel  flag  on  board.  As  all  on 
board  claimed  to  be  foreigners,  I  put  them  ashore  about  10  miles  from 
Tampa,  first  searching  them  and  taking  all  their  money  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  amount  allowed  by  the  court,  and  recommended  them  to 
seek  the  protection  of  their  respective  consuls.  The  damage  done  my 
stem  made  it  imperative  on  me  to  go  to  the  nearest  place  for  repairs, 
which  was  Tampa  Bay,  and  after  concluding  the  work  I  again  went  to 
sea.  One  of  the  blockade  runners  being  a  carpenter,  I  retained  him 
to  assist  in  the  work,  and  brought  him  to  this  place,  as  a  witness  in 
the  case.  The  money  taken  from  the  prisoners,  which  consisted  of 
$726,  Confederate  money,  4  doubloons,  1  half,  1  quarter,  and  1  eighth 
doubloon,  and  $3.18  in  silver,  I  have  turned  over  to  the  prize  commis¬ 
sioner  and  taken  his  receipt  for  the  same.  I  will  also  add  that  three  of 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


671 


the  men  taken  were  captured  in  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade  in 
the  Laura ,  and  that  this  was  at  least  their  second  attempt. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  J.  McDougal, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  II  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Hear- Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Order  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Fleming ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore , 
in  reference  to  a  suggested  expedition  to  Suwanee  River  for  the 
capture  of  cotton. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  March  186 h- 

Sir:  Alex.  Odum,  a  refugee  sent  down  here  from  the  Nita ,  pro¬ 
fesses  to  be  the  owner  of  Clay  Landing,  together  with  a  large  tract  of 
land  thereabouts;  to  be  a  pilot  for  the  Suwanee  River;  to  know  where 
some  300  bales  of  cotton  are  stowed  in  that  vicinity,  and  to  be  able 
and  anxious  to  conduct  a  force  up  the  river  for  its  capture,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  bring  away  his  family  and  effects. 

He  represents  that  the  place  is  wholly  without  militar}^  guard,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  understood  here  from  different  sources  that 
the  rebel  troops  are  returning  to  their  former  stations  as  coast  guard. 

I  send  the  man  back  to  you  by  the  Honduras  that  you  may  judge  of 
the  probable  feasibility  of  such  an  undertaking,  and  if  confident  of 
success  that  }mu  may  attempt  it  with  the  combined  force  of  the  Saga¬ 
more  and  Nita.  Should  you  deem  it  expedient  to  make  the  attempt, 
you  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter  Odum  on  your  books  as  pilot,  at 
$60  a  month,  from  this  date  until  his  return  to  Key  West. 

The  difficulties  that  occur  to  me,  and  against  which  you  will  have  to 
guard,  are  as  follows:  We  have  no  assurance  of  Odum’s  fidelity, 
beyond  his  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  banks  of  the 
Suwanee  may  be  again  well  guarded,  and  an  ambush  attempted  upon 
our  party;  or,  if  not,  the  cotton  might  bo  burned  on  our  approach. 
If  a  boat  expedition  were  sent  up  by  night,  the  distance  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  would  probably  keep  them  en  route  until  daylight,  or  later,  when 
our  men  would  be  too  much  fatigued  either  to  resist  a  considerable 
force  or  to  carry  off  the  cotton  before  such  a  force  could  be  gathered 
in  from  the  neighborhood.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  possible  to  conceal 
our  party  throughout  the  day  in  the  vicinity,  and  to  make  the  descent 
with  the  men  refreshed  at  daylight  the  next  morning. 

You  will  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  this  matter,  after  getting  all 
the  information  possible.  One  of  the  tenders  can,  if  necessary,  con¬ 
tinue  the  blockade  of  Cedar  Keys  during  your  absence. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Charles  E.  Fleming,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunhoat  Sagamore. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  March  2 If.,  186 f 

My  Dear  Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  and  the  one  by 
the  Bermuda  without  date  are  received.  The  extraordinary  expedi¬ 
tion  of  General  Gillmore  to  East  Florida,  without  intimation  or 
informing  us  or  General  Banks,  has  met  the  fate  of  other  ill-contrived 
enterprises.  The  troops  have  been  whipped.  With  the  1,500  men 
which  you  tell  me  could  have  been  spared  from  Pensacola  with  the 
necessary  transports  under  the  protection  of  our  gunboats,  a  landing 
could  have  been  made  at  St.  Marks,  Tallahassee  captured,  and  such  a 
diversion  contrived  as  to  have  made  success  to  Gillmore’s  column  more 
than  probable. 

A  refugee  from  the  enemy’s  lines  informs  me  that  the  first  intima¬ 
tion  they  had  of  the  expedition  was  through  the  columns  of  the  New 
York  Times,  which  induced  Beauregard  to  dispatch  9,000  men  from 
Savannah  by  the  Florida  Railroad  to  the  assistance  of  General 
Fin[e]gan. 

^  When  I  heard  of  Gillmore’s  landing  at  Jacksonville  I  proposed  to 
General  Woodbury  to  make  a  diversion  in  his  favor,  but  he  had  no 
transport  and  no  troops  to  spare.  My  vessels  were  at  the  time  cruis¬ 
ing,  repairing,  or  so  situated  on  blockade  that  to  withdraw  them  would 
open  the  ports;  anyhow,  the  information  reached  me  so  late  that  it 
would  have  been  of  no  avail. 

1  reciprocate  with  you  in  perfectly  ignoring  personal  interests  or 
private  feeling,  but  going  in  with  heart  and  soul  for  the  good  of  the 
service  and  the  perpetuation  of  the  nation  in  its  entirety. 

Nothing  will  please  me  more  than  to  hoist  once  more  the  square 
red  flag  and  lead  the  van  of  your  squadron  into  Mobile  Bay,  to  the 
capture  of  forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  as  well  as  the  city.  Put  me  down 
for  two  chances,  as  the  jackass  said  to  the  monkey  at  the  lion’s  ball. 

I  appreciate  your  kind  invitation  to  join  you  when  the  big  fight  is  to 
come  off,  and  will  be  ready  with  the  San  Jacinto  and  what  gunboats 
may  be  in  hand  at  the  time  you  notify  me,  unless  the  Georgia  and 
Florida ,  rebel  privateers  which  have  escaped  from  France,  shall  be  at 
the  time  menacing  commerce  in  my  neighborhood  or  some  unforeseen 
danger  on  my  station  shall  prevent. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  names  and  draft  of  the  suitable  vessels  to 
take  with  me,  if  within  reach  and  available  at  the  time  you  make  the 
call. 

If  they  can  not  be  spared,  I  will  be  obliged  to  you  for  a  gunboat  as 
you  suggest. 

I  can  make  no  suggestions  without  consultation  and  knowing  what 
tools  we  shall  have  to  work  with,  but  when  vou  get  the  necessary 
troops  to  land,  cut  off  and  isolate  Fort  Morgan,  and  afterwards  Fort 
Gaines.  I  am  subject  to  your  call,  or  even  without  the  latter. 

Trusting  that  your  health  and  usefulness  may  be  preserved  to  the 
country  for  many  years, 

I  remain,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

_  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  II  est  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Sice ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S 
KaUDale)  regardmg  the  caIjture  of  the  sloop  Josephine  {formerly 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower. 

,  Tampa  Bay ,  March  28,  186 f 

rfnrmlrK  to  fhe  capture  of  the  sloop  Josephine 

(formeily  the  Nate  Bale),  with  (  bales  ot  cotton  (6  sea  island  and  1 

oJgl  ■  G  iT?m  ™ampa’  b(n!nd  to  Havamb  in  Sarasota  Sound,  on  the 
-  h  instant.  The  particulars  are  as  follows:  Having  learned  that  she 
was  about  ready  to  start  from  Tampa,  I  sent  an  expedition  to  Sarasota 
consisting  ot  the  schooner  Stonewall,  Acting-  Master  H.  B.  Carter- 
the  armed  cutter  of  this  vessel,  and  the  armed  launch  of  the  bark  J.  L 
flams,  the  boats  going  inside,  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  George 
C.  Campbell,  and  the  schooner  outside,  both  to  meet  at  Sarasota,  the 
object  being  to  intercept  and  capture  the  sloop  and  to  make  a  recon- 
noissance  for  salt  works.  She  was  taken  as  above  by  the  armed  boats 
of  the  htonvwall  and  this  vessel,  the  launch  of  the  bark  J.  L.  Davis 
being  in  signal  distance  at  the  time  of  capture.  I  beg  to  enclose  here¬ 
with  the  report  of  Acting  Master  H.  B.  Carter,  and 'at  the  same  time 
wish  to  commend  the  zeal  and  vigilance  displayed  by  Acting  Master 

.  B.  Cartel  and  Acting  Ensign  George  C.  Campbell  in  accomplishing 
the  most  important  object  of  the  expedition. 

Before  the  boats  got  to  her  the  captain  and  pilot  got  ashore  and 
escaped.  The  three  persons  found  on  board  I  send  down.  They  were 
interested  in  the  cotton  and  acted  very  well  at  the  time  of  the  capture 
aving  pi  evented  the  captain  from  setting  fire  to  her,  although  the 
kindling  wood  was  already  laid  and  they  had  plenty  of  time  to  have 
set  her  on  lire  and  made  their  escape  before  the  boats  got  to  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Van  Sioe, 

Acting  Master,  Comynandinq . 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Carter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U  S. 
schooner  Stonewall,  regardmg  expedition  in  Sarasota  Bay  and  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  sloop  Josephine,  from  Tampa. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Stonewall, 

Tampa  Bay,  March  28,  186 h. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report:  At  10  a.  m., 
23d  instant,  got  underway  and  stood  out  the  S.  W.  Channel.  At  1:15 
p.  m.  passed  Longboat  Inlet.  In  consequence  of  the  heavy  sea  on 
the  bar,  could  not  communicate  with  the  boats,  but  sighted  them. 
Stood  on  down  the  coast,  wind  N.  N.  W.  At  4:30  p.  m.  came  to 
anchor  outside  the  bar  at  Sarasota  Inlet.  At  4  p.  m.  the  launch  and 
cutter  came  out  of  New  Cut  [Bass]  and  stood  for  the  schooner,  wind 
E.  Communicated  with  Acting  Ensign  G.  C.  Campbell;  gave  him 
orders  to  go  inside  and  camp;  through  the  night  fresh  breezes  from 
east. 

Thursday,  March  24,  at  8:30  a.  m.,  boats  stood  out  the  channel  to 
sound;  found  plenty  of  water  for  the  schooner.  Got  underway  and 

N  w  r— vol  17 - -43 


674 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


stood  in,  and  anchored  abreast  the  fish  houses.  Acting  Ensign  G.  C. 
Campbell,  the  pilot,  and  myself  went  in  the  boat  to  sound  up  the  bay; 
found  plenty  of  water.  Went  back  to  the  schooner  and  got  underway. 
Gave  orders  to  Acting  Ensign  G.  C.  Campbell  in  the  launch  to  go 
ashore  at  the  fish  houses-  to  camp — would  set  signal  when  wanted 
launch.  When  abreast  of  Whittaker’s  house,  owing  to  the  tide  fall¬ 
ing,  schooner  grounded.  Blowing  fresh  from  S.  E.,  but  no  sea  on. 
At  12:30  p.  m.  lookout  reported  a  sloop  standing  down  the  bay.  At 
once  started  two  boats  in  chase,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
John  A.  Fleming,  of  this  vessel.  At  1:15  p.  m.  made  signal  for  launch. 
At  2  p.  m.  launch  got  alongside;  sent  her  in  chase  of  the  sloop  when 
Acting  Ensign  G.  C.  Campbell  spoke  the  sloop;  found  that  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  John  A.  Fleming  had  taken  her.  She  proved  to  be  the 
sloop  Josephine ,  from  Tampa  for  Havana,  with  7  bales  of  cotton.  The 
captain  and  pilot  escaped  by  jumping  overboard,  taking  the  spyglass 
and  rebel  flag,  leaving  3  men  on  board.  At  4:30  p.  m.  launch  re¬ 
turned  to  the  schooner.  At  5  p.  m.  the  prize  anchored  close  to 
schooner;  left  Acting  Master’s  Mate  John  A.  Fleming  and  cutter’s 
crew  in  charge  of  prize;  through  the  night  strong  breezes  from  S.  E. 
Friday,  March  25,  at  2:30  a.  m.  schooner  floated;  ran  out  a  hedge, 
hauled  her  into  2  fathom’s  of  water,  and  came  to  anchor.  At  9  a.  m. 
wind  shifted  to  W.  S.  W.,  with  heavy  rain.  At  11:30  a.  m.  weather 
clearing;  Acting  Ensign  G.  C.  Campbell  in  the  launch  and  myself  in 
the  cutter,  proceeded  to  land.  At  11:45  a.  m.  landed  under  cover  of 
howitzer,  threw  out  pickets,  and  reconnoitered  about  2  miles  in  the 
rear  of  Whittaker’s  house.  Seeing  nothing  suspicious,  returned  to 
the  boats  and  proceeded  to  the  schooner.  At  2:40  p.  m.  got  under¬ 
way  with  boats  in  tow  and  came  to  anchor  abreast  fish  houses,  the 
prize  astern;  sent  the  launch  ashore  to  camp;  through  the  night  fresh 
breezes  from  west.  Saturday,  March  26,  at  4:15  a.  m.,  wind  shifted  to 
N.  W.,  blowing  strong;  got  underway  and  stood  down  close  to  the  bar; 
came  to  anchor;  through  the  night  strong  breeze  from  north.  Sun¬ 
day,  March  27,  at  daylight  moderating;  sent  word  to  Acting  Ensign 
G.  C.  Campbell  to  have  all  ready  to  start  up  the  ba}r  when  the  cutter 
returned;  got  underway,  sent  cutter  ahead  to  sound,  got  halfway 
across  the  bar,  when  schooner  grounded;  ran  out  a  hedge  and  hauled 
the  schooner  off;  a  sail  in  sight  standing  down  the  coast.  At  11:30 
a.  m.  spoke  U.  S.  S.  Sunflower;  went  on  board  and  reported  to  Act¬ 
ing’  Master  Ed.  Van  Sice.  Expended  three  rounds  of  howitzer  ammu¬ 
nition.  I  would  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  received  every  assistance 
from  Acting  Ensign  G.  C.  Campbell  in  forwarding  the  object  of  the 
expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  you  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  Carter, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stonewall. 

Acting  Master  Ed.  Van  Sice, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sunflower. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral'  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  prisoner,  Pilot  Edward 
J.  Norville. 

Navy  Department,  March  29.  186 J. 
Sir:  Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo  has  called  my  attention  to  the 
case  of  Edward  J.  Norville,  who,  it  is  stated  in  the  papers,  was  recently 
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MoWIp  Iv7  G  S  JTnt0\  He/a-ys  Norville  is  a  branch  pilot  for 
aPProache«  a,ld  confluents,  and  was  captured  in  schooner 
Ki^/e  by  the  Kanawha,  but  released,  it  is  understood,  on  parole  by 

care  otaandr^^S?n’  °f  the  Pot°V}ac-  This  man  should  be  U  takeX 
care  ot  and  his  release  a  second  time  guarded  against 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 

*  v>  .  j  .  ,  ...  _  Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  T.  Bailey,  y 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockadino  Squadron 

April  1 ,  186 f  " 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  .. 

Beauregard  _ 

Schooner . 

Clyde . . . 

Steamer . . 

Dale . 

Ship 

De  Soto . 

Steamer . . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . 

Fort  Henry . 

Steamer  . . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson. 

Steamer .  .1 

Honduras  . . 

Honeysuckle  .... 

Huntsville . 

- do . 1 

J.  L.  Davis . 

J.  S.  Chambers  . . 

Schooner .  1 

Marigold . 

Steamer  ..1 

Nita . 

Pursuit . 

Bark . 

Restless . 

. do _ 

Roebuck  . 

. do _ 

Sagamore . 

Steamer . . 

San  Jacinto . 

. do _ 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

. do _ 

Sunflower . 1 

Tahoma . 

Tioga .  ! 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder 
Actg.  Master  E.  C.  Healy _ 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper. 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.G.H.  Scott'..... . 


Where  stationed. 


Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . . 
Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris. 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . . . 


East  Pass,  St.  George's  Sound. 
Between  Cape  Canaveral  and  Jupi¬ 
ter  Inlet. 

On  the  ways  at  Key  West. 

Ordnance  storeship,  Key  West. 
Latitude  28°  30',  between  longitude 
77°  and  79°. 

Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Latitude  27°,  between  longitude  84° 
and  86°. 

Supplying  the  squadron. 

Repairing  boilers  at  Key  West.  ' 
About  sailing  for  latitude  28°,  be¬ 
tween  longitude  76°  and  78°. 
Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Gone  to  assistance  of  steamer  Erics- 

SIthy  y, . I  Repairing  boilers  at  Key  West. 

Actg. \ol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall .  St.  Joseph’s  Bay 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 1  st.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

At  Key  West. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Off  St.  Marks. 

Lat.  27°  30',  between  long.  75°  and 
77°. 

Hospital  vessel,  Key  West. 


Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 


Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  N.  Quaekenbush. . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd . 

Actg.  Master  W.  G.  Wright . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 


Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Somes. 


TENDERS. 


Name. 


Annie  . 
Ariel  . . 


Class. 


Fox 


Rosalie . . 
Sea  Bird. 


Stonewall _ 

Two  Sisters..., 


Schooner 
..do . 


.do. 


Sloop  .... 
Schooner 

...do _ .. 

...do . 


Attached  to- 


Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Tahoma . ;  Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams 

San  Jacinto .  Actg.  Master  J.  J,  Russell  ... 


•do . 1  Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase _ 


Ocklookonee  River. 
Between  Estero  Bay  and 
Cape  Sable. 

Between  Aucilla  River 
!  and  Cedar  Keys. 

Gem  of  the  Sea.  Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin. .. .  Charlotte  Harbor 

•San  Jacinto .  Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark -  Long  83A  between  lat.  24= 

and  263. 

Sunflower .  Actg.  Master  H.  B,  Carter  ... 


San  Jacinto . ]  Actg.  Master  T.Chatfield  . 


Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor 
Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Tampa  Bay, 


T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-  Admiral,  Comdg.  Bast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron , 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na,vy. 
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xeport  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Fleming ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Sagamore,  regarding  boat  expedition  and  chase  a, nd  destruc¬ 
tion  of  schooners. 

U.  S.  S.  Sagamore, 

Of  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  April  2,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  28th 
ultimo  a  schooner  was  discovered  by  our  masthead  lookout,  bearing 
to  the  southward  and  eastward,  and  as  she  was  in  shoaler  water  than 
this  vessel  could  run  in  I  sent  three  boats  to  intercept  her,  as  she  was 
evidently  bound  in  to  one  of  the  rivers  that  empty  on  this  part  of  the 
coast.  Toward  night,  two  of  the  boats  returned  after  an  unsuccessful 
chase  of  five  hours  and  a  half,  and  as  the  weather  looked  threatening, 
with  the  barometer  falling,  1  felt  much  concerned  about  the  safety  of 
the  crew  in  the  absent  boat,  and  this  was  considerably  increased  by 
the  state  of  the  weather  during  that  night,  the  next  day,  and  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  one,  for  it  blew  furiously,  with  heavy  rain  squalls  and  an 
ugly  sea  running. 

"On  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  boat  returned  to  the  ship,  the  crew 
having  undergone  severe  suffering  from  hunger  and  exposure,  but 
they  did  their  duty  nobly  under  all  their  trials,  and  moreover  were 
successful  in  destroying  two  schooners  (with  their  cargoes)  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat,  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Francisco  Silva,  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  skill,  perse¬ 
verance,  and  energy  he  displayed,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  commending 
him  to  your  favorable  notice. '  Please  find  enclosed  herewith  a  copy 
of  his  report.  The  ship’s  papers  of  the  schooner  Etta,  with  some 
other  articles,  together  with  two  men  taken  from  her,  I  send  to  Ivey 
West  by  the  steamer  Honduras.  One  of  the  men  (Thomas  Martin), 
you  will  observe,  has  his  name  entered  on  the  shipping  articles  as  mate, 
but.  he  sa}Ts  he  did  not  serve  in  that  capacity;  the  other  one’s  name 
(William  Kelly)  does  not  appear  there  at  all;  they  both  claim  to  be 
British  subjects. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  E.  Fleming, 

L  ieutena  n  t-  Com  man  der ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Note.— There  were  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  name  of  the  first 
schooner  burned. 

C.  E.  F. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  two 
expeditions  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  for  the  destruction  of  salt  works, 
April  2  and  12, 1864,. 

No.  131.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  April  21,  1864- 

Sir:  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  R.  Browne,  commanding 
the  bark  Restless  at  St.  Andrew’s  Sound,  reports  the  result  of  two 
more  expeditions,  made  under  his  orders,  to  harass  the  enemy  in  that 
vicinity. 

The  first  consisted  of  8  refugees,  in  a  dugout  canoe,  who  ascended 
the  Wetappo  River  some  20  miles  to  White  Bluffs  [White’s  Bluff] 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


677 


and  there  destroyed  about  2,000  bushels  of  salt,  brought  away  the 
sacks,  and  captured  a  barge  36  feet  long,  11  feet  beam,  and  3  feet 
deep,  sloop  rigged  and  decked,  which  he  is  fitting  up  with  a  howitzer 
tor  further  operations.  A  heavy  rain  had  fortunately  driven  the  cav- 
!l!pr  guard  away  from  the  place  for  shelter,  so  that  no  resistance  was 
ottered.  Twenty-three  refugees  were  brought  off. 

The  other  expedition  consisted  of  22  men  in  the  boats  of  the  Restless , 
who  proceeded  up  East  Bay  during  another  heavj7  rain  storm,  which 
had  again  sent  the  guard  to  look  for  shelter.  They  succeeded  in 
destroying  two  Government  salt  works,  with  300  bushels  of  salt  and 
about  the  same  quantity  of  corn  and  meal,  without  opposition  and 
brought  off  one  contraband. 

Acting  A  olunteer  Lieutenant  Browne  reports  that  there  are  five 
companies  of  rebel  troops  in  that  vicinity  to  guard  the  salt  works,  and 
that  these  works  are  rebuilt  as  fast  as  he  destroys  them. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Baieey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blekdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


R&port  of  Acting  T  olunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  U.  S.  Na/vy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  regarding  the  result  of  two  expeditions  in  St. 
Andrew’s  Bay ,  April  2  and  12, 186 f  for  the  destruction  of  salt  works. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew'’ s  Bay ,  Fla. ,  April  R ,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  Ascertaining 
that  a  salt  barge  wTe  have  attempted  to  capture  several  times  but  failed  — 
from  our  ignorance  of  her  exact  locality — was  moored  up  the  Wetappo 
River,  near  the  Government  salt  house  at  AVhite  Bluffs,  61  miles  from 
this  ship,  I  determined  to  make  another  trial  in  hopes  that  by  the 
assistance  of  some  Union  refugees,  who  knew  the  exact  position  and  who 
volunteered  to  accompany  us,  we  might  accomplish  our  object  this  time. 
Accordingly  I  fitted  out  an  expedition  of  refugees,  8  in  number  (3  of 
which  had  previously  entered  the  service),  deeming  it  more  prudent  to 
intrust  it  to  them  than  to  expose  my  own  officers  and  men  in  an 
enemy’s  country  so  far  from  the  vessel,  where  I  was  satisfied  that  at 
least  one  company  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry  were  to  be  either 
attacked  or  shunned,  they  serving  as  a  guard  at  the  salt  house,  in  which 
were  stored  from  1,500  to  2,000  bushels  of  salt.  Having  provided  the 
men  with  shotguns  belonging  to  themselves,  with  the  exception  of  3 
attached  to  this  vessel,  who  were  furnished  with  rifles,  and  taking  the 
precaution  to  supply  them  also  with  3  axes  to  cut  away  trees  which 
were  felled  across  the  river  at  short  distances  for  5  or  6  miles  below 
the  barge,  they  proceeded  on  their  mission  on  the  evening  of  the  31st 
of  March  in  a  canoe  or  dugout  we  had  previously  captured.  They 
did  not  arrive  at  the  head  of  the  Wetappo,  where  the  barge  lay,  until 
the  morning  of  the  2d,  owing  to  the  obstructions  in  the  river,  which 
had  to  be  cleared  in  order  to  bring  her  out.  Fortunately  for  our 
party,  a  heavy  rain  storm  set  in  and  the  cavalry  company  had  just  left 
the  premises  for  a  place  of  more  shelter  from  the  storm  and  were 
absent  the  whole  day,  which  enabled  our  party  to  empty  all  the  salt 
from  the  storehouse  in  the  river  and  bring  off  the  sacks,  which  occu¬ 
pied  nearly  the  whole  day,  not  one  person  appearing  to  molest  them. 
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Having  accomplished  their  object,  they  jumped  into  their  bateau 
(which  pulled  4  oars  and  is  fast)  and  the  remaining-  men  in  the  barge, 
and  proceeded  on  their  way  down,  slowly  poling  and  towing  the  barge 
down  a  very  narrow  and  crooked  river  for  more  than  20  miles.  On 
their  way  down  they  were  detained  in  some  places  two  hours  by  new 
obstructions  occasioned  by  the  heavy  storm,  but  having  picked  up 
some  23  persons,  men,  women,  and  children  (Union  refugees)  in  their 
raid,  they  were  enabled  to  surmount  all  difficulties  and  arrived  safely 
in  sight  of  the  ship  at  sundown  of  the  4th.  One  of  the  party  having 
previously  landed  and  walked  to  the  seabeach  in  sight  of  the  ship, 
communicated  the  affair  to  me,  when  I  immediately  sent  off  the 
first  and  second  cutter  to  their  assistance.  The  wind  being  ahead,  she 
was  towed  from  Davis  Point  to  the  island  abreast  of  the  ship  and 
anchored  at  midnight.  The  next  morning  I  examined  her  and  found 
her  to  be  just  such  a  vessel  as  we  are  in  need  of  for  this  place,  being 
obliged  to  go  with  the  ship  up  the  different  arms  of  the  bay  when  we 
want  wood  to  cover  our  wooding  party,  as  it  has  come  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge  that  persons  are  secreted  in  the  woods  watching  an  opportunity  to 
kill  some  of  our  men  in  retaliation  for  the  injuries  we  have  done  them. 
She  is  nearly  a  new  barge,  36  feet  long,  3  feet  deep,  and  11  feet  beam, 
built  of  2-inch  yellow-pine  plank,  and  is  perfectly  tight,  sloop  rigged, 
and  has  an  open  hatch  amidships  12  feet  long,  in  which  I  have  built  a 
platform  and  laid  a  circle  for  our  12-pounder  howitzer,  which  can  be 
tired  from  almost  any  point  of  the  compass.  She  has  new  lug  main¬ 
sail,  which  1  have  altered  to  a  boom  mainsail,  and  have  made  a  new 
mast  and  bowsprit  and  given  her  a  jib.  I  have  also  built  lee  boards  4 
feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep,  and  think  that  she  will  work  admirably. 
She  will  be  ready  by  the  8th,  and  would  be  just  the  sort  of  craft  for 
covering  parties  of  men  landing  to  destroy  the  extensive  salt  works 
which  are  constantly  being  put  up  on  the  numerous  arms  of  this  bay, 
her  draft  being  only  13  inches,  with  30  men  provisioned  for  one  week. 
I  have  further  to  report  that  boats  are  being  built  up  the  bay  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  deserters  from  coming  to  us.  On  the  evening  of 
the  12th  I  fitted  out  an  expedition  of  22  men  to  go  up  East  Bay  fori the 
purpose  of  destroying  some  boats  and  2  large  Government  salt  works. 
They  saw  no  boats,  but  learned  they  were  in  West  Bay  and  that  there 
were  5  companies  of  rebel  soldiers — 3  of  cavalry,  and  2  of  infantry — 
there  to  protect  them  and  the  salt  works  (which  are  being  put  up  as 
fast  as  we  destroy  them,  the  location  being  so  good).  The  expedition 
proved  a  success  as  far  as  the  salt  works  were  concerned,  and  Acting 
Ensign  Henry  Eason  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
conducted  the  expedition.  They  succeeded  in  destroying  two  large 
Government  works  which  employed  a  large  number  of  hands.  They 
also  destroyed  a  storehouse  containing  200  bushels  corn,  300  bushels 
salt,  and  50  bushels  meal.  One  contraband  joined  the  expedition  and 
claimed  our  protection.  They  did  this  during  a  heavy  rain  storm  with¬ 
out  expending  a  single  cartridge.  I  have  also  pleasure  in  speaking  of 
Rodney  H.  Powers,  surgeon’s  steward,  and  John  Fort,  yeoman,  who 
took  a  very  active  part  in  the  destruction  of  the  salt  works  and  store¬ 
house. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commander  Shufeldt ,  IT.  S. 
A/avy ,  commanding  77.  S.  8.  Proteus ,  cruise  between  Bermuda  and 

Nassau. 


Navy  Department,  April  5,  1867 
Sir:  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Proteus  and  cruise  between 
Bermuda  and  Nassau,  New  Providence,  for  the  protection  of  our  com¬ 
merce  and  to  intercept  vessels  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade,  until 
your  coal  shall  be  nearly  exhausted,  and  then  proceed  to  Key  West 
and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodoras  Bailey  for  duty  in  the 
Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commander  R.  W.  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Proteus ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Ilealy ,  l S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  schooner 

Beauregard ,  'regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Spunky. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

St.  Augustine ,  April  9,  1867 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report.  On  the  7th, 
while  cruising  off  Cape  Canaveral,  the  cape  then  bearing  south  by  west 
Id  miles  distant,  I  discovered  a  small  schooner  to  the  northward  and 
eastward.  I  immediately  gave  chase  and  at  9  p.  m.  came  up  with  and 
boarded  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  English  schooner  Spunky ,  of  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  from  Mosquito  Inlet,  bound  to  Green  Turtle  Cay, 
Bahamas,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  12  bales  of  cotton.  I  seized  her 
as  a  prize  and  took  her  to  St.  Augustine  for  adjudication. 

There  were  no  vessels  or  boats  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  Healy, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  McCauley ,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  S.  Tioga,  to 
cruise  in  search  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  April  9,  1861/.. 

Sir:  From  information  received  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a 
rebel  privateer,  supposed  to  be  the  Florida,  is  somewhere  in  this 
vicinity.  You  will  therefore  proceed  to  sea  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
and  go  first  to  the  Double  Headed  Shot  Cays,  where  you  will  endeavor 
to  procure  information;  and  failing  that,  you  will  cruise  for  about 
twenty-four  hours  betiveen  Salt  Key  [Cay  Sal]  Bank  and  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  with  a  view  to  communicating  with  the  Powhatan  and  getting  later 
news  from  Havana.  Should  you  learn  nothing  more  from  these  sources, 
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you  will  proceed  to  the  northward,  along-  the  edges  of  the  [Bahama] 
Banks  and  continue  the  search  for  her  so  long  and  so  far  as  the  infor¬ 
mation  you  may  receive  and  a  sound  discretion  will  warrant  you  in  so 
doing.  When,  in  your  opinion,  the  circumstances  render  a  longer 
search  not  advisable,  you  will  proceed  to  execute  your  previous  orders. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-  Admired,  Corn  dg.  East  Gulf  Block dg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edw.  Y.  McCauley,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Co'inrnandmg  Gunboat  Tioga. 


Orders  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Temjple ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  April  10,  1861i. 

Sir:  You  will  assume  command  of  the  San  Jacinto  and  proceed  to 
sea  with  all  dispatch  for  the  purpose  already  explained  to  you. 
Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  G.  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Fleet  Captain  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  April  13,  186 Jh 

Sir:  You  will  resume  your  duties  as  captain  of  the  fleet. 
Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  Gr.  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smithy  (  .  S.  Navy,  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Nita,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Three  Brothers. 

U.  S.  S.  Nita, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  April  13,  186k • 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4:30  p.  m.  of  April  11, 1864, 
while  running  along  St.  Martin’s  Reef,  I  discovered  a  schooner  at 
anchor  near  the  mouth  of  the  Homosassa  River.  At  5:45  p.  m.,  beino- 
unable  to  steer  directly  for  her  on  account  of  the  intervening  reeC 
sent  both  boats,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  Hancock,  to  board  her.’ 
At  6  p.  m.  we  cleared  the  reef  and  steered  directly  for  the  schooner. 
At  6:30  p.  m.  the  schooner  made  all  sail  and  steered  E.  S.  E.  in  toward, 
and  afterward  S.  E.  partly  along,  the  land,  the  wind  at  the  time  being 
W.  N.  W.  At  6:50  p.  m.,  being  in  5^  feet  water,  I  fired  two  shells  at 
the  schooner,  one  of  which  struck  very  near  her.  At  7  p.  m.  we 
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grounded  in  5  feet  water  and  fired  another  shell,  the  schooner  being 
partly  perceptible  in  the  dark.  8:20  p.  m.,  Mr.  Hancock  (in  the 
cutter)  hailed  the  schooner  and  ordered  him  to  heave  to.  They  not 
complying  with  the  order,  Mr.  H.  fired  several  volleys  of  musketry 
at  them,  which  induced  them  to  let  go  the  anchor  and  haul  down  sails 
about  8:40  p.  m.,  when  he  boarded  and  took  possession  of  her  as  a 
prize.  The  gig  reached  her  some  time  afterwards,  having  been  detained 
by  her  leaky  condition,  several  times  having  to  stop  to  bail  her  out. 
At  ten  minutes  past  midnight  the  cutter  returned,  bringing  three  pris¬ 
oners  from  the  schooner  (which  proved  to  be  the  Three  Brothers ,  from 
Ha\  ana,  with  an  assorted  cargo  and  three  passengers).  The  captain 
and  passengers  had  landed  and  taken  with  them  a  package,  said  to  be 
a  6-pounder  gun.  One  of  the  prisoners  called  himself  Charles  Mashon 
and  conducted  hirnself  very  badly,  using  the  most  insulting  language, 
threatening  the  lives  of  officer  and  crew,  cursing  the  Yankees  and  the 
President,  etc.  I  put  him  in  double  irons  and  confined  him  below 
during  the  night,  I  send  him,  with  two  others,  by  the  Honduras. 
He  (Mashon)  came  on  board  the  schooner  from  the  shore  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  piloting  her  into  Bayport,  [Fla.].  At  4:30  a.  m.  of  12th  this 
ship  floated,  and  at  daylight  I  ran  out  into  9  feet  of  water.  At  same 
time  discovered  the  prize,  bearing  S.  E.,  about  12 miles  from  us,  under 
all  sail,  standing  toward  us  with  a  moderate  easterly  wind.  At  10:15 
a.  m.  she  passed  within  hail  and  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Cedar 
Keys,  where  we  both  arrived  last  evening. 

No  papers  or  colors  have  been  found  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Semimo7ithly  report  of  the  position  of  the  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron ,  April  15,  18 6 L 


Name. 


Class 


Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Adela . . 

Beauregard 


Steamer  . .  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder 
Schooner .  Actg.  Master  E.  C.  Healy. . . 


Clyde 


Steamer  . . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper 


East  Pass,  St  George’s  Sound. 
Between  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Cape 
Canaveral. 

Latitude  25°  30',  between  longitude 
83°  and  86°. 


Sloop  of 
war. 

Steamer  .. 
Schooner . 
Steamer  . . 

Bark . 

Steamer . . 

_ do . 

De  Soto . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea. . . . 
Hendrick  Hudson . 

Honduras . 

_ do . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

J.  S.  Chambers . 

Marigold . 

Bark . 

Schooner . 
Steamer  . . 
_ do _ 

Pursuit .  Bark . 

Restless . do  _ _ 

Roebuck . | — do . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . 
Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears  . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson _ 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith  ... 
Actg  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W,  R.  Browne., 
Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 


Ordnance  storeship  at  Key  West. 

Repairing  and  coaling  at  Key  West. 
Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 

Fitting  out  at  Key  West. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

About  sailing  on  a  cruise  from  Kev 
West. 

Supplying  the  squadron. 

Latitude  26°,  between  longitude  84° 
and  86°. 

Latitude  28c,  between  longitude  76° 
and  78°. 

Tampa  Bay- 

West  Pass,  St.  George's  Sound. 
Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

St.  Joseph's  Bay. 

St.  Andrew's  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River. 
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Semimonthly  report  of  the  position  of  the  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

April  15,  1864 — Continued. 


Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Sagamore . 

Steamer  .. 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Cedar  Keys. 

San  Jacinto . 

_ do . 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  N.  Quackenbush. 

Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Somerset . 

—  do ..... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Wm.  Budd . 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

_ do . 

Actg.  Master  W.  G.  Wright . 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Sunflower . 

—  do . 

.  Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Tampa  Bay. 

Tahoma . . 

—  do . 

Lt.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony . 

Off  St.  Marks. 

Tioga . 

—  do . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley _ 

Latitude  27°  30',  between  longitude 
75°  and  78°. 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Master’s  MateC.  T.  Somes. 

Hospital  vessel  at  Key  West. 

TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Annie . 

Schooner 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams. 
Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell  .. 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase . . . 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter  .. 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . 

Off  Ocklockonee  River. 

Between  Estero  Bay  and 
Cape  Sable. 

Between  Aucilla  River 
and  Cedar  Keys. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Longitude  88°,  between 
latitude  24°  and  26°. 

About  to  sail  for  Tampa 
Bay. 

Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Anclote  Keys. 

Ariel . 

Fox  . 

Rosalie . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner 

_ do . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 

Sea  Bird . 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters .... 

—  do . 

San  Jacinto . 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  BlocMg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order •  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Quackenbush,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San 
Jacinto,  for  cooperation  with  the  army  in  the  reinforcement  of  Fort 
Myers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  April  16,  186 f 

Sir.  The  general  commanding-  this  district  proposes  sending  rein¬ 
forcements  to  Fort  Myers  in  the  steamer  Hussar. 

Y°u  wiU  be  pleased  to  have  the  two  tenders,  Ariel  and  Two  Sisters, 
loady  to  stait  at  <i  moments  notice,  in  tow  of  the  to  accom- 

papy  and  assist  the  expedition,  and  you  will  direct  the  commanding- 
officers  of  the  tenders  to  cooperate  with  the  army  force  sent  up  under 
the  directions  of  the  officer  commanding  the  detachment.  When  their 
services  are.no  longer  required  for  transportation  or  defense  of  the 
post,  they  will  proceed  to  cruise  under  their  previous  orders. 

Respectfully, 

.  .  T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  N.  Quackenbush,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 
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Order  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Rockwell,  U  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  hark 
Lem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  measures  for  reinforcement  of  Fort 
Myers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  April  16,  186 J. 

Sir.  Four  communications  by  the  tender  schooner  Two  Sisters  have 
been  received,  and  your  course  in  sending-  her  down  is  approved. 

.\ou  will  be  pleased  at  all  times  to  render  such  assistance  to  the 
military  force  stationed  at  Fort  Myers  as  they  may  require,  and  as 
may  be  consistent  with  your  own  duties. 

The  general  commanding  this  district  is  about  sending  up  reinforce¬ 
ments,  which,  it  is  hoped, ,  will  place  the  garrison  at  that  place  in  a 
position  to  resist  successfully  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  disturb 
them. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Actg.  Yol.  Lieut.  Chas.  H.  Rockwell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  command- 
ing  U.  S.  hark  Restless,  regarding  cruise  in  East  Bay  for  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  salt  works. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay ,  Florida ,  April  22,  186 J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  fitted  out  the  bark  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  17th  for  a  cruise  up  East  Bay  to  destroy  salt  works, 
which  are  constantly  being  put  up  as  fast  as  opportunities  occur  after 
we  demolish  them.  She  was  absent  four  days,  and  destroyed  very 
large  works,  the  only  establishment  in  operation  there.  There  are  no 
other  works  on  East  Bay  at  present,  and  I  hardly  think  they  will 
attempt  to  make  salt  on  this  bay  again,  as  they  are  aware  of  our  having 
mounted  a,  howitzer  on  the  barge.  There  are  some  few  small  concerns 
in  operation  on  West  Bay,  and  1  am  only  waiting  an  addition  to  those 
now  there  when  I  shall  fit  out  another  expedition,  and  am  in  hopes  of 
making  quite  a  formidable  raid,  one  that  will  make  it  worth  our  while 
to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Chase,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Fox,  regarding  the  chase  and  destruction  of  the  schooner 
Good  Llope  near  the  mouth  of  the  Homosassa  River. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Fox, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  April  23,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  18th  instant,  at  12  m., 
latitude  28°  34'  N.,  longitude  83°  10'  W.,  saw  a  topsail  schooner  stand- 
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ing  to  the  eastward.  Made  sail  in  chase,  and  when  within  about  2% 
miles  set  our  ensign  and  fired  a  gun.  She  set  the  English  ensign,  but 
did  not  come  to. 

I  afterwards  fired  eight  shot  at  her,  but  without  effect.  She  crossed 
St.  Martin’s  Reef  and  stood  to  the  northward.  Having  run  into  as 
shoal  water  as  I  could,  I  sent  the  boat  armed,  Acting  Ensign  Jackson 
in  charge,  on  the  inside  the  reef  while  I  went  up  outside. 

At  5  p.  m.,  finding  she  could  not  escape,  the  schooner  was  run  ashore 
and  abandoned  near  the  mouth  of  the  Homosassa  River.  Ensign  Jack- 
son  boarded  her,  but  as  there  were  two  armed  rebel  boats  coming  out 
of  the  river  and  it  was  near  night,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  try  to 
save  her,  but  set  fire  to  her,  fore  and  aft,  and  returned  to  this  vessel. 

The  schooner  was  the  Good  Ilojpe  of  about  150  tons  burden  and  laden 
with  salt  and  a  few  dry  goods. 

I  laid  b}^  until  she  was  entirely  consumed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  T.  Chase, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  I  Tan  Boskirk ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  boat 
expedition  from  the  II  S.  bar k  Pursuit,  for  the  destruction  of  salt 
works  in  St.  Josephs  Bay. 

U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

St.  Joseph's  Bay,  Florida. ,  April  18,  186 f 

,  Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  left  the  bark  at  2 
o  clock  a.  m.  with  the  first  and  second  cutters,  manned  with  22  armed 
men  and  with  Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Toothaker.  Proceeded  up  St. 
Joseph’s  Bay  and  landed  in  the  vicinity  of  [Cape]  San  Bias,  about  day- 
light.  Left  the  boats  properly  manned,  and  with  18  men  proceeded 
across  the  peninsula  to  the  light-house.  Found  no  traces  of  anythin «• 
except  wild  cattle.  Proceeded  up  the  beach  some  distance  to  avoid  the 
dense  swamps  through  which  we  struggled  on  our  way  over,  and  on 
returning  found  salt  works,  consisting  of  a  boiler  30  feet  long,  about 
3i  feet  in  diameter,  of  heavy  wrought  iron  and  divided  into  three  sec¬ 
tions,  beneath  which  were  three  furnaces  of  brick  and  mortar.  Here 
were  also  two  shanties,  with  a  quantity  of  provisions,  also  carpenter’s 
tools,  spyglass,  wagon,  and  firewood.  I  ordered  the  destruction  of  said 
property  and  saw  it  accomplished,  except  a  few  articles  which  I  thought 
might  be  serviceable  on  board,  and  accordingly  brought  with  me  to  the 
bark. 

As  it  was  now  getting  late  in  the  day,  the  men  were  much  fatigued 
with  the  march,  and  I  was  expected  on  board,  I  thought  it  injudicious 
to  proceed  farther,  therefore  made  my  way  back  to  the  boats  and 
returned  to  the  bark,  arriving  about  2:30  o’clock  p.  m. 

.  I  desire  to  add  that  from  observations  made  on  the  spot,  my  impres¬ 
sions  are  that  other  salt  works  may  be  found  in  that  vicinity  and  easily 
destroyed.  J 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Act. 


James  Van  Boskirk, 

,r  ,  T .  ,  ^IT  _  Acting  Master. 

V  ol.  Lieutenant  M  illiam  P.  Randall, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Ilealy,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S. 
schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  capture  of  British  schooner  Ora- 
moneta ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

St.  Augustine ,  April  19,  186f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  At  11  p.  m.  on 
the  18th  instant  I  received  information  from  some  fishermen  that  there 
was  a  schooner  inside  the  bar  at  Matanzas  Inlet,  some  20  miles  to  the 
southward  of  this  place.  I  immediately  dispatched  the  gig  and  cut¬ 
ter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Colby  and  E.  M.  Clark,  taking 
one  of  the  fishermen  as  pilot.  They  proceeded  to  the  inlet  through 
the  night  and  arrived  there  at  daylight.  Found  the  schooner  attempting 
to  get  out  over  the  bar,  but  a  few  musket  shots  from  the  boats  brought 
her  to.  They  boarded  and  captured  her  and  brought  her  to  St.  Augus¬ 
tine  for  adjudication.  She  proved  to  he  the  English  schooner  Orarno- 
neta ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Bahamas, 
bound  to  [New]  Smyrna,  Fla.  She  had  no  cargo  of  any  amount,  only 
50,000  percussion  caps,  a  few  sacks  of  salt,  and  one  roll  of  bagging. 
There  were  no  vessels  or  boats  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  Healy, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Expedition  for  the  capture  of  cotton  in  Suwanee  River,  April  21, 186  f 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Fleming-,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 

U.  S.  S.  Sagamore, 

Off  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  May  5,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  an  expedition  sent  by  me  from 
this  vessel  on  the  21st  ultimo  to  Clay  Landing,  on  the  Suwanee  River, 
has  returned  successful,  having  captured  at  that  place  and  brought 
here  11  bales  of  sea-island  cotton  and  68  bales  of  upland*besides  destroy¬ 
ing  upwards  of  300  bales  it  was  impossible  to  remove,  as  so  much  time 
would  have  been  consumed  in  the  attempt.  The  cotton  not  being  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  river  and  the  enemy  looked  for  at  any  moment,  our 
party  prudently  retired,  lest  being  taken  at  disadvantage  in  the  nar¬ 
row  parts  of  the  river  below,  they  would,  to  secure  their  own  safety, 
have  been  compelled  to  abandon  the  cotton  they  had  already  secured. 

Acting  Ensign  C.  Carven,  the  officer  in  charge,  acted,  I  think,  with 
discretion  and  promptitude,  and  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the 
duty  was  performed  will,  I  trust,  entitle  him  and  those  who  were  with 
him  to  favorable  notice. 

Herewith  enclosed  please  find  copy  of  his  report  giving  particulars. 

Ver}^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  E.  Fleming, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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P.  S.'- — I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  vessel  may  be  placed  at 
my  disposal  to  transport  the  cotton  to  Key  West;  one  drawing  not  over 
11  feet  water  would  be  the  most  suitable. 

C.  E.  F. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Carven,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Sagamore, 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla. ,  April  86,  186 1^. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  21st  instant,  I  left  this  ves¬ 
sel  on  that  day  at  about  11  a.  m.  in  the  launch  with  the  howitzer  and 
crew  of  15  men,  having  also  in  my  command  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
F.  Silva  and  4  refugees  (the  latter  to  act  as  guides  and  using  their 
own  boat)  on  an  expedition  up  the  Suwanee  River.  I  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  about  4  p.  m.,  proceeded  up  the  same  about  8 
miles  and  encamped  for  three  hours.  I  then  continued  6  miles  farther 
and  reached  Fowler’s  .Bluff,  where  I  landed  the  refugees  and  sent 
them  to  Clay  Landing  to  reconnoiter.  I  then  proceeded  up  some  3 
miles,  where,  entering  a  bayou,  I  concealed  the  boats  among  the  trees 
and  remained  during  the  day.  At  dark  I  stood  up  to  Old  Clay  Land¬ 
ing  (some  4  miles),  which  was  formerly  a  rebel  post.  There  were  signs 
of  a  battery  having  been  mounted.  1  landed  in  person  and  examined 
the  place.  Finding  nothing  worth  capturing  I  stood  up  with  boats, 
passing  spiles  across  the  river,  with  passage  in  center  for  vessels. 
1  wo  miles  farther  I  passed  some  10  bales  cotton  which  had  been 
thrown  in  by  the  refugees  of  my  party,  who  had  landed  below.  One- 
half  mile  farther  up  I  met  the  refugees  floating  down  on  bales  [of]  cot¬ 
ton.  They  told  me  the  rebel  agent  at  the  landing  had  gone  for  assist¬ 
ance.  I  took  them  in  the  boats  and  started  for  the  landing,  with  the 
intention  of  burning  the  cotton.  I  arrived  at  that  place  (situated 
some  35  or  40  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river)  at  about  1:30  a.  m., 
on  the  23d  instant.  Finding  no  one  there  I  stationed  pickets  and 
rafted  100  bales  of  cotton  belonging  to  the  rebel  Government,  which  I 
found  stored  i y  houses.  The  men  being  very  much  fatigued,  and 
daylight  near  at  hand,  I  set  fire  to  from  300  to  500  bales  cotton, 
winch  were  stored  in  four  houses,  one  of  which  was  a  steam  cotton  gin 
and  press.  I  spared  one  empty  storehouse,  as  I  understood  from  the 
refugees  it  belonged  to  a  sound  Union  man.  I  then  manned  the  boats, 
took  the  raft  in  tow,  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  daybreak,  on 
nearing-  Old  Clay  Landing,  I  made  preparations  to  repel  an  attack  in 
case  information  had  been  conveyed  to  the  enemy.  Finding  no  one 
theie,  I  diiected  Mr.  Silva  to  go  on  shore  and  set  fire  to  the  barracks. 
Immediately  on  our  getting  well  clear  of  the  landing  a  magazine  con¬ 
cealed  in  one  of  the  buildings  exploded,  blowing  it  to  atoms. '  I  reached 
1  owlei  s  Bluff  about  9  a.  m.  I  sent  Mr.  Silva  and  4  men  in  the  refu¬ 
gees  boat  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  prevent  cotton  floating 
out  to  sea.  _  I  then  landed  to  rest  and  refresh  the  men.  I  seized  a  lot 
of  o  d  rigging  stored  here  (belonging  to  the-  blockade  runner  Pow 
erful,  which  had  been  burned  some  time  since  off  the  mouth  of  the 
river)  to  secure  my  raft  of  cotton.  At  10  a.  m.  I  started  down  the 
liver,  picking-  up  9  bales  of  cotton  lodged  along  the  banks.  I  reached 
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the  mouth  ot  the  river  at  7  p.  m. ;  was  there  joined  by  Mr.  Silva, 
^noamped  for  the  night  alongside  of  the  bank.  On  the  morning  of 
the  24th  I  dropped  down  the  East  Pass,  reaching  the  entrance  of  the 
pass  at  11  a.  m.  Spent  the  balance  of  the  day  relashing  and  securing- 
co  on.  n  t  ic  25th  I  started  for  Cedar  Keys.  At  dark  encamped 
on  a  small  key  about  8  miles  from  the  ship.  This  morning  at  2:30  I 
got  underway  and  reached  Sea  Horse  Key  at  7  a.  m.  I  left  cotton 
tUere  secured  to  the  wharf  and  came  on  board  with  all  hands  safe. 
a  eave  state  that  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Francisco  Silva  ren¬ 

dered  tne  most  valuable  assistance  in  forwarding  the  object  of  the 
expedition;  also  the  men  under  my  command  conducted  themselves  in 
their  usual  admirable  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Christopher  Carven, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Charles  E.  Fleming, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Sap  amor e. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Rogers ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding .  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
hast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  April  25,  186 If- 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac  to  Key  West  and  report 
to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  1  heo.  Bailey.  The  Merrimac  on  arriving  at 
K°3’  W  est  is  to  be  turned  over  to  the  command  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  TV  illiam  Budd,  concerning  which  transfer  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bailey  has  been  instructed  by  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the-  Navy. 

Acting  Master  TV.  P.  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  pro  tern,,  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac ,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Cheesman ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia ,  to  proceed 
to  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  April  25,  186 If. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and 
report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailey  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  S.  Cheesman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia,  New  York, 
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Order  of  Actina  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Platt ,  II  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  II  S.  S.  Honduras . 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  April  % 8 , 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Huntsville ,  and  you  will 
assume  command  of  the  steamer  Honduras.  Your  attention  is  called 
to  the  20th  article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  squadron. 
Respectfully. 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Hast  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  John  H.  Platt,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Instructions  for  cruising  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  to  Captain  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San 

Jacinto ,  in  view  of  reported  movements  of  blockade  runners  from 

abroad. 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West.  April  % 8 ,  186f 

Sir:  Information  (apparently  authentic)  has  been  received  here  that 
the  rebel  Government  had,  in  Bremen,  two  sailing  ships  under  English 
colors,  viz,  the  Ernestine,  Captain  Peter  Williams,  loaded  with  muskets, 
rifles,  sabers,  and  ammunition;  and  the  Edinburg ,  Captain  J.  Baldwin, 
loaded  with  tents  and  medicines.  Also  a  schooner  under  Italian  colors 
(name  not  given)  loaded  with  opium,  quinine,  chloroform,  and  other 
medicines,  together  with  dry  goods  and  surgical  and  mathematical  instru¬ 
ments.  All  these  vessels  were  to  have  sailed  between  the  1st  and  5th 
of  April  for  Sisal,  Yucatan,  and  arrangements  were  commenced  by  the 
rebel  Government  to  obtain  permission  (from  General  Bazaine,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  F rench  forces  in  Mexico)  to  land  these  cargoes 
at  Tampico,  and  to  transport  them  thence  by  land  to  Texas.  Such 
permission,  if  obtained,  was  to  meet  the  vessels  at  Sisal,  otherwise 
they  were  to  take  their  cargoes  to  Nassau  for  shipment  to  Wilming¬ 
ton,  N.  C.  The  agents  of  the  rebel  Government  to  attend  to  these 
cargoes  are  Mr.  Lafitte,  at  Sisal,  and  Mr.  Heyliger,  at  Nassau,  and  the 
original  cost  of  the  cargoes  is  estimated  at  between  $300,000  and 
$400,000. 

So  soon,  therefore,  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  can  be  got 
ready  for  sea,  you  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  in  her  to  latitude  21°  35' 
N.  and  longitude  89°  35'  W.,  where  you  will  anchor  (in  about  12 
fathoms  water)  and  lie  with  banked  fires  for  the  purpose  of  intercept¬ 
ing  these  vessels. 

In  making  captures  of  vessels  that  you  may  encounter  on  the  high 
seas,  which  may  have  violated  the  blockade  instituted  by  the  United 
States  Government,  or  which  may  afford  a  reasonable  ground  of  sus¬ 
picion  that  they  intend  doing  so,  you  will  be  governed  by  the  circulars 
of  the  Department,  dated  May  14,  1862,  and  August  18,  1863,  and  by 
my  General  Order  No.  2,  dated  January  1,  1863.  Should  a  chase  at 
any  time  carry  you  within  sight  of  a  neutral  country,  too  much  care 
can  not  be  exercised  to  determine  with  accuracy  not  only  your  own 
position,  but  also  that  of  the  vessel  chased  at  different  stages  of  the 
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operation,  with  a  view  to  refuting  any  false  allegations  that  may  be 
subsequently  made  by  our  enemies  of  a  violation  of  neutral  territory. 
.  ou  will  please  be  as  economical  with  coal  as  is  consistent  with  an 
instant  readiness  to  chase  any  vessel  that  may  come  in  sight,  in  order 
that  you  may  remain  as  long  as  possible  at  sea,  and  you  will  return  to 
this  port  when  in  want  of  a  further  supply,  or  sooner,  if  the  object  of 
your  cruise  shall  have  been  earlier  completed. 

•  Y?U  Cac’  y°nr.  discretion,  touch  in  at  Sisal,  or  otherwise  commu- 
mcate  with  the  United  States  consul  there,  taking  special  care  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  objects  of  your  cruise  and  the  movements  of  your  vessel,  either 
®d°re  resorting-  to  your  anchorage  or  at  any  other  time. 

~Te  schooner Bird,  tender  to  the  San  Jacinto ,  sailed  from  here 
on  tiie  olst  of  March,  with  orders  to  cruise  on  the  meridian  of  88°  W 
longitude,  between  the  parallels  of  24°  and  26°  N.  latitude,  with  a  view 
to  intercepting  vessels  from  Texas,  bound  to  Havana.  You  are  at 
liberty  to  take  her  from  that  station  and  to  employ  her  in  connection 
with  the  San  Jacinto  if  you  deem  it  expedient.  She  may  have  put  in 
to  Sisal,  or  elsewhere  on  the  coast  of  Yucatan,  for  a  supply  of  water. 

In  the  event  of  your  capturing  any  prizes,  you  will  make  such  dis- 
position  of  them  as,  in  your  opinion,  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  Government  and  all  others  concerned,  having  regard  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  at  this  place. 

Respectfully, 

#  _  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  R  ear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Sguadron. 

Captain  Theo.  P.  Greene, 

lT.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Sears ,  U.  S.  Nam,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Honeysuckle ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Miriam 
of  Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle, 

At  Sea ,  Bat.  25°  25',  Long.  8 If  30',  April  <29,  186 J 
Sir:  I  beg  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  English  schooner 
Miriam ,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  by  this  vessel,  under  the  follow¬ 
ing  circumstances:  April  27,  1864,  latitude  23°  56',  longitude  83°  09', 
boarded  the  schoooner  Miriam  from  Havana,  bound  to  New  Orleans! 
The  officer  that  boarded  her  reported  the  papers  correct,  but  the  cargo 
looked  suspicious;  allowed  her  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  with  the 
determination  to  watch  her  movements.  Parted  company  and  steered 
to  the  S.  W.  Lost  sight  of  the  schooner.  At  4  p.  m.  steered  N.  W. 
by  N.  and  at  0  p.  m.  sighted  her  again.  At  that  time  she  was  steering 
by  the  wind  N.  N.  W.  During  the  night  we  kept  her  in  sight.  April 
28  watched  her  movements;  found  that  at  night  all  lights  were  con¬ 
cealed  and  a  lookout  was  kept  at  the  masthead  during  the  day.  April 
29,  at  10  a.  m.,  took  bearings  of  the  Miriam  and  went  in  pursuit  of  a 
schooner  bearing  E.  N.  E.  At  11  a.  m.  spoke  the  schooner;  then  went 
in  pursuit  of  the  Miriam ,  but  could  not  find  her  on  the  bearings  left; 
went  in  search,  and  at  1  p.  m.  saw  her  bearing  W.,  which  position  she 
could  not  have  obtained  without  altering  her  course  after  we  lost  sight 
of  her.  At  5  p.  m.  boarded  her  and  examined  the  cargo;  found  that 
a  great  portion  of  the  cargo  was  not  on  the  manifest.  I  took  the  vessel 
in  tow  as  a  prize. 
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Upon  examining  the  baggage  of  the  officers  and  crew  we  found  a 
mail  for  the  Confederate  States.  One  of  the  men  on  board  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  one  of  the  officers  of  this  vessel  as  a  resident  of  Savannah, 
Ga.  One  of  the  crew  acknowledged  that  he  belonged  to  that  place,  also, 
and  that  he  ran  the  blockade  in  January,  1864.  The  captain  had  been 
captured  by  a  boat’s  crew  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck  at  Indian 
River,  Fla.,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 

The  crew  consisted  of  seven  persons.  There  were  no  vessels  in  sight 
at  time  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cyrus  Sears, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Cruising  instructions  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  Commander  Shufeldt ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Proteus. 


U.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West ,  April  30 ,  186 f 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  can  be  got  ready  for 
sea,  you  will  proceed  to  cruise  at  your  discretion  (to  the  northward  of 
28°  iatitude  and  to  the  eastward  of  79°  longitude)*  for  the  purpose  of 
intercepting  and  capturing  any  vessels  that  you  majT  encounter  on  the 
high  seas  which  may  have  violated  the  blockade  instituted  by  the 
United  States  Government,  or  which  may  afford  a  reasonable  ground 
of  suspicion  that  they  intend  doing  so.  The  Tioga  will  sail  in  a  few 
days  with  similar  orders,  to  cruise  to  the  southward  of  28°  latitude. 

Before  proceeding  to  your  station  you  are  at  liberty  to  touch  in 
either  at  Havana  or  Matanzas  for  information  that  may  be  useful  to 
you  in  the  performance  of  this  duty. 

In  making  captures  you  will  be  governed  by  the  circulars  of  the 
Department,  dated  May  14,  1862,  and  August  18,  1863,  and  by  m}T 
General  Order  No.  2,  dated  January  1, 1863,  and  should  a  chase  at  any 
time  carry  you  within  sight  of  a  neutral  country  too  much  care  can 
not  be  exercised  to  determine  with  accuracy  not  only  your  own  posi¬ 
tion,  but  also  that  of  the  vessel  chased,  at  different  stages  of  the  opera¬ 
tion,  with  a  view  to  refuting  any  false  allegations  that  may  be  subse¬ 
quently  made  by  our  enemies  of  a  violation  of  neutral  territory.  In 
the  event  of  your  capturing  any  prizes,  you  will  send  them  to  Boston 
for  adjudication,  taking  every  precaution  to  insure  the  return  of  your 
officers  and  men  to  this  place,  and  as  early  as  possible. 

You  will  return  here  when  necessary  for  a  further  supply  of  coal. 

You  are  authorized  to  employ  a  pilot  by  the  month,  with  the  usual 
allowances.  The  rates  of  pay  prescribed  by  the  Department  for 
pilots  are  $60,  $80,  or  $100  per  month,  and  should  you  be  obliged  to 
make  the  payments  in  gold  it  should  be  at  an  equivalent  for  one  of 
the  above  rates  of  pay  computed  in  greenbacks. 

Respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Commander  R.  AY.  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Proteus. 
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0rfh,iriT  Bear-Admiral  Baity,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Shufeldt,^  U.  S.  Nanny,  commanding  it  S.  8.  Proteus,  modifying  his 
cruising  instructions.  '  y 

IT.  S.  Flagship  San  Jacinto, 

.  .  Key  West ,  Apr  il  30,  186 f 

Sir.  lout  cruising  orders  of  this  date  are  so  far  modified  that  you 
can  cruise  anywhere  on  the  Bahama  Banks,  or  to  the  northward  or 
eastward  of  them,  as  far  as  Crooked  Island  Passage  (which  is  the 
limit  of  my  command),  as,  in  your  opinion,  will  best  conduce  to  the 
objects  in  view. 

Respectfully,  Tiieodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  R.  W.  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Proteus. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  May 

1 ,  186 Jf,. 


Name. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer . . 

Beauregard  . 

Schooner . 

Clyde . 

Steamer . . 

Dale . 

De  Soto . 

1  Steamer.. 

Eugenie . 

i  Schooner . 

Fort  Henry . . 

Ferryboat 

Gem  of  the  Sea . . . . 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson. 

Steamer .. 

Honduras . 

. do _ 

Honeysuckle . 

. do _ 

Huntsville . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

J.  S.  Chambers _ 

Schooner  .1 

Marigold . 

Steamer . . 

Nita . 

Proteus . 

Pursuit . 

Bark . 

Restless . 

. do _ 

Roebuck . 

Sagamore . 

Steamer .. 

Sail  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Steamer  . . 

Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Tioga . 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder. 
Actg.  Master  E.  C.  Healy _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  G.  H.  Scott . 


Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell. 
Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal _ 


Actg.  Master  J.  H.  Platt. 
Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears  . . . 
Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 
Actg.  Master  W.  Fales. . . 


Actg,  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith _ 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne 

Actg.  Master  John  Sherrill . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd . 


Lt.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . . 

Actg.  Master  Mate  C.  T.  Somes . . 


Where  stationed. 


Cape 


East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Between'  Jupiter  Inlet  and 
Canaveral. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Ordnance  storeship,  Key  West. 

Lat.  29°  30',  between  long.  86°  and 
88°  W. 

Guard  vessel  at  Key  West. 

Fitting  out  at  Key  West. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Lat.  29°  N.,  between  long.  85°  30' 
and  87°  30'  W. 

Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Do. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

Off  N.  E.  Providence  Channel. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Campeche  Banks. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Fitting  out  at  Key  West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Off  St.  Marks. 

Coaling  at  Key  West. 

Hospital  vessel  at  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Annie . 

Schooner 
_ do  .. 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams  . 
Actg. Master  J.J.  Russell  ... 
Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase _ 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter. . . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . . 

Ocklockonee  River. 
Caloosahatchee  River. 
Between  St.  Marks  and 
Cedar  Keys. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Long.  88°  W.,  between  lat. 

24°  and  26°  N. 

Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 
Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Tampa  Bay. 

Ariel . 

San  Jacinto  . . . . 

Fox . 

_ do _ 

Rosalie . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner 

_ do _ 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 
San  Jacinto  .... 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters .... 

_ do _ 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Respectfully,  T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lankier ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
West  India  Squadron ,  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Nam/, 
regarding  the  dispatching  of  TJ.  S.  storeship  National  Guard  to  Rey 
West  for  supplies. 

Flagship  Powhatan, 

Cape  llaytien,  May  1 ,  186 f 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  send  the  storeship  National  Guard  with  this 
to  you  at  Key  West  for  the  provisions  and  stores  for  my  squadron 
during  the  summer  and  hurricane  months,  which  you  were  kind 
enough  to  promise  me  when  I  had  last  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you. 

With  best  regards,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  L.  Lardner. 

Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Reports  of  Acting  Master  Chase,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S. 
schooner  Fox ,  regarding  the  capture  of  sloop  Oscar,  with  cargo  of 
cotton. 

U.  S.  Schooner  (Tender)  Fox, 

At  Sea ,  May  1,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor- to  report  to  the  Department  that  this  day, 
latitude  26c  05',  longitude  83°  20'  W.,  Cape  Romano,  Florida,  bearing 
E.  by  S.,  distant  85  miles,  after  a  short  chase,  I  boarded  and  took  pos¬ 
session,  as  a  prize  to  the  United  States,  of  the  sloop  Oscar,  with  a  cargo 
of  93  bales  cotton. 

She  had  no  papers  or  flag  that  I  could  find.  The  captain,  Samuel 
Waters,  says  they  were  thrown  overboard,  but  informs  me  that  she 
was  from  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  bound  to  Havana,  and  had  a  Confederate 
register  and  clearance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  T.  Chase, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  Schooner  (Tender)  Fox, 

Key  West,  May  3,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  left  this  port  on  the 
28t.h  of  April  on  a  cruise. 

Having  light  northerly  winds,  I  determined  to  make  the  longitude 
of  84°  W.,  and  then  stand  to  the  northward,  as  the  best  track  for 
blockade  runners. 

On  May  1,  at  daylight,  latitude  26°  05',  longitude  83°  20',  saw  a 
sail  to  the  westward  and  after  a  short  chase  came  up  with  her.  On 
boarding  her  I  found  her  to  be  the  sloop  Oscar,  with  a  cargo  of  93 
bales  of  cotton.  She  had  neither  papers  nor  flag;  the  captain  said  they 
were  thrown  overboard,  but  by  whom  he  did  not  know.  He  informed 
me  that  the  Oscar  was  from  St.  Marks,  bound  to  Havana,  and  that 
she  had  a  Confederate  license  and  clearance. 

I  took  possession  of  her  as  a  prize  and  sent  her  to  this  port  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Jackson,  with  6  men,  as  Mr.  Jackson  was 
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the  onh  officer  I  had  on  board.  She  was  leaking’  badly  and  had  no 
boat.  1  thought' it  best  to  accompany  her  in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  T.  Chase, 

, .  Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting’  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  /Squadron,  Key  West. 


Occupation  of  Tampa ,  Fla.,  by  combined  forces,  May  f-7 ,  186 A 

Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Platt,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Honduras,  to  cooperate  with  Brigadier-General  Woodbury,  U  S 
Array. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  May  186 f 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  D.  P.  Woodbury,  com¬ 
manding  this  district,  the  vessel  under  your  command  has  been  placed 
at  liis  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  an  expedition  planned 
by  him  against  the  enemy.  You  will  therefore  receive  him  on  board, 
together  with  such  officers  and  men  as  he  may  direct,  and  place  your¬ 
self  and  vessel  under  his  orders  until  you  return  to  this  place. 
Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  John  H.  Platt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Honduras. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officers  of  four  naval 
vessels  for  cooperation  with  the  army  force. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  May  0,  186 f 

Gentlemen:  On  the  presentation  of  this  order  tc  you  by  Brigadier- 
General  D.  P.  Woodbury,  commanding  this  district,  you  will  place 
yourselves  under  his  orders  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating’  in  an 
expedition  planned  by  him  against  the  enemy,  and  you  will  remain 
with  the  expedition  so  long  as  he  may  direct. 

On  being  released  by  him,  you  will  resume  your  duties  as  directed 
in  your  previous  orders. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  J.  J.  Russell, 

Commanding  Schooner  Ariel. 

Acting  Master  P.  F.  Coffin, 

Commanding  Sloop  Bosalie. 

Acting  Master  H.  B.  Carter, 

Commanding  Schoo?ier  Stonewall. 

Acting  Master  T.  Chatfield, 

Commanding  Schooner  Two  Sisters. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Sice,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S,  S.  Sunflower,  regarding 

cooperation  extended  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

Tampa  Bay ,  May  8 ,  186f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Honduras  on  the  4th  instant,  with  General  Woodbury  and  troops  on 
board,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  raid  on  Tampa,  in  obedience  to 
your  circular,  I  immediately  took  steps  to  cooperate  with  the  naval 
force  here  under  my  command.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant 
I  went  up  to  Tampa  with  Captain  Bowers,  U.  S.  Army,  to  communi¬ 
cate,  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  place,  returning  the  same  night. 
On  the  5th  instant,  after  transferring  two  companies  of  the  colored 
troops  to  the  bark  J.  L.  Davis ,  I  took  her  in  tow  and  towed  her  up  to 
Gadsden’s  Point,  the  Honduras  with  the  balance  of  the  troops  coming 
up  in  the  afternoon.  I  then  organized  a  naval  party  (consisting  of  54 
men  from  the  three  vessels,  Acting  Ensign  J.  Id.  Cox,  of  the  J.  L.  Dams , 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  J.  Crosby,  of  the  Honduras ,  and  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  S.  E.  Willits,  of  this  vessel,  all  under  command  of 
Acting  Master  William  Eales)  to  land  with  the  troops  and  assist  in  the 
capture  of  the  place.  After  getting  them  all  on  board  the  Honduras 
we  proceeded  up  the  bay  as  far  as  practicable  and  succeeded  in  landing 
all  before  daylight.  A  7  a.  m.  the  place  was  taken  possession  of, 
capturing  some  40  prisoners,  the  naval  force  capturing  about  one-half, 
which  were  turned  over  to  the  army,  and  a  few  minutes  after  7  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  were  hoisted  in  the  town  by  the  navy. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  capture  of  the  sloop  smack  Neptune  and  a 
quantity  of  cotton,  estimated  at  about  55  bales,  by  the  naval  force. 
Before  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  make  mention  of  the  cheerful 
and  assiduous  cooperation  of  Acting  Masters  William  Fales  and  J.  H. 
Platt.  Acting  Master  Fales  led  his  party  into  the  town  on  the  double 
quick,  capturing  several  prisoners,  wounding  2  who  were  trying  to  get 
away. 

Acting  Master  Fales  speaks  in  high  terms  of  praise  of  the  conduct 
of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  S.  E.  Willits,  and  also  says  that  both  officers 
and  men  behaved  very  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

Edwd.  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West.  Fla. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Woodbury,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 
U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  the  efficient  cooperation  of  the  latter. 

Headquarters  District,  Ivey  West  and  Tortugas, 

Key  West,  May  1 £,  186 f 

Admiral:  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  important  service  you  have  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  army  department  by  placing  the  gunboat  Honduras  in  my 
charge,  and  by  your  special  and  general  instructions  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officers  of  your  squadron  to  assist  and  cooperate  in  any  military 
operations,  when  requested  to  do  so,  so  far  as  may  be  compatible  with 
their  more  appropriate  duties. 

Captain  Platt,  of  the  Honduras ,  Captain  Van  Sice,  of  the  Sunflower , 
and  Captain  Fales,  of  the  bark  Janies  L.  Davis ,  with  their  officers  and 
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men,  cooperated  very  zealously  and  effectively  in  the  recent  capture 
of  Tampa. 

\ °  Captain  Platt,  of  the  Honduras ,  I  am  under  personal  and  official 
obligations.  1  had  occasion  to  notice  his  knowledge  of  his  profession. 
I  think  him  worthy  of  filling  a  more  important  command. 
Respectfully, 

D.  P.  Woodbury, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne ,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  regarding  expedition  in  search  of  blockade 
runners  in  West  Bay. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew"1  s  Bay,  Florida ,  May  6,  186 !h 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following-  report: 

Having  learned  from  refugees  that  a  sloop-rigged  boat,  with  a  crew 
of  10  men  and  2  officers,  had  run  the  blockade  at  Mobile  and  had  cap¬ 
tured  a  smack  from  our  forces  at  East  Pass,  which  they  destroyed,  the 
crew  of  which  made  their  escape  after  being  captured,  and  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  two  of  the  sloop’s  crew,  the  remainder  of  which  hauled  the 
sloop  across  into  West  Bay  with  the  assistance  of  the  salt  makers  and 
their  ox  teams,  I  fitted  out  my  first  cutter  and  IT  men,  under  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  Thomas  Tierney,  and  gave  him  orders  to  search  all 
the  bayous  in  West  Bay.  The  cutter  left  the  ship  on  the  4th  instant, 
and  after  searching  all  the  ba}Tous  as  directed  without  seeing  any  signs 
of  the  sloop,  but  ascertained  she  had  been  hauled  to  Marianna  on  ox 
carts,  after  which  they  made  preparations  to  return  to  the  ship. 

It  is  my  melancholy  duty  to  report  an  accident  which  happened  on 
the  cutter  when  about  ready  to  start,  by  which  Edward  Delaman, 
ordinary  seaman,  lost  his  life  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  firearm 
he  was  moving  from  one  part  of  the  boat  to  another,  catching  the 
hammer  afoul  of  an  oar,  discharging  the  piece  and  Edging  the  con¬ 
tents  in  his  right  breast,  passing  through  his  lungs  and  out  his  back. 
He  expired  a  moment  or  two  afterwards.  The  cutter  immediately 
returned  to  the  ship,  arriving  about  6  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  6th 
instant. 

I  enclose  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  L.  F.  Morse’s  report.  He  will 
be  buried  on  Hurricane  Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey,  n 

Commanding  East  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Sice ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture 
of  sloop  Neptune,  by  the  U.  S.  vessels  Sunfloioer ,  'Honduras ,  and  J.  L. 
Davis. 

U.  S/S.  Sunflower, 
Tampa  Bay ,  May  8 ,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  sloop  smack  Nep¬ 
tune  and  a  quantity  of  cotton  estimated  at  about  55  bales,  by  the  above 
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steamer  under  my  command,  the  bark  J.  L.  Davis ,  Acting  Master 
William  Fales,  commanding,  and  the  steamer  Honduras,  Acting  Master 
J.  Id.  Platt,  commanding,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  at  Tampa. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Van  Sice, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Dear- Admiral 

Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  disposition  of  'persons  captured  on 

blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  May  9,  1864- 

Sir:  The  following  instructions  will  hereafter  be  observed  with 
regard  to  the  disposition  of  persons  found  on  board  vessels  seized  for 
breach  of  blockade. 

1st.  Bona  fide  foreign  subjects  captured  in  neutral  vessels,  whether 
passengers,  officers,  or  crew  can  not  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war, 
unless  guilty  of  belligerent  acts,  but  are  entitled  to  immediate  release. 
Such  as  are  required  as  witnesses  may  be  detained  for  that  purpose, 
and  when  their  testimony  is  secured  they  must  be  unconditionally 
released. 

2d.  Foreign  subjects  captured  in  vessels  without  papers  or  colors, 
or  those  sailing  under  the  protection  and  flag  of  the  insurgent  Govern¬ 
ment,  or  employed  in  the  service  of  that  Government,  are  subject  to 
treatment  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  if  in  the  capacity  of  officers  or  crew, 
are  to  be  detained.  If  they  were  passengers  only,  and  have  no  interest 
in  the  vessel  or  cargo,  and  are  in  noway  connected  with  the  insurgent 
Government,  they  may  be  released. 

3d.  Citizens  of  the  United  States  captured  either  in  neutral  or  rebel 
vessels  are  always  to  be  detained  with  the  following  exceptions:  If 
they  are  passengers  only,  have  no  interest  in  vessel  or  cargo,  have  not 
been  active,  in  the  rebellion  or  engaged  in  supplying  the  insurgents 
with  munitions  of  war,  etc.,  and  are  loyally  disposed,  they  may  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.'  The  same  privilege  may  be 
allowed  to  any  of  the  crew  that  are  not  seafaring  men,  of  like  antece¬ 
dents,  and  who  are  loyally  disposed. 

4th.  Pilots  and  seafaring  men,  excepting  bona  fide  foreign  subjects, 
captured  in  neutral  vessels,  are  always  to  be  detained.  These  are  the 
principal  instruments  in  maintaining  the  system  of  violating  the  block¬ 
ade,  and  it  is  important  to  hold  them.  Persons  habitually  engaged  in 
violating  the  blockade,  although  they  may  not  be  serving  on  board  the 
vessels,  are  of  this  class,  and  are  to  be  likewise  detained. 

5th.  When  there  is  reason  to  doubt  that  those  who  claim  to  be  for¬ 
eign  subjects  are  in  reality  such,  they  will  be  required  to  state  under 
oath  that  they  have  never  been  naturalized  in  this  country,  have  never 
exercised  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  thereof  by  voting  or  otherwise, 
and  have  never  been  in  the  pay  or  employment  of  the  insurgent  or  the 
so-called  “Confederate  Government.’’  On  their  making  such  state¬ 
ment  they  may  be  released,  provided  you  have  not  evidence  of  their 
having  sworn  falsely.  The  examination  in  cases  that  are  doubtful 
should  be  rigid. 
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6th.  When  the  neutrality  of  a  vessel  is  doubtful,  or  when  a  vessel 
claiming  to  he  neutral  is  believed  to  be  engaged  in  transporting  sup¬ 
plies  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  insurgent  Government,  foreign 
subjects  captured  in  such  vessel  may  be  detained  until  the  neutral¬ 
ity  of  the  vessel  is  satisfactorily  established.  It  is  not  advisable  to 
detain  such  persons  under  this  instruction  unless  there  is  good  ground 
for  doubting  the  neutrality  of  the  vessel. 

7th.  Parties  who  may  be  detained  under  the  foregoing  instructions, 
are  to  be  sent  to  a  Northern  port  for  safer  custody,  unless  there  is  a 
suitable  place  for  keeping  them  within  the  limits  of  your  command, 
and  the  Department  furnished  with  a  memorandum  in  their  cases 
respectively. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

^  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Expedition  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Somerset  to  Apalachicola ,  May  12, 1861, , 
ly  which  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Adela  was  prevented. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  159.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  May  28,  1861,. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  reports  from  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  \\  .  Budd,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Somerset,  detailing 
the  particulars  of  an  expedition  by  which  he  succeeded  in  completely 
thwarting  the  designs  of  an  armed  force  of  the  enemy  led  by  officers 
of  the  rebel  Navy  who  had  made  every  preparation  to  attempt  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Adela,  but  who  were  altogether  forestalled  by  the 
action  of  Captain  Budd,  which  turned  the  tables  upon  them,  capturing 
their  boats,  rifles,  cutlasses,  ammunition,  grappling  irons,  medicines, 
signal  flags,  haversacks,  and  6  of  their  7  boats,  together  with  7  pris¬ 
oners,  viz: 

Andrew  McCormick,  sergeant,  Company  F,  Bonaud’s  battalion. 

Napoleon  Terry,  private,  Company  F,  Bonaud’s  battalion. 

Louis  Gay,  private,  Company  F,  Bonaud’s  battalion. 

Joseph  Sire,  captain  afterguard,  rebel  steamer  Chattahoochee. 

Thomas  McLean,  citizen  of  Apalachicola,  scout  for  party. 

Anthony  Murray,  citizen  of  Apalachicola,  scout  for  party. 

James  Anderson,  citizen  of  Apalachicola,  scout  for  party. 

I  send  these  prisoners  north  by  the  Bermuda,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia. 

I  enclose  also  certain  papers,  the  property  of  Passed  Midshipman 
S.  P.  Blanc,  rebel  Navy.  One  of  them,  a  communication  from  the 
rebel  Secretary  Mallory,  shows  that  they  have  adopted  our  system  of 
drafting  men  from  the  Army  into  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Budd.,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Somerset. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

West  Pass ,  St.  Georges  Sound ,  May  16 , 186 lh 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  12th  in¬ 
stant  I  sent  the  light-draft  boats  of  this  vessel  and  of  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Chambers  to  land  a  detachment  of  troops  under  command  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  [Thomas]  Hunter,  One  hundred  and  tenth  New  York  Volunteers,  a 
few  miles  below  the  town  of  Apalachicola.  After  landing  the  troops, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boats  (Acting  Ensign  E.  H.  Smith)  was 
instructed  to  proceed  slowly  alongshore,  so  as  to  he  in  communication 
with  them  during  their  march  and  approach  to  the  town,  in  the  rear  of 
which  the  whole  force  was  to  arrive  at  daybreak.  Taking  two  launches 
from  this  ship,  I  arrived  in  front  of  the  place  about  the  same  time,  and 
discovered  a  force  of  about  TO  or  80  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  embark 
in  boats  from  the  upper  end  of  the  wharves.  The  rapid  approach  of 
the  first  launch  caused  them  to  abandon  that  project  and  retreat  through 
the  town,  which  movement  was  hastened  by  a  couple  of  shells  from 
our  howitzer.  They  passed  within  a  short  distance  of  a  portion  of  our 
troops  under  Lieutenant  Hunter,  who  unfortunately  thought  that  they 
were  part  of  his  command,  and  permitted  them  to  gain  time  and  escape 
by  the  up-river  road  without  molestation. 

We  followed  them  about  2  miles,  but  the  density  of  the  undergrowth 
and  number  of  paths  leading  through  the  woods  in  all  directions  ren¬ 
dering  any  further  pursuit  unwise  and  futile,  we  returned  to  the  boats. 

Ascertaining  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  expedition  (GeorgeW. 
Gift,  lieutenant,  C.  S.  Navy)  was  in  the  sound  with  about  30  men, 
I  dispatched  boats  and  troops  after  him,  but  the  swiftness  of  his  boat 
and  the  approach  of  night  enabled  him  to  escape,  having  been  chased 
by  our  first  launch,  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  H.  Bran  ting- 
ham,  who  captured  one  of  his  small  boats  and  three  of  his  party. 

The  forces  of  the  enemy  consisted  of  about  100  men,  commanded  by 
the  following  officers: 

Lieutenant  Commanding  George  W.  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  S.  P.  Blanc,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  H.  L.  Vaughan,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  G.  W.  Sparks,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  W.  S.  Hogue,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  J.  T.  Scharf,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Assistant  Paymaster  M.  L.  Sothoron,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Assistant  Surgeon  M.  Ford,  C.  S.  Navy. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  L.  Campbell,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  De  Blanc,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Master’s  Mate  C.  Frazee,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Volunteers  on  the  expedition. 

Colonel  D.  P.  Holland,  aid  to  governor  of  Florida. 

Surgeon  [E.  D.]  Cherry,  First  Georgia  Regulars. 

A.  G.  Sparks,  signal  officer. 

Captain  [James  R.]  Blount,  Bonaud’s  battalion. 

rheir  object  was  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Adela ,  intending,  in  the 
event  of  being  successful,  to  carry  her  into  Mobile  or  burn  her. 

Their  boats  were  fitted  completely  with  muffled  oars,  paddles,  grap¬ 
nels,  and  incendiary  materials,  and  they  had  been  lurking  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Adela  for  a  day  or  two  previous  to  their  dispersion  by 
the  force  under  my  command. 
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TV  e  captured  six  of  their  boats  (all  they  had  except  one),  1  prisoners, 
a  quantity  of  small  arms  (rides,  cutlasses,  etc..),  1,000  rounds  of  ammu¬ 
nition,  all  their  compasses,  signal  flags,  blankets,  haversacks,  medical 
stores,  etc. 

dhey  abandoned  everything  and  ran  like  sheep,  without  firing  a 
shot.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  mistake  of  the  officer  in 
command  of  our  troops,  we  should  have  captured  or  destroyed  the 
entire  force. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  W.  Budd, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Somerset. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  ieutenant  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Somerset,  regarding  prisoners. 

U.  S.  S.  Somerset, 

West  Pass ,  St.  Georg  ds  Sound,  May  21,  1864  ■ 

Sir:  I  send  dowTn  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras,  as  prisoners,  Thomas 
McLean,  citizen  of  Apalachicola;  Anthony  Murray,  citizen  of  Apa¬ 
lachicola;  James  Anderson,  citizen  of  Apalachicola. 

These  men  were  engaged  in  active  cooperation  with  the  enemy  when 
captured.  McLean  enacted  the  role  of  a  scout  or  spy.  Mistaking  our 
troops  for  those  of  the  enemy,  he  gave  them  information  respecting 
my  force  and  position  in  front  of  the  town  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
instant.  Murray  and  Anderson  were  acting  as  scouts  for  Gift,  keep¬ 
ing  open  his  communications,  and  supplying  him  with  provisions  when 
he  was  absent  from  the  main  body  of  his  command.  When  taken 
they  were  carrying  soldiers  from  the  islands  back  to  the  main. 

Heretofore  all  of  them  have  enjoyed  immunity  from  us  as  citizens. 
Their  local  knowledge  makes  them  dangerous  to  us  and  very  useful  to 
the  enemy.  For  the  latter  they  act  as  scouts,  spies,  and  pilots,  and  in 
this  case  they  were  caught  in  the  act.  They  pretend  to  have  been 
forced  into  Gift’s  service,  but  I  know  them  well  and  earnestly  request 
that  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  return  to  Apalachicola. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Budd, 

Acting  Volunteer)1  Lieutenant,  Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Somerset. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


List  of  prisoners  captured. 

Andrew  McCoi’mick,  sergeant,  Company  F,  Bonaud’s  battalion. 
Napoleon  Terry,  private,  Company  F,  Bonaud’s  battalion. 

Louis  Ga}^,  private,  Company  F,  Bonaud’s  battalion. 

Joseph  Sire,  captain  afterguard,  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee. 

The  last-named  of  the  above  evidently  intended  to  desert,  ana  lin¬ 
gered  behind  for  us  to  capture  him. 
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The  boats  (haying  first  appraised  them)  and  medical  stores  I  have 
turned  over  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  United  States  troops  on 
St.  Vincents,  and  have  taken  his  receipt  for  the  same.  The  balance  of 
the  captured  articles  have  been  put  into  the  different  departments  of 
this  ship  for  use  and  issue. 

1  enclose  diary  of  Passed  Midshipman  S.  P.  Blanc,  C.  S.  Navy  (who 
was  second  in  command),  and  other  papers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Budd, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Somerset. 

[Enclosure.] 

S.  P.  BLANC’S  DIARY,  C.  S.  S.  CHATTAHOOCHEE. 

Memoranda. 

May  3 , 1861ft. — Left  the  ship  at  noon,  bound  on  an  expedition  against 
the  Yankees  in  Apalachicola  Bay  [St.  George’s  Sound].  Took  with  us 
2  launches,  pulling  14  oars  each;  2  yawls,  pulling  4  oars  each;  2  cut¬ 
ters,  4  oars  each;  and  1  metallic  boat,  4  oars.  In  all,  7  boats.  Officers 
on  the  expedition : 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Geo.  W.  Gift. 

Passed  Midshipman  S.  P.  Blanc. 

Passed  Midshipman  H.  L.  Vaughan. 

Passed  Midshipman  G.  W.  Sparks. 

Passed  Midshipman  W.  S.  Hogue. 

Passed  Midshipman  J.  T.  Scharf. 

Assistant  Paymaster  M.  L.  Sothoron. 

Assistant  Surgeon  M.  Ford. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  De  Blanc. 

Master’s  MateC.  Frazee. 

Master’s  Mate  W.  A.  Collier. 


List  of  men. 


H.  F.  Oliver,  gunner’s  mate. 
Frank  Klein,  boatswain’s  mate. 
W.  S.  Sealy,  boatswain’s  mate. 
Lewis  Bell,  quartermaster. 

P.  Id.  Cain,  fireman. 

G.  G.  Crawford,  fireman. 

S.  G.  Curry,  ordinary  seaman. 

B.  T.  Conant,  ordinary  seaman. 

J.  H.  Purvey,  ordinary  seaman. 

R.  W.  Condell,  coxswain. 

L.  Thomson,  quartermaster. 

L.  Oats,  fireman. 

James  Murphy,  fireman. 

C.  J.  Peterson,  ordinary  seaman. 
Cain  Mahoney,  ordinary  seaman 
Thomas  Carter,  coxswain. 

Jos.  Blanca,  quarter  gunner. 

Sami.  Cooley,  ordinary  seaman. 
Win.  Brown,  ordinary  seaman. 
Thomas  Cornforth,  quartermaster. 
James  Calhoun,  fireman. 

Ed.  Malone,  fireman. 

Wm.  Earnshaw,  ordinary  seaman. 

S.  Ady,  captain  afterguard. 

J.  Block,  seaman. 


G.  W.  Bradley,  ordinary  seaman. 
S.  Jefferson,  quartermaster. 

H.  Conant,  ordinary  seaman. 
Wm.  Kain.  fireman. 

J.  S.  Briggs,  ordinary  seaman. 
Frank  Phillips,  ship’s  steward. 
Jos.  Sire,  captain  afterguard. 

M.  Downey,  ordinary  seaman. 
George  Taylor,  seaman. 

S.  Bartlett,  ordinary  seaman. 

W.  G.  Tucker,  landsman. 

James  Taylor,  fireman. 

E.  F.  Labatut,  ordinary  seaman. 
J.  Flynn,  fireman. 

G.  Peters,  coxswain. 

Jos.  C.  Dayman,  gunner’s  mate. 
George  Moody,  ordinary  seaman. 
J.  H.  Wilder,  landsman. 

M.  Kearney,  fireman. 

R.  L.  Hill,  seaman. 

E.  Hoencke,  ordinary  seaman. 

C.  E.  Bazzil,  ship’s  corporal. 

- Millingen, - 

Benj.  Sharit, - 
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Armed  all  the  men  with  rifles,  cutlasses,  and  bayonets.  Gave  pistols 
t°  HlWing  < officers:  S.  P.  Blanc,  G.  W.  Sparks,  W.  S.  Hogue, 
J.  T  Scharf,  C.  Frazee,  M.  L.  Sothoron,  M.  Ford,  and  A.  De  Blanc. 
Started  on  steamer  Mariana  and  expect  to  be  in  Chattahoochee  to- 
moiTow  morning.  On  the  2d  sent  steamer  Swan  to  Chattahoochee 
With  htteen  days  provisions  for  100  men,  Mr.  Collier  in  charge. 

J/ay  A— Arrived  in  Chattahoochee  at  7:30  this  morning.  Mr. 
Vaughan  came  on  board  with  16  men  from  the  First  Georgia  Regulars, 
hirst  Honda  Battalion,  Second  Florida  Battalion,  and  Fifth  Georgia 
Cavali\ .  The  following  are  their  names  and  rates  of  shipping: 


Rates. 


1.  R.  G.  May,  landsman. 

2.  Pat  McCann,  landsman. 

3.  J.  F.  Ship,  landsman. 

4.  George  Stewart,  second-class  fireman. 

5.  W.  Id.  McKennev,  landsman. 

6.  T.  R.  Whitcomb,  landsman. 

7.  M.  Id.  Steele,  landsman. 

8.  H.  D.  Elliot,  landsman. 

9.  Frank  Medavis,  landsman. 

FIRST  GEORGIA. 

10.  Thomas  Joiner,  landsman. 

FIRST  FLORIDA  BATTALION. 

11.  8.  A.  G.  Horne,  landsman. 


12.  F.  Bauldree,  landsman. 

13.  Hamilton  Monk,  landsman. 

14.  G.  Hollinsworth,  landsman. 

FIFTH  GEORGIA  CAVALRY. 

15.  W.  H.  Pond,  landsman. 

i 

SECOND  FLORIDA  BATTALION. 

16.  W.  N.  Aldredge,  landsman. 

FIRST  FLORIDA  BATTALION. 

17.  C.  C.  Johns,  landsman. 


Ten  men  from  Colonel  Magill’s  command  were  added  to  our  number, 
.  and  several  officers  volunteered  their  services.  Mr.  Collier  took 
charge  of  one  pistol. 

Surgeon  Cherry,  of  First  Georgia  Regulars,  and  Colonel  D.  P.  Hol¬ 
land,  aid  to  Governor  of  Florida,  were  those  who  volunteered.  Mr. 
James  Griffin  also  joined  us.  Signal  Officer  A.  G.  Sparks  and  L. 
Campbell,  first  assistant  engineer,  reported  in  obedience  to  orders. 
Organized  the  crews  of  the  several  boats,  seven  in  number: 


Launch  No.  1,  in  charge  George  W.  Gift 

Launch  No.  2.  in  charge  S.  P.  Blanc _ 

First  cutter,  in  charge  H.  L.  Vaughan . . 
Second  cutter,  in  charge  G.  W.  Sparks. . . 

Third  cutter,  in  charge  W.  S.  Hogue _ 

Fourth  cutter,  in  charge  C.  Frazee . . 

Gig,  in  charge  Surgeon  M.  Ford . 


Men. 


Officers. 


19 

18 

10 

8 

8 

6 

4 


2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 


Total  number  of  men . 

Total  number  of  officers  .... 

Volunteers  not  detailed . 

Total  number  on  expedition 


73 


3 

90 


14 


Left  Chattahoochee  at  10:40;  issued  to  the  men  2,780  cartridges  for 
rifles.  Arrived  at  Rico’s  [Rickoe’s]  Bluff,  received  13  men  on  board 
as  guard  to  prevent  communication  with  Apalachicola.  Captain 
Blount,  in  command  of  Fort  [Battery]  Cobb,  volunteered  on  the  expe¬ 
dition  and  will  reinforce  us  with  a  considerable  number  of  his  com- 
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mand.  Issued  a  pistol  to  Signal  Officer  A.  Gr.  Sparks.  Arrived  at 
Fort  Cobb  at  dark. 

*  *•*■**  *  * 


Number. 


N  umber. 


Officers  from  [C.S.S.]  Chattahoochee... 

Men  from  the  same . 

Volunteers  from  Chattahoochee . 

Officers  from  other  stations . 

Officers  from  the  Army . 

Men  from  the  Army . 

Men  from  the  Army  as  volunteers . 

issued  pistols  to: 

S.  P.  Blanc . 

H.  L.  Vaughan . 

G.  W.  Sparks . 


11 
50 
2 
1 
4 
16 
10  [ 

1  I 


Issued  pistols  to— Continued. 

W.  S.  Hogue . 

J.  T.  Scharf . 

W.  A.  Collier . 

C.  Frazee . 

A.  De  Blanc . 

L.  Campbell . 

M.  Ford . 

A.  G. Sparks . 

M.  L.  Sothoron . 


1 

II 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Letter  of  commendation  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Somerset. 


[U.  S.  S.  Flagship]  Dale, 

May  31 ,  186. If,. 

Sir:  I  am  much  gratified  with  the  zeal  you  have  displayed  and  the 
good  judgment  you  have  shown  in  the  affair  at  Apalachicola,  by  which 
you  so  completely  frustrated  the  plans  of  the  rebels.  It  was  this  zeal 
in  Lieutenant-Commander  McCauley  when  he  commanded  the  Fort 
Ilenry  that  made  that  vessel  the  terror  of  the  coast  for  50  miles,  and 
the  Somerset ,  her  sister  ship,  bids  fair  to  obtain  under  your  command 
a  like  enviable  reputation.  I  forwarded  your  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  commendation. 

We  are  very  much  in  need  of  two  things  that  you  have,  I  believe,  in 
your  power  to  supply — contrabands  and  3mllow-pine  timber.  I  wish 
you  would  forward  to  this  port  as  many  able-bodied  negroes  as  you 
can  obtain,  and  put  upon  the  schooner  that  I  send  up  with  coal  as  much 
yellow  pine  as  you  can  collect.  There  is  the  greatest  scarcity  of  this 
article  both  here  and  at  the  North. 

Very  respectfully, 


T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  Budd. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Sherrill ,  U  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  17.  S.  S.  Stars  and 
Stripes. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  May  1 186.7 

Sir:.  You  will  be  pleased  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  Roebuck 
to  Acting  Master  William  L.  Martine,  after  which  you  will  return  to 
this  place  by  the  earliest  opportunity  and  report  to  me  for  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  steamer  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squad7'on. 

Acting  Master  John  Sherrill,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Bark  Roebuck. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Healy ,  U  S.  Navy 
schooner  Beauregard ,  regarding  the  capture 
Resotute ,  of  Nassau ,  7Wr>  Providence. 


,  commanding  U.  S. 
of  the  British  sloop 


U.  S.  Schooner  Beauregard, 

°ff  Indian  River ,  Florida ,  75,  756‘J. 

6  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  12th  instant,  Cape 
Ganaveial  bearing-  S.  S  E.,  distant  10  miles,  1  discovered  a  small  sail 
at  anchor  neai  the  beach.  As  soon  as  they  saw  us  they  g-ot  underway 
and  stood  from  us  but  a  shot  from  the  Parrott  brought  her  to.  On 

the  English  sloop  Resolute ,  of  Nassau, 
from  Gieen  Turtle  Cay.  The  captain  reports  that  he  was  not  bound 
anywhere  m  particular.  She  has  no  cargo  on  board.  The  said  sloop 
being  at  anchor  so  near  this  coast  looks  suspicious;  therefore  I  seize 
hei  as  a  prize  and  take  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  There  was 
no  other  vessel  or  boats  in  sight  at  time  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  C.  Healy, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  (J. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  apportionment  of  prizes  captured  by  the  U.  S. 
supply  steamer  Union. 

No.  154.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  May  If  18,6 f 

Sir:  While  engaged  in  the  duty  of  communicating  with  and  supply¬ 
ing  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  under  orders  from  me,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed,  the  U.  S.  supply  steamer  Union  captured  on  the 
14th  of  January,  near  Tampa  Bay  and  within  the  limits  of  my  squad¬ 
ron,  the  Confederate  steamer  Mayflower ,  with  75  bales  of  cotton. 
Subsequently,  on  the  26th  of  April,  while  engag-ed  on  similar  duty 
and  acting  under  similar  orders,  the  Union  captured  between  Tampa 
Bay  and  Charlotte  Harbor,  within  the  limits  of  this  squadron,  the 
schooner  O.  K.,  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  Both  of 
these  vessels  have  been  condemned. 

I  would  request  that  the  Fourth  Auditor  be  instructed  to  apportion 
to  me  the  amount  allowed  by  law  to  the  commanding  officer  of  a 
squadron  in  such  cases. 

Very  respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


704 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Stations  of  vessels  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  May  15, 

1861 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  . . 

Beauregard . 

Schooner . 

Clyde . 

Steamer  . . 

Ship . 

De  Soto . 

Steamer  . . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner  . 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat 

Gem  of  the  Sea  .... 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Steamer  . . 

. do _ 

Honeysuckle . 

Steam  tug 

Huntsville . 

Steamer . . 

Jas.  S.  Chambers . . . 

Schooner . 

Marigold . 

Steamef  . . 

. do _ 

. do _ 

Bark . 

Restless . 

. do _ 

Roebuck  . 

. do _ 

Sagamore . 

Gunboat.. 

San  Jacinto . 

Steamer  . . 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Steamer  . . 

Sunflower . 

Steam  tug 

Tahoma . 

Gunboat. . 

Tioga . 

. do _ 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg,  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Master  E.  C.  Healy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Comdr.R.  Handy . 

Capt.  G.  H.  Scott . 

Actg.  Master  W.  MeClintock - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt. C.  H. Rockwell  ... 
Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal _ 

Actg.  Master  J.H.  Platt  . . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Master  W.  Fales . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne... 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd . 

Actg.  Master  W.  G.  Wright _ 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley _ 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  C.  T.  Somes. 


Where  stationed. 


East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Between  Cape  Canaveral  and  Jupi¬ 
ter  Inlet. 

Between  lat.  25°  and  26°  and  be¬ 
tween  long.  83°  and  86°. 

Ordnance  storeship,  Key  West. 

Lat.  29°  30',  between  long.  86°  and 
88°. 

Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 

Key  West,  under  orders  to  East 
Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Lat.  29°,  between  long.  83°  30'  and 
87°  30'. 

Key  West,  taking  in  supplies  for 
squadron. 

Dispatch  vessel,  Key  West. 

On  dry  dock  at  Havana. 

Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

Cruising  to  northward  and  eastward 
of  Bahamas. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Off  Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Campeche  Banks. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

On  dry  dock  at  Havana. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Off  St.  Marks. 

Cruising  to  northward  and  eastward 
of  Bahamas. 

Hospital  vessel,  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Schooner. 
_ do . 

Tahoma . 

San  Jacinto . 

Fox . 

_ do . 

. do . 

Rosalie . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner. 

_ do . 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 
San  Jacinto  .... 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters. . . . 

....do . 

Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams. 
Actg.  Master  T.  J.  Russell .. 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase . . . 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin... 
Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter.. 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfleld. . . 


Ocklockonee  River. 

Between  Estero  Bay  and 
Cape  Sable. 

Between  St.  Marks  and 
Cedar  Keys. 

Charlotte  Harbor 

Key  West,  repairing  fore¬ 
mast. 

Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Tampa  Bay. 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Woods ,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  mortar  schooner •  Sea  Foam,  regarding  the  rescue  of  the  crew 
of  the  sloop  Anna  Eliza,  May  Ilf.,  186 f 

U.  S.  Mortar  Brig  Sea  Foam, 
Brooklyn,  Navy  Yard,  May  18,  186 f 
Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following- report: 
On  the  14th  instant,  at  11:  30  a.  m.,  in  latitude  34°  35'  N.,  longitude 
74°  55'  W.,  fell  in  with  a  vessel  water-logged  and  dismasted,  the 
English  flag  flying  on  the  stump  of  her  mast,  union  down.  After 
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some  difficulty  (the  weather  being  very  rough),  the  sea  making  a  clean 
breach  over  her,  I  succeeded  in  rescuing  the  crew,  seven  in  all.  Her 
captain  reports  her  to  be  the  sloop  Anna  Eliza,  of  Nassau,  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  bound  from  Santee  River,  South  Carolina,  to  Nassau,  with  a 
cargo  ot  10,000  gallons  spirits  of  turpentine.  Nothing  saved  from  the 
wreck. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  Woods, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the _  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
u.  S'  A  avy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  persons  captured  on  blockade- 
running  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  May  19,  186 f 
_  Sir..  On  the  9th  instant  instructions  were  sent  to  you  relative  to  the 
disposing  of  blockade  runners.  As  the  forts  North  are  sometimes 
very  crowded,  they  can  not  accommodate  conveniently  this  class  of 
persons,  and  they  are  kept  for  sometime  on  board  the  receivings  ships, 
which  is  not  desirable.  A  short  time  since  the  Secretary  of  War 
stated,  in  reply  to  an  enquiry  from  this  Department,  that  he  knew  of 
no  place  except  theTortugas,  where  there  were  ample  accommodations 
for  the  blockade  runners.  Should,  therefore,  a  large  class  of  these 
persons  come  into  your  hands  it  would  be  well  to  send  the  most  noto¬ 
rious  ones,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Tortugas. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  use  of  prize  vessels  as  coal  hulks. 


Navy  Department,  May  21,  186 f 

Sir:  Your  No.  138,  in  reference  to  the  want  of  vessels  for  coal 
hulks,  has  been  received. 

There  are  no  old  vessels  that  can  be  sent  to  you  for  that  purpose. 
You  are  authorized  to  purchase  prize  vessels  that  may  be  suitable  at 
Key  West,  or,  if  you  think  it  more  economical  and  more  to  the  interest 
of  the  Government,  }mu  can  purchase  at  Havana  for  gold,  as  you 
suggest.  If  they  can  be  obtained  at  Key  WTestit  is  perhaps  more 
advisable  to  do  so,  as  the  Department  has  refrained  so  far  from  resort¬ 
ing  to  a  foreign  port  for  the  purchase  of  vessels  of  any  description 
for  the  naval  service. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theo.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  McDougal,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  St.  George  s  Sound , 
in  view  of  the  reported  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Somerset. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  May  31,  186 f 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  Hendrick  Hudson  is  ready  for  sea,  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  with  that  vessel  under  your  command  to  the  West  Pass  and  East 
Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound,  and  inform  yourself  as  to  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  the  report  in  the  rebel  papers  of  the  capture  of  the  Somerset.  Should 
that  vessel  have  been  captured,  you  will  proceed. to  St.  Marks  and  com¬ 
municate  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma,  and  with  the  Tahoma  and  Fort 
Henry  you  will  endeavor  to  effect  a  recapture  of  the  Somerset.  The 
expedition  will,  in  case  of  the  cooperation  of  the  Tahoma ,  be  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Harmony. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  J.  McDougal. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  a  court  of  enquiry  to  investigate  cause  of  complaint 
made  by  the  Spanish  Minister. 

Navy  Department,  May  33,  186 f 
Sir:  A  complaint  has  been  made  to  the  Department  of  State  by  Mr. 
Tassara,  the  minister  of  Spain — 

That  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  or  10th  of  April  last,  the  United  States  Navy  steamer 
Marigold ,  mail  steamer  from  Key  West,  after  annoying  and  menacing  the  English 
merchant  vessel  Belle,  coming  from  Matamoras,  just  as  she  was  entering  the  port  of 
Havana,  fired  a  cannon  shot  at  her  at  500  yards’  distance  from  the  Morro  Castle. 

Be  pleased  to  convene  a  court  of  enquiry  for  the  purpose  of  a  thor¬ 
ough  investigation  of  the  grounds  of  the  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Tas¬ 
sara,  direct  the  court  to  report  the  facts  ascertained,  with  its  opinion, 
and  transmit  the  record  to  the  Department  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  ,  Key  West. 


Order  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting 
Ensign  Eason,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cooperative  movement  in  St. 
Andrew's  Bay. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla. ,  May  33,  186 f 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  this  2  p.  m. ,  in  the  barge  Wartappo  and  second 
cutter,  with  25  men,  to  the  appointed  place  and  cover  the  landing  or 
retreat,  if  necessary,  of  Captain  Woods’  men;  but  on  no  account  will 
you  detail  more  than  5  men  to  accompany  him  on  his  march  to  How¬ 
ard’s  store. 
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You  must  remain  in  charge  of  the  howitzer  in  person  on  board  the 
barge,  keeping  men  enough  to  work  the  gun .  Be  cautious  in  approach¬ 
ing  the  shore  before  landing  the  troops.  It  would  be  wise  to  send  2 
pickets  three-fourths  of  a  mile  ahead  of  the  main  body  in  case  of 
approaching  cavalry  or  infantry.  Do  not  send  any  of  your  men  on 
shore  unless  Captain  W  oods  requests  you  to  do  so,  and  then  on  no 
account  send  more  than  5  at  once. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason, 

In  Charge  of  Wartappo. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Eason ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  cooperative 
movements  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless,  May  26,  186 f 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  23d  instant,  I  proceeded  to 
the  mouth  of  Bayou  George  [Goose  Bayou?]  with  Lieutenant  Mercer 
and  a  detachment  of  31  of  the  Second  Florida  Cavalry,  at  which  place 
I  arrived  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  landed  the  soldiers,  and  recon- 
noitered  the  barge  [bayou]  with  the  second  cutter,  but  saw  no  boats  of 
any  account,  they  having  been  destroyed  by  the  rebels.  I  destroyed 
Captain  Robinson’s  picket  house,  and  at  the  head  of  North  Bay,  a  new 
log  house.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  we  proceeded  down  the  bay 
and  when  off  Alligator  Bay  [Bayou]  I  heard  a  bugee  [bugle?].  We 
stood  inshore  and  landed  all  the  soldiers  and  10  of  my  men  to  capture 
a  squad  of  cavalry,  as  we  supposed,  but  learned  there  were  none. 
Being  near  the  numerous  salt  works,  I  destroyed  11  works,  containing 
as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  about  60  kettles.  I  should  think  by  the 
hies  that  200  works  still  remain  on  the  bay.  I  also  learned  from  g’ood 
authority  that  the  salt  makers  have  a  large  quantity  of  new  boilers  on 
hand  to  replace,  the  broken  ones  as  soon  as  possible  after  we  left  the 
bay.  I  also  learned  that  all  the  rebel  troops  had  been  ordered  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee. 

We  left  North  Bay  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  and  arrived  at  the 
Restless  the  same  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Eason, 

Acting  Ensign ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Browne, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Bark  Restless ,  St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  I  la. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Eason ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  attempted 
expedition  from  the  TJ.  S.  bark  Restless,  for  the  destruction  of  salt 
works  in  East  Bay. 


U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  May  28,  186 k. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  27th,  I  proceeded  up  East 
Bay  to  destroy  the  salt  works  in  operation  there.  When  opposite  a 
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house  known  as  the  Parker  house,  a  company  of  cavalry  fired  upon 
the  scow  and  cutter.  I  had  my  men  ready  and  returned  their  fire 
instantly.  In  fifteen  minutes  we  drove  them  to  the  woods;  then  one 
man  came  down  to  the  beach  showing  a  flag  of  truce.  I  fired  a  shell 
at  him.  I  thought  it  prudent  to  return  to  the  bark,  and  when  near  the 
Johnson  place  they  showed  themselves  again— -also  another  flag — two 
men  in  dark  clothes.  I  threw  another  shell  in  the  center  of  them, 
which  made  them  scatter  in  all  directions.  They  first  fired  upon  me 
when  the  boats  were  within  60  yards  of  the  beach. 

The  crews  of  both  boats  behaved  beautifully.  No  casualties  on  our 
side.  We  fired  50  rounds  from  the  rifles  and  4  from  the  howitzer. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Eason, 

Acting  Ensign ,  TJ.  S'.  Navy. 

W.  R.  Browne,  Esq., 

Actg.  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Coindg.  TJ.  S.  Bark  Restless. 

P.  S. — Since  my  arrival  I  learned  that  they  intended  to  decoy  us 
with  a  flag  of  truce  and  capture  us. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 

Sherrill ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Stars  and 

Stripes. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  May  27,  186 f 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  heretofore  given  you,  and  bearing 
date  May  12,  1864,  you  will  assume  command  of  the  LJ.  S.  S.  Stars 
and  Stripes. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  twentieth  article  of  the  regulations 
for  this  squadron,  dated  August  12,  1863. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Gomdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  John  Sherrill,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  the  appraisement  of  powder  taken  from,  the  prize 
steamer  Cumberland. 


Navy  Department,  May  27,  186J. 

Sir:  The  Department  is  informed  by  a  letter  received  from  Prize 
Commissioners  Carpenter  and  Welch,  of  Key  West,  that  there  is  a 
quantity  of  powder  in  the  army  magazine  at  Key  West,  which  was 
landed  from  the  prize  steamer  Cumberland ,  which  they  say  is  reported 
to  be  of  the  best  quality,  and  in  their  opinions  is  suitable  for  naval 
purposes. 

You  are  desired  to  have  same  examined,  and  if  found  to  be  as 
represented  cause  it  to  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  upon  the 
report  of  a  board  of  appraisers  appointed  to  appraise  the  same. 

V  ery  respectfully, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Key  West,  Fla. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order*  of  Acting,  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  8.  Wavy,  to  Commander 
Shufeldt,  U.  8.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Proteus,  to  cruise  in 
search  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Florida. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  May  % 8 ,  186 f. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Proteus,  under  your  command,  is  ready'  for  sea, 
you  will  proceed  off  Cardenas  and  from  thence  through  Nicholas 
Channels  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba  to  Cape  Haitien,  communicating 
with  some  one  of  Admiral  Lardner’s  squadron,  and  informing  them 
of  the  privateer  Florida’s  having  sailed  from  St.  Pierre,  Martinique, 
on  the  9th  instant.  After  performing  this  service,  you  will  proceed  to 
the  northward  of  Martinello  [Matanilla]  Reef,  or  to  such  other  point  as 
in  your  judgment,  from  the  information  you  may  gather,  will  best 
effect  the  main  object  of  your  cruise,  which  is,  first,  to  capture,  if 
possible,  the  rebel  steamer  Florida,  and,  second,  to  intercept  the 
commerce  of  blockade  running  between  the  enemy’s  ports  and  the 
Bahama  Islands. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Proteus. 


Capture  and  destruction  of  sloop  General  Finegan  {Madge),  May  88, 
186 f,  during  expedition  to  Ilomosassa  River. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Russell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  schooner  Ariel. 

U.  S.  S.  Ariel, 

Key  West ,  June  13,  186 f. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  cruise  between  Tampa  Bay  and  Homosassa  River.  On 
May  25,  in  Clearwater  Harbor,  boarded  an  army  boat  containing  10 
men  belonging  to  the  Second  Florida  Regiment,  under  the  command 
of  Sergeant  M.  M.  Edwards,  who  was  under  orders  to  proceed  to 
various  places  on  the  coast  to  protect  and  bring  off  several  refugee 
families.  Wishing  to  acquaint  myself  with  some  of  the  prominent 
localities  of  my  cruising  ground,  I  embraced  the  opportunity  of  so 
doing  by  accompanying  the  detachment.  We  landed  at  Clearwater 
and  learned  that  the  rebels  were  obstructing  the  Homosassa  River. 
I  determined  to  proceed  there,  and  at  my  request  the  sergeant  accom¬ 
panied  me  (as  it  did  not  conflict  with  his  orders).  On  May  27,  off 
Anclote  Keys,  spoke  the  schooner  Two  Sisters.  Informing  Acting 
Master  Chatfield  where  I  was  going,  *he  kindly  lent  me  the  assistance 
of  Acting  Ensign  Montague,  6  men,  and  his  boat  to  assist  me.  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  across  St.  Martin’s  reef,  on  my  way,  leaving  the  Troo  Sisters 
at  Chassahowitzka  beacon. 

On  May  28,  at  5:20  a.  in.,  made  a  small  sloop  under  sail,  standing 
inside  of  an  island  to  the  northward  of  Chassahowitzka  River.  I  sent 
two  boats  to  intercept  the  sloop,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing,  but 
not  until  the  crew  had  set  fire  to  her  and  escaped;  but  the  fire  was 
promptly  extinguished  by  Acting  Ensign  Montague  before  it  had  done 
any  damage  whatever. 
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The  sloop  proved  to  be  the  General  Finegan  (Madge),  from  Crystal 
River  to  Havana.  The  cargo  consisted  of  5  bales  (2,028  pounds)  of 
sea- island  cotton  and  2  barrels  of  turpentine.  The  sloop’s  papers,  a 
small  mail  for  Havana,  a  rebel  flag,  and  several  other  articles,  of  which 
I  enclose  a  list,  were  found  on  board.  The  Two  Sisters  being  only  15 
miles  distant,  I  sent  the  sloop  in  charge  of  two  men  to  remain  there 
until  I  returned. 

On  May  28,  at  5  p.  m.,  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Homosassa  River 
and  anchored.  At  8  p.  m.  I  went  up  the  river  with  3  boats  and  25  men 
to  reconnoiter  and  find  the  channel;  succeeding  in  doing  so.  On  the 
29th,  at  daybreak,  I  got  underway  with  the  Ariel  for  Tiger  Tail 
Island,  which  is  situated  about  10  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
When  within  about  2  miles  of  that  place,  a  rebel  flag  was  observed  fly¬ 
ing.  1  sent  the  army  boat  ahead  to  reconnoiter,  while  I  followed 
slowly  with  the  schooner.  When  the  boat  was  within  about  600  or  700 
yards  of  where  the  flag  was  flying,  two  boats  containing  about  8  or  10 
men  each,  pulled  off  in  great  haste.  The  army  boats  pursued  them 
and  filed  at  them,  when  they  ran  their  boats  on  the  beach  and  escaped 
to  the  woods;  we  obtained  the  boats. 

Landing  on  the  island  I  took  possession  of  the  rebel  flag,  a  small 
quantity  of  ammunition,  a  small  brass  one-pounder,  and  some  other 
articles,  of  which  I  enclose  a  list.  About  100  yards  from  where  the 
rebels  had  been  was  the  residence  of  Ex-Senator  D.  L.  Yulee,  which 
was  unoccupied  at  the  time. 

I  found  about  150  piles,  intended  for  the  obstruction  of  the  river. 
They  were  about  12  or  15  feet  long,  and  sharp  at  one  end.  There  were 
also  a  quantity  of  them  at  a  point  about  2  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

I  set  fire  to  them  all,  also  to  the  buildings  where  the  rebel  flag  was 
flying.  But,  sir,  I  have  to  add  that  the  flames  spreading  rapidly,  com¬ 
municated  themselves  to  Mr.  Yulee’s  residence,  and  it  was  burned  to 
the  ground. 

I  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  rejoin  the  Two  S'isters ,  meeting  her 
on  May  31,  off  Bayport  beacon. 

Acting  Master  Chatfield  informed  me  that  the  prize  sloop  he  had 
considered  unseaworthy,  and  she  was  leaking  badly,  so  he  took  the 
cargo  out  and  sank  her. 

I  took  the  cargo  from  the  Two  Sisters  and  bring  it  to  this  place  for 
adjudication. 

On  my  way  down  1  stopped  at  several  places  to  gather  up  refugee 
families  and  their  effects,  who  were  on  their  way  to  Fort  Myers.  1 
omitted  to  mention  that  on  my  way  to  Homosassa  River,  several 
refugees  who  intended  going  to  Fort  Myers  willingly  joined  me  in  the 
expedition. 

The  officers  and  men  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  command  deserve 
great  praise  for  their  energy  and  efficiency. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rockwell,  sent  on  board  for  passage 
to  Key  West;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  H.  Howard,  and  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  C.  A.  Fdgcomb  (under  arrest).  I  also  bring  the  mails 
from  Tampa  and  Charlotte  Harbor. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  J.  Russell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  Schooner  Ariel. 

Captain  Theodore  Ik  Greene, 

Commanding  Flagship  San  Jacinto . 
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Letter  from  the  prize  commissioner  at  Key  West  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting 
insti  notions  regarding  the  disposition  of  contraband  articles. 


Office  of  the  Prize  Commissioner, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  15,  186 Jh 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  U.  S.  schooner  Ariel, 
Acting  Master  J.  J.  Pussell  commanding,  arrived  at  this  port  on  the 
J  .i(  h  instant,  and  reports  that  on  May  28,  being  near  the  entrance  to 
the  Ilomosassa  River,  a  rebel  sloop  was  discovered  lying  aground  on  a 
shoal,  and  before  the  Ariel  could  get  near  her  the  crew  set  her  on  tire 
and  left  in  three  boats  for  the  shore,  but  the  Ariel  soon  boarded  her 
and  extinguished  the  lire  and  took  out  the  cargo,  consisting  of  5  bales 
of  cotton  and  2  barrels  of  turpentine.  The  vessel  was  found  to  be  verv 
old  and  unseaworthy,  and  it  was  decided  to  destroy  her. 

On  the  29th  day  of  May  the  Ariel  went  on  an  expedition  up  the 
Homosassa  River,  as  far  as  Tiger  Tail  Island,  where  they  surprised  a 
.Party  of  rebels,  who  ran  away  and  left  the  following  articles,  viz:  1 
1-pounder  and  carriage,  280  rifle  musket  cartridges,  700  percussion 
caps,  3  bags  shot,  1  small  bale  army  blankets,  1  bale  wool,  5  kegs  nails, 
one-half  box  tobacco,  one-half  barrel  sirup,  and  1  yawl  boat. 

They  also  took  from  the  house  of  David  L.  T  ulee  a  large  quantity 
of  letters,  and  before  they  left  the  place  the}7  destroyed  the  prepara¬ 
tions  in  course  of  construction  to  obstruct  the  river,  and  they  also  had 
the  pleasure  to  see  the  house  burned  to  the  ground. 

M  ill  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  instructions  as  to  the  disposition 
of  the  articles  which  are  contraband;  they  have  been  put  in  store  and 
will  await  your  order. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  capture  by  the  U.  S.  supply  steamer  Union, 
on  the  10th  day  of  June,  of  the  sloop  Caroline,  of  Nassau,  with  no 
cargo  on  board.  She  was  captured  one-quarter  of  a  mile  from  Jupiter 
Inlet  and  brought  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Welch, 

Prize  Commissioner. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  18,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  May,  1861,  the  schooner  Ariel,  tender  to  this  ship,  when  cruising 
to  the  northward  of  the  Chassahowitzka  River,  Florida,  fell  in  with 
and  captured  the  sloop  General  Finegan  from  Crystal  River,  bound  to 
Havana.  The  crew  abandoned  the  sloop  and  escaped,  setting  her  on 
fire.  The  fire  was  extinguished  before  it  had  damaged  vessel  or  cargo. 

The  cargo  consisted  of  5  bales  of  sea-island  cotton,  2  barrels  turpen¬ 
tine,  and  several  small  articles,  all  of  which  were  taken  on  board  the 
tender,  brought  to  this  place,  and  delivered  to  the  prize  commissioner. 
The  sloop  being  considered  unseaworthy,  was  destroyed. 

There  was  no  vessel  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  The  cotton 
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on  its  arrival  here  was  repacked,  making  7  bales  and  2  bags.  I  here¬ 
with  enclose  a  prize  list  of  this  ship. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Chase ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  Fox,  regarding  the  destruction  of  salt  works  between  Suivanee 

River  and  St.  Marks ,  Fla. ,  May  28,  186/+. 

U.  S.  Schooner  (Tender)  Fox, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  23, 1861+ . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  cruising  off  the  coast,  between 
the  Suwanee  River  and  St.  Marks,  I  had  observed  numerous  large  fires 
on  the  shore  and  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  were  salt  works. 

On  the  28th  May  I  sent  a  boat  from  this  vessel  with  an  armed  crew, 
Acting  Ensign  Jackson  in  charge,  to  reconnoiter  the  shore,  and  if 
practicable,  to  destroy  the  works.  The  persons  employed  at  the  place 
tied  at  the  sight  of  the  boat.  Mr.  Jackson  landed  with  8  men  and 
destroyed  25  salt  kettles  of  a  capacity  of  150  gallons  each,  with  all  the 
pumps,  tools,  and  100  bushels  of  clean  salt.  On  the  5th  instant  I 
landed  a  party  about  10  miles  above  Dead  man’s  Bay  and  destroyed 
another  of  these  works,  with  27  kettles  of  about  200  gallons  capacity 
each  (these  were  new  kettles,  and  finely  porcelained  or  cemented  inside), 
and  burned  all  the  houses,  five  in  number,  with  a  large  quantity  of 
tools,  carts,  etc. 

On  the  8th  instant  sent  a  boat  (armed),  Acting  Ensign  Jackson  in 
charge,  up  the  Suwanee  River  20  miles  to  Clay  Landing,  and  captured 
10  bales  cotton;  brought  it  down  and  landed  it  on  one  of  the  keys  at 
the  month  of  the  river,  where  1  think  it  will  be  perfectly  safe  until  1 
return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  T.  Chase, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  question  of  prizes  captured  by  U.  S.  sup¬ 
ply  steamer  Cnion. 

Navy  Department,  May  30,  186J+. 
Sir:  You  are  informed,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant, 
that  the  supply  steamer  Union  is  not  attached  to  a  squadron,  and  that 
the  commanding  officers  of  either  of  the  squadrons  are  not  entitled  to 
share  in  captures  made  by  her,  even  though  such  captures  may  have 
been  made  within  the  limits  of  their  squadrons. 

Very  respectfully, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B lockading  Squadron  . 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  command- 
mg  U.  A.  A.  Bermuda,  regarding  the  capture  of  Confederate  sloop 
-fortunate  coming  out  of  Indian  River.  '  '  1 


U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 
Hampton  Roads ,  June  3 ,  186 J 
th^h01101'  t°  report  to  the  Department  the  capture  of 
the  rebel  sloop  Fortunate ,  of  4  tons  burden,  loaded  with  5  bales  of 
sea-island  cotton,  under  the  following  circumstances: 

too  Ki  /wdaL  ’  •  Ma^  30’  .^fc  2  P*  m-’in  latitude  27°  53'  N.,  longitude 
79  if1  .V  -tbTf  3?  miles  from  Indian  River,  Florida,  I  sighted  a 
small  sail,  stood  for  her,  and  on  boarding  I  found  her  with  no  flao-  or 
papers  ot  any  kind.  She  had  on  board  at  the  time  of  capture  three  men, 
two  ot  whom  profess  to  own  cargo  and  vessel,  the  other  acting  as  cook. 
Un  questioning  the  men  they  acknowledged  to  having  run  the  block - 
ade  out  of  Indian  River,  Florida,  and  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
reach  Nassau,  if  possible.  Their  names  are  James  A.  Russell,  native 
ot  .North  Carolina;  George  Harrison,  native  of  West  Indies,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Shaw,  native  of  England. 

The  sea  being  very  rough  at  the  time,  I  was  forced  to  transfer  the 
caigo  to  this  \  essel;  after  doing  so  I  took  the  sloop  in  tow,  but  she, 
leaking-  very  badly  at  the  time,  soon  filled  and  I  was  forced  to  cast 
her  on. 


The  men  I  have  brought  north;  also  the  cotton,  which  I  shall  send  to 
the  prize  commissioner  at  Philadelphia  for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  repectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Culf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Key  West,  June  1 ,  186 J 


Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer 

Adela . 

Steamer  . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Beauregard . 

Schooner 

Acter.  Master  E.  C.  Healy 

Clyde . 

Steamer . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Dale . 

Ship . 

De  Soto . 

Steamer  .. 

Captain  G.  H.  Scott 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Fort  Henry . 

Steamer  . . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  .... 

Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . . . 

Hendrick  Hudson . 

Steamer  . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  0.  J.  McDougal . 

Honduras . 

. do _ 

Honeysuckle . 

. do _ 

Huntsville . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Bark . 

J.  S.  Chambers _ 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Marigold . 

Steamer . . 

Actg.  Master  L.  I).  D.  Voorhees. 

Nita . 

. do _ 

Actg.  Vol,  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Proteus . . 

Commander  R,  W.  Shufeldt _ 

Pursuit . 

Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall... 

Restless . 1 

_ do _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne... 

Roebuck . | 

_ do _ 

Actg.  Master  W  L  Martine _ 

Where  stationed. 


West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Sent  north. 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West, 

Latitude  29°  30'  N.,  between  longi¬ 
tude  86°  and  88°  W. 

Guard  schooner,  Key  West. 

East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

At  Key  West;  returned  May  28  from 
a  cruise. 

Loading  at  Key  West  with  stores 
for  squadron. 

Gone  to  supply  San  Jacinto  with 
coal,  etc. 

At  Key  West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Harbor  duty.  Key  West. 

Ordered  to  Key  West  and  on  her 
way. 

Gone  in  search  of  Florida,  Bahama 
Banks. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet, 
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Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  offieer. 

Where  stationed. 

Sagamore . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Sunflower . 

Tahoma . 

Tioga . 

Wanderer . 

Steamer  . . 

. do _ 

. do  — 

. do _ 

. do - 

. do _ 

. do.... 

Schooner . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd . 

Actg.  Master  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley - 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Somes . 

Ordered  to  Key  West  for  repairs. 
Campeche  Banks. 

West  Pass,  St  George’s  Sound. 

Key  West,  preparing  for  sea. 

Tampa  Bay. 

St.  Marks. 

Key  West,  returned  May  28. 

Key  West. 

TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Schooner 
. do  . . . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams. 
Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell.. 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase... 

Actg.  Master  P.  J\  Coffin... 
Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark  . . . 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter.. 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . 

Ocklockonee  River. 

Between  Eomosassa  River 
and  Tampa. 

Between  St.  Marks  and 
Cedar  Keys. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Off  coast  of  Cuba  20  miles, 
bet.  83°  and  85°  lung.  W. 

Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Tampa  Bay. 

San  Jacinto  .... 

. do . 

. do  ... 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 
Sail  Jacinto  .... 

Sunflower . 

. do  ... 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Hear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 

Clark ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  schooner 

Wanderer. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Dale,  June  2,  [186f. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless ,  and  you 
will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Wanderer. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  C.  T.  Somes  will  turn  over  to  you  all  unex¬ 
ecuted  orders,  and  you  will  take  charge  of  all  stores,  mathematical 
instruments,  etc.,  giving  him  receipts  and  holding  yourself  accounta¬ 
ble  therefor. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Samuel  B.  Clark,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Key  West. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Van  Sice ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Sunflower,  regarding  the  destruction  of  salt  works  in  Tampa  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

Tampa  Bay,  June  7,  186f 

Sir:  Having  ascertained  the  locality  of  some  salt  works  on  the  bay 
belonging  to  a  Mr.  Hooker,  1  went  up  abreast  of  the  place  with  the 
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steamer  on  the  2d  instant,  sent  three  armed  boats  ashore  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  William  Fales,  and  entirely  destroyed  the  works,  which 
were  very  fine  ones,  consisting  of  four  very  large  kettles  and  large  fur¬ 
naces;  also  destroyed  a  quantity  of  salt.  On  the  approach  of  the  boats 
the  men  employed  at  the  works  all  left  but  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


ldw.  Van  Sice, 

.  . .  _  ,  ,  Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  June  7,  186 f 
Send  the  Iuka,  Lieutenant  [William  C.]  Rogers,  directly  to  Key 
West,  to  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Scott , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto ,  to  proceed  to  Ports¬ 
mouth .,  N  II. ,  for  repairs  to  that  vesseel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  June  9,  186 J 

Sir:  A  medical  survey  having  recommended  that  the  De  Soto  be 
sent  north  for  sanitary  considerations,  you  will,  as  soon  as  she  is 
ready  for  sea,  proceed  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  report  on  arrival  to 
the  honorable  Secretary"  of  the  Navy. 

The  track  you  will  pursue  on  your  return  north  will  be  from 
Matanilla  Rocks,  cutting  diagonally  the  cruising  ground  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  Bahama  Banks,  or  on  a  line  from  said  rocks  to  latitude  27°  30'  N. , 
and  longitude  76°  45'  W.,  intercepting  the  course  of  the  blockade 
runners  between  Nassau  and  Wilmington. 

On  arriving  at  Portsmouth,  you  will  use  your  best  endeavors  to 
have  the  De  Soto  cleaned,  disinfected,  and  repaired,  so  as  to  enable 
her  to  return  to  the  squadron  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  Gustavus  H.  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto. 


Report  of  Commander  Shufeldt,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
■  Proteus,  of  the  capture  hy  that  vessel  of  the  British  schooner  R.  S. 
Hood. 

U.  S.  S.  Proteus, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  28°  02'  N. ,  Long.  77°  W. ,  June  9,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  captured  and 
sent  to  Key  West  the  British  schooner  R.  S.  Hood,  of  and  from 
Nassau,  and  purporting  to  be  bound  to  New  York  in  ballast. 
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I  took  ner  because  she  was  steering  with  a  free  wind,  a  course  which 
would  have  taken  her  to  some  Confederate  port,  and  because  she  had 
on  board  no  clearance  or  proper  crew  list.  At  the  time  of  capture, 
Man-of-War  Cay,  Little  Bahama  Bank,  bore  S.  £  E.  82  miles. 

The  proper  prize  list  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  W. 


Shufeldt, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Washington . 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Cofin ,  U  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  tender 
Rosalie ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Emma. 

Tender  Rosalie, 

Charlotte  Harbor ,  Fla.,  June  11,  1861/.. 

;  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  and  detention  of 
the  steamer  Emma,  under  the  following  circumstances: 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  while  coming  up  the  coast,  I 
discovered  said  steamer  within  half  a  mile  of  the  beach,  near  the  mouth 
of  Malco  Inlet  [Marco  Pass],  at  anchor. 

I  hauled  on  the  wind  and  commenced  beating  toward  her,  and  in 
about  an  hour  after  I  discovered  her  I  perceived  her  to  commence 
firing  up,  and  she  was  shortly  underway  and  started  up  the  coast  to 
the  northward,  keeping  close  inshore  and  apparently  trying  to  outrun 
and  keep  to  windward  of  me. 

I  soon  worked  near  enough  to  have  her  within  range  of  m}^  gun, 
whereupon  I  fired  a  shell  toward  her,  after  which  she  bore  down  toward 
me  with  the  American  ensign  ffying. 

Upon  boarding  her  I  found  her  to  have  on  board  a  man  whose  name 
was  not  on  the  crew  list,  also  one  man  short. 

The  captain’s  excuse  for  being  with  his  steamer  in  such  a  position 
not  being  satisfactory  to  me,  I  took  charge  of  her  and  carried  her  to 
Charlotte  Harbor,  where  I  delivered  her  over  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  C.  H.  Rockwell,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
for  his  investigation,  as  the  Rosalie  is  a  tender  to  that  bark. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  F.  Coffin, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  Tender  Rosalie. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rockwell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  the  result  of  an 
examination  of  the  papers  of  captured  steamer  Emma. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.,  June  11,  186 f 
Sir:  In  connection  with  the  enclosed  report,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  to  you  that  on  investigation  of  the  papers  and  search  of  the 
steamer  Emma  I  find: 

1st.  She  was  captured  at  an  entrance  in  the  coast  where  three  ves¬ 
sels  ran  the  blockade  together  less  than  a  month  ago.  These  three 
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had  elotTiere  Captured  by  thc  army  forces  at  Fort  Myers,  after  they 

2d.  On  board  the  steamer  is  one  Holmes,  who  is  not  on  any  of  her 
papers,  and  who  was  captain  of  the  largest  of  the  three  vessels  spoken 
ot  above  as  having  run  the  blockade. 

3d.  Her  manifest  says  her  lading  is  ballast,  stores,  and  fuel.  She 
nas  no  ballast  on  board. 

7^!;  Fhere  *s.on  board  several  tons  of  fine  blacksmith’s  coal,  for 
which  the  captain  says  he  paid  $20  a  ton,  the  whole  costing  over  $300, 
and  which  is  not  mentioned  in  her  manifest.  The  captain  says  this  is 
fuel,  and  then  acknowledges  that  the  steamer’s  furnaces  can  burn  noth- 

®!nAbutfWO-  ,  This  c°al  is  conti’aband  of  war,  and,  I  am  told,  is  worth 
$£>00  a  ton  in  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy. 

5th.  Those  on  board  the  steamer  have  endeavored  to  throw  over- 
boaicl,  surreptitiously,  portions  of  this  coal  since  her  capture  on  two 
occasions,  until  prevented  by  the  prize  crew. 

(3th.  The  real  fuel  on  board  of  her,  i.  e.,  wood,  was  barely  sufficient 
to  reach  Sambel  Harbor  with,  and  it  was  necessary  to  cut  more  in 
order  to  reach  this  harbor. 

7th.  Though  cleared  for  New  Orleans  via  Pensacola,  they  had  barely 
wood  enough  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  point  where  captured  and 
proceed  inside,  where  fuel  could  be  easily  obtained. 

8th.  The  enemy  are  known  to  have  been  in  communication  with  that 
portion  of  the  coast  Avhere  she  was  captured  quite  recently,  and  it  is 
probable  they  are  still. 

9th.  The  statements  and  explanations  of  the  captain  are  very  con¬ 
tradictory  in  their  character. 

10th.  Her  “shipping  articles”  are  not  endorsed  by  the  collector  of 
the  port  cleared  from  (Key  West). 

11th.  Two  men  called  for  by  the  crew  list  are  not  on  board.  The 
man  Holmes  had  just  been  taken  to  Key  West  as  a  prisoner,  and  had 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  there. 

12th.  Three  different  times  after  she  was  captured  she  was  discov¬ 
ered  to  be  on  fire,  and  her  crew,  on  being  requested  to  assist  in  extin¬ 
guishing  the  flames,  would  not  do  so  until  obliged  to  do  so  by  the 
officer  in  charge. 

The  above  are  the  principal  facts  in  the  case,  and  I  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  to  detain  and  send  her  in.  Their  actions  have  been  very  sus¬ 
picious,  and  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  of  an  intention  of  running  'in  for 
a  cargo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Rockwell, 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Fleming,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.'S.  Sagamore,  transmitting  report  regarding  expedition  for 
the  seizure  of  cotton  in  Suwanee  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Sagamore, 

Off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.,  June  12,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant  I  sent  the 
launch  from  this  vessel,  and  two  boats  from  the  steamer  Clyde,  with 
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24  men  and  4  officers,  on  an  expedition  up  the  Suwanee  River  to  seize 
some  cotton  I  had  been  informed  the  rebels  were  making  use  of  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  breastworks  on  that  river.  On  the  7th 
the  expedition  reached  the  place,  about  38  miles  up,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Clay  Landing,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  100  bales,  mostly  sea-island 
cotton,  which  had  been  brought  to  this  place. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  Acting  Ensign  L.  It.  Chester, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  expedition,  conducted  it  in  a  manner  to  be 
commended,  returning  his  force  with  no  casualties  and  not  an  article 
missing,  and  the  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  who  accompanied 
him  was  as  usual  everything  that  could  be  desired. 

Enclosed  herewith  please  find  copy  of  Acting  Ensign  Chester’s 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Charles  E.  Fleming,] 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Sagamore, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  June  12,  186 f 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  June  6,  I  proceeded  with  Act¬ 
ing  Master’s  Mate  F.  Silva  on  an  expedition  up  the  Suwanee  River  to 
seize  some  cotton  belonging  to  the  rebels,  supposed  to  be  in  that 
vicinity. 

Our  launch,  howitzer,  and  12  men,  two  boats  from  the  U.  S.  S. 
Clyde ,  with  Acting  Ensign  H.  Jones,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  C.  F. 
Palmer,  and  12  men,  formed  the  expedition.  We  were  joined  while 
on  oiu  way  toward  the  river  by  7  refugees  in  their  own  boat. 

At  5  p.  m.  on  the  7 th  instant  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Clay 
Landing  and  secured  about  100  bales  of  cotton,  principally  sea-island. 
W  e  rafted  it  and  started  that  same  evening  for  Cedar  Keys  with  it 
in  tow. 

During  the  passage  to  this  station  we  experienced  head  winds  and 
currents,  obliging  us  to  reraft  the  cotton  three  times,  and  delaying 
our  arrival  until  to-day. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  above-mentioned  officers  used  every 
exertion  to  forward  the  object  of  the  expedition.  The  men  were 
prompt  and  obedient,  performing  their  duties  cheerfully. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  R,  Chester, 

Acting  Ensign ,  in  Charge  of  Expedition. 

Lieutenant- Commander  Charles  E.  Fleming, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne,  IT.  S.  JVavy,  command- 
tng  U.  S.  bark  Restless ,  regarding  cooperative  movements  in  St. 
Andrews  Bay. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Florida ,  June  1%,  1861,. 
feiE.  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  22d  April  we  dispatched  the  barge  up  East  Bay  to  destroy 
all  salt  works  in  operation.  Only  one  was  discovered,  and  that  was 
destroyed..  There  were  at  that  time  some  small  concerns  in  West 
Bay  making  salt,  but  hearing  they  intended  to  erect  extensive  ones 
again  for  the  Government  on  the  old  site  destroyed  by  us  in  December 
last,  I  concluded  not  to  molest  them  until  they  were  more  numerous. 
In  the  meantime  Captain  Woods,  commanding  the  Federal  post  here 
desiring  our  cooperation  on  an  expedition  to  destroy  some  rebel  Gov¬ 
ernment  property,  on  the  23d  of  May  I  dispatched  Acting  Ensign 
Eason  in  the  barge  with  a  crew  of  11  men,  with  howitzer  and  rifles, *to 
cover  the  soldiers  landing  and  retreating  if  necessary.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  our  men  landed  and  destroyed  some  10  or  12  salt  works  in  that 
vicinity,  which  see  in  his  report,  enclosed. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  hearing  that  another  extensive  salt  work  had 
been  erected  up  East  Bay  since  April,  I  determined  to  destroy  it,  and 
if  possible  to  do  so  as  fast  as  they  build  new  ones. 

I  therefore  dispatched  Acting  Ensign  Eason  again  in  the  barge  with 
a  howitzer  and  8  men,  accompanied  by  the  second  cutter  with  ll  men 
armed  with  howitzer  and  rifles,  the  result  of  which  is  detailed  in  his 
report,  enclosed. 

Again  on  the  8th  of  June  the  Federal  soldiers  here  under  Captain 
Woods,  being  out  of  provisions  and  no  prospect  of  a  supply  from  Key 
West  for  some  time,  he  consulted  with  me  the  feasibility  of  procuring 
supplies  of  corn  and  bacon  by  making  a  raid  on  the  saltworks  up  West 
Bay.  Feeling  assured  that  this  could  be  accomplished,  I  directed  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  W.  B.  Rankin  to  proceed  in  the  barge  with  5  men  from 
this  vessel,  carrying  Captain  Woods  and  40  of  his  men,  taking  our 
howitzer.  We  heard  there  was  a  company  of  cavalry  in  that  vicanity. 
The  expedition  was  successful  and  returned  the  next  day,  having  made 
a  very  successful  raid;  97  salt  works  were  totally  destroyed,  with  all 
their  tools  and  equipments,  etc.  The  barge  was  loaded  with  corn  and 
bacon;  of  the  former,  600  rations,  and  of  the  latter,  320.  Enclosed  is 
Acting  Ensign  Rankin’s  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 

_  [Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay ,  Florida ,  June  9 ,  186 J 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  left  the  ship  on  the  8th  instant 
with  the  scow  and  5  men  armed  with  —  pounder  howitzer  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  men  of  Captain  Woods’  company  in  case 
they  were  attacked  while  making  a  raid  on  the  salt  works  on  West 
Bay.  As  Captain  Woods  was  not  attacked,  my  services  onlv  became 
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available  in  transferring  men  to  and  from  West  Bay  Point,  and  con¬ 
veying  provisions  they  captured  to  camp. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  Rankin, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Bark  Restless. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Nickerson ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  James  S.  Chambers ,  regarding  the  capture  of  cotton  by  boat 
expedition  to  Waccasassa  River ,  June  13 ,  186 f 

U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  t. Tidy  12,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  13th  June  last  an  armed  boat’s  crew  was  dispatched  from 
this  vessel  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  E.  Hopkinson  for 
the  Waccasassa  River,  Florida,  in  connection  with  an  armed  boat  from 
the  U.  S.  S.  Clyde.  They  returned  on  the  Kith  ultimo,  with  a  quantity 
of  cotton  captured  on  said  river,  some  34  bags,  which  has  been 
delivered  to  the  proper  authorities  at  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Reports  of  Acting  Master ‘  Gray ,  71.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  store- 
ship  Courier,  regarding  the  loss  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Storeship  Courier, 

Ashore  on  the  Island  of  Abaco ,  June  15 ,  186 f 

Sir:  I  regret  to  announce  to  you  the  loss  of  this  ship,  she  having  run 
ashore  on  this  island  about  10  miles  south  of  Elbow  Cay  light-house, 
at  about  3  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant.  The  officers  and 
crew  are  all  safe,  and  I  have  written  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau 
requesting  him  to  charter  a  vessel  to  convey  them  to  a  port  in  the 
United  States. 

The  ship  will  prove  a  total  wreck.  Wo  are  now  engaged  in  saving 
stores  and  cargo,  the  latter  in  a  damaged  condition.  The  only  way  1 
have  to  account  for  this  unfortunate  occurrence  is,  that  the  reckoning 
of  the  ship  must  have  been  very  much  out,  or  that  we  experienced  a 
very  strong  westerly  current. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Gray, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Wreck  of  U.  S.  Shir  Courier, 
Lynyard  Cay ,  Abaco  Island ,  June  88, 1861. 

hiR.  I  informed  you,  under  date  of  the  15th  instant,  of  the  loss  of 
this  ship. 

Mi.  \\  C.  Thompson,  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  has 
chartered  the  schooner'  Samuel  T.  Keese,  to  convey  the  officers,  crew, 
guns,  stores,  etc.,  saved,  to  Port  lloyal,  for  the  sum  of  $1,000  in  gold. 
Accordingly  I  have  drawn  on  you,  at  thirty  days’  sight,  for  $1,000,  pay¬ 
able  in  gold,  or  its  equivalent,  on  receipt  or  the  delivery  of  the  officers 
and  ciew  at  Port  Royal.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Thompson’s 
agreement  with  the  master  of  the  schooner  Samuel  T.  Keese. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


S.  C.  Gray, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding , 


[Enclosures.] 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  between  H.  N.  Farr,  master  and  owner  of  the  schooner 
Samuel  T.  Keese,  and  W  C.  Thompson,  acting  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau. 


It  is  hereby  agreed  b y  and  between  the  above  parties  that  said 
schooner  shall  proceed  hence  to  Lynyard  Cay,  Great  Abaco  Island,  Baaas 
[Bahamas],  and  take  on  board  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  wrecked 
U.  S.  ship  Courier)',  75  men,  more  or  less,  and  transport  them  to  the 
port  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  And  that  the  ship  shall  be  well  and  suffi¬ 
ciently  equipped  and  provided  for  that  purpose  with  all  articles  except 
provisions,  and  that  the  master  shall  lend  them  every  necessary  assist¬ 
ance  on  the  voyage,  and  to  land  at  Port  Royal;  also  "that  he  shall  take 
on  board  and  convey  there  all  the  baggage  of  tbe  officers  and  crew 
and  three  brass  guns  now  on  board  the  Courier,  or  landed  from  her, 
together  with  their  carriages  and  appurtenances.  It  is  also  agreed 
that  said  Captain  H.  N.  Farr  shall  receive  therefor  the  sum  of  $1,000, 
payable  in  gold  coin  by  a  draft  on  the  United  States  Treasury  at 
thirty  days’  sight.  That  said  officers  and  crew  shall  furnish  provisions 
for  the  voyage,  and  that  a  pilot  from  this  place  to  said  Lynyard  Cay 
shall  be  provided  the  vessel  at  this  place. 

W.  C.  Thompson, 

Acting  U.  S.  Consul. 


Henry  N.  Farr, 

Master  Schooner)'  S.  T.  Keese. 


Attest: 

Albert  P.  Sampson, 

Acting  Ensign,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Nassau,  New  Providence, 

June  80,  186  J 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  above-mentioned  men  in  the  agreement, 
please  give  Captain  Farr  the  draft  provided  for  therein. 

W.  C.  Thompson, 

Acting  TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Commanding  Officer  of  the  Port, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

16 


N  W  R — VOL  17 


722 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  June 

15 ,  186 f 


Name. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  . . 

Beauregard . 

Schooner . 

Clyde . 

Steamer  .. 

Ship . 

De  Soto . — 

Steamer . . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  .... 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson. 

Steamer  . 

Honduras . 

. do _ 

Honeysuckle . 

. do _ 

Huntsville . 

. do - 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Bark . 

JamesS.  Chambers 

Schooner 

Marigold . 

Steamer  . 

Nita . 

. do . . . 

Proteus . 

. do _ 

Restless . 

_ do _ 

_ do _ 

Sagamore . 

Steamer  . 

_ do _ 

_ do _ 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

_ do - 

_ do _ 

....do.... 

_ do _ 

Wanderer . 

Schooner 

Magnolia . 

Steamer  . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Yol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Master  E.  C.  Healy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Capt.  G.  H.  Scott . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . . . 
Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Lt.  Comdr.  li.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold  . . . 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Act.  Master  L.  D.  I).  Voorhees. . . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  Hancock . 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.W.P.  Randall - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Mast.  W.  L.  Martine . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Captain  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Lt.  Comdr.  D.  B.  Harmony . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Y.  McCauley . 

Actg.  Master  S.  B.  Clark . 

Actg.  Vol,  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman. . . 


Where  stationed. 


West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

Sent  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 

Sent  to  Portsmouth,  N.  II. 

Guard  schooner,  Key  West. 

East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Cruising  between  latitude  24°  30'  N., 
longitude  84°  05',  and  23°  20'  N. 
and  85°  30'  W. 

Sent  to  supply  squadron  with  stores, 
etc. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Key  West. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Cruising  off  north  side  of  Mata- 
nilla  Reef. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet. 

Ordered  to  Key  West  for  repairs. 
Campeche  Banks. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 

St.  Marks. 

Tampa  Bay. 

At  Key  West  for  repair. 

Key  West,  preparing  for  sea. 
Hospital  ship,  Key  West. 

Bahama  Banks,  between  Elbow 
Cay  and  east  end  of  Eleuthera 
Island. 


TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to— 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Schooner. 
_ do . 

Tahoma . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams  . 
Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase _ 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Clark _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . . . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield... 

Ocklockonee  River. 

Key  West,  returned  June 
13. 

Between  St.  Marks  and 
Cedar  Keys. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Sent  to  Cape  Canaveral. 
Between  Tampa  Bay  and 
Charlotte  Harbor. 
Between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Tampa  Bay. 

San  Jacinto  .... 

. do . 

Fox . 

_ do . 

Rosalie . 

Sea  Bird . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner. 
_ do . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 
San  Jacinto  .... 
Sunflower . 

....do . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Respectfully, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  East 


T.  Bailey, 

Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
loss  of  mails  en  route  to  the  Department. 

No.  190.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  June  15 ,  186 f 

Sir:  The  report  is  current  that  two  mails  from  this  port  for  the 
North  have  been  lost.  The  one  went  north  by  the  Nightingale ,  and  on 
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the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  New  York  could  not  be  found.  The  other 
was  lost  at  sea  by  the  sinking  of  the  Pocahontas  off  Hatteras.  I  can  not 
tell  what  letters  may  have  gone  by  these  mails  to  the  Department,  but 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  communications  of  importance  from  myself 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  were  in  both  the  mails.  If  the  Depart¬ 
ment  will  furnish  me  with  the  numbers  of  such  letters  as  have  failed 
to  come  to  hand,  I  will  at  once  forward  duplicate. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

A.ctg.  Rear-  Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Rlockdg .  Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Pear- Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Greene , 
C.  Navy ,  commanding  U .  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  to  proceed  in  search 

of  blockade  runners . 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West ,  June  16 ,  186 f 

Sir:  In  case  the  vessels  for  which  you  have  been  waiting  have  not 
as  vet  made  their  appearance,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  their  desti¬ 
nation  has  been  altered  and  that  it  will  be  useless  to  delay  longer  in 
the  hope  of  making  them  prizes. 

lou  will  therefore,  unless  }tou  have  good  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
further  delay  would  be  productive  of  good  results,  return  upon  the 
receipt  of  this  order  to  this  port.  On  your  way  to  this  port,  in  case 
you  have  on  board  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal,  you  can  cruise  for  a  few 
days  between  longitude  85°  and  87°  W.,  latitude  24°  and  24°  30'  N., 
making  your  course  between  these  parallels  E.  by  N.  1  N.,  and  W. 
by  S.  \  S.,  steering  from  daylight  till  meridian  to  the  eastward  and 
from  meridian  to  sundown  to  the  westward,  lying  to  at  night. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  blockade  runners,  both  from  Sabine 
Pass  and  Galveston,  can  be  intercepted  on  that  line. 

Respectfully, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 

Act.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  GulfBlockdg.  Squadron. 


Captain  T.  P.  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  McCauley ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tioga , 
to  proceed  north  on  account  of  yellow  fever. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  June  19,  186 f 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  yellow  fever,  which  has  broken  out  in 
your  vessel,  you  will  proceed  north  forthwith  to  the  navy  yard  at 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  reporting  to  the  commandant  of  the  yard  on  your 
arrival  at  that  port. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-  Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Y.  McCauley, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tioga. 


724  EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Nickerson,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S. 
schooner  James  S.  Chambers ,  regarding  tlxe  capture  of  cotton  by  boat 
expedition  toWaccasassa  River ,  June  19,  186 J. 

U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  July  1%,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  June  19  last  an  armed  boat’s  crew,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  s 
Mate  Henry  E.  Hopkinson,  was  dispatched  from  this  vessel  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  an  armed  boat  from  U.  S.  S.  Clyde  for  the  A  accasassa 
River,  Florida.  They  returned  to  the  ship  with  27  bales  cotton  cap¬ 
tured  on  the  20th  ultimo  in  said  river.  ^  The  same  has  been  delivered 
to  the  proper  authorities  at  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Roqers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Luka, 
regarding  cruising  duty  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  June  20,  186 J. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  forthwith  to  Tampa  Bay  and  there  coal  ship 
and  make  the  necessary  repairs  to  your  machinery.  When  ready  for 
sea  you  will  proceed  to  cruise  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of 
Mobile  from  50  to  100  miles  offshore;  when  in  want  of  coal,  return 
to  Tampa. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdq.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  WT.  C.  Rogers, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  luka. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
result  of  the  appraisement  of  powder  taken  from,  prize  steamer 
Cumberland. 

No.  204.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  June  23,  186 J. 

Sir:  In  the  Department’s  communication  to  me  of  May  27,  1864,  I 
was  directed  to  have  the  powder  landed  from  the  prize  steamer  Cum¬ 
berland  (consisting  of  100  barrels)  examined,  and  if  found  to  be  as 
represented,  to  cause  it  to  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  upon  the 
report  of  a  board  of  appraisers  appointed  to  appraise  the  same.  I 
enclose  herewith  the  papers  relating  to  the  matter,  including  the 
report  of  Captain  McFarland,  L.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  in  charge  of  the 
construction  of  the  fortifications  on  this  island  and  at  Tortugas,  and 
the  report  of  the  board  of  appraisers, 
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I  have  accordingly  taken  the  powder,  100  barrels  of  100  pounds 
each,  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  at  20  cents  per  pound,  the  appraised 
value.  There  being  no  room  for  it  on  the  ordnance  ship,  I  have  left 
it  at  the  magazine  at  Fort  Taylor. 

Very  respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral ,  Gomdg.  Fist  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Hear -Admiral  Bailey ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Chatfield ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  1/ .  S.  schooner  Two  Sisters,  to 
'proceed  up  the  Suwanee  River  for  captured  cotton. 


LT.  S.  S.  Dale,  June  23,  186 J 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  proceed  with  the  Two  Sisters  to 
secure  a  quantity  of  cotton  captured  up  the  Suwanee  River  by  the 
tender  Fox.  Mr.  Chase  states  that  it  consists  of  7  good  bales  and 
three  or  four  broken  ones,  and  may  be  found  on  a  key  at  the  north 
side  of  the  West  Pass  of  Suwanee  River,  to  the  northward  of  and  in 
sight  of  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Poiverful.  You  will  place  this  cot¬ 
ton  in  charge  of  the  senior  officer  at  Cedar  Keys  to  be  forwarded  to 
Ivey  West  by  the  first  opportunity,  and  you  will  yourself  attend  to 
having  it  legibly  marked,  that  it  may  not  be  mistaken  for  any  other  lot. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Fast  Gidf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Thos.  Chatfield, 

Commanding  Tender  Two  Sisters. 


Report  of  Commander  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Proteus,  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  steamer  Jupiter. 

U.  S.  S.  Proteus, 

At  Sea,  Bat.  29°  35'  N.,  Long.  77°  12'  IF,  June  27,  186 f 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  captured  and  sent  to 
Boston,  the  steamer  Jupiter,  with  British  flag  and  no  papers,  from 
Nassau,  the  25th  instant,  and  bound  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. ;  cargo  all 
thrown  overboard  previous  to  capture.  At  the  time  of  capture  Man- 
of-War  Cay  bore  S.  by  E.,  180  miles  distant.  The  proper  prize  list  of 
this  crew  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Acting  Gunner  W.  H.  Pearce  goes  home  in  charge,  and  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  Alonzo  M.  Rivers  accompanies  him,  which  officers, 
together  with  the  prize  crew,  I  respectfully  request  will  be  returned  to 
this  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  Siiufeldt, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Wash  ington. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Mar  tine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  barh 
Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Last  Resort  in  Jupiter 
Inlet ,  Florida. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  June  30,  186 J. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  j’ou  the  capture  of  the  rebel  sloop 
Last  Resort,  John  Dougherty,  master,  and  crew  of  two  men,  claiming 
to  be  passengers,  and  a  cargo  consisting  of  6  bales  cotton. 

The  capture  was  made  on  the  morning  of  June  30,  at  Jupiter  Inlet, 
35  miles  from  the  bark,  by  the  launch  of  this  vessel,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  E.  H.  Wat  keys,  who  reports  that  he  found  no  papers 
or  flag;  also  that  the  master,  John  Dougherty,  had  made  his  escape. 
The  sloop,  in  my  opinion,  being  unfit  to  send  to  Key  West,  1  have 
taken  her  cargo  on  board  the  bark. 

Enclosed  please  find  crew  list  of  the  bark  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  L.  Martine, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

July  1,  186  h. 


Name. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  . . 
. do _ 

Ship . 

Schooner . 
Ferryboat 

Bark . 

Steamer . . 
. do _ 

Gem  of  the  Sea .... 
Hendrick  Hudson. 

. do _ 

. do _ 

. do _ 

Jas.  S.  Chambers . . 

Schooner . 
Steam  tug. 
Steamer  . . 
. do _ 

Nita . 

. do .... 

. do _ 

Bark . 

Restless . 

Roebuck  . 

. do _ 

. do _ 

Sagamore . 

Gunboat. . 
Steamer . . 
Ferryboat 
Steamer  . . 
Steam  tug 
Schooner . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 
Sunflower . 

Wanderer . 

Commanding-  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  ... 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees.. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt. W.  S.  Cheesman  . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  Hancock . 

Comdr.  R.  W.Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.R.  Browne _ 

Actg.  Master  W.  L.  Martine . 

Lt.  Comdr.  0.  E.  Fleming . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.Budd . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Actg.  Master  S.  B.  Clark . 


Where  stationed. 


West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Suwanee  River. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Guard  ship,  Key  West. 

East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Coaling,  sails  to-day. 
Supplying  squadron. 

Special  army  service. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Cruising  in  the  Gulf. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Cruising,  Bahama  Banks. 

On  her  way  to  West  Pass. 
Repairing,  Key  West. 
Cruising,  Bahama  Banks. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Sand  Key. 

West  Pass. 

St.  Marks. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Hospital  schooner,  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Schooner. 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase _ 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins. 
Actg.  Master  T. Chatfield.. . 
Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams . 
Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter. . . 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

St.  Martin’s  Reef. 

Cruising  in  the  Gulf. 

St.  Martin’s  Reef. 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 
Ocklockonee  River. 
Tampa  Bay  and  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

. do . 

Sea  Bird . 

_ do . 

. do . 

Two  Sisters .... 

_ do _ 

. do . 

Stars  and  Stripes 
Huntsville . 

Stonewall . 

_ do . 

Sloop . 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Respectfully, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Com  dg 


T.  Bailey, 

East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  if.  S.  S.  Merrimac ,  regarding  the  capture  of  sloop  Henrietta ,  of 
Havana ,  July  1 ,  TSVJ. 

U.  S.  S.  Merrimac,  ./Vy  3,  186 f 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8  a.  m.  July  1,  in  latitude 
28<J  20'  N.,  longitude  84°  W.,  I  captured  the  sloop  Henrietta ,  of  Havana, 
bound  from  Bayport,  Fla.,  to  the  former  place,  cargo  about  16  bales 
of  cotton.  A  schooner,  afterwards  ascertained  to  be  the  J  S.  Cham¬ 
bers ,  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  but  not  within  signal  dis¬ 
tance.  The  crew  of  the  sloop  consist  of  Joseph  Napoleon  Talbot, 
master;  Daniel  Robinson,  Bryon  Doughtey,  and  Francis  Allen,  hands; 
M.  Cole,  of  Atlanta,  Ga. ,  passenger.  Enclosed  please  find  prize  list 
and  papers  found  in  prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Budd, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Merrimac. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailet, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Nickerson ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S. 
schooner  James  S.  Chambers,  claiming  a  share  in  the  sloop  Henrietta , 
captured  Judy  1 ,  186 f 

U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  July  12,  186 J 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of,  and  submit  a  claim 
of  this  vessel  to  a  prize  sloop,  Henrietta,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Merrimac,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  Budd,  commanding.  The 
following  are  the  circumstances  of  the  capture: 

At  about  5:30  a.  m.  on  1st  instant,  in  latitude  28°  24',  longitude  83° 
24',  a  sail  was  reported  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.  We  were  at  the  time 
heading  S.  by  W.  I  immediately  directed  my  course  for  her,  setting 
all  sail.  At  7 : 30  a.  m.  a  steamer  was  discovered  under  our  lee  quarter, 
bearing  about  N.  N.  W.,  apparently  standing  for  the  sail  alluded  to. 
When  abeam  of  us  persons  could  be  distinctly  seen  on  board  of  her. 
Shortly  after,  the  chase  was  brought  to  by  the  steamer,  at  which  time 
the  ensign  of  the  latter  could  be  plainly  made  out  from  this  vessel. 
We  were  gaining  on  the  sloop  fast  and  should  have  soon  secured  her 
without  assistance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Shufeldt,  TJ.  S.  _  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Proteus,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Proteus, 

Key  West,  July  3,  186 J 

Admiral:  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  17th  ultimo,  and  after  going  to 
several  points  among  the  Bahamas,  in  pursuit  of  information,  1  have 
cruised  in  this  ship  to  the  northward  of  Matanilla  Reef. 
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On  the  night  of  25th  ultimo  we  chased  and  overhauled  the  U.  S.  S. 
Bermuda.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  we  chased  a  blockade 
runner,  supposed  to  be  the  Lucy,  from  Nassau  for  Wilmington.  On 
the  27th  we  captured  the  steamer  Jupiter ,  after  a  chase  of  four  hours, 
latitude  29°  10'  N.,  longitude  77°  02'  W.  This  prize  showed  British 
colors,  but  previous  to  capture  had  thrown  overboard  her  papers  and 


cargo. 

I  sent  the  prize  to  Boston  in  charge  of  Acting  Gunner  W.  H.  Pearce, 
leaving  on  board  the  supercargo  and  mate,  together  with  6  of  her  sea¬ 
men.  The  master  and  engineers,  with  15  seamen  and  firemen,  I  have 
brought  to  this  port  and  are  now  on  board,  subject  to  your  order. 

I  sent  the  prize  in  charge  of  the  acting  gunner  because,  in  my 
opinion,  of  the  two  acting  ensigns  remaining  on  board  this  ship,  neither 
is  competent  to  take  a  command. 

On  the  1st  instant  we  chased  for  six  hours  a  fine  steamer,  supposed 
to  be  the  Let  Her  Be,  from  Nassau  to  Wilmington;  in  that  time  she 
gained  upon  us  at  the  least  12  miles. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  from  information  I  have  obtained  and 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  ground,  that  if  I  could  have  a  good  sea¬ 
going  steamer,  capable  of  11  to  12  knots  speed,  and  of  remaining  at 
sea  fifteen  days  in  eveiy  month,  I  could  do  much  toward  breaking  up 
the  illegal  traffic  between  Nassau  and  Wilmington.  The  Proteus 
wants  speed.  During  this  cruise  in  search  of  the  Florida,  and  of 
blockade  runners,  we  have  boarded  and  spoken  2d  vessels,  have 
steamed  nearly  4,000  miles,  and  made  1,070,000  revolutions  of  the 
engines. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Commander. 


Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Greene, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  defiling  the  cruis¬ 
ing  ground  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Dale,  July  5,  186J 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  under  your  command, 
can  be  got  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  to  cruise  on  a  parallel  of 
29°  N.,  between  85°  30'  and  87°  30'.  The  Merrimnc  has  orders  to 
cruise  on  a  parallel  of  29°  30',  between  the  meridians  of  86°  and  88°. 
The  Luka  has  orders  to  cruise  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of 
Mobile,  from  50  to  100  miles  offshore.  Should  you  fall  in  with  the 
latter  vessel  you  will  give  her  commanding  officer  orders  to  cruise  on 
a  parallel  of  28°  30'  N.,  between  the  meridians  of  85°  and  87°.  When 
in  want  of  coal  proceed  to  Tampa  therefor,  and  having  coaled,  return 
to  your  present  anchorage  at  Sand  Key  and  report  to  me. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  T.  P.  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  ZT.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto , 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cheesman ,  U.  S.  Wavy ,  com- 

tnanding  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia ,  regarding  the  capture  of  three  boats 

from  Reace  Creek ,  near  Ray  port ,  AYa. 

U.  S.  S.  Magnolia, 

At  Sea ,  July  7,  186 J 

Sir:  Being-  at  sea  in  north  latitude  27°  41'  and  west  longitude  78° 
a‘  m*  ° the  4th  instant,  three  sails  were  reported  bearing 
IN.  W.  from  us  by  the  masthead  lookout.  Immediately  stood  for 
them,  but  the  sails  had  disappeared  and  standing  on  this  course  for 
awhile,  saw  three  boats  with  neither  masts  nor  sails  up.  At  11:30 
a.  m.  spoke  them;  they  replied,  they  were  from  Dixie  and  bound  to 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  loaded  with  cotton  and  turpentine  (about  9 
bales  and  8  barrels).  They  were  from  Peace  Creek,  near  Bayport, 
Fla.,  had  been  forty-two  da3rs  on  the  passage,  nine  of  which  they  had 
been  in  the  Gulf,  were  almost  destitute  of  provisions  and  water. 
There  were  two  men  in  each  boat,  making  six  in  all;  the  boats  had 
neither  name  nor  papers. 

The  nearest  land  at  the  time  of  capture  was  the  Middle  Shoal, 
Mata n ilia  Reef,  bearing  S.  by  W.,  distance  about  15  miles.  Were 
obliged  to  stave  in  the  decks  of  the  boats  to  discharge  their  cargoes, 
and  the  boats  were  so  shaky  and  worthless  had  them  scuttled  and  cast 
adrift. 

All  the  men  were  foreigners  with  the  exception  of  one,  whose 
family  is  residing  in  Florida.  All  but  this  one  I  have  set  on  shore  at 
Great  Stirrup  Cay,  Bahamas,  and  intend  to  take  this  man  to  Key  West 
in  the  ship. 

Enclosed  please  find  list  of  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  vessel 
on  the  4th  instant,  and  are  entitled  to  share  in  the  capture  made  on 
that  day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  S.  Cheesman, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Report  dated  July  4, 1864,  and  of  like  tenor,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Bailey.] 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Martine ,  II.  S.  Wavy ,  commanding  U.  S.  bark 
Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Terrapin. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  July  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  English 
schooner  Terrapin ,  of  Nassau,  Peter  Cummings,  master,  and  crew  of 
2  colored  men  and  1  man  claiming  to  be  a  passenger,  with  a  cargo  of  3 
bales  of  cotton  and  3  barrels  turpentine. 

The  capture  was  made  on  the  evening  of  July  10,  at  Jupiter  Inlet, 
35  miles  from  the  bark,  by  the  launch  of  this  vessel,  in  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Ensign  E.  H.  Watkeys,  who  reports  that  he  found  no  papers  or 
flag,  but  on  removing  her  after  hatch  to  put  the  cargo  of  the  sloop 
Last  Resort  in,  the  crew  list  and  clearance  from  Nassau  were  found. 
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As  soon  as  an  opportunity  offers  will  send  her  to  Key  West  with  the 
cargo  of  the  sloop  for  adjudication. 

Enclosed  please  find  crew  list  of  the  bark  at  the  time  of  the  above 
capture. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  L.  Martine, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Martine ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

bark  Roebuck ,  regarding  the  capture  of  sloop  Last  Resort ,  in  Jupiter 

Inlet. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  July  1°2 , 186 J 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  29th  of  June  I 
dispatched  the  launch  of  this  vessel,  with  an  armed  crew  of  ten  men  and 
a  coxswain,  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  H.  Watkeys,  to  Jupi¬ 
ter  Inlet  to  blockade.  On  the  30th  of  J une,  at  11 : 30  a.  m. ,  he  captured 
the  sloop  Last  Resort ,  John  Dougherty,  master,  attempting  to  run  out 
of  the  inlet  with  6  bales  of  cotton. 

The  captain  escaped  into  the  bushes.  No  papers  or  flag  have  been 
found.  There  were  two  passengers  on  board,  viz,  Robert  Day-  and 
George  Coulter. 

At  8  o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  July  the  prize  sloop  arrived 
alongside  the  bark  with  one  passenger,  in  charge  of  John  Findlay  (cox¬ 
swain),  and  one  seaman.  The  next  morning  discharged  the  prize.  Mr. 
Watkeys  and  the  balance  of  his  crew  remained  at  the  inlet  to  endeavor 
to  raise  a  sunken  schooner  supposed  to  contain  6  bales  of  cotton  and  1 
barrel  turpentine. 

On  the  evening  of  July  11,  at  8  p.  m.,  Mr.  Watkeys  returned  with 
the  launch  and  a  prize,  the  schooner  Terrapin ,  of  Nassau,  Peter  Cum¬ 
mings,  master,  and  three  men,  one  of  whom  represented  himself  as  a 
passenger  and  owner  of  the  cotton,  Samuel  Kennard.  Her  cargo  con¬ 
sists  of  3  bales  of  cotton  and  3  barrels  turpentine,  captured  July  10, 
at  5  p.  m.,  attempting  to  run  out  at  Jupiter  Inlet. 

Mr.  Watkeys  also  brought  two  men  and  a  small  boat  which  he  had 
taken  on  the  river.  They  claimed  to  be  Union  men,  and  asserted  that 
they  had  never  been  engaged  in  blockade  running;  all  that  they  had 
was  wrecked  stuff.  They  both  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  me, 
which  I  enclose  to  you.  One  of  them  had  previously  taken  it  in  Key 
West  (George  C.  Brantley). 

After  a  rigid  examination  I  could  find  nothing  that  would  warrant 
my  detaining  them;  therefore  I  gave  them  their  boat  and  things  and 
let  them  go. 

I  would  also  respectfully  report  to  you  the  arrival  at  Indian  River 
Inlet  of  26  refugees — 7  men,  6  women,  13  children.  They  wish  to  be 
sent  to  St.  Augustine. 

Mr.  Watkeys  reports  that  out  of  the  sunken  schooner  he  could  only 
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get  what  will  amount  to  about  2  bales  of  cotton;  the  balance  is  all 
decayed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  L.  Martine, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Corndg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West ,  Fla. 

July  14,  1864. 

Sir:  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  five 
more  refugees. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

July  15,  1861/.. 


Name. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Adela . 

Steamer  .. 

Clyde . 

. do _ 

Dale . 

Ship . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner. 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat 

Gem  of  the  Sea. . . . 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson. 

Steamer  . . 

Honduras  . . 

. do _ 

Honevsuckle . 

Steam  tug 

Huntsville . 

Steamer . . 

Iuka . 

. do _ 

Jas.  L.  Davis . 

Bark . 

Jas.  S.  Chambers... 

Schooner . 

Marigold . 

Steam  tug 

Magnolia . 

Steamer . . 

. do _ 

. do _ 

Bark . 

Restless . 

. do _ 

Roebuck  . 

. do _ 

Sagamore . 

Steamer . . 

. do _ 

Somerset . 

Ferrv  boat 

Stars  and  Stripes  .. 

Steamer  .. 

Sunflower . 

Steam  tug. 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  Budd . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Commander  R.  W.  Shufeldt _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall... 
Actg  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne... 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  L.  Martine _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Captain  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Actg.  Master  S.  B.  Clark . 


West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Off  Suwanee  River. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Guard  schooner,  Key  West. 
East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Tampa  Bay,  coaling. 
Supplying  squadron. 

Special  army  duty. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Tampa  Bay,  repairing. 

Tampa  Bay. 

On  her  way  to  Indian  River. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Cruising  Bahama  Banks. 
Cruising  in  the  Gulf. 

Key  West,  repairing. 

Tampa  Bay,  repairing. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew's  Sound. 

Indian  River. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Cruising  in  the  Gulf. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
St.  Marks. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Hospital  ship,  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Schooner 

_ do _ 

San  Jacinto  . . . . 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell  . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase  . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins. 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . 
Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin  . . . 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter.. 

Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Cruising  in  the  Gulf. 
Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar 
Keys. 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Tampa  Bay  and  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

Key  West,  lor  repairs. 

_ do _ 

. do . 

. do . 

Sloop  .... 

Schooner 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Huntsville . 

Stonewall . 

Respectfully, 

Acting  Bear -Admiral , 


T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master 
Weeks ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  tc  report  for  duty  with  U.  S.  Army  forces. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  July  16,  186 f 

Sir:  Brigadier-General  D.  P.  Woodbury,  commanding  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Key  West  and  Tortugas,  having  expressed  to  me  a  desire  for 
your  services  as  major  of  the  Second  Regiment,  Florida  Cavalry,  in 
accordance  with  such  desire  and  with  your  own  request,  you  are  hereby 
detailed  for  that  service,  and  will  forthwith  report  to  General  Wood¬ 
bury  for  duty  accordingly. 

Your  accounts  will  be  kept  upon  the  books  of  the  Tahoma  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  are 
made  known  as  to  your  permanent  transfer  and  appointment  as  major 
of  the  Second  Florida  Cavalry. 

I  trust  that  the  good  opinion  of  officers  and  men  which  you  seem  to 
have  won  in  the  service  you  have  already  performed  in  connection  with 
that  portion  of  the  army  stationed  on  the  Florida  coast  may  be  con¬ 
tinued  and  confirmed  in  your  new  appointment. 

I  am,  very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  E.  C.  Weeks,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Chatfield ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S. 

schoo7ier  Two  Sisters ,  regarding  expedition  for  securing  cotton  left  at 

mouth  of  Suwanee  River. 

U.  S.  Tender  Twto  Sisters, 

Cedar  Keys ,  July  18,  186 If,. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order,  dated 
June  23,  1864,  I  proceeded  with  the  Two  Sisters  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Suwanee  River,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  quantity  of  cotton  left 
there  by  the  tender  Fox.  I  found  the  cotton  sunk  in  the  mud  and 
water  and  badly  broken  up,  and  was  employed  two  days  in  getting  it 
above  high  water,  cleaning  off  the  mud,  and  spreading  it  out  to  dry. 

I  then  proceeded  to  Cedar  Kej^s  and  obtained  90  yards  of  bagging 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Fleming,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore,  with 
which  I  returned  to  the  Suwanee,  repacked  the  cotton,  brought  it  to 
Cedar  Keys,  and  delivered  it  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Fleming,  to  be 
forwarded  to  Key  West. 

The  lot  consists  of  15  round  bales  (or  bags)  marked  Fox,  and  is  all  in 
a  wet  and  damaged  condition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Chatfield, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  Two  Sisters. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey , 
0.  S.  Navy,  detaching  him  from  the  command,  of  East  Gulf 
/Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  July  19,  186 f 
Sir:  In  consideration  of  your  long  service  in  an  unhealthy  and  ener¬ 
vating-  climate,  you  are  authorized  to  turn  over  your  command  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Theodore  P.  Greene,  with  permission  to  return  north  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  your  health. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  IGey  West ,  Fla. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Stodder,  U.  S.  Navy,  enjoining  vigilance  against  boat  • 
attack. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  July  S3,  186 j. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communications*  of  the  15th  instant.  I 
shall  rely  on  your  utmost  vigilance  to  thwart  any  designs  the  rebels 
may  have  upon  your  station,  and  trust  that  you  may  be  prepared  for 
cotton -barricaded  boats,  torpedoes,  or  any  other  invention  of  the 
enemy.  1  should  not  be  surprised  if  an  attempt  of  some  kind  were 
made  upon  the  vessel  at  West  Pass. 

I  enclose  a  chart  giving  the  Coston  signals  as  they  now  are. 

Respectfully, 

T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  N.  Stodder,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Greene, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  report  at  Key  West. 


U.  S.  S.  Dale,  July  25,  186 j. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  return  forthwith  to 
this  port  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle,  leaving  instructions  with  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Quackenbush  to  follow  with  the  San  Jacinto }  so 
soon  as  she  is  coaled  and  can  be  got  ready  for  sea.  If  the  Magnolia  is 
in  readiness,  you  can  come  in  her.  I  am  desirous  that  you  should 
come  speedily,  as  the  Department  has  directed  that,  pending  a  leave 
of  absence  granted  me,  the  command  of  the  squadron  be  temporarily 
transferred  to  you.  I  am  detaining  the  Huntsville  meantime,  and  wish 
to  get  her  away  as  soon  as  possible. 

Respectful^, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg .  East  Gidf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Captain  T.  P.  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TI.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


*  Not  found. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Russell ,  U  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  Ariel ,  regarding  cooperative  expedition  to  Bayport ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Ariel, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Fla. ,  July  25,  186  J 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  1 
proceeded  to  cruise  between  Tampa  Bay  and  Cedar  Keys.  Stopping 
at  Fort  Myers  to  procure  a  pilot,  1  received  a  communication  from 
Captain  J.  W.  Childs,  commanding  officer  at  that  post,  requesting  the 
means  of  transporting  some  250  troops  to  a  point  convenient  to  Bay- 
port.  Meeting  the  schooner  Sea  Bird  off  Anclote  Keys,  I  requested 
Acting  Ensign  Robbins  to  accompany  me  to  Point  Arrassa  [Punta 
Rasa]  to  assist  in  that  service.  Stopping  at  Tampa  Bay,  I  requested 
the  assistance  of  Captain  Chandler,  of  the  Huntsville,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  dispatched  the  schooner  Stonewall  to  Point  Arrassa  [Punta  Rasa] 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  three  schooners  took  on  board  260  troops, 
Captain  J.  W.  Childs  being  in  command  of  them.  We  proceeded  to 
Anclote  Keys,  the  sloop  Rosalie  taking  part  of  the  troops  from  the 
Stonewall.  On  July  7  we  landed  them  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Anclote  River,  the  Stonewall  and  Rosalie  returning  to  Tampa  Bay. 
The  expedition  left  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  raid  on  Brooksville 
and  then  falling  back  on  Bayport.  I  was  to  meet  them  at  .that  place 
on  the  12th  instant.  Captain  Childs  and  8  men  being  unable  to  march, 
remained  on  board  the  Ariel. 

On  July  10,  in  company  with  the  Sea  Bird,  I  proceeded  to  Bayport; 
the  Sea  Bird,  being  unable  to  get  in  that  place,  anchored  about  4  miles 
off.  I  ran  up  within  100  yards  of  where  the  battery  had  been  located 
and  anchored  at  5  p.  m.,  observing  some  few  men  retreating  from  the 
town  by  the  road. 

I  then  dispatched  Acting  Ensign  Bacon  under  a  flag  of  truce  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  the  town,  if  he  found  anyone  there,  or  to  take 
possession  of  it  if  they  had  evacuated  it.  At  6  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign 
Bacon  returned  and  reported  that  the  male  inhabitants  had  all  fled,  and 
that  there  were  live  or  six  families  residing  there,  and  also  that  there 
were  also  a  few  bales  of  cotton  on  the  wharf  ready  for  shipping. 
Acting  Ensigns  Robbins  and  Dunderdale  arrived  at  this  time  with  ten 
men.  I  immediately  dispatched  them  on  shore  and  requested  Captain 
Childs  to  picket  the  road  with  the  six  soldiers  who  were  fit  for  that 
duty. 

I  then  proceeded  on  shore  and  examined  the  town,  visiting  the  fam¬ 
ilies,  whom  I  found  greatly  frightened,  but  having  no  knowledge  of 
the  expedition  that  was  operating  against  Brooksville.  The  two  guns 
which  I  had  expected  to  find  there  had  been  removed  to  Brooksville 
for  some  time.  Eleven  bags  of  cotton  ready  for  shipping  I  took  pos¬ 
session  of  and  commenced  getting  it  off  that  night.  There  was  also 
some  20  or  30  bales  of  cotton  that  were  lying  loose  in  a  building  for¬ 
merly  used  as  a  schoolhouse,  and  32  bales,  ready  packed,  on  the  road 
about  1^  miles  from  the  town.  There  were  also  some  large  scows  and 
a  number  of  small  boats  there,  but  no  blockade  runners.  The  people 
assured  me  that  but  two  vessels  had  run  the  blockade  from  that  place 
for  the  last  five  months.  Four  contrabands  that  were  there  placed 
themselves  under  my  protection.  Stationing  extra  pickets,  with  strict 
orders  not  to  enter  a  house  or  molest  anyone,  I  waited  until  morning. 
On  the  11th  at  7  a.  m.  our  military  forces  entered  Bayport,  when 
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I  withdrew  my  pickets,  and  they  took  possession  of  the  town.  I 
requested  a  detail  of  soldiers  from  the  commanding1  officer  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  bringing-  all  the  cotton  off  with  me,  which  I  could  have  done 
in  the  large  scows  that  were  there.  The  detail  was  furnished  me,  but 
in  the  meanwhile  all  the  cotton  near  the  place  was  fired  by  the  soldiers, 
although  the  commanding  officer  had  assured  me  that  he  would  protect 
it  and  assist  me  to  remove  it  from  the  place. 

On  the  11th  at  5  p.  in.  the  military  wishing  to  evacuate  the  place,  1 
took  00  men  on  the  Ariel,  besides  the  cotton  I  had  on  board,  and  trans¬ 
ferred  them  to  the  Sea  Bird.  On  the  12th  the  sloop  Rosalie  arrived, 
and  not  coming  inside,  1  sent  40  men  to  her  for  transportation  to  Fort 
Myers. 

Before  leaving  the  place  I  destroyed  the  building  used  as  a  custom¬ 
house,  also  all  boats  and  lighters.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  we 
succeeded  in  removing  the  troops  from  Bayport,  arriving  at  Anclote 
Keys  on  the  same  da}7. 

Leaving  the  cotton  at  Anclote  Keys  we  proceeded  to  Tampa  Bay, 
and  at  that  place  transferred  all  the  troops  and  prisoners  to  steamer 
Ella  Morse. 

I  returned  to  Anclote  Keys  to  bring  the  cotton  and  arrived  at 
Egmont  Key  with  it  this  day. 

Acting  Ensigns  Robbins,  Bacon,  and  Dunderdale,  and  the  crews  of 
the  Sea  Bird  and  Ariel ,  are  entitled  to  much  commendation  for  their 
untiring  energy  throughout  this  affair. 

I  also  bring  two  deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  who  have  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  wish  to  join  the  Second  Florida  Regiment. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  J.  Russell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  GvZf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Robbins ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Sea  Bird,  regarding  cooperative  expedition  to  Bayport ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Schooner  (Tender)  Sea  Bird, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Fla. ,  July  25,  186 J. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Captain  T.  F.  Greene,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  dated  the  21st  of  June,  I  proceeded  to  sea  on 
the  22d  ultimo.  On  the  26th  I  communicated  with  Acting  Master  J.  J. 
Russell,  commanding  tender  Ariel,  and  received  from  him  orders  to 
accompany  him  to  Punta  Rasa  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  troops 
from  that  place  to  a  point  near  Bayport.  I  immediately  got  under¬ 
way  and  arrived  at  Punta  Rasa  on  the  28th  ultimo,  in  company  with 
the  tenders  Ariel  and  Stonewall,  duly  1  received  on  board  110 
troops,  including  officers.  I  then  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea. 
Arrived  at  Anclote  Keys  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant.  At  5 
p.  m.  the  same  day  the  schooner  Stonewall  and  the  sloop  Rosalie 
arrived,  the  Rosalie  having  taken  on  board  part  of  the  troops  from  the 
Stonewall.  I  then  got  underway  and  ran  inside  the  key,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  instant  landed  the  troops  above  Anclote  River. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  make  a  raid  on  Brooksville  and 
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then  to  fall  back  on  Bayport.  After  landing  the  troops  I  then  stood 
up  the  coast,  and  on  the  10th  instant,  in  company  with  the  Ariel,  stood 
in  toward  Bayport  and  anchored  about  4  miles  from  the  town,  not 
being  able  to  get  nearer  on  account  of  the  shallowness  of  the  water. 
Taking  10  men  (armed)  in  the  boat  and  with  Acting  Ensign  C.  E.  Dun- 
derdale,  pulled  in  toward  the  town.  In  the  meantime  the  Ariel  stood 
in  and  anchored  within  200  yards  of  the  landing.  Pulling  alongside  of 
the  Ariel,  Captain  Russell  informed  me  that  he  had  sent  Acting  Ensign 
Bacon  to  reconnoiter  under  a  flag  of  truce.  He  soon  returned  with 
the  information  that  all  the  male  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  had  left, 
leaving  only  the  women  and  children,  consisting  of  four  families.  On 
landing  we  found  11  bales  of  cotton  near  the  landing,  which  was  sent 
on  board  the  Ariel ,  together  with  four  contrabands  captured  in  the  town. 
We  also  found  a  large  quantity  of  loose  cotton  in  an  old  building, 
and  about  32  bales  in  another  building  at  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
from  the  landing  place. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  the  troops  came  in  and  took  pos¬ 
session  of  the  town.  The  commanding  officer  detailed  a  party  of  men 
to  assist  in  getting'  the  cotton  to  the  landing,  but  before  we  arrived  at 
the  place  where  the  cotton  was  stored  the  buildings  were  set  fire  to  and 
all  the  cotton  destroyed. 

On  the  13th  instant  took  on  board  119  troops  and  5  officers  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Tampa  Bay.  There  we  transferred  them  to  the  steamer 
Ella  Morse.  The  contrabands  were  sent  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville 
by  order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler. 

After  watering  ship  I  proceeded  to  my  cruising  ground  and  there 
cruising  until  the  25th  instant,  when  I  proceeded  to  Tampa  Bay  to 
intercept  the  San  Jacinto. 

I  am,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

E.  L.  Robbins, 

Actg.  Ensign,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  Tender  Sea  Bird. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  B  lockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  prize 
commissioner  at  Key  West,  regarding  the  delivery  of  the  captured 
schooner  B.  S.  Hood  to  her  owner. 

Hdqrs.  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

July  27,  186  f 

In  the  absence  of  the  judge,  district  attorney,  and  marshal  of  the 
United  States  district  court,  Mr.  Nathaniel  French,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  has  called  upon  me  in  reference  to  his  schooner,  the  B.  S. 
Hood,  and  has  placed  before  me  documents,  official  and  otherwise,  that 
leave  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  said  schooner  was  stolen  and  run 
away  with  from  the  port  of  Nassau  without  a  clearance  and  by  parties 
not  authorized  to  undertake  a  voyage.  Under  the  circumstances  of 
proofs  that  said  Nathaniel  French  had  no  complicity  with  the  sailing 
of  said  schooner  from  Nassau  or  the  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  I 
shall  interpose  no  objections  to  her  being  delivered  up  to  her  owner, 
he  signing  such  receipt  on  bond  as  will  protect  the  captors  and  United, 
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States  from  future  reclamation  and  paying  all  expenses  accrued  in 
this  port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

T.  __  Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

K.  W.  Welch,  Esq., 

Prize  Commissioner. 


Detailed  report  oj  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Dailey ,  T. .  A.  Navy ,  regard¬ 
ed prevalence  of  yellow  fever  and  measures  of  precaution  employed. 

No.  215.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Naval  Warehouse,  Key  West ,  July  07,  186 f 
Sir:  In  my  letter  of  June  19  (Nos.  195,  196)  1  stated  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  that  indications  had  forced  me  to  the  conviction  that  we  were  to 
have  a  season  of  yellow  fever  at  this  port.  My  worst  fears  have  been 
more  than  realized,  and  for  more  than  two  months  the  disease  has 
held  its  course  without  abatement  and  is  now  as  virulent  as  at  any 
time.  The  season  of  epidemic  lasted  in  1862  nearly  till  the  1st  of 
November,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  disappear 
sooner  the  present  year,  except  it  shall  have  exhausted  all  the  material 
for  disease  before  that  time. 

I  propose  to  detail  to  the  Department  the  course  the  epidemic  has 
taken  and  the  measures  that  I  have  adopted  to  save  harmless  the  ves¬ 
sels  of  this  squadron  from  its  effects. 

It  was  evident  that  the  first  precaution  to  be  taken  was  to  get  the 
vessels  away  from  Key  West,  the  center  of  the  disease,  as  quickly  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  the  second  to  provide  some  other  port  than  this  for  coaling 
purposes.  Within  forty-eight  hours  of  the  sailing  of  the  Tioga , 
accordingly,  the  harbor  was  cleared  of  all  vessels  except  such  as  must 
remain,  viz,  the  guard  schooner,  the  ordnance  ship,  and  the  tug.  The 
Huntsville  was  sent  to  Tampa  Bay,  and  I  directed  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Chandler  to  proceed  at  once  to  erect  a  wharf  at  which  the 
vessels  could  coal  and  a  hospital  that  could  be  used  in  case  of  need, 
capable  of  accommodating  30  patients.  Fortunately  the  lumber  was 
at  hand,  it  having  been  cut  at  West  Pass  and  St.  Andrew’s  Bay  by  the 
blockading  vessels.  Piles  were  sent  up,  and  a  pile  driver,  and  Mr. 
Lane,  a  professional  wharf  builder.  Lieutenant-Commander  Chand¬ 
ler  entered  upon  the  work  with  vigor  and  in  three  weeks  a  wharf  was 
built  of  the  most  substantial  character,  at  which  two  vessels  can  lie  at 
a  time,  and  with  a  depth  of  water  of  4  fathoms.  The  hospital  has  also 
been  completed  and  equipped.  All  this  has  been  done  at  a  very  incon¬ 
siderable  expense. 

I  have  sent  the  coal  vessels  up  to  discharge  and  the  steamers  of  the 
squadron  (except  those  at  St.  Marks  and  St.  George’s  Sound,  which 
coal  at  West  Pass)  are  directed  to  coal  at  Tampa.  Meantime,  while 
this  work  has  been  progressing  at  Tampa,  the  yellow  fever  has  been 
raging  at  this  post  with  a  violence  that  has  exceeded  that  of  1862,  or  I 
believe  of  any  previous  year.  The  vessels  that  have  been  detained 
here  perforce  have  suffered  severely.  The  steamer  Nita  was  under 
repairs  that  rendered  it  impossible  for  her  to  get  away.  Every  per¬ 
son  on  board  but  two  officers  has  been  taken  ill  of  the  fever  and  so 
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far  some  ten  or  more  have  died.  On  the  ordnance  shipYMfel  believe 
every  person  has  been  taken  excepting  Commander  Handy  and  a 
boatswain’s  mate.  The  executive  officer,  Acting  tin  sign  Joseph  A. 
Denman,  the  master’s  mate,  Robert  Wisner,  Acting  Master  Miller  H. 
Johnson  (on  board  under  arrest),  and  Surgeon’s  Steward  Purcell,  the 
only  officers  excepting  the  commanding  officer  living  on  board,  were 
taken  and  all  died.  1  lost  also  four  of  the  barge’s  crew  who  were  on 
board,  and  others  of  the  Dale’s  crew  also  died.  The  T Yandevev  had  but 
three  men;  all  were  taken;  one  died;  the  others  are  in  a  critical  condi¬ 
tion.  The  guard  schooner  Eugenie  has  also  lost  perhaps  one-fourth  of 
her  men.  On  shore  the  sickness  and  mortality  have  been  even  gieatei. 
The  provost-guard  of  45  men  has  lost  more  than  half  its  number,  and  the 
mortality  among  the  citizens  and  refugees  has  been  alarmingly  great. 
Almost  every  unacclimated  person  on  the  island  has  been  attacked.  I 
myself  had  the  disease  in  a  severe  form,  as  did  also  Mr.  Zeller,  the  fleet 
engineer,  Mr.  Bowman,  the  secretary,  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  [W .  R.] 
Richardson,  the  quartermaster,  all  the  servants,  and  indeed  every  person 
attached  to  these  headquarters  but  one.  Of  these,  only  two  have  died, 
Dr.  Richardson  and  the  printer’s  assistant.  The  doctor  was  attached 
for  general  duty  to  the  Dale  and  lived  at  these  headquarters.  He  was 
taken  the  fourth  day  after  his  arrival  and  died  the  third  day  after  his 
attack. 

The  mortality  on  the  island  I  am  told  has  reached  as  high  as  12  to  15 
in  a  day.  1  concluded  early  in  the  progress  of  the  disease  that  it 
would  be  best  for  me  to  remain  at  this  station.  It  is  the  only  one 
from  which  the  movements  of  the  squadron  can  be  properly  directed 
or  communication  kept  up  with  the  North.  1  have  accordingly 
remained,  causing  those  vessels  that  needed  to  communicate  with  me 
to  anchor  at  Sand  Key  and  sending  out  the  tug  Marigold  to  them.  I 
believe  the  well-being  of  the  squadron  has  not  in  the  least  suffered. 
The  Roebuck  has  been  stationed  as  a  storeship  at  Tampa.  The  coal 
vessels  have  discharged  there  and  the  communication  with  the  squad¬ 
ron,  by  means  of  the  Honduras  making  her  regular  trips,  has  been  unin¬ 
terrupted.  Meantime,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  the  fever  has  manifested 
itself  on  several  of  the  vessels.  The  'Huntsville  has  had  from  20  to  30 
cases.  Her  sick  list  for  to-day  shows  14  cases,  and  those  assuming  a 
more  malignant  type  than  the  previous  ones.  1  can  spare  this  vessel 
as  well  now  as  a  'fortnight  hence.  A  portion  of  her  shaft  is  being- 
forged  at  New  York  and  must  be  nearly  ready,  so  that  a  week  or  two 
sooner  or  later  is  not  of  importance,  as  she  would  necessarily  go  north 
to  receive  the  machinery.  I  am,  however,  very  sorry  to  part  with 
the  Merrimac.  I  am  advised,  however,  by  the  surgeons,  and  my  own 
observation  of  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  its  intensity  this  season 
confirms  their  advice,  that  unless  the  vessel  goes  north  every  person 
on  board  will  in  all  probability  have  the  disease  and  very  many  must 
necessarily  die.  I  have  therefore  concluded  that  in  the  interests  of 
humanity  the  vessel  should  be  sent  north.  She  has  lost  so  far  but  one 
officer — Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  Cunningham — 
but  several  of  them  are  now  sick,  there  being  at  present  8  cases  in  all, 
as  appears  by  the  surgeon’s  report  enclosed  with  another  communica¬ 
tion  on  this  subject. 

The  other  vessels  in  which  the  disease  has  appeared  are  the  Hondu¬ 
ras ,  the  luka ,  the  Marigold,  the  Honeysuckle ,  and  the  San  Jacinto. 
Deaths  ha\e  occurred  of  officers  and  men  on  these  vessels.  When  I 
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last  heard  from  the  San  Jacinto  she  had  had  but  four  cases,  of  which 
but  one  had  terminated  fatally— that  of  Lieutenant  Tecumseh  Steece 

havp  SetL°n  tS  1f1h  ?f  'ful-y-  1  trust  that  no  more  vessels  will 

PvInH  J i  ^orth-,  The  blockade  of  this  coast  shall  be  preserved  at  all 
ev  ents,  whatev  ei  the  sickness.  The  squadron  is  much  crippled,  and  its 
cruisers  that  have  served  to  break  up  in  so  great  a  degree  the  com- 
merce  between  Mobile  and  Havana,  but  the  coast  is  as  thoroughly 
blockaded  as  at  any  previous  time  and  the  squadron  as  effective  to 
prevent  all  egress  and  ingress. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  diagram  showing  the  position  of  the  hospital 
and  coal  wharf  erected  on  Egmont  Key,  Tampa  Bay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai'y  of  the  Navy. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron 

August  1 ,  186 Jh 


Name. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  . 

Clyde . 

—  do . 

Dale . 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . . . . 

Bark . 

Hendrick  Hudson  . 

Steamer . . 

Honduras . 

Honeysuckle . 

Tug  .... 

Iuka . 

Steamer . . 

Jas.  L.  Davis _ ; . . 

Jas.  S.  Chambers . . . 

Schooner . 

Marigold . 

Tug 

Nital . 

Steamer . . 

Proteus . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

Roebuck . 

Sagamore . 

Gunboat. . 

San  Jacinto . 

Steamer . . 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Steamer  . . 

Sunflower . 

Tug  . 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . 

Magnolia . 

Steamer  . . 

Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock. . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  W.  L.  Martine  . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  E.  Van  Sice . 

Actg.  Master  S.  B.  Clark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman. . . 


West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Off  Suwanee  River. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Guard  Schr.,  Key  West. 

East  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

S.  S.  E.  of  Mobile. 

Supplying  squadron. 

Key  West,  coaling. 

S.  S.  E.  of  Mobile. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Indian  River. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Repairing,  Key  West. 

Cruising,  Bahama  Banks. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Storeship,  Tampa  Bay. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Coaling,  Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound. 
St.  Marks. 

Towing  coal  to  West  Pass. 
Hospital  ship,  Key  West. 
Tampa  Bay,  coaling. 


TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to— 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Ariel . 

Schooner 
_ do . 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase _ 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . . 
Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins  . 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . . . 

Tampa  and  Cedar  Keys. 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 
Do. 

Tampa  and  Cedar  Keys. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Guard  boat,  Key  West. 

Fox . 

Two  Sisters .... 

_ do . 

Sea  Bird . 

_ do . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner 
_ do . 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Euerenie . 

Stonewall . 

Annie . 

1  1  . 

.  T.  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral,  Comdg .  Rast  Gulf  Rlockdg .  Squadron, 
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Order  of  Acting 
Williams ,  U.  S. 


Hear- Admiral  Bailey ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Blaster 
Navy ,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Sunflower. 


August  5,  1864. 

Sir-  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  ordnance  ship  Dale 
and  on  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras  at  Tampa  Bay  you  will 
consider  yourself  as  detached  from  temporary  duty  on  board  that  ves¬ 
sel,  and  you  will  relieve  Acting  Master  Edw.  Van  Sice  in  the  command 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sunflower. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  20th  article  of  the  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  of  this  squadron. 

Respectfully,  T-  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Bast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  J.  S.  Williams,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  assigned  to  command  the  East 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  August  7,  186f 

Sir-  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodoras 
Bailey  (copy  of  which  is  enclosed),  I  have  this  day  assumed  command 
of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

ReSp6Ctlully’  Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain ,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Greene , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  transferring  to  him  the  command  of  the  East  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  August  7,  186 f 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  authority  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  I  am  about  to  proceed  north  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting 
my  health.  I  am  directed  by  the  Department,  in  case  1  should  avail 
mvself  of  the  permission  so  accorded,  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the 
squadron  to  you.  You  will  therefore,  when  1  leave  this  port,  assume 
command  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of^  Captain  Greene, .  If.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  East  Gxdf  Block- 
ad/mg  Squadrcm,  regarding  a  series  of  success/ id  expedit  ions  from  the 
If.  8.  bark  James  L.  Davis. 


/ 

No.  4.]  Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  August  8 ,  186Jh 

.Sir:  Information  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters  of  a  series 
of  successful  boat  expeditions  from  the  U.  S.  bark  J.  L.  Davis ,  Act¬ 
ing'  Master  W.  N.  Griswold,  commanding,  on  the  station  at  Tampa  Bay. 
ihe  first  was  made  on  the  11th  July,  and  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
some  salt  works  belonging  to  “strong secessionists”  of  Tampa,  Messrs. 
Hay  good  and  Carter.  They  had  been  employed  by  the  rebel  author¬ 
ities  for  sometime,  and  were  fitted  with  pumps,  vats,  and  8  boilers,  and 
produced  about  150  bushels  of  salt  per  day. 

The  second  was  made,  on  the  16th  ultimo,  to  the  factory  of  another 
“strong  rebel,”  named  McCloud,  containing  4  boilers,  with  all  the 
appliances,  tools,  etc.,  necessary  for  the  business,  all  of  which  were 
destroyed. 

Mr.  Griswold  confesses  himself  indebted  to  a  resident  of  Old  Tampa 
(Johnson)  for  the  information  on  which  he  acted  during  these  ex¬ 
peditions. 

The  third  expedition  was  made  on  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  August  by 
the  tender  schooner  Stonewall ,  attached  to  the  J.  L.  Davis ,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  Acting’  Master  Henry  B.  Carter,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Davis ,  with  his  gig’s  crew  of  6  men  accompanying.  Proceed¬ 
ing  up  the  Manatee  River  to  the  town  of  the  same  name  a  large  saw 
and  grist  mill,  with  its  steam  engine  and  fixtures,  was  completely 
destroyed.  Learning  here  that  about  3  miles  up  the  river  was  a  sugar 
mill  belonging  to  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Richmond,  the  party  ascended 
the  river  and  found  an  establishment  which  made  last  year  over  1,500 
hogsheads  of  sugar,  of  which  two-thirds  was  sold  to  the  rebel  commis¬ 
sary  department.  After  breaking  as  much  of  the  machinery  as  was 
possible  with  the  force  at  hand,  loaded  shell  were  placed  in  various 
parts  of  the  engine  and  the  building  fired.  The  shell  exploded  and 
the  factory  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

These  expeditions,  without  loss  of  life  or  limb,  show  a  very  com¬ 
mendable  spirit  on  the  part  of  officers  and  men.  Mr.  Griswold  par¬ 
ticularly  commends  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master  Carter  as  highly 
creditable  and  pleasing. 

Respectfully, 


Tiieo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
condition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  on  arrival  off  Sandy  Hook. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  off  Sandy  Hook,  August  12,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  availed  myself  of  the 
permission  accorded  in  your  favor  of  the  19th  of  July  to  return  north 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  my  health. 
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Before  leaving  Key  West  I  turned  over  the  command  of  the  East 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  to  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene,  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  directions  of  the  Department. 

The  chief  engineer  of  this  vessel  reports  that  certain  repans  are 
needed  to  the  machinery  which  could  not  have  been  made  at  Key 
West  with  safety  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic.  This  ship 
has  had  27  cases  of  yellow  fever  while  cruising  off  Mobile  and  lying  at 
Tampa  Bay.  Fortunately  the  type  of  the  disease  was  mild,  but  would 
doubtless  have  assumed  a  severe  form  had  I  permitted  the  vessel  to 
enter  the  port  of  Key  West.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  to  the 
Department  that  but  one  death  has  occurred  on  board,  that  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Steece,  and  that  there  have  been  no  new  cases  and  no  deaths 
for  about  three  weeks. 

Before  the  vessel  returns  to  her  station  it  will  be  necessary  to  renew 
a  portion  of  the  crew,  there  being  some  45  on  board  whose  teims  of 
service  expire  by  the  close  of  the  present  month. 

My  address  is  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  where  I  shall  await 
the  further  orders  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Quackenbush ,  U  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  announcing  the  arrival  at  New  York 
of  Acting  Rear- Admired  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

New  York ,  August  13 ,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  of 
this  ship  at  this  port,  bearing  the  flag  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  T. 
Bailey,  from  Key  West,  Fla.,  August  7,  1864. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Quackenbusii, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  measures  taken  in 
view  of  a  reported  attack  by  Confederate  ram  upon  the  naval  force  at 
West  Pass ,  Apalachicola. 

No.  8.]  Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  August  13 ,  186 f 

Sir:  Reports  reached  these  headquarters  yesterday  by  the  squadron 
supply  steamer  Honduras  of  a  contemplated  rebel  raid  on  the  naval 
forces  stationed  at  West  Pass,  Apalachicola  [St.  George’s  Sound],  with 
a  purpose  of  raising  the  blockade  at  that  place. 

From  the  accounts  of  a  deserter,  confirmed  by  refugees,  the  ram 
oi  ironclad  gunboat  which  is  known  to  have  been  in  course  of  con- 
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struction  on  the  river  above  Apalachicola  for  more  than  a  year  has  at 
last  been  completed  and  is  about  to  attack  the  vessels  with 'the  help  of 
some  cotton-clad  barges  or  scows. 

The  ram  is  said  to  be  heavily  plated,  with  sloping  sides  and  ends,  and 
to  draw  something  less  than  6  feet  of  water.  Her  armament  is 
unknown,  but  is  reported  to  have  been  taken  from  one  of  the  forts. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  truth  in  some  of  these  statements,  it 
seemed  to  me  prudent  to  reinforce  the  vessels  at  that  place,  consisting 
at  present  of  the  Adela ,  an  English  prize  steamer,  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Commanding  L.  N.  Stodder,  senior  officer,  and  the  Somer¬ 
set,  ferryboat,  Acting  Master  W.  P.  Rogers,  commanding. 

Th ^  Honduras,  therefore,  was  ordered  to  coal  during  the  night,  and 
has  this  forenoon  sailed  with  orders  for  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sagamore , 
Lieutenant-Commander  C.  E.  Fleming,  commanding,  senior  officer, 
and  the  ferryboat  Fort  Henry,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B. 
Baxter,  commanding,  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  West 
Pass,  and  to  remain  there  until  the  necessity  for  so  doing  should  no 
longer  exist.  They  are  in  turn  relieved  by  the  Adela  and  Clyde 
(light  English  prize  steamers),  blockading  East  Pass  and  Cedar  Keys, 
respectively. 

This  arrangement,  concentrating  the  three  best  batteries  in  the 
squadron  at  this  point,  is  the  best  that  I  am  able  to  make,  and  I  trust 
that  my  action  may  receive  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodore  P.  Greene, 

Captain ,  Commanding  East  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

August  15,  186f 


Name. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Adela . 

Clyde . 

Dale . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea.... 
Hendrick  Hudson. 

Honduras . 

Honeysuckle . 

Iuka . 

Jas.  L.  Davis . 

Jas.  S.  Chambers  . . 

Magnolia . 

Marigold . 

Nita . 

Proteus . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

Roebuck  . 

San  Jacinto . 

Sagamore . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Sunflower . 

Wanderer . 


Steamer  . . 

. do _ 

Ship . 

Schooner . 
Ferryboat 

Bark . 

Steamer  . . 

. do _ 

Tug . 

Steamer  . . 

Bark . 

Schooner . 
Steamer  . . 

Tug . 

Steamer  . . 

_ do . 

Bark . 

_ do . 

_ do . 

Steamer  . . 

Gunboat. . 
Ferryboat 


Tug . 

Schooner . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper _ 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock  . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell.. 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers _ 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold. .. 

Actg.  Master  L.  Nickerson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman.. 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Williams _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall  .... 

Actg.  Master  W.  L.  Martine . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams . 

Actg.  Master  S.  B.  Clark . 


West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordnance,  Key  West. 

Guard,  Key  West. 

Ordered  to  West  Pass. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Ordered  to  Tampa  Bay. 

Dispatch  service. 

Gone  to  Indian  River. 

S.  S.  E.  of  Mobile. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Indian  River. 

Dispatch  and  supply  service. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Repairing,  Key  West. 

Cruising,  Gulf,  west  of  Havana. 

St.  Joseph’s. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Tampa  Bay,  storeship. 

Gone  north  in  charge  of  Lieut. 

Comdr.  J.  N.  Quackenbush. 
Ordered  to  West  Pass. 

West  Pass. 

St.  Marks. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Hospital  schr.,  Key  West. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  August  15, 1864 — Continued. 


TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Schooner 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son.* 

. do . . 

Actg.  Master.  J.  J.  Russell . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase - 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins  . 

Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Partridge 
Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . . . 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin  — 
Master’s  Mate  R.  Hunter  . . . 

Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 
Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 
Cruising  off  Tampa  Bay. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Guard  sch.,  Boca  Chica, 
Key  West. 

. do . 

. do . 

_ do _ 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son. 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 
Eugenie . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner 

*  Temporarily  transferred  from  San  Jacinto. 


Respectfully, 

Captain ,  Commanding  East 


Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene ,  U.  S.  Nary,  transmitting  reports  regarding 
the  prevalence  of  malignant  fever  on  board  the  U.  S.  schooner  James 
S.  Chambers. 


No.  9.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  August  16 ,  186 J 

Sir:  I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  received  from  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Jas.  S.  Chambers  on  blockade  duty  at 
Indian  River,  on  the  east  coast  of  Florida.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  second  (dated  August  9)  I  coaled  and  dispatched  the  steam  tug 
Honeysuckle ,  with  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  H.  Macomber,  who  had 
fortunately  arrived  the  same  afternoon  from  the  North,  the  required 
medical  stores,  and  in  addition  a  supply  of  ice  and  eight  acclimated 
contrabands  to  assist  in  whatever  way  they  could  the  enfeebled  crew  of 
the  Chambers. 

The  Honeysuckle  returned  this  evening  bringing  a  letter  from  the 
officer  then  in  charge,  the  commanding  and  executive  officers  being- 
very  ill,  stating  his  decision  to  take  the  Chambers  to  a  Northern  port. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  this  letter  also.  As  the  Honeysuckle  is  a  tug  and 
carries  but  a  week’s  supply  of  coal,  Acting  Ensign  Sears  could  do 
nothing  but  return  to  this  place. 

This  of  course  leaves  Indian  River  without  a  blockading  vessel,  but 
I  shall  send  up  the  bark  James  L.  Davis  as  soon  as  possible,  the  only 
vessel  left  at  my  disposal,  and  reducing  the  effective  force  on  the  west 
coast  to  its  lowest  possible  point,  allusion  to  which  will,  however,  be 
made  in  another  communication  of  this  date  to  the  Department. 

Verbal  reports  received  with  the  letter  of  the  9th  convincing  me 
that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  I  sent  up  the  eight  contrabands  without 
detaining  the  Honeysuckle  for  their  accounts.  I  therefore  respectfully 
request  that  they  be  sent  to  the  naval  storekeeper  at  Key  West,  on 
whose  books  they  are  borne,  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Respectfully, 


Tiieo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain ,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers, 

Off  Indian  River ,  August  5 ,  186 Ih 
Sir.  Theie  has.  not  anything'  of  importance,  transpired  since  my 
an  i\  al  at  this  station,  other  than  I  regret  to  report  an  unusual  amount 
ot  sickness  on  board.  It  broke  out  about  ten  days  ago;  it  assumed  the 
form  ot  an  epidemic.  My  surgeon  was  among  the  first  taken;  he  has 
not  jet  recovered,  but  is  improving.  Over  one-third  of  my  crew  are 
on  the  list;  the  sickness  is  very  debilitating,  but  no  cases  are  fatal  as 
j  et.  I  have  kept  a  boat  on  guard  duty  in  the  sound  a  portion  of  the 
tune,  but  it  became  necessary  to  withdraw  her  owing  to  our  sick  list 
being  so  large  and  we  being  short  of  our  complement. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers, 

Off  Indian  River  Inlet ,  Florida ,  August  5,  186 f 
Sir:  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  report  that  since  my  last  communi¬ 
cation  the  sickness  on  board  this  vessel  has  assumed  the  form  of  a  most 
malignant  fever  and  increased  to  an  alarming  extent.  To-day  we  have 
on  sick  and  binnacle  list  38,  over  two-thirds  of  our  number.  Three 
of  my  officers  were  taken  down  last  night  and  are  very  sick.  I  have 
lost  4  men  by  death  since  the  5th  instant,  burying  1  this  morning. 
There  are  a  number  of  others  I  have  but  little  hopes  of.  The  few 
remaining  who  have  thus  far  escaped  are  much  worn  down  by  nursing 
the  sick.  I  can  raise  barely  enough  well  men  to  man  a  boat.  '  I  do  not 
think  it  is  yellow  fever,  but  never  saw  persons  suffer  so  much  and 
become  so  reduced  in  such  short  time.  The  symptoms  are  much  the 
same  as  those  of  that  disease. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Nickerson, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Corndg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers, 

Of  Indian  River  Inlet ,  Florida ,  August  13 ,  186 f 
•  Sir:  The  captain  and  executive  officer  of  our  vessel  being  now  also 
down  with  the  fever,  there  remains  but  myself  and  an  acting  master’s 
mate  fit  for  duty.  Under  the  circumstances  and  after  consultations 
with  the  two  surgeons  now  on  board,  it  is  decided  that  I  take  the  vessel 
to  a  Northern  port.  Dr.  Macomber  and  Captain  Sears  can  better  state 
the  condition  of  the  ship  than  I  can  write  it.  Not  being  able  to  carry 
out  blockade  orders  by  staying  here,  there  being  not  half  enough  able 
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men  to  man  one  gun  or  boat,  I  trust  that  the  responsibility  taken  of 
departure  may  meet  with  your  sanction. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  J.  Eldredge, 

Acting  Ensign ,  in  Command. 

Captain  Tiieo.  P.  Greene, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West.  Fla,. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  condition,  and 
needs  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

No.  11.1  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  August  16,  1864-. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  state  and  wants 
of  this  squadron,  and  in  the  statements  and  comparisons  made  will,  for 
the  sake  of  convenience,  refer  to  the  last  squadron  list  prepared  by 
the  captain  of  the  fleet  before  his  departure-on  leave  of  absence  the 
12th  of  May,  and  not  including  the  tenders. 

Seven  vessels  have  since  that  time  sailed  for  the  north,  the  most  effi¬ 
cient  of  the  squadron,  viz,  De  Soto,  with  yellow  fever;  Tioga,  with  yel¬ 
low  fever;  Tahoma ,  with  yellow  fever;  Huntsville,  with  yellow  fever; 
Merrimac,  with  yellow  fever;  Beauregard ,  with  yellow  fever;  James  S. 
Chambers,  with  yellow  fever;  and  to  this  list  may  or  may  not  be  added 
the  San  Jacinto ,  taken  home  by  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey. 

On  the  other  hand,  three  vessels  have  joined  the  squadron — the 
Iuka,  Merrimac,  and  Magnolia — which  leaves  the  disposable  force 
comprised  at  present  in  19  vessels,  the  other  four  being  on  ordnance, 
guard,  hospital,  and  harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

These  19  vessels  are  of  the  following  classes:  2  iron  prize  steamers, 
English  built;  3  American  river  steamers;  2  ferryboats,  steam;  5 
barks,  sailing;  4  purchased  screw  steamers;  2  tugs;  1  gunboat,  the 
Sagamore’,  total,  19. 

Of  these,  the  prize  steamers  are  unfit  to  cruise,  as  they  can  carry 
but  five  and  eight  days’  coal,  and  unfit  for  blockade  excepting  at  ports 
where  coal  can  be  landed  without  risk  of  capture. 

Of  the  river  steamers  one  is  constantly  engaged  in  supplying  the 
squadron;  another  is  a  small  vessel  purchased  and  fitted  in  Key  West 
for  the  station  at  the  mouth  of  Suwanee  River,  where  she  is  very 
useful,  while  the  third,  the  Magnolia,  is  a  fast  boat  and  capable  of 
doing  good  service  in  fine  weather. 

The  ferryboats  and  gunboat  are  engaged  in  looking  out  for  a  rebel 
ironclad  at  Apalachicola,  as  the  Department  is  informed  by  my  No.  8. 
One  of  them,  however,  as  well  as  the  Sagamore,  is  very  much  out  of 
repair,  having  been  a  long  time  on  the  station,  and  must  come  to  Key 
West,  as  soon  as  the  health  of  this  place  will  allow,  for  repairs,  both 
to  hull  and  machinery. 

Of  the  barks,  four  are  on  blockade.  The  fifth,  Roebuck,  is  unable 
to  take  care  of  herself  from  the  condition  of  her  masts  and  rigging, 
and  is  used  as  storeship  at  Tampa. 

Of  the  purchased  screw  steamers  two  are  required  on  the  blockade 
and  the  other  two  are  cruising  for  blockade  runners,  though  I  fear 
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that  one  must  be  sent  to  St.  Marks  shortly  to  meet  a  rebel  gunboat 
and  barge,  the  Spray,  preparing  to  break  the  blockade.  The  tugs  are 
in  constant  use,  and  like  the  prize  steamers  are,  of  course,  unfit  to 
cruise  under  all  circumstances  of  time  and  weather. 

.  yiew  °f  these  facts  and  of  the  experiences  of  the  summer  to  this 
should  any  other  vessel  become  disabled  through  sickness  or' 
accident,  I  have  but  three  vessels  not  already  on  blockade  to  supply  a 
deficiency,  one  of  which  is  at  present  supplying  the  squadron,  the 
vessel  charged  with  that  duty  having  been  detained  by  fever  on  board, 
and  a  second  likely  to  be  needed  at  St.  Marks  at  any  time.  Of  these 
three,  to  look  at  all  contingencies,  one  is  not  calculated  for  an 
encounter  with  the  enemy,  and  the  other  two  from  their  draft  of  water 
can  not  enter  or  be  of  use  at  many  of  the  blockade  stations. 

Moreover,  these  three  steamers  are  all  I  have  to  look  out  for  the 
Bahama  Banks  and  the  Havana  and  Texas  and  Havana  and  Mobile 
traffic,  or  to  send  out  should  the  Florida  take  her  station  in  view  of 
Sand  Key  light  and  destroy  the  passing  transport  ships.  We  have 
not  a- gunboat  in  Key  West,  and  a  few  howitzers  on  the  Dale  are  all 
the  guaranty  of  safety  for  the  large  amount  of  property  here,  so  far 
as  the  Navy  is  concerned. 

These  statements  are  made  that  the  Department  may  be  fully  aware  of 
the  situation  and  wants  of  the  squadron.  It  may  be  assured,  however, 
that  the  force  at  hand  shall  always  be  employed  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  Government  while  I  remain  in  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Stations  of  vsssels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Vessel. 

Class. 

Adela . 

Steamer  . . 
. do _ 

Clyde . 

Ship . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea 
Hendrick  Hudson . 

Schooner . 
Ferryboat 

Bark . 

Steamer . . 
. do _ 

Honeysuckle . 

Steam  tug 
Steamer  . . 
Bark . 

Magnolia . 

Steamer . . 
. do _ 

NitaT . 

. do _ 

. do _ 

Bark . 

Restless . 

. do _ 

. do _ 

Sagamore . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Star  and  Stripes  . . . 

Sunflower . 

Wanderer . 

Gunboat . . 
Steam 
sloop. 
Ferryboat. 
Steamer  . . 
Steam  tug. 
Schooner  . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  II.  Rockwell  . . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman.. . 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Williams . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Actg.  Master  W.  L.  Martine . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Capt.T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams . 


Where  stationed. 


Ordered  to  East  Pass. 

Ordered  to  Cedar  Keys. 
Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Guard  schooner,  Key  West. 
Ordered  to  West  Pass. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Supply  vessel. 

Repairing,  Key  West. 

Cruising  S.  S.  E.  of  Mobile. 
Ordered  to  Indian  River. 
Temporary  supply  vessel. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Ordered  to  Suwahee  River. 
Cruising. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Andrew’s  Sound. 

Storeship,  Tampa  Bay. 

Ordered  to  West  Pass'. 

Gone  North. 

Ordered  to  West  Pass. 

St.  Marks. 

To  tow  coal  bark  to  West  Pass. 
Hospital  schooner,  Key  West. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron— Continued. 

TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — • 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Schooner. 

....do . 

Eugenie . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  R. 
Hunter. 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell  . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase - 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin - 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins  . 
Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter  . . . 

Actg.Master  F.W.Partridge. 

Guard  schooner  Boca 
Cbica. 

Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa 
Bay. 

Cedar  Keys  to  St.  Marks. 
Charlotte'Harbor. 

Cedar  Keys  to  Tampa  Bay. 
Cruising,  and  at  Tampa 
Bay. 

Cedar  Keys  to  St.  Marks. 

Ariel . 

H.  Hudson . 

. do . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner. 
...do . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 
H.  Hudson . 

. do . 

. do . 

Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Eldredge ,  U  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 

schooner  James  S.  Chambers ,  stating  reasons  for  p>roceeding  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  without  orders  from  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Schooner  J.  S.  Chambers, 

At  Quav  cmtine,  near  Philadelphia ,  August  186k. 

Sir:  As  this  vessel  has  been  brought  by  me  from  her  station  in  the 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  without  orders  from  the  officer  in 
command  of  said  squadron,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  explanatory  statement: 

On  or  about  the  1st  instant,  while  this  vessel,  commanded  by  Acting 
Master  Luther  Nickerson  was  lying  alone  off  Indian  River  Inlet,  Florida, 
having  recently  arrived  thither  from  Key  West,  the  yellow  fever 
made  its  appearance  on  board,  and  in  a  few  days  half  our  crew 
were  prostrated  with  it.  On  the  5th  instant  deaths  occurred,  and  con¬ 
tinued  transpiring  daily.  Two  communications  on  the  subject  by  our 
captain  to  the  admiral  were  forwarded,  the  last  on  the  9th  instant. 
On  that  day  out  of  53  men,  38  were  on  the  sick  list,  only  some  2  or  3 
escaped  attack  altogether,  the  remainder  not  on  the  list  had  suffered,  but 
recovered.  Those  in  health  were  occupied  night  and  da}^  in  nursing, 
and  as  not  even  a  boat’s  crew  could  be  raised  in  the  ship  of  the  strong 
and  able,  burials  were  made  by  dropping  a  cutter  astern  with  the 
current  to  a  distance  of  600  yards,  her  3  or  4  men  drawing  back  by 
the  line.  Up  to  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  we  lost  12  men  and  1 
officer,  Acting  Ensign  H.  E.  Hoplunson.  Later  on  that  morning  the 
tug  Honeysuckle  arrived  from  Key  W  est  with  a  supply  of  medicines, 
8  contrabands,  and  Past  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  H.  Macomber,  who  had 
been  dispatched  by  the  new  commandant  of  the  squadron,  Captain  T. 
P.  Greene,  to  examine  our  condition  and  remain  as  long  as  he  thought 
necessary,  cooperating  with  our  medical  officer  Acting  Assistant  Sur¬ 
geon  F.  J.  Williams.  A  consultation  was  immediately  held  by  the 
two  surgeons  and  Acting  Ensign  C.  Sears,  in  charge  of  the  tug,  and 
it  was  decided  as  most  proper  that  the  vessel  at  once  proceed  to  a 
Northern  quarantine.  Our  captain  and  executive  officer  being  down 
sick,  the  command  devolved  on  myself.  There  remained  but  one 
other  officer  fit  for  duty,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  F.  Van  Nest.  The 
contrabands  brought  by  the  tug  were  retained  on  board,  their  services 
in  working  the  ship  being  needed.  On  our  passage  at  9  a.  m.  of  the 
14th  instant,  a  seaman  died  of  the  fever,  and  at  1  a.  m.  of  the  15th 
instant  Captain  Nickerson  also  died.  But  two  or  three  new  cases, 
however,  were  reported,  and  at  present  writing  our  men  are  all 
convalescent. 
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^ '  sea  at  1  p.  m.,  on  the  15th  instant,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
W  llliams  was  seized  with  nervous  debility  and  insanity,  brought  on  by 
ovei  _  exertion,  anxiety,  and  attention  to  the  sick  for  many  days 
previous.  At  6  p.  m.  on  the  18th  instant,  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
J.  i.  Van  Nest  in,  it  is  supposed,  a  lit  of  derangement  jumped  over¬ 
board  and  was  drowned  in  spite  of  every  effort  made  to  save  him. 

I. enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  document  received  from  Acting 
Assistant.  Surgeon  W  illiams,  and  a  list  of  our  losses.  Our  medical 
officer  being  at  present  incapable  to  furnish,  I  am  unable  to  forward 
his  reports,  etc.  I  enclose  also  a  list  of  our  officers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  J.  Eldredge, 

Acting  Ensign ,  in  Command. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  correspondence 
regarding  blockade  runners  in  Cuba. 

No.  15.]  Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  August  27,  186 f 

Sir:  I  enclose  copies  of  letters  sent  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  and 
of  the  enclosures,  viz,  a  letter  from  Thomas  Savage,  esq.,  acting  consul- 
general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  and  of  the  offer  therein  referred 
to  made  to  him. 

Respectfully, 

Tiieo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 


Headquarters  East.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  August  27,  186 f 

Sir:  I  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  this  morning  received  from  Thomas 
Savage,  esq.,  acting  consul-general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana, 
with  a  copy  of  the  “offer”  referred  to. 

I  do  not  place  much  confidence  in  the  man’s  reliability  from  the  tone 
of  his  letter,  but  however  important  it  may  be,  I  am  not  provided  with 
secret-service  money  to  be  appropriated  for  such  purposes. 

1  therefore  refer  the  matter  to  you  for  such  immediate  action  as  you 
deem  best,  and  shall  send  the  same  information  to  the  Department  by 
the  first  opportunity,  which  may  not  be  for  a  week  or  two. 

Respectfully, 


Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana ,  August  25,  186 J^. 

Sir:  The  Anglo-rebel  steamer  Mail  (or  Susanna)  sailed  yesterday 
morning  for  Galveston.  The  Denbigh  is  ready  to  leave  at  any  moment, 
and  carries  a  very  valuable  cargo.  She  cleared  for  Bermuda;  may  go 
to  Wilmington;  but  the  information  I  have  is  that  her  destination  is 
Galveston. 

1  accompany  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  reached  me  yesterday 
fr.om  Nuevitas,  in  this  island.  I  have  sent  no  answer  to  the  writer, 
because  1  have  no  authority  to  make  the  pecuniary  arrangement  which 
he  proposed.  Are  you  authorized  to  enter  into  it,  and  would  you  do 
so?  The  man  is  unknown  to  me,  and  I  am  unable  to  say  how  reliable 
he  may  be.  If  he  can  give  the  information  which  he  says  that  he  pos¬ 
sesses,  and  is  willing  to  furnish  us,  the  price  demanded  is  not  large,  but 
I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  pay  it  on  account  of  the  Government. 

Please  to  advise  me  immediately  what  you  think  about  it  and  whether 
you  would  enter  into  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  writer  of  the 
letter. 

The  steamer  Frances ,  of  New  York,  has  been  sold  here  to  an  English¬ 
man  named  George  Thomas  Watson  residing  here.  She  is  of  679  tons, 
of  iron,  I  believe,  and  probably  fast,  built  at  Wilmington,  Del.  The 
bill  of  sale  was  for  £20,000.  1  have  no  doubt  she  is  to  be  used  as  a 

blockade  runner.  The  latest  date  we  have  from  New  York  is  to  the 
13th,  in  the  Nassau  papers;  they  give  accounts  of  the  doings  of  the 
privateer  Tallahassee.  She  burned  six  vessels,  some  about  60  miles 
from  New  York;  is  represented  as  a  very  fine,  fast  steamer. 

I  beg  of  you  to  return  me  an  immediate  answer  to  this  letter,  that  I 
may  know  what  to  say  to  the  writer  of  the  letter  from  Nuevitas. 
How  would  it  do  to  send  a  trustworthy  person  there  to  see  the  writer, 
and  if  everything  is  satisfactory,  make  the  arrangement,  provided  that 
you  have  authority  to  pay  such  a  sum  of  money  as  the  man  calls  for? 
Our  latest  date  from  New  Orleans  is  of  the  8th.  We  are  anxious  to 
get  news  from  both  New  York  and  Mobile.  May  I  ask  of  j^ou  the 
favor  to  send  me  late  papers  if  you  have  any. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Savage, 

Acting  Consul-  General. 

Captain  T.  P.  Greene, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

N.  B. — The  Denbigh  can  not  make  over  miles  per  hour,  and  her 
boilers  are  in  a  bad  condition.  Thirteen  schooners,  I  am  advised, 
lately  got  safe  into  the  Suwanee  Biver,  west  coast  of  Florida. 

T.  S. 


Nuevitas,  Cuba,  August  12,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  very  valuable  and  important  reliable  information  to  give 
to. you  for  the  benefit  of  your  Government.  I  have  just  arrived  from 
Dixie,  and  the  consul  at  Nassau  having  no  authority  to  act  in  the  mat¬ 
ter,  I  apply  to  you.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to  your  shipping  to  know 
at  once,  so  that  your  Government  can  act  on  it.  I  shall  proceed  to 
Principe  on  private  business  and  will  answer  any  telegram  you  may 
send  to  telegraph  office,  Principe.  In  case  of  a  delay  there  for  me  you 
will  look  over  this  list  and  answer  me  by  telegram  yes  or  no. 
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•  1  °^n  §’iv®  y°u  ful1  information  about  a  new  cruiser  nearly  fitted  out 
m  a  Gontederate  port,  her  size,  rig,  speed,  power,  armament,  crew, 
captain  and  intention  when  out,  her  capacity,  and  the  outline  of  vessel 
in  pencil,  tor  the  guidance  of  your  commanders,  when  and  where  to 
come  out  from. 

1  ho  description  and  armament  of  ironclads  from  Richmond  to  Cape 
Lear  River,  their  condition,  speed,  and  armament.  The  outline  and 
number  of  troops  at  Goldsboro  and  Wilmington  and  the  manner  of 
taking  the  key  of  the  latter  position,  turning  the  water  forts  com¬ 
pletely,  the  description,  conditions,  etc.,  of  all  the  navy  vessels  built 
and  building  on  Cape  Fear  River,  their  condition  and  efficiency,  all  of 
which  your  Government  is  utterly  ignorant  of. 

.  This  communication  between  you  and  me  is  strictly  private  and  con¬ 
fidential.  1  our  consul  at  Nassau  is  satisfied  of  my  reliability  and  stand¬ 
ing-,  and  your  shipping  will  be  well  pleased  to  know  what  is  comino- 
out,  so  as  to  watch  for  her  and  know  her. 

My  conditions  will  be  these:  I  will  require  $2,000  in  gold  payable  in 
Havana  and  $2,000  in  gold  payable  by  a  draft  at  sight  in  New  York. 
The  differences  of  insurances  and  the  losses  which  such  a  terrific  speedy 
cruiser  will  do  to  your  marine  would  more  than  cover  in  one  week 
what  I  ask  for  very  valuable  information.  You  will  besides  gain  great 
credit  for  your  active  measures  in  the  cause.  Having  been  six  months 
all  over  on  the  other  side,  I  can  give  much  other  valuable  knowledge  of 
things  and  places.  It  is  to  be  well  understood  that  this  is  to  be  private 
to  you,  that  neither  my  name,  country,  nor  residence  be  made  public 
if  you  make  the  bargain,  not  even  to  your  captains  of  vessels,  under  a 
heavy  penalty. 

I  wish  to  serve  your  Government  and  consider  my  wares  worth  the 
money,  and  a  great  deal  more  than  I  ask  would  be  demanded  by  other 
people. 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 


To  the  Consul  of  the  United  States, 

Havana. 

Let  me  have  a  telegram  to  Principe  at  telegraph  office  there  to  be 
called  for  by  me  on  receipt  of  this.  Your  commodore  at  Key  West 
will  take  measures  no  doubt  to-  meet  the  emergency,  as  the  steamship 
is  nearly  ready  for  sea  and  can  go  out  when  it  so  pleases  her  unless 
watched. 


Stations  of  vessels  comjiosing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Sep¬ 
tember  1 ,  186%. 


Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Adela . 

Clvde . 

Dale . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  .  ... 
Hendrick  Hudson  . 

Honduras . 

Honeysuckle . 

Iuka . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Marigold . 

Steamer  . . 

— do . 

Ship . 

Schooner . 
Ferryboat 

Bark . 

Steamer  . . 

—  do . 

Tug . 

Steamer  . . 

Bark . 

Steamer  . . 
Tug . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Commander  Ii.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintoc.k _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J .  McDougal . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Master  Cyrus  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman. . . 
Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Williams . 

Passes  at  Apalachicola. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordnance',  Key  West. 

Guard,  Key  West. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Supplying  squadron. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Cruising. 

Ordered  to  St.  Joseph’s. 

Cruising. 

Repairing,  Key  West. 

752  EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  September  1, 1864  Gout  d. 


Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Nita . 

Proteus . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

Roebuck  . 

Sagamore . 

San  Jacinto . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Sunflower . 

Wanderer . 

Steamer  . . 

_ do . 

Bark . 

_ do . 

_ do . 

Gunboat.. 
Steamer .. 
Ferryboat 
Steamer . . 

Tug . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Comdr.  R.  W.Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall - 

Actg.  Master  W.  L.  Martine . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Jno.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams . 

Actg.  Ensign  W.  A.  Smith . 

Ordered  to  Suwanee  River. 
Cruising. 

Ordered  to  Indian  River. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Storeship,  Tampa  Bay. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

Gone  north. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

St.  Marks. 

Towing  coal  barge. 

Hospital,  Key  West. 

TENDERS. 


Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Schooner. 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son.  * 

. do . 

Actg. Master  J.  J. Russell ... 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase - 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins  . 
Actg.  Master  F.  W.  Partridge 
Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . . . 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin  — 
Actg.  MasterMateR.  Hunter 

St.  Martin’s  Reef. 

Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 
St.  Martin’s  Reef. 

Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 
Tampa  Bay. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Guard,  Boca  Chica. 

. do . 

. do . 

_ do _ 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son. 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 
Eugenie . 

Sloop  .... 
Schooner. 

*  Temporarily  transferred  from  the  San  Jacinto. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain ,  Commandin  g  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Handy ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  on  assuming  temporary 
command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

No.  20]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  September  3 ,  186 f. 

Sir:  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene  being  unable  to  attend  to  the 
business  of  the  squadron  by  reason  of  an  attack  of  yellow  fever,  I 
have  this  day  assumed  temporary  command  as  the  officer  next  in  rank. 

It  is  hoped  that  Captain  Greene  may  be  able  to  resume  command  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Handy, 

Comdr. ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard , 
Portsmouth ,  W.  If. ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard. 

Navy  Department,  September  5 ,  186 f 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard  is  ready  for  sea 
direct  her  to  return  to  her  station  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Wavy. 

Commodore  Geo.  F.  Pearson, 

Commandant  Wavy  Yard ,  Portsmouth ,  W.  If. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Wells ,  U  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  lark  Midnight ,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  East 
Gulf  .Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  September  6 ,  186 f 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  bark  Midnight  is  ready  for  sea  proceed 
with  her  to  Key  West,  Fla. ,  and  report  to  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene 
tor  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading-  Squadron,  which  he  is  tempora¬ 
rily  commanding.  If  on  arrival  off  Key  West  you  learn  that  the  yel¬ 
low  fever  is  still  prevailing  there,  you  will  proceed  to  Tampa,  Fla., 
and  report,  as  above  indicated,  to  Captain  Greene  or  the  senior  officer 
present. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy 

Acting  Master  J.  C.  Wells, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Midnight ,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Commander  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Proteus,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Ann  Louisa , 

from  Havana. 

U#  ^  Proteus 

At  Sea,  Lat.  <26°  36'  N,  Long.  89°  30'  W,  September  6, 1864,. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  captured  and 
sent  to  Key  W est  the  British  schooner  Ann  Louisa,  from  Havana  and 
cleared  for  Belize,  Honduras,  but  when  hailed  claimed  to  be  bound  to 
Matamoras. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  above  position  that  the  ship  was  entirely 
out  of  her  course  for  Belize.  This  fact,  together  with  the  character 
of  the  cargo  and  the  owner  and  shippers  in  Havana,  personally  well 
known  to  me  to  be  in  the  blockade-running  business,  induces  me  to 
send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

The  prize  list  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 

JR..  W.  Shufeldt, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey, 
U.  S.  Navy,  detaching  him  from  the  command  of  the  East  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  September  12,  186 f 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  by  the  30th  instant 
and  report  on  that  day  to  Commodore  George  F.  Pearson  for  the 
command  of  the  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  navy  yard,  and  you  will  regard 
yourself  as  detached  on  that  day  from  the  command  of  the  East  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Comdg.  E.  G.  B.  Squadron,  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Lsland,  N.  Y. 
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Report  of  Commander  Handy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  instructions 

regarding  the  disposition  of  a  man  from  St.  Marks ,  Fla.,  desiring 

to  leave  the  Confederacy. 

No  27  1  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  September  13,  186 f 

Sir:  On  the  28th  August  two  men  went  off  from  the  vicinity  of 
St.  Marks  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  John  Sherrill,  commanding,  and  desired  a  passage  north,  as 
they  “wished  to  leave  the  Confederacy  for  good.”  One  of  them, 
Edwin  S.  Young,  who  represents  himself  to  have  been  born  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  have  been  in  the  South  since  a  year  previous  to 
the  war,  and  to  have  been  prevented  by  chronic  illness  from  leaving, 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  has  been  released  on  parole. 

I  now  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  case  of 
the  other,  Roderick  McLennan.  Mr.  McLennan  states  that  he  was 
born  in  Canada,  and  is  a  British  subject;  that  he  is  a  civil  engineer  by 
profession  and  has  been  in  the  South  since  1860.  In  his  possession 
was  found  about  $2,400  in  gold  and  over  $60,000  in  Confederate  bonds 
and  coupons. 

Among  the  papers  found  are  his  exemption  from  military  service 
on  the  ground  of  his  employment  by  the  Southwestern  Railroad 
(dated  Macon,  February  18,  1864),  “his  services  being  essentially 
necessary  to  the  successful  transaction  of  our  (its)  ordinary  business.” 

He  brought  also  letters  which  state  that  the  company  “has  consented 
to  his  going  for  three  months”  and  that  he  has  “  been  here  engineering 
the  railroad  that  is  building  to  Eufaula”  (6th  August,  1864),  and  also  a 
request  to  “bring”  back  certain  articles,  and  also  a  list  of  articles  that 
he  “may  bring  on  a  venture  for  himself  (yourself)  to  make  money.” 

In  view  of  these  circumstances  I  have  taken  possession  of  his  specie, 
Confederate  securities,  and  papers,  and  have  sent  him  to  Fort  J efferson, 
Tortugas,  to  be  detained  until  further  orders. 

Mr.  McLennan  denies  that  he  knew  the  contents  of  these  letters, 
and  claims  that  his  intention  is  to  leave  the  Confederacy  permanently. 

The  case  being  not  one  of  prize,  nor  coming  under  any  instructions 
of  the  Department,  I  respectfully  request  directions  from  the  honor¬ 
able  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  both  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  person 
and  of  his  property. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  R.  Handy, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  his  recovery  from 

yellow  fever. 

No.  28.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  September  If  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  1  have  so  far 
recovered  my  health  as  to  be  able  to  resume  command  of  this  squadron, 
which  I  have  done  this  day. 

Very  respectfully,  Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Older  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant ,  navy  yard , 
1  hiladelphia ,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  bark  Midnight . 

Navy  Department,  September  If  186 f 

Sir.  The  Midnight  can  proceed  to  the  East  Gulf  in  pursuance  of 
her  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

,,  ,  „  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Commodore  C.  Iv.  Stribling, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Philadelphia. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

September  16 ,  186 J 


Name. 


Adela . 

Clyde . 

Dale . 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea.... 

H.  Hudson . 

Honduras . 

Honeysuckle . 

Iuka . 

J.  L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Marigold . 

Nita . 

Proteus . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

Sagamore  . . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Sunflower . 

Wanderer . 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Steamer  . . 

. do _ 

Ship . 

Schooner . 
Ferryboat 

I  Bark . 

|  Steamer  . . 

1 . do  .... 

1  Tug . 

Steamer.. 

Bark . 

Steamer . . 

I  Tug . 

j  Steamer  . . 

. do.... 

Bark . 

. do _ 

Gunboat. . 
Ferryboat 
Steamer  . . 

Tug . 

Schooner  . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  W.  MeClintock _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  . . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Master  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman. . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  P.  Williams . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Commander  R.  W.  Shufeldt _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Jno.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  J.S.  Williams . 

Actg.  Ens.  W.  A.  Smith . 


St.  Marks. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordnance,  Key  West. 
Guard,  Key  West. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Repairing,"  Key  West. 

To  supply  squadron. 
Cruising  N.  W.  of  Cuba. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Special  service. 
Repairing,  Key  West. 
Tampa  Bay. 

Cruising  N.  W.  of  Cuba. 
Ordered  to  Indian  River. 
St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Do. 

West  Pass,  coaling. 
Towing  coal  to  West  Pass. 
Hospital,  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


Name, 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Schooner 
_ do . 

Ariel . 

Fox . 

_ do . 

Rosalie . 

Sea  Bird . 

Stonewall . 

Sloop 

Schooner 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

H.  Hudson . 

. do . 

Two  Sisters .... 

_ do . 

. do . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master  R.  Hunter . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell  . . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase _ 

Actg.  Master  P.  F.  Coffin _ 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins  . 
Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter . . . 
Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . . . 


Where  stationed. 


Guard,  Boca  Chica. 
Tampa  and  Cedar  Keys. 
St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa. 
Tampa  and  offshore. 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain ,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  steamer  Matagorda,  from  Galveston  for  Havana. 

No.  29.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  September  16,  186 f 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  report  of  Acting-  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  S. 
Cheesman,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia ,  you  will  be  informed 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Matagorda,  or  Alice,  at  this  port  as  a  prize. 
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I  have  directed  that  she  be  supplied  with  coal,  etc.,  and  she  will  go 
north  so  soon  as  a  suitable  crew  can  be  provided  by  transferring  to 
her  a  number  of  men  whose  times  have  expired.  As  she  was  captured 
without  flag  or  papers,  I  have  placed  the  most  of  her  crew  in  charge 
of  the  army  authorities  for  confinement  in  Fort  Jefferson,  in  obedience 
to  the  directions  of  the  Department  dated  May  9  and  19,  1864.  This 
seemed  to  be  the  proper  course,  more  especially  as  1  am  informed  that 
a  new  blockade  runner  is  waiting  at  Havana  for  this  crew,  it  being  the 
intention  of  her  owners  to  lay  the  Matagorda  up  for  repairs  on  her 
arrival  at  that  port.  1  await  further  directions  as  to  the  term  of  their 
detention,  and  enclose  a  list  (30)  of  them,  with  the  stated  place  of  their 


nativity.  .  . 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  mate,  John  Lewis,  who  is  sent 
north  under  the  requirements  of  the  new  prize  law,  is  an  old  offender 
and  deserves  imprisonment  on  his  release  by  the  prize  court. 
Respectfully, 

Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain ,  Coinmanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Magnolia  (4th  Rate), 

At  Sea ,  September  10 ,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  at  10  p.  m.  of 
this  date  was  captured  by  this  ship,  in  latitude  22°  50'  N.,  longitude  85° 
47'  W.,  the  nearest  land  being  Cape  San  Antonio,  Cuba,  bearing  from 
ship  S.  E.  \  S.,  distance  75  miles,  the  steamer  Matagorda ,  Captain 
W  illiam  Stumminger,  from  Galveston  for  Havana,  loaded  with  cotton. 
The  deck  load  of  150  to  200  bales  was  thrown  overboard  while  chasing. 
Had  no  papers  or  colors.  We  chased  her  from  3:30  p.  m.  till  10  p.  m. 
Owing  to  the  starboard  boiler  of  the  prize  having  a  bad  leak,  and  our 
own  supply  of  coal  getting  low,  have  concluded  to  convoy  the  prize 
into  Key  West,  Fla. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  ship  at  the 
time  of  capture. 

Key  West,  12th  September ,  186 h. — I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  my 
arrival  with  the  prize  steamer  Matagorda  in  safety.  Hoping  that  my 
conduct  in  this  capture  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  S.  Cheesman, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  McDougal,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson ,  regarding  the  capture  of  cotton  by  boat 
expedition  from,  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Tampa  Bay ,  September  20,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following:  On  the  evening  of 
the  16th  instant  Acting  Master  J.  J.  Russell,  commanding  the  tender 
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-Artel,  attached  to  this  vessel,  having  heard  of  the  whereabouts  of  some 
cotton  belonging  to  a  notorious  blockade  running  shipper  by  the  name 
of  David  Hope,  organized  an  expedition  for  its  capture,  which  was 
entirely  successful.  The  cotton,  between  4,000  and  5,000  pounds, 
was  about  5  miles  from  Yellow  Bluff,  inland,  and  to  bring  it  to  the 
beach  Mr.  Russell  pressed  the  horses  and  wagons  of  the  country  peo¬ 
ple  in  service.  No  opposition  was  made,  and  the  cotton  was  brought 
away  without  accident.  I  shall  send  it  to  Key  West  for  adjudication 
as  soon  as  practicable.  I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  officers  and  men 
entitled  to  share  in  the  proceeds  of  the  capture. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  J.  McDougal, 

Lieut.  Comdr.  U.  S.  Navy,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  H.  Hudson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  September  19,  186 h. 
The  Cuyler  can  take  you  to  Key  West,  the  vessel  to  return. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Stribling,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  upon  assignment  to  command  the  East  Gulf  Blockading 

Sguadron. 

Navy  Department,  September  23,  186 h. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  designated  you  to  command  the  East  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron,  and  will  detail  the  U.  S.  S.  Neptune  to  carry 
you  to  your  destination.  The  Neptune  is  at  New  York,  but  has  been 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  from  which  port  you  will  embark. 
When  your  preparations  are  completed,  and  the  Neptune  is  in  all 
respects  ready,  you  will  proceed  in  her  to  sea  and  use  all  practicable 
dispatch  in  reaching  your  station. 

The  squadron  is  under  the  temporary  command  of  Captain  T.  P. 
Greene.  On  relieving  him  of  it,  you  will  hoist  your  flag  on  such  ves¬ 
sel  as  you  may  think  proper.  Captain  Greene  can  be  retained  in  the 
squadron  in  an  appropriate  capacity  should  you  desire  his  services, 
or  return  home  if  it  should  be  his  wish  to  do  so. 

The  headquarters  of  the  squadron  were  removed  to  Tampa  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  yellow  fever,  but  have  been  reestablished  at  Key  West. 

The  limits  of  the  squadron  are  as  follows: 

The  Florida  coast  from  Cape  Canaveral  on  the  east  to  St.  Andrew’s 
on  the  west,  including  the  latter  point  and  the  keys  adjacent  to  the 
coast. 

The  Bahamas  to  as  far  east  as  the  Crooked  Island  Passage. 

The  shores  of  Cuba,  including  the  passage  between  that  island  and 
Yucatan. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  last  return,  September  1,  of  the 
vessels  of  the  squadron,  showing  their  respective  stations.  During  the 
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summer  several  of  the  vessels  had  to  be  ordered  north  on  account  of 
yellow  fever,  thus  reducing  the  squadron  below  its  usual  standard. 
The  efficiency  of  the  squadron  will  soon  be  restored  by  ordering  them 
to  return  or  by  ordering  others  in  their  places.  rIhe  San  Jacinto , 
repairing  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  will  be  sent  out  to  you  for  your  flag¬ 
ship.  The  schooner  JBea.uregard  and  bark  Midnight  are  under  orders 
to  the  squadron;  also  the  steamer  Isonomia.  The  latter  vessel  was  sent 
out  more  especially  to  cruise  in  the  Bahamas.  The  Neptune which 
carries  you  out,  may  be  retained  by  you  for  service  on  the  station. 

The  Department  will  endeavor  to  provide  you  with  a  squadron  suf¬ 
ficiently  ample  to  maintain  an  effective  blockade,  and  give  pi’otection 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States  within  the  limits  of 
your  command.  You  can  exercise  your  discretion  in  sending  home 
vessels  that  are  compelled  to  have  repairs  which  can  not  be  executed 
on  the  station. 

In  carrying  out  the  duties  intrusted  to  you,  you  may  be  brought 
more  or  less  in  contact  with  the  colonial  authorities  of  neutral  powers 
within  the  limits  of  your  station,  and  the  ships  of  these  powers  in 
cruising  in  that  quarter,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  a  mutual, 
friendly  feeling  should  be  cultivated  and  maintained  between  them  and 
yourself  and  the  officers  of  your  squadron. 

A  strict  regard  for  neutral  rights  and  neutral  waters  is  earnestly 
impressed  upon  you.  The  British  colonial  ports  should  not  be  visited 
by  the  vessels  of  your  squadron  if  it  can  be  avoided,  and  when  neces¬ 
sary  to  enter  them,  or  the  ports  of  any  other  neutral  nation,  the  estab¬ 
lished  regulations,  whatever  they  may  be,  must  be  complied  with.  If 
the  treatment  be  such  as  to  warrant  complaint,  the  facts  and  circum¬ 
stances  can  be  communicated  to  the  Department.  The  practice,  in  a 
liberal  and  generous  spirit,  of  all  customary  courtesies  and  civilities 
goes  a  great  way  toward  allaying  irritations  which  may  exist  and  pre¬ 
serving  friendship.  Your  patience  and  forbearance  may  at  times  be 
taxed  under  the  present  state  of  affairs,  but  the  Department  looks  to 
your  prudence  and  intelligence  to  guide  you  into  the  proper  course. 

The  observance  of  the  neutral  proclamations  of  foreign  powers, 
especially  as  to  the  use  of  their  waters  by  belligerents,  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance  and  one  that  should  never  be  lost  sight  of.  This 
Government  adheres  to,  recognizes,  and  insists  upon  the  principle  that 
the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  every  nation  covers  a  full  marine  league 
from  the  coast,  and  acts  of  hostility  or  authority  within  that  limit  can 
not  be  legally  exercised,  and  if  committed  or  exercised  will  certainly 
bring  upon  the  offending  party  the  displeasure  of  this  Government. 

A  vessel  within  a  marine  league  of  a  neutral  coast  is  regarded  as 
free  from  interruption.  It  is  not  lawful  to  chase,  fire  at,  bring  to,  or 
capture  any  vessel  within  the  waters  or  jurisdiction  of  a  neutral.  Nor 
is  it  proper  to  make  a  convenience  in  any  manner  of  neutral  ports  or 
neutral  territory  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  in  the  vicinity  thereof 
the  belligerent  right  of  search  or  seizure.  The  captain  of  a  vessel 
after  standing  off  and  on  in  neutral  waters  or  lying  in  wait  within  the 
same  for  the  purpose,  although  the  capture  may  have  been  actually 
made  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  neutral,  might  not  be  recognized 
as  valid;  and  the  right  of  search  can  not  be  properly  exercised  when  it 
is  known  previously  that  whatever  the  result  of  the  search,  the  capture 
would  not  be  lawful. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  circular  letter  of  this 
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Department,  (copies  herewith  enclosed),  issued  August  18,  1862,  reca¬ 
pitulating  the  instructions  that  had  been  given  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  restrictions  and  precautions  to  be  observed  by  our  cruisers  in 
reference  to  the  blockade,  and  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  search  and 
seizure.  These  instructions,  restrictions,  and  precautions  must  be 
faithfully  observed.  Dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  by  foreign 
governments  that  our  vessels  of  war  on  several  occasions  have,  with¬ 
out  giving  the  customary  notice,  fired  shotted  guns  across  the  bows  of 
vessels  approaching  the  blockaded  coast,  and  sometimes  on  the  high 
seas.  The  recognized  practice  of  ascertaining  the  character  of  a  sus¬ 
picious  vessel  or  of  expressing  a  desire  to  communicate  b}r  firing  a 
blank  cartridge  should  be  adhered  to.  A  vessel  approaching  the 
blockade  at  night  without  making  the  usual  signals  can  not  be  regarded 
as  entitled  to  the  customary  courtesies  of  the  sea. 

Proper  disposition  of  persons  found  on  board  vessels  seized  for 
breach  of  blockade  is  a  matter  requiring  close  attention.  That  you 
may  understand  clearly  the  practice  in  such  cases  and  not  be  embar¬ 
rassed  in  your  action,  I  ti’ansmit  herewith  printed  instructions  sent  in 
May  last  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  several  blockading  squadrons 
on  the  subject.  It  must  be  particularly  remembered  that  bona  fide 
foreign  subjects,  merely  charged  with  violating  the  blockade,  can  not 
be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  when  captured  in  neutral  vessels.  They 
may  be  detained  as  witnesses.  The  fact  of  their  having  repeatedly 
violated  the  blockade  gives  no  authority  for  their  detention.  But 
when  such  persons  are  captured  on  board  rebel  vessels,  and  are  serving 
as  officers  or  crew,  they  can  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war  and  are  to 
be  held  as  such,  subject  to  exchange,  however,  if  coming  within  the 
class  of  passengers  and  have  no  interest  in  vessel  or  cargo,  and  are  not 
connected  with  the  rebel  Government. 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  various  printed  general  orders  and 
circulars  issued  by  the  Department  within  the  past  3^  ear  or  two,  copies 
of  laws  of  last  session  of  Congress,  uniform  regulations,  and  plates. 
I  also  transmit  extracts  from  instructions  that  have  been  given  from 
time  to  time  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  blockading  squadrons 
in  relation  to  matters  and  in  answer  to  questions  which  may  arise  in 
the  course  of  your  command.  They  may  assist  you  much  in  com¬ 
ing  to  a  correct  conclusion  in  parallel  cases,  and  you  may  regard  them 
as  a  basis  for  your  action. 

The  Department  desires  you  to  keep  it  advised  of  your  proceedings 
and  to  communicate  to  it  anything  that  may  suggest  itself  to  you  for 
the  advancement  of  the  Navy  and  the  public  good. 

Forward  to  the  Department  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month  a 
statement  of  the  position  of  each  vessel  of  the  squadron,  similar  to 
that  herewith  enclosed,  with  an  additional  column  showing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  guns  carried  by  each. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  you  that  the  paramount  duty  with 
which  you  are  intrusted  is  the  maintenance  of  a  strict  blockade  of  the 
insurgent  coast  within  the  limits  of  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  C.  K.  Stbibling, 

Apptd.  Comd.  East.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squad.,  Philadelphia. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Galena. 


Navy  Department,  September  186 f 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Galena  need  not  be  sent  back  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut,  but  can  be  detained  as  a  part  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Captain  Tiieo.  P.  Greene, 

Comdg.  {pro  tern.)  East.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  'Zeller ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Near- Admiral 
Bailey ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  September  38,  186 J. 
Sir:  In  forwarding  to  you  a  copy  of  a  report  from  your  late  com¬ 
mander,  Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey,  relating  to  the  very  efficient 
and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  you  performed  your  arduous  duties 
as  fleet  engineer  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  can  not  withhold  the  expression  of  its  sincere  gratification  and 
pleasure  in  communicating  to  you  such  reliable  testimony  of  your 
character  as  an  officer  and  services  to  the  Government  as  expressed  in 
this  report. 

Verv  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Chief  Engineer  Theodore  Zeller,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  YorJc. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Dale, 

Key  West,  August  5,  186J. 

Sir:  In  availing  myself  of  your  permission  to  proceed  north  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  my  health,  1  am  desirous  before  my  departure 
of  placing  upon  the  records  of  the  Department  some  recognition  of 
the  very  valuable  services  that  have  been  rendered  to  the  Government 
by  Mr.  Zeller,  the  fleet  engineer. 

The  Department  is  doubtless  aware  of  the  constant  pressure  that  is 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  commanding  officer  of  a  squadron  to  get 
vessels  north  on  the  plea  that  the  boilers  and  machinery  need  exten¬ 
sive  repairs — and  to  meet  this  pressure  on  the  part  of  interested  par¬ 
ties,  he  has  only  the  integrity  and  sound  judgment  of  the  fleet  engineer 
and  his  resisting  power  to  depend  on.  Mr.  Zeller  has  done  his  duty 
so  well  in  this  respect  that  I  am  told  he  has  incurred  much  ill  feeling 
on  the  part  of  those  officers  (I  am  sorry  to  say  not  a  few  in  number) 
to  whose  unpatriotic  efforts  to  take  their  vessels  north  he  has  so  per¬ 
sistently  refused  to  lend  himself,  and  in  the  same  proportion  he  is 
entitled  to  the  just  recognition  of  the  value  of  lus  services  on  my  part. 

This  officer  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  profession,  an  untiring  worker, 
and  a  devoted  servant  of  the  Government.  In  saying  this  in  his  behalf 
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l  am  confident  that  I  say  no  more  than  a  year  of  unremitting  labor  in 
the  interests  of  the  Government  (during  which  time  he  has  personally 
superintended  the  machine  shop  and  80  machinists,  in  addition  to  his 
other  duties)  has  entitled  him  to  receive. 

Respectfully, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

.A-Ctg .  R ear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Rlockdg .  /Sguadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Martine ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  baric 
Roebuck ,  regarding  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Portsmouth ,  N.  II., 
with  yellow  fever  patients. 

U.  S.  Bark  Roebuck, 
Portsmouth ,  N.  II. ,  September  £8,  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  the  U.  S. 
bark  Roebuck ,  under  my  command,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  re¬ 
ceived  from  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene,  IT.  S.  Nav}r.  I  would 
respectfully  submit  a  detailed  report  of  the  sickness  (yellow  fever) 
which  has  prevailed  on  board  this  vessel. 

July  21,  having  been  relieved  at  Indian  River  Inlet  by  the  U.  S. 
schooner  J.  S.  Chambers ,  in  obedience  to  orders  I  proceeded  with  the 
Roebuck  under  my  command  in  tow  of  U.  S.  transport  Ilussar  toward 
Key  W est,  where  we  arrived  July  24  at  7  a.  m.  Anchored  3  miles 
outside  the  fort.  At  10  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  tug  Marigold  came  down  to 
us,  bringing.orders  for  me  to  come  on  shore,  and  not  to  have  any  other 
communication.  Having  two  small  prizes  in  tow,  the  next  morning,  in 
obedience  to  orders,  took  the  officer  and  two  men,  who  were  among  the 
captors,  up  to  the  prize  commissioners;  the  same  afternoon  received 
on  board  10,000  feet  of  hemlock  lumber;  at  8  p.  m.  received  orders  to 
get  underway  and  proceed  to  Tampa  Bay  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Honey¬ 
suckle.  Up  to  this  time  the  bark  was  remarkably  healthy,  not  having 
a  man  on  the  sick  list  for  four  days  previous. 

The  same  night  we  left,  about  12  or  1  o’clock,  two  men  were  attacked, 
and  before  night  again  we  had  6  cases.  On  the  28th  we  arrived  at 
Tampa  Bay,  with  9  more  cases  of  fever  on  board.  1  immediately 
went  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene, 
for  medical  assistance,  there  being  no  medical  officer  on  board  the 
bark.  Captain  Greene  immediately  sent  assistance  and  all  care  taken 
of  the  sick;  the  officers  and  crew  continued  to  be  taken  down,  from  1 
to  5  every  day,  and  at  one  time  we  had  only  5  men  and  1  officer  not 
on  the  sick  list  or  able  to  do  duty.  A  few  days  after  the  San  Jacinto 
left  the  U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson ,  Captain  McDougal,  senior  officer 
of  the  division,  [arrived].  He  immediately  rendered  me  all  assist¬ 
ance;  everything  was  done  that  possibly  could  be  to  check  the  infec¬ 
tion,  but  impossible.  Some  of  the  crew,  after  returning  on  board 
convalescent,  were  taken  the  second  time.  A  medical  survey  was  held 
on  the  bark,  and  September  12th  we  received  orders  to  proceed  to 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  we  were  towed  to  sea  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Sunfower ,  and  proceeded  on  our  way.  On  the  13th  one  new  case  of 
fever;  14th,  three  of  the  nurses,  who  had  been  at  the  hospital  tending 
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on  the  sick  all  through  the  worst  stages,  were  taken  down  with  the 
fever,  and  on  the  21st  one  of  them  died.  All  the  clothing  of  the 
officers  and  men  that  have  died  has  been  destroyed.  Everything  in 
the  way  of  disinfectants  has  been  used  that  could  be. 

Copperas  dissolved  in  water  has  been  turned  down  the  pumps,  peak, 
and  run,  and  the  vessel  smoked  throughout  every  morning  with  red 
hot  bolt  dipped  in  tar.  Vessels  containing  chloride  of  lime  and  others 
of  the  copperas  have  been  plentifully  distributed  about  the  ship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  L.  Martine, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washingotn ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Commander  Clary ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  King,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  Boston  in  charge  of  prize  steamer  Herald. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tioga, 

Key  West ,  September  30,  186 f 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Boston  in  charge  of  the  prize  steamer 
Ilerald,  and  upon  your  arrival  will  report,  through  the  commandant 
of  that  station,  to  the  Navy  Department  for  further  orders. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Clary, 

.  •  Commander. 

Acting  Master  Thomas  King,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

October  1,  186 f 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  October'  1,  186  i. 


Name. 


Adela . 

Clyde . 

Dale . , _ 

Eugenie . 

Fort  Henry . 

Gem  of  the  Sea .... 
Hendrick  Hudson. 

Honduras . 

Honeysuckle . 

Isonomia . 

Iuka . 

J.L.  Davis . 

Magnolia . 

Marigold . 

Nita . . . 

Proteus . 

Pursuit . 

Restless . 

Sagamore . 

Somerset . 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

Sunflower . 

Wanderer . 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Where  stationed. 


Steamer  . . 

_ do _ 

Ship . ; 

Schooner . 
Ferryboat 

Bark . 

Steamer . . 

. do _ 

Tug . 

Steamer  . . 

. do _ 

Bark . 

Steamer  . . 

Tug . 

Steamer  ..I 

. do _ 

Bark . 

. do _ 

Gunboat. . 
Ferryboat 
Steamer  . . 

Tug . 

Schooner . 


Actg.Vol.Lt.  L.N.Stodder . ! 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Commander  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Master  G.  H.  Leinas . 

Lt.  Corndr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Master  Cyrus  Sears . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Simpson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold  — 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman. . . 
Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B  Smith . 

Commander  R.  W.  Shufeldt - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne  ... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall... 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt..T.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams . 

Actg.  Ensign  B.  P.  Trask - 


West  Pass. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordnance,  Key  West. 
Guard.  Key  West. 

West  Pass, 'Apalachicola. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Repairing,  Key  West. 

To  supply  squadron. 
Ordered  to  West  Pass. 
Gone  north;  convoy  prize. 
St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Key  West;  sails  to-day. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Suwanee  River. 

Cruising  northwest  Cuba. 
Ordered  Indian  River. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Do. 

St.  Marks. 

Towing  coal,  West  Pass. 
Hospital,  Key  West. 
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TENDERS. 


Names. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Where  stationed. 

Annie . 

Schooner. 
. do _ 

Eugenie . 

Actg.  Master  R.  Hunter _ 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell  . . . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Actg. Ensign  H.  W.  Wells. . . 
Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins  . 
Actg.  Master  H.  B.  Carter  . . 
Actg.  Master  J.  P.  Montague 

Guard,  Boca  Chica. 

Tampa  and  Cedar  Keys. 
St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Cedar  Keys  and  Tampa. 
Tampa  and  offshore. 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 

Ariel . 

Fox . 

H.  Hudson . 

Rosalie . 

Sea  Bird . 

Sloop . 

Schooner. 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 
H.  Hudson . 

Stonewall . 

Two  Sisters .... 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Greene ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  arrival  at  Key 
West  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  0.  II.  Lee. 

No.  4:2.]  Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  October  2,  186 Jf. 

Sir:  The  schooner  O.  II.  Zee,  Acting  Master  Oliver  Thacher,  com¬ 
manding,  arrived  here  this  morning-  from  Boston  and  reported  for  duty 
in  this  squadron. 

I  have  ordered  her  to  the  blockade  at  St.  Marks,  and  she  sails  this 
afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theo.  P.  Greene, 

Captain,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Commodore  Stribling,  U.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  comnaunication  from  the  Spanish  Government. 


Navy  Department,  October  6,  186 If. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  dated  the  26th  ultimo,  and  of  the  papers  therein  referred  to, 
communicating  the  decision  of  the  Government  of  Spain  relative  to 
vessels  of  war  of  foreign  powers,  which  is  adverse  to  their  lying  off 
Havana  and  sending  in  boats,  except  in  case  succor  is  needed. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Commodore  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Appointed  to  Command  E. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

G.  B.  Squadron,  Key  West. 


[Enclosures.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  26,  186f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a 
dispatch  from  Mr.  Perry,  our  secretary  of  legation  at  Madrid, 
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together  with  a  translated  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  him  by  Mr. 
Pacheco,  concerning  the  course  pursued  by  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba  in  regard  to  the  entrance  into  the  port  of  Havana  of  foreign 
vessels  of  war. 

I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  enclosures  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Seward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Legation  of  the  United  States  to  Spain, 

San  Sebastian ,  August  38,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  translation  of  the  note  of  Mr. 
Pacheco  dated  the  11th  instant  at  San  Yldefonse  in  which  he  informs 
me  that  the  Government  of  the  Queen  has  decided  to  approve  the 
order  of  the  captain-general  of  Cuba  prohibiting  foreign  men-of-war, 
who  remain  outside  of  the  port  of  Habana  [Havana],  from  sending 
in  their  boats  to  that  port  except  in  the  sole  cause  that  the  vessel  is  in 
need  of  succor. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  G.  Perry. 

Hon.  Wr.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington. 

[Translation.] 

Ministerial  Department  of  State, 

San  Yldefonse  August  11,  186 f 

Sir:  In  fulfillment  of  what  was  said  by  this  Department  to  that 
legation  on  the  17th  of  April,  last  year,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  Government  of  her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve 
the  measure  adopted  by  the  superior  governor  of  the  island  of  Cuba 
in  respect  to  impeding  the  entrance  into  the  port  of  the  Habana  of  the 
boats  of  foreign  vessels  of  war,  which  themselves  remain  outside.  In 
the  sole  case  that  the  said  vessels  should  be  in  urgent  need  of  succor, 
it  will  be  permitted  to  the  vessel  demanding  it  to  remain,  without  com¬ 
munication,  at  the  entrance  of  the  port,  while  the  consul  of  the  nation 
to  which  the  vessel  belongs  furnish  the  same.  In  the  adoption  of  this 
measure,  observed  by  all  nations  in  their  port  regulations,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  her  Majesty  has  had  no  other  object  than  to  put  in  operation 
the  rules  of  maritime  police  and  of  sanitary  police  of  that  island. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

G.  F.  Pacheco. 

Charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  upon  assuming 
command  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

No.  1.]  Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  October  lit,  186 It . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  in  the  Neptune  on 
the  12th  instant,  and  of  my  having,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  relieved 
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Captain  Greene  from  the  temporary  command  of  the  East  Gulf  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  ..  _  .  7  .  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Hear- Admiral,  Commanding  E.  G.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Strihling, 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  duty  of  the  U  S.  S.  Isonomia. 

Navy  Department,  October  15,  186 I 
c  J-j*  Isonomia  was  sent  to  the  East  Gulf  Blockading 

fequadron  with  the  especial  view  and  instructions  to  cruise  in  the  vicinity 
of  Nassau  and  the  Bahama  Banks.  I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from 
Captain  Greene,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  squadron,  in  which  he 
says  that,  in  consequence  of  a  report  from  her  commanding  officer  that 
she  was  unfit  for  sea  service,  and  her  incapacitv  to  carry  much  coal  he 
assigned  her  to  blockade  duty  at  West  Pass. 

This  action  is  disapproved.  The  Isonomia  is  very  fast,  and  amongst 
the  Bahamas  can  easily  find  shelter.  Coal  could  be  easily  sent  to  her, 
or  a  vessel  loaded  with  coal  might  accompany  her.  The  vicinity  of 
Nassau  is  a  great  center  for  blockade  runners,  and  the  Isonomia  was 
assigned  to  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  for  the  especial  pur¬ 
pose  of  making  an  effort  to  capture  some  of  them.  Order  her  on  this 
duty,  and  if  a  trial  should  be  unsuccessful  she  can  be  withdrawn  from  it. 

Y ery  respectfully,  etc. , 

Gideon  Welles, 

,  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Sanford,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Neptune,  to  proceed  to 
Philadelphia  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 


Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  October  15,  1861 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Neptune  without  delay  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  repairs. 

Report  to  the  commandant  upon  your  arrival  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  by  letter. 

I  would  recommend  you  on  your  passage  to  keep  inshore,  so  as  to 
reach  a  port  in  case  the  leak  should  make  it  necessaiy  to  do  so. 

After  the  repairs  of  the  vessel  are  completed  you  will  return  to  this 
station,  unless  ordered  to  the  contrary  by  the  Department. 

Respectfully, 


C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commander  J.  P.  Sanford, 

Commanding  TI.  S.  S.  Neptune . 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

Key  West. 


Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  [ October  15,  186  If 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

6 

Adela . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Ordered  to  Key  West  as  sup¬ 
ply  steamer. 

2 

Clyde . 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.  Q.  A.  Hooper . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Blockade,  St.  Marks. 
Ordnance,  Key  West. 

Eugenie . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock  — 

To  be  sold. 

6 

11 

5 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat . . 
Steamer .... 
Bark . 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Kev  West. 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell - 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

6 

Hendrick  Hud- 

Steamer  .... 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  J.  McDougal . 

Tampa  Bay. 

4 

2 

3 

g 

son. 

Honduras . 

Honeysuckle . . . 

. do . 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Repairing,  Key  West. 

Do. 

Steamer  .... 

Lt.  ComdrT  E.  Simpson . 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.W.  C.  Rogers . 

Gone  north  to  convoy  prize. 

4 

.Tas.  L.  Davis  ... 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold  — 

St.  Joseph’s. 

5 

Magnolia. . 

Steamer .... 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.W.  S.  Cheesman  — 

Cruising  N.W.  Cape  San  An¬ 
tonio. 

8 

2 

Actg.  Master  J.  C. Wells . 

Tampa  Bay. 

Tug . 

Actg.  Master  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Master  O.Thacher . 

Towboat,  Key  West. 

3 

2 

11 

7 

Nita . 

r>  TT  T.pg 

Steamer  .... 
Schponer . . . 
Steamer  .... 
Bark . 

Off  Suwanee  River. 

St.  Marks. 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Repairing,  Key  West. 
Indian  River. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne  ... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall - 

7 

Restless . 

. do . 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

6 

Sagamore . 

Steamer  .... 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Cedar  Keys. 

14 

San  Jacinto  . . . . 

Steam  sloop 

Capt.  T.  P.  Greene . 

Gone  north. 

7 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat  . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers . 

W’est  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Steamer  . . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  Sherrill . 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

2 

1 

Tug . 

Actg.  Master.!.  S.  Williams . 

Do. 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  McClintock.. 

Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 

TENDERS. 


Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master’s  MateW.  R.  Hunter 
Actg.  Master  ,T.  J.  Russell . 

Guard,  Boca  Chica. 

1 

. do . 

Tampa  Bay. 

2 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . 

Cedar  Keys  and  St.  Marks. 

1 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  W.  Wells . 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

1 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins . 

Tampa  and  Cedar  Keys. 

1 

Actg.  Ensign  T.  W.  Bell . 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 

i 

Two  Sisters . 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  P.  Montague  . . . 

Tampa  and  Cedar  Keys. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


C.  K.  Stribling, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Luka,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  October  17,  186 f 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Luka  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report 
to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Iuka,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Strib- 
hng,  XL  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  reported  agreement  for  the  enlistment 
abroad  of  soldiers  for  the  Confederate  Government. 

Navy  Department,  October  17,  186 J. 
iME.  It  is  reported  that  an  agreement  has  been  effected  between  the 
rebel  Government  and  some  European  power  (Poland,  it  is  intimated) 
by  which  30,000  soldiers  from  abroad  are  to  be  added  to  the  rebel 
Army,  and  that  the  rebel  Government  are  making  arrangements  for 
having  built  in  England  some  50  swift  steamers,  similar  to  the  Colonel 
Lamb ,  for  the  purpose  of  running  these  soldiers  through  the  blockade. 

The  Department  places  little  confidence  in  rumors  regarding  a 
scheme  so  impracticable  in  almost  every  feature,  and  should  such  be 
contemplated  we  will,  without  doubt/ hear  something  reliable  of  it 
hereafter.  In  the  meantime,  however,  I  communicate  the  report  to 
you  for  your  information. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commandhig  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  XI.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 

report  regarding  the  destruction  of  Confederate  fishery  in  Ocklockonee 

River. 

No.  2'2.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  October  29,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  destruction  of  a  valuable 
and  extensive  Government  (rebel)  fishery  on  Marsh’s  Island,  north  of 
the  Ocklockonee  River,  by  an  expedition  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and 
Stripes,  Acting  Volunteer  John  Sherrill,  commanding. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Sherrill,  giving  a  detailed  account 
of  the  expedition.  The  happy  issue  of  this  enterprise,  resulting  in 
the  destruction  and  capture  of  a  large  amount  of  rebel  property  and 
the  capture  of  16  Confederate  soldiers,  without  any  loss  on  our  side, 
reflects  credit  on  the  officer  in  charge,  Acting  Master  George  E.  Hill, 
and  I  heartily  concur  with  Lieutenant  Sherrill  in  recommending  his 
promotion. 

I  also  recommend  Acting  Ensign  O.  S.  Roberts  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Department,  as  he  has  been  represented  as  a  very 
worthy  officer.  The  prisoners  have  been  delivered  to  the  army 
authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  East  Gidf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Off  St.  Marks,  Fla. ,  October  19,  186 J. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  having  learned  of  the 
existence  of  a  valuable  and  extensive  Government  fishery  on  Marsh’s 
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Island,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ocklockonee  River,  1  dispatched  an 
expedition  last  night,  consisting  of  the  launch,  first  and  second  cutters 
of  this  vessel,  with  armed  crews,  the  whole  under  the  command  of 
Acting  Master  George  E.  Hill,  to  destroy  it,  and  do  such  other  injury 
to  the  enemy  as  the  circumstances  and  opportunity  might  permit. 

The  expedition  returned  at  9  o’clock  this  morning,  Mr.  Hill  having 
landed  at  daybreak  with  30  men,  fully  accomplishing  the  object  for 
which  it  was  sent.  All  the  permanent  fixtures  of  the  establishment, 
consisting  of  the  fish  and  dwelling  houses  and  the  kettles  of  the  salt 
works  attached  to  the  fishery,  were  entirely  destroyed,  a  large  and 
valuable  seine  and  2  fishing  boats  captured,  together  with  16  Confed¬ 
erate  soldiers  (2  of  them  sergeants)  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  oper¬ 
ating  and  guarding  the  works.  I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  whole  was 
accomplished  without  any  loss  on  our  part. 

When  I  inform  you  that  this  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  and  reliable  fisheries  on  this  coast,  furnishing  large  supplies  not 
only  to  the  interior  districts  of  this  State,  but  also  to  the  commissariat 
of  the  rebel  Army,  I  think  that  you  will  join  with  me  in  regarding  those 
by  whom  the  expedition  was  so  efficiently  carried  out  as  entitled  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  proper  authorities. 

To  the  enterprise  and  clear  judgment  of  Mr.  Hill  the  success  of  the 
expedition  is  chiefly  due,  and  for  this  and  his  long  and  faithful  services 
in  the  Navy  I  would  most  cordially  recommend  him  for  promotion. 

I  would  further  beg  to  refer  to  Acting  Ensign  O.  S.  Roberts,  who 
displayed  on  this  occasion  that  degree  of  zeal  and  intelligence  that  my 
knowledge  of  his  antecedents  led  me  to  expect  of  him.  His  advance¬ 
ment  to  a  higher  grade  would  be  but  a  just  recognition  of  those 
qualities. 

The  prisoners  belong  mostly  to  the  Second  and  Fifth  Florida  Cav¬ 
alry,  and  I  shall  send  them  to*  Key  West  by  the  first  convenience  for 
your  disposition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  for  a  search  for  the  missing  steamer  Roanoke  among 
the  Bahamas. 


Navy  Department,  October ■  19,  186 

Sir:  It  is  feared  that  the  steamer  Roanoke,  which  sailed  from 
Havana  on  the  29th  ultimo  for  New  York,  has  been  captured  by  a 
party  of  rebels,  who  are  reported  to  have  taken  passage  in  her.  She 
is  a  side-wheel  steamer  of  about  1,050  tons. 

Advise  any  vessels  you  may  have  cruising  among  the  Bahamas  of 
the  fact  of  the  Roanoke  being  missing  ana  direct  them  to  make  a 
search  for  her  within  the  limits  of  their  cruising  grounds. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S ■.  Navy ,  regarding  the 

destruction  of  salt  works  in  St.  Andrew’s  Ray  by  expedition  from  the 

TJ.  S.  bark  Restless. 

No.  9.]  Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  October  20,  186 f 

Sir:  Reports  received  this  day  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
W.  P.  Randall,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Restless ,  on  blockade  duty  at 
St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  contain  details  of  a  successfu’  expedition  on 
the  5th  and  6th  instant,  by  boats  from  that  vessel  under  the  command 
of  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason. 

It  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  50  boilers  for  salt  making,  500  to 
1,000  gallons  each;  90  kettles  for  salt  making,  65  to  200  gallons  each; 
300  bushels  of  salt;  31  wagons  and  several  large  casks;  500  cords  of 
wTood;  150  buildings,  dwelling  houses  for  the  employes,  and  sheds, 
storehouses,  etc.,  besides  other  damage. 

All  this  was  the  property  of  the  Confederates,  and  although  it  is 
probable  that  they  may  again  be  rebuilt,  it  is  certain  that  a  severe 
blow  has  been  struck  at  the  rebel  forces  in  Georgia. 

In  consideration  of  the  intelligence,  energy,  and  judgment  displayed 
in  this  expedition,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  Acting  Ensign 
Henry  Eason  be  promoted  to  be  an  acting  master. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  20,  186 f 
Direct  the  San  Jacinto  to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to  Rear- 
Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  T.  Bailey, 

Commandant  Na/vy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  II. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Ccrmmander  Ale  Doug  al ,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  IT.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson,  regarding  the  capture ,  October  21, 
186 f  of  the  British  schooner  Lucy,  from  Bahia  Honda. 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Tampa  Bay,  October  23,  186 f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  schooner 
Lucy,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  Sea  Bird,  a  tender 
to  this  vessel,  the  circumstances  of  which  are  as  follows: 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  October,  while  the  Sea  Bird  was 
cruising  off  Bayport,  a  sail  was  discovered  and  chase  given.  The 
stranger  evincing  no  disposition  to  heave  to,  fire  was  opened  on  him 
and  he  finally,  seeing  the  hopelessness  of  his  case,  ran  ashore,  and  all 
hands,  with  the  exception  of  one  man,  took  the  only  boat  belonging  to 
her,  deserted  her,  and  pulled  for  the  shore,  closed  pursued  by  an 
armed  boat  from  the  Sea  Bird,  which,  however,  was  unsuccessful  in 
their  attempt  to  capture. 
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On  boarding-  the  vessel  she  was  found  to  be  the  English  schooner 
Lucy ,  from  Bahia  Honda,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  cleared  for 
Matamoras.  1  send  the  schooner  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication,  and  with  her  all  the  papers,  etc.,  found  on 
board,  together  with  the  one  man,  who,  unfortunately  for  himself,  was 
too  drunk  to  escape  to  the  shore  with  the  remainder  of  the  crew.  The 
capture  was  made  in  latitude  28°  20'  N.,  longitude  82"  55  W  .  I  here¬ 
with  enclose  a  prize  list  of  those  entitled  to  share  in  the  capture. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Charles  J.  McDougal, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  II.  Hudson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  prize  commissioner  at  Key  West  to  the.  Secretary  of  the 
Navy ,  reporting  the  arrival  at  Key  West  of  the  prize  steamer  Lucy , 
captured  October  21.  186 h. 


Office  of  the  Prize  Commissioners, 

Key  West,  November  3,  186 L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on  the  29th 
ultimo,  of  the  British  prize  schooner  Lucy,  captured  on  -the  21st  Octo¬ 
ber,  off  Tampa  Bay,  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  Sea  Bird,  Acting  Ensign 
E.  L.  Robbins,  tender  to  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Hendrick  Hudson ,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Charles  J.  McDougal,  commander. 

The  schooner  was  first  seen  by  the  Sea  Bird,  lying  at  anchor,  and 
before  she  could  get  to  her  the  crew,  except  one  man,  had  left  in  the 
boat.  The  man  found  on  board  this  schooner  reports  that  the  captain 
had  been  murdered  after  leaving  Havana. 

The  cargo  has  been  discharged,  and  I  beg  leave  to  send  you  here¬ 
with  an  inventory  of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Welch, 

Prize  Commissioner . 


Hon.  Gideon  AVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lididenant- 
Commander  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Galena,  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Headquarters  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron,  Florida, 

October  186 f 

Sir:  My  order  to  you  of  the  21st  to  proceed  to  St.  Marks  is  hereby 
revoked,  and  you  will,  in  obedience  to  my  order  of  the  18th  instant, 
proceed  without  delay  with  the  Galena  under  your  command  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  repairs,  reporting  your  arrival  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  the  commandant  of  the  yard. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Wells, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Galena,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Report  Of  Acting  Master  Leinas ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  lark 
UFi  ojJleNa,  regarding  the  capture  of  a  stoop  loat ,  without  name , 
Little  Marco ,  7GC,  ’ 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.,  October  2f,  186 f. 

Sir.  I  beg  respectfully  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  a  sloop  boat 
(ho  name)  off  Little  Malco  [Marco]  by  sloop  Rosalie,  tender  to  this 
vessel  Acting  Ensign  H.  W.  Wells  in  charge.  Although  clearing 
from  Key  W  est  to  go  sponging  and  fishing  on  Florida  Keys,  and 
loaded  vith  stores  and  ballast,  she  was  found  100  miles  north  of  her 
course,  and  she  beating  to  the  northward,  and  loaded  with  salt,  shoes 
and  other  articles.  I  have  therefore  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
ad]udication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Leinas, 

TT  Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Nita,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Unknown,  of 
Clearwater  Harbor. 

U.  S.  S.  Nita, 

Tampa  Bay,  Fla. ,  October  186 f. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Unknown , 
under  the  following  circumstances,  viz: 

At  8:30  a.  m.  of  this  day,  being  off  Clearwater  Harbor  in  fathoms 
water,  discovered  a  schooner  at  anchor  close  in  to  the  land. 

Headed  the  ship  for  her,  and  soon  discovered  a  boat  containing  two 
or  three  persons  pulling  toward  the  mainland.  At  the  same  time  dis¬ 
covered  a  smoke  arising  from  her,  forward  and  aft. 

At  9: 30  a.  m.  anchored  near  her,  and  sent  two  armed  boats  (furnished 
with  water  buckets)  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  P.  Pease  to  board  her. 
He  soon  subdued  the  fire.  No  person  was  found  on  board  and  no 
papers  of  any  kind.  An  English  ensign  was  the  only  thing  found  by 
which  her  nationalty  could  be  judged.  The  crew  escaped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy, 
detaching  him  from,  the  command  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  October  28,  186 f. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  as  temporary  commander 
of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  from  the  17th  instant,  and  you 
will  regard  yourself  as  waiting  orders. 

Keep  the  Department  advised  of  your  address. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Brattleboro ,  Vt. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron* 

October  31 ,  186%. 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  November  1,  186 f 


No.  of 
guns. 

Vessel. 

Class. 

6 

Adela . 

Steamer  .... 

2 

. do . 

Ship . 

Schooner . . . 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat  . . 

11 

Galena . 

Steamer  .... 

5 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 

Bark . 

6 

Hendrick  Hud- 

Steamer  .... 

son. 

4 

Honduras . 

. do . 

2 

Honeysuckle . . . 

Steam  tug  . . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer  .... 

5 

Iuka . 

. do . 

4 

Jas.  L.  Davis _ 

Bark . 

5 

Magnolia . 

Steamer  .... 

2 

Marigold . 

Steam  tug  . . 

8 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer  .... 

2 

0.  Il.Lee . 

Schooner . . . 

11 

Proteus . 

Steamer .... 

7 

Bark . 

7 

Restless . 

. do . 

5 

Sagamore . 

Gunboat. . . . 

7 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat  .. 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Steamer  . . . . 

2 

Sunflower . 

Steam  tug  . . 

i 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . . . 

9 

Neptune . 

Steamer  . . . . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . ; 

Actg.  Master  Cyrus  Sears . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  H.  Wells . 

Actg.  Master  G.  H.  Leinas . 

Actg.  Master  A.  Wallace . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Simpson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  C.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  ... 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  F.  Palmer . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Master  O.  Thaeher . 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.J.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock . 

Comdr.  J.  P.  Sanford . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Ordered  to  Key  West  for 
repairs. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Waiting  instructions. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Ordered  north  for  repairs. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Do. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Gone  north  to  convoy  prize. 
St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Supplying  squadron. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Tampa  Bay. 

Suwanee  River. 

St.  Marks. 

Cruising  northwest  of  Cuba. 
Indian  River. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Ordered  to  Key  West  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Do. 

Key  West,  loading  to  supply 
squadron. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 
Guard  ship,  Key  West. 
Ordered  north  for  repairs. 


TENDERS. 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

Schooner . 

Wanderer _ 

Actg.  Master's  Mate  A.  M. 

Guard,  Boca  Chica. 

Rivers. 

1 

H.  Hudson . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon. 

Charlotte  Harbor  and 

Tatppa  Bay. 

2 

do  .. 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess. . . 

Cedar  Keys  and  St. 

Marks. 

i 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  W.  Wells  . 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

i 

Sea  Bird .... 

Schooner . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Rob- 

General  duty  at  Key 

bins. 

West. 

i 

Stonewall  . . 

. do - 

H.  Hudson . 

Actg.  Ensign  .1.  R.  Bell - 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar 

Keys. 

1 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  P.  Mon- 

Cedar  Keys  and  Tam- 

tague. 

pa  Bay. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Bear-  Admiral,  Commanding . 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Simpson,  U.  S.Navy,  giving  infor¬ 
mation  received  from  refugees  regarding  affairs  in  Colwnbus ,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Isonomia, 

West  Pass,  St.  George! s  Sound ,  Fla.,  November  11,  186 f 
Sir:  I  forward  to  Key  West  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Isonomia  two  refugees, 
foreigners,  who  have  lately  left  Columbus,  Ga. 
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Mrs.  Kelley  is  a  Scotch  woman,  whose  husband  left  Columbus  in 
August  and  was  forwarded  from  here  some  time  in  September  by  the 
Union.  Mrs.  Kelley  is  following  her  husband. 

The  other  refugee  is  Mr.  Peter  Farrell  (a  tailor),  who  has  his  cer¬ 
tificate  of  foreign  birth.  From  the  statement  of  this  man  I  find  that 
foreigners  are  being  forced  into  the  conscription  for  the  Southern 
Army.  The  manner  in  which  this  is  effected  is  as  follows:  The  for¬ 
eigner  is  directed  that  in  the  course  of  the  following  ten  da}rs  he  must 
enlist  in  one  of  the  companies  organized  (ostensibly)  for  the  defense 
of  the  city,  or  leave  the  State;  if  he  joins  a  company,  as  soon  as  it  is 
thoroughly  organized  it  is  sent  to  the  front,  and  he  finds  himself  a 
soldier  of  the  Confederacy  without  any  hope  of  relief.  If  he  chooses 
the  other  alternative  and  leaves  the  State  he  receives  a  similar  warning 
as  soon  as  he  is  domesticated  in  his  new  abode.  In  this  dilemma  those 
who  are  desirous  to  leave  the  country  turn  their  attention  to  the 
Union  fleet,  but  their  movements  in  this  direction,  I  fear,  will  be 
retarded  by  the  circular  relating  to  refugees,  of  May  13,  1861,  the 
purport  of  which,  I  perceive,  is  known  on  shore.  They  will  fear 
being  refused  by  the  fleet,  even  if  they  should  succeed  in  reaching  the 
coast. 

1  respectfully  suggest,  in  this  connection,  that  the  only  effect  that 
can  be  produced  by  the  circular  referred  to  is  to  add  men  to  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy.  If  we  receive  all  that  offer,  coming  with  or  with¬ 
out  their  families,  no  matter  whether  they  enter  the  service  or  not, 
we  must  reduce  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  one  able-bodied  man  for  every 
family  we  receive.  I  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the  commander 
in  chief  to  this  circular. 

The  two  foreign  refugees  that  I  now  forward  have  been  residents 
of  Columbus,  Ga.,  for  some  time,  and  their  statements  embrace  the 
following  interesting  facts:  Columbus  had  a  population  of  about 
11,000  or  12,000  inhabitants,  which  is  now  much  increased  by  the 
influx  of  refugees  from  Atlanta  and  that  region  of  country.  These 
refugees  are  mostly  women  and  children,  the  men  having  been  con-  - 
scripted.  Huts  are  built  about  the  city  for  their  accommodation  and 
are  extended  for  a  distance  of  100  miles  along  the  railroads  from  Fort 
Valley  to  Columbus  and  from  Fort  Valley  to  Eufaula.  Some  of  the 
old  rolling  stock  of  the  roads  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  the 
refugees.  Their  condition  is  described  as  perfectly  destitute;  they  are 
supplied  by  the  State  with  enough  corn  meal  to  prevent  them  from 
starving.  Columbus  has  several  factories  in  operation — - 

1st.  Naval  Iron  Works,  employing  400  white  men. 

2d.  Hayman’s  factories,  one  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  manufacture 
of  pistols  and  the  other  to  that  of  swords,  bayonets,  etc.,  employing 
175  wrhite  men. 

3d.  Ordnance  Department,  under  Major  Humphreys,  C.  S.  Army, 
divided  into  two  establishments,  one  for  the  manufacture  of  saddles, 
bridles,  harness,  and  equipments  for  artillery,  while  the  other  estab¬ 
lishment  is  devoted  to  casting  shot  and  shells,  and  to  the  work  of  a 
laboratory.  The  department  of  Major  Humphreys  employs  about  150 
white  men  and  150  women. 

4th.  Major  Dillard,  Quartermaster,  C.  S.  Army,  has  a  large  tannery 
and  shoemaking  establishment,  in  which  are  employed  about  225  white 
men  detailed  from  the  Army.  Major  Dillard  has  also  about  25  men 
employed  at  tailoring  for  the  army. 
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In  addition  to  the  establishments  already  enumerated,  there  are  three 
cotton  factories  in  operation,  one  belonging  to  Grant,  working  about 
75  white  men;  one  belonging  to  Brown,  working  about  200  white  men; 
one  belonging  to  Fountain,  working  about  60  white  men.  _ 

There  is  also  a  paper  mill  worked  by  a  man  named  Winters,  who 
employs  about  25  white  men.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  in  all  these 
factories,  workshops,  etc.,  the  working  force  is  increased  by  a  large 
number  of  negroes. 

The  Naval  Iron  Works,  mentioned  first,  are  occupied  exclusively  in 
the  manufacture  of  machinery  and  boilers,  and  it  is  from  here  that 
these  valuable  equipments  have  been  provided  for  the  rebel  ironclads 
in  the  South. 

As  far  as  I  can  discover,  there  are  no  guns  being  cast  in  Columbus 
at  the  present  time. 

There  are  engineer  officers  employed  on  the  defenses,  working  a  large 
force  of  negroes;  the  works  are  intended  to  surround  the  entire  city, 
those  designed  for  the  pi’otection  of  the  city  in  front  being  constructed 
in  Alabama  on  the  west  side  of  the  Chattahoochee  River. 

There  are  no  regular  troops  stationed  at  Columbus,  but  for  the 
defense  of  the  town  all  the  workmen  in  the  different  factories  and 
workshops  are  organized  into  companies  and  battalions,  supposed  to 
make  up  a  force  of  about  2,000  men. 

The  Muscogee  (ironclad)  and  Chattahoochee  (wooden  gunboat)  are  at 
Columbus.  The  Muscogee  was  originally  constructed  shorter  than  the 
other  rebel  vessels  of  this  class,  and  her  casemate  was  carried  down  to 
the  rail  forward  and  aft,  but  the  armature  has  never  been  placed  on  it. 
An  effort  was  made  to  launch  her  last  December,  but  a  powerful 
steamer,  tugging  at  her,  could  not  drag  her  off  the  ways  in  16  feet  of 
water.  Her  casemate  was  reduced  in  size,  uncovering  a  portion  of  the 
original  deck;  her  hull  has  also  been  lengthened  in  hopes  to  give  her 
more  buoyancy;  the  new  casemate  has  as  yet  no  armor  on  it,  nor  is 
there  any  armor  on  the  new  portion  of  the  hull;  there  is  difficulty  in 
procuring  the  iron.  All  seem  so  well  satisfied  that  she  is  a  failure  that 
there  seems  little  probability  that  the  work  of  completing  her  arma¬ 
ture  will  be  continued,  or  that  any  further  attempt  will  be  made  to 
launch  her.  Work,  however,  is  still  continued  on  her,  the  woodwork 
not  being  all  completed.  The  Chattahoochee  has  been  of  no  use  since 
her  first  boiler  burst  on  her  way  down  the  river.  At  present  she  has 
no  boiler  in  her,  or  she  has  boilers  not  at  all  adapted  to  the  engine  that 
is  in  the  boat  (accounts  differ  on  this  point),  but  whichever  account  is 
correct  it  is  certain  that  she  requires  a  new  boiler  before  she  can  be  of 
service.  She  now  lies  at  Columbus  waiting  for  a  new  boiler,  but  all 
the  work  of  this  kind  which  is  completed  at  the  Naval  Iron  Works  is 
at  once  transported  to  Charleston  or  Savannah,  and  the  Chattahoochee 
still  waits  unprovided.  Her  engine  is  in  order,  but  she  has  no  guns  on 
board. 

There  are  no  troops  on  the  river  between  Columbus  and  Chatta¬ 
hoochee,  but  at  the  latter  place  there  is  stationed  one  large  company, 
under  Captain  J.  L.  Dunham,  C.  S.  Army,  numbering  (itis  said)  140  men, 
and  having  with  them  a  battery  of  4  guns.  Captain  Dunham  has  his 
headquarters  on  board  the  side-wheel  river  boat  IF  II.  Young ,  in 
which  he  cruises  down  the  river  about  40  or  50  miles  in  a  straight  line 
to  a  plantation  called  Iola,  Florida,  below  Rickoe’s  Bluff.  This  town 
is  considerably  more  than  halfway  from  Chattahoochee  to  the  obstruc¬ 
tions.  The  camp  for  the  portion  of  this  company  that  is  quartered  on 
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shore  is  about  a  half  mile  out  from  Chattahoochee,  above  the  city  and 
near  the  arsenal,  which  is  now  devoted  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
families  of  the  troops  forming-  this  command.  There  are  no  tents  in 
the  encampment,  the  men  sleeping  out  as  a  regular  practice. 

The  river  steamboats  that  are  now  running  from  Columbus  to  Chat¬ 
tahoochee  are  Jackson ,  stern  wheel,  drawing  2  feet  2  inches;  Munnerlyn , 
stern  wheel,  drawing  2  feet  2  inches;  Mist ,  stern  wheel,  drawing  2  feet 
2  inches. 

The  following  are  repairing  at  Columbus:  Euchee ,  side-wheel,  draw¬ 
ing  3  feet  3  inches;  Marianna ,'  side-wheel,  drawing  3  feet  3  inches. 

On  Friday,  the  28th  ultimo,  Mrs.  Kelley  stopped  at  Fort  Gadsden, 
where  she  met  but  five  men  and  a  corporal  as  a  picket  guard,  and  she 
is  confident  that  there  are  no  guns  in  the  work. 

There  is  no  reason  why  this  information  should  not  be  considered 
authentic,  and  I  submit  it  as  the  most  satisfactory  statement  of  affairs 
that  I  have  yet  received.  Should  3mu  desire  any  more  elaborate  state¬ 
ments  on  any  particular  point  the  witnesses  will  be  at  hand  to  supply 
the  information. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  in  the  way  of  report  except  that  the  blockade 
has  been  strictly  observed  since  my  last  communication  of  28th  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Simpson, 

Lieutenant-  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present . 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Department. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  regarding  a  reconnoissance  in  Tampa  Bay ,  with  a  view  to  the 
destruction  of  salt  works. 

Hdqrs.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  November  If  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  received  a  report  dated  November  12  from  Acting  Vol¬ 
unteer  Lieutenant  R.  B.  Smith,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nita,  of  an 
expedition  sent  to  destroy  rebel  salt  works  in  Tampa  Bay,  in  which 
one  man  was  wounded  and  captured  and  five  men  supposed  to  have 
deserted.  I  presume  these  men  straggled  from  the  party  sent  on  shore 
and  were  captured  by  the  rebels.  Such  expeditions  must  of  necessity 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  commanding  officers  at  the  blockaded  ports, 
and  are  too  frequently,  I  fear,  undertaken  without  due  caution  and 
without  regard  to  consequences,  in  hope  of  doing  something  to  bring 
themselves  prominently  into  notice. 

I  take  occasion  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the  fact  that 
at  this  time  all  the  vessels  on  the  .^ockade  are  commanded  by  volunteer 
officers,  and  1  have  no  vessels  commanded  In-  regular  officers  of  the 
Navy,  except  those  employed  to  cruise  after  blockade  runners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nita, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Fla. ,  November  12, 1861+. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  On  the  10th 
instant  I  proceeded  up  this  bay  on  a  reconnoissance  in  order  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  cause  of  many  fires  in  the  vicinity  of  Gadsden’s  Point  and  Old 
Tampa  Bay.  Having  received  from  the  Hendrick  Hudson  Acting 
Master  Alex.  Wallace  and  10  men,  and  the  weather  being  thick  and 
rainy,  on  the  lltli  instant  I  advanced  nearly  to  the  head  of  Old  Tampa 
Bay  and  landed  there.  Finding  no  indications  of  any  movements  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  I  scouted  for  some  distance 
inland  and  gave  the  order  to  return  on  board.  The  weather  at  this  time 
was  very  thick  and  rainy.  On  mustering  the  shore  party  five  of  the 
Hudson's  men  were  missing,  and  as  I  kept  my  position  all  night  and 
made  signal  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as  sending  several  boats  in  quest 
of  them,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  have  deserted.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  instant  I  proceeded  slowly  down  the  bay,  and  when 
near  Rocky  Point  discovered  evidences  of  quite  extensive  salt  works  a 
short  distance  inland.  I  anchored  as  near  the  shore  as  possible,  and  dis¬ 
patched  a  force  in  charge  of  Acting  Masters  Partridge  and  Wallace  to 
reconnoiter.  They  found  the  water  so  shoal  as  to  oblige  them  to  leave 
the  boats  and  wade  for  some  distance  in  order  to  reach  the  shore.  The 
necessary  pickets  having  been  thrown  out,  they  advanced  through  a 
dense  undergrowth  ai)d  swamp  in  the  direction  of  the  salt  works,  but 
after  they  had  proceeded  some  distance  a  body  of  horsemen  were  seen 
from  the  masthead  of  this  ship,  endeavoring  to  cut  them  off.  A  gun 
was  immediately  fired  and  a  recall  set,  and  Mr.  Partridge  ordered  a 
retreat.  The  picket  on  the  right,  Francis  Lupke,  seaman,  by  a  direct 
disobedience  of  the  orders  given  him,  came  out  in  the  open  ground  and 
was  wounded  and  captured.  With  this  exception,  the  whole,  party 
reached  the  boats  in  safety  and  returned  on  board.  During  the  return 
of  my  force  I  caused  the  bushes  to  be  shelled  vigorously,  and  believing 
that  my  force  was  too  small  to  effect  the  destruction  of  the  salt  works, 
I  returned  to  this  station.  The  works  are  quite  extensive  and  belong 
to  the  rebel  Government.  It  is  my  intention  to  attempt  to  destroy 
them  this  week. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  capture  of  Seaman  Lupke  during  reconnoissance ,  November*  12, 
1861+,  in  Tampa  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Nita, 

Tampa  Bay ,  Fla.,  December  23,  186 1+. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  Novemoer  12, 1864,  during  a  reconnois¬ 
sance  of  a  set  of  salt  works  at  Rocky  Point,  Fla.,  Francis  Lupke,  sea¬ 
man,  having  been  stationed  as  a  picket  in  a  bunch  of  bushes  on  the 
right  of  the  place  of  landing,  and  having  exceeded  his  orders  and 
advanced  into  an  open  plain  beyond  his  post,  he  was  captured  by  the 
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enemy,  having-  been  slightly  wounded.  I  learn  that  he  is  at  present 
held  at  Brooksville,  Fla.,  and  has  the  liberty  of  the  camp. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sec7‘etary  of  the  Navy. 


Stations  of  vessels 
No.  35.] 


composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 
November  15 ,  186 f 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

6 

Adela . 

Steamer  . . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Kev  West. 

3 

Beauregard  . . . . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  II.  Baldwin . 

St.  Marks. 

2 

Olvde . 

Steamer  . . . . 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

Dale . 

Ship . 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat  .. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

5 

Gem  of  the  Sea. . 

Bark . 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

6 

Hendrick  Hud- 

Steamer  . . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell _ 

4 

Honduras . 

. do . 

Key  West. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

2 

Honeysuckle  ... 

Steam  tug  . . 

Actg.  Master  J.J.  Russell . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer  .... 

Key  West. 

Cruising  near  Cape  San  An¬ 
tonio. 

5 

Iuka . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.Comdr.  W.  C.  Rogers 

4 

Jas.  L.  Davis _ 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

St.  Joseph’s. 

5 

Magnolia . 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . . . 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

2 

Marigold . 

Steam  tug . . 
Bark . 

Actg.  Ensign  (’.  F.  Palmer. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Cruising  near  Anclote  Keys. 

8 

Midnight . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells  . . 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

().  H.  Lee . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  Oliver  Thacher _ 

Ordered  to  Kev  West. 

11 

Proteus . 

Steamer  .... 

Key  West,  coaling. 

Indian  River. 

7J 

Pursuit . 

Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Rrowne  . . 

7 

Restless . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Randall. . 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

5 

Sagamore . 

Gunboat. . . . 

Lieut.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Ordered  north  for  repairs. 

14 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Steam  sloop 

Capt.  R.  W.  Meade . 

Not  yet  arrived. 

7 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat . . 
Steamer  .... 

Apalachicola. 

Tampa  Bay,  Fla. 

5 

Star  and  Stripes 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  Sherrill . 

2 

Sunflower . 

Steam  tug . . 

Actg.  Master  J.  S.  Williams . 

Havana,  being  docked. 

1 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 

9 

Neptune . 

Steamer  .... 

Comdr.  J.  P.  Sanford . 

Repairing,  north. 

TENDERS. 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

0 

Annie . 

Schooner . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master's  Mate  A.  M. 
Rivers. 

Guard,  Boca  Chica. 

1 

Ariel . 

. do _ 

H.  Hudson . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon  . 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

2 

Fox . 

. do _ 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess. . . 

Cedar  Keys  and  St. 
Marks. 

1 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Gem  of  Sea . 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  W.  Wells  . 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

1 

Sea  Bird .... 

Schooner . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins 

General  duty  at  Key 
West. 

1 

Stonewall  .. 

. do _ 

H.  Hudson . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell _ 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar 
Keys. 

1 

Two  Sisters. 

. do - 

. do . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  P.  Mon¬ 
tague. 

Cedar  Keys  and  Tam¬ 
pa  Bay. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Stodder ,  L.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Adda ,  regarding  the  capture  of  Confederate  schooner 
Badger. 

U.  S.  S.  Adela, 

Key  West ,  Fla..  November  16,  186 L 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Confederate  schooner 
Badger ,  from  St.  Marks  bound  to  Havana,  was  taken  ^  possession  of 
by  the  boats  from  this  vessel  off  the  middle  entrance  of  St.  George’s 
Sound,  Fla.,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1864.  The  following  are  the 
circumstances  attending  the  affair: 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1864,  whilst  lying  at  anchor  at  Middle 
Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound,  Fla.,  a  strange  sail  was  reported  from  the 
masthead.  I  gave  orders  to  get  up  steam,  but  before  it  could  be  done 
the  sail  was  close  to  the  breakers  on  the  beach.  I  dispatched  all  the 
boats  and  had  one  of  them  hauled  across  to  the  outside  and  launched 
through  the  breakers,  which  was  gallantly  done  by  Acting  Ensign  F. 
A.  Strandberg,  who  reached  her  and  brought  her  in  safety  alongside. 
She  proved  to  be  the  Confederate  schooner  Badger,  S.  B.  Caldwell, 
master,  bound  from  St.  Mark’s  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  25 
packages  of  which  were  captured  with  the  vessel.  The  captain  threw 
overboard  his  papers,  also  the  deck  load,  consisting  of  9  bales.  1 
subsequently  dispatched  boats  up  and  down  the  coast  and  succeeded  in 
picking  up  5  bales  and  a  quantity  of  loose  cotton.  Accompanying  I 
forward  prize  list. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  N.  Stodder, 

Acting  Volunteer'  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Strib 
ling,  U.  S.  Navy ,  in  response  to  request  for  reinforcements. 

Navy  Department,  November  19,  lSGf 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  29  in  relation  to  the  want  of  more 
vessels  in  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Contemplated  operations  within  the  limits  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  have  required  an  extraordinary  force  in  that  quarter  and 
interfered  with  the  reinforcement  of  other  squadrons.  Early  atten¬ 
tion  shall  be  given  to  your  application. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Sewetary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron,  Key  West. 
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Ordar  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard 
Boston,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Ino. 


Navy  Department,  November  22,  186 J, i 

Sir:  Direct  the  U.  S.  Ship  Ino  to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to 
Stine’  Rear-Admiral  f  R  •  n  n  t  ^ 


C.  Iv.  Stribling  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf 


Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  H.  SrBmoHaM,  Sm*f*  °f  ^ 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Boston. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Ensign  Wold ,  U.  S. 
A  any,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Matthew  l  essor  to  proceed  to  duty 
'in  the  Bast  Gulf  Squadron. 


Navy  Department,  November  29, 1861,.. 
Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Matthew  Vassar 
to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Strib- 
hng  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Ensign  Lauritz  Wold, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Matthew 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Vassar ,  Washington. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

November  30,  1861,. 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

6 

Adela . 

3 

Beauregard.... 

2 

Clyde . 

Dale . 

6 

Fort  Henry. . . . 

5 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 

6 

Hendrick  Hud- 

son. 

4 

Honduras . 

2 

Honeysuckle . . . 

3 

Isonoima . 

5 

fuka . 

4 

Jas.  L.  Davis _ 

6 

Magnolia. . 

2 

Marigold . 

8 

Midnight . 

3 

Nita . 

2 

0.  H.  Lee . 

11 

Proteus . 

7 

Pursuit . 

7 

Restless . 

5 

Sagamore . 

14 

San  Jacinto . 

7 

Somerset . 

5 

Starsand  Stripes 

2 

Sunflower . 

1 

Wanderer . 

Class. 


.  Steamer _ 

.  Schooner . . . 

Steamer _ 

Ship . 

Ferryboat . . 

Bark . 

Steamer .... 

. do . 

Steam  tug . . 
Steamer .... 

. do . 

Bark . 

Steamer .... 
Steam  tug . . 

Bark _ 

Steamer .... 
Schooner... 

Steamer _ 

Bark . 

. do . 

Gunboat. . . . 

Steam  sloop. 
Ferryboat  . . 
Steamer .... 
Steam  tug . . 
Schooner . . . 


Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  N.  Stodder . 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin _ 

Actg.  Master  Cyrus  Sears . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Geo.  Taylor . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Simpson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.C.  Rogers 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . . . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  F.  Palmer . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Master  Oliver  Thacher _ 

Comdr.  R.W.Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Geo.  Taylor . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Capt.  R.  W.  Meade . 

Actg.  Master  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Gone  north  for  repairs  to 
New  York. 

St.  Marks. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Charlotte  Harbor. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 

Key  West. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 
Cruising. 

Do. 

St.  Joseph’s. 

Cruising. 

Harbor  duty  at  Key  West. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Cruising  near  Anclote  Keys. 
Key  West. 

Cruising. 

Indian  River. 

Repairing  at  Key  West. 

Gone  to  Philadelphia  for  re¬ 
pairs. 

Not  yet  arrived. 
Apalachicola. 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 
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TENDERS. 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Schooner . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  A.  M. 

Rivers. 

1 

_ do . 

Starsand  Stripes 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon  . 

2 

Fox . 

_ do . 

H.  Hudson . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess  . . 

1 

Sloop . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  W.  Wells . 

1 

Sea  Bird .... 

Schooner . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  L.  Robbins 

_ do . 

Starsand  Stripes 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell - 

_ do . 

Actg.  Master  J.  P.  Mon- 

tague. 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Guard,  Boca  Chica. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 
Cedar  Keys  and  St. 
Marks. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 
General  duty,  Key 
West. 

St.  Marks  and  Cedar 
Keys. 

Cedar  Keys  and  Tam¬ 
pa  Bay. 


C.  K.  Stribling, 

Ac, ting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  of  the  toted  destruction  of  salt  works  in  Tampa  Bay. 

No.  52.1  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  December  3,  186 Jh 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  destruction  of  a  set  of  saltworks 
on  Rocky  Point,  Old  Tampa  Bay,  by  detachments  from  the  Nita, 
Stars  and  Stripes,  Hendrick  Hudson ,  and  the  tenders  Ariel  and  Two 
Sisters. 

The  expedition  was  made  at  the  instance  and  under  the  orders  of 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  R.  B.  Smith,  of  the  Nita, . and  was  in 
every  respect  a  complete  success,  resulting  in  the  demolition  of  seven 
large  boilers  and  everything  of  value  connected  with  the  works,  with¬ 
out  a  single  casualty  on  our  part. 

1  enclose  a  copy  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith’s  report, 
and  take  this  opportunity  to  recommend  that  officer  to  the.  Department 
for  his  zeal  and  energy  and  good  judgment  manifested  in  this  enter¬ 
prise,  which  was  conceived  with  clearness  and  executed  with  order  and 
dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  T).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark 
Midmight,  regarding  the  destruction  of  salt  works  in  St.  Andrew's 
Bay. 

U.  S.  Bark  Midnight, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla.,  December  f  186 f 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  since  relieving  the 
U.  S.  bark  Restless  on  this  station:  I  have  had  reason  to  believe,  by 
what  1  could  glean  from  refugees,  that  there  was  considerable  salt 
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making  on  the  baj^s  above  here.  Consequently,  on  the  30th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  last  I  dispatched  an  expedition  with  24  men,  in  command  of  Acting 
Master  Charles  H.  Cadieu,  accompanied  by  Acting  Ensign  E.  O.  Drew 
and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Edward  W.  Avery,  up  the  bay  to  destroy 
salt  works  and  salt,  which  they  did  effectually.  They  captured  anci 
brought  away  with  them  the  16  salt  makers,  whom  I  have  since  paroled. 
Three  contrabands,  who  are  here;  1  has  enlisted,  and  the  others  object 
to  enlist  on  the  ground  that  they  have  left  their  families  in  Secessia. 
The  expedition  also  captured  2  Confederate  cavalry  pickets,  with  their 
horses.  The  prisoners  of  war  I  shall  send  to  Key  West,  for  your  dis¬ 
posal,  by  the  earliest  opportunity.  The  expedition  captured  the  fol¬ 
lowing  firearms:  Two  flintlock  muskets,  1  flintlock  rifle,  1  breech¬ 
loading  carbine;  also,  1  double-barreled  fowling  piece. 

I  respectfully  enclose  with  this  a  copy  of  the  details  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  as  handed  to  me  by  Acting  Master  C.  H.  Cadieu,  and  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  a  tender  be  attached  to  this  blockade  for  cruising  up  the  bav 
and  keeping  these  salt  works  down.  The  upper  bays  are  so  large  and 
numerous  that  it  takec  seme  time  to  make  the  circuit  of  them  in  open 
boats,  and  it  leaves  men  exposed  to  the  weather  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time.  If  the  admiral  should  deem  it  proper  to  attach  a  ten¬ 
der  to  this  blockade,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  Acting  Master 
C.  H.  Cadieu  to  the  command  of  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Wells, 

Actg.  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Comdg.  U  S.  Bark  Midnight. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkg.  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  J7la. 


Report  of  Acting  Bear-  Admiral  Stribling ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  arrival 
at  Key  West  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  December  10,  186 J 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  San  Jacinto  at 
this  place  on  the  3d  instant.  I  have  to-day  hoisted  my  flag  on  board 
the  San  Jacinto ,  designated  by  the  Department  as  the  flagship  of  the 
squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Rep>ort  of  Acting  Master  loring,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Sunflower,  regarding  the  capture  of  sloop  Pickwick. 

U.  S.  S.  Sunflower, 

West  Pass ,  St.  George's  Sound,  December  If  186 f 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  December  6,  1864,  at  9:10  p.  m.,  1  seized 
the  sloop  Pickwick  for  attempting  to  violate  the  blockade.  By  the 
prize  master  I  sent  all  the  papers  found  on  board,  together  with  the 
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captain  and  crew,  to  Key  West.  I  captured  her  near  the  coast  of 
Florida,  in  latitude  28°,  longitude  83°  10',  the  nearest  land  bearing 
east,  12  miles  distant.  My  reasons  for  regarding  her  as  a  prize  are: 

1st.  The  position  in  which  she  was  found  when  captured,  taken  with 
the  captain’s  statement  that  he  was  bound  from  Havana  to  Matamoras, 
and  had  steered  west  ever  since  leaving  port. 

2d.  The  fact  that  when  first  seen  the  vessel  had  all  sail  set,  but 
about  the  time  she  must  have  seen  us  the  sails  were  lowered  and  she 
came  to  anchor. 

3d.  Although  we  saw  the  sloop  lower  here  sails,  yet  when  we  hailed 
her,  ten  minutes  after,  all  hands  pretended  to  be  asleep. 

4th.  The  character  of  the  cargo  and  the  class  of  vessel,  one  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  articles  most  required  in  the  rebel  States  and  the  other  being 
peculiarly  adapted  to  running  the  blockade  at  the  place  where  she  was 
captured. 

No  other  vessel  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  Enclosed 
I  send  the  prize  list. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  G.  Loring  3d, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

December  15,  186 f 


No.  64.] 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

3 

Beauregard  .... 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin . 

Apalachicola. 

2 

Actg.  Master  Cyrus  Sears . 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Apalachicola. 

Ship . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

(j 

Ferryboat  .. 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

5 

6 

Hendrick  Hud- 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell _ 

St.  Marks. 

4 

Honduras . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Supplying  the  squadron. 

2 

Honeysuckle  . . . 

Steam  tug  . . 

Actg.  Master  J.  .1.  Russell . 

On  passage  to  Cedar  Keys. 

3 

Isonoinia . 

Steamer .... 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  Simpson . 

Key  West,  repairing. 

9 

Ship . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  A.  French . 

Under  orders  to  Tampa. 

Key  West  for  coal. 

5 

Iuka . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  C. 
Rogers. 

4 

Jas.  L.  Davis _ 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold . 

St.  Joseph’s. 

6 

Magnolia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . . . 

Cruising  Campeche  Banks. 

8 

Midnight . 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . 

2 

Marigold . 

Steam  tug . . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  F.  Palmer . . . 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

2 

0.  H.  Lee . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  0.  Thacher . 

St.  Marks. 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Cruising,  between  Anclote 
Keys  and  Suwanee  River. 

11 

Proteus . 

. do . 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Key  West,  calking. 

7 

Pursuit . 

Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Geo.  Taylor _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Randall. . 

7 

Restless . 

. do . 

Key  W’est,  under  repairs. 

14 

San  Jacinto  . ... 

Steam  sloop. 

Capt.  R.W.  Meade  . 

Key  West. 

7 

Somerset . 

Ferrbyoat  . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  P.  Rogers  . .. 

Apalachicola. 

6 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  John  Sherrill  . . 

Tampa  Bay. 

2 

Sunflower . 

Steam  tug . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring . 

Apalachicola. 

1 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Guard  ship,  Key  W’est. 
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TENDERS. 


No.  of 
guny. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Annie . 

Schooner . 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 

i 

Ariel . 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Fox . 

H.  Hudson . 

i 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Wanderer  . 

i 

Sea  Bird.. . . 

Schooner . 

Ino . 

i 

Stonewall  .. 

. do _ 

1 

Two  Sisters. 

. do _ 

1 

Starsand  Stripes 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg. Ensign  H.  W.  Wells. 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon. 
Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess  . . 


Actg.  Master’s  Mate  S.  H. 
Pickles. 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Rob¬ 
bins. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell . . 
Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . 


Present  dutyorstation. 


Key  West,  under  re¬ 
pair. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Cruising  between  Ce¬ 
dar  Keys  and  St. 
Marks. 

Guard  vessel,  Boca 
Chica. 

On  her  way  to  Tampa 
Bay. 

Cruising  about  Cedar 
Keys. 

Cruising  between 
Tampa  Bay  and 
Cedar  Keys. 


C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Rlockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
capture  of  the  small  vessels  Sort  and  Peep  o’ Day. 

N°-  67.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  December  16, 186 f. 
Sir:  The  O.  II.  Lee  captured  the  schooner  Sort,  under  English 
colors,  near  Anclote  Keys,  on  the  10th  instant,  with  a  cargo  of  78  bales 
of  cotton,  and  the  boats  of  the  Pursuit  captured  the  Peep  d Day,  without 
colors  (small  boat),  on  the  4th  instant,  near  Indian  River,  with  7  or  8' 
bales  of  cotton. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding 
information  regarding  an  expected  raid  on  the  blockade  in  St. 
George's  Sound. 

No.  68.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  December  17,  186 f. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  the  senior  officer  of  the  blockade  in  St. 
George’s  Sound,  [Apalachicola  Bay].  I  have  directed  him  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  repel  the  rebel  vessels  if  they  should  attempt  to  raise  the 
blockade. 

This  information  is  similar  to  former  reports,  and  although  I  doubt 
the  account  given  of  the  draft  of  water  and  force  of  the  ironclad  and 
other  vessels  referred  to,  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
increase  the  force  now  in  St.  George’s  Sound.  The  Somerset ,  now 
there,  can  be  used  only  as  a  floating  battery,  her  boilers  being  worn 
out  and  her  steam  power  useless. 
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The  Fort  Henry  schooner  Beauregard,  and  steam  tugboat  Sunflower 
are  the  only  other  vessels  at  that  place.  Simply  to  keep  up  the 
blockade,  they  are  sufficient,  but  not  enough  if  attacked  by  such  a 
force  as  referred  to  in  the  enclosed  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fad  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry, 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s  Sound,  [. Apalachicola  Bay],  Fla., 

December  12,  186 p 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  information  was 
received  from  the  prisoners  John  Elision,  Lawrence  Brannan,  Michael 
Riley,  and  Charles  Parsons:  That  the  ironclad  gunboat  building  at 
Columbus,  Ga.,  is  about  completed  and  ready  for  launching. _  She  has 
all  her  machinery  on  board  and  will  carry  a  battery  of  6  7-inch  rifled 
guns,  and  is  not  intended  to  draw  above  6  feet  of  water  with  her 
armament  and  a  full  supply  of  fuel  and  stores  on  board.  . 

She  is  clad  with  2-inch  iron  below  the  knuckle  and  4  inch  above  it 
and  is  considered  a  more  formidable  vessel  than  the  Tennessee.  Theie 
is  a  torpedo  boat  building  at  the  same  place  which  is  nearly  completed, 
and  also  the  gunboat  Chattahoochee  is  there  undergoing  thorough 
repairs  on  hull,  machinery,  and  boilers;  and  [they]  are  making  every 
preparation  to  make  a  raid  on  the  blockade  at  this  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Thacker ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  O.  II.  Lee ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Sort,  of 
Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Schooner  O.  H.  Lee, 

Cedar  Keys,  December  17,  186 f. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  English 
schooner  Sort,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence.  I  captured  the  vessel 
under  the  following  circumstances:  December  the  10th,  1864,  latitude 
28°  38'  N.,  longitude  83°  4'  W.,  Anclote  Keys  bearing  S.  E.  i  E.,  dis¬ 
tance  from  land  24  miles.  Saw  a  schooner  bearing  N.  E.,  steering  to 
the  westward;  hauled  to  wind,  beat  to  quarters.  At  6:30  a.  m.  tired 
bow  gun  as  a  signal  for  her  to  heave  to.  She  immediately  backed  ship 
and  stood  in  for  the  land,  making  all  possible  speed.  On  nearing  her 
fired  a  shot  across  her  bow.  She  not  changing  her  course,  and  evidently 
determined  to  escape,  fired  several  shells  at  her,  the  last  one  bursting 
between  her  masts.  Wind  dying  away,  lowered  first  and  second  cut¬ 
ters,  armed  and  manned  them,  and  sent  them  in  chase.  She,  seeing 
escape  impossible,  hauled  down  her  jib.  On  coming  up  with  her 
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found  her  to  be  the  English  schooner  Sort ,  of  Nassau,  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  having  run  the  blockade  loaded  with  78  bales  of  cotton  from 
the  W  ithlacoochee  River;  overhauled  her  and  found  her  crew  con¬ 
sisted  of  captain  and  4  men  and  6  passengers.  All  documents  found 
on  board  were  sealed  up  and  handed  to  prize  master.  Having  put  a 
prize  crew  on  board,  I  sent  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication.  No 
vessel  in  sight  at  time  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oliver  Thacher, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U  S.  Schooner  0.  II.  Lee. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Warden,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  on  reporting  as  fleet 
captain ,  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Headquarters  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  December  18,  1864- 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have,  in  obedience  to 
your  orders  of  the  21st  ultimo,  this  day  reported  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling  for  duty  as  fleet  captain  of  the  East  Gulf 
Squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Werden, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  21,  1864- 
Order  the  Tallapoosa  to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Stribling  for  duty. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Boston. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Strib¬ 
ling,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  confirmation  of  his  appointment. 

Navy  Department,  December  22,  1864- 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  nomination,  the  Department  informs  you 
that  the  Senate  advises  and  consents  to  your  appointment  as  com¬ 
mander  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 

N  W  R — VOL  17 - 50 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Strib- 
ling,  TJ  S.  Navy ,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Nayy  Department,  December  27,  186 f 

Sir:  I  he  paddle-wheel  steamer  Mahaska ,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Gibson,  and  the  schooner  Sophronia ,  Acting-  Master  J.  A.  French 
have  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to  you  for 
duty.  The  Matthew  Vassar  left  Washington  on  the  1st  instant,  to  l'oin 
the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. ,  Gideon  Welles, 

.  ..  _  ,  ,  .  ,  _  Secretary  of  the  Navy . 

Acting-  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  T Vest. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

December  31,  186  f 


Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Ley  West ,  Fla.,  December  31,  186 f 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

3 

Beauregard  . . . . 

Schooner . . . 

2 

Clyde . 

Steamer _ 

Dale . 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Steamer  . . . 

5 

Gem  of  the  Sea  . 

Bark . 

6 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son. 

Steamer  .... 

4 

Honduras  ... 

2 

Honeysuckle ... 

Steam  tug  . 

5 

Iuka . 

Steamer _ 

9 

Ino . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer  .... 

4 

Jas.  L.  Davis _ 

Bark . 

5 

Magnolia . 

Steamer .... 

8 

Midnight . 

2 

Marigold . 

Steam  tug  . .  [ 

3 

Nit  a . 

Steamer  ....  1 

2 

O.H.Lee  .... 

Schooner . . . 

11 

Proteus . 

Steamer _ 

7 

Pursuit . 

Bark  . 

7 

Restless  . . . 

. do . 

14 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Steam  sloop 

7 

Somerset,  .... 

Ferryboat . . 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes1 

Steamer _ 

2 

Sunflower  .... 

Steam  tug  . .  1 

1 

Wanderer  . . 

| 

Schooner". . .  j 

Commanding  officer. 


Act g.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin _ 

Actg.  Master  C.  Sears . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Master  G.  H.  Leinas . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell .... 

Actg.  Yol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  C.  Rog¬ 
ers. 

Actg. Vol. Lt.C. A. French  .... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 


Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold  . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . 
Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells  . . 
Actg.  Ensign  C.  F.  Palmer. . . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  R.  B.  Smith 

Actg.  Master  0.  Thacher . . . 
Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt  . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.G.  Taylor.... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall  . . . 
Capt.  R.  W.  Meade . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers 

Actg.  Vol. Lt.J. Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring 
Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Ordnance  ship  Key  West. 
Apalachicola. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

St.  Marks. 

Supplying  squadron. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Cruising  between  Tortugas, 
Cape  San  Antonio,  and 
Alacran  Reef. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Cruising,  Vicinity  Nassau 
and  Bahamas. 

St.  Joseph's. 

Cruising  westward. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Cruising  between  Anclote 
Keys  and  Suwanee  River. 
St.  Marks. 

Cruising  westward. 

Indian  River. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Cruising,  Nassau  and  Ba¬ 
hamas. 

Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Apalachicola. 

Guard  ship,  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


No.  of 
guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

i 

Annie  . . . 

Schooner . 

Gem  of  the  Sea. 

i 

Ariel  .... 

2 

Fox  . 

1 

Rosalie .... 

Sloop . 

Wanderer  . . 

1 

Sea  Bird.... 

Schooner . 

Ino . . . 

1 

Stonewall  .. 

. do _ 

1 

Two  Sisters. 

. do. ...I 

Ino . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Ensign  H.  W.  Wells . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon . 
Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess 
Actg.  Master’s  Mate  S.  H 
Pickles. 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Robbins 
Actg.  Ensign  J.R.Bell.. 
Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Ordered  to  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

Ordered  to  Tampa. 

St.  Marks,  cruising. 
Guard  ship,  Boca 
Chica. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Cedar  Keys,  cruising. 
Ordered  to  Key  West. 


A  .  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Squadron. 
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Navy  Department,  January  1,  1865. 
Order  the  Hibiscus  to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Stribling  for  duty. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


Loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  off  Abaco ,  Bahama  Islands ,  Jan¬ 
uary  7,  1865. 

Report  of  Captain  Meade,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  detailed  report  regarding  the 

accident. 

No  Name  Cay,  Abaco  Island,  Bahamas, 

January  f  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  the 
communication  which  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  Rear-Admiral  C. 
K.  Stribling,  commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  givingthe 
circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  recently 
under  my  command,  and  to  respectfully  ask  that  the  honorable  Sec- 
retar}7  of  the  Navy  may  grant  me  a  court  of  enquiry  as  early  as  prac¬ 
ticable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Meade, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Meade,  IT.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

No  Name  Cay,  Abaco  Island,  Bahamas, 

January  1865. 

Sir:  It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  lately  under  my  command.  She  struck  the  reef 
off  this  place  at  0h  40'  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  about  14 
miles  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  Elbow  Cay. 

After  making  every  exertion  to  relieve  the  ship  without  success, 
and  finding  her  to  be  bilged,  I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon 
the  hope  of  saving  her,  and  to  turn  my  attention  to  the  saving  of  the 
lives  of  my  men  and  officers,  my  guns,  ordnance  stores,  and  such  other 
Government  property  as  might  be  possible. 

The  wind  blew  a  strong  gale  during  the  remainder  of  the  night  and 
the  following  day,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  crew  were  all  landed 
safely,  notwithstanding  the  sea  broke  heavily  alongside  and  ahead  of 
the  ship. 

On  the  2d,  wind  and  sea  having  moderated,  I  succeeded  in  landing 
the  men’s  bags  and  hammocks,  with  three  weeks’  provisions,  sails  and 
light  spars  to  make  shelter,  with  view  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
men  and  officers, 
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I  have  chartered  a  schooner  of  76  tons  to  receive  the  guns  and  ord¬ 
nance  stores  (hoping  to  save  them  all),  at  $25  per  day  detention,  and 
at  $1,000  to  deliver  them  at  Key  West,  all  to  be  paid  in  gold. 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Acting  Master  Pilot  William  Richardson, 
who  will  proceed  in  a  sloop,  chartered  at  $400  United  States  currency 
to  carry  this  communication.  He  is  a  reliable  officer,  and  will  furnish 
you  all  the  information  which  you  may  require  with  regard  to  the 
circumstances  as  they  exist  at  present  and  those  preceding  our  mis¬ 
fortune,  and  pilot  a  steamer,  if  you  advise  the  same,  to  receive  my 
crew. 

May  I  beg  to  request  that  the  Department  may  be  informed  of  the 
loss  of  the  ship  and  of  my  earnest  desire  that  a  court  of  enquiry  be 
convened,  at  as  early  a  period  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  per¬ 
mit,  to  investigate  the  circumstances. 

I  desire  this  with  the  abiding  confidence  that  my  conduct  and  course 
of  action  throughout  will  be  sustained  by  every  officer  and  man 
belonging  to  my  command,  without  myself  entering  into  detail. 

I  throw  my  case  entirely  upon  that  decision  of  the  Government 
which  may  result  from  any  trial.  1  therefore  respectfully  request 
that  a  copy  of  this  communication  may  be  forwarded  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  sloop  which  I  have  chartered  is  named  the  Garibaldi,  of  Key 
West,  J.  Albury,  master,  who  is  a  brother  of  the  postmaster  at  that 
place. 

I  am,  admiral,  most  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Meade, 

Captain. 

Forwarded. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  assistance  rendered  to 

Captain  Meade,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

No.  8.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  January  10,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  8th  instant  I  received  information  of  the  loss  of  the  San 
Jacinto  on  No  Name  Cay,  near  Great  Abaco.  1  immediately  sent  the 
Honduras  (the  only  vessel  in  port  not  under  repairs)  to  the  assistance 
of  Captain  Meade,  and  shall  send  the  Magnolia  as  soon  as  she  arrives 
(expected  every  hour  with  the  Glaucus  from  San  Domingo). 

These  vessels  can  take  on  board  the  crew  of  the  San  Jacinto.  Cap¬ 
tain  Meade  has  already  made  arrangements  for  bringing  here  the  guns, 
etc.,  saved  from  the  ship.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  all  the  crew  of 
the  San  Jacinto  were  safely  landed  and  are  not  suffering  for  provi¬ 
sions,  having  saved  from  the  ship  abundant  supplies.  The  crew  are 
sheltered  by  tents  made  of  sails,  etc. 

I  have  to-day  received  Captain  Meade’s  report  of  the  loss  of  the  San 
Jacinto,  with  a  letter  to  the  Department.  Both  are  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com  ay.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  arrangements  for  a 

court  of  enquiry. 

No.  23.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  January  27 ,  1865. 

Sir:  By  the  arrival  of  the  Magnolia  from  the  wreck  of  the  San 
Jacinto  I  learn  that  the  wreckers  have  burned  the  ship  to  the  water’s 
edge,  to^  facilitate  their  taking  the  copper,  etc.,  from  the  ship.  I 
expect  Captain  Meade  in  the  Honduras  in  a  day  or  two,  as  his  remain¬ 
ing  there  any  longer  will  be  of  little  service.  I  expect  him  to  appoint 
a  person  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  receive  anything  saved 
from  the  wreck  by  the  wreckers  and  to  have  the  property  sent  here. 
As  soon  as  Captain  Meade  arrives  I  shall  make  arrangements  for  send¬ 
ing  the  officers  and  crew  north,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  necessary 
in  any  investigation  the  Department  may  order  as  to  the  loss  of  the 
San  Jacinto.  I  could  not  have  a  court  of  enquiry  here,  for  the  want 
of  proper  officers  to  compose  a  court  without  detaining  vessels  in  port 
about  to  leave  on  cruises  or  blockades. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdy.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  officers 
ordered  to  appear  before  the  court  of  enquiry. 

No.  55.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  February  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  informed  you  on  the  27th  ultimo  that  I  should  send  Captain 
Meade  and  the  officers  of  the  San  Jacinto,  and  such  of  the  crew  as 
might  be  supposed  to  know  anything  about  the  loss  of  the  ship,  to  the 
North,  as  I  had  not  the  means  of  organizing  a  proper  court  here  for  an 
investigation.  At  the  request  of  Captain  Meade,  I  have  permitted  him 
to  return  north  via  Havana.  A  portion  of  the  officers  left  here  in  the 
Fo-rt  Morgan  on  the  14th  instant,  and  the  remainder  of  them  will  take 
passage  in  the  Bermuda,  with  such  of  the  crew  as  above  referred  to, 
and  all  the  marine  guard  not  required  to  fill  up  the  complement  of 
marines  allowed  to  vessels  on  the  station. 

I  will  take  this  occasion,  without  referring  to  the  cause  of  the  loss 
of  the  San  Jacinto,  to  state  that  Captain  Meade  appears  to  have  been 
untiring  in  his  efforts  to  save  the  public  property  after  the  loss  of  the 
ship. 

All  the  guns,  much  of  the  ordnance  stores,  anchors  and  cables,  boats, 
sails,  and  rigging,  and  much  other  valuable  property,  were  saved  and 
brought  here.  The  expense  of  doing  this  has  been  considerable  for 
freight  and  salvage.  Some  more  property  will  be  saved  from  the 
wreck,  which  I  shall  send  for,  upon  which  a  salvage  of  50  per  cent  has 
been  promised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Adm  iral,  Conidg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  police 

magistrate  at  Abaco. 


No.  8.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  March  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  J.  Nibbs 
Brown,  esq.,  police  magistrate  at  Abaco,  Bahamas,  and  my  reply  to  it. 
Considering  the  announcement  of  Mr.  Brown  in  advance,  that  one  of 
our  armed  vessels  could  not  be  permitted  to  go  there  to  take  the  prop¬ 
erty  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  San  Jacinto  from  the  island,  as 
intended  to  constrain  me  to  employ  some  vessel  of  the  Bahamas  for 
this  purpose,  and  believing  such  an  order  could  not  emanate  from  the 
proper  authority ,  I  beg  to  refer  the  matter  to  your  decision,  as  well  as 
the  claim  made  for  sending  a  vessel  to  Nassau  to  announce  the  wreck 
of  the  San  Jacinto ,  without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of  Captain 
Meade  to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure. 


Green  Turtle  Cay,  Abaco, 

March  15,  1865. 

Sir:  Captain  li.  W.  Meade,  of  the  U.  S.  Nav}r,  and  late  commander 
of  the  ill-fated  Sa?i  Jacinto ,  will  have  informed  you  of  the  condition 
under  which  I  agreed  to  undertake  the  agency  or  supervision  of  the 
affairs  of  that  vessel. 

Since  his  departure  I  have  communicated  with  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  the  Bahamas,  who,  as  I  anticipated,  regards  the  agency 
of  the  said  ship  as  incompatible  with  mv  judicial  office,  and  has  directed 
my  appointing  a  substitute,  as  authorized  by  Captain  Meade,  with  the 
undei standing*  that  I  will,  on  bohalf  of  the  British  Government,  super- 
intend  the  proceedings  of  such  substitute  and  render  every  assistance 
in  my  power  to  provide  for  the  satisfactory  execution  of  the  wishes  of 
Captain  Meade  and  the  United  States  Government. 

I  have  iii  consequence  appointed  John  M.  Sweeting,  of  this  place,  as 
such  substitute,  who  will  perform  the  little  that  remains  to  be  done 
under  my  immediate  direction. 

pt^in  Meade  took  witk  him,  in  the  Tallapoosa ,  metal  of  the  value 

ii  ^  n°^  settled  for,  the  moiety  of  which  as  salvage  will  be 
1)258.71. 

There  have  been  deposited  in  the  warehouse  since  his  departure — 


526  pounds  lead,  valued  at  8  cents  per  pound _ 

1,533  pounds  brass,  valued  at  10  cents  per  pound 
276  pounds  copper  sheathing,  14  cents  per  pound 

864  pounds  copper  bolts,  15  cents  per  pound . 

7,769  pounds  wrought  iron,  3  cents  per  pound _ 

3,174  pounds  cast  iron,  1  cent  per  pound . 

27,978  pounds  shell  iron,  1  cent  per  pound ....!! 


$42.  08 
153.  30 
38.64 
129.  60 
233. 07 
31.74 
279.  78 


Making  together 
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The  moiety  for  salvage  being .  454. 10 

Amount  of  articles  taken  away  by  Captain  Meade  and  not  settled  for .  258.  71 

One  month’s  rent  of  warehouse  to  21st  instant .  15.  00 


727.  81 

It  has  been  blowing  strongly  from  the  northeast  for  several  days 
past,  precluding  any  work  at  the  wreck. 

The  propeller  is  still  imbedded  in  the  rock,  no  part  of  it  having  been 
saved. 

You  will  please  place  me  in  possession  of  funds  to  meet  the  salvage 
due  on  the  metal  saved  and  the  rent  of  the  warehouse,  the  salvors  being 
urgent,  and  should  your  remittance  be  in  a  draft,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  add  5  per  cent  to  meet  the  discount. 

The  salvors  will  expect  the  amount  due  them  ere  the  removal  of  the 
articles. 

The  emergency  or  necessity  connected  with  the  wreck  having  ceased, 
it  will  not  be  practicable  for  me  to  permit  one  of  your  armed  vessels 
to  enter  this  port  for  the  transmission  of  the  articles  in  warehouse. 
You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  arrange  for  their  transport  by  a  ves¬ 
sel  of  other  description. 

Should  you  advise  it,  I  may  be  able  to  procure  a  vessel  here  at  a 
reasonable  rate.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you  at  }rour  earliest  con¬ 
venience,  as  I  am  desirous  of  settling  with  the  salvors. 

1  have  not  heard  from  Captain  Meade  with  reference  to  the  claim  of 
the  owners  of  the  sloop  Mary ,  for  taking  my  letters,  on  the  2d  Janu¬ 
ary  last,  to  Governor  Ranson  and  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau. 
They  hold  me  responsible  for  $300,  they  having  been  shut  out  from 
any  salvage  from  the  wreck,  owing  to  their  absence. 

Your  kind  attention  to  these  matters  will  much  oblige  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Nibbs  Brown, 

Police  Magistrate ,  Abaco,  Bahamas. 

Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  East  Golf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Captain  Meade.  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  11.  S.  consul  at  Abaco,  Bahamas,  informing 
him  of  desertions  from  the  crew  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

No  Name  Cay,  Bahamas,  Abaco, 

,  January  7,  1865. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  two  blockade  runners 
have  lately  visited  this  port,  one  of  which,  losing  her  men,  has  been 
endeavoring  to  get  my  men  to  desert.  The  numerous  wreckers  on 
the  different  cays  have  in  large  bodies  been  here,  and  have  aided  and 
abetted  in  the  desertion  of  46  of  my  men.  Since  the  6th  instant  I 
have  had  no  desertions,  having  asked  the  assistance  of  Police  Justice 
J.  [Nibbs]  Brown,  who  has  been  very  vigilant  with  the  very  small  force 
at  his  command  to  render  me  much  service  in  warning  them  from  my 
camp. 

My  crew  consists  of  “bounty  men,”  having  received  large  sums 
from  State  and  Government,  in  some  cases  amounting  to  $1,400,  other¬ 
wise  largely  in  debt  to  the  Government  in  the  usual  advance  granted. 
I  respectfully  enclose  a  descriptive  list  of  these  deserters,  many  of 
whom,  I  am  informed,  have  reached  Nassau.  Eight  of  them  shipped 
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on  board  of  a  blockade  runner,  the  master  of  which,  fearing  some  sin¬ 
ister  design  on  their  part,  I  am  informed,  received  them  on  their  con¬ 
sent  to  be  ironed,  which,  I  am  told,  was  clone. 

I  have  apprehended  four,  whom  I  shall  bring  to  court-martial  to 
make  a  serious  example  of. 

I  advise  you  thus  early  of  this  fact  to  place  you  on  your  guard  against 
any  such  parties  approaching  you  for  relief,  and  that  they  may  be 
apprehended,  to  be  sent  to  Key  West  to  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 
commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Meade,  Captain. 

lhos.  Kirkpatrick, 

TJ.  8.  Consul ,  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


Report  of  Captain  Meade,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  the  protection  and  removal 

of  property  saved  from  the  wreck. 

No  Name  Cay,  Abaco,  Bahamas, 

January  IS,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
January  3,  1865,  per  Captain  Preston,  R.  N.,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Medea 
and  also  that  of  January  5, 1865,  and  have  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 
advice  and  suggestions. 

lam  in  receipt  of  orders  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling 
commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  by  which  I  am  directed 
to  transfer  all  Government  property  to  Key  West,  and  have  placed  at 
my  disposal  two  steamers,  the  Tallapoosa  and  Honduras,  with  the 
promise  of  a  third  as  early  as  possible. 

1  have  saved  all  my  armament  and  ammunition  and  have  forwarded 
them  to  Key  West.  I  have  this  day  appointed  J.  Nibbs  Brown,  esq 
police  magistrate,  an  agent  for  the  protection  of  all  Government  prop¬ 
erty  that  may  hereafter  be  saved  from  the  wreck,  with  instructions  to 
report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Key  West  for  further  instructions 
Ail  property  now  saved  I  shall  take  with  me  to  Key  West. 

I  had  already,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d 
January  1865,  informed  the  Department  through  my  commanding 

°.  cei  ^  Key  ^  of  the  loss  of  the  San  Jacinto,  with  attending 
circumstances.  s 

I  have  again  to  thank  you  for  your  prompt  tender  of  assistance,  but 
am  now  in  such  a  position  as  to  warrant  the  hope  that  I  shall  leave 

.re  to-morrow,  and  that  in  my  absence  the  interest  of  the  Government 
wiH  befully  protected  by  J.  Nibbs  Brown,  esq.,  police  magistrate, 
whom  1  beg  you  will  mention  particularly  to  his  excellencv  the  o-OVer- 
nor  and  state  that  J  have  requested  Mr.  Brown  to  act  for  me  as  a 
matter  of  necessity,  there  being  no  one  else  in  whom  1  could  intrust  so 
mpoitant  a  trust.  Mr.  Brown  feared  that  under  other  circumstances 
the  government  at  Nassau  might  object  to  his  acting  for  a  foreign 
power.  & 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Meade, 

Thos.  Kirkpatrick,  Esq.,  K  &  Nm»- 

TJ.  aS.  Consid,  Nassau,  New  Providence. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  complaining  of  lack  of 
international  comity  on  the  part  of  the  British  authorities  in  the  Bahamas. 

Navy  Department,  April  12,  1865. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  under  the  command  of  Captain  R.  YV. 
Meade,  having  been  recently  wrecked  on  a  reef  near  the  Island  of 
Abaco,  Bahamas,  Captain  ]\leade  deemed  it  expedient  to  avail  himself 
of  the  services  of  a  police  magistrate  of  Abaco,  named  J.  Nibbs  Brown, 
as  an  agent  for  supervising  the  affairs  of  the  wrecked  vessel  and  taki no- 
charge  of  the  property  saved  from  it. 

A  dispatch  received  by  the  Department  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Stribling,  commanding  the  East  Gulf  Squadron,  to  which  the  San 
Jacinto  was  attached,  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brown,  in 
which  he  states  that  “  his.  excellency  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas”  has 
directed  him  to  relinquish  the  agency  for  the  wrecked  vessel.  Mr. 
Brown  further  writes  to  Rear-Admiral  Stribling  in  these  words: 

The  emergency  or  necessity  connected  with  the  wreck  having  ceased,  it  will  not 
be  practicable  for  me  to  permit  one  of  your  armed  vessels  to  enter  this  port  for  the 
transmission  of  the  articles  in  warehouse.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  arrange 
for  their  transport  by  a  vessel  of  other  description.  Should  you  advise  it.  I  may  be 
able  to  procure  a  vessel  here  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
the  British  authority  in  the  Bahamas,  which  wears  the  appearance  of 
an  unnecessary  departure  from  international  comity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Report  of  Captain  Meade,  B.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  expenses  of  sending  a  vessel  to  the 

scene  of  the  wreck. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  A pril  If  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  examination  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  between  Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 
commandingEast  Gulf  BlockadingSquadron;  James  Nibbs  Brown,  esq., 
police  magistrate,  Abaco,  Bahamas,  and  myself,  in  reference  to  the 
expenses  incurred  in  dispatching  a  vessel  from  Green  Turtle  Cay,  the 
scene  of  the  wreck  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  conveying  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  disaster  to  the  U.  S.  consul  and  to  the  governor  of  the 
Bahamas  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  in  relation  thereto  I  respect¬ 
fully  submit  the  following  statement: 

The  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  grounded  upon  the  reef  off  Green  Turtle 
Cay,  Bahamas,  at  nearly  1  o’clock  a.  m.,  January  1,  1865.  The  usual 
signs  of  distress  were  exhibited,  and  were  answered  some  time  after 
daylight  by  the  appearance  on  board  of  James  Nibbs  Brown,  esq., 
police  magistrate  of  Abaco,  at  great  risk  to  himself,  resulting  in  serious 
injury  to  his  leg  and  foot,  from  which  he  is  suffering. 

Finding  that  there  was  no  hope  of  saving  the  ship,  he  returned  to 
the  shore. 

During  the  night  and  following  morning  the  weather  forbade  any 
approach  to  the  San  Jacinto ,  and  Mr.  Brown,  having  no  opportunity 
to  consult  with  me,  took  the  responsibility  of  dispatching  a  vessel  to 
Nassau  with  letters  to  the  U.  S.  consul  and  governor  relating  to  the 
wreck.  The  governor  immediately  sent  a  British  vessel. of  war  to  our 
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assistance,  the  Medea ,  Captain  D’Arcy  Preston,  R.  N.  I  did  not  desire 
at  any  time  to  communicate  with  Nassau,  and  hence  did  not  avail 
myself  of  the  advantages  offered  by  the  officials  there.  The  aid  ten¬ 
dered  me  might  have  been  of  the  utmost  value  earlier,  but  circum¬ 
stances  were  such  (the  ship  having  bilged)  as  to  render  it  too  late  and 
make  me  independent  of  any  such  tender.  The  expense  incurred  was 
$300  in  gold,  which,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  1  trust  will  be 
paid  by  our  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Meade, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  late  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Charges  and  specifications  of  charges  preferred  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  against 
Richard  W.  Meade,  a  captain  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Navy  Department,  January  J,  1866. 

Charge  1:  Violation  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  seventh  article  of 
the  rules  for  the*  better  government  of  the  Navy. 

_  Specification:  In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  the  said  Captain  Richard  W.  Meade, 
at  that  time  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  then  cruising  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Elbow  Key,  so  called,  did  negligently  and  inat¬ 
tentively  give  the  orders  and  direct  and  command  the  navigation  of 
said  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  and  did  unlawfully  suffer  the  said  San  Jacinto, 
a  vessel  of  the  Navy,  to  be  run  upon  a  rock. 

Charge  2:  Culpable  inefficiency  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Specification:  In  this,  that  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  the  fore¬ 
going  specification  the  said  Captain  Richard  W.  Meade,  being  then  in 
command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  did,  through  culpable  inefficiency , 
fail  to  make  his  orders  for  the  navigation  of  the  vessel  intelligible  to 
those  to  whom  they  were  given,  and  did  fail  to  give  to  the  execution  of 
his  said  orders  that  personal  attention  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Finding  of  the  court. 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia, 
Saturday ,  February  10,  1866. 

The  court  met  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present, 
Captain  William  K.  Latimer,  president;  captains  Charles  Boarman, 
John  P.  Gillis,  Oliver  S.  Glisson;  commanders  T.  Darrah  Shaw,  John 
C.  Carter,  Edward  R.  Thomson,  members,  and  A.  Thomas  Smith  esq 
judge-advocate. 

Ihe  record  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Ihe  court  was  then  cleared,  and  after  full  and  mature  deliberation 
upon  the  charges  and  specifications,  the  evidence  adduced,  and  the 
defense  of  the  accused,  it  doth  find  that: 

Ihe  specification  of  the  first  charge  is  proven,  except  the  words 

give  the  orders  and.” 

And  the  said  Captain  Richard  W.  Meade  is  guilty  of  the  first  charge. 

The  specification  of  the  second  charge  is  proven,  except  the  words 

fail  to  make  his  orders  for  the  navigation  of  the  vessel  intelligible 
to  those  to  whom  they  were  given,  and  did.” 
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And  the  said  Captain  Richard  W.  Meade  is  guilty  of  the  second 
charge. 

And  the  court  doth  sentence  the  said  Captain  Richard  W.  Meade  to 
be  suspended  from  rank  and  command  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  the  court  would  remark  that,  from  a 
careful  review  of  all  the  evidence  in  this  case,  it  appears  that  the 
accused  did  not  exercise  proper  care  and  vigilance  in  the  navigation  of 
the  ship  in  the  vicinity  of  a  dangerous  coast  at  night,  in  not  keeping 
the  lead  going  when  running  for  the  land.  Acting  Master  [William  G.] 
W right,  the  navigating  officer,  proves  that  the  kedge  was  let  go  in  4 
fathoms  water,  80  or  100  fathoms  from  the  ship  after  she  struck;  and 
that  soundings  could  have  been  obtained  at  about  8  ship’s  lengths  from 
where  she  was  aground. 

Notwithstanding  the  state  of  the  weather  was  such  that  a  light  could 
have  been  seen  at  a  greater  distance  from  aloft  than  from  the  deck  of 
the  ship,  a  lookout  was  not  stationed  aloft;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
orders  were  given  to  the  officer  of  the  deck  or  to  any  of  the  look¬ 
outs  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  a  light-house,  nor  was  the  direction 
of  the  light-house  given.  The  position  of  the  ship  was  not  ascertained 
by  sights  for  the  chronometer  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1864,  although  it  appears  that  they  might  have  [been]  taken  up  to 
3  o’clock  p.  m.  The  speed  which  the  vessel  is  shown  to  have  made  by 
the  revolutions  of  the  engine,  as  testified  to  by  the  engineers  on  watch 
on  that  night  and  by  the  log,  would  not  have  brought  her  to  the.  reef 
if  the  position  indicated  on  the  chart  at  8  o’clock  p.  m.  of  that  day 
had  been  cori’ect,  as  from  the  testimony  of  Acting  Master  Wright  the 
ship  could  have  been  run  from  there  for  25  miles  on  a  S.  by  W.  course 
with  safety,  and  if  she  had  been  run  20  miles  she  would  then  have  been 
11  miles  from  the  point  of  danger.  It  further  appears  that  when  the 
accused  came  on  deck,  after  10  o’clock  on  that  night,  he  did  not  observe 
the  course  the  ship  was  heading  by  compass.  Either  the  commanding- 
officer  himself  or  one  of  the  masters  on  board  should  have  been  on  deck 
on  the  lookout  while  running  for  the  light  on  “Elbow  Key,”  especially 
when  from  the  dangerous  character  of  the  navigation  in  that  vicinity, 
as  testified  to  by  Acting  Master  Wright  before  the  court-martial  at 
Brooklyn,  where  he  swore  that  he  would  not  venture  himself  within 
20  miles  of  the  coast  in  the  night,  it  was  not  proper  that  the  vessel 
should  then  have  been  left  entirely  in  charge  of  an  acting  ensign  as 
officer  of  the  deck. 

W.  K.  Latimer, 

President  of  the  Court. 

Charles  A.  Boarman, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

John  P.  Gillis, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

T.  D.  Shaw, 

Commander ,  [  U.  S.  Navy]. 

J.  C.  Carter, 

Commander ,  [  U.  S.  Navy], 

E.  R.  Thomson, 

Commander,  [  U.  S.  Navy]. 


A.  Tiio.  Smith, 

Judge- Advocate. 
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Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  December  15,  1866. 

Sir:  The  unexpired  term  of  the  sentence  of  a  naval  general  court- 
martial  in  your  case  is  this  day  remitted,  and  you  will  consider  your¬ 
self  on  Avaiting  orders. 

V ery  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 


Captain  Richard  W.  Meade, 

Washington ,  D.  G. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling , 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  January  9,  1865. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac ,  Acting  Master  William  Earle,  and 
Spirea ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  E.  Nelson,  have  been  ordered 
to  Ivey  West  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Squadron.  The  U.  S.  S. 
Hibiscus ,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Martine,  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  5th  instant  under  similar  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Aeting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

January  16,  1865. 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  January  16,  1865. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

3 

Beauregard . 

Schooner . . . 

Ac.tg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin . 

2 

Clyde . 

Steamer .... 

Dale . 

Ship . 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

5 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Bark . 

6 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son. 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt,  C.  H.  Rockwell _ 

4 

Honduras . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

2 

Honeysuckle ... 

Steam  tug  . . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . 

5 

Iuka . 

Steamer .... 

9 

Ino . 

Ship . 

Actg.  A7ol.  Lt.  C.  A.  French . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  A'ol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees.. 

4 

.Tas.  L.  Davis _ 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold  . . . 

5 

Magnolia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . . . 

2 

Marigold . 

Steam  tug  . . 
Schooner . . . 

3 

Matthew  Vassar 

Actg.  Ensign  Lauritz  Wold . 

8 

Midnight . . . 

Bark . 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer  .... 

2 

O.H.Lee . 

Schooner . . . 

D 

Proteus . 

Steamer  .... 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt 

7 

Pursuit . 

Bark . 

7 

Restless . 

. do . 

Actg.  ATol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall*. . . 

14 

San  Jacinto  .... 

Steam  sloop. 

Capt.  R.  AV.  Meade . 

7 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat  .. 
Steamer  .... 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Actg.  A-7ol.  Lt.  J.  Sherrill  . . . 

2 

Sunflower  .... 

Steam  tug  . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring _ 

10 

Tallapoosa  . . . 

Steamer  .... 

Lt.  Comdr.  ,J.  E.  DeHaven  .  . 

1 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Ordnance  ship,  Key  AVest. 
Apalachicola. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

St.  Marks. 

Wreck  of  San  Jacinto. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Key  West,  repairing. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Cruising  off  St.  Marks. 

St.  Joseph's  Bay. 

Wreck  of  the  San  Jacinto. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Key  West. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Cruising  between  Anclote 
Keys  and  Suwanee  River. 
St.  Marks. 

Key  West,  repairing. 

Indian  River. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

AA’reeked  off  "No  Name 
Cay.” 

Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Apalachicola. 

Cruising  on  Bahama  Banks. 
Guard  ship,  Key  West. 


♦Absent  on  leave;  vessel  in  charge  of  Acting  Master.  H.  B.  Carter. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  January  16,  1865—  Cont’d. 

TENDERS. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached — 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

1 

Annie . 

Schooner . 

Restless . 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  W.  Wells. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

1 

Ariel . 

- do . 

Ino . . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon . 

Tampa,  cruising. 

2 

Fox . 

—  do . 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son. 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess  . . 

St.  Marks,  cruising. 

i 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  S.  II. 
Pickles. 

Guard  vessel  Boca 
Chica. 

i 

Sea  Bird .... 

Schooner . 

Ino . 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Robbins 

Tampa,  cruising. 

St.  Marks,  cruising. 

1 

Stonewall  .. 

- do . 

Clyde . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell _ 

1 

Two  Sisters . 

- do . 

Ino . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . 

Key  West,  repairing. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  regarding  result  of  expedition  from  the  IT.  S.  bark  Midnight , 
in  Apalachicola  Riven' . 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  6,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Acting-  Master  Wells  of  an 
expedition  from  the  Midnight  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  a  steamer 
on  the  Chattahoochee  Iiiver,  and  though  it  did  not  succeed  in  captur¬ 
ing  the  vessel,  it  was  otherwise  successful  in  capturing  16  soldiers 
and  bringing  off  13  contrabands  without  any  loss  of  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Bark  Midnight, 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  January  29,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  following  report  of  an 
expedition  sent  from  this  ship  in  command  of  Acting  Master  Charles 
H.  Cadieu,  accompanied  by  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  W.  Avery, 
Acting  Ensign  W.  H.  Grubb,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  R.  Mitchell, 
with  the  launch,  howitzer,  and  second  cutter,  containing  30  armed 
men.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  capture  the  steamer  that 
runs  from  Columbus,  Ga.,  to  Ricoes  [Rickoe’sJ  Bluff,  with  supplies 
for  the  Confederate  Army.  The  details  of  the  expedition  I  state  here¬ 
under  as  given  to  me  by  Acting  Master  Charles  H.  Cadieu.  They  are 
as  follows: 

On  the  16th  instant,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  at  2  p.  m.  I  left 
the  ship  with  the  expedition,  taking  young  man  Parker  (refugee)  as 
pilot.  I  proceeded  up  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  and  at  10:30  p.  m.  landed  at 
Barge  Bluff,  situated  on  Wretappo  Creek,  1  mile  from  the  head  of 
East  Bay.  Here  we  encamped  for  the  night,  and  at  daylight  on  the 
following  morning  proceeded  up  the  Wetappo.  At  8  a,  m.  we  arrived 
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at  the  lagoon,  where  I  concealed  the  launch.  Transferring  the  howitzer 
and  ammunition  to  the  second  cutter,  I  sent  it  up  the  creek  to  what  is 
known  as  the  old  salt  house.  I  proceeded  by  land  with  the  balance  of 
the  party,  and  reached  the  salt  house  at  noon  on  the  17th  instant.  Here 
I  was  joined  by  three  deserters,  who  met  me  by  a  previous  appoint¬ 
ment.  Having  sent  a  party  to  guard  the  old  telegraph  road,  which 
the  rebel  cavalry  were  said  to  patrol,  1  started  in  company  with  one 
of  the  deserters,  by  the  name  of  Tate,  for  the  house  of  his  father,  who  is  a 
strong  Union  man.  I  procured  from  him  a  wagon  and  two  yoke  of  oxen, 
so  as  to  transport  the  second  cutter  across  the  country  to  the  Chipola 
River.  I  then  returned  to  the  salt  house,  where  I  arrived  at  11  p.  in. 
At  5  a.  m.  I  got  the  boat  ready  for  transportation,  and  at  8  o’clock  we 
started.  The  road  running  from  the  salt  house  to  White’s  Bluff  was 
in  a  very  bad  condition,  so  that  our  progress  was  slow.  We  arrived 
at  the  Bluff  at  10  p.  m.,  a  distance  of  11  miles.  The  Chipola  enters 
the  Apalachicola  20  miles  below  White’s  Bluff;  but  8  miles  above  the 
bluff  there  is  a  cut-off  which  connects  with  the  Apalachicola. 

At  daylight  we  took  in  the  pickets  from  the  old  Telegraph  road, 
and,  having  embarked  part  of  the  men  in  the  second  cutter  and  the 
remainder  in  canoes,  we  proceeded  up  the  river.  We  landed  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Whitehard,  whose  son  was  with  us,  and  remained  there 
for  the  day  and  night.  I  here  found  a  runaway  negro  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  country  and  who  promised  to  be  our  guide.  At 
3  p.  m.  1  started  for  the  house  of  Mr.  Caraway  to  get  information  in 
regard  to  a  steamer  said  to  ply  in  the  Apalachicola  between  Chatta 
hoochee  and  Ricoes  [Rickoe’s]  Bluff  and  which  I  was  hoping  to  cap¬ 
ture.  I  remained  there  the  night  and  returned  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th.  At  2  p.  m.  we  embarked  and  proceeded  through  the  cut-off  into 
the  Apalachicola.  The  river  being  very  high  and  weather  rainy,  we 
made  slow  progress.  At  8  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Atkin’s  Landing  and 
encamped  for  the  night.  At  10  a.  m.  on  the  21st  we  reembarked  and 
kept  up  the  river  to  a  place  which  I  learned  from  our  guide  was  suit¬ 
able  for  concealment.  Here  the  fields  were  overflown  to  a  depth  of  3 
and  4  feet.  Accordingly  we  took  the  boat  and  canoes  across  the  field 
behind  a  clump  of  trees,  where  they  were  concealed  from  the  river. 
Leaving  a  guard  in  the  boats,  I  proceeded  with  the  remainder  of  the 
party  along  a  high  ridge  about  a  mile  and  selected  a  very  dense  place 
for  our  camp.  At  1  p.  m.  I  left  the  camp  with  two  men  and  the 
guide  to  reconnoiter  the  vicinity  of  Ricoes  [Rickoe’s]  Bluff,  7  miles 
distant.  We  went  up  the  Apalachicola  2  miles  and,  turning  into  the 
Florida  River,  proceeded  to  the  junction  of  the  Wepaluxet  Creek;  pro¬ 
ceeding  up  the  creek  5  miles,  we  landed  at  a  place  1  mile  in  the  rear 
of  Rickoe’s  Bluff.  On  the  bluff  is  the  residence  of  a  planter  named 
Nixon.  My  guide,  being  acquainted  with  all  the  negroes  on  the  plan¬ 
tation,  called  out  one  that  was  deemed  trustworthy,  and  from  him  I 
received  the  following  information,  viz:  That  the  steamer  was  expected 
daily  and  that  there  was  a  picket  of  13  men  at  the  bluff,  commanded 
by  a  lieutenant.  I  approached  so  close  to  the  picket  station  as  to  be 
able  to  see  the  sentinel  on  duty  and  ascertain  where  the  guard  slept. 
I  then  returned  to  the  camp,  arriving  at  lip.  m.  We  remained  in 
camp  during  the  following  <kvy  and  night.  On  the  23d  at  2  p.  m.  we 
embarked,  and  at  5  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  an  old  gin  house  on  the  banks 
of  the  Wepaluxet  Creek,  1^  miles  from  Rickoe’s  Bluff.  Here  we 
remained  through  the  night,  intending  to  return  to  our  encampment 
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the  following  day  if  the  steamer  did  not  arrive  that  night.  At  7  p.  m. 
on  the  24th  a  little  negro  girl  came  in  sight  of  our  picket,  and,  being 
frightened,  ran  away,  contrary  to  our  orders  to  stop.  Seeing  that  we 
were  discovered,  I  immediately  held  a  consultation  with  the  officers. 
V\  e  concluded  that  the  best  course  to  pursue  under  the  circumstances 
was  to  capture  the  pickets  and  return.  Accordingly  at  dusk  we  started 
for  the  camp,  which  is  about  a  mile  from  the  bluff.  Arriving  in  sight 
of  the  camp  fires,  we  halted  and  concealed  ourselves  until  about  8  p.  m., 
when  everything  seemed  favorable  for  the  attack.  After  stationing  5 
men  as  pickets  to  prevent  any  escape,  I  divided  the  remainder  of  the 
party  into  four  squads,  each  under  command  of  an  officer,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  quietly  surround  the  houses  that  had  lights  and  fires  in  them. 
In  this  way  we  charged  together  upon  the  houses,  burst  open  the 
doors,  and  took  everyone  prisoner  without  firing  a  gun.  We  captured 
here  1  lieutenant,  1  sergeant,  and  3  privates;  also  10  horses,  8  car¬ 
bines,  2  shotguns,  1  musket,  and  1  rifle.  Leaving  our  prisoners  under 
guard,  we  started  for  the  bluff,  where  a  picket  of  4  men  was  stationed. 
At  the  same  time  Mr.  Grubb  with  4  men  surrounded  the  house  of  Mr. 
Nixon  and  succeeded  in  capturing  his  son,  who  is  a  sergeant  in  Smith’s 
cavalry  company,  he  being  home  at  the  time  on  a  furlough.  With 
the  remainder  of  the  party  I  captured  the  picket  at  the  bluff.  We 
then  returned  to  the  camp  with  our  prisoners.  Leaving  the  camp, 
Dr.  Avery,  myself,  and  a  boy  as  guide  started  for  a  house  a  mile  and  a 
half  distant,  where  we  captured  the  only  remaining  picket  at  the  station. 
Returning  to  the  camp,  we  remained  there  until  daylight,  when  we  left 
for  the  bluff.  Here  upwards  of  30  negroes,  men,  women,  and  child¬ 
ren,  were  collected,  desiring  to  go  with  us.  On  the  bluff  was  a  Gov¬ 
ernment  storehouse  containing  a  large  quantity  of  corn,  which  I 
destroyed  by  fire.  Embarking  all  the  prisoners  and  negroes,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  creek,  taking  the  precaution  to  remove  all  boats  at 
Rickoe’s  Bluff  and  on  the  creek,  to  prevent  pursuit.  I  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  horses,  having  no  means  of  transporting  them  across  the 
river.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  I  sent  Mr.  Grubb  with 
the  negroes  and  prisoners  down  the  river  to  White’s  Bluff.  Taking 
4  men,  I  started  for  Freeman’s,  a  planter,  who  owned  about  a  dozen 
negroes.  I  arrived  there  at  4  p.  m.  and  took  every  negro  on  his  plan¬ 
tation,  also  one  rifle  and  one  double-barreled  fowling  piece.  I  imme¬ 
diately  proceeded  down  the  river  to  White’s  Bluff,  arriving  on  the 
following  morning  at  9:30  a.  m.  I  found  that  Mr.  Grubb  had  sent 
the  prisoners  and  negroes  across  the  country  toward  the  salt  house, 
keeping  a  boat’s  crew  with  him  at  the  bluff.  Procuring  a  team  from 
Mr.  Tate  to  transport  the  baggage,  I  sent  the  remainder  of  the  negroes 
across  the  country.  I  then  ordered  Mr.  Grubb  to  proceed  down  the 
river  with  the  second  cutter  and  a  crew  of  11  men  to  capture  a 
picket  of  0  men  which  was  stationed  at  old  Fort  Gadsden,  and  proceed 
down  the  river  and  report  to  blockading  vessel  at  Apalachicola  Bay 
and  return  to  the  Midnight  along  the  coast.  I  then  returned  to  the 
salt  house  and  down  the  creek  to  the  place  where  the  launch  was  con¬ 
cealed.  Here  1  encamped  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th 
1  sent  the  contrabands  down  the  creek  in  charge  of  Mr.  Mitchell  with 
orders  to  land  them  at  Barge  Bluff.  The  prisoners  were  sent  down  to 
the  ship  in  charge  of  Dr.  Avery  with  orders  to  report  to  you  to  send 
back  the  launch  in  tow  of  the  first  cutter.  I  remained  at  the  salt  house 
with  two  men  to  forward  the  baggage  to  the  bluff,  where  I  arrived  on 
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the  morning  of  the  28th.  At  5  p.  m.  the  launch  and  first  cutter  arrived 
from  the  ship.  At  6  p.  m.  we  embarked  and  proceeded  to  the  ship, 
where  we  arrived  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  29th. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  expedition  of  Acting  Ensign 
W.  H.  Grubb  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Acting  Master 
Charles  H.  Cadieu,  in  Apalachicola  River: 

U.  S.  S.  Midnight, 

St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla.,  January  81,  1865. 

Sir:  Id  obedience  to  Mr.  Cadieu’s  orders,  I  left  White’s  Bluff  at  1:30  p.  m.  of  the 
26th  instant  in  the  second  cutter  with  a  crew  of  11  men.  Passing  down  the  Chipola 
River  through  Gum  Swamp,  I  arrived  at  Fort  Gadsden  shortly  after  dark,  a  distance 
of  35  miles.  Having  been  informed  that  the  jacket  was  in  the  habit  of  staying  in  a 
scow  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  I  took  in  my  oars  about  2  miles  above  the  fort  and 
drifted  silently  down  the  stream,  having  hands  ready  with  boat  hooks  to  grapple  as 
we  came  alongside.  But  no  scow  was  there,  it  having  sunk  about  two  weeks  before. 
Having  drifted  past  the  fort,  I  landed  my  party  one-half  mile  below  and  attempted 
to  march  up,  but  was  stopped  by  a  wide,  deep  creek,  which  we  could  not  cross. 
Embarking  my  party  again  and  muffling  the  oars,  pulled  up  the  river  about  1  mile 
and  landed  at  Brick  Yard  Bluff.  Moving  quickly  across  the  fields,  we  captured  the 
sentry,  and,  entering  the  guardhouse,  found  a  sergeant  and  one  man,  which  was 
all  that  were  on  the  station  at  that  time,  three  men  having  permission  to  pass  the 
night  at  their  homes.  Taking  the  three  prisoners  and  their  arms,  we  went  to  the 
house  of  a  Mrs.  Buckles  and  encamped  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  At  8  a.  m. 
of  the  27th  I  started  for  the  house  of  a  man  named  Wellington,  5  miles  down  the 
river.  As  we  approached  the  house  he  started  for  the  woods  and  escaped.  I  secured 
his  carbine,  shot  his  horse,  and  started  for  a  place  called  Bloody  Bluff,  where  two 
men  lived,  belonging  to  the  same  company.  We  found  them  at  home  and  took  them 
and  their  arms.  At  1:30  p.  m.  we  started  for  the  blockade  at  Apalachicola.  Arriv¬ 
ing  at  10  p.  in.,  I  reported  immediately  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  com¬ 
manding  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry,  who  ordered  the  U.  S.  S.  Sunflmuer  to  take  us  to 
St.  Andrew’s  Bay.  We  left  West  Pass  at  4:30  p.  m.  of  the  29th  instant  and  arrived 
at  8  a.  m.  next  morning,  bringing  5  prisoners  and  6  stand  of  arms. 

The  result  of  the  above  expeditions  are  briefly  this,  viz:  The 
capture  of  1  lieutenant,  3  sergeants,  12  privates,  and  19  stand  of 
arms,  besides  bringing  away  43  contrabands  and  destroying  a  govern¬ 
ment  storehouse  which  contained  150  bushels  of  corn  belonging  to  the 
Confederate  Government.  1  would  further  state  that  1  can  not  speak 
too  highly  of  the  officers  and  men  (without  exception)  belonging  to 
this  ship  for  their  bravery  and  the  amount  of  good  judgment  shown 
on  their  numerous  expeditions. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  C.  Wells, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  Officer. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Bey  West ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
report  regarding  the  probable  loss  of  the  U.  S.  tender  Annie. 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  January  26,  1865. 
Sir:  The  schooner  Annie,  tender,  left  here  on  the  30th  day  of 
December  for  Charlotte  Harbor  for  blockade  service  at  that  place. 
Since  then  she  has  not  been  heard  of  and  I  fear  she  has  been  lost. 
The  wreck  of  a  schooner  was  seen  near  Cape  Roman  several  days  since. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  along  the  coast  to  discover  the  crew,  as  they 
may  have  leached  shore  after  the  vessel  was  lost.  1  enclose  herewith 
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a  copy  of  Acting  Master  Carter’s  report  giving  information  of  the 
probable  loss  of  the  Annie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Hear -Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 
Charlotte  Harbor ,  Fla. ,  January  20,  1865. 

feiiu  I  ha\  e  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  Monday, 
the  16th  instant.  I  found  the  schooner  Ariel  here  from  Tampa  Bay, 
with  refugees  for  Fort  Myers.  Having  no  means  of  transportation 
at  my  disposal  but  the  ship’s  boats,  I  accordingly  armed  and  manned 
the  first  cutter  next  morning  and  sent  them  down  under  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  Alex.  Hinckley. 

The  first  cutter  returned  to-day  (20th)  and  Mr.  Hinckley  reported 
to  me  that  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Matchless ,  lying  at  Point  Rosa 
[Punta  Rasa  ?],  informed  him  “that  about  12  miles  to  the  northward 
of  Cape  Roman  he  passed  the  wreck  of  a  schooner  with  her  mainmast 
gone  and  foremast  broken,  and  that  night  he  saw  a  large  fire  ashore.” 

The  wreck  I  concluded  to  be  that  of  the  schooner  Annie ,  which  left 
Key  West  for  this  port  about  two  weeks  ago.  I  again  and  immedi¬ 
ately  armed,  manned,  and  provisioned  the  first  cutter,  under  charge  of 
Acting  Ensign  Alex.  Hinckley,  to  ascertain  if  my  surmises  were 
correct,  and,  if  so,  to  render  assistance  or  succor  to  those  of  her  sur¬ 
vivors  that  might  need  it. 

Captain  [Jonathan  W.]  Childs,  commanding-  post  at  Fort  Myers, 
informs  me  of  his  intention  of  sending  a  party  across  to  Cape  Roman. 

Hoping  my  action  in  this  matter  may  meet  with  your  approval, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  B.  Carter, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
cruises  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Isonomia  in  the  vicinity  of  Nassau  and  the 
Bahama  Banks. 

No.  23.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  January  27 ,  1865. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  October  last.  The 
Isonomia  was  immediately  withdrawn  from  the  blockade  at  West  Pass, 
and  has  since  made  two  unsuccessful  cruises  in  the  vicinity  of  Nassau 
and  the  Bahama  Banks.  In  both  cruises  blockade  runners  were  chased 
and  escaped  by  superior  speed  or  running  within  neutral  territory.  In 
both  cruises  much  of  the  time  was  spent  under  shelter  of  the  cays  in 
the  Bahama  Banks,  and  it  was  only  when  the  weather  was  moderate 
she  could  keep  the  open  sea.  On  her  last  cruise  the  Isonomia  received 
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considerable  damage  to  her  sponsons  and  wheelhouses.  Having 
received  information  from  the  consul-general  at  Havana  that  a  steamer 
was  about  to  attempt  to  enter  the  port  of  St.  Marks,  I  dispatched  the 
Isonomia  to  cruise  near  that  place  in  the  hope,  with  her  speed  in 
smooth  water  the  vessel  might  be  captured.  Upon  her  return  from 
this  service  she  will  have  to  be  repaired.  The  inability  of  the  Isonomia 
to  keep  the  sea  in  rough  weather,  and  taking  shelter  under  the  cays  on 
the  Bahama  Banks,  and  want  of  speed  except  in  very  smooth  sea,  ren¬ 
der  her,  in  my  judgment,  unfit  for  the  service  for  which  she  was 
intended  by  the  Department.  The  authorities  of  the  Bahamas  find 
fault  with  our  vessels  (the  Isonomia  is  the  only  one)  seeking  shelter 
under  the  cays  in  bad  weather  and  ready  to  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  wind  and  weather  to  chase  vessels  bound  to  or  from  Nassau.  Her 
light  draft  of  water  and  the  vicinity  of  harbors  will  make  her  a  useful 
vessel  near  St.  Marks  and  Cedar  Keys. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  /A  G. 


Capture  of  British  schooners  Augusta  and  Fannie  McRae ,  off  Cedar 
Keys ,  January  17  and  2 3 , 1865, 

Report  of  Acting  Real-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

No.  24.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  January  30,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooners  Augusta 
and  Fannie  McRae  (both  British  vessels)  while  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade;  the  former  by  the  Honeysuckle  on  the  17th  instant  and  the 
latter  on  the  23d  instant  by  the  Fox ,  a  tender  to  the  Hendrick  Hudson. 
I  enclose  herewith  reports  of  the  captures  and  prize  lists. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Iv.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Russell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle,  regarding 

the  capture  of  schooner  Augusta. 

U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  January  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  receiving  information  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  instant  from  a  Union  refugee  that  a  suspicious 
looking  boat  containing  5  men  had  boarded  him  about  20  miles  up  the 
coast,  representing  themselves  as  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Honduras , 
and  wishing  him  to  come  with  them  and  pilot  her  into  the  Suwanee 
River,  as  they  were  after  two  blockade  runners,  supposed  to  be  there, 
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and  also  that  the  steamer  was  lying  about  5  miles  to  the  northward 
theni  a  ln*orann£  °f  his  ignorance  of  the  channel,  he  left 

Communicating  this  intelligence  to  me,  I  at  once  dispatched  Acting 
Cnsign  Charles  N.  Hall,  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Charles 
Li.  label’ 'with  two  armed  boats  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  vessel 
After  a  toilsome  pull  of  over  seven  hours,  on  the  afternoon 
01  tue  17th  instant,  they  succeeded  in  overhauling  a  schooner  at  the 
entrance  to  Suwanee  River,  endeavoring  to  enter  the  river  by  the 
west  channel.  She  proved  to  be  the  English  schooner  Augusta ,  55 
tons,  Jerome  Lakin,  master,  from  Havana,  January  3,  with  a  clearance 
tor  IVlatamoras.  The  crew  consisted  of  six  men,  captain  included,  who 
all  acknowledged  that  they  were  endeavoring  to  violate  the  blockade. 

lhe  cargo  consists  of  pig  lead,  flour,  gunny  cloth,  and  coffee. 

lhe  lead  was  consigned  to  Edward  Hobard,  special  agent  of  War 
Department,  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

The  customary  papers  were  all  captured  on  the  schooner,  with  the 
exception  of  the  register. 

A  small  portion  of  the  cargo  was  thrown  overboard  to  lighten  the 
vessel,  previous  to  the  capture. 

There  were  no  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

Owing^  to  the  intricacy  of  the  channel,  and  unfavorable  weather, 
Acting  Ensign  Hall  was  unable  to  reach  this  place  with  the  schooner 
until  the  21st  instant. 


I  send  the  prize  schooner  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  Charles  N.  Hall,  with  6  men  as  a  prize  crew,  also  the 
master  and  mate  as  the  required  witnesses.  The  remaining  4  of  the 
schooner’s  crew  I  retain  for  passage  to  Key  West  by  the  first  naval 
conveyance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  J.  Russell, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Forwarded. 


C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Off  St.  Marks ,  Fla. ,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Fannie  McRae ,  on  the  23d  instant,  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  Fox,  a  tender 
to  this  ship.  Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  capturing 
officer,  with  a  prize  list  containing  the  names  of  those  entitled  to  a  share. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  Rockwell, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  Schooner  (Tender)  Fox, 

Off  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  January  35,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  23d  instant,  at  meridian, 
while  cruising  between  St.  Marks  and  Deadman’s  Ba\r,  I  discovered 
a  schooner  at  anchor,  near  the  mouth  of  Warrior  River,  bearing 
E.  N.  E.  I  immediately  steered  in  that  direction,  and  at  2  p.  m. 
anchored  near  her.  On  boarding  her  she  proved  to  be  the  British 
schooner  Fannie  McRae,  from  Havana,  cleared  from  Matamoras,  with 
an  assorted  cargo.  As  the  captain  acknowledged  that  he  was  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  run  the  blockade  into  the  Aucilla  River,  I  have  taken  possession 
of  her  and  brought  her  to  this  station  as  a  prize.  Herewith  are  all 
the  papers  found  on  board  of  her.  At  the  time  of  capture  she  was 
within  3  miles  of  the  shore. 

Respectfully, 

F.  Burgess, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  French,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  ship  Ino,  regarding  expedition  to  Manatee  River  for 
the  capture  of  cotton  and  sugar. 

U.  S.  Ship  Ino, 

Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  January  31, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  a  boat  loaded  with 
cotton  and  12  barrels  of  sugar  on  the  27th  instant,  under  the  following 
circumstances:  Having  received  information  from  reliable  persons 
that  a  certain  rebel  agent  residing  on  the  Manatee  River  had  Gov¬ 
ernment  stores  on  his  premises,  I  accordingly  proceeded  on  board 
tender  Ariel  and  one  armed  boat’s  crew  up  the  Manatee  River,  with 
the  design  also  to  destroy  a  small  salt  work. 

At  the  mouth  of  said  river  captured  a  boat  loaded  with  cotton,  which 
was  the  property  of  a  rebel  army  officer  named  Maloney,  of  which 
circumstance  I  had  previous  information.  After  the  capture  of  the 
boat,  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  one  called  McNeal,  who  being  then 
absent,  I  proceeded  to  examine  his  premises  and  found  12  barrels  of 
sugar,  which  his  wife  affirmed  belonged  to  the  rebel  Government,  and 
which,  with  the  captured  boat,  I  brought  to  this  vessel.  For  more 
minute  particulars  1  would  refer  you  to  my  reports*  of  the  expedition. 

The  captured  sugar  and  boat  I  will  forward  the  first  opportunity  to 
Key  West,  Fla. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  prize  list,  signed  by  the  paymaster  of  tills 
vessel  and  myself. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  A.  French, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


*Not  found. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

February  1 ,  1865. 


No.  26.] 


Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  February  1 ,  1865. 


Guns. 


Name. 


Class. 


3 

Beauregard  . . 

Schooner . . . 

Clyde . 

Steamer  .... 

Dale . 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat  . . 

5 

Gem  of  the  Sea . 

Bark . 

6 

Hendrick  Hud- 

Steamer  .... 

son. 

4 

Honduras . 

. do . 

2 

Honeysuckle . . . 

Tug . 

5 

Iuka . 

Steamer  .... 

9 

Ino . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer .... 

4 

Jas.  L.  Davis  ... 

Bark . 

6 

Magnolia . 

Steamer  .... 

8 

Midnight . 

2 

Marigold . 

Tug . 

3 

M.  Vassar . 

Schooner . . . 

4 

Nita . 

Steamer  .... 

2 

0.  H.  Lee . 

Schooner... 

11 

Proteus . 

Steamer .... 

7 

Pursuit . 

7 

Restless . 

7 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat . . 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Steamer .... 

2 

Sunflower . 

Tug . 

10 

Tallapoosa . 

Steamer .... 

1 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . . . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin  . . 

Actg.  Master  Cyrus  Sears . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Master  G.  H.  Leinas . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . 

Actg.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  C.  Rogers  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  A.  French _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees 
Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold  . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . . 

Actg.  Ensign  C.  F.  Palmer . 

Actg.  Master  G.  E.  Hill . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Master  0.  Thacher . . 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Sliufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Geo.  Taylor . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall  *. . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  John  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring . 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  E.  DeHaven . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock  . . . 


Present  duty  or  statfon. 


Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Apalachicola. 

Ordered  north  for  repairs. 
Ordered  to  Key  West  for 
repairs. 

No  Name  Key,  wreck  of 
San  Jacinto. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Havana,  repairing. 

Tampa  Bay. 

Key  West,  coaling. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Key  West,  repairing. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
Cruising  between  St.  Marks 
and  St.  George’s. 

Cruising  between  Anclote 
Keys  and  Suwanee  River. 
St.  Marks. 

Key  West,  repairing. 

Off  Indian  River. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 
Apalachicola 
St.  Marks. 

Apalachicola. 

Cruising  off  Bahamas. 

Guard  vessel,  Boca  Chica. 


*Absenton  leave;  vessel  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  H.  B.  Carter. 


TENDERS. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Duty  or  station. 

1 

Annie . 

Schooner . 

Restless . 

Actg.  Ensign  H.  W.  Wells . 

Supposed  to  be  lost. 

1 

Ariel . 

. do _ 

Ino . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  II.  Bacon . 

Tampa,  cruising. 

St.  Marks,  cruising. 

2 

Fox . 

. do - 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess. . . 

i 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  S.  II. 
Pickles. 

Guard  vessel,  Boca 
Chica. 

i 

Sea  Bird.... 

Schooner . 

Ino . 

Actg.  MasterE.  L.  Robbins 

Tampa,  cruising. 

St.  Marks,  cruising. 

i 

Stonewall .. 

. do _ 

Clyde . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell _ 

i 

Two  Sisters. 

Re’stless . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield . 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gidf  Blkdg,  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hill,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner 
Matthew  Vassar,  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  John  Hale,  of  St. 
Marks,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Matthew  Vassar, 

Off  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  f  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  John  Hale  on  the  3d  instant  after  a  sharp  chase  of  four  hours, 
iu  which  I  expended  33  shell.  I  first  saw  him  about  10  miles  offshore, 
and  9  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  Econfenee  River.  As  soon  as  he 
made  us  out  he  immediately  altered  his  course  to  the  southward, 
crowding  on  all  canvas.  I  boarded  him  in  29°  46'  north  latitude  and 
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84°  10'  west  longitude,  St.  Marks  light-house  bearing  N.,  distant  18 
miles.  The  boarding  officer  could  find  no  ship’s  paper.  The  vessel 
was  in  charge  of  the  mate,  a  citizen  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  who  said  that 
the  captain  and  supercargo  had  taken  the  papers  ashore  with  them 
early  in  the  morning  to  go  to  Tallahassee.  As  near  as  I  could  make 
out  these  men  were  landed  at  or  about  Point  Edwards.  The  cargo 
consists  mostly  of  lead,  blankets,  shelter  coverings,  and  rope.  For 
about  half  an  hour  before  she  was  boarded  the  crew  were  throwing 
overboard  what  I  think  must  have  been  arms.  I  could  find  nothing- 
floating.  I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  entitled  to 
share  in  the  said  prize. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  Hill, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tit  e  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  ■  Commander  Gibson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Mahaska ,  of  arrival  at  Key  West  for  duty  in  East  Gulf 

Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Mahaska, 

Key  West ,  February  f  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  this  morning, 
ten  days  from  Boston,  and  in  obedience  to  your  order  reported  to 
Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

We  had  rough  weather  in  crossing  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  a  strong 
N.  W.  gale,  with  a  large,  heavy,  combing  sea  between  Hatteras  and 
Bermuda.  I  ran  the  Mahaska  pretty  well  before  it,  and  she  shipped 
but  little  water  and  behaved  well  generally.  Being  a  double-ender, 
with  a  steering  apparatus  specially  adapted  to  river  service  and  deeply 
laden  with  her  armament  and  stores,  1  was  agreeably  surprised  to  fin'd 
her  a  fair  sea  boat,  and  think  the  fact  worth  mentioning  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Gibson, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Flem¬ 
ing ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore. 

Navy  Department,  February  6,  1865. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Sagamore  is  ready  proceed  with  her  to  Key 
West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling  for 
duty  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  E.  Fleming, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore ,  Philadelphia. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Stribling ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
account  of  the  finding  and  ra  ising  of  the  wreck  of  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Annie. 

N°-  31.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  February  8 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  informed  the  Department  on  the  27th  ultimo  of  the  probable 
loss  of  the  schooner  Annie ,  commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  H.  W. 
A  ells.  Orders  were  given  to  search  for  the  vessel,  and  1  now  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  II.  Rockwell, 
commanding  the  Hendrick  Hudson ,  giving  a  full  account  of  the  finding 
of  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  and  its  condition.  From  the  account  of 
Lieutenant  Rockwell,  I  think  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Annie 
was  accidentally  blown  up.  I  have  ordered  the  accounts  of  the  crew 
of  the  Annie  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  and  will  forward 
to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  crew  as  soon  as  received  from  the  Rest¬ 
less,  where  the  accounts  were  kept. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hendrick  Hudson, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  February  7,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my 
command  in  this  port,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  21st  ultimo. 
Upon  being  relieved  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes ,  and  after  turn¬ 
ing  over  to  her  paymaster  the  accounts  of  the  O.  H.  Lee  and  Fox,  I 
took  the  mails  brought  up  by  the  Stars  and  Stripes  to  West  Pass,  and 
having  received  the  mails  for  Key  West  from  the  vessels  on  that  sta¬ 
tion  left  there,  after  laying  six  hours  on  the  2d  instant.  On  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  being  oft'  Charlotte  Harbor,  I  ran  in  to  ascertain  if 
anything  had  been  heard  from  the  ill-fated  schooner  Annie  and  to  get 
the  mails  from  the  Restless.  I  was  there  informed  that  the  mast  of  a 
vessel  had  been  seen  oft  Cape  Roman.  Leaving  Charlotte  Harbor  the 
same  day,  I  ran  as  far  as  Malco  Inlet  [Marco  Pass?]  and  anchored  at 
midnight.  On  the  5th  I  again  weighed  anchor,  and,  with  a  smooth  sea 
and  very  favorable  circumstances,  succeeded  at  1  p.  m.  in  discovering 
the  mast  referred  to  in  6  fathoms  of  water,  Cape  Roman  bearing  N.  E. 
by  N.,  distant  about  10  miles.  I  immediately  hauled  the  bow  of  this' 
ship  alongside  of  the  mast,  and  with  such  means  as  I  possessed  suc¬ 
ceeded  at  11  p.  m.  in  raising  the  wreck  sufficiently  to  bring  her  bow 
out  of  water  and  identify  her  as  the  Annie,  and  discovered  her  condi¬ 
tion.  The  catastrophe  by  which  she  was  wrecked  is  still  a  mystery, 
and  unless  her  crew  have  been  saved  1  fear  must  remain  so.  From 
her  foremast  aft  her  deck  is  entirely  gone,  with  the  exception  of  the 
port  side  of  the  trunk  cabin  aft.  From  just  abaft  the  fore  rigging,  on 
the  starboard  side,  she  is  entirely  gone — deck,  bottom,  timbers,  and 
everything  from  the  keel  out  being  completely  cut  off,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  or  three  of  her  floor  timbers.  No  vestige  of  her  mainmast 
or  the  sail  could  be  discovered,  not  even  the  stump.  The  pole  of  the 
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main  topmast  was  found  fast  to  the  jib  stay,  the  pennant  halyards  being 
wound  around  it  with  the  toggle  and  head  of  the  pennant.  On  the 
port  side,  from  the  fore  rigging  aft,  her  rail  was  entirely  gone,  but  I 
think  her  plank-sheer  was  whole  on  that  side  as  far  as  the  cabin.  A 
more  complete  wreck  could  scarcely  be  imagined.  Everything  that 
could  be  found  was  saved.  Her  gun  could  not  be  discovered,  and  I 
am  satisfied  was  not  on  board.  The  foresail  and  everything  connected 
with  it  was  gone.  I  procured  her  anchors  and  chains  with  the  jib  and 
a  few  other  articles — a  list  of  which  I  enclose  and  which  I  hold  subject 
to  your  order.  An  octant  in  its  case  was  found  with  the  chains  for¬ 
ward.  On  the  6th,  at  9  a.  m.,  finding  that  nothing  more  could  be 
saved,  -I  caused  the  wreck  to  be  hung  by  the  mast,  and  cutting  the 
rigging  as  far  down  as  it  could  be  got  at  the  mast  drew  out  and  was 
saved,  and  the  ill-fated  schooner  sank  in  6  fathoms  of  water.  With 
the  grapnels  and  other  appliances  the  whole  hull  w^as  felt  over  to 
ascertain  if  any  of  the  bodies  of  the  crew  could  be  discovered,  but 
nothing  was  found  except  some  clothing  and  bedding.  Nothing  could 
be  found  to  throw  any  light  on  the  manner  of  her  loss.  As  1  dis¬ 
covered  her  no  vessel  could  have  run  her  down  and  injure  her  to  the 
extent  seen  by  a  single  blow,  although  much  may  have  washed  off 
from  her  since  her  loss.  From  all  I  could  see  I  think  she  must  have 
been  blown  up,  and  can  account  for  it  in  no  other  way. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  Rockwell, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Mar  tine.  U.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  77.  S.  S.  . Hibiscus ,  of  arrival  at  Key  West ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Hibiscus, 

Key  West ,  February  11 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  under  my 
command  at  this  port  last  evening,  from  New  York  via  Port  Royal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  L.  Martine, 

Acting  Volunteer)'  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Letter  .from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the  transfer  to  the  Confederate 
Governmwit  of  the  ram  Stonewall. 

Navy  Department,  February  11 ,  1865. 
Sir:  The  Department  hastens  to  advise  you  that  information  has 
been  received  of  the  transfer  to  the  rebels  of  the  ram  built  at  Bordeaux. 

The  dispatch  from  the  consul  at  Nantes,  communicating  this  infor¬ 
mation,  is  dated  the  28th  ultimo.  The  ram  was  then  at  the  island  of 
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Houat  and  preparing  to  leave  immediately.  Her  destination  is  doubt¬ 
less  .some  point  on  our  coast,  and  it  behooves  you  to  be  prepared  against 
surprise,  as  she  is  represented  to  be  formidable  and  capable  of  inflict¬ 
ing  serious  injury. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Block, dy.  Sq  uadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla 


Beport  of  Acting  Bear- Admired  Stribling ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
capture  of  the  schooner  John  Ilale ,  near  St.  Marks ,  Fla. 

No.  33.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  February  13 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  schooner  John  Hale , 
under  English  colors,  was  captured  near  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  on  the  3d 
instant,  while  trying  to  run  the  blockade,  by  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Matthew  Vassar. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  destruction  of  a  rebel  salt  works,  situated 
at  the  south  point  of  Deadman’s  Bay,  by  an  expedition  from  the  Fox 
and  Stonewall ,  tenders  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes ,  without  loss  on  our 
part. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Bear- Admired,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1865. 

No.  38.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

February  15,  1865. 


Guns. 


Name. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


3 

4 
2 

”6 

6 

4 

2 

6 

5 

9 

3 

4 

5 
10 

8 

2 

3 


Beauregard.... 

Britannia . 

Clyde . 

Dale . 

Fort  Henry... . 
Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son. 

Honduras . 


Schooner... 
Steamer .... 

_ do . 

Ship . 

Ferryboat  .. 
Steamer  .... 

_ do . 


Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  B.  She.don . 

Actg.  Master  Cyrus  Sears . 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 


Honeysuckle  . . . 

Hibiscus . 

Iuka . 


Tug . 

Steamer  .... 
_ do . 


Ino . . 

Isonomia . 

Jas.  L.  Davis  . . . 

Magnolia . 

Mahaska . 

Midnight . 

Marigold . 

Matthew  Vas¬ 
sar. 


Ship . 

Steamer  .... 

Bark . 

Steamer _ 

. do . 

Bark . 

Tug . 

Schooner . . . 


Actg.  Master  J.  ,T.  Russell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Wm.  L.  Martine  ... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.C.  Rog¬ 
ers. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  A.  French . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . . . 

Lt.  Comdr.  W.  Gibson . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . 

Actg.  Master  J.  F.  Alcorn . 

Actg.  Master  G.  E.  Hill . 


Apalachicola. 

Key  West. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Apalachicola. 

Key  West,  repairing. 

Supply  steamer  ior  squad¬ 
ron. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Ordered  to  Tampa. 

Havana,  repairing. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Cruising  about  St.  Marks. 
St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Apalachicola. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

St.  Marks. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  February  15,  1865 — Cont’d. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer  .... 

Aclg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Cruising  between  Suwanee 
River  and  Anclote  Keys. 

2 

Actg.  Master  0.  Thacher . 

11 

Steamer  .... 

Comdr.  R.  W.  Shufeldt . 

Key  West,  repairing. 

Off  Indian  River. 

7 

Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Geo.  Taylor . 

7 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

7 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Apalachicola. 

6 

Spirea . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Geo.  E.  Nelson _ 

Key  West,  repairing. 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  John  Sherrill . 

Key  West. 

2 

Sunflower . 

Tug . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring . 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

10 

Tallapoosa . 

Steamer  .... 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  E.  Do  Haven . 

Cruising. 

1 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 

Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 

TENDERS. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Attached  to — 

Station. 

1 

Ariel . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon. 
Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess. . . 

Cruising,  Tampa. 
Cruising,  St.  Marks. 

2 

Fox . 

. do _ 

Stars  and  Stripes 

1 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  S.  H. 
Pickles. 

Wanderer . 

Guard  vessel,  Boca 
Chica. 

1 

Sea  Bird.... 

Schooner . 

Actg. Master  E.L.Robbins. 

Hibiscus . 

Cruising,  Tampa. 

1 

Stonewall  . . 

. do _ 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell _ 

Clyde . 

Cruising,  Cedar  Keys. 

1 

Two  Sisters. 

. do _ 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfleld. 

Restless  . 

Cruising,  Charlotte 

Harbor. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  East.  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Sheldon,  IT.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Britannia. 

U.  S.  S.  Britannia, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  February  16,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Rear- 
Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  I  have  reported  with  this  ship  to  Acting- 
Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling,  commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron,  for 
duty. 

*  *  *  *  *  -X-  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Sheldon, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U  S.  Navy,  forwarding 
report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Gibson,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Mahaska ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Delia,  of 
Bayport ,  Fla,,  February  17,  1865.  ' 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Delia 
under  English  colors,  near  Bayport,  on  the  17th  instant,  by  the  Mahaska, 
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Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson  commanding,  with  a  cargo  of  pig  lead 
and  some  cases  of  sabers. 

1  forward  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson's  report  of  the  capture  to 
the  Department,  but  have  withheld  the  muster  roll  for  correction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gomdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

•  [Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mahaska, 

Off  Bay  port,  Fla.,  February  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  day,  with  the  boats  of  this 
vessel,  I  captured  a  schooner  purporting  to  be  the  Delia. 

We  discovered  her  about  8  o’clock  this  morning  steering  out  from 
the  vicinity  of  Bay  port  on  a  wind  to  the  southward.  Upon  seeing  us 
she  made  all  sail  for  the  nearest  land.  We  chased  her  until  stopped 
by  shoal  water,  firing  at  her  with  the  Parrott  100-pounder  about  a 
dozen  times.  I  then  sent  a  boat  in  pursuit,  followed  soon  after  by 
another. 

The  leading  boat  went  alongside  of  her,  finding  her  with  all  sail  set, 
the  English  flag  at  the  main  and  the  rebel  flag  at  the  fore,  and  aban¬ 
doned,  the  boats  of  the  deserters  and  people  on  the  beach  in  view.  No 
papers  except  one  or  two  trifling  memoranda,  from  which  the  name  of 
the  vessel  is  inferred  (as  also  from  a  burgee),  were  found  on  board. 
The  boat  which  first  boarded  the  schooner  was  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master’s  Mates  J.  C.  Boteler  and  J.  W.  Sanderson.  When  boarded 
her  cabin  was  partially  in  flames,  and  in  addition  a  slow  match  was 
discovered  in  a  bucket  of  turpentine.  I  wish  to  commend  the  judg¬ 
ment  and  promptitude  displayed  by  these  gentlemen  in  extinguishing 
the  fire  and  throughout  the  whole  affair. 

The  Delia  is  a  center-board  schooner  of  apparently  about  80  tons 
burden.  Her  cargo  consists  of  pig  lead  and  some  cases  of  sabers. 
Part  of  her  cargo  was  thrown  overboard."  I  have  taken  some  15  gal¬ 
lons  of  rum  belonging  to  her  on  board  this  ship  for  safe-keeping. 

I  forward  herewith  a  muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  crew. 

No  other  naval  vessel  was  in  sight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Gibson, 

Dieuten  ant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
expedition  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Midnight  for  destruction  of  salt  works 
in  West  Bay. 

No.  47.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  expedition  from  the 
bark  Midnight  left  the  vessel  on  the  1st  instant  to  destro}’-  salt  works 


812 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


on  West  Bay,  and  returned  to  the  vessel  on  the  4th  instant,  having 
destroyed  salt  works  of  13,615  gallons  of  boiling  power,  besides  70 
bushels  of  salt  and  125  pounds  of  Epsom  salt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Joint  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Marks ,  Fla..  February  23  to 

March  7,  1865. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transportation  afforded 
to  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Newton,  1J.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  March  3 ,  1865. 

Sir:  An  expedition  left  here  on  the  23d  ultimo,  under  General 
Newton,  for  the  west  coast  of  Florida,  intended  for  St.  Marks  or  some 
place  near  it. 

I  was  happy  to  cooperate  with  the  army  by  affording  the  general 
transportation  for  the  troops  in  the  Magnolia  and  Honduras,  there 
being  no  army  transports  here  at  the  time,  and  by  ordering  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Gibson,  the  senior  officer  on  the  blockade  at  St.  George’s 
Sound,  to  unite  with  General  Newton  with  all  the  vessels  on  the 
blockade  and  cruising  from  St.  George’s  Sound  to  Tampa,  leaving  a 
sufficient  force  to  keep  up  the  blockade  at  the  different  ports.  Several 
of  the  vessels  can  enter  the  river  at  St.  Marks  and  will  be  of  great 
service  if  the  general  should  attack  that  place.  We  have  not  heard  of 
the  expedition  since  it  left  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gidf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Detailed  Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  tbe  expedition. 

No.  74.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  Uh  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  result  of  the  expedition 
to  St.  Marks  which  1  reported  on  the  3d  instant  left  here  on  the  23d 
ultimo.  The  vessels  from  St.  George’s  Sound  under  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Gibson,  and  the  vessels  with  the  troops  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Newton,  arrived  simultaneously  off  St.  Marks. 

The  naval  force  then  consisted  of  the  Mahaska,  Fort  Henry ,  Spirea, 
Stars  and  Stripes,  Hibiscus ,  Honduras,  Magnolia ,  Britannia  (steamers), 
and  the  schooners  Matthew  Vassar,  0.  H  Lee,  and  Two  Sisters. 
Subsequently  the  force  was  increased  by  the  Proteus ,  Iuka ,  Isonomia, 
and  Hendrick  Hudson.  Commander  Shufeldt,  being  the  senior  officer, 
assumed  the  command  of  the  naval  forces  cooperating  with  the  army! 
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Arrangements  were  immediately  made  for  landing  the  troops  and  for 
such  of  the  vessels  to  enter  the  river  as  drew  the  least  water.  The 
Honduras ,  Fort  Henry ,  Hibiscus ,  and  Britannia  succeeded  in  getting 
up  the  river  some  distance  after  great  efforts.  The  Mahaska ,  Spirea , 
and  Stars  and  Strives  got  aground,  the  Stars  and  Strives .  just  below 
the  Hibiscus ,  the  Mahaska  near  the  light-house,  and  the  Spirea  farther 
out.  While  the  vessels  were  attempting  to  ascend  the  river,  the  troops 
were  landed  near  the  light-house  and  commenced  their  march  into  the 
interior  toward  Tallahassee.  Every  effort  was  made  by  Commander 
Shufeldt  to  get  the  vessels  up  the  river  to  attack  the  forts.  On  the 
6th  instant  information  was  received  that  the  army  was  falling  back. 
By  this  time  the  vessels  named  above  had  succeeded  in  getting  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  Port  Leon.  Commander  Shufeldt,  deeming  it, 
under  the  circumstances,  useless  to  attempt  to  ascend  higher,  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  Gibson  was  ordered  to  send  a  party  on  shore  to  hold 
the  bridge,  which  was  accomplished,  and  after  the  army  had  crossed 
the  bridge  was  burned  by  Acting  Ensign  Whitman,  who  had  charge 
of  the  party.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  after  an  interview  with 
General  Newton,  the  squadron  was  ordered  to  drop  back  to  an  anchor¬ 
age  off  the  light-house.  General  Newton  stated  to  Commander  Shu¬ 
feldt  that  he  had  accomplished  all  that  he  contemplated  at  present. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  preparations  had  been  made  by  staking  out  the 
channel,  removing  obstructions,  and  garrisoning  the  fort,  to  make  St. 
Marks  in  some  sort  a  compensation  for  the  loss  of  Wilmington.  Com¬ 
mander  Shufeldt  states  “as  the  navy  now  has  possession  of  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  the  only  point  which  is  of  any  naval  importance  whatever, 
I  consider  the  object  so  far  as  we  are  concerned  fully  gained.” 

This  effectually  closes  the  river  so  long  as  we  keep  an  adequate  force 
there.  I  enclose  a  sketch  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  the  distance 
it  was  ascended  by  several  vessels  of  the  squadron.  It  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  report  the  zealous  cooperation  of  the  Navy  with  the 
Army  on  this  occasion.  All  worked  with  a  will,  and  the  only  regret 
felt  by  the  officers  and  men  was  their  not  being  able  to  get  under  fire. 
The  arrangements  made  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson  before  the 
arrival  of  Commander  Shufeldt  were  judicious,  and  the  zeal,  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  industry  of  Commander  Shufeldt,  ably  supported  as  he 
was  by  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels,  in  ascending  the  rivers, 
is  worthy  of  commendation.  I  beg  to  commend  to  your  favorable 
notice  Acting  Ensign  Whitman  and  the  four  men  named  in  the  letter 
of  Commander  Shufeldt,  herewith  enclosed. 

Although  the  expedition  has  not  been  attended  with  the  success 
expected,  it  has  been  the  means  of  showing  the  temper  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  this  squadron  who,  from  the  nature  of  the  blockade  serv¬ 
ice,  have  not  been  so  situated  as  to  render  any  brilliant  service  but 
are  ready  and  anxious  for  an  opportunity  to  show  that  they  are  made 
of  the  same  stuff  that  gained  such  glorious  victories  at  New  Orleans, 
Fort  Morgan,  and  Fort  Fisher. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Proteus,  commending  the 
conduct  of  participants  from  the  U.  S.  schooner  0.  H.  Lee  and  TL  S.  S.  Magnolia. 


U.  S.  S.  Proteus, 

Off  St.  Marks,  March  10,  1865. 

Sot;  In  connection  with  a  military  expedition  toward  St,  Marks, 
T  la. ,  in  which  the  naval  forces  on  this  station  cooperated,  1  have  the 
honor  to  recommend  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  master 
Acting  Ensign  John  F.  Whitman,  of  the  schooner  O.  II.  Lee,  for  effi¬ 
cient  services  on  shore,  and  for  general  good  conduct  as  reported  to 
me  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson,  of  the  Mahaslca. 

The  general  commanding  also  brings  to  my  notice  as  deserving  the 
lghest  piaise  for  good  conduct  and  gallantry  George  Pyne,  seaman; 
thoinas  Smith,  seaman;  Charles  Reed,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  S. 
Land,  landsman,  all  of  the  steamer  Magnolia,  while  serving’  with  the 
army  in  charge  of  navy  howitzers.  These  men  (Pyne  particularly 
although  wounded)  stuck  to  t'neir  guns  throughout  a  severe  engage- 
ment  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  to  the  service 
to  which  they  belong. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  additional  names  for 

honorable  mention. 

No.  76.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  If  1865. 

.  Sir:  Referring  to  the  report  of  Commander  Shufeldt,  enclosed  in  my 
dispatch  Iso.  71,  of  the  good  conduct  of  George  Pyne,  seaman,  Charles 
Reed,  John  S.  Land,  and  Thomas  Smith,  of  the  Magnolia,  I  beg  leave 
to  add  the  names  of  George  Shultz  and  John  Mack,  of  the  Hendrick 
Hudson,  whose  names  were  accidentally  omitted,  who,  with  the  others 
named  in  the  report,  deserve  honorable  mention  for  their  coolness  and 
determination  under  fire  and  remarkable  efforts  in  rendering  assistance 
in  transporting  the  guns. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Corndg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Souadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Brigadier-General  Newton,  D  S.  Army,  regarding  expedition. 

Hdqrs.  District  of  Key  West  and  Tortugas, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  19,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  oper¬ 
ations  in  this  district. 
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February  23. — Headquarters  were  embarked  on  the  steamer  Hon¬ 
duras,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Harris,  commanding,  and  likewise 
three  companies,  A,  B,  and  K,  of  the  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry, 
destined  for  Punta  Rasa. 

February  21 — Reached  Punta  Rasa,  where  the  Magnolia  was  found. 
Both  steamers  sailed  for  Cedar  Keys  at  3  p.  m. 

February  25. — Arrived  at  Cedar  Keys  at  6  p.  m.  Major  Weeks, 
commanding  post,  being  absent  on  a  raid,  he  was  directed  to  return. 
No  chance  to  cut  off  or  intercept  the  enemy’s  force  in  the  South  Penin¬ 
sula  appeared  to  offer  itself. 

February  27. — Major  Weeks  returned.  Companies  C,  D,  and  E, 
Second  Florida  Cavalry  (dismounted),  and  Companies  E,  G,  and  H, 
Second  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry,  were  embarked  on  the  Magnolia ,  leav¬ 
ing  at  Cedar  Keys  a  sufficient  detail  from  the  companies  above  men¬ 
tioned  to  protect  the  place  in  our  absence.  Transferred  headquarters 
to  the  Alliance,  which  had  arrived  from  Key  West. 

February  28. — Arrived  off  Ocklockonee  buoy,  near  St.  Marks  Bar, 
13  miles  from  land,  where  the  naval  force  was  directed  to  assemble. 
The  fog  was  dense. 

March  1  and  2. — Steamers  Mahaska ,  Honduras ,  Magnolia ,  Stars 
and  Stripes,  Spirea,  Fort  Henry;  schooners  0.  II.  Lee,  Matthew 
Yassar ,  and  Two  Sisters  assembled  together.  Heavy  fog.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  William  Gibson  commanded  the  naval  force.  After  full 
and  free  consultation  the  following  plan  of  operations  was  adopted: 
First,  to  land  a  party  of  seamen  and  of  the  Second  Florida  Cavalry  on 
Light-House  Island  on  the  night  of  the  3d  to  take  possession  of  the 
bridge  over  East  River,  and  to  surprise  and  capture  the  pickets  there 
if  possible;  second,  to  land  the  troops  on  the  same  night  in  readiness 
to  start  at  daylight  on  the  4th;  third,  the  land  expedition  was  to  march 
to  Newport,  destroy  the  public  establishments  there,  cross  the  river 
St.  Marks,  take  St.  Marks  in  rear  or  strike  the  railroad  between  St. 
Marks  and  Tallahassee,  attacking  isolated  bodies  of  the  enemy  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  concentration  and  destroying  and  capturing  such  property  as 
might  be  useful  to  the  enemy;  fourth,  in  order  to  effect  these  objects, 
parties  were  landed  to  destroy  the  railroad  and  other  bridges  over  the 
Ocklockonee  River,  the  trestle  or  bridge  over  the  Aucilla  River,  and 
to  break  up  the  railroad  between  St.  Marks  and  Tallahassee;  fifth, 
the  naval  force  was  to  endeavor  to  silence  the  batteries  at  St.  Marks 
and  capture  it,  to  land  a  force  of  500  to  600  seamen  at  Port  Leon 
to  cover  the  land  expedition,  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  in  its 
rear  between  St.  Marks  and  Newport,  and  to  threaten  St.  Marks. 
There  was  no  doubt  entertained  that  this  landing  at  Port  Leon  would 
be  effected. 

March  3. — The  fog  having  risen,  the  whole  fleet  put  to  sea,  sailing 
until  after  dark  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  should  he  have  discov¬ 
ered  the  presence  of  the  vessels.  After  dark,  returned  to  the  bar, 
which  the  pilot  in  vain  endeavored  to  cross,  though  he  had  indicated 
no  difficulty  previously.  A  heavy  gale  sprang  up  and  the  vessels 
were  of  necessity  anchored  until  morning,  by  which  the  landing  of  the 
troops  was  unfortunately  delayed.  In  the  meantime  Major  Weeks, 
with  60  men  of  the  Florida  cavalry  and  30  seamen  under  Acting  En¬ 
sign  Whitman,  surprised,  but  did  not  succeed  in  capturing  the  enemy’s 
pickets  at  the  bridge  over  East  River. 

March  L — Early  in  the  morning  the  fleet  got  underway  (the  Spirea 
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leading)  for  the  light-house.  The  pilot  ran  the  Spirea  hard  and  fast 
aground;  the  Honduras ,  containing  troops,  likewise  grounded.  In 
the  meantime  Major  Weeks’  expedition  returned  to  the  light-house, 
because  his  position  at  the  bridge  was  too  advanced  in  the  absence  of 
the  main  force.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  followed  him,  skirmishing. 
The  steamers  Hibiscus ,  Proteus ,  and  Iuka  arrived.  The  last  two  an¬ 
chored  and  remained  outside.  After  the  delays  arising  as  above  stated 
from  the  fog  and  from  the  grounding  of  the  vessels,  the  troops  were 
finally  debarked  by  -i  p.  m.,  and  the  whole  command  was  moved  for¬ 
ward  about  2T  miles  upon  a  spot  of  elevated  ground  suitable  for  an 
encampment,  where  we  were  to  await  the  landing  of  the  artillery,  am¬ 
munition,  and  ambulances.  This  being  effected  about  8  a.  m.  on  the 
5th,  the  whole  command  advanced  upon  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge 
over  East  Itiver,  where  we  found  the  planking  of  the  bridge  taken  up 
and  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  upon  the  opposite 
bank  prepared  to  dispute  the  passage.  *  *  * 

The  expedition  returned  because  the  navy  was  unable  to  cooperate 
in  any  manner;  the  ammunition  was  nearly  expended,  and  our  com¬ 
munications,  owing  to  the  failure  to  land  a  force  of  seamen  at  Port 
Leon,  as  agreed  upon,  would  have  been  assuredly  cut  in  less  than  eight 
hours.  The  whole  force  of  the  expedition  was  893  enlisted  men,  2 
navy  boat  howitzers,  and  1  light  12-pounder  captured  from  the  enemy. 
The  artillery  was  drawn  by  hand  the  whole  distance.  Our  wounded 
were  all  brought  off  with  the  exception  of  8  fatally  wounded,  left  at  a 
house  2  miles  from  the  field  of  battle.  Our  loss  was  ITS  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  of  which  35  are  missing.  This  number  will  be 
further  reduced,  it  is  reasonable  to  anticipate.  The  force  of  the 
enemy  is  stated  by  a  prisoner  (an  officer  of  militia)  to  have  been  from 
1,500  to  2,000,  and  further  reinforcements  were  continually  arriving. 
The  enemy  was  liberally  supplied  with  field  artillery.  The  bridges 
over  the  Ocklockonee  and  the  Aucilla  were  not  damaged,  nor  the  rail¬ 
road  obstructed,  so  far  as  known.  Indeed,  the  party  for  the  Ock¬ 
lockonee  returned  without  making  a  serious  attempt  to  reach  the 
bridge.  The  men  sent  were  picked,  and  had  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
country,  and  they  would,  with  little  risk  to  themselves,  have  obstructed 
for  several  days  these  railroads.  A  refugee  is  known  to  have  left  one 
of  the  blockading  vessels  and  to  have  given  the  enemy  two  weeks’ 
notice  of  the  expedition;  hence  their  large  concentration  of  force,  a 
party  of  which  is  said  to  have  come  from  Georgia  and  from  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Pensacola.  The  expedition,  though  it  did  not  effect  all  that  was 
anticipated,  was  far  from  being  unfruitful  in  its  results.  Two  impor¬ 
tant  bridges,  one  foundry,  and  two  large  mills  were  burned;  extensive 
saltworks  partially  destroyed,  and  laid  open  for  the  future  to  raiding- 
parties.  It  is  proper  fo  state  that  this  expedition  has  likewise  estab¬ 
lished  the  blockade  vessels  off  the  light-house  instead  of  outside  the 
bar  as  before.  St.  Marks  is  now  thoroughly  blockaded.  The  enemy  has 
little  to  boast  of  in  the  military  operations  of  this  expedition.  Though 
having  two  weeks’  notice,  he  was  obliged  to  burn  the  important  bridge 
at  Newport,  so  useful  to  him,  and  was  finally  driven  off  the  field  near 
the  Natural  Bridge,  having  allowed  an  inferior  force  to  march  25  miles 
into  his  territory  and  return  without  losing  an  article  of  public  prop¬ 
erty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  carrying  off  one  captured  piece  of  artillery. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  we  were  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  in¬ 
formation  had  been  furnished  the  enemy  until  the  expedition  was  over. 
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We  would  otherwise  not  have  landed.  St.  Marks  and  neighborhood  pre¬ 
sented  the  greatest  if  not  the  sole  inducements  for  a  raid  or  expedition 
within  the  limits  of  this  district.  The  absence  of  large  numbers  of  rebel 
troops  in  the  South  Peninsula,  as  before  stated,  fixed  the  proper  moment 
for  the  attempt,  and  it  was  not  suitable  to  pass  unnoticed  the  attempt 
of  the  rebels  to  capture  Fort  Myers  and  annoy  the  garrison  at  Cedar 
Keys.  The  rebel  troops  at  Chattahoochee,  Tallahassee,  St.  Marks,  and 
as  far  east  as  Madisonville  were  by  unanimous  testimony  put  at  less 
than  600  men.  It  was  likewise  thought  that  the  expedition  from  Pen¬ 
sacola,  of  which  I  had  heard,  would  naturally  draw  the  rebels  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Tallahassee  and  St.  Marks,  though  it  is  now  known 
that  the  information  of  our  intended  operations  in  that  vicinity  drew 
their  troops  in  the  opposite  direction;  a  great  advantage,  at  all  events, 
to  our  column  starting  from  Pensacola  into  the  interior.  After  the 
expedition  was  over,  all  the  troops  were  returned  to  the  posts  at  Cedar 
Keys,  Punta  Rasa,  and  Key  West.  Fort  Myers  has  been  broken  up. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  expedition  behaved  nobly  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances,  marching  50  miles  in  forty-four  hours,  of  which 
they  rested  only  five  hours,  and  fought  or  skirmished  most  of  the  time. 
When  we  recrossed  the  bridge  at  East  River  we  found  there  a  guard 
of  40  seamen  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Whitman.  For  this 
precaution  we  were  indebted  to  the  foresight  of  Commander  Shufeldt, 
who  in  my  absence  had  relieved  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson  of  the 
command  of  the  naval  force. 

I  can  not  close  this  communication  without  expressing  the  obliga¬ 
tions  I  am  under  to  Rear-Admiral  Stribling  for  the  hearty  cooperation 
which  he  ordered  his  officers  to  afford,  and  his  own  endeavors  to  make 
the  expedition  a  complete  success.  And  this  desire  of  the  admiral  was, 
so  far  as  I  could  perceive,  cheerfully  responded  to  by  his  officers.  I 
will  forward  a  list  of  recommendations  for  gallant  services  in  the  field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Newton, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

A.  A.  G.  Ildqrs.  Alii.  Div.  of  West  Miss. ,  New  Orleans ,  La. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mahaska. 

lT.  S.  S.  Mahaska, 

St.  Marks  River ,  Florida ,  Afarch  21,  1865. 

Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  communication  received  on  the 
18th  instant  by  a  flag  of  truce  from  Major-General  Sam  Jones,  com¬ 
manding  at  Tallahassee,  with  a  copy  of  my  reply.  On  the  20th  the 
enemy  sent .another  flag,  only  to  say  that  if  we  wished  to  communicate 
we  should  hre  a  gun  at  8  a.  m.  and  they  would  meet  us  at  Four-mile 
1  oint.  Quite  a  number  of  refugees,  white  men  and  contrabands,  have 
recently  come  on  board.  From  two — a  one-legged  white  man  named 
dames  Wetzel,  who  claims  to  have  been  taken  prisoner  from  the  U.  S. 
Army,  and  a  colored  man  named  Charles  Amos— I  have  information 
which,  as  it  was  received  at  different  times  and  closelv  tallies,  may  be 
considered  reasonably  reliable.  I  send  you  the  men  that  you  may  per¬ 
sonally  question  them.  On  the  18th  instant  Captain  Strickland  and 
one  private  of  his  party  were  executed  by  the  rebels  (shot).  The  salt 
works  here  are  of  vital  importance  to  the  rebels.  After  our  attack  salt 
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went  from  $30  to  $50  per  bushel,  Confederate  money.  About  2,000  of 
the  enemy  encountered  General  Newton  at  the  Natural  Bridge,  near 
Newport.  A.  moiety  was  collected  from  the  vicinity,  old  men  and 
young  boys  included,  and  1,000  well-drilled  volunteer  troops  from 
Georgia  arrived  toward  the  close  of  the  fight.  About  3,500  men  are 
all  that  they  can  gather  now  at  Tallahassee.  Their  description  of  the 
tort  agrees  with  that  given  us  before  the  attack,  with  additional  par¬ 
ticulars.  The  magazine  is  at  the  east  end  of  the  fort  and  is  higher 
than  the  top  of  the  parapet.  It  is  made  of  logs,  7  feet  thick.  A  small 
magazine  for  the  largest  rifle  gun  is  at  the  other  extremity.  In  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  attack,  all  the  guns  had  been  removed  from  the  Spray  and 
mounted  on  the  fort.  Two  smooth-bore,  old-pattern,  ringed,  cascabel 
32-pounders  were  left  on  the  lighter  alongside  the  Spray.  The  arma¬ 
ment  of  the  fort,  thus  increased,  was  two  32-pounders,  rifled;  one  rifle 
gun,  described  as  a  Parrott  (probably  30-pounder),  and  one  12-pounder 
rifle  gun,  captured  from  us,  and  two  smoothbore  32-pounders,  similar 
to  those  on  the  lighter.  But  at  the  time  of  the  attack  (they  state)  there 
were  only  three  men  left  in  the  fort,  and  trains  were  laid  and  orders 
left  to  blow  up  both  the  fort  and  vessel  on  the  near  approach  of  the 
gunboats.  Wetzel  says  there  are  no  good  artillerists  in  the  fort.  As 
regards  obstructions,  a  flatboat  was  sunk  in  the  river  a  short  distance 
below  Port  Leon  a  long  time  since.  Recently  (as  our  own  people  had 
seen)  many  of  the  stones  were  taken  out  of  her  and  she  was  floating  to 
one  side,  leaving  a  channel,  the  soldier  says,  to  the  left  of  her  going- 
up.  At  the  time  of  the  fleet  moving  up  there  were  no  obstructions 
between  Port  Leon  and  the  fort.  Pens  (to  be  sunken  with  stones) 
were  being  made,  and  pine  logs  chained  together,  with  spearheads 
pointing  downstream  (such  as  they  had  at  Charleston),  were  to  be  sub¬ 
merged  in  what  was  intended  to  be  an  inviting  channel  between  the 
pens.  These  were  not  in  readiness,  and  withal  would  have  been  only 
100  yards  from  the  fort.  We  have  reason  to  believe,  from  watching 
the  movements  of  the  Spray's  boat  and  from  the  talk  of  some  of  the 
contrabands,  that  they  are  dropping  torpedoes  in  the  river.  They 
have  thrown  up  rifle  pits  in  rear  of  the  fort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gibson, 

Lieutenant-  Commander , 

Commanding  First  Dim. ,  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

In  the  fight  near  Newport  the  enemy’s  loss  is  reported  to  be  more 
severe  than  ours.  Individual  information  states  3  officers  killed  and 
30  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Wm.  Gibson, 

Lieutenant  -  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Brigadier-General  Newton,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

Headquarters  District  of  Key  West  and  Tortugas, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  April  19 ,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the 
operations  in  this  district  during-  the  months  of  February  and  March. 
This  report,  although  previously  sent  to  headquarters  Military  Divi¬ 
sion  of  West  Mississippi,  is  likewise,  by  advice  from  thence,  trans¬ 
mitted  direct  to  Washington.  *  *  * 

The  expedition  started  with  893  men,  but  the  detachments  at  New¬ 
port  and  outposts  up  and  down  the  river,  together  with  losses  in 
action,  had  reduced  this  number  to  500  men  at  the  moment  when  the 
enemy  became  reinforced.  With  500  men,  therefore,  a  force  of  four 
to  five  times  its  number  was  decisively  repulsed.  All  the  troops 
engaged  at  the  Natural  Bridge  were  black  troops  of  Second  and 
Ninety-ninth  Colored  Infantry.  The  boldness  of  our  attack  gave  the 
enemy  the  idea  of  a  much  superior  force  on  our  part,  which  they  actu¬ 
ally  believed  to  have  been  nearly  2,000.  The  disposition  made  of  our 
troops  was  such  that  the  enemy  could  use  but  a  portion  of  their  avail¬ 
able  men,  and  their  papers  declared  that  one-half  at  least  did  not  fire 
a  shot.  The  result  was  that  the  rebels  could  make  but  little  use  of 
vastly  superior  forces.  The  enemy  evacuated  St.  Marks,  leaving  but 
three  men  to  blow  up  the  fort  there,  destroy  their  gunboat,  the  Spray , 
plying  between  St.  Marks  and  Newport,  and  burn  500  bales  of  cotton 
at  the  depot  at  St.  Marks;  and,  had  the  navy  advanced,  all  the  objects 
contemplated  in  the  expedition  could,  I  think,  have  certainly  been 
accomplished.  The  navy  did  not  get  to  Port  Leon  nor  land  the  600  sea¬ 
men  there,  as  promised,  and  in  consequence  I  could  not  cross  between 
Newport  and  St.  Marks  after  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  at  New¬ 
port,  which  was  effected  by  the  retiring  enemy;  neither  could  I  draw 
upon  my  ammunition  and  provisions  on  shipboard.  The  expedition 
was  a  raid  of  a  small  body  of  infantry,  there  being  no  mounted  men  in 
this  district,  and  was  intended,  besides  the  destruction  of  the  enemy’s 
public  property,  to  give  them  employment  near  home  and  prevent  them 
organizing  expeditions  against  our  small  forts  on  the  southern  penin¬ 
sula  of  Florida,  an  object  which  has  been  fully  accomplished.  I  learn 
also  that  it  effected  a  powerful  diversion  in  favor  of  Steele’s  column 
marching  from  Pensacola,  which  was  a  contemplated  benefit  of  the 
expedition.  The  naval  force,  which  exaggerated  the  importance  of  the 
expedition  in  the  public  eye,  being  unable  to  perform  the  part  assigned, 
was,  to  say  the  least,  of  no  benefit  to  our  operations.-  The  expedition 
was  not  undertaken  to  go  to  Thomasville,  capture  Tallahassee,  or 
occupy  any  part  of  the  country,  unless  it  should  afterwards  appear  that 
St.  Marks  possessed  great  advantages  for  the  latter  purpose.  A  great 
deal  of  the  information  imparted  in  this  communication  has  been  gained 
since  my  report  to  General  Canby’s  headquarters.  I  send  herewith  a 
sketch*  of  the  country.  The  enemy’s  available  force,  when  the  expe¬ 
dition  started,  did  not  exceed  700  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Newton, 

Br  igadier  -  General ,  Commanding . 


*See  Army  War  Records,  Volume  XLIX,  pt.  1,  p.  68. 
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Report  of  casualties  in  action,  March  6,  1865,  at  Natural  Bridge,  Fla. 


Headquarters  District  of  Ivey  West  and  Tortugas, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  March  19,  1865. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Offi¬ 

cers. 

Men. 

Offi¬ 

cers. 

Men. 

Offi¬ 

cers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Staff . 

1 

i 

Lieut.  E.  Carrington,  One 
hundred  and  forty-third 
New  York  Volunteers, 
killed.  Capt.  E.  B.  Tracy, 
Second  U.  S  Colored  In¬ 
fantry,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general,  wound¬ 
ed  severely. 

Second  Florida  Cavalry. . . 

1 

2 

13 

1 

16 

58 

72 

Second  U.  S.  Colored  In- 

10 

6 

41 

37 

fan  try. 

Ninety-ninth  U.  S.  Colored 
Infantry. 

i 

s 

2 

i 

23 

Total . 

9 

19 

9 

80 

i 

37 

148 

.  Major  B.  C.  Lincoln  and  Second  Lieutenant  T.  H.  Murphy,  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry  have 
since  died  of  their  wounds. 


John  Newton, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reduction  of  naval  expenses. 

Navy  Department,  February  2f  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  is  of  opinion  that  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  and 
Charleston  will  enable  it  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  Navy. 

You  will  therefore  send  north  such  purchased  vessels  as  appear  by 
surveys  to  require  very  extensive  repairs  and  such  as  are,  in  your 
opinion,  the  most  inefficient  and  all  those  no  longer  required. 

These  will  probably  be  sold  or  laid  up.  You  will  also  send  home 
any  stores  that  are  not  required.  Further  requisitions  must  be  care¬ 
fully  examined  before  approval,  and  the  commanders  of  squadrons 
are  expected  to  use  every  possible  exertion  and  care  to  reduce  the 
expenses  of  their  squadrons. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  responding  to 
the  Departments  warning  in  the  case  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

No.  52.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  February  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  11th  instant  informing  me  of  the  transfer  to  the  rebels  of  the  ram 
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built  at  Bordeaux,  and  cautioning’  against  surprise.  The  Department 
is  well  aware  of  the  character  of  the  vessels  on  this  station,  and  for 
obvious  reasons  I  refrain  from  sajdng  anything  more  in  relation  to  it. 
Every  precaution  will  be  used  to  resist  and  repel  any  attack  made  by 
the  ram,  if  she  should  appear  on  the  coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stibling, 

Actg.  Hear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  Hast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  an 

additional  sailing  vessel. 

No.  56.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  P  la. ,  February  26,  1865. 
Sir:  We  are  much  in  want  of  a  sailing  vessel  to  carry  coals,  provi¬ 
sions,  etc.,  to  places  where  they  are  required,  and  to  bring  back  wood 
for  the  use  of  the  vessels  here.  It  frequently  happens  that  for  the  want 
of  such  a  vessel  one  has  to  be  chartered  at  heavy  expense. 

One  of  the  mortar  boats  would  be  about  the  description  of  vessel  for 
this  service.  One  howitzer  is  all  the  armament  she  would  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Shufeldt,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Proteus,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Ruby,  from  'Havana. 


U.  S.  S.  Proteus, 

At  Sea,  February  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  this  day  captured 
and  sent  to  Key  West  the  steamer  Ruby,  from  Havana,  and  cleared  for 
Belize,  [Honduras],  but  according  to  the  statements  of  some  of  the 
officers  and  passengers  on  board  bound  to  St.  Marks,  Fla.  Some  of  the 
cargo  appears  to  have  been  thrown  overboard  during  the  chase;  the 
remainder  consists  of  lead  and  sundries. 

This  ship’s  position  at  the  time  of  the  capture  was  latitude  26°  10'  N., 
longitude  83°  30[  W.,  Tortugas  bearing  S.  S.  E.,  95  miles  distant. 

The  prize  list  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Commander. 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

February  28,  1865. 


No.  58.]  Hdqrs. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

3 

Beauregard  .... 

Schooner . . 

5 

Britannia . 

Steamer  . . . . 

2 

Clyde . 

.do 

8 

Cherokee . 

Dale . 

Ship 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat  . . 

6 

Hendrick  Hud- 

Steamer  . . . . 

son. 

6 

Hibiscus . 

. do . 

4 

Honduras . 

2 

Honeysuckle  . . . 

Steam  tug . . 

9 

I  no . 

Ship . . . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer . . . . 

5 

Iuka . 

4 

James  L.  Davis. 

Bark . 

5 

Magnolia . 

Steamer . . . . 

10 

Mahaska . 

. do _ 

2 

Marigold . 

Steam  tug . . 

3 

Matthew  Vaasar 

Schooner . . . 

8 

Midnight . 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer  . . . . 

2 

0.  H.Lee . 

Schooner . . . 

11 

Proteus . 

Steamer  . . . . 

7 

Pursuit . 

Bark' ....... 

7 

Restless . 

6 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat  .. 

6 

Spirea . 

Steamer  . . . . 

5 

Stars  and  St  ripes 

. do . 

2 

Sunflower . 

Steam  tug . . 

10 

Tallapoosa . 

Steamer  .... 

1 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . . . 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

February  28,  1865. 


Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt,  W.  B.  Sheldon . 

Actg.  Master  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  E.  Dennison _ 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Wrn.  L.  Martine  . . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  A.  French . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 

Actg.Vol.Lt.Comdr.W.C.  Rogers 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W. S.  Cheesman  ... 

Lt.  Comdr.  Wm.  Gibson . 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  C.  P.  Wil¬ 
liams. 

Actg.  Master  G.  E.  Hill . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Master  O.  Thacher . 

Comdr.  R.W.Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Geo.  Taylor . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Nelson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  John  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring . 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  E.  De  Haven . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  McClintock  . . 


TENDERS. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Apalachicola. 

Supplying  squadron. 
Repairing,  Key  West. 
Cruising-  on  Bahamas. 
Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Ordered  to  St.  Marks. 
Repairing,  Key  West. 

Ordered  to  St.  Marks. 

Do. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Receiving  ship,  Key  West. 
Cruising  between  St.  Marks 
and  Suwanee  River. 
Coaling,  Key  West. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Ordered  to  St.  Marks. 

Do. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Cruising  off  St.  Marks. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Cruising  between  Suwanee 
and  Anclote  Keys. 

St.  Marks. 

Cruising  between  Tortugas 
and  Cape  [San]  Antonio. 
Indian  River. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 
Apalachicola. 

Ordered  to  St.  Marks. 

St.  Marks. 

Apalachicola. 

Cruising  Detween  Tortugas 
and  Cape  [San]  Antonio. 
Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 

1 

Ariel . 

Schooner . 

Hibiscus . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  II.  Bacon. 

Tampa  Bay. 

2 

Fox . 

. do _ 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess  . . 

St.  Marks. 

1 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  S.  H. 
Pickles. 

Guard  vessel,  Boca 
Chica. 

1 

Sea  Bird. .. . 

Schooner . 

Hibiscus . 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Robbins 

Cruising,  Tampa. 

1 

Stonewall . . 

. do _ 

Clyde . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell _ 

Cruising,  Cedar  Keys. 

1 

Two  Sisters. 

. do _ 

Restless . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield . 

Cruising,  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding . 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
capture  of  the  British  schooner  Salvadora  and  steamer  Ruby. 

No.  61.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  March  2,  1865. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Salvadora,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  between  Havana  and  this  place,  with  an 
assorted  cargo,  by  the  tugboat  Marigold,  and  of  the  steamer  Ruby  by 
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the  Proteus ,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  near  the  Tortugas,  with  an  assorted 
cargo  for  the  coast  of  Florida. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Past  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Russell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Honeysuckle ,  regarding  the  capture  of  British  schooner  Sort ,  from, 

Havana. 

U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle, 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla.,  March  H,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  February  28,  at  7 :30  a.  m., 
while  lying  at  anchor  abreast  of  Sea  Horse  Key,  a  schooner  was  reported 
bearing  E.  by  S.,  standing  inshore.  The  water  being  too  shoal  in  that 
direction  for  me  to  chase  her  with  the  steamer,  I  dispatched  two  armed 
boats  to  endeavor  to  intercept  her,  which  they  were  unable  to  do  owing 
to  a  strong  souther^  wind  which  was  blowing  at  the  time.  They  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  working  to  windward  of  the  schooner  and  forcing  her'in  on 
St.  Martin’s  Reef,  when  she  stood  directly  for  Crystal  River.  Three 
days  previous  to  that  time  I  had  dispatched  Acting  Ensign  Charles  N. 
Hall  with  a  boat  manned  and  armed  for  the  purpose  of  watching  in 
that  vicinity.  Fortunately  Mr.  Hall  was  near  the  entrance  to  the  river, 
and,  seeing  the  schooner,  immediately  made  sail  to  head  her  off.  The 
schooner  then  stood  in  for  the  nearest  land,  striking  on  a  reef  about 
5  miles  from  Crystal  River.  The  crew  lowered  the  sails,  abandoned 
her,  and  succeeded  in  escaping  to  the  mainland.  Mr.  Hall  boarded  and 
took  possession  of  her  at  about  11:30  a.  m.  She  proved  to  be  the 
English  schooner  Sort,  33  tons,  from  Havana,  with  an  assorted  cargo, 
i  he  papers  were  all  found  on  board.  Some  20  demijohns  were  found 
broken;  they  had  contained  liquor  and  were  evidently  destroyed  at  the 
time  of  abandoning  the.  vessel.  There  were  no  vessels  in  sight  at  the 
time  of  capture.  This  is  the  same  schooner  captured  in  December  last 
b}r  the  U.  S.  schooner  0.  II.  Lee. 

I  send  the  schooner  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  in  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Master’s  Mate  M.  C.  Easterbrook  and  a  prize  crew  of  four  men. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  J.  Russell, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle.  - 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Shril¬ 
ling,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  certain  naval  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  Mdrch  11,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  No.  41,  in  reference  to  certain  vessels  therein  named,  has 
been  received.  The  Merrimac  was  lost*  on  the  passage  out  and  the 


*See  Series  I,  volume  12,  pp.  38-41. 
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Soplironia  put  into  Port  Royal  with  loss  of  masts.  The  Aries  and 
Howquah  have  been  ordered  from  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  to  the 
East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Snerrill ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes,  regarding  the  running  ashore  and 
firing  of  the  schooner  Bob  Boy  by  her  own  crew. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 

St.  Marks  River ,  March  12,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  schooner  Fox  (a  tender  to 
this  vessel),  while  Ring  at  anchor  at  Deadman’s  Bay  on  the  2d  instant, 
discovered  a  strange  schooner  at  anchor  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay 
near  the  shore.  An  armed  boat  was  sent  to  attempt  her  capture,  from 
which  she  endeavored  to  escape;  but  unable  to  effect  this,  was  run  ashore 
and  tired  by  her  crew.  The  flames  spread  with  such  rapidity  and 
had  obtained  such  a  control  by  the  time  the  boat’s  crew  got  alongside 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  extinguish  them.  She  proved  to  be 
the  Bob  Boy ,  of  Belize,  Honduras.  A  small  portion  of  the  cargo  was 
saved  in  a  damaged  condition.  The  saved  portion  consisted  of  a  lot 
of  cavalry  sabers  and  farming  and  mechanical  implements.  The  Bob 
Boy  was  of  about  60  tons  burden. 

The  articles  saved  will  be  sent  to  the  prize  court  at  Key  West  for 
adjudication.  I  enclose  herewith  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  and 
crew  entitled  to  share  in  the  above  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Sherrill, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Comma/nding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Stribling ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  requesting 
additional  light-draft  vessels  with  heavy  batteries  for  the  protection 
of  the  blockade  of  St.  George's  Sound. 

No.  73.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  1.1,  1865. 

Sir:  The  rebels  have  for  a  long  time  been  rebuilding  a  vessel  at 
Columbus  and  plating  her  with  iron.  W e  have  recently  been  informed 
that  this  vessel  has  been  launched,  and  it  is  not  improbable  she  may, 
with  other  vessels  said  to  be  in  the  Chattahoochee,  attempt  to  raise  the 
blockade  of  St.  George’s  Sound.  We  are  sadly  deficient  in  vessels  of 
any  force  with  sufficient  light  draft  of  water  to  enter  St.  George’s  Sound 
or  to  occupy  the  position  now  held  by  us  near  the  light-house  at  St. 
Marks.  As  long  as  we  can  hold  this  position  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
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a  vessel  to  pass  up  to  St.  Marks.  The  Somerset's  boilers  can  not  be  used, 
and  she  is  reported  to  be  otherwise  in  a  very  bad  condition.  I  have 
ordered  her  to  this  place  and  will  report  result  of  the  examination  of 
her  as  soon  as  made.  The  Fort  Henry  is  the  only  other  vessel  of  light 
draft  and  heavy  battery  fit  for  either  of  these  places.  The  Hendrick 
Hudson  and  Stars  and  Stripes  are  the  next  best.  The  Tallapoosa  and 
Mahaska  have  powerful  batteries,  but  are  too  long  to  be  managed  in 
the  narrow  and  tortuous  channels  of  St.  George’s  Sound  and  the 
entrance  to  St.  Marks.  Under  these  circumstances,  as  none  of  the 
vessels  recently  joined  the  squadron  have  heavy  batteries  and  light 
draft  of  water,  I  respectfully  request  that  three  or  four  vessels  of 
light  draft  and  heavy  batteries  may  lie  ordered  here  as  soon  as  prac¬ 
ticable.  The  Galena  would  be  the  most  efficient  I  know  of  for  the 
service.  Some  of  the  large  navy-built  gunboats  with  heavy  batteries 
would  be  the  next  best. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg .  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg .  East  Gulf  Rlockdg .  Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  G. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

March  15 ,  1865. 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

March  15, 1865. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

3 

Beauregard . 

Schooner . . . 

5 

Britannia . 

Steamer  . . . . 

3 

Clyde . 

8 

Cherokee . 

Dale . 

—  -do . 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat  .. 

6 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son. 

Steamer  .... 

6 

Hibiscus . 

. do . 

2 

Honeysuckle ... 

Tug . 

5 

Howquah  . 

Steamer  .... 

4 

Honduras . 

. do 

11 

Ino . 

Ship 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer  .... 

5 

Iuka . 

4 

James  L.  Davis. 

Bark . 

6 

Magnolia . 

Steamer .... 

10 

Mahaska . 

2 

Marigold . 

Tug  . 

3 

Matthew  Vassar. 

Schooner ... 

8 

Midnight.... 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer  .... 

2 

0.  H.  Lee . 

Schooner . . . 

11 

Proteus . 

Steamer .... 

7 

Pursuit . 

7 

Restless . 

6 

Somerset .... 

Ferryboat . . 

6 

Spirea . 

Steamer .... 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes 

. do . 

2 

Sunflower . 

Tug 

10 

Tallapoosa . 

Steamer .... 

1 

Wanderer . 

Schooner ... 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin  ... 
Actg.  Voi.  Lieut.  W.  B.  Sheldon. 

Actg.  Master  C.  Sears . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Wm. E. Dennison. 

Comdr.  R.  Handy . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell  .. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Wm.  L.  Martine  . 

Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell  . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  W.  Balch . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  R.  Harris . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  A.  French . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Com.  W.  C.  Rogers. 
Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold  ... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman  . 

Lt.  Comdr.  Wm.  Gibson . 

Actg.  Master  and  Pilot  C.  P.  Wil¬ 
liams. 

Actg.  Master  G.  E.  Hill . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Actg.  Master  0.  Thacher . 

Comdr.  R.  Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Randall _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Nelson _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  John  Sherrill  . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring . 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  E.  De  Haven. . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  McClintock  . . 


Duty  or  station. 


Apalachicola. 

Key  West. 

Repairing,  Key  West. 
Coaling,  Key  West. 
Ordnance  sliip. 
Apalachicola. 

Cruising  between  Anclote 
Keys  and  Suwanee  River. 
Tampa  Bay. 

Cedar  Keys. 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Receiving  ship,  Kev  West. 
Cruising  about  St.  Maras. 
Coaling,  Key  West. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Apalachicola. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

Cruising,  St.  Marks. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 

Cruising  between  Suwanee 
and  Anclote  Keys. 

St.  Marks. 

Repairing,  Key  West. 

Oif  Indian  River. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Apalachicola. 

St.  Marks,  cruising. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Tampa  Bay. 

Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 
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Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  March  15, 1865— Cont’d. 


TENDERS. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Duty  or  station. 

1 

Ariel . 

Schooner . 

Hibiscus . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon. 

Cruising,  Tampa. 

2 

Fox . 

. do _ 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess  . . 

Cruising,  St.  Marks. 

1 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  S.  H. 
Pickles. 

Guard  vessel,  Boca 
Chica. 

i 

Sea  Bird .... 

Schooner . 

Hibiscus . 

Actg.  MasterE.  L.  Robbins 

Cruising,  Tampa. 

1 

Stonewall  .. 

. do _ 

Clyde . 

Actg.  Ensign  .1.  R.  Bell _ 

Cruising,  Cedar  Keys. 
Cruising,  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

1 

Two  Sisters. 

Restless . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatlield  . 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acty.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard , 
Boston ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Yucca. 


Nayt  Department,  March  16,  1865. 
Sir:  Order  the  U.  S.  S.  Yucca  to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report 
to  Acting-  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling  for  duty  in  the  East  Gulf 
Blockading-  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Rear-Admiral  S.  H.  Stringiiam, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Boston. 


G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling , 
II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  additional  vessel  for  his  command.  . 

Navy  Department,  March  17,  1865. 
Sir:  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  has  been  instructed  to  send  one  of  the 
schooners  of  his  squadron  to  Key  West,  suitable  for  the  service  men¬ 
tioned  in  your  No.  56,  dated  the  26th  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne ,  II  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  TJ.  S.  bark  Pursuit,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Mary,  of  Alb aco,  Bahama  Islands. 


U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

Off  Indian  River,  Florida,  March  18,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Mary,  of  Abaco,  Bahamas,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  in  Indian 
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River,  72  miles  to  the  northward  of  this  inlet.  The  captain  and  owner 
(David  Stone),  who  is  an  American,  with  a  crew  of  two  men  (both  British 
subjects),  states  that  he  cleared  from  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Bahamas,  on 
the  6th  instant,  for  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  was  forced  through  stress  of 
weather  to  run  into  Jupiter  Inlet,  45  miles  to  the  southward  of  this 
place  for  a  harbor,  consequently  the  distance  of  the  place  where  cap¬ 
tured  being  greater  from  the  port  cleared  for  than  where  he  put  in  for 
a  harbor,  leaves  no  doubt  of  his  character  and  intentions.  I  have  sent 
her,  with  captain  and  crew,  together  with  all  papers  and  cargo  (which 
last  consists  of  only  1  box  of  shoes,  1  barrel  of  rum,  and  1  box  of  sun¬ 
dries  containing  a  large  quantity  of  percussion  caps),  to  Key  West, 
Fla.,  for  adjudication. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Browne, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Russell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Honeysuckle,  regarding  the  capt  ure  of  sloop  Phantom. 

U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle, 

Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. ,  March  2%,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  2d  instant  at  8  p.  m., 
while  steaming  in  from  the  beacon  toward  the  bar  buoy,  a  light  was 
observed  in  the  direction  of  the  Suwanee  River.  I  at  once  dispatched 
Acting  Ensign  Charles  N.  Hall  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Charles  E.  Taber  with  an  armed  boat  and  crew  to  that  vicinity. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  at  about  3  miles  out¬ 
side  of  the  entrance  to  the  Suwanee  River,  Mr.  Hall  overhauled  and 
captured  the  sloop  Phantom,  Piento  Peso,  master,  from  Port  Mariel, 
Cuba,  bound  up  the  Suwanee  River.  The  sloop  is  about  20  tons 
capacity,  has  no  papers  or  flag,  and  is  loaded  with  about  3,000  pounds 
of  bar  iron  and  a  quantity  of  liquors.  There  were  three  men  (master 
included)  captured  on  board.  They  freely  admit  that  they  were  en¬ 
deavoring  to  violate  the  blockade.  There  were  no  vessels  in  sight  at 
the  time  of  capture.  The  prisoners  I  sent  to  Key  West  on  the  U.  S.  S. 
Honduras. 

During  a  severe  gale  on  the  night  of  March  9  the  sloop  was  driven 
ashore  on  Sea  Horse  Key.  After  removing  the  cargo  I  have  succeeded 
in  getting  her  afloat. 

The  liquors  I  have  sent  to  Key  West  in  the  prize  schooner  Sort  and 
have  replaced  the  rest  of  the  cargo.  I  send  the  sloop  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  and  Pilot  Nathaniel  Thrift. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  J.  Russell, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Honeysuckle. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
division  of  his  command  for  better  service. 

-N°*  95.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  March  27,  1865. 

.  SlR:  Referring  to  that  part  of  my  letter  No.  41,  relating  to  the  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  vessels  of  the  blockade,  the  closing  of  the  ports  of  Charles¬ 
ton  and  Wilmington  renders  it  certain  that  the  rebels  will  make  greater 
exertions  than  heretofore  to  run  vessels  into  the  many  small  rivers  and 
shallow  bays  on  this  coast,  and  make  it  more  important  to  keep  a  vigi¬ 
lant  lookout  for  blockade  runners  and  to  guard  well  the  I  dockaded  ports. 
As  a  means  of  doing  this  I  have  divided  the  vessels  on  the  blockade  and 
cruising  on  the  coast  into  two  divisions.  The  first  division  is  composed 
of  the  vessels  from  St.  Andrew’s  to  St.  Marks,  both  inclusive,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson,  of  the  Mahaska.  The  sec¬ 
ond,  all  the  vessels  from  St.  Marks  to  Charlotte  Harbor,  the  latter 
included,  and  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  De  Haven,  of  the 
Tcdlapoosa.  .  These  officers  have  the  general  supervision  of  the  vessels 
within  the  limits  prescribed,  and  can  upon  an  emergency  act  without 
waiting  for  order's.  When  each  officer  on  the  blockade  acted  independ¬ 
ently,  it  was  frequently  weeks  before  I  could  receive  their  reports  and 
give  the  necessary  orders  in  matters  requiring  prompt  action. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Bl-ockdg.  /Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the _  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Str idling, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  added  to  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  March  30,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following-named  vessels  have  been  ordered  to  your  squad¬ 
ron:  Powhatan ,  Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck,  to  be  used  as  your  flag¬ 
ship;  Paul  Jones,  Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan;  Conemaugh, 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft;  Tahoma ,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  P.  McCann. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy.  '■ 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Luka,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Comus. 

U.  S.  S.  Iuka, 

Lat.  23°  50'  N,  Long.  83°  If  W.,  March  31,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  to-day,  in  the  above  posi¬ 
tion,  the  Luka  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  English  schooner  Comus, 
John  Harrison,  master,  from  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  for  Havana,  w'th  a  cargo 
of  32  bales  of  sea-island  cotton. 
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I  send  the  vessel  and  her  crew  (consisting  of  12  persons)  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication. 

No  other  national  vessel  was  in  sight  at  time  of  capture. 

Herewith  please  find  enclosed  list  of  officers  and  muster  roll  of  crew 
entitled  to  prize  money. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
capture  of  the  British  schooner  Comus. 

No.  103.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  April  1 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Comus  by  the  IuJca  on  the  31st  ultimo.  The  schooner  was  loaded  with 
cotton  from  Aucilla  River,  near  St.  Mark’s. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

April  1,  1865. 

No.  102.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  1,  1865. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

3 

Beauregard  .... 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin . 

5 

Britannia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  B.  Sheldon . 

2 

Clyde . 

6 

Cherokee . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  E.  Dennison _ 

Dale . 

Ship . 

6 

Fort  Henrv . 

Ferryboat .. 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase . 

6 

H  Hudson . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  H.  Rockwell .... 

6 

Hibiscus . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  L.  Martine . 

2 

Honeysuckle  . . 

Tug . 

Actg-.  Master  J.  ,1.  Russell . . 

5 

How  quail . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  W.  Balch 

4 

Honduras . 

11 

1  no . 

Ship . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorliees. . 

5 

Iuka . 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.Comdr.W.C. Rogers 
Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

4 

Jas.  L.  Davis _ 

Bark . 

5 

Magnolia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.Comdr.W.S.Chees- 
man. 

10 

Mahaska . 

2 

Marigold . 

Tug . 

Actg.  Master  Pilot  C.  P.  Williams 

3 

Matthew  Vassar 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  G.  E.  Hill . 

8 

Midnight . 

Bark . 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer .... 

Actg,  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Apalachicola. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Repairing,  Key  West. 
Cruising  bet  ween  Tortugas, 
Mariel,  and  San  Antonio. 
Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
St.  Marks. 

Cruising  between  Anclote 
[Keys]  and  Suwanee 
River. 


Tampa  Bay. 

Cedar  Keys. 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Ordered  to  Indian  River. 
Cruising  about  St.  Marks. 
Cruising. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Key  West. 


St.  Marks. 

Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 
St.  Marks. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
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Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

2 

0.  H.  Lee . 

Schooner . . . 
Steamer  .... 

11 

Proteus . 

7 

Pursuit . 

7 

Restless . 

6 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat . . 
Steamer  .... 

. do . 

Tug  .. 

6 

Spirea . . 

5 

2 

Stars  and  Stripes 
Sunflower . 

10 

Tallapoosa . 

Steamer  .... 
Schooner . . . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master  O.  Thacher . 

Comdr.  R.  Shufeldt . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne . 

Actg.  Master  L.  H.  Partridge _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Nelson . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  John  Sherrill . 

Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring . 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  E.  De  Haven . 

Actg.  Master  W.  McClintock _ 


Present  duty  or  station. 


St.  Marks. 

Cruising. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 
Ordered  to  Key  West. 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

St.  Marks. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Tampa  Bay. 

Guard  Vessel,  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  sta¬ 
tion. 

1 

Ariel . 

Schooner . 

Hibiscus . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon. 

Cruising,  Tampa  Bay. 
Cruising,  St.  Marks. ' 

1 

Fox . 

Stars  and  Stripes 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess  . . 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Wanderer . 

Actg.  Master’s  Mate  S.  H. 
Pickles. 

Guard  “vessel,  Boca 

1 

Sea  Bird .... 

Schooner  . 

Hibiscus . 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Rob- 

Cruising,  Tampa. 

1 

Stonewall  . . 

. do _ 

Clyde . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell _ 

Cruising,  Cedar  Keys. 
Cruising,  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

1 

Two  Sisters. 

. do _ 

Britannia . 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield  . 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting.  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
injuries  to  the  JJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry. 

No.  100.]  Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  April  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  expect  to  leave  this  place  to-day  to  visit  and  inspect  the  ves¬ 
sels  at  all  the  blockaded  places  except  Indian  River,  and  shall  be 
absent  from  Key  West  eight  or  ten  days. 

I  have  a  report  that  the  Fort  Henry  grounded  on  her  anchor  and 
filled  with  water.  Everything  was  taken  out  of  her,  and  she  is  again 
afloat,  but  I  have  not  been  informed  whether  she  can  be  kept  on  the 
blockade  without  being  docked. 

If  the  Fort  Henry  has  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  blockade  at  St. 
Marks  or  St.  George’s  Sound  it  will  make  us  still  more  deficient  in 
suitable  vessels  for  the  blockade  of  those  places  referred  to  in  my 
No.  73  of  the  11th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant- Commander  Randall ,  U.  S. 

Nary,  announcing  his  arrival  at  New  York  with  the  prize  steamer 

Ruby. 

Prize  Steamer  Ruby, 

New  York ,  Ap>ril  Ilf,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  prize  steamer 
Ruby ,  which  left  Key  West  on  the  26th  ultimo.  On  the  2d  instant 
we  encountered,  when  off  Frying  Pan  Shoals,  a  hard  gale  from  the 
northeast,  during  which  the  vessel  sustained  such  injuries  as  to  make 
it  necessary  to  go  into  Beaufort  for  repairs.  She  commenced  break¬ 
ing  in  two  amidships,  one  of  the  iron  plates  on  the  port  side  breaking 
open  for  about  2  feet  6  inches.  I  have  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of 
Equipment  and  Recruiting-  a  correct  list  of  the  officers  and  crew 
attached  to  this  vessel.  I  also  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  my  orders 
received  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  P.  Randall, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-  Commander ,  TJ.  A.  Navy , 

New  Bedford ,  Mass. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an 
inspection  of  the  vessels  on  the  blockade. 

No.  104.]  Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  April, If  1865. 

Sir:  I  returned  yesterday  in  the  Magnolia  from  an  inspection  of  the 
vessels  on  the  blockade.  On  Saturday  last  I  spent  a  few  hours  at  the 
Pensacola  navy  yard.  On  my  return  here  I  found  that  the  Proteus 
and  Luka  had  returned  from  a  cruise,  and  the  Sagamore ,  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  the  Aries,  from  Norfolk,  had  arrived.  1  did  not  find  the 
vessels  generally  in  as  good  condition  as  I  expected.  The  report  of 
the  inspection  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  as  required 
by  general  order  of  the  Nav}r  Department  dated  April  5,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral  Corndg.  Bast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

April  15,  1865. 


No.  108.] 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

7 

Aries . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.  Jas.  M. Williams  . . . 

Kev  West,  coaling. 

3 

Beauregard  .... 

Schooner . .  • 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin _ 

St.  Marks. 

6 

Britannia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.Vol.  Lt.  W.  B.  Sheldon . 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

2 

Clyde . 

Actg.  Master  Cyrus  Sears . 

Deadman’s  Bay,  cruising. 
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Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

6 

Cherokee . 

Steamer _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  E.  Dennison _ 

Dale . 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat . . 

Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase . 

Glaucus  . 

Steamer  . . . . 

Commander  G.  H.  Cooper . 

6 

Hendrick  Hud¬ 
son. 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  C.  H. 
Rockwell. 

6 

Hibiscus . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Wm.  L.  Martine... 

4 

Honduras . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Thos.  R.  Harris _ 

2 

Honeysuckle  . . . 

Tug . 

Acts:.  Master  J.  J.  Russell 

u 

Ino . 

Ship . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  A.  French . 

s 

Isonomia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees  . 

5 

Iuka . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  C. 
Rogers. 

4 

Jas.  L.  Davis _ 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  W.  N.  Griswold _ 

5 

Magnolia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  S. 
Cheesman. 

10 

Mahaska . 

Lt.  Commander  Wm.  Gibson... 

2 

Marigold . 

Tug . 

Actg.  Mastei  PilotC.  P.Williams. 

3 

Matthew  Vassar 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  G.  E.  Hill . 

8 

Midnight . 

Bark . 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer  .... 

4 

0.  H.  Lee . 

Schooner . . . 

11 

Proteus . 

Steamer  .... 

7 

Pursuit . 

Bark . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  R.  Browne _ 

7 

Restless . 

. do . 

Actg.  Master  L.  H.  Partridge  ... 

4 

Sagamore . 

Steamer  .... 

6 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers . 

6 

Spirea . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol  Lt,  G.  E  Nelson 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  John  Sherrill _ 

2 

Sunflower . 

Tug . 

10 

Tallapoosa . 

Steamer  .... 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  E.  DeHaven . 

1 

Wanderer . 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  McClintoek.. 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Cruising  between  San  An¬ 
tonio  and  Tortugas  and 
Mariel. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
Key  West,  repairing. 
Receiving  ship,  Key  West. 
Cruising  near  Anclote  Keys. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Supplying  squadron. 
Tampa. 

Indian  River. 

Key  West,  repairing  rudder. 
Do. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Key  West,  coaling. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s 
Sound. 

Key  West,  harbor  duty. 
Cruising,  near  St.  Marks. 

St.  Andrew’s, 

Key  West. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

St.  Joseph's. 

St,  Marks. 

West  Pass,  St.  George’s. 

St-  Marks. 

Ordered  to  West  Pass. 

Key  West. 

Tampa. 

Guard  vessel,  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Attached  to — 

Station. 

1 

Ariel . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Ensign  F.  H.  Bacon. 

Tallapoosa . 

Cruising  between 
Tampa  and  Char¬ 
lotte  Harbor. 

2 

Fox . 

- do . 

Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess  . . 

Stars  and  Stripes 

St.  Marks. 

1 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Mate  S.  H.  Pickles . 

Wanderer . 

Guard  vessel  Boca 
Chica. 

1 

Sea  Bird .... 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Rob¬ 
bins. 

Tallapoosa . 

1 

Stonewall  .. 

_ do . 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell... 

Cedar  Keys. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

1 

Two  Sisters. 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield. 

Britannia . 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding . 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
expedition  from  the  U.  8.  steamers  Somerset  and  Sunflower  for 
destruction  of  salt  works  in  St.  Josephs  Bayou. 

No.  107.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West.  Fla. ,  April  15 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  William  P.  Rogers,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Somerset ,  reports  that 
on  the  30th  ultimo  an  expedition  from  his  vessel  and  the  Sunflower 
destroyed  a  salt  works  on  St.  Joseph’s  Bayou,  consisting  of  a  boiler 
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12  by  5  feet  and  2  feet  deep,  with  boxes,  hogsheads,  barrels,  sluices, 
also  a  large  4-wheeled  wagon  and  a  hut. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Martine ,  U  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Hibiscus ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Confederate 
sloops  Florida  and  Annie ,  off  Crystal  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Hibiscus, 

Cedar  Keys ,  April  16 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  rebel  sloop  boat 
Florida ,  with  5  persons  on  board  and  a  cargo  of  cotton,  also  the 
rebel  sloop  boat  Annie ,  with  2  persons  on  board  and  a  quantity  of 
loose  cotton.  These  captures  were  made  on  the  morning  of  the  11th 
of  April,  oft  Crystal  River,  b}r  the  U.  S.  schooner  Sea  Bird ,  tender  to 
this  vessel,  Acting  Master  E.  L.  Robbins  in  command.  Both  vessels, 
in  my  opinion,  being  unfit  to  send  to  Key  West,  I  have  taken  every¬ 
thing  of  value  on  board  this  vessel  and  destroyed  the  vessels  and  will 
send  their  cargoes  and  the  prisoners  to  Key  West  by  first  opportunity. 
Enclosed  please  find  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  persons  attached  to  this 
vessel  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  L.  Martine, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 

U.  S.  schooner  J.  L.  Davis. 

No.  114.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gule^  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  <21,  1865. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  extensive  repairs  required,  I  have  ordered 
the  James  L.  Davis  to  Philadelphia.  I  have  sent  to  the  Bureau  of 
Construction  and  Repairs  report  of  survey  upon  this  vessel. 

The  J.  L.  Davis  is  a  sailing  vessel  and  not  calculated  for  the  Navy 
except  upon  such  service  as  we  had  in  keeping  up  the  blockade  of  the 
coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Utter  from  the U. \  S. .  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  Acting 
Heat -Admiral  Stnblmg,  XL  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the 
American  schooner  St.  Mary's  by  party  commanded  by  John  O.  Braine. 


U.  S.  Consulate, 

Nassau,  [New  Providence ],  April  %°2,  1865. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  I  wrote  you  a  few  days  since  there  has  arrived  at 
this  port  the  American  schooner  St.  Mary’s,  of  Baltimore,  with  full 
cargo,  captured  from  her  master  by  10  persons  coming  alongside  of 
her  m  Chesapeake  Bay  about  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  1 
lb65,  saying  they  were  American  soldiers  crossing  from  Barren  Island 
to  1  oint  Lookout;  they  were  taken  on  board  and  immediately  seized 
the  vessel.  A  few  days  afterwards  they  boarded  a  schooner  loaded 
v  ith  w  ood,  put  the  master  and  part  of  the  crew  and  3  passengers  on 
board  the  schooner  bound  to  New  York,  bringing  two  of  the  crew  of 
the  captured  vessel  here  with  them.  I  immediately  applied  to  the 
government  here  to  have  the  vessel  seized,  with  her  piratical  crew. 
1  hey  declined,  saying  she  was  a  legitimate  prize,  and  she  put  to  sea 
again,  having  put  in  here  under  the  plea  of  distress.  She  is  com¬ 
manded  and  was  seized  by  a  gang  headed  by  the  notorious  John  C. 
Biaine,  of  steamers  C  liGSG^jfscLke  and  Roo.'ixokc  notoriety.  It  is  supposed 
here  that  he  has  gone  to  Spanish  Wells  or  Harbour  Islands  to  get 
H.  A.  Paw,  who  is  there  and  who  is  one  of  them;  both  this  man 
Braine  and  Paw  I  made  a  requisition  upon  the  government  here  for,  on 
the  charge  of  piracy  and  murder  on  board  the  Chesapeake.  I  trust  you 
may  be  able  to  procure  this  man’s  capture,  that  an  end  may  be  put  to 
his  career  of  guilt.  I  he  name  of  the  schooner  has  been  erased.  It  is 
rumored  that  guns  were  put  on  board  of  her  here,  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  clearly  whether  it  is  true.  He  will  undoubtedly 
endeavor  to  get  rid  of  his  cargo. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

Thomas  Kirkpatrick. 

Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commanding  off  cers  of  blockading 
squadrons,  enjoining  vigilance  m  preventing  the  escape  of  President 
Davis  and  his  Cabinet. 

Navy  Department,  April  28,  1865. 
Sir:  Lieutenant-General  Grant  telegraphs  to  the  War  Department, 
under  date  of  the  26th  instant,  from  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  that  Jeff  Davis 
with  his  Cabinet  passed  into  South  Carolina,  with  the’  intention,  no 
doubt,  of  getting  out  of  the  country,  either  via  Cuba  or  across  the 
Mississippi.  All  the  vigilance  and  available  means  at  your  command 
should  be  brought  to  bear  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  leaders  of  the 
rebellion. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  II.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling , 

U.  S.  Navy ,  enjoining  vigilance  regarding  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

Navy  Department,  April  38,  1865. 

Sir:  Information  has  been  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Tene- 
riffe  to  the  effect  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  left  that  place,  where 
she  obtained  a  supply  of  coal,  April  1  at  6  p.  m.  and  steamed  away 
rapidly  to  the  south.  Her  destination  is  believed  to  be  some  point  on 
our  coast,  and  every  precaution  should  be  taken  by  you  to  guard  against 
surprise  and  to  prevent  her  inflicting  serious  injury  should  she  make 
her  appearance  an37where  within  the  limits  of  your  command,  and  the 
best  means  in  }’our  power  used  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
condition  of  the  TJ.  S.  bark  Pursuit. 

No.  120.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  39,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Pursuit  requiring  repairs*  that  would  take  three  months 
to  complete  here,  I  have  ordered  her  to  New  York.  I  have  forwarded 
to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  etc.,  report  of  survey 
upon  this  vessel.  The  Pursuit  is  a  good  vessel,  and,  the  repairs  being 
made,  she  would  be  serviceable  for  some  time;  but  I  do  not  consider 
her  fit  for  naval  purposes,  except  for  such  temporary  duty  as  she  has 
been  employed  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

May  1,  1865. 

No.  125.] 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Duty  or  station. 

7 

Aries . 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Apalachicola. 

5 

Beauregard  . 

Schooner . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin _ 

5 

Britannia . 

Steamer . . . 

Charlotte  Harbor. 
Deadman’s  Bay,  cruising. 
Cruising. 

Ordnance  vessel. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Receiving  ship,  Key  West. 

2 

Clyde . 

6 

Cherokee . 

Dale . 

. do . 

Ship . 

Aetg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  E.  Dennison  . . . 

6 

Fort  Henry . 

Ferryboat  . 
Steamer . . . 

2 

Glaucus . 

Comdr.  G.  H.  Cooper . 

6 

H.  Hudson . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  C.  H. 
Rockwell. 

Cruising  near  Anclote  Keys. 

6 

Hibiscus . 

Cedar  Keys. 

Cruising. 

4 

Honduras . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Thos.  R.  Harris _ 
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Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

2 

Honeysuckle . . . . 

Steamer  . . . 

11 

Ino . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer  . . . 

5 

Iuka . 

4 

Lee,  0.  H . 

Mangham,  Geo.. 

Schooner . . 

5 

Magnolia . 

Steamer . . . 

■  10 

Mahaska . 

2 

Marigold . 

Tug  . 

8 

Midnight . 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer . . . 

22 

Powhatan . 

7 

Pursuit . 

7 

Restless . 

. do . 

4 

Sagamore . 

Steamer . . . 

6 

Somerset . 

Ferryboat . 

6 

Spirea . 

Steamer  . . . 

5 

Stars  and  Stripes. 

. do . 

2 

Sunflower . 

Tug  . 

10 

Tallapoosa . 

Steamer  . . . 

3 

Vassa'r,  Matthew 

Schooner . . 

1 

Wanderer . 

Yucca . 

Steamer . . . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master  J.  J.  Russell . . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  C.  A.  French . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  C. 
Rogers. 

Actg.  Master  0.  Thacher . 

Actg.  Master  Edward  L.  Haines 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  S. 
Cheesman. 

Lt.  Comdr.  W.  Gibson . 

Actg.  Master PilotC.  P. Williams. 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  R.  B.  Smith . 

Commodore  Jas.  F.  Schenek 

Actg.  Master  J.  Van  Boskirk _ 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  fl.  Partridge _ 

Lt.  Comdr.  C.  E.  Fleming . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  P.  Rogers  . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  E.  Nelson . 


Actg.  Master  C.  G.  Loring . 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  E.  De  Haven . 

Actg.  Master  G.  E.  Hill  .  . . 

Actg.  Master  Wm.  McClintock  . 
Actg.  Master  H.  C.  Wade . 


Duty  or  station. 


Tampa  Bay. 

Indian  River. 

Cruising  near  Tampa. 
Cruising. 

St.  Marks. 

Key  West,  repairing. 
Supplying  squadron  with 
men. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

Key  West,  condemned 
Flagship,  Key  West. 

Key  West. 

St.  Joseph’s. 

St.  Marks. 

Apalachicola. 

Do. 

Do. 

Key  West,  repairing. 

Tampa. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Guard  vessel,  Key  West, 
Apalachicola. 


TENDERS. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Duty  or  station. 

1 

Ariel . 

Schooner . 

Actg.  Ensign  A.  J.  Kendall 
Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess . . . 

Cruising  near  Tampa. 

2 

Fox . 

_ do . 

1 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

Wanderer . 

of.  iUciI'iLy . 

Guard  vessel  Boca 
Chiea. 

Cruising. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

1 

1 

Sea  Bird .... 
Stonewall  . . 

Schooner . 

Tallapoosa . 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Robbins 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell _ 

Actg.  Master  T.  Chatfield . . 

1 

Two  Sisters . 

- do . 

Tallapoosa . 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
arrival  at  Key  West  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. ' 

No.  127.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  May  2r  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Powhatan  arrived 
here  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and  I  hoisted  my  flag  on  board  of  her 
yesterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servam, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
measures  for  the  capture  of  President  Davis  and  Cabinet. 

No.  130.]  IIdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant  an  aid  of  General  Sherman 
arrived  here  with  information  that  Jefferson  Davis  and  Cabinet,  with 
considerable  treasure,  passed  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  on  the  23d  ultimo, 
escorted  by  a  large  cavalry  force,  and  that  it  was  supposed  they  would 
attempt  to  make  their  escape  from  the  coast  of  east  or  west  Florida. 
To-day  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Admiral  Dahlgren  giving  me  the 
same  information.  1  dispatched  a  vessel  to  the  west  coast  }'esterday 
morning  to  give  the  information  and  ordered  all  fishing  and  other 
boats  from  this  place  to  return  immediately  to  Key  West.  The  ves¬ 
sels  at  the  blockaded  ports  will  remain  at  their  stations  and  all  cruis¬ 
ing  vessels  have  been  ordered  to  guard  with  vigilance  the  coast,  and,  if 
possible,  prevent  the  escape  of  the  rebels.  I  also  sent  off  yesterday 
two  boat  expeditions  to  cruise  inside  the  reef  and  amongst  the  ke}Ts  to 
Cape  Florida. 

I  have  to-da}^  ordered  an  expedition  under  Commander  Cooper  to 
take  possession  of  Key  Biscayne  and  to  guard  the  passage  to  the  Gulf 
from  it  and  Bear’s  Cut  to  the  eastward  of  the  key.  It  is  not  improba¬ 
ble  the  rebels  may  attempt  to  leave  the  United  States  by  one  of  these 
inlets,  as  there  is  a  land  route  to  Fort  Dallas,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Miami  River.  All  that  region  of  Florida  is  well  known  by  Mr.  Mal¬ 
lory.  1  think  we  shall  be  able  to  prevent  their  escape  from  any  place 
they  can  reach  in  this  vicinity.  The  west  coast  will  be  more  difficult 
to  guard,  from  its  great  extent.  Admiral  Dahlgren  has  sent  a  num¬ 
ber  of  vessels  along  the  east  coast,  and  I  have  requested  him  (he 
offered  to  do  so)  to  guard  the  coast  from  Key  Biscayne,  as  we  had 
not  vessels  enough  to  do  it  and  guard  other  parts  of  the  coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  G%df  Blockdg,  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Rep>ort  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting 
correspondence  relative  to  United  States  vessels  at  Inagua. 

No.  134.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Slay  6 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  two  letters  from  Mr.  Kirkpatrick, 
FT.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  of  the  17th*  and  22df  ultimo,  in  relation  to 
visits  of  vessels  to  Inagua  and  the  schooner  St.  Mary’s  captured  by 
rebel  soldiers  in  the  Chesajieake. 

I  also  enclose  copies  of  correspondence  between  commanders  of 
vessels  visiting  Inagua,  the  chief  magistrate  there,  and  the  Governor 
of  the  Bahamas,  Nos.  1  to  5,  inclusive. 


*  See  p.  839. 
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As  these  vessels  do  not  belong-  to  this  squadron,  I  shall  inform  Mr. 
Kirkpatrick  that  I  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  Department. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A  .  -n  ,  ,  .  ,  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

Nassau ,  [ New  Providence\,  April  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  letter  from  the  colonial 
secietaiy  ot  the  Bahamas,  with  copies  of  letters  and  correspondence 
in  leg  aid  to  visits  of  United  States  ships  of  war  at  Inagua,  which  the 
governor  desires  should  be  laid  before  you  with  a  view  to  a  stop  being 
put  upon  these  irregularities  on  the  part  of  our  commanders.  The  con¬ 
struction  which  the  governor  puts  upon  that  proclamation,  “that  he 
can  only  give  permission  to  anchor  in  case  of  deep  distress,”  is,  in  my 
judgment,  neither  its  true  intent  nor  meaning.  It  says  “  they  shall  not 
anchor,  etc.,  in  the  harbor  of  Nassau  or  in  any  roadstead  of  the 
Bahamas,  etc-.,  without  the  permission  of  the  governor,  etc.,”  or  “in 
case  of  distress,  etc.,”  but  his  construction  would  render  it  impossible 
even  to  find  out  that  they  are  in  distress,  by  refusing  to  let  them  send 
a  boat  on  shore  to  report  the  fact  His  predecessor  did  not  so  construe 
it;  he  in  almost  every  case  when  permission  was  asked  to  anchor  for 
a  short  period  granted  the  request,  and  the  local  authorities  at  the  out 
islands  were  delegated  with  authority  to  grant  permission  there.  Now 
it  seems  they  are  to  be  shutoff  from  communicating  with  the  shore  or 
the  consuls  of  their  governments  in  any  case,  except  such  cases  of 
distress  as  may  appear  such  from  conjecture,  not  from  enquiry  on  the 
part  of  the  governor. 

I  submit  the  papers  enclosed  to  you,  knowing  that  you  will  do  what 
you  believe  to  be  right  in  the  premises  and  give  your  orders 
accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Kirkpatrick. 

Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West. 


No.  1.]  U.  S.  Ship  Nereus, 

Mathew  Town  Roads,  [ March  19,  186 5.  ] 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nereus 
at  this  place.  I  anchored  merely  to  save  a  few  hours’  heavy  rolling 
and  pitching  between  this  and  Cape  Henri. 

Have  no  need  for  supplies.  1  send  you  a  few  papers  of  late  date 
from  the  United  States,  and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


W.  PI.  Pinder,  Esq., 

Acting  Resident  Justice. 


J.  C.  Howell, 

Commander,  U  S.  Navy. 
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No.  2.] 


Mathew  Town, 
Inagua ,  March  25,  1865. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  for  the  information  of  his 
excellency  the  governor  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Nereus ,  Commander  How¬ 
ell,  anchored  in  this  roadstead  on  the  19th  March,  instant. 

In  less  than  twenty  minutes  after  I  received  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed,  addressed  to  me  from  the  commander,  which  I  had  scarcely 
read  when  two  of  the  officers  called  on  me  and  stated  that  they  [were] 
desired  by  him  to  express  regret  at  his  inability  to  pay  his  respects 
personally,  as  he  had  been  for  some  time  unwell,  and  to  ask  if  there  was 
any  harm  to  remain  at  anchor  for  a  few  hours.  I  replied  “Harm! 
The  Queen’s  proclamation  should  be  respected,  gentlemen.  I  have  no 
authority  to  sanction  her  anchoring  here  any  time.” 

Whether  it  was  the  result  of  this  answer  or  no  I  am  unable  to  say, 
but  in  less  than  half  hour  after  the  officers  were  on  board  and  the  ves¬ 
sel  steaming  off,  having  been  less  than  one  hour  in  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. , 


W.  H.  PlNDER, 

Acting  Resident  Justice. 


Hon.  Charles  R.  Nesbit, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  3.]  U.  S.  Consular  Agency, 

Inagua ,  Bahamas ,  March  28,  1865. 

Sir:  TheU.  S.  Ship  of  War  Galatea,  Commander  Nicholson,  encoun¬ 
tered  boisterous  weather  in  the  passage  on  the  night  of  the  27th  instant, 
and  was  compelled  to  bear  up  for  this  port  for  a  harbor  and  to  examine 
the  cause  of  his  leak. 

I  therefore  beg  to  ask  permission  for  the  Galatea  to  remain  at 
anchor  till  such  examination  can  be  made,  and  also  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  explaining  the  cause  of  Captain  Nicholson’s  apparent  disre¬ 
gard  for  the  observance  of  the  Queen’s  proclamation,  as  notified  in 
your  communication  of  this  date. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc. , 


W.  H.  Pinder,  Esq., 

Resident  Justice. 


Daniel  Sargent, 

U.  S.  Consular  Agent. 


No.  4.]  Inagua,  March  30,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  for  the  information  of  his 
excellency  the  governor  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Galatea,  Commander  Nich¬ 
olson,  anchored  in  this  roadstead  at  half  past  8  o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th  of  March,  instant. 

I  immediately  addressed  a  communication  to  Mr.  Sargent,  the  con¬ 
sular  agent,  on  the  subject,  when  a  correspondence  ensued,  copies  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  annex.  My  verbal  reply  to  the  enquiry  con¬ 
tained  in  Mr.  Sargent’s  letter,  marked  No.  2,  was  that  I  should  refer  it 
to  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  which  he  answered  “that  was  what 
he  wished.” 
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The  Galatea  left  the  roadstead  at  5  o’clock  on  the  even i no-  of  yester¬ 
day,  the  29th. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


Hon.  Charles  R.  Nesbit, 

Colonial  Secretary . 


W.  IT.  PlNDER. 


N°-  5.]  Colonial  Secretary’s  Office, 

Nassau ,  April  15 , 1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  I  am  directed 
by  the  governor  to  forward  to  you  copies  of  two  reports  just  received 
froni  the  resident  justice  at  Inagua,  reporting  further  visits  from 
United  States  vessels  of  war  to  the  anchorage  of  Mathew  Town.  His 
excellency  desires  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  insufficient  rea¬ 
sons  alleged  by  the  commanders  in  one  instance,  if"  not  in  both,  for 
infringing  thus  upon  the  royal  proclamation  of  neutrality  with  the 
view  of  our  bringing  it  specially  to  the  notice  of  Admiral  Stribling1  at 
Key  West.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  R.  Nesbit, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  Esq., 

I  •  S.  Consul ',  Nassau ,  \New  Providence\. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging 
information  from  the  Department  regarding  President  Davis  and 
the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

No.  135.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  May  6 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  informing  me  “that  Jeff.  Davis  with  his  Cabinet 
passed  into  South  Carolina  on  the  26th  ultimo  with  the  intention,  no 
doubt,  of  getting  out  of  the  country  either  via  Cuba  or  across  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi.”  My  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  No.  130,  has  informed  you  of 
steps  taken  to  prevent  the  escape  of  Davis  and  company  by  the  East 
or  West  coast  of  Florida. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  .letter  of  the  same 
date  in  relation  to  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Ransom ,  II.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Muscoota,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  East  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  6,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Muscoota  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and 
report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling  for  duty  in  the  East 
Gulf  Squadron. 
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Such  charts  and  instruments  as  are  not  needed  you  will  return  to  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  G.  M.  Ransom, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Muscoota,  Hampton  Roads ,  Va. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
readiness  of  Confederates  at  Tallahassee  for  surrender  upon  terms  of 
capitulation. 

No.  154.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  T Vest,  Fla. ,  May  8 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to-day  received  information  from  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  on  the  blockade  at  St.  Marks  that  the  rebels  at  Tallahassee  are  ready 
to  surrender  upon  the  terms  of  Johnston’s  capitulation,  and  are  waiting 
for  the  action  of  the  officers  appointed  by  General  Sherman  to  carry 
out  his  orders. 

As  there  will  then  be  no  armed  force  of  rebels  to  the  east  of  Apa¬ 
lachicola,  1  have  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  if  it  will  make  anj^ 
change  in  the  blockade  of  the  coast  as  now  existing? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Voorhees ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Isonomia ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British 
bark  George  Douthwaite. 

U.  S.  S.  Isonomia, 

Egmont  Key ,  Tampa  Bay ,  Fla.,  May  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  bark 
George  Douthwaite,  of  South  Shields,  England,  Captain  George  Davis, 
on  the  8th  instant,  off  the  Warrior  River,  west  coast  of  Florida,  loaded 
with  sugar,  rum,  wool,  ginger,  and  mahogany,  from  Jamaica,  West 
Indies,  twenty -two  da}^s  out,  under  the  following  circumstances:  On 
the  morning*  of  the  8th  instant,  while  cruising  under  slow  speed  be- 
tween  the  rivers  Steinhatchee  and  Aucilla,  at  about  6  a.  m.,  sighted  a 
strange  sail  bearing  N.  N.  W.  by  compass,  heading  N.  by  W.  £  W., 
undei  foie  and  aft  sails,  with  the  square  sails  clewed  up.  MTe  were 
steeling  N.  \\  .  by  compass  in  3^  fathoms  of  water,  land  in  full  view; 
gave  chase,  and  at  7  a.  m.  beat  to  general  quarters  and  fired  a  blank 
cartridge  from  30-pounder  Parrott,  being  then  about  2  miles  distant 
from  the  chased  vessel,  which  was  heading  for  the  land,  but  hauled 
head  offshore  soon  after  and  set  the  foresail  and  foretopsail.  At  7:30 
a.  m.  passed  under  his  stern  and  found  her  in  15  feet  of  water;  sent 
the  executive  officer  and  armed  boat’s  crew  on  board  to  take  charge, 
and  to  send  the  captain  with  his  papers  on  board  this  vessel.  She  had 
one  boat  in  the  water  alongside  and  the  launch  hoisted  out  and  hanging 
by  the  yard  tackles  ready  for  lowering,  with  no  colors  hoisted, &but 
having  the  English  ensign  on  a  ratlin  on  th.e  starboard  mizzen  rigging 
after  I  had  asked  where  his  flag  was. 

o 


EAST  GTTLE  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


843 


I  hailed  him  twice  to  heave  to  and  shorten  sail,  but  he  did  not  until 
our  men  had  got  on  deck  and  ordered  them  to  shorten  sail  and  began 
to  do  so  themselves.  When  I  asked  him  what  he  was  doing  inside  the 
blockade,  the  captain  said  he  was  bound  for  London  and  had  grounded 
at  4  a.  m.  that  morning,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where  he  was  or 
how  he  got  there.  At  8  a.  m.  it  came  on  stormy,  and  an  S.  S.  W.  gale 
setting  in  I  sent  the  captain  on  board,  and  ordered  the  prize  master  to 
make  sail  and  follow  me,  1  then  ran  for  St.  Marks  for  a  harbor  of 
safety  for  this  vessel  and  the  prize,  where  we  anchored  at  meridian  in 
19  feet  of  water,  and  the  prize  anchored  soon  after  near  this  vessel. 
On  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  being  short  of  coal  and  being  fine 
weather,  at  5  a.  m.  I  took  the  prize  in  tow  and  started  for  Tampa  Bay 
with  prize  master  and  two  men  on  board  in  charge  of  prize,  and  safely 
anchored  her  in  this  bay.  At  8  a.  m.  the  wind  was  S.  S.  E.  and  S.  W. 
swell  setting  in,  the  men  were  employed  in  unbending  and  repairing 
sails  and  otherwise  putting  the  vessel  in  order  to  proceed  to  Key  West 
with  the  first  slant  of  wind.  I  send  all  the  officers  and  men  to  Key 
West  in  the  vessel,  12  in  number.  I  am  informed  that  the  second  officer 
of  the  prize  is  acquainted  on  this  coast  and  has  sailed  from  St.  George’s 
Sound  before  the  war.  The  captain  asked  one  of  our  men  when  they 
boarded  the  vessel  where  the  river  Steinhatchee  was.  One  of  the  crew 
has  sailed  out  of  Apalachicola  since  the  war,  as  he  told  two  of  our  men 
that  he  knew  me  when  I  was  on  board  the  Port  Royal ,  blockading  Apa¬ 
lachicola.  I  send  Acting  Master  James  F.  Alcorn  and  5  men  in  charge 
of  the  prize,  and  Acting  Master  [and]  Pilot  N.  Thrift  from  the  U.  S.  S. 
Honeysuckle  to  pilot  the  vessel  to  Key  W7  est. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  D.  D.  Voorhees, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Isonomia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting 
vessels  in  place  of  the  IT.  S.  steamers  Fort  Henry  and  Somerset  in  view 
of  the  destruction  of  Confederate  vessels  at  Columbus ,  Ga. 

No.  158.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  11,  1865. 

Sir:  The  destruction  of  the  rebel  ram  and  ironclads  so  long  pre¬ 
paring  at  Columbus,  Ga.,  to  oppose  which  we  have  had  the  Fort  Henry 
and  Somerset  stationed  off  Apalachicola,  renders  these  vessels  useless 
for  that  purpose.  These  vessels  were  originally  New  York  ferryboats, 
and  are  only  fit  for  such  service  as  that  upon  which  they  have  been 
employed.  I  would  respectfully  request  two  small  steamers  to  be 
sent  here  to  replace  them,  as  they  both  require  extensive  repairs.  I 
would  send  them  north  at  once,  but  at  present  their  services  can  not 
be  dispensed  with  without  weakening  the  blockade  where  it  is  most 
important  to  have  it  effective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Str idling,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 
movements  of  the  G.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

No.  159.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  1%,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  a  dispatch  this  morning  from  the  consul-general  at 
Havana  informing  me  that  the  Stonewall  arrived  there  yesterday 
morning  and  that  it  was  reported  that  she  would  leave  to-day  for  Gal¬ 
veston.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  would  he  the  result  if  she  comes 
here  unless  the  fort  could  stop  her.  I  fear  we  could  not  successfully 
resist  her. 

The  Powhatan  and  Aries  are  the  only  vessels  in  port  and  unless  we 
could  board  her  and  overpower  her  crew,  we  could  hardly  succeed  in 
capturing  this  vessel,  if  she  is  so  powerful  as  represented.  You  may 
depend  upon  our  doing  our  best  to  destroy  her  if  she  comes  here. 

The  consul-general  also  informs  me  that  telegraphic  dispatches 
report  the  arrival  of  Jeff.  Davis  and  others  at  Matanzas  on  the  10th 
instant  in  the  steamer  Imogene ,  from  Galveston.  They  could  not  have 
come  in  the  vessel  from  Galveston,  as  there  has  not  been  sufficient  time 
for  Davis  to  have  gone  from  Charlotte,  [N.  C.],  on  the  24th  ultimo  to 
that  place  and  have  gone  to  Matanzas,  as  only  sixteen  days  elapsed. 
If  they  are  at  Matanzas  they  must  have  been  taken  on "  board  the 
Imogene  from  some  place  on  the  Florida  Reef. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Stations  of  vessels  composing  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 

May  15,  1865. 


No.  165.] 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

7 

Aries . 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  M.  Williams . 

3 

Beauregard  .... 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  W.  H.  Baldwin . 

5 

Britannia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  B.  Sheldon . 

2 

Clyde . 

6 

Cherokee . 

. do . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  E.  Dennison _ 

Dale . 

Ship . 

6 

Fort  Henrv . 

Ferryboat  .. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  I.  B.  Baxter . 

2 

Glaucus  . 

Steamer .... 

Comdr  G.  H.  Cooper . 

6 

H.  Hudson . 

. do . 

Actg. Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.C.  H.  Rock¬ 
well. 

1 

Geo.  Mangham. 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Haines . 

6 

Hibiscus . 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  L.  Martine . 

4 

Honduras . 

. do . 

Actg. Vol.  Lt. Comdr.  R.  B.  Smith 

2 

Honeysuckle  ... 

Tug . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Thos.  Chatfield _ 

5 

Howquah  . 

Steamer .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  W.  Balch . 

11 

Ino . 

Ship . 

3 

Isonomia . 

Steamer  .... 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  L.  D.  D.  Voorhees. . 

8 

Iuka . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  C. 
Rogers. 

5 

Magnolia . 

. do . 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  S.  Cheesman _ 

10 

Mahaska . 

2 

Marigold . 

Tug . 

Actg.  Master  Pilot  C.  P.  Williams 

3 

Matthew  Vassar 

Schooner . . . 

Actg.  Master  G.  E.  Hill . 

8 

Midnight . 

Bark . 

Actg.  Master  J.  C.  Wells . 

Present  duty  or  station. 


Off  Havana. 

Apalachicola. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 
Deadman’s  Bay. 

Cruising  east  coast  of  Flor¬ 
ida. 

Ordnance  ship,  Key  West. 
West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Receiving  ship,  Key  West, 
Fla. 

Cruising  near  Anclote  Keys. 

Coal  supply  vessel. 

Cedar  Keys. 

Supplying  squadron. 
Tampa. 

East  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Cruising  near  Tampa. 
Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Cruising  between  Cape  Sable 
and  St.  Marks. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Harbor  duty,  Key  West,  Fla. 
Off  Indian  River. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay. 
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Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

3 

Nita . 

Steamer .... 
Schooner . . . 
Steamer  .... 

4 

0.  H.  Lee . 

18 

Powhatan .... 

7 

Restless . 

4 

Sagamore . 

Steamer .... 

6 

Somerset . 

6 

Spirea . 

5 

2 

Stars  and  Stripes 
Sunflower . 

. do . 

Tug  . 

10 

1 

Tallapoosa . 

Wanderer . 

Steamer  .... 
Schooner ... 
Til?  . 

2 

Yucca . 

Commanding  officer. 


Actg.  Master 
Aetg.  Master 
Comdr.  Reed 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt. 
Lt.  Comdr.  C. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt, 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt. 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt. 
Actg.  Master 
Lt.  Comdr.  O. 
Actg.  Master 
Actg.  Master 


W.  Porter . 

O.  Thatcher . 

Werden . 

.  L.  H.  Partridge _ 

E.  Fleming . 

W  P.  Rogers . 

.  G.  E.  Nelson . 

John  Sherrill . 

C.  G.  Loring . 

F.  Stanton . 

W.  McClintock _ 

H.  C.Wade . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Off  Key  Biscayne. 

St.  Marks. 

Off  Havana. 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay. 

St.  Marks. 

Apalachicola. 

St.  Marks. 

West  Pass,  Apalachicola. 
.Dispatch  boat. 

Off  Havana. 

Guard  vessel,  Key  West 
Ordered  to  Key  West. 


TENDERS. 


Guns. 

Name. 

Class. 

Attached  to — 

Commanding  officer. 

Duty  or  station. 

1 

Ariel . 

Actg.  Ensign  A.  J.  Kendall 
Actg.  Master  F.  Burgess. . . 

Cruising  near  Tampa. 
Key  West,  repairing. 
Guard  vessel.  Boca 
Chica. 

Cruising  near  Tampa. 
Cruising,  Cedar  Keys. 
Cruising,  Charlotte 
Harbor. 

2 

Fox . 

StarsandStripes 
Wanderer . 

1 

Rosalie . 

Sloop . 

1 

1 

1 

Sea  Bird.... 
Stonewall  .. 
Two  Sisters. 

Schooner . 
. do _ 

Tallapoosa . 

.....do . 

Actg.  Master  E.  L.  Robbins 

Actg.  Ensign  J.  R.  Bell _ 

Actg.  Master  J.J.  Russell  . 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  E.  G.  B.  S. 


Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

May  15 ,  1865. 
(Received  8:30  a.  m.,  20th.) 

Sir:  Stonewall  still  at  Havana  yesterday  at  4  p.  m.  Will  try  to 
keep  her  there.  I  write  by  mail. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Coyndg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Surrender  *  of  the  G.  S.  ram  Stonewall ,  at  Havana ,  Cuba ,  May  19, 1865. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  letter  to  the 

U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana. 

No.  164.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  May  16,  1865. 

Sir:  Having  some  reason  to  suppose  that  there  was  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  commander  of  the  rebel  vessel  Stonewall  to  surrender 
her  to  the  United  States,  I  yesterday  addressed  a  letter  to  the  consul- 
general  at  Havana,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  As  my  letter  to 
the  consul-general  explains  my  object,  it  is  useless  for  me  to  remark 


*See  also  Series  I,  volume  3. 
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upon  it.  At  the  same  time  I  gave  Commander  Werden  instructions 
in  relation  to  the  surrender,  etc.,  if  it  should  be  offered. 

Some  days  since  I  observed  in  the  newspapers  that  a  proclamation 
would  soon  be  issued  by  the  President  by  which  the  rights  of  bellig¬ 
erents,  heretofore  conceded  to  rebel  cruisers,  would  be  withdrawn,  and 
to-day  I  observed  the  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  dated 
Washington,  May  the  9th,  gives  a  synopsis  of  the  proclamation. 

If  I  had  received  this  information  (though  not  official)  before  making 
the  offer  I  did  yesterday,  I  should  not  have  done  so;  but  having  made 
it  in  good  faith,  I  believe  the  Department  will  approve  the  course  I 
have  taken,  if  the  surrender  is  made  by  the  rebel  officers.  Under  this 
belief  I  shall  await  the  result  of  my  offer  and  trust  to  the  Department’s 
approval. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Hear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Hast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  May  15,  1865. 

Sir:  If  the  officers  of  the  Stonewall  are  sensible  men  they  must  be 
aware  of  the  desperate  state  of  the  rebel  cause  and  may  be  disposed 
to  surrender  the  vessel  if  the  officers  and  crew  can  be  paroled  on  the 
same  terms  that  Lee  and  others  surrendered  their  armies.  You  will, 
therefore,  in  such  manner  as  you  may  think  best,  let  it  be  known  that 
upon  the  surrender  of  the  Stonewall  to  Commander  Werden,  com¬ 
manding  the  Powhatan,  and  fleet  captain  (who  is  authorized  to  receive 
the  surrender),  with  her  armament  and  all  public  property,  the  officers 
and  crew  will  be  paroled  on  the  same  terms  as  were  granted  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Lee  and  his  army — the  officers  to  retain  their  side  arms  and 
officers  and  men  to  retain  their  private  effects.  And  to  put  them  on 
an  equality  with  Lee’s  army,  I  will  send  them  to  such  port  as  may  be 
agreed  upon. 

There  may  be  some  rebel  navy  officers  at  Havana  not  belonging  to 
the  Stonewall,  and  as  they  may  have  influence,  or  even  control,  over 
her  commander,  they  will,  if  they  desire  it,  be  included  in  the  agree¬ 
ment  and  have  the  same  privilege  of  retaining  personal  effects  and 
being  landed  at  the  same  place  as  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Stonewall. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  anything  further,  as  it  must  be  evident 
to  the  commander  of  the  Stonewall  that  he  can  not  hope  to  make  cap¬ 
tures  and  carry  them  into  any  port  for  their  benefit.  If  they  can  not 
do  this  there  is  no  other  means  of  support,  and  whatever  means  they 
may  now  have  will  soon  be  exhausted.  If  they  surrender  now,  what¬ 
ever  private  means  they  have  will  be  saved. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Wm.  T.  Miner,  Esq., 

TJ.  S.  Consul-General,  Havana, 
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Rep°rt  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence  with 
the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  regarding  the  status  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 


No.  161.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  May  15 ,  1865. 

UP<»  bearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  Stonewall  at  Havana,  Gen¬ 
eral  Newton  and  myself  addressed  a  note  to  the  captain-general  of 
Luba,  hoping  m-tt  such  a  communication  might  induce  him  to  recon- 
sider  the  decision  in  considering  rebel  vessels  entitled  to  the  privileges 
or  belligerents.  1  he  surrender  of  the  great  armies  and  the  flight  of 
Hat  is,  we  argued,  pi’oved  the  rebellion  to  have  no  further  existence, 
as  there  was  no  longer  any  organized  military  force  to  support  it.  I 
enclose  copies  of  the  note  to  the  captain-general  and  his  answer. 

Commander  Werden  proceeded  to  Havana  in  the  Powhatan ,  on  the 
13th  instant,  and  had  a  personal  interview  with  the  captain -general. 

t  he  Powhatan  and  Aries  are  the  only  vessels  of  any  force  I  have 
here.  They  will  be  stationed  off  Havana,  at  sea,  out  of  Spanish  juris¬ 
diction,  to  watch  the  Stonewall  and  try  to  keep  her  in  port,  and  as 
soon  as  the  Tallapoosa  and  Mahaska  join  them  Commander  Werden 
will  be  directed  to  attack  the  Stonewall  if  she  goes  to  sea.  The  Tal¬ 
lapoosa  and  Mahaska  are  now  cruising  on  the  coast,  and  it  may  be  two 
or  three  days  before  they  can  get  my  orders  and  return  to  this  place. 
It  is  my  intention,  at  present,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  Stone¬ 
wall  as  long  as  she  remains  at  Havana. 

I  do  not  consider  that  this  will  be  any  violation  of  neutrality,  as  the 
vessels  will  be  cruising  on  the  high  seas.  If  I  err  in  this,  I  beg  to  be 
informed  without  delay. 

The  Department  will  have  been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Stonewall  and  have,  I  hope,  sent  the  necessary  reinforcements  here  to 
enable  me  to  capture  or  destroy  this  vessel.  Two  or  three  heavy 
vessels,  with  good  speed,  will  be  sufficient.  I  would  suggest  a  heavy 
sloop  of  war  and  two  of  the  largest  double-enders,  if  no  ironclads  or 
monitors  are  available.  The  vessels  I  have  at  present  here  will  not 
be  sufficient  to  watch  and  attack  the  Stonewall  if  she  comes  out,  as 
some  of  them  will  have  to  be  withdrawn  from  time  to  time  for  sup¬ 
plies.  The  Powhatan ,  Tallapoosa ,  and  Mahaska  are  the  only  vessels 
on  the  station  sufficiently  strong  to  run  her  down,  and  in  the  absence 
of  either  of  them  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  attack  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. , 


C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Fast  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Many,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Naval  and  Military, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  May  12,  1865. 

Sir:  We  have  understood  that  the  ram  Stonewall  has  arrived  in  the 
port  of  Havana. 

The  rebel  armies  under  Lee,  Johnston,  and  Taylor — in  fine,  all  their 
troops  east  of  the  Mississippi — have  surrendered. 

The  Stonewall  can  not  cruise  except  under  a  piratical  flag,  because 
the  Confederate  Government  has  no  representation,  civil  or  military, 
in  this  country. 
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If,  therefore,  this  vessel  is  allowed  to  proceed  to  sea,  the  Spanish 
Government  must  account  for  tolerating  piracy. 

This  dispatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Commander  Reed  Wer- 
den,  fleet  captain  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency’s  most  obedient  servants, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Bloekdg.  Squadron. 

John  Newton, 

Brig.  Gen.,  U.  S.  A.,  Comdg.  Hist.  Key  West  and  Tortugas. 

His  Excellency  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba. 

[Translation.] 

Office  of  the  Superior  Civil  Government 

of  the  Ever  Faithful,  Island  of  Cuba, 

Havana ,  May  13 , 1865. 

Excellent  Sir:  I  have  received  a  communication  signed  by  your 
excellency  and  Mr.  John  Newton,  brigadier-general  of  the  United 
States  Army,  commanding  the  district  of  Key  West  and  Tortugas,  in 
which  you  state  that  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  in  this  port  of  the 
ram  Stonewall ,  that  if  this  vessel  is  permitted  to  proceed  to  sea  that 
the  Spanish  Government  will  beheld  responsible  for  tolerating  piracy, 
as  the  Confederate  Government  has  no  representative,  either  civil  or 
military. 

Through  the  newspapers  of  the  United  States  I  have  learned  that 
the  Confederate  troops  commanded  by  General  Lee  and  others  have 
surrendered.  But  having  no  new  instructions  from  my  Government, 
I  have  to  confine  myself  to  those  in  existence,  which  date  from  June 
and  December,  1861,  in  which  I  am  directed  to  observe  the  strictest 
neutrality  in  the  contest  between  the  Federal  States  of  the  Union  and 
the  Confederate  States  of  the  South. 

This  neutrality  has  never  been  infringed  since  that  period,  and  I 
will  continue  to  observe  it  until  new  orders  to  the  contrary  are 
received;  and  your  excellencies  will  permit  me  to  say  that  such  com¬ 
munications,  of  the  class  to  which  I  reply,  are  only  proper  and 
permitted  from  one  nation  to  another  through  its  legitimate  represent¬ 
atives  ad  hoc,  which  neither  of  your  excellencies  nor  myself  is. 

The  ram  Stonewall  entered  this  port  on  the  11th  instant  with  damage 
to  her  steam  machinery,  which  is  now  being  repaired.  As  soon  as  she 
is  ready  I  will  cause  her  to  leave  this  port,  under  the  conditions  pre¬ 
scribed  in  the  royal  decree  of  my  Government,  dated  17th  June,  1861, 
unless  some  unforeseen  occurrence  should  give  occasion  for  longer 
detention,  of  which  I  will  inform  your  excellencies. 

I  am  desirous  that  the  good  relations  existing  between  my  Govern¬ 
ment  and  that  of  the  United  States  should  continue,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  I  will  not  be  the  cause  of  any  interruption  of  the  same,  as  the 
Government  of  the  Union  will  understand  by  the  just  explanation 
contained  in  this  communication. 

God  preserve  your  excellencies  many  years. 

Domingo  Dulce. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Stribling, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  U.  S.  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  means  for  guarding  the 

ram  Stonewall. 

No.  169.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

t  Key  West ,  May  20,  1865. 

Sir:  The  U  S.  S.  Connecticut  arrived  here  yesterday  morning-  from 
Havana.  As  the  ram  Stonewall  is  still  there  I  have  concluded  to  keep 
xha  Connecticut  here  to  assist  in  watching  the  movements  of  the  ram 
until  such  time  as  I  shall  have  received  additional  force. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  „  ,  ,  .  ,  ^  C.  K.  Stribling, 

-Actg.  Bear-Adrmral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg .  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  surrender  to  the  Spanish 

authorities, 

No.  170.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba,  informing  me  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  had  been  delivered 
to  the  Spanish  authorities  by  the  rebel  commander,  and  that  she  will 
be  kept  until  the  orders  of  his  Government  are  received. 

Her  officers  and  crew  have  left  the  vessel,  the  latter  having  been 
paid  off  by  the  Spanish  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Key  West,  Fla.,  May  21, 1865. 
(Received  Washington,  May  25,  1865.) 
Sir:  The  Stonewall  was  turned  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities  by 
her  rebel  commander  on  the  19th  instant. 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  the  captain- 

general  of  Cuba 

No.  171.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  22,  1865. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  instant  (No.  170),  announc¬ 
ing  the  surrender  of  the  Stonewall,  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
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dispatch  received  from  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  informing  me  of 
the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gidf.on  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Office  of  the  Superior  Civil  Government 

of  the  Ever  Faithful  Island  of  Cuba. 

Havana,  May  19,  1865. 

Excellent  Sir:  On  the  13th  of  the  present  month  I  had  the  honor 
to  reply  to  a  communication  signed  by  your  Excellency  and  by  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Newton,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  commanding 
the  Department  of  Key  West  and  Tortugas,  with  reference  to  the 
arrival  of  the  ram  Stonewall. 

Since  that  period  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  prevent,  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  dignity,  decorum,  and  humanity,  and  with  due  respect 
to  the  good  understanding  which  my  Government  wishes  to  preserve 
toward  the  United  States,  the  unnecessary  shedding  of  any  more  pre¬ 
cious  blood  between  two  kindred  people  as  are  the  North  and  the  South, 
which  constitute  the  United  States. 

To-day  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  obtained  that  the  Stonewall 
cease  to  be  one  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States. 

This  morning  the  commander,  Mr.  Thomas  J .  Page,  has  surrendered 
for  safe-keeping,  and  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  the 
said  steamer  lately  under  his  command. 

I  will  communicate  this  success  to  my  Government  b}r  the  first  mail 
and  ask  for  instructions  in  reference  thereto. 

All  the  crew  has  been  discharged  and  the  Stonewall  remains  in  the 
custody  of  the  navy  of  her  Catholic  Majesty. 

The  commander  of  the  ram  would  not  adopt  any  other  course,  but, 
notwithstanding,  this  vessel,  once  an  enemy  of  the  United  States,  has 
ceased  to  be  so. 

God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 

Domo  Dulce. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Stribling, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  U.  S.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  interview  with  the 
captain-general  of  Cuba  and  a  visit  to  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

No.  178.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  May  27,  1865. 

Sir:_  On  Monday  evening,  the  22d  instant,  I  left  here  in  the  Iulca 
and  joined  the  Powhatan,  next  morning  off  Havana,  sent  the  other  ves¬ 
sels  off  the  port  on  a  cruise,  and  went  into  port  in  the  flagship. 

My  object  in  visiting  Havana  was  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  captain- 
general  and  thank  him  for  his  action  in  the  case  of  the  Stonewall. 
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tion  i  i  d!  ,  f 1  caPtam-§‘eneral  he  expressed  his  satisfac- 
surreLpr  thf  i  iab  6  to  ,1"duce11the  commander  of  the  Stonewall  to 
“ 1  VeSSelJ unconditionally  to  the  Spanish  Government.  He 
(the  lebel  commander)  had  endeavored  to  get  a  promise  from  the 

IJnwStT  If ln  T  -event  wouId  the  vessel  be  delivered  up  to  the 
L  T  vll-f  oThe  caPtain-general  declined  giving  such  assurance. 

1  visited  the  Stonewall  and  do  not  consider  her  so  formidable  a  ves¬ 
sel  as  has  been  represented.  In  a  seaway  she  would  be  powerless,  and 
unless  her  speed  was  greater  than  that  of  her  opponent  her  ram  could 
do  no  harm  I  left  Havana  on  Wednesday  afternoon  in  the  Powhatan 
and  arrived  here  next  morning  (the  24th). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a  ,■  ,  .  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Pear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  BIJcdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary .  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Stribling 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  redaction  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  20,  1865. 

Snu  Your  No.  158,  of  the  11th  instant,  has  been  received.  The 
condition  of  affairs  now  admits  of  a  reduction  of  the  East  Gulf  Squad- 
ion.  Send  home  all  but  fifteen  vessels  and  reduce  expenses  of  everv 
kind  accordingly.  J 

Such  volunteer  officers  as  are  desirous  of  leaving  the  service  and 
those  of  the  men  who  have  the  shortest  time  to  serve  can  be  sent  home 
in  the  returning  vessels.  Endeavor  to  retain  the  most  efficient  officers 
and  select  such  vessels  for  retention  as  in  your  opinion  promise  to  be 
most  useful  and  serviceable  on  the  station. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  PlocMg.  Squadron ,  Key  West. 


Bejooi  t  of  Acting  Pear-A.dmiral  Stribling ,  TJ.  S.  Na/vy ,  regarding 

orders  given  to  various  vessels. 

No.  172.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  May  22,  1865. 

Sir.  I  hav6  oidered  the  Glaucus  to  New  liork,  to  be  accompanied 
by  the  Magnolia,  and  the  latter  vessel  to  return  to  this  place  as  soon 
as  some  men  I  have  written  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment 
and  Recruiting  for  are  received,  if  not  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Department. 

As  soon  as  the  Magnolia  returns,  I  intend  to  send  her  to  accompany 
the  Fort  Henry  and  Somerset  (the  latter  has  no  steam  power)  to  New 
Yoik,  as  she  is  the  most  suitable  vessel  in  the  squadron  for  this  serv¬ 
ice.  The  Connecticut  left  here  yesterday  for  Hampton  Roads;  the 
surrender  of  the  Stonewall  to  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Havana  made 
it  unnecessary  to  detain  her  any  longer. 
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The  Huron  arrived  yesterday  from  Hampton  Roads  to  assist  in  pre¬ 
venting  the  escape  of  Jeff.  Davis.  As  this  is  no  longer  necessary,  I 
have  ordered  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge  to  return  forthwith  to 
his  station  and  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Hear- Admiral ,  Corndg.  Hast  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington.  J).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Hear- Admiral  Stribling ,  II.  S.  Wavy ,  regarding  the 
reduction  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

No.  176.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  May  36,  1865. 

Sir:  The  capture  of  Jeff.  Davis  and  the  surrender  of  the  Stonewall 
to  the  Spanish  authorities  enable  me  to  commence  the  reduction  of 
the  squadron. 

As  soon  as  they  arrive  from  their  proper  stations  I  shall  send  north 
the  Fort  Henry ,  Somerset ,  Isonomia ,  and  Britannia ,  as  being,  in  my 
opinion,  inefficient  or  no  longer  required. 

The  Beauregard ,  Ariel ,  Rosalie,  Stonewall,  and  Two  Sisters  are  small 
schooners,  and  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  I  request  the  authority  of  the 
Department  to  have  them  sold  here,  as  they  are  such  vessels  as  would 
sell  for  a  higher  price  here,  I  believe,  than  anywhere  else,  as  they 
are  of  the  size  required  at  this  place.  All  of  them  are  well  worn  and 
will  soon  require  considerable  repairs. 

I  shall,  perhaps  in  a  week  or  two,  add  to  the  above  the  Aries ,  Chero- 
kee,  luka,  and  Sunflower. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Corndg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  requesting 
authority  for  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Spray,  surrendered  at  Talla¬ 
hassee,  Fla. 

No.  177.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  37,  1865. 

Sir:  When  the  rebel  land  forces  were  surrendered  at  Tallahassee  on 
the  terms  agreed  upon  between  Generals  Sherman  and  Johnston  a 
small  steamer  called  the  Spray  was  surrendered  by  her  commander, 
H.  H.  Lewis,  to  the  Navy,  and  the  officers  and  crew  paroled  by  the 
provost-marshal  of  General  Cooke. 

The  Spray  is  a  small  high-pressure  steamer,  unseaworthy  but  in  a  condition  to 
move  in  smooth  water.  She  has  a  good  launch  and  one  other  serviceable  boat. 

This  is  the  account  given  of  her  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Gibson. 
I  have  ordered  her  to  be  brought  to  Key  West  if  she  is  in  a  fit  condi¬ 
tion  to  be  moved.  If  upon  examination  the  Spray  is  found  to  be  in  the 
condition  represented,  I  request  your  authority  to  have  her  sold. 
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It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  upon  the  surrender  of  the  Spray 
lieutenant  H.  H.  Lewis,  her  commander,  was  scrupulously  careful  in 
having  the  vessel  and  everything  belonging  to  her,  and  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  on  shore,  delivered  in  good  order  to  the  officer  ordered 
to  receive  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  ZJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  capture  of  small  boat  containing  persons  supposed,  to  be  prominent 
men  under  fictitious  names. 

U.  S.  S.  Union, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  May  27,  1865. 
SIR.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  sta¬ 
tion,  after  having  complied  with  my  orders  from  the  honorable  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy,  dated  April  17,  1865. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  May,  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling 
received  official  dispatches  announcing  the  surrender  of  the  rebel 
pirate  ram  Stonewall  to  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Havana. 

The  same  morning  General  Newton,  commanding  the  army  forces 
at  Key  West,  received  information  that  his  pickets  at  Cape  Sable, 
[I  la.],  had  captured  a  boat  containing  7  white  persons  and  1  colored, 
all  armed,  and  to  appearance,  persons  of  importance.  They  had 
embarked  at  Crystal  River,  pulling  and  sailing  along  the  coast  of 
Florida  during  the  night,  and  secreting  themselves  during  the  day. 
Their  object  was  to  get  to  Havana.  They  gave  their  names  as  follows: 
Frank  C.  Anderson,  Frederick  Mohe,  Richard  S.  McCullock,  Thomas  A. 
Harris,  Julius  C.  Pratt,  Isaac  A.  Homer,  Henry  W.  McCormick.  Not 
having  been  received  at  Key  West,  it  is  not  known  ivho  they  are. 
Their  conduct  looks  suspicious  and  leads  to  the  supposition  that  they 
were  men  of  importance  in  the  so-called  Confederacy,  and  that  many 
of  the  names  given  are  fictitious.  It  is  thought  Breckinridge  and 
Mallory  are  among  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Conroy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant- Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sewetary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  ZJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
loss  of  Confederate  torpedo  boat  en  route  to  Key  West  towed  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Yucca. 

No.  180.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  May  29,  1865. 

Sir:  Upon  the  capture  of  Columbus  a  small  torpedo  boat  not  entirely 
finished  was  not  destroyed  by  the  rebels,  and  was  sent  down  to 
Apalachicola.  I  ordered  her  to  be  towed  to  this  place,  and  I  regret  to 
report  her  being  lost  on  her  way  here  in  tow  of  the  Yucca.  A  strong 
westerly  wind  prevailed  at  the  time,  and  every  effort  was  made  on  the 
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part  of  Acting  Master  Wade,  commanding  the  Yucca ,  to  save  the  boat. 
I  am  satisfied  that  Acting  Master  Wade  should  not  be  blamed  for  the 
loss  of  the  boat,  as  she  was  not  intended  to  go  to  sea;  but  I  supposed 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  when  light  winds  and  calms  prevail,  she 
might  be  towed  here  in  safety. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  to 
be  relieved  from  command  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

No.  182.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla. ,  Ahay  30,  1865. 

Sir:  As  1  have  not  entirely  recovered  from  a  severe  attack  of 
neuralgia  last  winter,  I  respectfully  request  to  be  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  and  appointed  to 
succeed  Commodore  Engle  at  the  Naval  Asylum  whenever  the  Depart¬ 
ment  may  relieve  him  from  the  command. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  R,  ear- Admiral  Stribling,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging 
the  Department' s  orders  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  squadron. 

No.  184.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  Ahay  31,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  20th  instant.  Before  its  receipt  I  had  commenced  to  reduce  the 
squadron.  Your  order  will  be  complied  with  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
/Stribling,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  squadron  under 
his  command. 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  1865. 
Sir:  Reduce  the  East  Gulf  Squadron  to  the  following  number  of  ves¬ 
sels  with  all  possible  dispatch,  viz:  Four  tugboats,  ten  other  steamers. 

\  ou  can  have  in  addition  such  store  vessels  as  may  be  required  in 
connection  with  this  force. 
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Select  the  most  efficient  vessels  for  retention  and  send  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  a  list  of  them.  Send  all  the  others  to  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Poston  before  the  middle  of  July.  If  any  can  be  sold  at  Key 
West,  so  report  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction. 

hill  up  the  vessels  that  remain  as  the  fixed  force  of  the  squadron 
with  their  complement  of  officers  and  men.  Retain  for  this  purpose 
good  volunteer  officers,  so  far  as  possible,  those  who  wish  to  continue 
a  while  longer  in  the  service,  and  send  north  all  other  volunteer  offi¬ 
cers,  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Of  the 
men,  send  home  those  who  have  the  least  time  to  serve. 

In  forwarding  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  vessels  retained  send 
with  it  lists  of  the  officers  of  each  and  complete  muster  rolls  of  their 
crews,  the  latter  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting. 

All  property  hitherto  belonging  to  the  rebel  Naval  Department  or 
that  was  under  its  control  will  be  taken  possession  of  by  you,  and  an 
account  taken,  with  an  estimate  of  the  value  thereof,  and  forwarded  to 
this  Department,  If  such  property  is  in  the  possession  of  the  United 
States  military  forces,  make  a  written  request  for  it,  and  report  your 
action  to  this  Department,  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  given  by 
the  War  Department  for  its  delivery  to  the  Navy. 

Economize  in  the  use  of  coal  and  give  directions  to  all  vessels  to 
keep  steam  down,  except  in  an  emergency,  of  which  the  senior  officer 
shall  judge,  under  the  directions  of  the  commander  of  the  squadron. 

The  title  of  the  squadron  under  }’our  command  will  hereafter  be  the 
“East  Gulf  Squadron.” 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron ,  Key  West ,  Fla. 


Rejport  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  TL  S.  Navy ,  regar-ding 
matter's  connected  with  the  reduction  of  the  squadron  under  his  com¬ 
mand. 


No.  185.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Ala. ,  June  1 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to-day  ordered  the  Aries  to  Boston.  This  vessel  is  in 
good  order  and  ready  for  any  service. 

The  following-named  vessels  will  be  sent  north  as  soon  as  they  can 
come  from  their  present  stations,  viz:  Britannia ,  Cherokee ,  Fort  Ilenry, 
Honeysuckle ,  Ilowquah ,  Isonomia,  luka ,  Ino ,  Somerset ,  Stars  and 
Stripes,  and  Sunflower. 

In  consequence  of  the  number  to  which  you  have  limited  this  squad¬ 
ron,  I  have  to  request  your  authority  to  add  to  the  number  of  small 
vessels  to  be  sold,  named  in  my  No.  176,  the  Fox ,  Sea  Bird ,  and 
Wanderer.  The  Wanderer  is  unseaworthy  and  can  not  be  sent  north 
without  considerable  repairs,  and  I  suppose  she  will  sell  as  well  here  as 
anywhere  else. 

I  enclose  the  names  of  the  vessels  1  propose  to  retain  and  the  places 
where  they  are  to  be  stationed. 
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You  will  observe  that  I  have  not  included  the  Dale ,  Marigold , 
George  Mangham ,  and  Yucca  in  the  number  (15)  authorized  to  be 
retained. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  Dale  be  sent  north,  as,  for  so  small  a 
squadron,  I  do  not  consider  an  ordnance  ship  necessary.  The  powder 
and  fixed  ammunition  are  at  Fort  Taylor,  and  all  other  ordnance  stores, 
etc.,  can  be  kept  in  store  on  shore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Dear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

List  of  vessels  to  be  retained  in  the  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Name. 


1.  Powhatan . 

2.  Paul  Jones . 

3.  Muscoota . 

4.  Mahaska . 

5.  Tallapoosa . 

6.  Clyde . 

7.  Hibiscus . 

8.  Spirea . 

9.  Hendrick  Hudson 

10.  Sagamore . 

11.  Midnight . 

12.  Restless . 

13.  Matthew  Vassar  . . 

14.  O.  H.  Lee . 

15.  Honduras . 

Dale . 

Marigold . 

George  Mangham 
Yucca . 


Station. 


Flagship. 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

Do. 

To  cruise  between  St.  Marks,  St.  George’s  Sound,  and  St.  Andrew’s 
Tampa. 

Cruising  between  Tampa  and  Key  West. 

Cedar  Keys. 

St.  George’s  Sound. 

Cruising  between  St.  Marks  and  Tampa. 

St.  Marks. 

St.  Andrew’s. 

St.  Joseph’s. 

Indian  River. 

Charlotte  Harbor. 

Supply  vessel. 

Ordnance  ship. 

Harbor  tugboat. 

Coal-supply  vessel. 

Dispatch  boat. 


,  .  ,  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Dear- Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Sq  uadron. 


Deport  of  Brigadier-  General  Asboth ,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  tne  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Apalachicola,  Fla. 

Headquarters  District  of  West  Florida, 

Barrancas,  June  6,  1865. 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
orders  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I  left  this  place  for  Apa¬ 
lachicola,  i  la. ,  on  the  31st  instant  [ultimo],  at  10  a.  m.,  with  the  U  S 
transports  Peabody,  N.  P.  Banks ,  Clyde,  Hussar,  and  Tampico,  with 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty -first  New  York  Infantry  and  the  Eighty- 
second  U.  fe.  Colored  Infantry  and  30  mounted  men  and  supplies  for 
-Brevet  Major-General  Wilson’s  command  at  Macon,  Ga.,  on  board 
convoyed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Itasca ,  Lieutenant-Commander  N.  Green 
commanding,  under  instructions  contained  in  enclosed,  in  1  2  and  3. 
1  arrived  at  the  upper  anchorfage]  of  Apalachicola,  after  a  smooth  run 
ot  twenty-three  hours,  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  1st  instant,  and,  landing  with 
the  steamer  Tampico ,  directed  that  the  discharging  of  the  vessels 
should  commence  immediately  and  continue  day  and  night  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  enclosed  orders,  under  4,  5,  and  6.  The  last  steamer  being 
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disehargcd  °n  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  I  embarked  at  daylight  on 
t  e  5th  and  got  underway  at  9  a.  m.  with  the  fleet,  except  the  steamer 
1  ampico ,  which  remained  at  Apalachicola  as  lighter,  having  been 
assigned  to  that  duty  by  Captain  Rundle,  assistant  chief  quartermaster 
at  Mobile  Ala.,  and  arrived  here  at  daybreak,  after  a  run  of  twenty 
hours.  Upon  taking  possession  of  the  town  of  Apalachicola  I  found 
bbS  bales  of  cotton  belonging  to  private  parties  in  the  hands  of  the 
na)  nl  authorities,  which  was  turned  over  to  the  post  quartermaster  for 
safe-keeping.  Seventy-six  bales  more  arrived  before  I  left,  making  a 
total  of  944  bales  now  in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  Treasury  agents.  All  supplies  intended  for  Brevet 
Major-General  \\  ilson’s  command  were  forwarded  up  the  Apalachicola 
and  Chattahoochee  rivers  on  steamer  Young ,  in  charge  of  Captain 
Lamson,  Seventeenth  Indiana  Volunteers.  I  requested  General  Wil¬ 
son  to  communicate  such  instructions  as  were  necessary  for  the  for¬ 
warding  of  further  supplies  to  his  command  to  Colonel  Zulavsky, 
commanding  post,  and  to  order  one  of  the  small  steamers  on  the 
Chattahoochee  River  down  to  Apalachicola  for  Government  use  in  this 
district.  I  also  requested  him  to  have  the  light-house  machinery  and 
buoys  belonging  to  Apalachicola  Bay,  but  which  were  taken  by  the 
rebels  to  Eufaula,  sent  down,  that  they  may  be  placed  in  their  old  posi¬ 
tions,  and  that  all  the  naval  property  taken  from  Pensacola  navy  yard 
by  S.  Z.  Gonzales,  late  naval  storekeeper  under  the  Federal  as  well  as 
the  rebel  Government,  to  Morino’s  Plantation,  near  Albany,  Ga.,  to  be 
shipped  down  the  Flint  River  to  Apalachicola,  with  the  view  of  having 
it  returned  to  the  proper  naval  authorities.  I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of 
my  instructions  to  Colonel  L.  L.  Zulavsky,  commanding  post,  and 
would  respectfully  request  to  be  informed,  for  my  further  guidance, 
whether  they  meet  the  approval  of  the  major-general  commanding. 
People  are  returning  to  Apalachicola  from  rebeldom  as  well  as  from 
the  North,  anxious  to  resume  their  former  vocations.  I  can  not  speak 
in  too  high  terms  of  Captain  N.  Green,  commanding  U.  S.  convoy 
steamer  Itasca,  who,  by  his  nautical  skill  and  efficiency,  as  well  as  his 
friendly  willingness  to  aid  whenever  required,  materially  contributed 
to  the  successful  trip  and  the  speedy  discharge  of  the  vessels. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Asbotii, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  T.  Christensen, 

Asst.  Adjutant-  General ,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  dispatching  north  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  luka  and  Cherokee. 

No.  189.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Flct.,  June  6,  1865. 
Sir:  The  luka  and  Cherokee  will  leave  this  port  to-day  for  Boston. 
These  vessels  are  sent  north  not  on  account  of  any  defects,  but 
because  the  Department  has  ordered  the  reduction  of  the  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S trilling, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  the  transfer  of  the  command  of  the  East  Gulf 
Squadron  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher ,  II.  S.  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  June  9,  1865. 

Sir:  When  your  squadron  is  reduced  to  the  number  of  vessels  desig¬ 
nated  in  the  Department’s  order  dated  May  31,  you  will  turn  over  the 
command  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  H.  K. 
Thatcher,  or,  if  he  does  not  reach  Key  West  in  time,  then  by  letter  to 
that  officer;  and  from  that  date  the  East  Gulf  Squadron  will  cease  to 
exist. 

You  will  then  proceed  to  Boston  in  the  Powhatan,  and  report  your 
arrival  there  to  the  Department  by  telegraph. 

Very  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Isonomia  and  Somerset  for  New  Yorlc. 

No.  196.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  June  10,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  the  Isonomia  to  tow  the  Somerset  to  New  York. 
Both  of  these  vessels  left  here  yesterda}^  for  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
matters  connected  with  the  reduction  of  the  squadron  under  his  com¬ 
mand. 

No.  197.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  June  13,  1865. 

Sir:  When  the  reduction  of  the  squadron  is  completed  the  naval 
force  here  will  not  be  so  great  as  to  require  the  use  of  the  rooms  on 
shore,  known  as  the  “Naval  Headquarters,”  and  I  respectfully  request 
the  authority  of  the  Department  to  discontinue  the  use  of  them. 

And  with  the  reduced  force  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  I  do 
not  deem  a  fleet  paymaster  or  fleet  engineer  as  any  longer  required. 
The  paymaster  and  chief  engineer  of  the  flagship  could,  I  believe,  per¬ 
form  all  the  duties  required  now  of  the  fleet  paymaster  and  engineer 
without  interfering  materially  with  their  duties  on  board  the  flagship. 
If  the  Department  determines  to  keep  up  the  machine  shop  here,  I 
would  recommend  that  the  commander  of  the  squadron  be  authorized 
to  assign  one  of  the  assistant  engineers  of  the  flagship  to  have  charge 
of  the  shop  and  everything  belonging  to  it,  the  officer  in  charge  of 
stores  (naval  storekeeper)  to  have  charge  of  all  engineer’s  stores,  as  at 
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present.  The  force  of  the  machine  shop  to  be  reduced  to  40  men. 
lhese,  with  the  mechanics  of  the  ship  requiring  repairs,  could  do  the 
necessary  work  upon  one  vessel  with  the  usual  dispatch. 

1  he  reduction  in  store  rent  will  be  commenced  in  a  few  days,  but 
can  not  be  completed  until  the  coal  depot  is  altered,  as  proposed  to  a 
storehouse.  ’ 

The  convenience  of  Key  West  as  a  coal  depot  will,  I  presume,  deter- 
mme  the  Department  to  continue  it  as  such,  without  reference  to  its 
being  the  depot  of  supplies  for  a  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  ,  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Rlockdg .  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  J>.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  lettei  was  ei  idently  written  before  the  receipt  of  the  instruc¬ 
tions,  May  31,  which  did  not  seem  to  have  been  acknowledged  by 
anyone  except  Radford.  Enquire  the  reason. 

W. 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  reduction  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

No.  200.]  Hdqrs;  East  Gulf  Squadron, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  R,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo  in  relation  to  the  reduction  of  the  squadron.  Before  its 
receipt  I  had  so  far  carried  out  the  orders  of  the  Department  of  the 
20th  ultimo  as  to  reduce  the  squadron  to  13  instead  of  14  steam  ves¬ 
sels,  and  they  are  as  follows:  Powhatan,  Muscoota,  Paul  Jones,  Tal¬ 
lapoosa,  Ala  haska,  Sagamore,  Clyde,  II.  Hudson,  Hibiscus,  Honduras, 
Marigold,  Sgdrea,  and  Yucca.  The  Dale,  ordnance  storeship,  will  be 
retained  until  further  orders  are  received.  The  Ino  will  be  retained 
until  I  receive  orders  about  the  schooners  I  have  recommended  to  be 
sold,  to  take  the  crews  of  these  vessels  north,  if  I  am  authorized  to 
sell  the  vessels.  The  George  Mangharn,  store  vessel,  will  be  retained 
to  take  surplus  stores  to  any  place  they  may  be  ordered  to  be  sent. 
The  Midnight,  Restless,  Matthew  Vassar,  and  0.  II.  Lee  will  be  sent 
north  as  soon  as  they  can  be  brought  from  the  places  where  they  are 
now  stationed,  and  will  take  surplus  ordnance  stores,  as  directed  by 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance..  The  Stars  and  Stripes  and  Britannia 
were  amongst  the  vessels  I  originally  (under  the  Department’s  orders 
of  the  20th  ultimo)  designated  to  be  sent  north,  but  as  they  were  far¬ 
thest  off  they  have  not  yet  left  for  the  north,  and  as  they  are  both  in 
bad  condition,  I  shall  still  send  them,  though  it  will  reduce  the  squad¬ 
ron  one  below  the  number  authorized.  The  lists  of  officers  and  com¬ 
plete  muster  roll  of  crews  of  the  vessels  retained  will  be  forwarded  as 
soon  as  the  vessels  at  a  distance  can  be  communicated  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  East  Gxdf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


860 


EAST  GULP  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging 
Department' x  orders  regarding  the  transfer  of  command'  of  the  East 
Gulf  Squadron. 

No.  202.]  Hdqrs.  East  Gulf  Squadron, 

Key  West ,  Fla.,  June  17, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  directing  me  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  squadron 
to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  etc. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Amiral ,  Corndg.  East  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  .from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear- Admired 

Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  action  of  the  French  and 

British  Governments  in  relation  to  the  Confederacy. 

Navy  Department,  June  22, 1S35. 

^  Sir:  Information  has  been  communicated  to  this  Department  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  the  Imperial  Government  of  France  has  removed 
all  restrictions  heretofore  imposed  by  it  upon  naval  intercourse  with 
the  United  States  and  has  withdrawn  from  the  insurgents  the  character 
of  belligerents. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  also  withdraws  her  concessions 
heretofore  made  of  a  belligerent  character  from  the  insurgents,  but 
the  withdrawal  of  the  twenty-four  hour  rule  has  not  been  made 
absolute.  Reciprocal  measures  will  be  extended  to  the  vessels  of  that 
country. 

The  blockade  of  the  ports  and  coast  of  the  United  States  will  soon 
cease,  and  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  belligerent  right  of 
search  will  also  cease. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commanding  East  Gidf  Squadron ,  Key  West,  Fla. 


Repent  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging 
the  Department"1  s  communications. 

No.  216.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Powhatan, 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  July  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  com¬ 
munications  of  the  22d  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  withdrawal  of  restric¬ 
tions  and  concessions,  etc.,  by  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  recovery  of  illuminating  apparatus  of  light-houses.  Some 
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of  the  light-house  property  has  already  been  recovered,  and  I  have  left 
instructions  to  my  successor  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  .  _  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  East  Gulf  Rlockdg.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
transfer  of  the  command  of  the  East  Gidf  Squadron. 

No.  215.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Powhatan, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  July  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders, 
having  completed  the  reduction  of  the  squadron,  I  have  this  day  turned 
over  the  command  of  the  squadron  to  Bear- Admiral  Thatcher  by  letter, 
and  left  Commander  George  M.  Ransom,  senior  officer  present,  in 
charge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  AVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  his  arrival 

at  Boston,  Mass. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  (first  rate), 

Boston,  July  12,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  Powhatan 
at  Boston  this  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  9th  ultimo. 
We  left  Key  West  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  and  on  the  next  day  fell 
in  with  the  Dale,  three  days  out.  As  the  winds  were  very  light,  we 
took  her  in  tow  to  the  capes  of  the  Delaware. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of the  Secretary  of the  Navy  to  Commodore  Stribling ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
detaching  him  from  the  command  of  the  East  Gidf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  July  If  1865. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  reporting  your  arrival  at  Bos¬ 
ton  in  the  Powhatan,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Department, 
has  been  received. 

You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  late  East  Gulf 
Squadron  and  will  haul  down  your  flag  and  regard  yourself  as  waiting 
orders. 
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The  Department  takes  pleasure  in  expressing  its  appreciation  of 
your  services  while  in  command  of  that  squadron. 

Respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  C.  K.  Stribling,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Boston ,  Mass. 


Report  of  Commodore  Stribling ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  announcing  the  hauling 
down  of  his  fag  as  commander  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  (first  rate), 

Boston ,  July  17 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  compliance  with  your 
orders  of  the  14th  instant,  I  have  this  day  hauled  down  my  flag  as 
commander  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron.  My  address  will  be  South 
Fortieth  street,  below  Baltimore  avenue,  West  Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  Stribling, 
Commodore ,  U  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


CONFEDERATE  REPORTS  xVINE)  CORRESP O NDENCE. 

Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Jones ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Captain  Brent , 

C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  removal  of  naval  stores  from  Pensacola , 

Fla. 

Hdqrs.  Department  Alabama  and  West  Florida, 

Pensacola ,  Fla. ,  March  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  The  naval  storekeeper  in  Pensacola  was  informed  on  the  4th 
instant,  by  my  direction,  that  the  naval  stores  in  Pensacola  should  be 
removed  to  the  interior. 

*  ****** 

I  suggest,  therefore,  that  you  put  such  naval  stores  now  in  Pensa¬ 
cola  as  you  can  on  the  steamer  Time.  They  can  be  placed  on  her  while 
she  is  at  the  wharf  in  Pensacola,  and  continue  to  perform  the  service 
she  is  now  engaged  in.  *  *  * 

I  hear  that  an  officer  of  the  Navy  has  been  for  some  time  engaged  in 
building  two  gunboats  at  or  near  Milton,  [Fla.],  and  that  they  are  now 
nearly  ready  for  service.  He  should  be  immediately  informed  of  the 
condition  of  things  as  you  know  them  to  be  here,  and  warned  to  be 
constantly  on  the  alert  to  prevent  them  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  If  he  can  not  take  them  up  the  Escambia  or  place  them 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy,  he  should  burn  them  as  soon  as  he 
hears  that  this  place  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  meas¬ 
ures  should  be  taken  to  give  him  the  earliest  possible  information  on 
the  subject. 

It  is  probable  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  run  the  Bradford  and 
Nelms  into  Mobile  Bay,  and  it  may  be  that  they  could  tow  the  two  gun- 
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boats  on  a  dark  night  into  Mobile  Bay.  Yon  are  better  able  to  judge 
oi  that  than  I  can.  Under  no  circumstances  should  they  be  allowed 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

No  time  should  be  lost  in  carrying  out  the  foregoing  suggestions. 
I  he  quartermaster  in  Pensacola  will  give  you  all  the  aid  he  can  in 
moving  naval  stores. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sam.  J  ones, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Thomas  W.  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Pensacola ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Captain  Blocker ,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  expedition  to 

Crooked  River ,  Florida. 

Headquarters  Camp  Gladden, 

Wakulla  County ,  Fla. ,  May  21,  1862. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  morning  at 
3:  30  o’clock  I  left  this  camp  with  a  detachment  of  33  men  for  Crooked 
River,  at  which  point  we  arrived  at  1  p.  m.  In  a  short  time  after  our 
arrival  I  discovered  a  boat  leaving  the  blockading  vessel  and  approach¬ 
ing  the  mouth  of  said  river.  I  immediately  placed  my  men  in  ambush 
on  Carr’s  Hill,  and  when  the  boat  came  opposite  we  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy  and  killed  or  wounded  all  the  party  of  21  except  4.  It  gives 
me  pleasure  to  state  that  my  men  acted  gallantly  throughout  the  whole 
affair.  There  was  no  one  hurt  on  our  side,  although  our  fire  was 
returned  from  the  boat.  Had  my  men  been  properly  armed  not  one 
of  the  enemy  could  have  escaped. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  Blocker, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Beauregard  Rangers.  > 

Brigadier-General  Joseph  Finegan, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  Middle  and  East  Florida ,  Tallahassee ,  Fla. 


Report  of  Brigadier-  General  Finegan ,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  result  of 

expedition  to  St.  Marks ,  Fla. 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  June  17,  1862. 

I  have  just  returned  from  St.  Marks.  The  enemy  shelled  the  light¬ 
house  for  several  hours;  sent  fireboats  on  shore  and  burned  the  wood¬ 
work  of  the  light-house  and  the  keeper’s  house  adjoining,  and  burned 
all  the  buildings  on  the  beach.  I  had  a  small  picket  guard  at  the 
light- house.  No  person  hurt. 

The  Seventh  Regiment  will  proceed  at  once  to  Chattanooga. 

Jos.  Finegan, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond ,  Ya. 
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Order  of  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Orders  and  Detail  to  Lieutenant 
Jones ,  C.  S.  Davy,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Chatta¬ 
hoochee. 

Bureau  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  July  22,  1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  ordnance  duty  and  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  without  delay  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  assume  command  of  the 
gunboat  Chattahoochee ,  about  being  completed  near  that  place. 

I  am.  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Lieutenant  C.  ap  R.  Jones, 

Richmond ,  Va. 


[Endorsement.] 


Delivered  July  22,  1862. 


George  Minor, 

Commanden',  Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography. 


[Second  endorsement.] 

That  portion  of  the  order  “without  delay”  is  revoked. 

F.  Forrest, 

Chief  Bureau. 


[August  (?)  1862.] 

Volunteers  for  the  Chattahoochee. 


John  Perry,  seaman. 
John  Dunlop,  seaman. 
John  Joliff,  seaman. 
John  Rosier,  coxswain. 
A.  W.  Lembler,  seaman. 


Pat.  Martin,  seaman. 

Win.  Young,  boatswain’s  mate. 
George  May,  captain  top. 

James  C.  Cronin,  boatswain’s  mate. 
Thonjas  Saunders,  seaman. 


The  above  men  can  very  well  be  spared  from  the  Virginia? s  crew. 

J.  R.  Eggleston, 

Lieutenant ,  C.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Virginia? s  Camp . 


Steamer  Chattahoochee. 

Armament  and  crew:  Men. 

1  IX-inch .  Y! 

1  rifle,  32-pounder .  17 

4  32-DOunders,  42  hundredweight  (11  each) .  44 


Powder: 

Magazines,  passage,  runners,  scuttles,  10  (should  be  i2),  R.  D.  M .  10 

Shell  room  and  whips,  6  (should  be  8) . . .  6 

Master: 

Wheel,  con,  signals,  lead,  pumps,  6  (should  be  8) .  6 


100 

Officers.—  One  lieutenant,  commanding,  1  lieutenant,  1  master,  4  mid¬ 
shipmen,  1  boatswain,  1  gunner,  1  assistant  paymaster,  1  assistant 
surgeon. 
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Naval  Ordnance  Office,  July  23,  1862. 

There  will  be  required  to  man  the  guns  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat 

Chattahoochee  106  men. 

Respectfully, 


R.  D.  Minor, 

Lieutenant  and  Ordnance  Officer'. 

Commander  French  Forrest, 

Bureau  Orders  and  Detail. 


Ibis  detail  does  not  include  the  officers  of  the  engineer’s  depart 
ment.  1 

Approved: 

F.  Forrest, 

Chief  Bureau,  etc. 


Letter  from,  Brigadier- General  Cobb ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones, 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cooperation  in  Chattahoochee  River. 

Headquarters  District  of  Middle  Florida, 

Quincy,  [Flat],  January  2,  1863. 

Lieutenant:  Yours  of  the  30th  [ultimo]  is  just  received.  I  am 
gratified  to  know  that  I  shall  have  your  cooperation  in  the  defense  of 
the  river,  whilst  I  regret  on  your  account  that  you  can  not  have  a 
larger  and  more  congenial  field  of  operation. 

Every  assistance  that  1  can  render  you  shall  be  cheerfully  given. 
The  Munnerlyn  shall  be  subject  to  your  order  whenever  you  need  her. 
When  not  employed  in  the  urgent  matter  of  the  river  defenses  the 
Munnerlyn  can  also  be  used  for  transporting  the  materials  from  the 
navy  yard  to  Columbus. 

I_ shall  be  happy  to  meet  you  at  Chattahoochee  at  any  time  you  will 
designate.  Indeed,  I  am  anxious  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Howell  Cobb, 

Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding  District. 

Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Chattahoochee. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Cobb,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant  Jones, 
C.  S.  Navy,  announcing  his  temporary  absence  at  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Headquarters  District  of  Middle  Florida, 

Quincy,  January  lk,  1863. 

Captain:  I  shall  be  absent  from  headquarters  for  the  next  ten  days. 
If,  however,  you  should  desire  to  communicate  with  me,  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  at  this  place  will  be  forwarded  to  me  to  St.  Marks, 
where  I  shall  be,  or  in  the  neighborhood. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully  yours,  etc. , 

Howell  Cobb, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  District. 

Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  Chattahoochee. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Cift,C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Guthrie,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  plan  for  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Port  Royal , 

off  Apalachicola. 

C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee, 
Chattahoochee ,  Fla.,  May  9,  1863. 

Sir:  Conformably  with  your  request,  I  beg  to  submit  my  views  as 
to  the  feasibility  of  a  descent  upon  the  enemy  at  Apalachicola.  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  take  60  men  and  a  proper  number  of  officers  and  proceed  in 
the  steamer  Swan  to  a  point  6  miles  from  Apalachicola;  there  disem¬ 
bark  at  nightfall  and  march  to  a  point  near  and  in  rear  of  that  city. 
Arrived,  I  would  use  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  fact  of  my  pres¬ 
ence  becoming  known.  I  would  then  send  in  two  or  three  men,  citi¬ 
zens  of  Apalachicola,  apparently  on  leave.  Their  presence  would  be 
reported  to  Morris,  of  the  enemy’s  Port  Royal,  on  the  first  night,  and 
on  the  second  or  third  he  would  make  his  appearance  as  usual,  with 
four  boats’  crews  and  a  guard  of  marines — probably  60  men.  His 
custom  is  to  land  and  put  his  boat  howitzer  in  position  on  shore  and 
leave  with  it  and  his  boats  a  guard  of  10  or  15  men;  with  the  remainder 
of  his  force  he  proceeds  to  search  for  his  prey.  My  plan  would  be, 
first,  to  attack  and  overpower  the  party  at  the  boats  and  gun,  and  then 
attack  the  remaining  force  when  they  return  to  the  assistance  of  that 
party.  Once  in  possession  of  the  boats  and  the  clothes  of  the  prison¬ 
ers,  I  would  consider  the  capture  of  the  Port  Royal  certain. 

The  only  doubt  concerning  the  matter  is  the  getting  of  Morris  on 
shore,  as  I  would  have  no  doubt  of  the  result  of  battle  as  between  the 
splendid  crew  of  the  Chattahoochee  and  a  like  number  of  Yankees  sur¬ 
prised  and  taken  at  disadvantage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Gift, 
Lieutenant,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  Julius  Guthrie,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Cift,  C.  A.  Navy,  submitting  plan  of  operations 
for  injuring  the  enemy’s  commerce  in  the  Great  Lakes. 

C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee, 
Chattahoochee,  Fla.,  May  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Department  the  fol¬ 
lowing  plan  of  operations  against  the  enemy’s  commerce  in  the  great 
Northern  lakes.  To  suggest  the  field  is  alone  sufficient  to  startle  one, 
and  although  the  scheme  may  be  as  Quixotic  as  it  is  audacious,  yet  I 
trust  there  is  no  impropriety  in  stating  the  matter. 

My  plan  would  be  to  proceed  to  Canada  by  the  most  practicable 
route  with  a  full  complement  of  officers  for  a  vessel  of  about  this  class. 
I  would  direct  the  officers  to  part  off  into  small  squads  and  proceed  to 
the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  There  I  would  purchase  a  swift, 
light-draft  propeller  steamer  in  some  port  on  the  lake.  At  another  1 
would  procure  two  heavy  guns  and  carriages;  at  another,  shot  and 
shells  and  ammunition,  equipments,  etc.  A  crew  could  be  easily 
obtained.  I  woidd  go  to  sea  in  the  lake  and  appoint  a  rendezvous 
where  the  necessary  munitions,  etc.,  could  be  received  on  board. 
Then  1  would  commence  operations  against  the  enemy’s  commerce 


EAST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


867 


fioin  one  end  of  the  lake  to  the  other  by  burning  his  shipping  and  lay 
mo  his  unprotected  towns  and  cities  under  contribution.  ^  Y 
As  a  matter  of.  course,  the  utmost  prudence  would  have  to  be 

a  ohm  to  1|)pmtoifgln?  the  d®t:ailsil1  Canada;  and  no  one  could  lay  down 
ann  lv  inffl  ?  fol!owed;  1  thmk  that  an  outlay  of  $100,000  would  be 
plv  sufficient  to  set  the  affair  in  motion  and  pay  the  officers  and  crew 

WhtT^1  T!^  1  wldnot.  pretend  to  say  what  consternation 
8.  t  e  creat®d  or  damage  done  m  one  short  month  by  a  Confederate 

w  !!!dl  Trf'etlf  and  boidly  handled  in  the  midst  of  the  immense 
wealth  afloat  and  ashore  along  the  lakes. 

If  the  Department  should  think  favorably  of  this  matter,  I  beg  to 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  being  one  of  the  officers. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Gift, 

Lieutenant,  C.  S.  Navu. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Florida  to  Lieutenant  Gift,  G.  S.  Navy 

responding  to  the  latter  regarding  the  acquirement  of  railroad  iron.  ? 

Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee ,  May  13,  1863. 

Lieutenant:  Yours  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  by  due  course  of 
mail,  and  immediately  upon  its  receipt  I  had  copies  of  it  made  and  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General  Finegan.  I  requested 
General  Finegan  to  correspond  with  Mr.  Yulee,  the  agent  of  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  railroad  iron,  and  try  to  procure  it  by  contract. 

I  urged  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
having  the  iron  taken  up  and  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  owners.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from 
General  Finegan.  Have  postponed  replying  to  you,  "hoping  in  my 
reply  to  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  success  of  your  application. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

T  .  John  Milton. 

Lieutenant  George  W.  Gift, 

Chattahoochee. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy,  to 
report  for  duty  at  Mobile,  Ala. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond ,  May  18,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee,  and 
you  will  proceed  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  report  to  Admiral  F.  Buchanan, 
commanding,  etc.,  for  duty  on  board  C.  S.  S.  Baltic,  or  such  other 
duty  as  he  may  assign  you. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 

Commmander ,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Geo.  W.  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy, 

C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee,  Chattahoochee,  West  Florida. 
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Delivered  June  31,  1863. 


[Endorsements.] 


Jno.  Julius  Guthrie, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Reported  J  une  8. 


Franklin  Buchanan, 

Admiral ^  etc. 


Report  to  Lieutenant  Bennett,  on  board  the  Jarvis. 


F.  B. 


Reported  June  8,  1863. 

First  Lieutenant  and 


J.  W.  Bennett, 

Commanding  Officer. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  McLaughlin.  C.  S.  J\avy ,  to  Lieutenant  Jones , 

C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  accident  on  hoard  the  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee. 

Columbus,  Ga.  ,  June  1,  1863. 

My  Dear  Jones:  I  hasten  to  inform  you  of  the  sad  accident  which 
happened  on  board  the  Chattahoochee ,  and  as  the  quickest  method  1 
enclose  the  account  furnished  tire  newspaper  by  Gift,  who,  though  not 
on  hoard  at  the  time,  came  up  on  the  Young.  with  the  wounded.  1  oung 
Mallory  is  badly  hurt  and  his  recovery  considered  doubtful.  The  state¬ 
ments  as  to  how  the  accident  occurred  are  very  conflicting.  Some  say 
that  the  steam  gauge  had  been  out  of  order  the  day  previous.  At  the 
time  of  the  explosion  it  was  showing  only  7  pounds  of  steam.  Others 
say  that  pumping  water  in  the  boiler,  the  water  at  the  time  being  low, 
was  the  cause.  She  was  at  anchor  and  only  waiting  for  steam  to  be 
reported  to  get  underway.  Mr.  Fagan  at  the  time  was  sick,  though 
had  just  gone  into  the  engine  room.  He  was  the  only  one  on  board 
having  any  knowledge  of  the  engines.  The  gunner  is  at  the  vessel  with 
most  of  the  crew.  The  medical  officers  have  moved  their  effects  to 
Chattahoochee.  Captain  Guthrie  is  here.  I  will  write  you  again  soon. 

Yours,  truly, 

A.  McLaughlin. 

Commander  C.  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosure  (newspaper  clipping).] 

Gunboat  Chattahoochee  destroyed — Terrible  loss  of  life. 

Just  as  the  steamer  Jackson  was  pushing  out  from  the  wharf  at  Chat¬ 
tahoochee,  Fla. ,  a  courier  arrived  from  below  with  news  that  the  boilers 
of  the  gunboat  Chattahoochee  had  exploded,  killing  the  pilot,  William 
Bilbro,  for  a  long  series  of  years  a  pilot  on  the  Chattahoochee  River, 
and  wounding  nearly  every  officer  on  board.  The  Jackson  could  not 
remain  to  learn  any  further  particulars;  they  have  doubtless  been 
received  before  this/  The  steamer  Munnerlyn  went  down  to  the 
scene  of  disaster. 
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t„  ®“°fe  A  i‘bove  was  put  in  type  we  have  received,  through  the  oour- 

theyev  ,Ll?Uteni*n«  G;  'V  Glt.*-  ,the  foUowinff  Hot  of  persons  killed  by 
the  explosion  of  the  boiler  ot  the  Chattahoochee  May- 27,  viz-  Henry 
b  ag-an,  second  assistant  engineer,  of  Key  West,  Fla. ;  Euclid  P.  Hodges 
third  assistant  engineer,  of  Maryland;  Fred  W.  Arents,  third  assist- 
<  (  ngineei,  Richmond,  \  a. ;  Eugene  Henderson,  paymaster’s  clerk, 

f A!a‘  ’  5 llham  Bllbro’  Pilot>  Columbus,  Ga.;  Joseph 
Huks,  hrst-dass  hreman  Georgia;  Enoch  C.  Lanpher,  second-class 
tin  man,  Columbus,  Ga, ;  Edward  Conn,  coal  heaver,  Apalachicola,  Fla. ; 
Charles  H.  Berry  quartermaster,  Tampa,  Fla.;  John  Joliff,  seaman, 

lwW.  wur  (  ’  ™  lM’  1;lluBnuirb  Florida;  John  S.  Spear,  landsman, 
b  londa,  William  Moore,  landsman,  Florida;  James  Thomas,  landsman, 
ioi Ida;  Charles  Douglas,  second-class  fireman,  residence  unknown- 
James  H.  Jones,  landsman,  Florida. 

Mortally  wounded. — M.  Faircloth,  landsman,  Florida. 

.Dangerously  wounded,—  Midshipman  Charles  K.  Mallory,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  face,  hands,  and  feet  badly  scalded;  Cornelius  Duffy,  of  Apa¬ 
lachicola,  b  la. ,  face  and  hands  badly  scalded. 

.  Slightly  wounded.  —Hamilton  Golder,  master’s  mate,  Maryland 
right  arm  scalded;  Joseph  Sia,  Apalachicola,  face  burned;  Midshipman 
VV.  J.  Craig,  Kentucky,  foot  slightly  burned;  Joseph  E.  Coles,  coal 
heaver,  Florida,  foot  burned. 

The  vessel  was  sunk  below  her  decks.  The  wounded  were  brought 
up  to  the  city  last  evening  by  the  steamer  William  II.  Young. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  McLaughlin ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
accident  on  loard  the  C.  8.  8.  Chattahoochee. 

Naval  Station,  Columbus,  Ga.,  June  15,  1863. 

My  Dear  Jones:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  has  just  reached  me,  enclos¬ 
ing  a,  letter  to  Gift.  As  he  has  left  here  permanently  with  orders  to 
Mobile,  I  have  done  as  you  directed,  opened  the  document  and  for¬ 
warded  the  letters  of  recommendation,  through  Pembroke  Jones,  at 
Savannah,  with  a  request  that  he  will  hand  them  to  the  men.  I  will 
go  on  to  explain  and  endeavor  to  furnish  you  with  all  the  information 
connected  with  the  lamentable  accident  which  happened  to  the  ill-fated 
steamer.  The  accounts,  such  as  we  get,  are  most  conflicting,  but  Gift, 
having- taken  an  active  part  in  placing  the  information  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  I  think,  has  prevented  the  matter  from  being-  as  freely  discussed  as 
would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 

f  he  only  officers  on  board  at  the  time  were  Guthrie,  Midshipmen 
Craig,  Mallory,  and  Gibbs,  Golder,  Dr.  Ford,  and  the  gunner,  and  the 
engineers,  whose  names  have  already  appeared  in  print  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Third  Assistant  H.  (?)  Blanc,  of  New  Orleans,  who,  not  being 
on  duty,  escaped  uninjured.  The  vessel  had  started  for  the  obstruct 
tions,  and  had  gone  but  20  miles  when  it  was  found  there  was  not  suf¬ 
ficient  water  on  the  bar  to  admit  of  her  crossing.  The  vessel  was 
anchored.  The  next  morning  it  was  ascertained  that  the  river  had 
swollen,  when  orders  weie  given  to  raise  steam,  and,  as  near  as  I  can 
learn,  they  commenced  firing  up  at  or  near  10  o’clock  with  wood. 
At  12  m.,  when  the  relief  came  down  (which,  by  the  way,  accounts  for 
the  number  of  deaths),  the  steam  gauge  was  showing  7  pounds  of 
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steam.  It  is  now  understood  that  it  was  out  of  order  the  day  previous. 
A  discussion  now  arose  with  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  in  the 
boiler.  Mr.  Fagan,  the  senior  engineer,  being  at  the  time  in  his  bunk 
with  a  chill,  hearing  the  dispute,  and  fearing  from  the  length  of  time 
since  the  fires  had  been  started  that  something  was  wrong,  hastened 
to  the  engine  room  and  was  descending  the  ladder  when  the  explosion 
took  place.  Curiosity  had  taken  the  pilot  to  the  engine  room,  and 
some  think  it  was  he  who  started  the  pump.  The  explosion  was 
instantaneous  with  the  starting  of  the  pump.  Guthrie,  at  the  time, 
was  in  his  cabin.  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  about  the  time 
of  his  arrival  on  deck.  Otherwise  I  do  not  hear  of  his  name  being- 
mentioned,  except  by  Dr.  Ford,  who  speaks  of  his  administering 
baptism  to  those  who  had  been  wounded  and  were  about  to  die. 

It  being  reported  that  an  explosion  of  the  magazine  was  imminent, 
caused  a  panic  among  the  crew.  Three,  I  believe,  were  drowned  in 
trying  to  reach  the  shore.  Among  the  number  was  a  quartermaster 
by  the  name  of  Berry.  No  description,  I  am  told,  could  possibly  be 
given  of  the  scene  on  the  deck  of  the  Chattahoochee ,  men  running 
about  frantic  with  pain,  leaving  the  impression  of  their  bleeding  feet, 
and  sometimes  the  entire  flesh,  the  nails  and  all,  remain  behind  them. 
The  dead  and  wounded  were  taken  on  shore,  where  they  remained 
until  the  next  afternoon,  most  of  the  time  a  terrible  storm  raging. 
Finally  they  were  taken  on  board  the  Young  and  reached  Columbus 
on  Sunday  night,  just  five  days  after  the  accident.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  dress  the  wounds  until  after  their  arrival  here,  which  could 
not  be  avoided.  Poor  Malloiy!  I  shall  never  forget  his  appearance. 
I  would  not  have  known  him  had  he  not  spoken.  His  face,  hands,  and 
feet  were  scalded  in  the  most  terrible  manner;  he  plead  piteously  to 
have  his  wounds  attended  to.  I  urged  the  doctor,  who,  by  the  way, 
was  almost  used  up  himself,  to  pay  Mallory  some  attention.'  He  then 
told  me  that  he  would  have  to  wait  for  some  assistance.  He  then  said 
that  Mallory  could  not  live.  You  would  have  thought  differently  had 
you  seen  him.  I  could  not  make  up  my  mind  that  he  would'  die. 
When  they  first  commenced  to  remove  the' cloths  he  was  talking  cheer¬ 
fully,  but  the  nervous  system  could  not  stand  the  shock.  He  com¬ 
menced  sinking  and  was  a  corpse  before  they  had  gotten  half  through. 
Duffy,  the  fireman,  expired  on  the  next  day.  You  would  have  been 
surprised  to  have  seen  the  effect  produced  on  Mr.  Craig  and  Colder, 
who  were  only  slightly  injured,  Mr.  Craig  in  the  foot,  Mr.  Golder 
side  of  face,  arm,  and  hand.  They  were  so  prostrated  after  their 
wounds  were  dressed  that  they  were  only  roused  by  the  use  of  stimu¬ 
lants.  _  It  seems  almost  useless  to  mention  that  they  received  all  the 
attention  that  could  possibly  have  been  bestowed.'  The  Home  was 
literally  besieged  with  ladies,  and  for  one  week  the  street  in  front  of 
the  Home  was  blocked  up  with  vehicles  of  all  descriptions.  I  really 
looked  on  with  astonishment.  The  four  worst  cases  were  placed  together 
in  the  room  upstairs,  directly  in  front  of  the  steps.  It  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  that  I  could  remain  in  the  room  sufficiently  long  to 
ascertain  what  was  required  and  to  see  what  service  I  could  render, 
the  atmosphere  was  so  unpleasant,  yet  the  ladies  did  not  seem  to  notice 
it  and  remained  at  their  post  till  the  last. 

Guthrie  came  up  on  the  boat,  bringing  the  guns,  which,  strange  to 
say,  he  turned  over  to  Major  Humphreys, with  a  request  that  he  would 
hold  them  subject  alone  to  his  order  or  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Na\^.  I  immediately  made  a  report  of  the  affair.  The  Secretary, 
.rough  the  Office  ot  Ordnance,  replied  promptly  by  telegraph,  direct¬ 
ing  die  guns  and  everything'  pertaining  to  them,  as  well  as  ship’s 
s  oics,  be  turned  over  to  me.  The  matter  caused  considerable  talk 
among-  the  people  in  town.  It  was  not  understood  why  naval  guns 
siould  not  have  been  placed  under  the  contrpl  of  naval  officers.  It 
does  appear  to  me  that  Guthrie’s  conduct  throughout  the  whole  affair 
ias  been  most  singular.  .  He  has  given  leave  of  absence  to  some  of 
ms  crew  to  visit  a  place  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  some  13  of 
his  men  left  him  at  Chattahoochee  with  the  intention  of  not  returning1 
Among  the  number  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lee,  whom  you  will 
no  doubt  recollect.  After  placing  the  guns  in  charge  of  Major  Hum¬ 
phreys  he  took  his  family  and  started  for  Chattahoochee,  where  [he] 
remained  four  or  five  days,  when  he  again  embarked  for  Columbus, 
bringing  the  crew,  minus  the  13  mentioned  above.  At  that  time  I 
had  in  my  possession  a  telegram  from  Richmond  to  Guthrie,  directing 
him  to  send  the  crew  to  Savannah.  He  remarked  he  would  turn  them 
over  to  rue,  and  I  might  do  what  I  pleased  with  them,  but  he  thought 
I  had  better  wait  for  further  instructions.  As  Guthrie  appeared  to  be 
laboring  under  some  bodily  infirmity,  I  gave  the  men  quarters  in  my 
mold  room,  and  sent  40  of  them  the  next  day  to  Savannah.  They 
arrived  on  the  day  the  Savannah  was  put  in  commission.  The  men 
were  all  nicely  dressed  when  they  left  here,  and  on  their  arrival  at 
Savannah,  being  all  straight  and  in  good  condition,  were  the  cause  of 
many  remarks.  It  was  certainly  reflecting  great  credit  to  those  who 
had  organized  and  disciplined  the  crew.  I  felt  proud  of  them. 
During  their  stay  with  me  there  was  not  one  guilty  of  the  slightest 
impropriety.  Cronin  (?),  May,  and  Rosier  expressed  deep  regret 
that  they  had  not  time  to  put  a  piece  in  the  paper  thanking  the  ladies 
for  their  many  kindnesses,  but  said  they  would  do  so  on  their  arrival 
at  Savannah.  The  crew  of  the  Chattahoochee  will  ever  remember  the 
latter  and  the  paymaster.  They  would  have  been  willing  to  have  gone 
anywhere  to  have  gotten  rid  of  the  vessel.  Webb  was  exceedingly 
anxious  to  get  hold  of  some  of  the  men.  He  will  have  some  of  the 
landsmen;  the  remainder  will  remain  on  the  Savannah.  I  ordered 
Dr.  Jones  and  Midshipman  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Golder  with  the  crew. 
They  are  now  attached  to  the  Savannah. 

The  6.4-inch  rifle  belonging  to  the  Chattahoochee  I  was  directed  to 
send  to  Charleston.  It  is  to  be  double-banded  and  returned,  to  be 
used,  I  suppose,  on  the  Muscogee.  1  am  doing  very  well.  The  calkers 
have  commenced  to-day,  and  I  am  laying  the  spar-deck.  The  engines 
are  about  being’  placed  in  position.  I  will  keep  you  advised  from  time 
to  time  of  the  progress. 

With  kind  regards  to  Simms,  I  remain,  truly,  yours, 

A.  McLaughlin. 

[Commander  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy.] 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  McLaughlin ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  accident  on  hoard  the  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee. 

Columbus,  Ga.  ,  December  £ 6 ,  1863. 
My  Dear  Jones:  The  Chattahoochee ,  her  officers  and  men,  have  been 
turned  over  to  me.  I  have  succeeded  in  having  her  towed  to  this  place, 
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and  will  commence  work  on  her  at  once.  She  is  not  as  badly  damaged 
as  I  had  supposed.  The  deck  immediately  over  the  boiler  on  the  port 
side  was  raised  by  the  explosion  some  6  inches.  Beyond  that  there  has 
been  no  damage  to  the  boiler.  Mr.  Warner  has  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  examine  the  boiler.  From  a  casual  observation  he  thinks  she  can 
soon  be  in  running  order;  the  machinery  has  not  been  injured.  It  has 
been  to  me  still  more  a  matter  of  surprise  why  that  vessel  should  have 
been  allowed  to  sink.  A  pine  plug  driven  into  the  feed  pipe,  which 
had  been  blown  off,  would  have  been  all  that  was  necessary.  She  draws 
in  her  present  condition  6  feet  3  inches  aft,  5  feet  3  inches  forward. 
Nearly  all  her  outfit  has  been  plundered,  and  in  some  instances  sold 
and  given  away  by  those  who  were  left  in  charge.  Things  were  scat¬ 
tered  around,  some  at  the  arsenal,  Johnston’s,  and  Eufaula.  Johnston 
had  the  entire  control  in  raising  the  vessel.  After  she  was  up  she 
remained  in  charge  of  his  negroes.  She  has  been  stripped  of  every¬ 
thing  that  could  be  converted  into  money.  The  paymaster’s  clerk  gave 
furlough  to  the  men,  some  of  which  are  still  away.  There  was  a  regular 
communication  kept  up  with  Apalachicola  by  means  of  the  dingey, 
which  was  at  the  disposal  of  Father  Somebody,  the  Catholic  priest.  No 
doubt  the  enemy  have  been  kept  fully  posted  with  regard  to  movements 
in  the  Confederacy,  more  particularly  with  matters  on  the  river. 

Guthrie  has  made  one  round  trip  on  the  Advance ,  a  vessel  belonging 
to  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  I  was  at  Wilmington  when  he  arrived. 
He  seemed  to  be  perfectly  happy;  says  he  has  now  established  his  rep¬ 
utation.  I  don’t  know  why  he  did  not  continue  on  her.  Crossan  is  out 
with  her  now.  Guthrie  has  been  spending  some  of  his  time  at  Eufaula, 
where  he  has  purchased  a  house,  and  intends  his  family  to  reside  there 
during  the  war. 

Washington  is  here.  He  seems  anxious  to  get  detached.  I  hope  he 
may.  His  conduct  while  down  the  river  was  shameful. 

D.  S.  Johnston  has  taken  a  contract  to  build  Morino  a  barge  90  feet 
long,  22  feet  breadth  of  beam.  The  contract  was  closed  on  Sunday  last. 
He  pledged  to  have  her  ready  by  the  1st  of  January. 

The  Muscogee  is  all  ready  for  launching.  I  am  only  waiting  for  the 
river,  which,  from  present  appearances,  will  not  keep  me  waiting’  long. 
The  internal  arrangements  are  complete,  with  the  exception  of  the 
magazine.  1  wish  I  could  have  the  benefit  of  your  advice  in  fitting 
it  up. 

I  was  pleased  to  hear  that  you  had  met  with  such  success  in  casting 
guns.  I  hope  you  will  be  ready  to  furnish  the  Muscogee  her  battery.  I 
am  told  it  is  the  only  chance.  They  are  not  doing  much  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Governor  Milton  informs  me  that  so  soon  as  this  vessel  is  ready 
oi  sei  vice,  Apalachicola  will  be  reoccupied.  He  expressed  himself 
thoroughly  disgusted  with  Morino  and  all  his  works.  Morino  wants 
to  make  a  wagon  road  over  the  river,  using  the  obstructions  as  a  founda¬ 
tion.  Old  Milton  says  he  will  blow  them  all  to  the  devil  and  open 
the  river.  He  has  already  communicated  with  the  President  on  the 
sub]ect,  who  thinks  favorably  of  it.  *  *  * 

Hope  soon  to  hear  from  you. 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

[Commander  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones.] 


A.  McLaughlin. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to 
proceed  to  Columbus ,  Ga. ,  and  assume  command  of  new  steamer  built 
at  that  place. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  February  15 ,  186 f 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  naval  station,  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  and  you  will  proceed  to  Columbus,  Ga. ,  without  delay  and 
report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding-  A.  McLaughlin,  C.  S.  Navy,  for 
the  command  of  the  new  steamer  built  at  that  place. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  Navy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commander ,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Geo.  W.  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Richmond ,  Va. 


Reported. 


[Endorsement.] 

Naval  Station, 
Columbus ,  February  W ,  186 f 

A.  McLaughlin, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  G.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Gift ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to 
assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  Va. ,  March  5 ,  1S6J+. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  transferred  from  the  command  of  the  new 
steamer  at  Columbus,  Ga. ,  to  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee , 
together  with  all  the  officers  who  have  been  ordered  to  her,  and  will 
report  accordingly  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  McLaughlin,  C.  S. 
Navy. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commander ,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Geo.  W.  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Colum  bus,  Ga. 


Forwarded. 


[Endorsement.] 

C.  S.  Naval  Station, 

Columbus,  March  19. 

A.  McLaughlin, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding ,  C.  S.  Navy. 
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Monthly  list  of  officers  attached  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee ,  at 
Eufaula ,  Ala. ,  on  June  7,  186 f 


Rank. 


Name. 


Duty  and  remarks. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  ... 

Passed  midshipman . 

Do . 

Do . 

Midshipman . 

Do. . 

Assistant  surgeon . 

Assistant  paymaster . 

First  assistant  engineer . 

Third  assistant  engineer 

Master’s  mate . 

Do . 


George  W.  Gift . 

Samuel  P.  Blanc . 

Henry  L.  Vaughan . . . 

Gale  W.  Sparks . 

Wm.  S.  Hogue . 

John  T.  Scharf . 

Marcellus  Ford . 

Marshall  L.  Sothoron 

George  W.  City . 

Armand  de  Blanc 

Wm.  A.  Collier . 

Carman  Frazee . 


Executive  officer. 
Acting  master. 


Acting  chief. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Gift ,  C.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee ,  regarding '  work  upon  that 
vessel. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  June  2,  186 f. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  Chattahoochee ,  has 
been  received. 

Chief  Constructor  Porter  has  been  instructed  to  visit  that  vessel  as 
soon  as  his  duties  at  Wilmington  will  permit,  and  report  upon  the  facts 
stated  by  you,  and  to  adopt  measures  to  expedite  the  work  upon  her. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Geo.  W.  Gift, 

Commanding  Steamerr •  Chattahoochee ,  Eufala ,  Ala. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Gift ,  C.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee ,  to  turn  over  that  vessel  for 
repairs. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  June  10,  186 f 
Sir:  You  will  please  to  remove  the  Confederate  steamer  Chattahoo¬ 
chee  to  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  turn  her  over  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
A.  McLaughlin,  for  repairs.  The  chief  engineer  states  that  it  will  be 
four  months  before  her  engines  will  be  ready. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Captain ,  in  Charge. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Geo.  W.  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Eufala ,  Ala. 


INDEX. 


A.  Bradshaw,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  535 

A.  J.  Hodge,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  May  13,  1863 .  433 

Mentioned .  444,450 

A.  J.  View,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  9 

Abbot,  Trevett. 

Mentioned .  202,204,205,221 

Report  of  reconnoissance  of  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  March  24,  1862 .  194 

Abels,  S.  W.  Mentioned .  532 

Action,  I.  C.  See  I.  C.  Action,  Schooner. 

Adams,  Charles  Francis.  See  Great  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to. 

Adams,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  507 

Adams,  Jeffrey  T.  Mentioned .  206 

Adams,  John  H.  Mentioned .  535 

Adams,  La  Rue  P.  Mentioned . 60 

Adderly  &  Co.  Mentioned .  290,435 

Addison,  William.  Mentioned .  528 

Adela,*  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  July  7,  1862  .  273-286 

Mentioned .  301,367 

Adela,  U.  S.  S. 

Attempt  to  capture  prevented.  See  Apalachicola,  Fla.  Expedition  from 
U.  S.  S.  Somerset  to,  May  12,  186 4. 

Captures  made  by .  778 

Destruction  of  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and  sloop  Kate  Dale  by  boat  expedi¬ 
tion  from.  See  Hillsboro  River,  Florida. 

Mentioned .  544,  553, 555,  560, 565, 567, 570- 

578,  583,  585,  588, 592,  603,  619,  626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  697, 
698,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777-779 

Movements  of .  523 

Orders  for  movements .  490 

Adelaide,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

Adirondack,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  302 

Advance,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  872 

Ady,  S.  Mentioned .  700 

Agnes,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  16,  1862  .  288 

Agnes,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  November  24,  1862 .  328 

Mentioned .  360 

Agnes,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  March  31,  1863 . 411 

Mentioned .  403,417 

Alabama.  See  Fox,  Schooner. 

♦Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Adela. 
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Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Page. 

Capture  of  steamer  Ariel . - .  336 

Mentioned . - .  310,  354, 566 

Movements  of .  355,356,425 

Search  for .  565 

Alabama,  Schooner.  Purchase  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf  Blockading 

Squadron .  435 

Alabama,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  September  12,  1863 . . . .  550,  553 

Mentioned . - .  512, 525, 531, 567 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  548 

Albion,  British  ship.  Mentioned .  249 

Albury ,  J.  Mentioned . . . — .  788 

Albury,  William  H.  Mentioned .  527 

Alcorn,  James  F.  Mentioned . 809,843 

Alden,  James. 

Mentioned .  57 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina .  24 

Report  of  bombardment  of  Forts  McRee  and  Barrancas,  Fla .  33 

Alderman,  Mr.  Mentioned .  631 

Aldredge,  W.  N.  Mentioned .  701 

Aldrich,  L.  G.  Mentioned .  533 

Alexander,*  Schooner.  Mentioned . 182 

Alexander,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  214 

Alexander,  Adam  C.  Mentioned .  60 

Alice.  See  Matagorda,  Steamer. 

Alice,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  405, 537 

Alice,  Whaleboat.  Capture  of . 501 

Alice  Vivian,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  August  16,  1863 .  532-534 

Mentioned .  512, 537 

Alice  Tainter,  Bark.  Mentioned .  191 

Alicia,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  5,  1862 .  334 

Mentioned . 351 

Allen,  D.  M.  Mentioned .  438 

Allen,  Ethan.  See  Ethan  Allen,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Allen,  Francis.  Mentioned . 727 

Allen,  George  D.  Mentioned .  277,278 

Allen,  Henry.  Mentioned .  67,310 

Alliance,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  816 

Alligator  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  June  14,  1863.  Re¬ 
ports  of 

Bailey,  T .  467 

Chatfield,  Thomas . 471 

Crosman,  A.  F .  469_471 

Aimer,  Arthur.  Mentioned .  181 

Amanda,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  214 

Amanda,  U.  S.  bark. 

Boat  expedition  from,  to  Ocklockonee  River,  Florida,  for  purpose  of  cut¬ 
ting  out  schooner  Onward,  March  20-23,  1863 .  390-394 

Captures  made  by . . .  244, 245, 265, 266 

Disposition  of  crew*  of .  454 


*  Also  known  as  Lion. 


INDEX. 


877 


Amanda,  U.  S.  bark— Continued. 

Loss  of,  May  29,  1863. 

Court  of  enquiry. 

Opinion . 

Order  of  T.  Bailey . 

Examination  of  wreck.  Reporta  of 


Bailey,  T . . .  467 

Crosman,  A.  F . .  455,469 

Report  of  T.  Bailey .  451  464 

Mentioned .  217 

221,  235,  238,  252,  253,  261,  268,  288,  294,  298,  307,  312,  315,  321,  325,  326^ 

32S,  334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  382,  385, 400, 414,  431,  439,  459,  523,  662 

Orders  for  movements . . .  196,218  242 

Amaranth,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  September  27,  1863  .  559 

Amee,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  227 

Amelia,  Ship.  Mentioned .  213 

Amelia,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  405 

America,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 91 

Amos,  Charles.  Mentioned .  818 

Anclote  Keys,  Florida. 

Captures  made  off .  783,  784 

Search  for  blockade  runners  at.  See  Bayport,  Fla.  Expedition  to,  etc., 

April  2-9,  1863. 

Anderson,  Frank  C.  Mentioned .  853 

Anderson,  George.  Mentioned .  580 

Anderson,  George  S.  Mentioned .  182 

Anderson,  James.  Mentioned . 697,699 

Anderson,  L.  F.  Mentioned .  89 

Anderson,  Robert.  See  Robert  Anderson,  British  schooner. 

Anderson,  William  E.  (Acting  Master’s  Mate).  Mentioned .  338 

Anderson,  William  E.  (Captain).  Mentioned .  598,600,601 

Andrew  Manderson,  Bark.  Mentioned . 453,456 

Andrieta.  See  .7.  W.  Wilder,  Schooner. 

Andromeda,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  26,  1862  .  253 

Anglo-Norman,  Ship.  Mentioned .  159 

Anglo-Saxon,  Ship.  Mentioned .  159 

Ankers,  John  H.  Mentioned .  14 

Ann,  American  schooner.  Capture  of,  August  8,  1863  .  529, 530 

Ann,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  8,  1863  .  487-490 

Ann,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  30,  1862 .  340 

Anna,*  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  26, 1863 .  377 

Anna,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  9,  24, 40,  70, 522 

Anna  Belle,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  March  6,  1862 .  184 

Mentioned . 190 

Anna  Eliza,  Sloop.  Rescue  of  crew  of,  by  U.  S.  mortar  schooner  Sea  Foam, 

May  14,  1864 .  704 

Anna  Maria,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  June  28,  1863  .  481, 482 

Mentioned . 519 

Anna  Smith,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  49, 84 

Anna  Taylor,  f  Schooner.  Mentioned . . . 24,  33, 43,  70,  86,  87 

Anne  Sophia,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  305 


♦  Afterwards  U.  S.  schooner  Annie,  which  see. 


f  Alias  Soledad  Cos. 
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Annie,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of,  April  11, 1865 . .  834 

Annie,*  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  413, 501,  579,  580, 586,  587 

Firing  upon  British  schooner  Dream  by,  off  coast  of  Cuba,  April  28, 1863.  426-428 

Loss  of . . .  800,  801,  807,  808 

Mentioned . .  385, 400, 408, 415, 431,  440, 460, 

473,  481,  482,  503,  524,  532,  540-542,  534,  560,  561,  568,  583,  585-588,  592, 
604,616,620,627,642,653,659,661,665,668,675,682,691,  704,  714,  722, 
726,  731,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763,  766,  772,  777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805. 

Operations  in  Deadman’s  Bay,  Florida .  664 

Annie  B.,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  17,  1863  . .  416 

Annie  Childs,!  Schooner.  Mentioned .  214 

Annie  Clapp,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  413 

Annie  Laurie.  Mentioned .  214 

Ann  Louisa,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  September  6,  1864 .  753 

Antona,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  491 

Apalachee  Bay,  Florida.  Operations  in.  See  St.  Marks  River  and  Marsh’s 
Island,  Apalachee  Bay. 

Apalachicola,  Fla. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  W.  W.  McKean .  37, 195 

Reports  of 

Crosman,  A.  F . 353 

Drake,  A.  J .  54;  424 

Emmons,  George  F . 7 

Winn,  Joseph .  262 

Capture  of  cotton  at. 

October  30,  1863.  Report  of  William  Budd .  582 

April  20,  1863.  Report  of  George  U.  Morris .  421 

Expedition  to. 

July  16,  1863.  Report  of  George  U.  Morris .  503 

May  12,  1864. 

Communication  from  T.  Bailey .  702 

Diary  of  S.  P.  Blanc .  700-702 

Prisoners  captured .  599 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  697 

Budd>  w .  698-702 

Information  obtained  from  contrabands  by  G.  W.  Doty .  120 

Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces. 

April  3,  1862. 

Reports  of 

Bigelow,  George  A .  205 

Drake,  A.  .1 _ 204 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  201-204 

June  1,  1865.  Report  of  A.  Asboth . . .  353 

Order  issued  to  citizens  of,  by  Joseph  Winn .  234  235 

Plan  for  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Port  Roval  off.  Communication  from  George 

. ?.  866 

Proposed  occupation  of. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  364 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  334 


*  Captured  under  name  of  Anna. 


t  Name  changed  to  Julia  Usher. 
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Apalachicola,  Fla.— Continued.  Pa  e 

Proposed  occupation  of. 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T . , . __ . . . .  347,381 

Grosman,  A.  F .  344,347,348 

1  roposed  operations  against.  Communication  from  W.  W.  McKean .  198 

Reconnoissance  of,  March  24,  1862. 

Order  of  H.  S.  Stellwagen .  194 

Reports  of 

Abbot,  Trevett .  494 

Stellwagen,  H.  S . 1Q3 

Reinforcement  of  naval  force  off.  Report  of  Theo.  P.  Greene .  742 

Threatened  attack  upon  blockading  vessels  off.  Reports  of 
Baxter,  I.  B . 

Stribling,  C.  K .  783,825 

Apalachicola  River,  Florida. 

Captures  made  in .  447  44g 

Expeditions  in. 

October  15,  1862.  Report  of  E.  Y.  McCauley _ _  321 

January  16-29,  1865.  Reports  of 

Stribling,  C.  K . 7g7 

\V  ells,  J.  0 _ _ _ _ _  _ _  797 

See  Apalachicola,  Fla.  Proposed  occupation  of. 

Appel,  Philip  F. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  168 

Mentioned .  77q 

Appleby,  - .  Mentioned .  271  272 

Arendamj  Messrs.  Mentioned. .  ’  143 

Arents,  Fred  W.  Mentioned .  475  86g 

Ariel,  California  mail  steamer.  Capture  of,  by  C.  S.  S.  Alabama .  336 

Ariel,*  Confederate  schooner. 

Capture  of,  November  14,  1862 .  327 

Mentioned .  33^ 

Ariel,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Capture  and  destruction  of  sloop  General  Finegan,  May  28,  1864 .  709-712 

Captures  made  by . .  346,  609,  756,  757 

Cooperative  expedition  to  Bayport,  Fla . . .  734-736 

Harrison,  William  H.,  appointed  to  command .  565 

Mentioned . 343,  347, 350,  351,  353,  366,  378,  385,  400,  415,  431, 440, 459, 473, 

502, 524, 532, 554,  560,  568,  583,  588,  592,  604,  620, 627,  642,  653,  661,  665, 

668,  675,  691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763,  766,  772, 

777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  801,  804,  805,  810,  823,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845,  852 

Malloy,  William  C.,  appointed  to  command .  335 

Orders  for  movements .  682, 693 

Aries,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  825,  832,  836, 844,  847,  852,  855 

Arizona,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  159(  213 

Armendiaz,  Francisco.  Mentioned .  111,182 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc.  Shipment  of,  into  Confederate  States  from  abroad. 

See  Blockade  runners.  Movements  of. 

Armstrong, - .  Mentioned .  644 

Armstrong,  James  F. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto .  628 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  640,  664 


*  Afterwards  U.  S.  schooner  Ariel. 
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Armstrong,  James  F. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  641,653,661,667 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Lealtad,  March  11,  1864 .  665 

Army  transports.  Captures  made  by .  638,639 

Arnold, - .  Mentioned . .  133,  309 

Arnold,  Refugee.  Mentioned .  613 

Arnold,  Lewis  G. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKean .  219, 220 

Mentioned .  190 

Aroostook,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  505,506 

Arthur,  U.  S.  bark. 

Captures  made  by .  80-82 

Mentioned .  11,71,98,101,107,118 

Arthur,  J.  See  J.  Arthur,  Confederate  schooner. 

Arthur,  William  A. 

Mentioned .  232,  307, 313, 315, 321,  325, 326,  329, 334,  343, 353,  385 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard .  359 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Richards,  February  1,  1863  .  362 

Artiga,  Master.  Mentioned .  50 

Asboth,  A.  Report  of  occupation  of  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  by  Federal  forces, 

June  1,  1865  .  856 

Ascension,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  14,  1863 .  413 

Ashbury,  George. 

Mentioned .  462,  498, 

499, 554,  560,  568,  583,  588,  592,  604,  607,  609,  620,  627,  642,  653,  661, 668 

Reports  of. 

Mail,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  October  15,  1863 .  569 

Suwanee  River,  Fla.  Destruction  of  steamer  Powerful  and  capture  of 

schooner  Edward  off,  December  20  and  24,  1863 .  608 

Ashby,  John.  Mentioned .  516 

Ashey  (or  Asher),  George.  Mentioned .  448,483 

Ashley,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  407,408 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy,  TJ.  S.  Mentioned .  354 

Asten,  Charles.  Mentioned .  291 

Atchafalaya  Bay,  La. 

Blockade  of.  Report  of  George  F.  Emmons .  97 

Captures  made  off .  130 

Atlanta,  Sloop. 

Capture  of .  132,133 

Mentioned .  187,188 

Atlantic,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . 91,159,213,248 

Atwater.  See  Lizzie  Weston,  Schooner. 

Atwell.  Mentioned .  214 

Aucilla,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  49 

Aucilla  River,  Florida.  Capture  of  two  boats’  crews  from  U.  S.  bark  King¬ 
fisher  in,  June  2,  1862. 

Casualties .  257 

Communications  from 

Couthouy,  Joseph  P .  258 

Finegan,  Joseph .  259 

Gwynn,  D.  W .  259 

Reports  of 

Couthouy,  Joseph  P . . .  254-257 

Lardner,  James  L . 254 

Smith,  Edgar  S .  257 
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Augusta,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  17, 1865 _ 

Augusta,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements . 

Austin,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . 

Austin,  William.  Mentioned . 

Avenger,  British  sloop. 

Capture  of,  January  5, 1863 . 

Mentioned . 

Avery,  Edward  W.  Mentioned . 

Axe,  David.  Mentioned . 

Babcock,  A.  W.  Mentioned . 

Babcock,  C.  F.  Mentioned . 

Babson,  Edwin.  Mentioned . 

Bacon,  Francis  H.  Mentioned . 

772,  777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805, 
Badger,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  6,  1864 

Bado,  Anthony.  Mentioned . 

Bagley,  William.  See  William  Bagley,  Steamer. 

Bahama,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Bahama  Islands,  Governor  of.  Mentioned . 

Baigorry,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  June  9,  1862  . 

Mentioned . 

Bailey,  Theodorus. 

Appointed  to  command  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. ... 

Assumes  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 


Page. 

.  802-804 

.  336 

.  159,211,213 

.  448 

.  349 

.  351 

.  781,797,799 

. .  460 

. .  443,448,483 

.  55 

311,321,322, 407,  408 

.  734-736, 

810,  823,  827,  831,  833 

.  778 

.  581 

.  214 

.  793,837-840 

.  263 

.  266 

.  325,326 

.  329 


Correspondence  with 

Armstrong,  James  F .  .  640,644 

Barclay,  J.  0  .  430,463,544, 

Baxter,  I.B .  373,  412,  465,  527,  547,  562,  580,  605,  610,  617 

Bradford,  Robert  F .  533 

Browne,  W.  R .  487 

489,  536,  596-600,  631,  635,  638,  642,  646,  647,  662,  663,  677,  683,  695,  715 

Budd,  William .  698,699,702,727 

Burgess,  Francis .  544,  666 

Carter,  H.  B .  693 

Chandler,  Ralph .  548, 552,  622,  628, 652 

Chase,  Charles  T .  692,  712 

Chatfield,  Thomas .  616,  625, 693,  725,  732 

Cheesman,  William  S .  729 

Clark,  Charles  P .  517,  527 

Clark,  Samuel  B .  714 

Coffin,  P.  F .  693 

Conroy,  Edward .  474,481,531 

Crosman,  A.  F .  356,  414, 455,  456,  469,  494,  516,  517,  520,  545 

Dahlgren,  John .  345 

Davis,  Charles  II .  354, 356 

Eaton,  William  B .  467 

English,  Earl .  334,  344,  346,  370,  375,  404, 405, 529, 555 

Fales,  William . 566 

Farragut,  D.  G . 401,484,510,515,672 

Fleming,  Charles  E .  580,  586, 602, 671,  676,  685,  717 

Fox,  G.  V .  366,  674 

Gill,  C.  C .  449 
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Bailey,  Theodorus — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Greene,  Theodore  P .  - .  688,  723,  728,  733,  740 

Handy,  Robert . - . - .  502,547,604,656 

Harmony,  D.  B . - . — .  649-651 

Harris,  Thomas  R  -  - . - . - .  584, 620 

Harrison,  William  IT .  565 

Healy,  E.  C . .  668 

Hogg,  John  W .  665 

Hooper,  Q.  A .  657 

Horner,  G.  R.  B .  --  340 

Key  West,  Fla. 

Prize  commissioner . . . .  736 

U.  S.  district  attorney  at .  375,  384,  396,  535 

Lardner,  J.  L .  692 

Lenthall,  John . . . .  350 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  399, 460, 

466,  482,  485,  512,  519,  531,  534,  579,  590,  620,  669,  679,  723 

McDougal,  C.  J .  503, 518, 537,  616,  670,  706 

McKean,  W.  W .  8,115 

Martine,  William  L . 730 

Mendall,  John  T .  359 

Molloy,  William  C .  335 

Morris, George  U... . . .  421,432,448,474,562,565 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.354,  360,  364,  368,  382,  389,  426,  437,  438,  465,  481,  492, 

526,  556,  584,  656,  696,  705,  706,  708,  712,  760,  769 

Newcomb,  H.  S .  395,563 

New  Orleans,  La.  Acting  British  consul  at .  75 

Nickerson,  L .  381,  745 

Owens,  A.  A .  559 

Pennell,  I.  A . . . .  349, 363 

Platt,  John.H .  688,693 

Quackenbush,  S.  P . 682 

Randall,  William  P .  398,  478,  618 

Robbins,  E.  L . . . 735 

Rockwell,  C.  H . 560,585,591,614,683 

Rogers,  John  A .  45 

Rogers,  W.  C .  344, 429, 430, 434,  444,  531,  724 

Ronckendorff,  William . 353 

Russell,  J.  J .  693,  734 

Sclienck,  J.  F .  360 

Scott,  Gustavus  TI .  589,  643,  715 

Semmes,  A.  A .  336, 445,  536,  539, 572,  577,  602 

Sherrill,  John .  337, 387, 424, 624,  637,  655,  662,  702,  708 

Shufeldt,  R.  W .  690,  691,  709,  727 

Smith,  J.  W . 483 

Smith,  Robert  B .  563, 654,  680 

Spotts,  J.  TI .  332 

Stanton,  0.  F .  584,  590 

Stevens,  T.  H . . •_ .  461 

Stodder,  L.  N .  578,  733 

Temple,  W.  G .  680 

Van  Sice,  E .  449, 487, 513,  605,  615,  673,  694,  714 

Vorhees,  L.  D.  D .  554 
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Bailey,  Theodorus— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Walker,  William  M . 

Weeks,  E.  C . . 

Welch,  G.  E. . 

Weston,  A _ . 

Willcomb,  C.  L . 

Williams,  James  S 


Page. 


Woodbuty,  D.  P 
Zerega,  A.  L.  B 

General  orders . 

Mentioned . 


.  422,  425,  451 , 507,  534,  546,  552 

.  732 

.  391 

.  513 

.  385<  436,  482,  498,  523,  529,  531,  549,  617 

„  . . .  74Q 

Wl“'  . .  33?,  368 

- .  535,593,694 

. - . - .  491 

. - .  329,341 

oai  000  .  9,  36,  78,90,  96, 118, 128, 134,  325,  330,  346,  349, 

ob4,  383,  415,  41 7,  427,  446,  449,  461,  476, 479,  490,  511,  533,  535,  543  546 
564,  565,  589,  592,  601,  627,  640,  644,  645,  679,  687,  715,  740,  742,  746  760 

Relieved  of  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  733  740  741  753 

Reports  of.  --->>> 

Alabama  and  Florida,  C.  S.  steamers.  Movements  of .  355 

Alabama  and  Rosalie,  Prize  vessels.  Purchase  of,  for  service  in  East 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  435 

Alligator  Bay,  Fla.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  June  14,  1863 .  467 

Amanda,  U.  S.  bark.  Loss  of,  May  29,  1863 .  451*464  467 

Apalachicola,  Fla. 

Expedition  from  U.  S.  S.  Somerset  to,  May  12,  1864 .  697 

Proposed  occupation  of .  347  334 

Ariel,  American  steamer.  Capture  of,  by  C.  S.  S.  Alabama,*  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  1862 . 33g 

Bay  port,  1  la.  Expedition  to,  and  elsewhere  between  Suwanee  River 

and  Anclote  Keys,  April  2-9,  1863 .  40g 

Bear  Creek,  Florida.  Expedition  to,  and  capture  of  schooner  William 

A.  Kain,  January  22,  1864  .  034 

Blackstone,  Steamer.  Detention  of .  332 

Brockenborough,  U.  S.  sloop.  Abandonment  of .  533 

Calhoun,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  January  23,  1862 .  72-75 

Caloosahatchee  River,  Florida.  Expedition  to .  621  630 

Carmita,  Prize  vessel.  Addition  of,  to  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squad-"  ’ 

1  on  — - -  — _ _ _ ------- _ _  383 

Chattahoochee  River.  Preparation  of  Confederate  vessels  in _  356 

Crystal  River,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  June  15,  1863 . .  435 

Cuba.  Firing  upon  British  schooner  Dream  off  coast  of  April  28 

1863 . . . :  427 

Cumberland,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  February  5,  1864  .  043 

Powder  taken  from .  724 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  S.  Collision  of,  with  H.  I.  M.  S.  Milan .  22 

De  Soto  and  Huntsville,  U.  S.  steamers.  Captures  made  by .  450 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by .  354 

Condition  and  needs  of .  379,  428,  458, 526, 538 

Disposition  of  vessels .  333,  334,  336,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378, 

385,  400, 414,  431,  439,  459,  472,  502, 524,  531, 553,  560, 567,  583,  588,  592, 
603,  619,  626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739 

Tenders  employed  in .  7  005 

Florida,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for . . . . . .  358  376 
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Bailey,  Theodorus — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Hatteras,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of  crew  of,  at  Key  West,  Fla .  367 

Havana,  Cuba.  Docking  and  repair  of  U.  S.  vessels  at .  654 

Hillsboro  River,  Florida.  Destruction  of  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and 

sloop  Kate  Dale  in,  October  16-17,  1863 .  570 

Indian  River  and  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Expeditions  for  capture  of 

schooners  in,  February  23  and  March  2,  1863 .  369 

James  Battle  and  William  Bagley,  Steamers.  Capture  of,  July  17  and 

18,  1863  .  511 

James  Battle,  U.  S.  S.  Operations  of,  August  23  to  September  18, 

1863 .  539 

Key  West  and  Tortugas,  Fla.  Necessity  for  protecting,  in  case  of 

foreign  intervention . .  530 

Key  West,  Fla. 

Arrival  of  U.  S.  ship  Dale  at .  331 

Prevalence  of  yellow  fever  at .  737 

Rescinding  of  orders  for  removal  of  citizens  from .  378 

Sale  of  prizes  at .  332 

Sanitary  condition  of .  548 

Vacancy  in  judgship  of  U.  S.  district  court  at .  514 

Lake  Ocala  and  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on, 

December  2,  10,  and  18,  1863 .  593,601 

Magnolia,  U.  S.  S. 

Efficiency  of .  492 

Transfer  of  flag  from  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence  to .  434 

Mails.  Loss  of .  722 

Nita,  Prize  steamer.  Fitting  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf  Blockading 

Squadron .  549, 603 

Ocklockonee  River,  Florida. 

Blockade  of .  661 

Expedition  to,  for  purpose  of  cutting  out  schooner  Onward, 

March  20-23,  1863 .  390 

Peace  Creek,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  July  6-9,  1863 .  489 

Prizes.  Capture  of .  351,450 

Rosita,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  January  28,  1864 . . .  639 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  February  9  and  17,  1864  .  646 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  April  2  and  12,  1864 .  676 

Expedition  in,  March  20,  1863 .  386,  390 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida. 

Capture  of  cotton  in . 565 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  January  30, 1864 .  640 

St.  Marks,  Fla.  Destruction  of  salt  works  near,  February  17-19  and 

26-27,  1864  .  648 

St.  Marks  River  and  Marsh’s  Island,  Florida.  Expeditions  to,  July 

12  and  15,  1863 .  493 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S. 

Disposition  of .  361 

Retention  of,  in  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  353 

Sea  Lion,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  9,  1863 .  436 

Signal  numbers.  Change  of .  354(  356 

Suffren,  French  corvette.  Attempt  to  determine  character  of .  418 

Suwanee  River,  Fla.  Destruction  of  steamer  Powerful  and  capture  of 

schooner  Edward  off,  December  20  and  24,  1863 .  607,609 
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Bailey,  Theodorus — Continued.  Page 

Reports  of. 

Tampa  Bay  and  Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.  Operations  near .  605 

Tampa  Bay,  Fla.  Engagement  with  Confederates  on  Gadsden’s 

Point,  March  27, 1863 . . .  397 

Union,  U.  S.  supply  steamer.  Captures  made  by .  703 

Union,  U.  S.  tug.  Sale  of .  504 

Vixen,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  vessel.  Protection  of .  365 

Yellow  fever.  Outbreak  of .  339 ;  737,  741 

Zeller,  Theodore.  Services  of .  760 

Requests  appointment  of  commanding  officer  for  flagship .  486 

Requests  permission  to  add  prize  vessels  to  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron .  350,375 

Requests  permission  to  participate  in  attack  upon  Mobile,  Ala .  653 

Requests  removal  of  Joseph  S.  Morgan,  commanding  at  Key  West,  Fla. . .  376 

Special  orders .  461,515,644 

Bainbridge,  U.  S.  brig. 

Assistance  rendered  British  bark  Telegraph  by . _• .  320 

Captures  made  by .  238,244,263 

Mentioned . 5g 

188,  221,  235,  242,  245,  252,  258,  261,  266,  268,  288,  294,  298,  306,  312,  315 

Movements  of . 129 

Orders  for  movements .  241, 293,  302 

Baker,  G-race  E.  See  Grace  E.  Baker,  Schooner. 

Balch,  Edward.  Mentioned .  571,575,576 

Balch,  JohnW.  Mentioned .  826,830,844 

Baldwin  J.  Mentioned .  688 

Baldwin,  William  H.  Mentioned . 777; 

779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  832,  836,  844 

Baltic,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  558, 867 

Baltic,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  5,23,231,239 

Banks,  N.  P.  See  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  transport. 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.  Mentioned . .  332,  436,  437,  479,  672 

Baptiste,  John.  Mentioned .  407,410 

Barataria  Bay,  La.  Escape  of  steamer  Victoria  into,  February  12,  1862. 
Reports  of 

McKean,  W.  W .  125 

Walker,  W.  M . 126 

Barbour,  Major.  See  Major  Barbour,  British  schooner. 

Barclay,  Joseph  O. 

Correspondence  with. 

Bailey,  T .  463 

Williams,  James  S .  413 

Mentioned .  334,  343,  353,  361, 366, 

378,  385,  400,  414,  431,  440,  459,  473,  502,  524,  532,  554,  560,  567, 583, 588 
Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Wanderer  and  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck .  544 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  ship  Dale  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S. 

schooner  Wanderer .  430 

Baring  Brothers.  Mentioned .  143 

Barnes, - .  Mentioned .  213,234 

Barnwell,  John  G.  Mentioned .  50 

Barrancas,  Fla.  Bombardment  of.  Report  of  James  Alden .  33 

Barrancas,  Fort.  See  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla. 
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Barry,  Garrett  It.  Mentioned . 245 

Barry,  James  H.  Mentioned .  206-208,  267,  478 

Bartlett,  Horace.  Mentioned . 1 .  357 

Bartlett,  S.  Mentioned .  700 

Battalion,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  .  214 

Battle,  James.  See  James  Battle,  Steamer. 

Bauldree,  F.  Mentioned .  701 

Baxter,  Irvin  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey  T .  605 

Coffin,  Peter  F .  613 

Jenks,  J.  H . . .  611 

Mentioned .  343,  353, 361,  363, 366,  373,  378,  384,  385, 400, 414, 431, 439, 

459,  472,  502,  516,  524,  531,  553,  560,  567,  583,  588,  592,  604,  605,  614,  619, 
626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747, 
751,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  783,  786,  796,  800,  805,  809,  836,  844 
Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea  and  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Efenry .  617 


Reports  of. 

Ann,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  30,  1862  . .  340 

Apalachicola  Bay,  Fla.  Threatened  attack  upon  blockading  vessels 

in .  784 

Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla. 

Blockade  of .  527 

Capture  of  small  boat  off .  580 

Charm,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  23,  1863  .  373 

Director,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  September  30,  1863 .  562 

Gem  of  the  Sea.  Movements  of .  465 

Georgia,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  29,  1863 . . .  525 

Inez,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  18, 1863 .  416 

Maggie  Fulton,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  8,  1863 _  411,412 

Myacca  River,  Fla.  Expedition  to,  December  24-30,  1863  .  610 

Peace  Creek,  Fla.  Expedition  in,  September  2-3, 1863 .  547 

Petee,  Sloop.  Capture  and  destruction  of .  383 

Richard,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  August  31, 1863 .  545 

Bayou  City,  C.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  16,  1861,  to  February  18,  1862 .  170-175 

Launching  of .  267 

Mentionedl . 252 

Movements  of .  257, 158 

Bayport,  Fla. 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  T.  Bailey .  602 


Expedition  to. 

April  2-9,  1863. 

Casualties .  4Q9 

Orders  and  instructions,  T.  Bailey .  404 


Reports  of. 

Baily,  T .  409 

English,  Earl .  405 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  493 

Stevens,  J .  499 

September  6-13,  1863.  Report  of  C.  H.  Rockwell .  560 

September  15,  1863.  Report  of  A.  A.  Semmes .  540-542 
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Bayport,  Fla. — Continued.  Page. 

Expedition  to. 

July  10-13,  1864.  Reports  of. 

Robbins,  E.  L .  735 

Russell,  James  J .  734 

Midnight  reconnoissance  of,  July  22,  1863.  Report  of  E.  Y.  McCauley  ..  520 

Sketch  of . _ .  410, 541 

Bazaine,  Francois  Achille.  Mentioned .  688 

Bazzil,  C.  E.  Mentioned . 700 

Beall,  Lloyd  J.  Request  for  exchange  of  C.  L.  Sayre . .  151 

Bear  Creek,  Fla.  Expedition  to,  and  capture  of  schooner  William  A.  Kain, 
January  22,  1864.  Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  634 

Browne,  W.  R . . .  635 

Russell,  James  J . 637 

Beauregard,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Attack  upon  New  Smyrna,  Fla.,  July  28,  1863 . . .  529 

Capture  of  commanding  officer  and  boat’s  crew  from,  June  29,  1862 .  290 

Captures  made  by .  267, 462,  463,  544,  564,  586,  627,  641,  645,  666,  679,  685,  703 

Healey,  Edward  C.,  ordered  to  relieve  Francis  Burgess  of  command .  668 

Mendall,  John  T.,  appointed  to  command .  359 

Mentioned .  188, 189, 


212,  221,  223,  224,  225,  226/229,  238,  240,  244,  252,  261,  268,  288,  294,  298, 

307,  313,  315,  321,  325,  326,  329,  334,  343,  350,  351,  353,  366,  378,  385,  397, 

398,  400,  414,  430,  431,  439,  459,  460,  472, 473,  502,  524,  531,  553, 560,  567, 

583,  588,  592,  603,  619,  626,  652,  660,  662,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  746, 

758,  777,  779,  782,  784,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  832,  836,  844,  852 


Operations  off  Tampa,  Fla . . . 215-217 

Orders  for  movements .  198, 236, 478,  752 

Stearns,  David,  appointed  to  command .  193 

Beauregard,  Gustave  T.  Mentioned .  672 

Beazley,  W.  H. ,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  168 

Bebeau,  L.  Mentioned . . _  191,192 

Beck,  Matthew  A.  Mentioned .  483 

Beck,  Sydney  S.  Mentioned .  107 

Belize,  Honduras,  U.  S.  commercial  agent  at.  Mentioned .  368,  479 

Bell,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  556, 565, 590 

Bell,  John  R.  Mentioned . 772, 

777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805,  810,  823,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845 

Bell,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  700 

Bell,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned .  766 

Belle,  British  vessel.  Firing  upon,  off  Havana,  Cuba,  by  U.  S.  S.  Marigold..  706 
Belligerent  rights. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  307 

Withdrawal  of,  from  Confederate  States .  860 

See  also  Neutrality. 

Bellinger,  Henri.  Mentioned .  89 

Benezet,  Mr.  Mentioned .  194,195,203,204 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.  See  State  Department,  C.S.  Also  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Bennet,  George  M.  Mentioned .  571,  575, 576 

Bennett,  John  W.  Mentioned . 868 

Bennett  &  Lurges.  Mentioned .  163 

Bennett  &  Wake.  Mentioned .  446 

Benson,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  87 
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Benson,  William  P.  See  William  P.  Benson,  Schooner.  Page. 

Bermuda,*  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  April  27,  1862 . 220,221 

Mentioned .  197,232,233 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  713 

Mentioned .  462,  483,  672,  697,  728,  789 

Movements  of . 465 

Berry,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . 869,870 

Bertram,  George.  Mentioned .  514 

Berwick  Bay,  La.  Blockade  of.  Order  of  W.  W.  McKean .  71 

Best,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  433 

Bigelow,  George  A. 

Mentioned .  54, 124,  202,  204,  297,  306,  311,  312,  315,  316,  320,  335 

Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla.  Occupation  of,  by  U.  S.  naval  forces,  April  3, 1862.  205 

Frances,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  23,  1862 .  322 

Trier,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  28,  1862  .  324 

Bilbro,  William  B.  Mentioned .  868  869 

Biloxi,  Miss.  Surrender  of,  December  31,  1861.  Reports  of 

Buchanan,  Thomas  McKean .  34 

McKean,  W.  W .  40 

Bingham,  Hamilton.  Mentioned .  . 534  559 

Birch,  J ohn  N.  Mentioned . . .  ’  52 

Bishop,  James.  Mentioned .  346 

Bishop,  James  S.  Mentioned .  ggO 

Bishop,  John.  Mentioned .  512  513 

Black,  John.  Mentioned .  ’575 

Black,  W.  L.  Mentioned .  -  577 

Blacker,  Louis.  See  Matamoras,  British  vice-consul  at. 

Black  Hawk,  Steamer.  See  C.  Vanderbilt. 

Blackstone,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  gg2 

Blake,  Homer  C. 

Mentioned .  oa ~ 

_  ,  . - .  ob7 

Report  of  movements  of  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler .  349 

Blake,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned _ _  378  385  554 

Blake,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  ’  ’51g 

Blakesley,  George.  Mentioned .  534 

Blakeman,  A.  Noel.  Mentioned .  gg 

Blakeman,  Captain.  Mentioned .  4g2 

Blanc,  H.  (P)  Mentioned .  ogq 

Blanc,  Samuel  P. 

Diary,  expedition  to  Apalachicola .  700  702 

Mentioned  .  697,  698,  700-702,’ 874 

Blanca,  J  os.  Mentioned . 

Blanchard,  Horatio  S.  Statement  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Adela  278 

Blanco,  Bartholomew.  Mentioned .  615 

Block,  Frederick.  Mentioned . 

Block,  J.  Mentioned . . .  ' 

Blockade  runners. 

Capture  of.  ^  See  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by.  Also 
_ Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by. 


*  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Bermuda. 
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Blockade  runners — Continued. 

Movements  of.  1  age' 

Communications  from 

Green,  Theo.  P .  749 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  91  750 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  vice-consul-general  at .  234  248  240 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at . ”  ’  '  ’  ’  435 

McKean,  William  W . .  8  53  125 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  38, 1 89, 237*294, 368^ 436 

Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at .  3g 

Reports  of 

Couthony,  Jos.  P .  191 

Doty,  G.  W . 120 

McKean,  W.  W .  211,218,239 

Ridgely,  D.  B .  196 

See  also  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Search  for.  Orders  and  instructions. 

Bailey,  T .  531,  602,  688,  723 

McKean,  W.  W .  189, 197,  212-215,  218,  241,  242,  253 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  294  765 

See  also  Bay  port,  Fla.  Expeditions  to,  etc.,  April  2-9,  1863. 

Blocker,  H.  T.  Report  of  expedition  to  Crooked  River,  Fla.,  May  20,  1862. . .  863 

Bloom,  John.  Mentioned .  gg 

Bloomer,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  December  10  and  18 

1863 . .  593-601 

Mentioned .  gg3 

Blount,  James  R.  Mentioned .  g98  791 

Blunt,  Mr.  Mentioned .  ’  ggg 

Boadicea,  Bark.  Mentioned .  214 

Boarman,  Charles  A.  Finding,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade .  794 

Bohe,  Augustus.  Mentioned .  142  143 

Bohinina,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

Bohio,  U.  S.  brig. 

Captures  made  by .  123  533 

Mentioned .  127  129 

Orders  for  movements .  3g 

Bonaud,  A.  Mentioned .  697-699 

Borgia,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  249 

Borodine,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  337 

Boston,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  55g 

Boteler,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned . gH 

Bowen,  Edward.  Mentioned .  51g 

Bowers,  Henry  W.  Mentioned .  694 

Bowling,  J ames  T.  Mentioned .  583,  588,  592,  604,  664 

Bowman,  Mr.  Mentioned .  733 

Boyle,  John. 

Mentioned .  495 

Reports  of. 

Frolic,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  25,  1863 .  480 

Oliver  S.  Breese,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  16,  1863 .  440 

Boynton,  Thomas  J.  See  Key  West,  Fla.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at. 

Bradford,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  862 
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Bradford,  A.  N.  Mentioned .  413 

Bradford,  Robert  F. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto .  583 

Mentioned . .. . - . - .  453,  506, 509,  588 

Report  of  attempt  to  determine  character  of  French  corvette  Suffren .  419 

Bradford,  William  H.  Mentioned .  606,  624 

Bradley,  G.  W.  Mentioned . - .  ”00 

Bradshaw,  A.  See  A.  Bradshaw,  Vessel. 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S . .  169 

Mentioned . .  17, 26 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala.  Chasing  ashore  of  a  schooner  off,  December  27, 

1861 . . .  16 

J.  W.  Wilder,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  20,  1862 .  64 

Ship  Island,  Miss.  Operations  at .  153 

Bragg,  Ira  W.  Mentioned .  296 

Braine,  Daniel  L.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  645 

Braine,  John  C.  Mentioned .  835 

Brannan,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKean .  198 

Mentioned . — .  201, 219 

Brannan,  Lawrence.  Mentioned .  784 

Brannen,  Milledge.  Mentioned .  487, 488,  528,  613 

Brantingham,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  698 

Brantley,  George  C.  Mentioned . 730 

Brasher,  Thomas  M. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  241 

Mentioned .  268, 288,  294, 298,  312,  315 

Reports  of. 

Bainbridge,  U.  S.  brig.  Departure  of,  from  Aspinwall,  New  Granada. .  129 

Baigorry,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  9,  1862  .  263 

Newcastle,  Schooner.  Seizure  of,  May  11,  1862 .  238 

Swan,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  May  24,  1862 .  245 

Brayman,  Frederick  K.  Mentioned . 398 

Break  of  Day,*  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  8,  53, 125, 213,  369 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  See  Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.;  also  War  Department,  C.  S. 
Breese,  Oliver  S.  See  Oliver  S.  Breese,  Schooner. 

Breese,  S.  Livingston. 

Mentioned . . .  271-274,  277-279,  300 

Statement  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Adela .  278 

Brent,  Thomas  W.  Correspondence  with  Sam  Jones .  862 

Briggs,  J.  S.  Mentioned .  700 

Bright,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  April  24,  1863 .  421,422 

Mentioned .  450 

Bringel,  E.,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  214 

Brisco,  John  A.  Mentioned .  621 

Britannia,  U.  S.  S. 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned .  809, 812,  813,  814,  823,  826, 830-833,  836,  837,  844,  845,  852,  855,  859 

Movements  of . 810 


*  Changed  to  Wide  Awake. 
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British  men-of-war.  Movements  of.  See  Foreign  men-of-war.  Pa„e 

British  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  with  J.  Walker .  982 

is  :’iendcmed . . .  210,228,426 

Brock,  Oliver  S.  Mentioned .  668,  766 

Brockenborough,*  U.  S.  sloop. 

Abandonment  of .  ^  ^5 

Captures  made  by . .  1 .  ’ 

Mentioned... . ..  ...  'm, 327,  366 

378,  385,  391,  400,  415,  431,  440,  447,  453,  457,  459,  473,  482,  502,  523,  532 
Brockenborough,  G.  L.  See  G.  L.  Brockenborough. 

Brodhead,  Edgar. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  S.  Wales  . .  79 

Mentioned .  229 

Report  of  death  of  Samuel  Marcy  and  burning  of  a  schooner  _ _ _  78 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  237  245 

Mentioned .  71)  91, 100, 120, 148*  201 

Movements  of .  47  ^99 

Orders  for  movements .  79  g2 

Brooks,  Mr.  Mentioned .  294 

Brooks,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  575 

Brooks,  Rienzi  J.  Mentioned .  256 

Brooks,  Douglass  &  Co.  Mentioned . 537 

Brott,  Mr.  Mentioned .  437 

Brott,  Davis  and  Shons.  Mentioned .  436  437 

Brown, - .  Mentioned .  ’774 

Brown,  Charles.  Mentioned .  334 

Brown,  Harvey. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  5 

Mentioned . .’*.**33*99,136 

Brown,  Henry.  Mentioned .  545 

Brown,  J.  Nibbs. 

Correspondence  with  C.  K.  Stribling .  799 

Mentioned .  790-793 

Brown,  John.  Mentioned .  610  612 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  7qq 

Browne,  George  W.  Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Alice  Vivian,  August  16, 

1863 .  533 


Browne,  William  B.  Mentioned .  487  488 

Browne,  William  M.  Mentioned .  170 

Browne,  William  Ross. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey>  T .  489, 600, 638 

Eudd,  W .  642 

Clark,  Charles  P .  433 

Eason,  Henry .  647,  656,  706,  707 

Rankin,  W.  B .  729 

Russell,  James  J .  637 


Mentioned .  472,  490,  502,  524,  531, 554,  560, 567,  583,  588,  592-594,  601,  604, 


619, 622, 623,  626,  634,  641,  646,  648,  652,  660,  667,  675-677, 681, 691,  704, 
713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  826,  831,  833 


*  Captured  under  name  of  G.  L.  Brockenborough;  also  known  as  U.  S.  sloop  G.  L.  Brockenboro. 
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Browne,  William  Ross — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Bear  Creek,  Florida.  Expedition  to,  and  capture  of  schooner  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Kain,  January  22,  1864  . . .  635 

Ernti,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  19,  1863. . . - .  536 

Lake  Ocala  and  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works 

on,  December  2,  10,  and  18,  1863  . .  596-600 

Mary,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  16, 1865 .  827 

Peace  Creek,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  July  6-9,  1863 .  487 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida. 

Blockade  of .  631,  662,  663,  695 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on. 

February  9  and  17,  1864  .  646,  647 

April  2  and  12,  1864 .  677 

April  17,  1864 .  683 

April  22,  May  23,  27,  and  June  8,  1864 .  719 

Operations  of  Confederates  in  vicinity  of .  642 

Brownsville,  Tex.  Trade  with.  See  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Bruce,  Kate.  See  Kate  Bruce,  Steamer. 

Bruce,  Kate  L.  See  Kale  L.  Bruce,  Schooner. 

Bruce,  Robert.  See  Robert  Bruce,  Bark. 

Bryac, - .  Mentioned .  453 

Buchanan,  Franklin. 

Correspondence  with  David  Nichols .  557 

Mentioned .  446,558,867,868 

Buchanan,  Thomas  McKean. 

Mentioned .  22  98  148 

Report  of  surrender  of  Biloxi,  Miss.,  December  31,  1861 . ’  34 

Buckles,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  8qq 

Buckner,  General.  See  General  Buckner,  Steamer. 

Budd,  William. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac _  gg7 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  702 

Browne,  W.  R . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  272  295 

Mentioned .  567,  5g3;  588)  ’592 

604,  619,  626,  641,  653,  661,  667,  675,  682,  691,  697,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731 
Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla. 

Capture  of  cotton  at .  g82 

Expedition  from  U.  S.  S.  Somerset  to,  May  12,  1864 .  698-702 

Henrietta,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  1,  1864 . ”  727 

Bufford,  P.  A.  Mentioned . 

Bullay ,  Henry  J.  Statement  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Adela.  278 

Burgess,  Francis. 

Mentioned....  502, 524, 531, 553, 560, 567,  583,  588,  592,  603,  619,  626, 652,  660,  667, 
763,  766,  772,  777,  780,  783,  786,  797, 805,  810,  823,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard .  ar<a 

Reports  of. 

Fannie  McRae,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  23,  1865 .  804 

Hannah,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  11,  1864 .  666 

Last  Trial,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  October  6,  1863  .  5.54 

Linda,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  11,  1864 .  666 
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Burg-ess,  Francis — Continued.  p 

Reports  of. 

Lydia,  Vessel.  Capture  of,  February  4,  1864 .  645 

Minnie,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  15,  1864 .  627 

Phoebe,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  23,  1863  .  544 

Racer,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  January  31,  1864 .  641 

Volante,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  5,  1863  .  586 

Burnett,  Mr.  Mentioned . 031 

Burns,  - .  Mentioned .  49 

Burroughs,  R.  See  11  Burroughs ,  Sloop. 

Burroughs,  Master.  Mentioned  . .  214 

Burrows,  Master.  Mentioned .  49 

Butler,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  70,522 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned . . . . .  56,  99 

Butler,  George.  Mentioned .  34 

Butler,  John.  Mentioned . 513 

Butts,  Mr.  Mentioned .  260 

By  George,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  1, 1862 .  329 

Mentioned .  354 

C.  Vanderbilt,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  8,53,91,125,189,196 

Cadieu,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  781,797,800 

Cain,  P.  H.  Mentioned .  700 

Calahan,  John.  Mentioned . . .  519 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B. 

Mentioned . 54 

Reports  of. 

Lizzie  Weston,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  19,  1861 . .  55 

Magnolia,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  19,  1862 .  142 

Caldwell,  S.  B.  Mentioned .  778 

Calhoun,  C.  S.  S.  Armament  of .  163 

Calhoun,!  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  January  23,  1862  .  72-75,  90,  97, 118, 134 

Mentioned .  126, 187, 189, 201,  212,  522, 550,  553 

Calhoun,  James.  Mentioned .  700 

California,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  213,234 

California  steamers.  Convoy  of .  336 

Call,  Wilkinson.  Mentioned . 1 .  260 

Caloosahatchee  River,  Florida. 

Captures  made  in .  525 

Expedition  to. 

Order  of  T.  Bailey . ! .  620 

Reports  of  T.  Bailey .  621,  630 

See  also  Fort  Myrrs,  Fla. 

Cambria,  Steamer.  Mentioned  . .  214 

Campbell,  Colin  J.  Mentioned .  183 

Campbell,  George  C.  Mentioned .  673,  674 

Campbell,  Eoudon.  Mentioned .  698,701,702 

Canandaigua,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  302 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S.  Correspondence  with  John  Newton .  820 

Capella, - .  Mentioned .  62 

Cape  San  Bias,  Florida.  Cotton  discovered  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of 

Charles  J.  McDougal .  518 


*  Known  also  as  Black  Hawk. 


f  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun, 
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Captain  Spedden,  Schooner.  Page. 

Capture  of,  December  31,  1861 - - -  34, 40 

Mentioned . - . .  70, 522 

Caraway,  Mr.  Mentioned . 798 

Cardenas,  Cuba,  Consular  agent  at.  Mentioned _  566 

Carew,  E.  G.  Mentioned _ _ _ _  516 

Carey,  George  B.  Mentioned _ _ _ _ _  547 

Carlton,  John.  Mentioned _ _ - . - . . . .  49 

Carmita,*  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  27,  1862  .  337 

Mentioned .  351 

Purchase  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  383 

Carmita,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  440,460,473,503, 

524, 532, 554, 560,  568, 583, 588,  592,  604, 620,  627,  642,  653,  661,  665,  668 

Carpenter,  - .  Mentioned .  708 

Caroline,  American  sloop. 

Capture  of,  February  18,  1864 .  132,133 

Mentioned .  187 

Caroline,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  June  10,  1864  .  711 

Caroline,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  January  18,  1864  .  633 

Caroline,  Sloop  (Tender  to  U.  S.  S.  Bloomer).  Mentioned .  594,596,597 

Caroline  Gertrude,  Schooner. 

Destruction  of,  December  28,  1863 . - . . .  617 

Mentioned . 629 

Carr,  John  F.  See  John  F.  Carr,  Steamer. 

Carrington,  Edward.  Mentioned .  821 

Carter,  Mr.  Mentioned . ' . . .  741 

Carter,  Henry  B. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  693 

Mentioned.  412, 554, 560, 568, 583, 588, 593, 604, 620, 627, 642, 653, 661, 668, 673, 675, 
682, 691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  739,  741,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763,  796,  801 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  IT.  S.  schooner.  Loss' of .  801 

Josephine,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  24,  1864 .  673 

Carter,  John  C.  Finding,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade .  794 

Carter,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  700 

Carven,  Christopher. 

Mentioned .  617,685 

Report  of  capture  of  cotton  in  Suwanee  River,  Florida,  April  21,  1864....  686 

Cason,  Mr.  Mentioned .  528 

Cate,  David. 

Correspondence  with 

Lewis,  Elnathan .  206 

McKean,  W.  W .  241 

Mentioned .  11, 217, 268,  288, 294, 298,  306, 312, 315,  321, 325, 326,  328,  334,  343, 

352,  361,  366,  378,  385,  393,  396,  400,  414,  431,  439,  452, 453, 455, 459,  472 

Reports  of. 

Andromeda,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  26,  1862 . 1 .  253 

Anna  Belle,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  6, 1862 .  184 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  and  capture  of  steamer 

Florida  and  sloop  Lafayette,  April  4,  1862...- .  205,  208 

Teresa,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  16,  1863  .  415 

Cavas,  Master.  Mentioned .  4H 


*  Formerly  Piramista;  afterward  U.  S.  schooner  Carmita. 
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Cavass,  J oseph.  Mentioned . 

Cecil,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Cecile,  Sloop.  Mentioned . 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla. 

Attack  upon,  January  16, 1862. 

Communications  from  George  F.  Emmons 

List  of  property,  captured  and  destroyed _ 

Reports  of 


Pave 

135, 137 
.  197 
.  214 


49 

49 


Emmons,  George  F .  48  49 

Trapier,  J.  H . 50,’ 51 

Captures  made  off . . .  265,  483,  802,  824 

Expeditions  in  search  of  schooner  off.  Reports  of 


Crosman,  A.  F .  224-226 

Howell,  J.  C .  222 

Hurley,  Henry  A .  223 

Operations  off. 

Orders  and  instructions,  W.  W.  McKean .  37,  90,  236  240 

Reports  of 

Crosman,  A.  F .  ^gQ 

Fleming,  Charles  E .  _  _  g76 

Howell,  J.  C . 1 .  126, 134, 137, 179,  242 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  399,512,526,534 

Winn,  Joseph .  183,185 


See  also  Fernandina  Railroad,  Florida.  Expeditions  for  destruction  of  salt 


works  on,  October  4  and  6, 1862. 

Chaives,  C.  P.  Mentioned .  244 

Challenger,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  m 

Chambers,  Captain.  Mentioned .  435 

Chambers,  General.  Mentioned .  157  172 

Chambers,  James  S.  See  James  S.  Chambers,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Chandeleur  Islands.  Captures  made  off . 550 

Chandler,  Mr  Mentioned . .  92 

Chandler,  Catherine,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  75 

Chandler,  Ralph. 

Correspondence  with 

Ashbury,  George .  569, 608 

Bailey,  T .  548, 652 

Clark,  Charles  P .  579 

Rockwell,  Charles  H .  569, 591 

Weston,  A .  542 


Mentioned.  486, 502, 513, 517, 524, 532,  550, 554, 560, 565, 567, 583, 588, 592, 604, 617, 
619,  626, 641,  652,  660,  667, 675, 681, 691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  736,  737 
Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  and  appointed  to  command 


U.  S.  S.  Huntsville 


628 


Reports  of. 

Alabama,  Confederate  steamer.  Capture  of,  September  12, 1863...  551,552 

Edward,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  24,  1863 .  616 

Fox,  Blockade  runner.  Chase  of .  552 

Lizzie  Davis,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  September  6,  1863 .  555 

Magnolia,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of,  December  16,  1863  .  609 

Mail,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  October  15,  1863 .  569 

Roebuck,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  7,  1864 .  622 

Chanvin,  Hippolite.  Mentioned .  89 

Chapman,  Dr.  Mentioned . . .  194, 348, 475 
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Charles  Henry,  Schooner.  Mentioned . - .  338 

Charles  Morgan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  159 

Charlotte  Harbor,  Florida. 

Blockade  of.  Reports  of 

Baxter,  I.  B .  527 

Nickerson,  L . . . .. .  381 

Captures  made  in  vicinity  of .  379, 411, 430, 476, 562,  580 

See  also  Peace  Creek,  Florida 
Operations  near. 

Orders  of  T.  Bailey. .  605 

Report  of  J.  C.  Williamson . . .  338 

Paroled  prisoners  to  be  landed  at .  515 

Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa  Bay,  Florida.  Proposed  operations  between. 

Communications  from  T.  Bailey . .  593 

Charm,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  23,  1863 .  372,373 

Chase,  Charles  T. 

Mentioned .  675,  682, 

691,  704,  714.  722,  725,  726,  731,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755,  823,  826,  830,  833 
Reports  of. 

Good  Hope,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  April  18,  1864 .  683 

Oscar,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  1,  1864  .  692 

Chase,  Salmon  P.  See  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Chatfield,  Thomas. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  Two  Sisters .  616 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  693,  725 

Mentioned.  468-470, 496, 620, 627, 642, 653, 661, 668, 675, 682, 691,  704,  709, 710, 714, 
722,  726,  731,  739, 755,  783,  786,  797,  805,  810,  823,  827,  831,  833,  837,  844 
Reports  of. 

Alligator  Bay,  Florida. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  June  14,  1863 .  471, 472 

Reconnoissance  of  salt  works  on .  471 

Marsh’s  Island,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  July  15, 1863.  497 

Suwanee  River,  Florida.  Removal  of  cotton  from .  732 

William,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  13,  1864 .  625 

Chattahoochee,  C.  S.  S. 

Accident  on  board .  468, 470, 474, 475,  868-872 

Armament  and  crew .  421,  864,  865 

Gift,  George  W.,  appointed  to  command .  873 

J  ones,  Catesby  ap  R. ,  appointed  to  command .  864 

List  of  officers  of .  874 

Mentioned .  347,  348,  357, 697,  699,  700,  774,  784 

Movements  of .  364 

Repairs  to .  874 

Statement  of  William  M.  Martin  concerning .  432 

Volunteers  for .  864 

Chattahoochee  River. 

Expedition  in,  May  19-22, 1863.  Report  of  E.  Van  Slyck .  443 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Cobb,  Howell .  865 

Florida,  Governor  of . 867 

See  also  Chattahoochee,  C.  S.  S. 

Preparation  of  Confederate  vessels  in.  Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  356 

Crosman,  A.  F .  356 
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Cheesman,  William  S.  Page 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  687 

Mentioned .  722)  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755, 

762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823, 826, 830,  833, 837,  844 
Deports  of. 

Matagorda,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  September  10, 1864  .  756 

Peace  Creek,  Florida.  Capture  of  small  boats  from . 729 

Cherokee,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  823,  826,  830,  833,  836,  844,  852,  855,  857 

Cherry,  E.  D.  Mentioned . . .  698  701 

Chesapeake,  Steamer.  Mentioned  . . . .  835 

Chesley, - Mentioned . . . . _ .  .  327 

Chester,  Lewis.  Mentioned . . . . . .  434 

Chester,  Louis  It. 

Mentioned . . . . - .  362,  441 ,  480,  580,  581,  586,  587,  718 

Deports  of. 

Meteor,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  30, 1863 . .  581 

Paul,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  7,  1863  .  587 

Suwanee  Diver,  Florida.  Capture  of  cotton  in,  June  7,  1864  .  718 

Child,  Allford  O.  Mentioned .  .  87 

Childs,  Annie.  See  Annie  Childs,  Schooner. 

Childs,  Jonathan  W.  Mentioned . . .  734,801 

Christensen,  Christian  T.  Correspondence  with 

Asboth,  A . 856 

Newton,  John., . 815 

Chubb,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 172 

Cimarron,  U.  S.  S. 

M  entioned . 310 

Orders  for  movements . 308 

Circassian,*  Steamer.  Capture  of .  231,232 

Circassian,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  474 

Mentioned . . .  331,  336,  357, 457 

Movements  of . 465 

Orders  for  movements . . .  330, 467 

City,  George  W.  Mentioned . . .  874 

Clancey,  George  G.  Mentioned . 87 

Clapp,  Annie.  See  Annie  Clapp,  Schooner. 

Clapp,  J.  C.  See  Key  West,  Fla.,  U.  S.  marshal  at. 

Clara  Louisa,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  August  8,  1863  . .  529,530,535 

Clarita,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  26,  1863 . •_ .  423,424 

Mentioned . . .  405, 425, 450 

Clark,  Charles  P. 

Appointed  acting  master,  U.  S.  Navy .  489, 490 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  Sea  Bird . . .  517 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  527 

Mentioned .  487, 554,  560, 568, 

583, 588, 593,  604,  620,  627,  642,  653,  661,  668,  675,  682,  691,  704,  714,  722 

Deports  of. 

Mail,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  October  15,  1863 .  570 

Peace  Creek,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  July  6-9,  1863 . .  488 

Clark,  Elijah  M.  Mentioned .  685 

*  Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Circassian. 

m  hr 
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Clark,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  135,137 

Clark,  Samuel  B. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  Wanderer .  714 

Mentioned .  722,  726,  731,  739,  743 

Clary,  Albert  G.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  King .  762 

Clay,  Refugee.  Mentioned .  309 

Claypole,  Rosina.  See  Rosina  Clay  pole,  Bark. 

Clearwater  Harbor,  Florida. 

Captures  made  off .  771 

Destruction  of  schooner  Mary  Jane  near,  June  18,  1863  .  477 

Expedition  to,  February  17-21,  1862.  Reports  of 

Eaton,  W.  B .  132 

Frost,  George  W .  132 

Clendenin,  Mr.  Mentioned . 597 

Cloud,  Gray.  See  Gray  Cloud,  Steamer. 

Cloue,  George  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  30 

Mentioned .  22,25,40,117 

Clyde,  U.  S.  S. 

Boat  expeditions  from,  in 

Suwanee  River,  Florida,  February  26, 1864 . . .  657-659 

Suwanee  River,  Florida,  June  6-12,  1864 .  717,  718 

Waccasassa  River,  Florida,  June  19,  1864  .  724 

Capture  of  schooner  Amaranth,  September  27,  1863 . .  559 

Mentioned .  554, 560,  567, 

583,  588,  592,  603,  619,  626,  641,  652,  655,  660,  664,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704, 
713,  720,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782, 
783,  786,  796,  797, 805,  809,  810,  823,  826,  827,  830,  832,  836,  844,  856,  859 

Orders  for  movements .  546 

Cobb,  General.  See  General  Cobb,  Ship. 

Cobb,  Howell. 

Correspondence  with  C.  ap  R.  Jones . 865 

Mentioned .  388,389 

Coffin,  Alfred.  Mentioned . ; .  §1 

Coffin,  Henry  F.  Mentioned.. .  333 

Coffin,  Peter  F. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  393 

Mentioned .  333 

374,  525,  528,  554,  560,  562,  568,  583,  588,  593,  604,  611,  614,  620,  627,  642* 
653, 661,  668,  675,  682,  691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755 

Reports  of. 

Emma,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  June  9,  1864 .  713 

Myacca  River,  Florida.  Expedition  to,  December  24-30,  1863  .  613 

Coggeshall,  Lawton.  Mentioned .  254  554  560  568 

Coggin,  Fred  G.  Mentioned . 370 

Colby,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  544,586,641,645,667,685 

Cole,  Master.  Mentioned .  213 

Cole,  Mr.  Mentioned .  727 

Coles,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  339 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R.  Mentioned .  434 

Colhoun,  John.  Mentioned .  445  434 

Collier,  William  A.  Mentioned .  700-702' 874 

Collins,  Napoleon.  Mentioned .  ’434 

Collins,  John.  Mentioned . „ .  573  576 
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Colonel  J.  Whitmore,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  189 

Colonel  Lamb,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ _ _  707 

Colonel  Stell,  Confederate  steamer. 

Mentioned .  170-175 

Orders  for  movements .  154  405 

Colorado,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  72-75 

Mentioned . .  9, 22, 23, 26, 36, 46,  56,  71, 96, 97, 115,'n8*i28’i34,'l99, 339 

Columbia,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  August  3,  1862 .  295  296 

Mentioned .  ’  2gQ 

Columbus,  Ga.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Reports  of 

Morris,  George  U .  432 

Simpson,  E .  772-775 

Colvocoresses,  George  M.  Mentioned .  55 

Comet,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  484  545 

Comus,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  31,  1865  .  829,  830 

Conant,  B.  T.  Mentioned .  7qq 

Conant,  H.  Mentioned .  700 

Condell,  R.  W.  Mentioned .  7qq 

Condry,  Dennis. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  B.  Warren .  211 

Mentioned . . .  11,  268,  288,  294,  298 

Report  of  boarding  of  British  bark  Southport,  April  7,  1862 .  210 

Conemaugb,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  829 

Confederate  States.  Withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from .  860 

Conklin,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  462,498,499,617 

Conley,  John.  Mentioned .  549 

Conn,  Edward.  Mentioned .  869 

Connecticut,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  52 

Mentioned .  29, 56,  81,  82,  85,  87,  90,  92, 98, 118, 119, 127, 129, 130, 198, 240,  851 

Movements  of .  199j  849 

Conqueror,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

Conroy,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  474,481,531 

Report  of  capture  of  prisoners  at  Cape  Sable,  Florida .  853 

Constitution,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  99, 100, 249 

Consul,  Ship.  Mentioned .  214 

Contrabands.  Enlistment  of,  in  U.  S.  Navy .  269 

Cook,  Master.  Mentioned .  438 

Cook,  Albert.  Mentioned . 55 

Cook,  Frank.  Mentioned .  582 

Cook,  J.  C.  Statement  regarding  accident  on  board  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee..  474 

Cook,  R.  Frank.  Mentioned .  433 

Cooke,  George  H.  Mentioned .  497 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  G.  Mentioned .  852 

Cooke,  Randolph.  Mentioned .  317 

Cooley,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  700 

Cooper,  George  H.  Mentioned .  486,  833,  836,  838,  844 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton . .’ .  16,  64, 153 

Finegan,  Joseph .  863 

Withers,  J.  M .  66 
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Coppell,  George.  See  New  Orleans,  La.,  British  consular  officers  at.  Page. 

Cora,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

Corelia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  23,  1863 .  301 

Cornforth,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  700 

Cornucopia,  Ship.  Mentioned .  21 

Corrigan, 'Edward'J.  Mentioned .  135, 137 

Cosmopolitan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  378 

Cotton  traffic.  See  correspondence  regarding  the  license  of  schooner  Sea 
Lion,  captured  May  9,  1863,  pp.  436-438. 

Cottrel,  Mr.  Mentioned .  244 

Cottrill,  William.  Mentioned . 65,66 

Coudeaux,  J.  C.  Mentioned .  89 

Coughlin,  Patrick.  Mentioned . 486 

Coulter,  George.  Mentioned .  730 

Courier,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  22,  1862  .  335 

Mentioned .  351 

Courier,  U.  S.  storeship. 

Loss  of,  June  14,  1864  .  720,  721 

Orders  for  movements .  476 

Course,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  11,  1862 .  327 

Courts-martial . ' .  789,  794-796 

Couthouy,  Joseph  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Finegan,  Joseph .  259 

Gwynn,  D.  W .  259 

Hallet,  Joseph  H .  69 

McGary,  C.  P . 258 

Smith,  EdgarS . 257 

Mentioned .  33,  40, 118, 190, 268, 288, 294,  298,  306, 310,  312,  315,  316,  321 

Reports  of. 

Aucilla  River,  Florida.  Capture  of  two  boats’  crews  from  U.  S.  bark 

Kingfisher  in,  June  2,  1862  .  254-257 

Blockade  runners.  Movements  of . 191 

Lion,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  25,  1862  .  181 

Matamoras,  Mexico.  Trade  with .  444 

Refugees.  Disposition  of,  and  destruction  of  salt  works  on  St.  Joseph’s 

Bay,  Florida .  323 

Tampa,  Fla,  Arrival  of  U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher  at,  and  capture  of 

schooner  Olive  Branch  and  sloop  Mary  Nevis .  66 

Teresita,  Bark.  Capture  of,  January  30,  1862 . 93 

Cowan,  Mr.  Mentioned .  639 

Cox,  F.  W.  Mentioned .  577 

Cox,  James  H.  Mentioned .  537 

Cox,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned .  694 

Coxe,  Jesse  J.  Mentioned .  504  51 6 

Coxetter,  Louis  M.  Mentioned .  214 

Craig,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  573  577 

Craig,  William  J.  Mentioned .  869  870 

Crane,  Mr.  Mentioned .  573 

Crane,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with  E.  English .  345 

Detached  from  U.  S.  sloop  Rosalie  for  army  duty .  605 

Mentioned . .  369,  373-375, 528,  571,  573, 575,  606 
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Crane,  Henry  A.— Continued. 

Reports  of.  ge- 

Indian  River,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  February  23,  1863 .  372 

St.  John’s  River,  Florida.  Operations  in .  363 

Craven,  Thomas  T. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  William  W .  7q  99 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  145  445 

Nichols,  Ed.  T .  ’  119 

Stellwagen,  H.  S .  443 

Mentioned .  100,140,141,144,149 

Reports  of. 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S.  Operations  of .  429 

Key  West,  Fla.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  at .  47 

Magnolia,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  19,  1862 .  137-139 

Crawford,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  274 

Crawford,  G.  G.  Mentioned .  7qq 

Crawford,  Joseph  Tucker.  See  Havana,  Cuba,  British  consular  officers  at. 
Crawford,  John  V .  See  Havana,  Cuba,  British  consular  officers  at. 

Crazy  J ane,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  5,  1863 .  439 

Cressy,  W.  K.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  476 

Crissey,  Edwin. 

Correspondence  with  James  J.  Russell .  622 

Mentioned .  594,  596-599,  601 

Crocker,  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKean .  222 

Report  of  capture  of  schooners  Maria  and  Course,  November  12,  1862 ....  327 

Cronin,  James  C.  Mentioned . . .  864  871 

Crooked  River,  Florida.  Expedition  to,  May  20,  1862.  Report  of  H.  T. 

Blocker .  863 

Crosby,  Warren  J.  Mentioned . 694 

Crosman,  Alexander  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T . , .  516,617,545 

Chatfield,  Thomas .  471,472,497 

Mentioned .  434  435  479  223  243 

324, 326,  328;  334,  343,  352,  355,  .361,  364,  366,  368,  378,’ 381,’  385,’  400,’  415,’ 
431,  440,  453, 459, 467, 468, 473,  493,  498,  499,  502,  523,  524,  532,  554,  560 
Reports  of. 

Alligator  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  May  14, 1863.  469-171 

Amanda,  U.  S.  bark.  Examination  of  wreck  of .  455, 469 

Apalachicola,  Fla. 

Blockade  of,  and  preparation  of  Confederate  vessels  in  Chattahoo¬ 
chee  River .  356 

Proposed  occupation  of .  344, 347,  348 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla.  Operations  at .  180, 224-226 

Fernandina  Railroad,  Florida.  Expedition  for  destruction  of  salt 

works  on,  October  6,  1862  .  318 

Hortense,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1863 .  367 

St.  Marks  River  and  Marsh’s  Island,  Florida.  Expeditions  to,  July 

12  and  15,  1863  .  494-497, 521 

St.  Marks  River,  Florida.  Proposed  expedition  in .  414, 520 

Somerset,  U.  S.  S.  Conduct  of,  in  a  gale .  456 

Cross,  R.  W.  Extract  from  log  of  steamer  Memphis .  299 

Crossan, - .  Mentioned .  872 
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Crystal  River,  Florida.  Page. 

Capture  of  commanding  officer  and  boat’s  crew  from  TT.  S.  schooner 
Beauregard  in,  June  29,  1862.  Reports  of 

Lardner,  James  L .  290 

Melson,  W.  H . 290 

Captures  made  off .  395, 462, 463, 479, 480,  834 

Expedition  in,  June  13,  1863.  Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  485 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  485 

Cuba. 

Correspondence  regarding  infringement  of  international  rights  in  waters 

of . .  245-251,  253,  263,  286,  289,  589,  763,  764 

Firing  upon  British  schooner  Dream  off  coast  of,  April  28,  1863. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S . 426 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  427 

Williams,  James  S .  427 

Withdrawal,  by  Spanish  Government,  of  restrictions  regarding  communi¬ 
cating  with  . .  526 

Cuba,  Confederate  steamer. 

Burning  of,  May  17,  1863  .  442,444 

Mentioned .  213,399,400,405,434,450,483 

Cuba,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

Cuba,  Steamer.  See  Calhoun,  Steamer. 

Cuba,  Captain-general  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Newton,  John .  847 

Stribling,  C.  K .  847,848,850 

Mentioned .  526,  849,  850,  851 

Cumberland,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  February  5,  1864 .  643-645 

Mentioned .  656,  708,  724 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  367 

Cummings,  Peter.  Mentioned .  729  730 

Cunningham,  Charles.  Mentioned .  622,666 

Cunningham,  J.,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  218 

Cunningham,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  738 

Curlew,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  16,  1862 .  265 

Curry,  E.  A.  Mentioned .  598 

Curry,  S.  G.  Mentioned .  700 

Curry,  William.  Mentioned .  528 

Curtin,  William.  Mentioned .  573  574  570 

Curtis,  Samuel. 

Mentioned . : .  254-256, 258-260,  560 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Ariel .  565 

Curtis,  William.  Mentioned .  55 

Cuyler,  R.  R.  See  R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Cygnet,  Pilot  boat.  Capture  and  destruction  of .  202  204 

Dacotah,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  370  345 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  345 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  Acting  U.  S.  consul  at .  721 

Mentioned .  236,’ 530,"  827,  838 
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Dailey,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  292 

Daisy,  Ship’s  boat.  Mentioned . 180,181 

Dale,  Kate.  See  Kate  Dale,  Sloop. 

Dale,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  564 

Mentioned .  334, 339, 

343,  345,  351,  353,  359,  361,  366,  378,  385, 400,  413, 414,  428,  430,  431, 435, 
439,  459,  472,  481,  502,  513,  524,  531,  547-549,  553,  554,  560,  564-567,  577, 
583,  588,  591,  592,  602-605,  609,  619,  621,  626,  634,  640,  641,  643,  646,  648, 
652,  656,  660,  665,  667,  675,  681,  691,  693,  697,  702-704,  706-708,  709,  713- 
715,  722-726,  728,  731-733,  738-740,  743,  747,  751,  755,  760,  762,  766,  772, 
777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833,  836,  844,  856,  859,  861 

Movements  of .  334 

Orders  for  movements .  604 

Dan,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  328 

Daniell,  David  H.  Mentioned . .  270, 272 

Daniels,  Enoch.  Mentioned . . . .. .  562,  593,  6i 0-612,  614 

Dan  Smith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  233 

Dart,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  56 

David  Faust,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  460 

Davis,  Mr.  Mentioned .  436 

Davis,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  394 

Davis,  Charles  H.  Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  354,356 

Davis,  George.  Mentioned .  842 

Davis,  James  L.  See  James  L.  Davis,  U.  S.  bark. 

Davis,  Jeff.  See  Jeff.  Dams,  C.  S.  privateer. 

Davis,  Jefferson.  See  President,  C.  S. 

Davis,  Lizzie.  See  Lizzie  Davis,  Steamer. 

Davis,  Mary.  See  Mary  Davis,  Schooner. 

Davis,  Samuel  Boyer.  Mentioned .  150,152,153,155 

For  correspondence  see  Hebert,  IJaul  0. 

Davison,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  207, 208 

Dawess,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  123 

Day,  Towboat.  Mentioned  . .  91 

Day,  P.  W.  Mentioned .  483 

Day,  Robert.  Mentioned .  730 

Dayman,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned .  700 

Dayton,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  207 

Dazzler,  Bark.  Mentioned .  213 

Deadman’s  Bay,  Florida. 

Destruction  of  steamer  Hanna  in,  June  5,  1862.  Report  of  Earl  English.  262 
Destruction  of  schooner  in,  March  2, 1864.  Report  of  James  S.  Williams.  664 

Destruction  of  schooner  Rob  Roy  in,  March  2,  1865.  Report  of  John 

Sherrill.... .  825 

Deans,  James.  Mentioned .  289 

De  Blanc,  Armand.  Mentioned .  698,  700-702,  874 

De  Coste,  Master.  Mentioned . .  380 

De  Haven,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  796,  805,  810,  823,  826,  829,  831,  833,  837 

De  Jersey  &  Co.  Mentioned .  109,  111 

De  Krafft,  James  C.  P.  Mentioned .  236,  264,  829 

Delaman,  Edward.  Mentioned .  695 

Delano,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  519 

Delia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  17,  18C5 .  810  811 
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Denbigh,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  750 

Denman,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  385,  738 

Dennison,  George  S.  Mentioned .  436-438 


Dennison,  William  E.  Mentioned .  316-318,  823,  826,  830,  833,  836,  844 

Depot  Key,  Ela.  Operations  at.  See  Cedar  Keys,  Fla. 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  S. 

Attempt  by,  to  determine  character  of  French  corvette  Suffren .  418-420 


Burning  of  Confederate  steamer  Cuba,  May  17,  1863  .  442,  444 

Captures  made  by . . .  88,  89, 127-129, 421- 


424,  438,  446,  450,  451,  490,  504-512,  532-534,  538,  552,  556-559,  643,  645 


Collision  of,  with  H.  I.  M.  S.  Milan .  22,  23,  25, 30 

Condition  of . . . ’  654,715 

Mentioned .  29  71 

96,  97,  118,  187,  366,  378,  379,  385,  400,  414,  418,  430,  431,  439,  459, 472’ 
481, 483,  502,  514, 524, 526, 527,  531, 548, 553,  560, 563, 567, 584, 588,  590, 
592,  603,  619,  626,  641,  644,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  746 

Operations  off  Barataria  Bay,  La .  125  126 

Orders  for  movements .  425, 546, 583^  589 

Search  for  C.  S.  S.  Florida.  . .  376 

Desperate,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  9  io  29 

Despit,  Charles.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  gg 

De  Toca,  Rafael.  Mentioned .  94 

Devine,  Mr.  Mentioned .  ^gi 

Dewhurst,  George. 

Mentioned .  2  39  140 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Magnolia,  February  19,  1862 .  ’  137 

Dexter,  Edward.  Mentioned .  346  347 

Dexter,  George  H.  Mentioned .  65s’ 659 

Diana,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  162  17/  174 

Diaz,  Fernando.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  yg 

Dillingham,  Henry.  Mentioned . gl6 

Dillard,  F.  W.  Mentioned .  773 

Dilworth,  William  S.  Correspondence  with  R.  L.  Smith . . .  209 

Dimon,  James  W.  Mentioned .  2S7 

Director,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  September  30,  1863 .  562 

Disley,  George  H.  Mentioned .  con  C97  rao 

Dodge ,  Mr.  Mentioned . !  1 1 1  ”  III  II  ”  ”  194  343 

Dodge,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  573  577 

Dodge,  Henry.  See  Henry  Dodge,  Schooner, 

Doherty,  J.  M.  Mentioned .  fi.>3 

Dolphin,  IT.  S.  brig.  Mentioned . 

Donaldson,  Edward. 


Correspondence  with  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court,  Key  West,  Fla  122 

Mentioned .  "  ’  ^ 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Margaret,  February  6,  1862  .  121  122 

Donnelly,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  573  576 

Doran,  Patrick.  Mentioned _  r,Q 

Dorsey,  Edward.  . ’• . °  ’ 


Medal  requested  for,  for  gallantry  near  Mobile,  Ala 
Mentioned . 

Doty,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKean . 

Mentioned . 


64 

60 

197 
121 ; 245 
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Dougherty,  John.  Mentioned . .  726  730 

Doughtey,  Bryon.  Mentioned .  ’727 

Douglas,  Charles.  Mentioned .  859 

Douglas,  James.  Mentioned .  87 

Douglass,  Mr.  Mentioned .  537 

Douth waite,  George.  See  George  Douthwaite,  British  bark. 

Dove.  See  Flying  Fish,  British  sloop. 

Dow,  Master.  Mentioned .  270 

Downey,  M.  Mentioned . 790 

Dozier,  William  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Hollins,  George  N . . .  149, 155, 164, 165 

Mitchell,  J.  K . 188 

Request  of,  to  be  transferred  to  duty  in  South  Carolina .  150 

Drake,  Andrew  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Bigelow,  George  A . 

McKean,  w.  w . 198 


Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla.  Blockade  of .  54;  124 

Apalachicola,  Fla.  Occupation  of,  April  3,  1862 .  204 

Draper,  L.  J.  Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  expedition  to  Fernandina 

Railroad,  Fla.,  for  destruction  of  salt  works .  317 

Dream,  British  schooner.  Firing  upon,  off  coast  of  Cuba,  by  U.  S.  schooner 

Annie,  April  28,  1863 . 426-428 

Drew,  Edwin  O.  Mentioned .  781 

Dreyfous,  Abel.  Mentioned . 437 

Droege,  Oetling  (or  Ortling)  &  Co.  Mentioned .  109,111 

Ducey,  T.  Mentioned .  483 

Dudley,  Sloop.  Mentioned . 50 

Duff,  James.  Mentioned .  323 

Duffy,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  869,870 

Dugall,  Master.  Mentioned .  213 

Dulce,  Domingo.  See  Cuba,  Captain-general  of. 

Dunderdale,  Cleaveland  F.  Mentioned .  662,  734-736 

Dunham,  Henry.  Mentioned . . . ; .  120 

Dunham,  Joseph  L.  Mentioned . 120,774 

Dunlop,  Hugh. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut .  111-114 

Mentioned . 108 

Dunlop,  John.  Mentioned .  864 

Dunn,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned .  484 

Dunnell,  Mark  H.  See  Vera  Cruz,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. 

Correspondence  with  J.  H.  Spotts . . 302 

Mentioned .  43,219,330,379 

Durham,  Tolford.  Mentioned .  271,  272,  338 

Dyckman,  Frank.  Mentioned .  256 

Dyer,  Frederick  H.  Mentioned .  661 

Dyer,  N.  Mayo.  Mentioned .  305, 550 

Eagle,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213, 481 
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Eagle,  Henry.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Hooper,  Quincy  A .  37, 127 

McKean,  W.  W .  55 

Trathen,  James . . .  36,  79 

Mentioned .  6,9,24,70,131 

Reports  of. 

Galveston,  Tex.  Blockade  of .  29 

Galveston  Island,  Tex.  Measures  for  occupation  of .  83 

Garonne,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  and  loss  of  schooner 

Anna  Taylor .  42,  86 

Eagle’s  Wing,  Sloop.  Mentioned . 214 

Earle,  William.  Mentioned . 796 

Earnshaw,  William.  Mentioned .  700 

Eason,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  W.  R.  Browne . .  647,  656,  706 

Mentioned .  487,  488,  599,  635,  636,  646,  648,  663,  678,  719,  769 

Reports  of. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.  Attempt  to  destroy  salt  works  on,  May  27, 

1864 . ., . .'....  707 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  May  24,  1864..  707 

Easterbrook,  Mason  C.  Mentioned .  824 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Bailey,  T. 

Assumes  command  of .  399 

Ordered  to  relieve  James  L.  Lardner  of  command . ; .  325,  326 


Captures  made  by . .  181-186, 200, 201-210, 220, 222-226, 228-232, 237, 242,253, 254, 263, 


265-267,  270-293,  295, 296,  301,  311,  314,  321,  322,  324,  327-329,  334,  335, 
337-340,  346,  349,  351,  359,  362,  363,  367-375,  377,  379, 382-385,  404-113, 
415-417,  421-424,  430,  433,  436-440,  442-448,  450, 460-464,  466,  467,  473, 
476-484,  487-492,  501-512,  522,  525,  526,  529,  532-538,  543-546,  550-552, 
555,  559,  562,  568-582, 586,  587, 591,  603,  606-610,  615-617,  620,  622-630, 
632-639,  641,  643-645,  654,  655, 659,  660,  662,  665,  666,  668,  669,  673,  679- 
681, 683,  685-687,  689,  692,  694, 695,  703,  709-713,  715-727,  729,  753,  755, 
769,  771,  778,  781,  783,  784,  802-806,  809-811,  822-825,  827-830,  834,  842 
Condition  and  needs  of.  Reports  of 

Bailey>  T .  379, 428,  458,  526,  538 

Greene,  Theo.  P .  740 

Stribling,  C.  Iv . g22 

Disposition  of  vessels.  Reports  of 

Bailey,  Theodoras .  333,  334, 336,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378, 

385, 400, 414,  431, 439, 459,  472, 502,  524,  531, 553, 560,  567, 583,  588,  592, 
603,  619,  626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739 

Greene,  Theo.  P .  743,  747)  751j  755)  762 

Lardner,  James  L .  268, 288,  293,  297,  306,  312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  328 

McKean,  W.  W .  188,  221,  238, 252, 261 

Stribling,  C.  K .  766) 

772>  777 >  779>  782>  788,  796, 805, 809, 823, 826, 830,  832,  836,  844,  856 
Division  of,  into  first  and  second  divisions . .  029 

Exchange  of  vessels  with  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron _  179 

Fitting  of  prize  vessels  for  service  in. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  360,  366>  481  705 

Bailey  ’  T .  536,  656 
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East  Gulf  Blockading-  Squadron— Continued.  Pag.e 

Fitting  of  prize  vessels  for  service  in. 

Reports  of  T.  Bailey .  383, 435, 522,  549,  603 

Requests  of  T.  Bailey .  350  375 

Formation  and  limits  of .  50  534 

General  affairs  of.  Reports  of  W.  W.  McKean _  187, 190,  212,  217, 232,  235, 239 

Greene,  Theodore  P. 

Assumes  command  of .  740,  741 

Ordered  to  relieve  Theodoras  Bailey  of  command .  733 

Relieved  of  command  of,  by  R.  Handy .  752 

Resumes  command .  754 

Handy,  R.,  assumes  temporary  command . . .  752 

Inspection  of  vessels.  Report  of  C.  K.  Stribling .  831, 832 

Lardner,  James  L. 

Ordered  to  relieve  W.  W.  McKean  of  command .  242 

Relieves  W.  W.  McKean  of  command .  261,264 

McKean,  William  W. 

Appointed  to  command .  56 

Relieved  of  command .  242, 261,  264 

Operations  of .  177-874 

Reduction  of  force. 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  821,  851,  854,  858 

Reports  of  C.  K.  Stribling .  851,  852,  854-859 

Stribling,  C.  K. 

Appointed  to  command .  757,  771,  785 

Assumes  command  of .  764 

Relieved  of  command  of .  858,  860-862 

Requests  to  be  relieved  of  command  of .  854 

Tenders  employed  in . 665 

Thatcher,  H.  K.,  ordered  to  relieve  C.  K.  Stribling  of  command...  858,860-862 

Vessels  detached  from .  556, 565 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in . . .  56, 196, 199,  227,  228, 240,  260,  269,  272, 273, 293,  295, 
302,  303,  305,  308,  313,  322,  329,  353,  354,  383,  384,  390-397,  449, 476, 481, 
490, 522,  536,  543,  546,  549,  556-559, 589,  592,  601,  627,  640,  645,  687,  715, 
752,  753,  755,  763,  766,  769,  779,  785-787,  796,  806,  808,  810,  827,  829,  841 

Yellow  fever  on  vessels  of .  294, 

296,  304,  310,  313,  339,  340,  723,  737,  741,  744,  745,  746,  748,  761 

Eastman,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  75 

Eaton,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  467 

Frost,  George  W .  132 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  330 

Thomas,  R.  B .  216 

Mentioned .  67, 187,  268;  288,  294,  298,  306,  312,  315 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  bark  Ethan  Allen .  314 

Reports  of. 

Clearwater  Harbor,  Florida.  Expedition  to,  February  17-21,  1862  ..  132 

Olive  Branch,  Schooner,  and  Mary  Nevis,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  January 

21  and  25,  1862 . '. .  84 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

Arrival  of  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard  for  cooperation  in .  215 

Naval  demonstration  at,  April  13,  1862 .  215,  216 
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Echo,  Schooner.  Page. 

Capture  of,  May  31,  1863 .  458,459 

Mentioned . 473 

Economist,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 214 

Eddy,  George  F.  Mentioned . . . ; .  256 

Edgcomb,  Charles  A.  Mentioned . - .  525,545,547,710 

Edgett,  George  It.  Mentioned .  416 

Edinburg,  Ship.  Mentioned . .  688 

Edward,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  24, 1863  .  607,  0l6 

Mentioned .  609 

Edwards,  Master.  Mentioned . 49 

Edwards,  J.  A.  Mentioned .  135, 137 

Edwards,  M.  M.  Mentioned . 709 

Eggleston,  John  It.  Report  of  volunteers  for  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee .  864 

Egmont  Key,  Florida.  Captures  made  off.  See  Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

Eldredge,  William  J. 

Mentioned . 476 

Report  of  yellow  fever  on  U.  S.  schooner  James  S.  Chambers .  745,  748 

Eliza,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  19, 1864 .  632 

Elizabeth,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  January  28,  1863. .  359 

Elizabeth,*  Schooner.  Mentioned . 230 

Elizabeth, f  Steamer.  Mentioned .  234 

Elizabeth  Schades,  Ship.  Mentioned . 213 

Ella,  Ship.  Mentioned .  214 

Ella  Morse,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  735 ;  736 

Ella  Warley,J  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  April  25,  1862 .  230 

Mentioned .  53,125,197,213,239 

Ellen,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  November  24,  1862  .  328 

Ellery,  William  H.  Mentioned . , .  344 

Ellison,  Master.  Mentioned .  420 

Ellison,  B.  Mentioned .  52  53 

Ellison,  Francis  B.  Mentioned .  5 

Ellison,  John.  Mentioned . ; .  734 

Elliot,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  55 

Elliot,  George.  Mentioned .  554 

Elliot,  H.  D.  Mentioned .  704 

Elliot,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  55 

Emily  St.  Pierre,  Ship.  Mentioned .  213 

Emma,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  17,  1862 .  52 

Emma,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  3,  1863 .  483  434 

Emma,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  June  9,  1864 .  746j  747 

Emma.  See  Onward,  Schooner. 

Emma  Amelia,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  May  2, 1863 .  433 

Emmons,  George  F. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana .  74 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  William  W .  37 

Trapier,  J.  H .  49 

Mentioned . 41*60,455 

Opinion,  court  of  enquiry,  loss  of  U.  S.  bark  Amanda,  May  29,  1863  .  453 

*  Afterwards  Mersey.  f  Formerly  General  Miramon.  J  Formerly  Isabel. 
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Emmons,  George  F.—  Continued.  p 

Reports  of.  g°' 

Apalachicola,  Fla.  Blockade  of .  7 

Atchafalaya  Bay,  Louisiana.  Blockade  of,  and  encounter  with  C.  S.  S. 

Mobile .  97 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla.  Attack  upon,  January  16,  1862  . 48,49 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida.  Reconnoissance  of,  December  18,  1861. 8 

Empress,  Ship.  Mentioned . .  21 

Engle,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  §54 

English,  Refugee.  Mentioned .  52Q 

English,  Earl. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey-  T .  344,  404,  405,  555 


Draper,  L.  J .  3^7 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  406 

McKean,  W.  W .  240 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  499 

Scofield,  Walter  K .  374 

Slamm,  Jeff.  A .  370 

Mentioned . . . . .  232  242-244 

264,  268,  288,  290,  293,  297,  306,  312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  343,  352^  361,  366,’ 
374,  378,  385,  400,  409,  415, 431,  440,  459,  473, 480,  502,  524,  531,  554,  560 

Reports  of. 

Agnes,  British  schooner,  and  Ellen,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  November 

24, 1862 .  328 

Alicia,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  10,  1862  .  334 

Avenger  and  Julia,  British  sloops.  Capture  of,  and  assistance  ren¬ 
dered  transports  Lucinda  and  Sparkling  Sea .  349 

Bayport,  Fla.  Expedition  to,  and  elsewhere  between  Suwanee  River 

and  Anclote  Keys,  April  2-9,  1863 . .  405 

By  George,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  1,  1862 .  329 

Circassian,  Steamer.  Capture  of .  231 

Curlew,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  16,  1862 .  265 

Elizabeth,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  January  28,  1863 .  359 

Enterprise,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  8,  1863 . .  382 

Fernandina  Railroad,  Florida.  Expeditions  for  destruction  of  salt 

works  on,  October  4  and  6,  1862 .  316 

Frolic,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  25,  1863 .  479 

Hanna,  Steamer.  Destruction  of  in  Deadman’s  Bay,  Florida,  June 

5,  1862  .  262 

Indian  River  and  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Expeditions  for  capture 

of  schooners  in,  February  23  and  March  2,  1863 .  370, 373, 375 

Julia,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  January  8,  1863  . .  346 

New  Smyrna,  Fla.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of  sloop  Clara  Louisa, 

and  schooners  Southern  Rights,  Shot,  and  Ann .  529 

New  Year,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  26,  1863 .  423 

Turpentine.  Capture  of .  532 

Requests  instructions  regarding  disposition  of  money  received  for  cotton .  335 

Ennings,  Robert.  Mentioned .  322 

Ennis,  William  H.  Mentioned .  421 

Enterprise,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  8,  1863  .  382 

Erckien,  Edward.  Mentioned .  123 

Erckien,  Martin.  Mentioned . . .  123 
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Ernestine,  British  ship.  Mentioned . r .  688 

Ernti,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  19,  1863 .  536 

Erwin,  John  M.  F.  Mentioned . . . .  389 

Esecom,*  Schooner.  Mentioned .  380 

Essex,  Brig.  Mentioned .  421 

Ethan  Allen,  U.  S.  bark. 

Captures  made  by .  66-69,  84—86,  394 

Boat  expedition  from,  to  Clearwater  Harbor,  Fla.,  February  17-21,  1862.  132-134 
Destruction  of  salt  works  on  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida,  January  9,  1863..  349 

Mentioned .  71, 118, 

179,  187,  188,  219,  221,  238,  252,  261,  268,  288,  294,  298,  306,  312,  315,  321, 
325,  326,  328,  334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  385,  400,  414,  428,  429,  431,  434 

Movements  of . 363 

Operations  off  Tampa,  Fla . 215-217 

Pennell,  I.  A.,  ordered  to  relieve  William  B.  Eaton  of  command .  314 

Etta,  Schooner.  Destruction  of . 676 

Etta,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . . . .  214 

Euchee,  River  boat.  Mentioned . . 775 

Eugene, f  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned . 73g 

Eugenia,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 450 

Eugenie,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . .  550-552, 564 

Mentioned . . .  261, 268,  288, 

294,  298,  307,  313,  315,  321,  325,  326,  329,  334,  343,  353,  361,  366,  378,  385, 
400,  414,  431,  439,  459, 472,  484,  502,  524,  531,  553,  560, 567,  583,  588,  592, 
603,  619,  620,  626,  627,  641,  642,  652,  653,  660,  661,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704, 
713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  744,  747,  748,  751,  752,  755,  762,  763,  766,  772 

Orders  for  movements .  449 

Eugenie  Smith,  J  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  February  7,  1862 .  123 

Mentioned .  522 

Euphrates,  Antonio.  Mentioned .  256,  257 

Evans,  Daniel  J.  Mentioned .  60 

Evans,  Matthew.  Mentioned .  394 

Everett,  Henry.  Mentioned . 317 

Ezilda,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  395 

Condemnation  and  sale  of . 665 

Mentioned .  22 

240,  366,  378,  385,  400,  406, 415,  431,  440,  459, 466,  473,  502,  522,  524,  532 

Operations  off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla .  222-226,  262 

Orders  for  movements .  236 

Fagan,  Henry.  Mentioned . 475,868-870 

Faircloth,  M.  Mentioned .  869 

Fair  Play,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

Fales,  William. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  566 

Mentioned .  205,311,322,361,366, 

378,  385, 400, 414,  431, 439, 459, 472,  502,  524,  531, 554,  560,  567,  583,  588, 
592,  604,  619,  626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691, 694,  696,  704,  713,  715 
Report  of  capture  of  cotton  in  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida .  564 


*  Also  known  as  Ida. 
t  Formerly  Eugenie  Smith. 


1  Afterwards  U.  S.  schooner  Eugene. 
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Fannie,  Bark.  Mentioned .  214 

Fannie,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  522  531 

Fannie  Lewis,  Brig.  Mentioned _ _ .... . .  214  215  239  241 

Fannie  McRae,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  23,  1865  . .  802-804 

Fanny,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  48  50  84  180  181 

Fanny  Morgan,  Confederate  dispatch  boat.  Mentioned .  168, 170, 172-175 

Farmer,  Dr.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  “  4g9 

Farr,  Henry  N.  Agreement  for  conveying  officers,  crew,  etc. ,  of  wrecked 

storeship  Courier  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C . .  _  721 

Farragut,  David  G. 

Appointed  to  command  AVest  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.. .  56 

Arrival  of,  at  Ship  Island,  Mississippi .  249 

Correspondence  with 

Balley>  T .  401,  484,  510,  515,  672 

Dunlop,  Hugh .  111-114 

Gillis,  John  P .  505 

Greene,  Theodore  P .  749 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  31, 108, 189,  269,  382, 465 

Selfridge,  T.  0 .  32  32 

Mentioned . . . .  187,  197, 199,  201,  212,  218,  220,  222,  233, 

239,  330,  339  354-356,  361, 402,  403,  437,  511,  522,  523,  653,  656,  657,  760 

Reports  of. 

East  and  AA'est  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons.  Exchange  of  vessels _  179 

James  Battle  and  AVilliam  Bagley,  Steamers.  Capture  of,  July  17 

and  18,  1863 . 505 

Pass  a  1’ Outre,  Mississippi  River.  Appearance  of  C.  S.  ram  Manassas 

in,  January  1,  1862 . 32 

Farrel,  George.  Mentioned .  357  353 

Farrell,  Peter.  Mentioned .  773 

Fashion,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  85 

Fashion,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  May  24,  1863 .  447  443 

Mentioned . 473 

Faulkner,  Antoine.  Mentioned . .  950  257 

Faust,  David.  See  Band  Faust,  Schooner. 

Faxon,  George  A.  Mentioned .  233 

Fearnot,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned  . .  56 

Febiger,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKean .  247 

Mentioned _ _• .  486 

Ferguson,  William  J.  Mentioned .  405 

Fernandina  Railroad,  Florida.  Expeditions  for  destruction  of  salt  works 
on,  October  4  and  6,  1862. 

Casualties .  327 

Reports  of 

Crosman,  A.  F .  328 

Draper,  L.  J .  327 

English,  Earl .  326 

Howell,  J.  C .  317 

Field,  John  H.  Mentioned .  122 

Findlay,  John.  Mentioned .  730 

Finegan,  General.  See  General  Finegan,  Sloop. 
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Finegan,  Joseph.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Blocker,  H.  T .  863 

Couthouy,  J.  P .  259 

Smith,  R.  L . . . .. . . . .  209 

Mentioned . .  256,  358,  573,  672,  867 

Report  of  expedition  to  St.  Mark’s  River,  Florida,  June  15,  1862. .  863 

Finney,  James.  Mentioned . 206,208 

Fisher,  Christopher.  Mentioned . 411 

Fitzgerald,  George  H.  Mentioned . 573,574 

Flags  of  truce  . . . . .  387-389,  397-399 

Flambeau,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  67 

Fleming,  Charles  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T . 602,671 

Carven,  Christopher . 686 

Chester,  L.  R . . 581,587,718 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 806 

Williams,  James  S .  581,587 

Mentioned .  567, 

583,  588,  592,  604,  619,  626,  641,  653,  661,  667,  675,  682,  691,  704,  714,  722, 
726,  731,  732,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  833,  837, 845 

Reports  of. 

Cedar  Keys,  Florida.  Operations  at .  676 

Meteor,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  30,  1863 .  580 

Paul,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  7, 1863 .  586 

Suwanee  River,  Florida.  Capture  of  cotton  in .  685,  717 

Fleming,  Charles  R.  Mentioned . . .  346,  371,  375,  406,  580 

Fleming,  John  A.  Mentioned . (374 

Florence  Nightingale,  Schooner.  Attack  upon,  and  firing  of,  in  Mosquito 

Inlet,  Florida,  March  2,  1863. .  369-372,375 

Florida. 

Affairs  in  western.  Report  of  Maxwell  Woodhull .  199 

Cooperation  of  naval  force  in  aid  of  army  expedition  into,  February  5  to 

April  16, 1864.  Communications  from  Theodoras  Bailey .  672 

Florida,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  March  10,  1862 .  186, 228,  237 

Mentioned .  190  262 

Florida,*  C.  S.  S. 

Movements  of .  306, 308,  311,  355, 356, 358,  359,  361, 376, 425,  679,  709 

Mentioned .  672,728,747 

Florida,  f  Confederate  steamer. 

Armament  of .  103 

Engagement  with  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville,  off  Mobile  Bar,  December  24,  1861. 

See  Mobile,  Ala. 

Mentioned .  11-13, 16, 17, 24, 25,  27,  28, 47 

Florida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  June  3,  1864 . . .  461,462 

Florida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  20,  1864 .  '  668 

Florida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  April  11,  1865 .  834 

Florida,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  April  4,  1862 .  205-210  217 

Mentioned . .  91, 121, 159, 189*  213 


*  See  also  Oreto. 


t  Known  also  as  Strike, 
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Florida,  U.  S.  S.  _ 

’  Page. 

Mentioned  _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Movements  of .  ’^g 

Florida,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with  George  W.  Gift . ___  357 

Mentioned .  193,348,698,872 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry— Regiments:  2d,  768,  (Companies)  A  (Thigpen’s),  599;  C  (Jeter’s), 

599,  G  (Milton’s),  599;  5th,  768;  Marianna  Dragoons,  210. 

Infantry  Battalions :  1st,  2d,  701.  Regiments:  4th,  49,  50;  7th,  863;  11th, 
(Companies)  A  (Robinson’s),  424,  598,  600,  601,  622,  663;  C 
(Curry’s),  598;  H  (Anderson’s),  598,  600,  601;  K  (McLean’s), 

598;  L  (Floyd’s),  598. 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.)  Cavalry— Regiments:  2d,  707, 709, 

732,  735,  816,  821. 

Floyd,  Schooner.  Capture  of . . .  202  203  205 

Floyd,  Gabriel  J.  Mentioned . .  598 

Flushing.  See  Little  Lillie,  Steamer. 

Fly,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  11,  1864 . .  626 

Flying  Cloud,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  363 

Flying  Fish,*  British  sloop. 

Capture  of,  December  29,  1862  . . .  339 

Mentioned . 357 

Flynn,  J.  Mentioned . 700 

Folger,  James. 

Death  of.  See  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  March  20,  1868. 

Mentioned .  338,  386,  387,  389,  390 

Fooke,  J.  Mentioned . 709 

Forbes,  Master.  Mentioned . 213 

Ford,  Franklin  E.  Mentioned .  322,371,372,375 

Ford,  Marcellus.  Mentioned . . . .  698,700-702,869,870,874 

Foreign  men-of-war. 

Attempt  to  determine  character  of .  418-420 

Movements  of .  9, 10, 22,  25,  30, 40,  96, 246, 273-286,  304,  305 

Forrest,  French.  Correspondence  with 

Jones,  C.  ap  R . 864 

Minor,  R.  D . 865 

Forshey,  C.  G.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  158, 165 

Fort,  John.  Mentioned . 678 

Fort  Gaines,  Ala.  Strength  of . . .  27 

Fort  Henry,  U.  S.  S. 

Baxter,  I.  B.,  appointed  to  command .  617 

Boat  expedition  from 

In  search  of  blockade  runners  between  Suwanee  River  and  Anclote 

Keys,  Florida,  April  2-9,  1863 .  404-410 

In  Waccasassa  River,  Florida,  July  17  and  29,  1863 .  512 

In  Withlacoochee  River,  Florida .  485, 486 

To  Bayport,  Fla.,  July  22,  1863 . 519 

Captures  made  by .  321,  377,  395,  445, 460, 462, 463, 466,  481-483,  526,  534,  579  * 

Condition  of .  831 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

*  Formerly  Dove. 

N  W  R — VOL  17 - 58 
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Fort  Henry,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  261, 268,  288,  293,  297,  306,  312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  328, 

334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  379,  385,  400,  414,  428,  431,  439,  459,  466-468,  472, 
486,  502,  513,  524,  527,  531,  537,  540,  542,  553, 560, 561,  563,  567, 583,  588, 
592,  604,  619,  626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  702,  704,  706,  713,  722, 
726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  784,  786,  796, 
800,  805,  809,  812-814,  816,  823,  826,  830,  833,  836,  843,  844,  851,  852,  855 

Operations  off  Cedar  Keys,  Florida .  399 

Orders  for  movements .  199,228 

Partridge,  F.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  E.  Y.  McCauley  of  command .  590 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala.  Chasing  ashore  of  a  schooner  off,  December  27,  1861. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  16 

Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton .  16 

Hughes,  A.  K .  15 

Powell,  L.  M .  14 

Schley,  W.  S .  15 

Fort  Morgan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 789 

Fort  Myers,  Fla.  Reinforcement  of.  Orders  of  T.  Bailey .  682,  683 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.  Operations  at.  Report  of  James  Alden .  33 

See  also  Santa  Rosa  Island. 

Forts  McRee  and  Barrancas,  Fla.  Bombardment  of.  Report  of  James 

Alden .  33 

Fortunate,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of,  May  30,  1864 .  713 

Foster,  James  P.  Mentioned .  159 

Fountain, - .  Mentioned .  774 

Fowler,  Charles.  Mentioned . 156 

Fowler,  Stephen.  Mentioned .  289 

Fox,  Confederate  steamer. 

Destruction  of .  550-553 

Mentioned .  213,234 

Fox,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  564, 568-570,  692,  802-804 

Destruction  of  salt  works  by,  between  Suwanee  River  and  St.  Marks,  Fla., 

May  28,  1864 . n2 

Destruction  of  schooner  Good  Hope,  April  18,  1864. .  683 

Destruction  of  schooner  Rob  Roy,  March  2,  1865  .  .  825 

Destruction  of  steamer  Powerful,  December  20,  and  capture  of  schooner 

Edward,  December  24,  1863 .  607-609  616 

Cruise  of,  between  Aucilla  and  Suwanee  rivers,  Florida .  542 

Mentioned .  435, 440, 460, 463, 467, 473, 481, 503, 524, 529, 

532, 554,  560, 583,  588, 592,  604,  620,  627, 642,  653,  661,  665,  668,  675,  682 
691,  704,  714,  722,  725,  726,  731,  732,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763,  766,  772,’ 
777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805,  807, 809, 810, 823,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845,  855 

Weston,  A.,  appointed  to  command .  513 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.  Correspondence  with 

T .  366,674 

Lardner,  J.  L . . . 

Frailey,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Lardner,  J.  L .  239 

McKean,  W.  W .  213  941 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  240  298'  307 

Mentioned . . . . . .  268-270,  278,  279,  288,  293, 297,  306,  312^  315 
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Frailey,  James  M. — Continued.  p 

Reports  of. 

Adela,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  July  7,  1862 .  273,277 

Key  West,  Fla.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City  at .  239 

Lilia,  Brig.  Capture  of,  July  3,  1862  .  270-272 

Memphis,  Steamer.  Failure  to  search . ; . . .  300 

Model,  Brig.  Seizure  of,  June  30,  1862  . .  270 

Orion,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  24,  1862 .  292 

France,  U.  S.  minister  to.  Mentioned . .  661 

Frances,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  23,  1862  . :. .  322 

Frances,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  759 

Frank,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  5X6 

Fraser,  Mr.  Mentioned .  221 

Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  Mentioned . _ .  221 

Frazee,  Carman.  Mentioned .  698,  700-702  874 

Freeman, - .  Mentioned .  .  799 

Freeman  (Simeon  N.P).  Mentioned .  .  34 

Freeman,  Simeon  N.  Reports  of. 

Anne  Sophia,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  305 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S.  Yellow  fever  on,  and  death  of  Francis  Winslow..  304 

French,  Charles  A. 

Mentioned .  782,786,796,805,809,823,826,830,833,837,844 

Report  of  capture  of  cotton  and  sugar  in  Manatee  River,  Florida .  804 

French,  George  H.  Mentioned .  336,  387 

French,  Henry. 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  ship  Preble .  87 

Report  of  burning  of  schooner  Julia,  January  24,  1862  .  77 

French,  John  A.  Mentioned .  786 

French,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned .  736 

French,  W.  J.  Mentioned .  577 

French  men-of-war.  Movements  of.  See  Foreign  men-of-war. 

French  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S . .  H6, 117 

Mentioned .  25,115,116,118 

Frisk,  Charles. 

Mentioned .  506-509 

Statement  of  capture  of  steamer  William  Bagley . 507 

Frolic,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  June  25,  1863  .  479j  480 

Mentioned .  460,485 

Frolic,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  405 

Frost,  George  W. 

Mentioned . . 86, 132 

Report  of  expedition  to  Clearwater  Harbor,  Florida,  February  17-21, 

1862 . .  132 

Frost,  William  H.  Mentioned .  381 

Fuell,  James.  Mentioned .  545 

Fulton,  Maggie.  See  Maggie  Fulton,  British  schooner. 

G.  Garibaldi,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

G.  L.  Brockenborough,*  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  October  15,  1862 .  321 

Mentioned .  482 

Purchase  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  327 


♦Found  also  as  U,  S.  sloop  Brockenborough,  which  see. 
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Page. 

Gadsden’s  Point,  Tampa  Bay,  Florida.  Engagement  with  Confederates 
on.  See  Tampa  Bay,  Florida.  Engagement  with  Confederates  on 
Gadsden's  Point,  March  27,  1863. 

Gaines,  Fort.  See  Fort  Gaines,  Ala. 

Galatea,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  840,  841 

Gale,  William.  Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  engagement  in  Hillsboro 

River,  Florida,  October  16-17,  1863 . .  577 

Galena,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  770 

Mentioned .  766,772,826 

Orders  for  movements . - .  760 

Galvan,  Jerry.  Mentioned .  191 

Galveston,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . 159 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from  John  F.  Ross . - .  10 

Orders  and  instructions,  W.  W.  McKean .  55 

Reports  of 

Eagle,  Henry .  29 

McKean,  William  W .  9, 29, 131 

Captures  made  off . 42,  86 

Defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Beazley,  W.  Herbert,  et  al .  168 

Hunter,  W.  W... . 156 

Sellers,  John  S .  154 

Sterrett,  John  H . 167 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Hubert,  P.  0 . . . 152, 153 

Hunter,  W.  W .  154, 163-165 

Nichols,  E.  B .  152 

See  also  abstract  log  of  C.  S.  S.  Bayou  City,  pp.  170-175. 

Galveston  Island,  Texas.  Measures  for  occupation  of.  Report  of  Henry 

Eagle .  83 

Gambia,  Brig.  Mentioned . 214 

Gammon,  G.  R.  Mentioned . _ .  424 

Gansevoort,  Guert.  Mentioned . 295 

Garibaldi,  Sloop.  Mentioned . 733 

Garibaldi,  G.  See  G.  Garibaldi,  Schooner. 

Garland,  Franklin  T.  Mentioned . 287 

Garland,  Robert  R.  Mentioned .  106 

Garonne,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  30,  1861  _  42,  86,  87, 171 

Gatchell,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  130 

Gatlin,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  49 

Gay,  Louis.  Mentioned .  597  599 

Gem  of  the  Sea,  U.  S.  bark. 

Captures  made  by . 340,  383,  384, 411, 412, 416, 525, 545,  562,  580,  771 

Baxter,  I.  B.,  relieved  of  command .  617 

Boat  expedition  from. 

In  Peace  Creek,  Florida,  September  2,  1863 .  547 

To  Myacca  River,  Florida,  December  24-30,  1863 .  610-615 
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Gem  of  the  Sea,  U.  S.  bark — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  335,  336,  343,  345,  353,  361,  363,  366,  369,  370,374,  378, 

385,  400,  414, 431, 439,  459, 472,  488,  489,  502,  516,  517,  524,  531,  553,  560, 
567,  583,  588,  592,  604,  619,  620,  626,  627,  641,  642,  652,  653,  660,  661,  667, 
668,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  714,  716,  717,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  744,  747, 
748,  751,  752,  755,  762,  763,  766,  772,  777,  779,  780,  782,  783,  786,  796, 805 

Movements  of .  465 

Operations. 

In  Charlotte  Harbor,  Florida . . .  527 

Off  Indian  River,  Florida .  373 

Orders  for  movements . . .  329,  605, 683 

Gemsbok,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned . . . . . . .  332 

General  Buckner,  Steamer.  Mentioned. . . .  444 

General  Cobb,  Ship.  Mentioned .  512 

General  Finegan,  Sloop.  Destruction  of,  May  28,  1864  .  709-712 

General  Lejo,  Spanish  gunboat.  Mentioned .  428 

General  Miramon,*  Steamer.  Mentioned . . . 27,  47,  70, 92,  213,  234 

General  orders. 

Confederate .  155, 168 

Union . . . . . . . .  222,  329,  341 , 377 

General  Polk,  C.  S.  S.  Armament  of . . . .  163 

General  Prim,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  24,  1863 .  422 

Mentioned . 450 

General  Rusk,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned  . .  161, 171 

General  Worth,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of .  543 

George  Douthwaite,  British  bark.  Capture  of,  May  8,  1865 .  842 

George  Mangham,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  837,  844,  856,  859 

Georgia,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  672 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  28th  (Bonaud’s),  697-699. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Jacob  Read’s,  257. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  5th,  701. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  Regulars,  519,698,701. 

Georgie,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  29, 1863 . 525 

Mentioned .  528 

Gibbons,  John.  Mentioned .  486 

Gibbs,  P.  H.  Mentioned .  869,871 

Gibson,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  675 

Gibson,  William. 

Mentioned . 786,  809,  812,  814-816,  823,  826,  829,  830,  833,  837,  844,  852 

Reports  of. 

Delia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  17,  1865 .  811 

Mahaska,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Key  West,  Fla .  806 

St.  Marks,  Fla.  Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of,  February  23  to  March 

7,1865  . 818 

Giddings,  John  E.  Correspondence  with  S.  P.  Lee.. . .  627 

Gift,  George  W. 

Appointed  to  command . 873 

Correspondence  with 

Florida,  Governor  of .  867 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  .  867,  874 


^Afterwards  Elizabeth. 
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Gift,  George  W. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  698-701,868,869 

Plan  of,  for  capture  of  U.  8.  S.  Port  Royal  off  Apalachicola,  Fla  . .  866 

Report  of  plan  for  operations  on  Great  Lakes .  866 

Gill,  Christopher  C.  Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  449 

Gillespie,  Frank.  Mentioned .  513 

Gillis,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with  W.  M.  Walker .  507 

Finding,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade .  794 

Mentioned .  508-511 

Report  of  capture  of  steamers  James  Battle  and  William  Bagley,  July  17 

and  18, 1863 .  505 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A.  Mentioned .  672 

Gilpin,  Master.  Mentioned . 553 

Gino,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

Gipsey,  Schooner-yacht. 

Capture  of,  December  28,  1861  .  21 

Mentioned .  7q 

Girard,  Mr.  Mentioned .  86  132-I34 

Gladding,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  291 

Gladiator,  British  steamer.  Mentioned . 43, 44, 53, 56,  67, 84, 103, 125 

Glaucus,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 788,  833,  836,  844,  851 

Glenn,  James.  Mentioned .  87 

Glisson,  Oliver  S.  Finding,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade .  794 

Golden,  L.  H.  Mentioned .  55 

Golder,  Hamilton.  Mentioned .  869-871 

Golding,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  644 

Goldsborough,  John  It. 

Mentioned .  44,67,210,449,484 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida  at  Key  West,  Fla . ’  43 

Gonzales,  S.  Z.  Mentioned .  '  . 

Good,  Tilghman  H.  Mentioned .  358  37g 

Good  Hope,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  April  18,  1864 .  683  684 

Good  Luck,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  January  6,  1863 . 

Mentioned .  . 

Goodwin,  Nathaniel. 

Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Joseph  E .  266 

McKean,  W.  W .  . 218  941 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  ’  j<)(. 

“““T*? . ::::;:::;;::;;;;;;;-oi7;268,288 

Reports  of. 

Slaver.  Capture  of,  June  17,  1862 .  265 

Swan,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  May  24,  1862 .  244 

Goose  Creek,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on.  See  St..  Marks,  Fla. 

Destruction  of*salt  works  near,  February  17-19  and  26-27  1864 
Gordon,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  ’ 

Gould,  Abraham  N. 

“°Td; . • "  I V . -  -  560>  567, 570,  583, 592 

Relie\ ed  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Honduras . . 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Mail,  October  15,  1863  .  "  ’  cfig 

Gover,  Frederick  J. 

Mentioned _ 

. . .  226 

Report  of  boarding  of  Spanish  steamer  Isla  de  Cuba,  May  1,  1862 .  227 
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Governor  Moore,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  233 

Grace  E.  Baker,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  29,  1862  .  200,  394(?) 

Grady,  John  O.  Mentioned .  29 

Graham,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  644 

Grant, - .  Mentioned .  774 

Grant,  Franklin.  Mentioned .  647,  648 

Grant,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  516 

Grant,  Ulysses  S.  Mentioned .  835 

Gray  Cloud,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  28 

Gray,  Samuel  C.  Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  storeship  Courier,  June  14, 1864.  720,  721 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  Minister  to.  Mentioned .  .446 

Great  Eastern,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  273 

Great  Lakes.  Plan  for  operations  on.  Report  of  George  W.  Gift .  866 

Green,  Levi  K.  Mentioned .  371,  372 

Green,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned . 856,857 

Green  Bird,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  369 

Greene,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  550 

Greene,  Theodore  P. 

Appointed  to  command  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  733 

Assumes  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  740,  741 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  688,  723,  728,  733,  740 

Eldredge,  William  J . 745 

Farragut,  D.  G .  749 

Havana,  Cuba,  Acting  consul-general .  750 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  760 

Russell,  James  J . 709 

Mentioned .  691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  735,  739,  748,  753,  761,  765,  766 

Relieved  of  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  757,  764,  771 

Relinquishes  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  752 

Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla.  Reinforcement  of  naval  force  off .  742 

Blockade  runners.  Movement  of . - .  749 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of .  746 

Disposition  of  vessels .  743,  747,  751,  755,  762 

General  Finegan,  Sloop.  Destruction  of,  May  28,  1864 .  711 

James  S.  Chambers,  U.  S.  schooner.  Yellow  fever  on .  744 

Matagorda,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  September  10,  1864 .  755 

0.  H.  Lee,  U.  S.  schooner.  Arrival  of,  at  Key  West,  Fla .  763 

Tampa,  Fla.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  741 

Resumes  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  754 

Greenough,  George  W.  Mentioned .  256 

Gregory, William  D. 

Mentioned .  35 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Eugenie  Smith,  February  7, 1862 .  123 

Greyhound,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  344 

Greyhound,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  275 

Griffin,  James.  Mentioned . - .  701 

Griner,  Mr.  Mentioned .  132,134 

Griswold,  William  N.  Mentioned .  722,726,731,739,741,743,747, 

751,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833 

Grosstete,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  163 

Grover,  Charles.  Mentioned .  291 
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Grover  G.  King,  Smack.  Mentioned .  244 

Grubb,  William  H.  Mentioned . . . . .  797,  799,  800 

Grunsell,  James.  Mentioned . 580 

Guard,  National.  See  National  Guard,  U.  S.  ship. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by  .  J .  21,  34, 40, 42, 49, 

52,54,57-70,72-89,93,99-115,121-123,  127-128,  130,  132-134,  137-149 

Disposition  of  vessels . ji 

Division  of,  into  East  and  West  Blockading  Squadrons. 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  56 

Report  of  W.  W.  McKean . . .  187 

General  affairs  of.  Report  of  William  W.  McKean _  3-5,  23-26,  39-M2,  90, 118 

Operations  of . 3-175 

Repair  of  vessels . ; . . .  10 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in .  10,  35, 42,  54,  84 

Gunning,  Josiah  H.  Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  engagement  in 

Hillsboro  River,  Florida,  October  17,  1863  .  574 

Guthrie,  John  Julius. 


Correspondence  with  George  W.  Gift . . .  866 

Mentioned . .  290,868-872 

Gwin,  Lucy.  See  Lucy  Gunn,  Steamer. 

Gwynn,  D.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  P.  Couthouy .  259 

Mentioned .  256  260 

Gypsy,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  March  20,  1863 .  394 

Mentioned .  go ^ 

Habana,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  249 

Habanero.  See  Montgomery,  Steamer. 

Haines,  Edward  L.  Mentioned.. .  837  844 

Hale,  John.  See  John  Hale,  Schooner. 

Hall,  Charles  N.  Mentioned .  §63  324  §28 

Halleck,  Henry  W.  Mentioned . . . ’  337’  332 

Hallet,  Joseph  H. 

Mentioned .  gg 

Report  of  expedition  in  Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  and  capture  of  sloop  Mary 

Nevis . ___ . g9 

Halsen,  James.  Mentioned .  394 

Hamilton,  William  H.  Mentioned . 271 

Hamlin,  J ohn  C. 

Mentioned .  206-208,  378,  385,  400, 414, 431, 439,  459, 460, 472 

Report  of  capture  of  cotton  in  Crystal  River,  Florida .  463 

Hamshaw,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  pjg  ^ 

Hancock,  Mr.  Mentioned. . . . . .  194  195  203 

Hancock,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  24,  1863 .  615 

Hancock,  John.  Mentioned . . . 561,  585, 680,  681,  722,  726 

Handy,  Robert. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  ship  Dale .  439 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron _  752 

Correspondence  with 

w- n^’  T  V . o . - .  502’  547>  604>  656 

Williams,  James  S .  427 
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Handy,  Robert — Continued. 

Mentioned  _ _ _ _ _ _ ......  431  439 

459, 472,  524, 531,  553, 560,  567,  583,  588,  592,  603,  619,  626,  640,  641,’  652^ 
660,  667, 675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  738,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755, 
762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833,  836,  844 

Relinquishes  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron . 754 

Hannah,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  March  11,  1864 .  666 

Hannah  M.  Johnson,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  191 

Hannibal,  John.  Mentioned .  573  577 

Hanson,  H.  Mentioned .  377 

Harlan,  John.  Mentioned .  89 

Harmer,  Master.  Mentioned .  214 

Harmony,  David  B. 

Correspondence  with  James  S.  Williams .  664 

Mentioned .  626,  641,  648,  653,  661,  667,  675,  682,  691,  704,  706,  714,  722 

Report  of  destruction  of  salt  works  near  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  17-19 

and  26-27, 1864 .  649-652 

Harper,  Marshall.  Mentioned . 

Harps,  William.  Mentioned . . 

Harriet,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  June  18, 1863 .  477 

Mentioned .  213 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  233,354,367 

Harris,  Charles  R.  Mentioned .  184 

Harris,  Mary  C.  See  Mary  C.  Harris,  Pilot  boat. 

Harris,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned .  853 

Harris,  Thomas  R. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Honduras .  584 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  620 

Mentioned .  465, 571-573, 577, 588, 592,  604, 

619,  626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755, 
762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  816,  823,  826,  830,  833,  836 
Report  of  destruction  of  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and  sloop  Kate  Dale  in  Hillsboro 

River,  Florida,  October  16-17,  1863 .  574,579 

Harrison,  George.  Mentioned .  713 

Harrison,  John.  Mentioned .  829 

Harrison,  William  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  Ariel .  565 

Mentioned .  207,  208,  568,  583,  588,  592,  604,  620,  627,  642,  653,  661 , 668 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  31, 10S,  114, 130, 179, 505 

Harvey,  William.  Mentioned .  411 

Hatteras,  IT.  S.  S. 

Arrival  of,  off  Atchafalaya  Bay,  and  encounter  with  C.  S.  S.  Mobile .  97 

Attack  upon  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.,  January  16, 1862 .  48-51 

Mentioned .  25,  38, 41,  72, 118, 127, 130, 185, 201,  355,  356,  367, 418 

Operations  off  Apalachicola,  Fla . . .  7, 8 

Orders  for  movements . .  37,  71 

Havana,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  in  Deadman’s  Bay,  Florida,  June  5, 1862.  262 

Havana,  Cuba. 

Docking  and  repair  of  United  States  vessels  at. 

Order  of  T.  Bailey .  652 

Report  of  T.  Bailey . .  654 

Movement  of  blockade  runners  to  and  from .  213, 234, 248,  249,  602,  750 
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Havana,  Cuba,  British  consular  officers  at.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  British  vice-consul  at  Matamoras . .  109 

Mentioned .  Ill,  265, 403, 424, 438, 490 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Greene,  Theo.  P . .  750 

McKean,  W.  W .  234,247,249 

Ridgely,  D.  B .  91 

Stribling,  C.  K  . . . . •_ .  -846 

Mentioned .  8,  90, 189,  211, .235, 


246,  306,  312,  333,  399,  425,  434,  537,  539,  643-645,  652,  749,  802,  844,  845 
Hawes,  William  G.  See  William  G.  Hawes ,  Steamer. 

Haygood  &  Carter.  Mentioned .  741 

Hayes,  William  Lee. 


Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  storeship  National  Guard .  192 

Mentioned . .  243,  268,  288,  294,  298,  307,  313,  315 

Hazard,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  355 

Hazlitt,  James  W.  Mentioned .  49 

Healy,  Edward  C. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard .  668 

Mentioned .  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722 

Reports  of. 

Oramoneta,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  19,  1864  .  685 

Resolute,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  May  12,  1864 .  703 

Spunky,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  7, 1864 .  679 

Hebert,  Paul  O. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  150, 153, 154, 155, 157 

Mentioned .  156, 166, 169, 170 

Special  orders .  152 

Hebras,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  144 

Heede,  Peter.  Mentioned .  267, 478 

Heenan,  James.  Mentioned .  576 

Heines,  William.  See  William  Heines,  Steamer. 

Helen,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  406  409 

Henderson,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  869 

Hendrick,  Hudson,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  362,  396,  397, 415,  518,  519,  628-630,  756,  769,  770,  802-804 


Condition  of 


537,  538 


Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned ...  361,  366,  378,  382,  385,  391,  393, 400,  414, 431,  434, 439,  444,  445, 448, 
452-456, 459, 464,  469, 472, 481,  502, 512, 520,  522,  524,  526,  531,  535, 617^ 
619,  626,  638,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739, 
743,  744,  747,  748,  751,  752,  755,  761-763,  766,  772,  776,  777,  779,  780,  782, 
783,  786,  796,  797,  805,  809,  812,  815,  823,  826,  830,  833,  836,  844,  856,  859 

Orders  for  movements .  503,  592,  616,  627,  706 

Raising  of  wreck  of  TJ.  S.  schooner  Annie .  807 

Sinking  of  schooner  Wild  Pigeon  by,  March  21,  1864 .  670 

Hennessy,  William.  Mentioned .  180 

Henrietta,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  1,  1864 .  727 

Henry,  Charles.  See  Charles  Henry,  Schooner. 

Henry,  Fort.  See  Fort  Henry,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Henry,  Silas.  See  Silas  Henry,  Sloop. 

Henry,  William.  See  William  Henry,  Blockade  runner. 

Henry  Dodge,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  149 
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Henry  Lewis,  U.  S.  S.  Page 

Mentioned .  9,24,40,70,98,522 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound .  34 

Herald,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  213,214,295,762 

Hermosa,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  351;  352 

Hervetson,  D.  B.  Mentioned .  271,272 

Hewett,  W.  N.  W.  Correspondence  with  J.  L.  Lardner .  274,  275 

Hewett,  William.  Mentioned .  274, 277 

Heyliger,  Louis. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  C.  S .  280 

Mentioned . 688 

Hibiscus,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  834 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  Si.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned .  796,  810,  812-814,  817,  823,  826,  827,  830,  831,  833,  836,  844,  856,  859 

Movements  of .  808. 

Orders  for  movements .  787 

Hicks',  Charles  N.  Mentioned .  594, 598, 631 

Hicks,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  869 

Higbee,  Jonas  S.  Mentioned .  223,243,368 

Higena,  Don.  Mentioned .  515 

Higginbotham,  George  B.  Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  expedition 

to  Ocklockonee  River,  Florida,  March  20-23,  1863 .  39 

Higgins,  Edward.  Mentioned .  159 

Hill,  Major.  Mentioned . . .  38 

Hill,  George  E. 

Mentioned .  767,  768, 809,  823, 826,  830, 833,  837, 844 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  John  Hale,  February  3,  1865 . .  805 

Hill,  Leonard  W. 

Mentioned .  482,498,549,651 

Reports  of. 

Florida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  June  3,  1863  .  462 

St.  Marks  River  and  Marsh’s  Island,  Florida.  Expeditions  to,  July 

12  and  15,  1863 .  499 

Hill,  Mary.  See  Mary  Hill,  Steamer. 

Hill,  R.  L.  Mentioned .  700 

Hillsborough,  Fla.  Captures  made  off .  382 

Hillsboro  River,  Florida.  Destruction  of  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and  sloop 
Kate  Dale  in,  October  16-17,  1863. 

Casualties .  573,574,577 

Communications  from  T.  Bailey .  577,578 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  570 

Gale,  William .  577 

Gunning,  J.  H .  574 

Harris,  Thomas  R .  574, 579 

Semmes,  A.  A .  572, 577 

Stodder,  L.  N .  576 

Hilton,  Captain.  Mentioned .  639 

Hilton,  (?),  Colonel.  Mentioned .  135 

Hilton,  John.  Mentioned .  573, 574, 576 

Hinckley,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  801 

Hines,  Willis  H.  Mentioned .  317 

Hitchcock,  C.  Mentioned .  170 
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Page 

Hobard,  Edward.  Mentioned .  803 

Hodgdon,  J.  H.  Believed  of  command  of  U.  S.  storeship  National  Guard..  192 
Hodge,  A.  J.  See  A.  J.  Hodge,  Schooner. 

Hodges,  Euclid  P.  Mentioned .  475,  869 

Hoencke,  E.  Mentioned . j. .  700 

Hoffner,  George  D.  Mentioned .  49 

Hoffner,  Richard  J. 

Correspondence  with  George  E.  Welch .  391 

Mentioned .  390,394 

Report  of  expedition  to  Ocklockonee  River,  Florida,  for  purpose  of  cut¬ 
ting  out  schooner  Onward,  March  20-23,  1863 .  391-393 

Hogg,  John  W.  Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  665 

Hogue,  William  S.  Mentioned .  698,700-702,874 

Holbrook,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  219,  268,  288,  294,  298,  307,  313,  315,  321,  325 

Holcombe,  Thomas  P.  See  Thomas  P.  Holcombe,  Schooner. 

Holdham,  George.  Mentioned .  416 

Holland,  Daniel  P.  Mentioned . . .  698  701 

Hollingsworth,  G.  Mentioned .  701 

Hollins,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with  W.  G.  Dozier .  149;  155)  i64;  165 

General  orders .  155 

Mentioned .  17,  73, 150, 151, 156, 159, 162 

Hollins,  William.  Mentioned .  466 

Holmes,  Master.  Mentioned .  717 

Holmes,  Lucy  C.  See  Lucy  C.  Holmes,  Schooner. 

Homer,  Isaac  A.  Mentioned . .  353 

Homosassa  River,  Florida. 

Captures  made  off .  680 

Destruction  of  schooner  Good  Hope  off,  April  18,  1864 .  683 


Expedition  to,  and  destruction  of  sloop  General  Finegan,  May  28,  1864. 


Communications  from  R.  W.  Welch .  711 

Reports  of 

Greene,  Theo.  P .  717 

Russell,  James  J .  709 

Honduras,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  568-570,  695 

Harris,  Thomas  R.,  ordered  to  relieve  A.  N.  Gould  of  command .  584 


Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to, March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned....  560,  567,  573, 579, 582,  585, 588, 592, 604,  608, 619,  621,  626,  641,  652, 
660,  667,  671,  675,  676,  681,  691,  696,  699,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  738-74o’ 
742,  743,  747,  751,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786.  788-,  789,  792,  796 
802,  805,  809, 812-814,  816,  817, 823,  826,  828,  830,  833,  836,  844,  856,  859 

Movements  of .  ggO 

Occupation  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  May  4-7,  1864  .  693-695 

Orders  for  movements .  543  gog 

Platt,  John  H.,  appointed  to  command .  ggg 

Honeysuckle,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  623,626,668,689,802-804,824  828 

Mentioned .  641,  652, 660,  664,  667, 675,  681,  691,  704, 

713,  722,  726,  731,  733,  738,  739,  743,  744,  747,  748,  751,  755,  761,  762,  766, 
772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833,  837,  843,  844,  855 
Orders  for  movements .  „  601 
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Hood,  Charles.  Mentioned .  256  258 

Hood,  R.  S.  See  B.  S.  Hood ,  British  schooner. 

Hooker,  Mr.  Mentioned. .  714 

Hooper,  Quincy  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Eagle,  Henry .  37  127 

Rankin,  W.  B .  ’  ggg 

Mentioned .  328,  588,  592,  603,  619,  626,  641,  652,  660, 

.  667,  675, 681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755,  762,  766 
Reports  of  capture  of  cotton  in  Suwanee  River,  Florida,  February  26, 1864.  657 

Hope,  David.  Mentioned .  ‘  ’  '  7Q7 

Hopkins,  William.  Mentioned . •_ .  .  617 

Hopkins,  William  E. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina .  24 

Correspondence  with  James  Parker .  140 

Mentioned .  33  44g 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Magnolia,  February  19,  1862 .  140 

Hopkinson,  Henry  E. 

Death  of,  from  yellow  fever .  74g 

Mentioned .  72q  724 

Hopper,  Master.  Mentioned .  . .  ’  81 

Horner,  Gustavus  R.  B. 

Mentioned _ _ ..............  339 

Report  of  yellow  fever  on  IT.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence .  340 

Horne,  S.  A.  G.  Mentioned .  7Q1 

Hortense,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1863  .  367,  368 

Houston,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  459 

Houston,  Sam.  See  Sam.  Houston,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Howard, - .  Mentioned .  .  795 

Howard,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  452  454 

Howard,  W.  H.  See  W.  H.  Howard,  Schooner. 

Howard,  William  H.  Mentioned .  749 

Howe,  Charles.  Mentioned .  375 

Howe,  Edward.  Mentioned .  gg4 

Howell,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Crosman,  A.  F .  180,  224,  318 

Flurley,  Henry  A . 223 

McKean,  William  W .  90,  ]  98, 236 

Pinder,  W.  H .  839 

Way  Key,  Florida,  Commanding  officer  at .  I37 

Mentioned .  11  183  187  240 

264,  268,  288,  293,  297,  306,  312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  328,  334,  343,  486,’  840 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma .  336 

Reports  of. 

Cedar  Keys,  Florida. 

Expeditions  in  search  of  schooner  off .  222 

Operations  at .  126, 134-137, 179, 242 

Fernandina  Railroad,  Florida.  Expeditions  for  destruction  of  salt 

wTorks  on,  October  4  and  6,  1862 .  317 

Key  West,  Fla.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma  at .  44 

Tahoma,  U.  S.  S.  Yellow  fever  on,  and  death  of  Henry  Hurley _  313 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida.  .  Attack  upon  Union  refugees  in .  309 

Uncle  Mose,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  7,  1862,...,.., .  287 
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Howquah,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - .  825, 826,  830,  855 

Hudson,  Hendrick.  See  Hendrick  Hudson,  V.  S.  S. 

Hudson,  William.  Mentioned .  501 

Hudson,  William  L.  See  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass.,  Commandant  of. 

Huger,  Daniel  E.  Correspondence  with  W.  L.  Powell . .  65 

Huger,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  159 

Hughes,  Aaron  K. 

Mentioned . - .  14, 16,  200 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala.  Chasing  ashore  of  a  schooner  off,  December  27, 

1861 . 15 

William  Mallory,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  6,  1862  — .  183, 184 

Hughes,  John.  Mentioned . . . — .  163 

Humphrey,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  14,  61 

Humphreys,  Frederick  C.  Mentioned . . . . .  773,870,871 

Hunt,  Peter.  Mentioned . 516 

Hunter,  David.  Mentioned . . . .  .  376 

Hunter,  Robert.  Mentioned . . .  744,  748,  752,  755,  763 

Hunter,  Thomas.  Mentioned . . . . . .  698 

Hunter,  William  R.  Mentioned . 766 

Hunter,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Beazley,  W.  H.,  et  al .  168 

John  F.  Carr,  Commanding  officer  of .  164 

Colonel  Stell,  Commanding  officer  of .  165 

Forshey,  C.  G .  158, 165 

Hebert,  P.  0 . 150,153,155 

Magruder,  J.  B .  153 

Mary  Hill,  Commander  of .  163 

Nichols,  E.  B . 152,156 

Rogers,  William  F .  149 

Sellers,  John  S .  154 

Shea,  Dan  D . . .  167, 169 

Smith,  Leon . iyi 

Sterrett,  John  H .  167 

Mentioned .  170,172-175 

Reports  of. 

Texas.  Defense  of  coast  of . 154 

Trinity  River,  Texas.  Defense  of .  157 

Huntsville,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  273- 

286,  288,  291,  327,  335,  384-,  411,  413,  430,  438,  443-445,  450,  564 

Chandler,  Ralph,  appointed  to  command . 628 

Condition  of .  652,  654 

Engagement  with  Confederate  steamer  Florida,  off  Mobile  bar,  December 
24,  1861.  See  Mobile,  Ala. 

Exchange  of  shots  with  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny . .  44,45 

Mentioned . .  1  1-13,  i5;  23)  24, 


26,  47, 56,  70,  71,  92, 93, 147, 149, 187-189,  293,  297,  304,  306, 312,  315,  320, 
324,  326-328,  334,  337,  343,  350-352, 355,  361,  363,  366,  369,  373,  378,  379, 
385,  400,  414,  425, 431, 439,  459,  467, 472,  502, 512, 524, 527,  531,  536,  537, 
540, 542,  546,  548, 554, 560,  567,  573, 583,  588,  592, 604,  619,  626,  640,  §41, 
660,  667,  675,  681,  688, 691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  733,  734,  736-738,  746 
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Huntsville,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  „ 

_Pt\trQ 

Movements  of .  OAA  AOA 

.  .  o44,  4.14 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala .  57_66  g2  83 

( )rders  for  movements . . .  260,  261, 268, 429,  652 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A.  Mentioned .  382 

Hurley,  Henry  A. 


Report  of  expeditions  in  search  of  schooner  off  Cedar  Kevs  Fla  993 

Huron,  U.  S.  S.  ’  .  " 

Mentioned . . . . .  219,852 

Orders  for  movements .  _  _  g4 

Hussar,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned .  g82  761  856 

Hussar,  Frigate.  Cited .  ’  ’  144 

Hutton,  Master.  Mentioned .  . 

I.  C.  Action,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . .  213 

Ida,*  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  12,  1862  .  289  290 

Ida,f  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  4,  1863 . 379’  339 

Imogene,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  ’  844 

Inagua,  Bahama  Islands.  Correspondence  regarding  United  States  ves- 

sels  at . - . - .  838-841 

Independence,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry— Regiments:  17th,  857. 

Indian  River,  Florida. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  263 

Reports  of 

Burgess,  Francis . 544 

Lardner,  J.  L . . .  286,292 

Captures  made  in  and  near .  267,  324,  328,  329, 334, 383, 

384,  411,  412,  416,  478,  530,  603,  606,  655,  656,  659,  660,  662,  713,  783,  827 
Proposed  expedition  in.  Orders  and  instructions. 

Bailey,  T .  344 

English,  Earl .  345 

See  also  Jupiter  Inlet,  Florida. 

Indian  River  and  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Expeditions  for  capture  of 
schooners  in,  February  23  and  March  2,  1863. 

Casualties . 371 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  369 

Baxter,  I.  B .  373 

Crane,  Henry  A .  372 

English,  Earl . 370,373,375 

Slamm,  Jeff.  A . 370 

Indian  River  Inlet,  Florida.  See  Indian  River ,  Florida. 

Inez,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  18,  1863  .  416 

Ino,  U.  S.  ship. 

Boat  expedition  from,  in  Manatee  River,  Florida,  January  27, 1865 .  804 

Mentioned .  782,  783,  786,  796,  797,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833, 837,  844,  855,  859 

Orders  for  movements .  779 

Intended,  Brig.  Mentioned . 214 

Ironclads,  Confederate.  Construction  of .  382 

Irvine,  Mr.  Mentioned . 163 

Isabel.  See  Ella  Warley,  Steamer. 


*  Formerly  W.  H.  Howard, 


f  Formerly  Eseoon. 
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Isabel,  British  schooner.  Capture  of .  314 

Isabel,*  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  1,  1862 .  130 

Isabel,  Prize  steamer.  Mentioned .  230,231,237 

Isabel,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  531,602 

Isabella,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  May  22,  1863 .  445,  460 

Mentioned .  473 

Isla  de  Cuba,  Spanish  steamer. 

Boarding  of,  May  1,  1862  .  226,  227 

Mentioned .  221 

Isonomia,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  842,  843 


Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 
1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 


Mentioned . . .  758,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779, 

782,  786,  796,  802,  805,  809,  812,  823,  826,  830,  833,  837,  844,  852,  855,  858 

Movements  of .  801 

Orders  for  movements .  765 

Itasca,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  54,  55, 142 

Mentioned .  41,  71, 90-92, 129,  856,  857 

Iuka,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . .  829,  830 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned .  726,  728,  731,  738,  739,  743,  746,  747,  751,  755,  762,  772,  777,  779, 

782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  812,  817,  823,  826,  832,  833,  837,  844,  852,  855,  857 


Movements  of .  850 

Orders  for  movements . . . 715  724  766 

Ivy,  C.  S.  S. 


Armament  of . 

Mentioned . 

Isilda.  See  Ezilda,  U.  S.  schooner. 

J.  Arthur,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned  . . 

J.  C.  Kuhn,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned . 

J.  H.  Jarvis,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned... 
J.  J.  McNeil,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  25,  1862 . 

Mentioned . 

J.  W.  Wilder,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  20,  1862  . 

Mentioned . 

Jackson, - .  Mentioned . 

Jackson,  C.  S.  S. 

Armament  of . 

Mentioned . 

Jackson,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Jackson,  John  P.  See  John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Jackson,  Marcellus.  Mentioned . 

Jackson,  S.  See  S.  Jackson,  U.  S.  tender. 

James,  Harry.  Mentioned . 


. 163 

.  91 

.  249 

.  38,46,128,136,204 

.  868 

.  80-82 

.  98,118,166 

.  57-66 

.  522 

. - .  392 

.  163 

. .  91 

• .  775,868 

413,  607-609,  684,  692,  712 

■ .  148 


*  Formerly  W.  R.  King. 
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James,  James  S.  Mentioned 
James  Battle,  Steamer. 


Page. 

557 


Capture  of,  July  18,  1863 .  504-512 

JIentioned . - . ."514, 537, 561 

Operations,  August  23  to  September  18,  1863  530-542 

Search  for . . .  . .  '  ,ZA 

bemmes,  A.  A.,  appointed  to  command .  536 

J ames  L.  Davis,  U.  S.  bark. 

Captures  made  by . . .  186,  314, 315, 564-566,  673, 674,  695 

Condition  of .  834 

Mentioned . .  H,  99, 129, 179, 188, 190, 204, 


502,  518,  519,  524,  531,  554,  560,  567,  583,  586,  588,  592,  604,  619,  626,  641, 
652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  696,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  744,  747, 
751,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833 

Occupation  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  May  4-7,  1864 . . .  693-695 

Operations  off 

Apalachicola,  Fla . 234,235,262 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla .  183|  185 

Tampa,  Fla .  74^ 

Orders  for  movements . . . .  195  295 

Yellow  fever  on . .  339,’ 340 

James  S.  Chambers,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  301,  467,  727 

Boat  expeditions  from,  to  Waccasassa  River,  Florida,  for  capture  of  cotton. 

June  13,  1864 . 720 

June  19,  1864 .  724 

Mentioned .  11,  71  188  221  237 

238,  252,  261,  268,  288,  294,  298,  307,  313,  315,  321,  325,  326,’  329’  334,’  343* 
353,  361,  366,  378-381,  385,  400,  414,  431,  435,  439,  459,  472,  476,  481,  482, 


494,  502,  519, 524,  531,  554,  560,  567,  582,  583,  585,  588,  592,  604,  619,  626, 
641, 652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  698,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  761 


Movements  of . 210,  211,  304 

Operations  off  Charlotte  Harbor,  Florida .  381 

Orders  for  movements .  516,  517 

Yellow  fever  on .  744-746,748 

Jane,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  May  3,  1862 .  228-230 

Mentioned .  236 

Jane,  Crazy.  See  Crazy  Jane,  Boat. 

Jane  Adelie,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  April  24,  1863 .  421,422 

Mentioned .  450 

Jarvis,  J.  H.  See  J.  11.  Jarvis,  Confederate  vessel. 

Jasmine,  U.  S.  S.  Captures  made  by .  501 

Jeff  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned . 214 

Jefferson,  E.  M.  Mentioned .  337 

Jefferson,  S.  Mentioned .  700 

Jenkins,  E.  P.  Mentioned .  483 


*  Formerly  Jose  Ton. 
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Jenks,  John  H.  Page. 

Mentioned . . .  610,  613, 614 

Report  of  expedition  to  Myacca  River,  Florida,  December  24—30, 1863  _  611 

Jenny  and  Herwick,  Ship.  Mentioned . .  213 

Jeter,  William  A.  Mentioned . 599 

Jewess,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  159 

John  F.  Carr,  Confederate  steamer. 

Mentioned .  170-175 

Orders  for  movements .  152, 164  ' 

John  Hale,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  3,  1865 .  805,  809 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  550 

Johns,  C.  C.  Mentioned . 701 

Johns,  John  P.  Mentioned .  483 

Johnson, - .  Mentioned . . .  741 

Johnson,  Hannah  M.  See  Hannah  M.  Johnson,  Vessel. 

Johnson,  Miller  H.  Mentioned .  738 

Johnson,  Robert.  Mentioned .  547,562 

Johnson,  Thomas  W.  (Acting  master).  Mentioned .  34 

Johnson,  Thomas  W.  (Landsman).  Mentioned .  60 

Johnston,  D.  S.  Mentioned . 872 

Johnston,  James  D.  Mentioned . - .  17 

Johnston,  John.  Mentioned . . . 662 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned . _■ .  432,842,847,852 

John  Wesley,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  474 

John  Williams,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 452 

Joiner,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  701 

JolifF,  John.  Mentioned . .  : .  864  869 

Jones,  Dr.  Mentioned .  871 

Jones,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned . 65 

Jones,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  367 

Jones,  Albert  K.  Mentioned .  267 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee .  864 

Correspondence  with 

Cobb,  Howell .  865 

McLaughlin,  A . , .  868-871 

Mentioned .  355 

Jones,  Edward  J.  Mentioned .  80 

Jones,  Henry.  Mentioned .  997  208 

Jones,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  658  718 

Jones,  J.  Pembroke.  Mentioned .  869 

Jones,  James  H.  Mentioned .  869 

Jones,  Joseph  E. 

Mentioned .  245,452,454 

Report  of  capture  of  slaver,  June  17,  1862 .  265 

J  ones,  Paul.  See  Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S. 

Jones,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  W.  Brent .  862 

Mentioned .  "  glg 

Jones,  William.  Mentioned .  ^g 

Jordan,  Andrew  C.  Mentioned .  ggg  037 

Jordan,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Scott .  388 

Jordon , - .  Mentioned . ”  ”  ’  59g 
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Josephine,*  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  24,  1864 .  673  674 

Jose  Ton,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  229 

Jouett,  James  E. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery .  24 

Mentioned . \  ~  ”!”***  *29  *71  *98, 503 

Relieved  of  command  in  Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana .  .  71 

Reports  of. 

Isabel,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  1,  1862 .  130 

Montgomery,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  131 

Julia,  f  British  sloop. 

Capture  of,  January  8,  1863  . . . . .  346  349 

Mentioned .  351,  665’ 668 

Julia,  Schooner.  Burning  of,  at  mouth  of  Mississippi  River,  January  24, 

1862 .  76-79 

J ulia,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned .  36 6,  378,  385,  400,  415, 440,  460,  473, 

502,  524,  532,  541,  554,  560,  568,  583,  588,  592,  604,  620,  627,  642,  653,  661 

Julia  Usher,  J  Schooner.  Mentioned .  214 

Jupiter,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  June  27,  1864 . . .  725,  728 

Jupiter  Inlet,  Florida.  Captures  made  in  and  near .  334 

340,  346,  349,  544,  623,  624,  626,  632,  633,  645,  726,  729,  730 

Kain,  William.  Mentioned? . .  700 

Kain,  William  A.  See  William  A.  Kain,  Schooner. 

Kanawha,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . . .  130,  484, 515,  550, 551,  675 

Orders  for  movements . . 447 

Kane,  Daniel.  Mentioned . . .  3gl 

Kane,  Marshall.  Mentioned .  51g 

Kate,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  27,  1862 . 337 

Mentioned .  351 

Kate,  Sailing  vessel.  Mentioned .  53  125 

Kate,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  June  23,  1863 .  267,478 

Kate,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  215,  239,  241, 280 

Kate  Dale.  See  Josephine,  Sloop. 

Kate  Dale,  Sloop. 

Destruction  of.  See  Hillsboro  River,  Fla.  Destruction  of  steamer  Scottish  Chief 
and  sloop  Kate  Dale  in,  October  16-17,  1863. 

Mentioned .  570, 572, 575 

Kate  L.  Bruce,  Confederate  schooner. 

Arming  of,  by  Confederates  in  Chattahoochee  River,  Fla .  262 

Mentioned . 120,357 

Kearney,  M.  Mentioned .  700 

Kearsarge,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  42 

Keefer,  Alex.  Mentioned .  516 

Keese,  Samuel  T.  See  Samuel  T.  Keese,  Schooner. 

Keitt,  Lawrence  M.  Mentioned .  300 

Kelley,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  773;  775 

Kelly,  Henry.  Mentioned .  466,  483 

Kelly,  William.  Mentioned . [r .  676 

Kellersberg,  Julius.  Mentioned . 173 


♦  Formerly  Kate  Dale.  f  Afterwards  U.  S.  sloop  Julia.  }  Formerly  Annie  Cliilds. 
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Kelsey,  Captain.  Mentioned .  174 

Kemp,  Benjamin.  Mentioned . - .  580 

Kendall,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  837,845 

Kennard,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  730 

Kennebec,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  505-507,509-511 

Kennison,  William  W.  Mentioned .  268, 

288,  294,  298,  307,  313,  315,  321,  325,  326,  329,  334 

Kensington,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . - .  327 

Mentioned .  219 

Orders  for  movements .  222 

Kerr,  D.  Mentioned .  655 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - .  302 

Key  West,  Fla. 

Capture  of  sloop  Last  Trial  in  harbor  of.  Report  of  Burgess,  Francis .  564 

Order  of  U.  S.  district  judge  at,  regarding  prizes .  461 

Prevalence  of  yellow  fever  at.  Report  of  T.  Bailey .  737 

Prize  vessels  sent  to,  for  adjudication.  Report  of  James  L.  Lardner .  266 

Protection  of.  Report  of  T.  Bailey .  530 

Removal  of  citizens  from. 

Orders  of  Jos.  S.  Morgan . • .  377 

Request  of  T.  Bailey  for  removal  of  Jos.  S.  Morgan  from  command  . .  376 

Rescinding  of  orders .  378 

Sale  of  prizes  at .  332 

Sanitary  condition  of.  Report  of  T.  Bailey .  548 

Vacancy  in  judgeship  of  U.  S.  district  court  at.  Report  of  T.  Bailey .  514 

Key  West,  Fla.,  British  consular  officers  at. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  320 

Mentioned .  401,484 

Key  West,  Fla.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at. 

Correspondence  with 

T.  Bailey . .  375,  384,  396, 535 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  279 

Watson,  G.  W .  283-285 

Mentioned .  376 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court. 

Correspondence  with 

Donaldson,  Edward .  122 

Walker,  W.  M .  424 

Watson,  G.  W .  280, 281 

Woodhull,  M . 53 

Mentioned .  95, 122,  351,  366, 484 

Key  West,  Fla.,  U.  S.  prize  commissioner  at. 

Correspondence  with 

T.  Bailety .  736 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 1 . .  711,770 

Mentioned .  708 

Key  West,  Fla.,  U.  S.  marshal  at.  Mentioned .  376,474,656 

Kibby,  Vessel.  Mentioned .  192 

Kidder,  H.  M.  Mentioned .  132 

Kierstead,  David  C.  Mentioned .  544 

King,  Grover  G.  See  Grover  G.  King,  Smack. 

King,  T.  Butler.  Mentioned .  72,73 

King,  Thomas  (Acting  master).  Correspondence  with  A.  G.  Clary .  762 
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King,  Thomas  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  386,387 

King,  W.  R.  See  W.  R.  King,  Schooner. 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  bark. 

Abstract  log,  September  8,  1862 .  310 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  33 

Capture  of  two  boats’  crews  from,  in  Aucilla  River,  Fla.,  June  2,  1862..  254-260 

Captures  made  by .  66,  69,  84-86, 93-95, 181, 182 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on  St,  Joseph’s  Bay,  Fla.,  September  8,  1862 _  310 

316,  323 

Mentioned .  4,  26,  30,  32,  35, 40, 41,  56,  68,  71, 

118, 188, 190, 191,  221,  238,  252,  264,  268,  288,  294,  298,  306,  312,  315,  321 

Orders  for  movements .  319 

Kingsland,  Mary.  See  Mary  Kingsland,  Steamer. 

King  &  Devine.  Mentioned .  191 

Kirkpatrick,  Thomas.  See  Nassau,  Neiv  Providence,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Kitchen,  James.  Mentioned .  386,387 

Kittatinny,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Exchange  of  shots  with  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville .  44,45 

Mentioned .  11,47,71,97,98 

Movements  of .  28 

Kittredge,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKean . 81 

Mentioned .  11, 107 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  J.  J.  McNeil,  January  25, 1862 .  80 

Klasson,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  573, 577 

Klein,  Frank.  Mentioned . '. .  700 

Knoyer  Augustus,  Ship.  Mentioned .  214 

Koehler,  John  G.  Mentioned .  465,571-575,648-650 

Kuhn,  J.  C.  See  J.  C.  Kuhn,  U.  S.  bark. 

Labuan,  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  at  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  February  1,  1862 .  99-115 

Mentioned . - .  53, 125 

Labutut,  E  F.  Mentioned .  700 

Lackawanna,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  483 

Lady  Maria,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  6,  1863  .  490 

Lady  of  the  Lake,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  248 

Lafayette,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  April  4,  1862  .  205-210 

Lafitte,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  688 

Lake  Ocala  and  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works 
on,  December  2,  10,  and  18,  1863. 

Communications  from  T.  Bailey .  600 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T . ; .  593,601 

Browne,  W.  R .  596-600 

Sketch .  595 

Lakin,  Jerome.  Mentioned .  803 

Lamb,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Lamb,  Steamer. 

Lamson,  John  C.  Mentioned .  857 

Land,  John  S.  Mentioned. .  815 

Landrail,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  274 

Lane,  Mr.  Mentioned .  737 

Lane,  Harriet.  See  Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 

Lanpher,  Enoch  C.  Mentioned .  869 

Lapham,  Henry  K.  Mentioned .  60,397-399 
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Lardner,  James  L.  Page. 

Appointed  acting  rear-admiral .  312 

Appointed  to  command  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  242 

Assumes  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  261,  264 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey  T .  692 

Brasher,  T.  M .  263 

English,  Earl . . .  316 

Fox,  G.  V .  310 

Frailey,  J.  M .  289 

Goodwin,  N . 265 

Hewett,  W.  N.  W .  274,  275 

Howell,  J.  C .  287,  313,  317 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  321 

Melson,  William  H .  290 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  263,  269,  293,  294,  298,  303,  308,  309,  314 

Watson,  G.  W . . .  275, 276 

Mentioned . .  260,  270,  272,  273, 277, 280, 296,  302, 304,  307,  322,  332,  340,353,358,709 

Relieved  of  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  325,  326 

Reports  of. 

Adela,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  July  7,  1862 .  274,279 

Aucilla  River,  Florida.  Capture  of  two  boats’  crews  from  U.  S.  bark 

Kingfisher  in,  June  2,  1862 .  254 

Beauregard,  TJ.  S.  schooner.  Capture  of  commanding  officer  and 

boat’s  crew  from,  June  29, 1862 .  290 

Blockade.  Enforcement  of .  323 

Columbia,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  August  3, 1862 .  295 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Disposition  of  vessels .  268, 

288,293, 297,  306,  312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  328 

Florida,  C.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  306, 311 

G.  L.  Brockenborougli,  Sloop.  Purchase  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf 

Blockading  Squadron .  327 

Huntsville  and  Quaker  City,  U.  S.  steamers.  Movements  of .  268 

Indian  River,  Florida.  Blockade  of .  286,  292 

Isabel,  British  schooner.  Capture  of . .  314 

Key  West,  Fla. 

Arrival  of  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck  at .  313 

Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler  at .  297 

Prize  vessels  sent  to,  for  adjudication .  266 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  bark.  Movements  of .  319 

Model,  Brig.  Release  of . 269 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  at,  September 

11,1862 .  .  316 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  at,  September  8, 

1862 .  316 

St.  Mark’s  River,  Florida.  Destruction  of  fort  on,  June  15,  1862  _  264 

Yellow  fever.  Outbreak  of .  294,  313 

Young  River,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of _ ' .  319 

Laredau,  - .  Mentioned .  142, 143 

Larkin,  William.  Mentioned .  576 

Last  Resort,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  June  30,  1864  . . .  726  730 

Mentioned .  729 

Last  Trial,  Sloop.  Capture  of . .  564 
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Latimer,  William  K.  Finding,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade .  794 

Laura,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  502 

Laura,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  January  18,  1864 .  628-630 

Mentioned . .  616,  662,  671 

Lauretta,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  1,  1864  .  662 

Laurie,  Annie.  See  Annie  Laurie,  Bark. 

Lavaca,  Tex.,  U.  S.  collector  of  customs  at.  Mentioned .  38 

Lavery,  Richard.  Mentioned . . .  140  141 

Lavinia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  27,  1862  .  311 

Lavoisier,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  8,  96, 97, 100, 117, 118, 129, 130 

Lawrence,  Samuel.  Mentioned . . .  206  208 

Lawton,  W.  C.  Mentioned .  292 

Leach,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 483 

Leach,  W.  T.  Mentioned . . . . .  256 

Leader,  Schooner.  Condition  of . . . . 149,150 

Lealtad,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  11,  1864 . .  665,666 

Leas,  Charles  A.  See  Belize,  Honduras,  U.  8.  commercial  agent  at. 

Leavey,  Henry.  Mentioned . 393 

Leavitt,  Edward  D. ,  jr.  Mentioned .  311 

Lebby,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  271, 272 

Le  Cesne,  Charles.  Mentioned . . .  142, 143 

Lecompt,  Confederate  pilot  boat.  Charter  of . . .  167, 169 

Ledyard,  Nathaniel  L.  Mentioned .  452 

Lee,  - .  Mentioned .  871 

Lee,  Edgar.  Mentioned .  291 

Lee,  Elias.  Mentioned .  475 

Lee,  Francis,  Mentioned . • . . . . .  55,120 

Lee,  John.  Mentioned .  320 

Lee,  O.  H.  See  0.  II.  Lee,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Lee,  Robert  E.  Mentioned .  535,  846-848 

Lee,  Samuel  Phillips. 

Correspondence  with  J.  E.  Giddings .  627 

Mentioned .  874 

Leeds  &  Co.  Mentioned .  163 

Legendre,  G.  Mentioned . 280 

Leinas,  George  H. 

Mentioned .  762,  772,  782,  786,  796,  805 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  off  Little  Marco,  Fla.,  October  24, 1864 .  771 

Lejo,  General.  See  General  Lejo,  Spanish  gunboat. 

Lembler,  A.  W.  Mentioned .  864 

Lenthall,  John.  Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey . .  350 

Leonardy,  Vincent.  Mentioned . 577 

Le  Roy,  William  E.  Mentioned .  302 

Let  Her  Be,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  728 

L’Etoile,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Cited .  144 

Leviathan,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  September  22,  1863  . . .  556-559 

Lewis,  Elnathan. 

Mentioned . 217 

Report  of  expedition  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  and  capture  of  steamer 

Florida  and  sloop  Lafayette,  April  4,  1862 .  206 

Lewis,  Fannie.  See  Fannie  Lewis,  Brig. 

Lewis,  Henry.  See  Henry  Lewis,  Steamer. 
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Lewis,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  852,853 

Lewis,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  55 

Lewis,  John.  Mentioned .  756 

Lewis,  Roswell  C.  Mentioned . 371,372 

Liebnitz,  Bark.  Mentioned . . .  213 

Likens,  James  B.  Mentioned . .  154 

Lilia,  British  brig. 

Capture  of,  July  3,  1862 .  270-272 

Mentioned .  293,  301 

Lilley,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  See  President  U.  S. 

Lincoln,  Benjamin  C.  Mentioned .  821 

Lincoln,  Stephen  P.  Mentioned .  256 

Linda,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  11,  1864  .  666 

Linnet,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  405 

Lion,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  February  25,  1862 .  181, 182 

Mentioned .  190 

Little  Lily,f  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  531,  602,  607,  609,  616,  654,  658 

Little  Marco,  Fla.  Captures  made  off . ; .  771 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  435 

Livingston,  C.  S.  S. 

Armament  of .  163 

Mentioned .  91 

Livingston,  Lindley  H.  Mentioned .  271,  272 

Lizzie  Davis,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  September  16,  1863  . . .  555 

Lizzie  Simmons,  JC.  S.  gunboat.  Mentioned .  163 

Lizzie  Weston,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  19,  1861 .  54,  55 

Mentioned .  120 

Loanno,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

Lodona,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  379 

Lombard,  Master.  Mentioned .  479 

Long,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  .  4,24  40  148 

Loring,  Charles  G. 

Mentioned .  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823,  826,  831,  833,  837,  845 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Pickwick,  December  6,  1864 .  781 

Lothman,  Robert  W.  Mentioned . 87 

Louisa  See  Victoria,  Schooner. 

Louisiana,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  143  280 

Lovell,  Mansfield. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  151, 159, 160, 164 

Mentioned .  162 

Reports  of. 

Calhoun,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  Jauuary  23,  1862 .  75 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Defense  of .  igg 

Military  control  of  navigable  waters  near .  155 

Lucinda,  U.  S.  transport.  Assistance  rendered  by  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore .  349 

Lucy,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  June  20,  1862 .  267 

Mentioned .  214,234,249 


*  Formerly  Alexander, 
f  Known  also  as  Nan  Nan  and  Flushing. 


1  Afterwards  C.  S.  S.  Pontchartrain. 
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Lucy,  British  schooner.  Page 

Capture  of,  October  21,  1864  .  769  770 

Mentioned .  79g 

Lucy  C.  Holmes,  Schooner,  Capture  of,  May  27,  1862  .  254 

Lucy  Gwin,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  158  172 

Lund,  Nicholas.  Mentioned .  ^70  K77 

Lund,  T.  W.  Mentioned . 633 

Lupke,  Francis.  Mentioned .  77g 

Lycurgus,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  214 

Lydia,  Vessel.  Capture  of,  February  4,  1864 . .  645 

Lynch,  Dominick. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . 302 

Mentioned . . . . .  293, 306,  320 

Lyons,  James.  Mentioned .  229 

Lyons,  Lord.  See  British  minister  to  the  United  States. 

McCann,  John.  Mentioned . .  374  372 

McCann,  Pat.  Mentioned . 701 

McCann,  William  P.  Mentioned .  829 

McCauley,  Edward  Y. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  485, 531,  679,  723 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  228 

Stevens,  J .  410 

Williams,  James  S . . .  579 

Mentioned .  268,  288,  293, 297,  306,  312,  315,  320, 

324,  326-328,  334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  385,  400,  404, 405,  409,  414,  431, 
439,  459,  472,  486,  502,  520,  524,  537,  540,  542,  553,  560,  561,  567,  583,  585, 
588,  592,  604,  619,  626,  641,  653,  661,  667,  675,  680,  691,  702,  704,  714,  722 
Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Tioga .  590 

Reports  of. 

Anna,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  26, 1863 .  377 

Anna  Maria,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  28, 1863 .  481,482 

Bayport,  Fla. 

Expedition  to,  and  elsewhere  between  Suwanee  River  and  Anclote 

Keys,  April  2-9,  1863 .  406 

Midnight  reconnoissance  of,  July  22,  1863 .  519 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla.  Operations  at .  399, 534 

Crystal  River,  Florida. 

Capture  of  cotton  in .  462, 463 

Expedition  in,  June  13,  1863 .  485 

Emma,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  3,  1863  .  483 

Isabella,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  22,  1863  .  445, 460 

G.  L.  Brockenborough,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  321 

Great  Bahama  Island.  Capture  of  a  schooner  off .  620 

Martha  Jane,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  20,  1863 .  579 

Ranger,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  25,  1863 .  395 

Southern  Star,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  August  6,  1863  .  526 

Swallow,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  20,  1864 .  669 

Waccasassa  River,  Florida. 

Capture  of  cotton  in,  July  17,  1863 .  512 

Engagement  in,  July  20,  1863 .  512 

Withlacoochee  River,  Florida.  Captures  made  off .  466 

McCauley,  Henry.  Mentioned .  636,  637 
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McClintock,  William.  Mentioned.  326,  329,  334,  343,  353,  361,  366,  378,  385,  400,  414, 
431,  439,  472,  502,  524,  531,  553,  560,  567,  583, 588,  592,  603,  619,  626,641, 
652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755, 
762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823,  826,  831,  833,  837,  845 

McCloud,  - .  Mentioned . . .  741 

McConnell, - -.  Mentioned _ _ _ _ _ _  73,213,234 

McCormick,  Andrew.  Mentioned . . .  697,699 

McCormick,  Henry  W.  Mentioned . . . .  853 

McCormick,  Samuel.  Mentioned . . . . . .  349 

McCullock,  Richard  S.  Mentioned . . . . . . .  853 

McDermott,  Francis.  Mentioned . . . __ .  217 

McDermut,  David  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  ship  Preble _ •_ . . . 48,  87 

Mentioned . . . _ .  143 

McDonald,  John.  Mentioned . . .  573 

McDonald,  Neil.  Mentioned . _ .  371,372 

McDoug-al,  Charles  J. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey. . . .  503,  537,  616,  706 

Mentioned.  452, 455, 502, 522, 524, 531, 538, 544, 609, 619, 626, 641, 652, 660, 667, 675, 
681, 691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755,  761,  762,  766,  770 

Opinion,  court  of  inquiry,  loss  of  U.  S.  bark  Amanda,  May  29,  1863 .  453 

Reports  of. 

Cape  San  Bias,  Florida.  Cotton  discovered  in  vicinity  of .  518 

Laura,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  Janury  18,  1864  . . .  629 

Lucy,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  21,  1864  . * _  769 

Wild  Pigeon,  Schooner.  Sinking  of,  March  21,  1864  .  670 

Yellow  Bluff,  Fla.  Capture  of  cotton  at .  756 

McDowell,  Robert.  Mentioned . 280 

McFarland,  Walter.  Mentioned . 724 

McGary,  Charles  P. 

Correspondence  with  Jos.  P.  Couthouy .  258 

Mentioned . 259 

McGrath,  Fennald  J.  Mentioned. .  49 

McGuire,  B.  F.  Mentioned .  483 

Mack,  John.  Mentioned . 815 

McKean,  William  W. 

Appointed  to  command  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  56 

Circular  regarding  movements  of  blockade  runners .  53 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  James .  33 

Arnold,  L.  G .  219,  220 

Bailey,  Theodoras . .  8,  22,  73,  74, 115 

Brannan,  John  M .  198 

Brasher,  T.  M . ■ .  238,241,245 

Brodhead,  Edgar .  78 

Brown,  Harvey .  5 

Buchanan,  T.  McK .  34 

Caldwell,  C-  H.  B . . . _• . [[[""’  55 

Cate,  David .  205,208,241,253 

Clou4,  G . 30 

Couthouy,  J.  P .  66, 191, 254 

Craven,  Thomas  T . . .  70, 92, 129, 138 

Crocker,  W.  W .  999 

Doty,  g. w . Z 
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McKean,  William  W. — Continued.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

Drake,  A.  J . . . 54;  124>  igg,  204 

Eagle,  Henry . . .  29,42,55,83 

Eaton,  William  B .  .  84, 132,  215, 216 

Emmons,  G.  F .  7,  8, 37, 48,  71,  97, 98 

English,  Earl . 240 

Febiger,  John  C .  447 

Frailey,  J.  M . . . . .  213  241 

French,  H . 77 

Goldsborough,  J.  R .  43 

Goodwin,  N . 218,241,244 

Gregory,  William  D .  423 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  vice-consul-general  at .  234,  247, 249 

Hays,  William . 492 

Hopkins,  William  E . 440 

Howell,  J.  C . . . . .  44,  90, 134, 179, 198,  222,  236,  242 

Hughes,  A.  K . 184 

Jouett,  James  E .  430(  131 

Kittredge,  J.  W .  80,  81 

McDermut,  D.  A .  48, 87 

Mobile,  Ala.,  Acting  British  consul  at .  63 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  9, 10,  21,  35,  38, 47,  69, 116, 189,  210, 228, 237 

Phelps,  J.  W. .  14,93 

Porter,  David  D .  233 

Powell,  L.  M .  11, 12, 14,  26,  39, 46, 58, 82 

Price,  Cicero .  11,92 

Read,  A . 447 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B .  196, 197, 230,  254 

Ross,  John  F . .  10 

Schenck,  J.  F .  253 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0  .  30,  35,  99 

Smith,  Melancton .  18,  27 

Spotts,  J.  H .  241 

Stearns,  David . 192 

Stellvvagen,  H.  S .  35,  76, 96, 144, 193, 195,  201, 212,  220,  226 

Swartwout,  Samuel . . .  101, 102, 104, 105 

Trathen,  James .  6 

Trenchard,  S.  D .  82 

Yinalet,  Romno.  Martz .  246 

Walker,  W.  M . .  89, 126, 128 

Welch,  George  E .  28, 44 

Winn,  Jos .  186 

Winslow,  Francis  . .  59, 146, 189,  228 

Woodhull,  M .  199 

General  orders . 222 

Mentioned .  36,  72,  91, 94, 114, 121, 122, 183, 227, 231,  249, 250, 277,  300, 441 

Relieved  of  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  242 

Relinquishes  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  261, 264 

Reports  of. 

Barataria  Bay,  La.  Escape  of  steamer  Victoria  into,  February  12, 

1862 . . .  125 

Blockade  runners.  Movements  of .  211,218 

Calhoun,  Steamer.  Disposition  of  cargo  of .  134 

Cuba.  Infringement  of  international  rights  in  waters  of .  245 
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McKean,  William  W. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels .  188, 221, 238, 252,  261 

General  affairs  of .  187, 190, 212, 217, 232, 235,  239 

Florida,  Schooner,  and  Southport,  British  bark.  Information  con¬ 
cerning  .  237 

Galveston,  Tex.  Blockade  of .  9,29,131 

Gipsey,  Yacht.  Capture  of,  December  28,  1861  .  21 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels . 1  71 

General  affairs  of .  3-5,  23-26,  39-42,  90, 118 

Islade  Cuba,  Spanish  steamer.  Boarding  of,  May  1,  1862 .  226 

J.  W.  Wilder,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  20,  1862 .  57 

Labuan,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  February  1,  1862.... .  99 

Lizzie  Weston,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  19,  1861 .  54 

Magnolia,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  February  19,  1862 .  142, 144, 145, 148, 149 

Escape  of,  from  Mississippi  River .  200 

Major  Barbour,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  28,  1862 .  88 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Capture  of  small  craft  in .  147 

Operations  in .  5 

Mobile,  Ala.  Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville  and  Confed¬ 
erate  steamer  Florida  off,  December  24,  1861 .  24 

Phelps,  J.  W.  Proclamation  of . , .  17 

Prizes.  Disposition  of .  70 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  TJ.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  251 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship.  Conversion  of,  into  store  and  hospital  ship.  252 

Star,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  8,  1862 .  127 

Swan,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  May  24,  1862 .  244 

Water  Witch  and  Mohawk,  U.  S.  steamers.  Movements  of .  200 

Special  orders .  124, 125, 181 

McKenney,  W.  H.  Mentioned . .  701 

McKinstry,  James  P.  Mentioned .  315 

McKnight, - .  Mentioned .  573 

McLaughlin,  Augustus. 

Correspondence  with  C.  ap  R.  Jones .  868 

Mentioned .  873,874 

Report  of  accident  on  board  of  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee .  868-872 

McLean,  D.  D.  Mentioned .  598 

McLean,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  697  699 

McLean,  William  H.  Mentioned .  379 

McLennan,  John.  Mentioned .  182 

McLennan,  Roderick.  Mentioned .  754 

McLeod,  Norman. 

Mentioned . g4g 

Report  of  destruction  of  salt  works  on  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida,  Decem¬ 
ber  30, 1863 .  619 

McMahan,  George  W.  Mentioned .  173 

McManus,  Owen.  Mentioned .  394 

McMillen,  Richard.  Mentioned .  55 

McNeal,  Mr.  Mentioned .  804 

McNeil,  J.  J.  See  J.  J.  McNeil,  Schooner. 
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Macomber,  James  H.  Mentioned .  744,  745,  748 

McRae,  C.  S.  S. 

Armament  of .  453 

Mentioned .  94,  455 

McRae,  Colin  J.  Correspondence  with  Zantzinger. . . . .  153 

McRae,  Fannie.  See  Fannie  McRae,  British  schooner. 

McRae,  John  J.  Mentioned . . . .  455 

McRee,  Fort.  See  Fort  McRee,  Fla. 

Madge,  Master.  Mentioned . 339 

Madge.  See  General  Finegan,  Sloop. 

Madigan,  John.  Mentioned .  91,99,119,829 

Madrazo,  Gaspar.  Mentioned .  93, 95 

Madrid,  Spain,  Charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States  at.  Mentioned..  526 
Maffitt,  John  N.  Mentioned .  306 

Magee,  James.  See  Mobile,  Ala.,  British  consular  officers  at. 

Maggie  Fulton,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  8,  1863 . . . . .  411,412 

Mentioned . 416 

Magicienne,  British  brig.  Mentioned . 401,402 

MaGill,  William  J.  Mentioned . . .  701 

Magnolia,*  Confederate  steamer. 

Capture  of,  February  19,  1862 . . .  137, 146, 148 

Mentioned .  125, 149, 159, 189, 190,  200,  201,  212 

Magnolia,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  16,  1863 .  609, 610 

Magnolia,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . .  337,  339, 440,  729,  755,  756 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned .  298,  300,  306,  312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  328,  332-334,  343, 

350-352,  361,  366,  378,  379,  385,  390,  396, 400, 414, 427,  429, 431, 434, 449- 
452,  458,  459,  461,  463,  464,  467,  472,  478,  480,  481,  484,  499,  502,  524,  526, 
722,  726,  731,  733,  739,  743,  746,  747,  751,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786, 
788,  789,  796,  805,  809,  812,  815,  816,  823,  826,  830,  832,  833,  837,  844, 851 

Orders  for  movements . . .  272,  295,  302,  332,  395,  687 

Qualities  and  condition  of . .  492 

Magruder,  John  B.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . . .  153 

Maguire,  B.  F.  Mentioned .  466 

Maguire,  Hugh.  Mentioned . - .  370 

Mahaska,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  madeby... . 810,811 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned . .  786, 809-816,  818, 823, 826, 829, 830, 833,  837,  844, 847, 856, 859 

Movements  of .  806 

Mahoney,  Cain.  Mentioned .  700 

Mail,  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  October  15,  1863  . .  568-570 

Mentioned . . .  585,  608 

Mail, f  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  750 

Major  Barbour,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  28,  1862 . — .  88, 89 

Mentioned .  53, 118 

Maires,  Richard.  Mentioned . 580 


♦Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia. 


f  Or  Susanna. 
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Makin,  John.  Mentioned . - .  624 

Malcolm,  George  J.  Mentioned .  114 

Mallory,  Charles  K. ,  jr.  Mentioned .  475,868-870 

Mallory,  S.  It.  See  S.  R.  Mallory,  Ship. 

Mallory,  Stephen  It.  See  Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  S.;  also  Navy  Department, 

c.  s. 

Mallory,  William.  See  William  Mallory,  Schooner. 

Malone,  Ed.  Mentioned .  700 

Manassas,  C.  S.  ram. 

Appearance  of,  in  Pass  a  l’Outre,  Mississippi  River,  January  1,  1862.  30-33, 40, 91 

Armament  of .  163 

Manatee  Itiver,  Florida.  Captures  made  in . 491,804 

Manderson,  Andrew.  See  Andrew  Manderson,  Bark. 

Mangham,  George.  See  George  Mangham,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Marcy,  Samuel. 

Death  of . .  76,78,79 

Mentioned .  91 

Margaret,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  1,  1863  .  362 

Margaret,*  Sloop.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 .  121, 122, 148, 149 

Maria,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  12,  1862  .  327 

Maria,|  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  30,  1862 .  230,  231 

Mentioned . 239 

Maria,  Lady.  See  Lady  Maria,  Schooner. 

Maria  A.  Wood,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  3,48,54,66,71,99 

Maria  Alberta,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  27,  1863 .  591, 592 

Maria  Louise,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of .  624 

Marianna,  Steamer.  Mentioned. .  120,701,775 

Marigold,  IT.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  564  823 

Firing  upon  British  merchant  vessel  Belle,  off  Havana,  Cuba .  706 

Mentioned . . . .  524 

526, 527,  531,  555, 560,  567,  583, 588,  592,  604, 619,  626,  641,  652,  660, 667, 
675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  738,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755,  761,  762, 

766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  826,  830,  833,  837,  844,  856,  859 

Orders  for  movements .  476, 516, 517,  554 

Marion,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned .  48, 56,  71, 188, 221,  235,  238, 245,  246,  252 

Operations  off  Apalachicola,  Fla .  120 

Orders  for  movements .  197 

Marks,  Master.  Mentioned  . 52 

Marr,  Master.  Mentioned .  262 

Mars,  Master.  Mentioned . 120 

Marshall,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  462  498  499 

Marsh’s  Island,  Florida. 

Destruction  of  fishery  on.  Report  of  C.  K.  Stribling .  767 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on.  See  St.  Marks  River  and  Marsh’s  Island, 
Apalachee  Bay. 

Martha  Jane,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  20,  1863 .  579 

Martin,  Master.  Mentioned . g 

Martin,  John.  Mentioned .  357  353 

Martin,  Pat.  Mentioned .  g04 


*  Also  known  as  William  Henry.  f  Formerly  Sally  Rose. 
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Martin,  Thomas.  Mentioned . . .  07g 


Martine,  William  L. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck .  702 

Mentioned . .  23 

419,  713,  722,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  796,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833,  836,  844 

Reports  of. 

Florida  and  Annie,  Sloops.  Capture  of,  April  11,  1865 .  834 

Last  Resort,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  June  30,  1864  .  726,  730 

Major  Barbour,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  28,  1862 .  88 

Roebuck,  U.  S.  bark.  Yellow  fever  on . .  761 

Suffren,  French  corvette.  Attempt  to  determine  character  of _  420 

Terrapin,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  10,  1864 .  729 

Martinez,  Francisco.  Mentioned . . .  34 

Marvin,  William.  Mentioned -  274,  283,  333,  376,  461,  474, 492,  493,  508,  511,  514 

For  correspondence,  see  Key  West,  U.  S.  district  judge  at. 

Mary,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  16,  1865  . .' . .  827 

Mary,  British  sloop. 

Capture  of,  January  19,  1864  .  633 

Loss  of,  January  22, 1864 . . . .  637 

Mentioned . .  638,791 

Mary,  Schooner.  Mentioned.. . . .  213 

Mary  Ann,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  616 

Mary  C.  Harris,  Pilot  boat.  Mentioned . _• .  405 

Mary  Davis,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . .  44 

Mary  Ella,*  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213,  292, 301 

Mary  Ellen,  Bark.  Mentioned . .  213 

Mary  Hill,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  171-175 

Orders  for  movements .  154, 163 

Mary  Jane,  British  schooner.  Destruction  of,  June  18,  1863 .  477 

Mary  Kingsland,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  126 

Mary  Nevis,  Sloop. 

.Capture  of,  January  25,  1862  . 66-69,84-86 

Destruction  of . 133 

Mary  of  Liverpool,  Bark.  Mentioned .  214 

Mary  Olivia,  Sloop.  Capture  and  destruction  of .  202, 204,  205 

Mashon,  Charles.  Mentioned .  681 

Maslin,  George  W.  Mentioned .  631,632 

Mason,  (?)  Confederate  gunboat.  Mentioned . . .  91 

Mason,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . 76,194 

Mason,  Charles  M.  Mentioned . 171 

Mason,  James  M.  Mentioned . 280 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  18,  24,  26-28,  34,  41, 42,  56,  71 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound .  27 

Matagorda,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  September  10,  1864 . . .  755,  756 

Mentioned .  91, 159, 213, 447 

Matagorda  Bay,  Texas.  Protection  of  entrance  of. 

Communications  from  Dan.  D.  Shea . 167 

Order  of  W.  W.  Hunter . . .  169 


*  See  also  Orion,  British  schooner. 
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Matamoras,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  38 

Matamoras,  Mexico.  Operations  of  blockade  runners  at.  See  Rio  Grande, 

Texas  and  Mexico. 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  British,  consular  officers  at. 

Correspondence  with  British  consul-general  at  Havana,  Cuba .  109 

Mentioned . . .  109, 111-113, 459 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  Spanish  consular  officer  at.  Mentioned . 94,111 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  TJ.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  459 

Matanzas,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  422 

Matanzas  Inlet,  Florida.  Captures  made  in .  685 

Matchless,  U.  S.  Army  schooner. 

Mentioned . . .  513,  620,  621,  801 

Search  for . 491 

Mathews,  W.  J.  Mentioned .  516 

Matilda,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  613 

Matthew  Vassar,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  805,  8'09 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla, 

Mentioned .  786,  796,  812,  816,  823,  826,  830,  833,  837,  844,  856,  859 

Orders  for  movements . . .  779 

Mattie,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  13, 1863 .  413 

Maury,  Henry.  Mentioned .  26 

Maxwell,  J.  A.  Mentioned .  257,  259 

May,  Master.  Mentioned .  121 

May,  George.  Mentioned .  864,  871 

May,  It.  G.  Mentioned .  701 

May,  Robert  L.  Mentioned .  236 

Mayflower,  Confederate  steamer.  Capture  of,  January  14,  1864 .  703 

Mayo,  Henry.  Mentioned .  87 

Mayo,  William  K. 

Mentioned . .  484,  515,  674 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate  steamer  Alabama,  September  12, 

1863 . 550,551 

Mazalina,  Pilot.  Mentioned . 636 

Meade,  John.  Mentioned .  495 

Meade,  Richard  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consul .  .  791,  792 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  796 

State  Department,  ,U.  S .  793 

Court-martial  of.  See  San  Jacinto,  V.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  January  1, 1865. 

Mentioned .  777,  779,  782,  786,  788-790,  794,  795 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  January  1, 1865 .  787,  792,  793 

Medavis,  Frank.  Mentioned .  701 

Medea,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned . .  792,  794 

Melita,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

Melpomene,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  .  304,  305 

Melson,  William  H.  Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard,  June 

29,  1862 .  290 

Memphis,  Steamer.  Failure  to  search .  298-301,  307 

Menard,  Medard.  Mentioned .  173;  174 
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Mendall,  John  T.  „ 

Pa^e. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard .  359 

Mentioned . _ .  405 

Menendez,  Francois.  Mentioned .  337 

Memnonium  Sanford,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  332 

Mercedita,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  76-78 

Boarding  of  Spanish  steamer  Isla  de  Cuba,  May  1,  1862 .  226,  227 

Captures  made  by .  137-146,220  289 

Mentioned .  33,  35,  36,  39-41, 56,  66,  71,  92,  96, 129, 187, 

188, 196,  213,  221,  232,  233,  238,  252,  261,  268,  288,  293,  297,  306,  312,  315 

Operations  off  Apalachicola,  Fla . 193-195,201-205 

Orders  for  movements .  .  495  212 

Mercer,  William  T.  Mentioned .  707 

Mercier,  Henri.  See  French  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

Merlin,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 564 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  727 

Mentioned . . . .  726-728,  731,  738,  746,  796,  824 

Orders  for  movements . 537 

Mersey,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  26,  1862  . . .  230 

Mentioned . 239 

Meslier,  Mr.  Mentioned . . .  62  63 

Messina,  Antonio.  Mentioned .  421 

Meteor,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  30,  1863  .  580-582 

Metropolis,  "Wbstern.  S6e  Western  Metropolis,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Meturin  Cor,  French  ship.  Mentioned .  214 

Mexico.  Protection  of  American  interests  in . - .  39 

Mexico,  Ship.  Mentioned . ’ .  459 

Mexico,  U.  S.  minister  to.  Mentioned . 39 

Meyer,  Thies  N.  Mentioned . go 

Meyers,  James.  Mentioned . 604,605,610 

Michalena,  Jerome.  Mentioned .  81 

Middleton,  William  H.  See  William  H.  Middleton,  Sloop. 

Midnight,  U.  S.  bark. 

Boat  expedition  from,  in  Apalachicola  River,  Florida,  January  16-29, 

1865 .  797-800 

Bombardment  of  Confederate  batteries  at  Pass  Cavallo  and  Velasco, 

Texas,  by,  January  11  and  18,  1862 . 79 

Destruction  of  salt  works  by  boat  expedition  from,  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay, 

Florida — 

November  30,  1864 . 780 

February  1-4,  1865  . 811 

Mentioned .  7,  37, 43,  56,  71,  ioi,  105, 107, 108, 130, 179,  758,  766, 

772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833,  837,  844,  856, 859 

Operations  off  coast  of  Texas .  6 

Orders  for  movements .  36,  753,  755 

Milan,  H.  I.  M.  S. 

Collision  of,  with  TJ.  S.  S.  De  Soto . .  22, 23,  25,  30 

Mentioned .  40,96,97,117 

Miller,  Mr.  Mentioned .  195,203,204 


*  Formerly  Elizabeth 
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Miller,  Edward  Walbet.  Mentioned .  .  104 

Millingen, - .  Mentioned .  700 

Millor,  Victor.  Mentioned . — . .  89 

Milne,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  117,280,418 

Milton,  John.  See  Florida,  Governor  of. 

Milton,  William  H.  Mentioned .  599 

Miner,  William  T.  See  Havana,,  Cuba,,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Minho,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  .  214,234 

Minna,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  214, 237,  241 

Minnerly,  Charles.  Mentioned .  408 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  627 

Minnie,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  15,  1864 .  627 

Minnie,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of,  April  6, 1863 .  411,430 

Minor,  George. 

Correspondence  with  R.  D.  Minor . .  162 

Mentioned .  864 

Minor,  Robert  D. 

Correspondence  with  George  Minor .  162 

Reports  of  armament  and  crew  of  C.  S.  S.  Chattahoochee .  864,  865 

Miramon,  General.  See  General  Miramon,  Steamer. 

Miriam,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  27, 1864. . .  689 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River . 30-32 

Mentioned .  26, 40,  41,  71,  91,  99 

Orders  for  movements .  35 

Mississippi  River. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

McKean,  W.  W .  35,87,92,222 

Navy  Department,  IT.  S .  189 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  22 

Craven,  T.  T .  129 

McKean,  W.  W .  127,200 

Nichols,  Ed.  T . . .  119 

Captures  made  off .  72-79, 137-146, 148, 556 

Confederate  vessels  in.  Communications  from  XT.  S.  consul-general  at 

Havana,  Cuba .  91 

Operations  in.  Request  of  D.  D.  Porter  for  assistance .  232, 233 

See  also  New  Orleans,  La. 

See  also  Pass  d  V  Outre. 

Mississippi  Sound. 

Captures  made  in .  21  147 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from  William  W.  McKean .  5 

Orders  of  Franklin  Buchanan .  557 

Reports  of 

Chandler,  Ralph .  552 

McKean,  William  W .  5 

Smith,  Melancton . 27 

See  also  Biloxi,  Miss.;  also  Ship  Island,  Miss. 

Mississippian,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  May  19,  1864 .  445 

Mentioned .  45Q 
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Mist,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  775 

Mitchell,  Master.  Mentioned .  214 

Mitchell,  John  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Dozier,  IV.  G . . .  .  jgg 

Gift,  G.  W . 867,873 

Mentioned .  7g2  165 

Mitchell,  John  R.  Mentioned . . . . . . . . 797  799 

Mitchell,  Thomas.  Mentioned . . . . . .  194 

Mitchell,  Thomas  Li.  Mentioned . . . . .  121 

Mobile,  C.  S.  S. 

Armament  of . 453 

Mentioned . . .  28,  33,  72, 97 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bailey,  T . . .  449,  724 

McKean,  W.  W .  92, 147 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  70 

Report  of  L.  M.  Powell .  46 

Captures  made  off .  57-66,  82, 83, 137-146, 148, 436 

Confederate  operations  in  vicinity  of.  Report  of  L.  M.  Powell .  26 

Defense  of.  Order  of  War  Department,  C.  S .  169 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville  and  Confederate  steamer  Florida 
off,  December  24,  1861. 

Extract  from  Richmond  Dispatch .  13 

Reports  of 

McKean,  W.  W .  24 

Powell,  L.  M . . .  11, 12 

Price,  Cicero .  11 

Proposed  attack  upon. 

Communications  from 

Bailey,  T .  672 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  656 

Request  of  T.  Bailey  for  orders  to  participate  in .  653 

See  also  Fort  Morgan,  Ala. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  British  consular  officers  at. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  William  W . _ .  63 

Powell,  L.  M . .  62 

Mentioned . . .  57, 64 

Mobley,  C.  J.  Mentioned .  573,  577 

Model,  American  brig. 

Mentioned . 301 

Seizure  and  release  of .  269,  270 

Modern  Greece,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  214 

Mohawk,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  24,26,69,71,149,188 

Movements  of .  200 

Mohe,  Frederick.  Mentioned . 853 

Molloy,  William  C. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  Ariel .  335 

Mentioned . .  343, 353 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Good  Luck,  January  6,  1863  .  346 
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Monk,  Hamilton.  Mentioned .  701 

Montague,  James  P.  *  Mentioned _  561,  585,  591,  625,  709,  763,  766,  772,  777,  780 

Montgomery,!  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  September  13,  1863 . . . .  552 

Mentioned . 531 

Montgomery,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  130 

Condition  of .  131 

Jouett,  Janies  E.,  appointed  to  command .  24 

Mentioned .  29,  56,  72,  98, 179 

Orders  for  movements .  71 

Montgomery,  James  E.  Mentioned .  161 

Montgomery,  John  B.  See  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass.,  Commandant  of. 

Moody,  George.  Mentioned .  700 

Mooney,  James.  Mentioned . 390,393,394 

Mooney,  John.  Mentioned .  545 

Moore,  Mr.  Mentioned . .  631 

Moore,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  292,  293 

Moore,  Governor.  See  Governor  Moore,  C.  S.  S. 

Moore,  Thomas  O.  See  Louisiana,  Governor  of. 

Moore,  William.  Mentioned .  869 

Morey,  D.  Montaner  y.  Mentioned .  89 

Morgan,  Charles.  See  Charles  Morgan,  Steamer. 

Morgan,  Fanny.  See  Fanny  Morgan,  Confederate  dispatch  boat. 

Morgan,  Fort.  See  Fort  Morgan,  Ala. 

Morgan,  Fort.  See  Fort  Morgan,  U.  S.  S. 

Morgan,  John.  Mentioned .  384 

Morgan,  Jos.  S. 

Orders  of,  for  removal  of  citizens  from  Key  West,  Fla .  377 

Request  of  Theodorus  Bailey  for  removal  of,  from  command  at  Key  West, 

Fla .  376,377 

Rescinding  of  orders  of,  for  removal  of  citizens  from  Key  West,  Fla .  378 

Morgan,  L.  J.  Mentioned . . .  655,  660 

Morino,  J.  Mentioned .  872 

Morris,  Edward.  Mentioned  .  291 

Morris,  George  TJ. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  565 

Van  Slyck,  E .  443,  447 

Mentioned .  320, 324,  326, 328,  334, 343,  352,  355,  361,  366,  378,  385, 400, 414, 

431, 440, 444, 453, 455, 456, 459, 468, 472, 494, 502,  524,  529,  531,  554,  560 
Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla. 

Capture  of  cotton  at,  April  20,  1863  .  421 

Expedition  to,  July  16,  1863  .  503 

Chattahoochee,  C.  S.  S.  Accident  on  board  of .  474 

Columbus,  Ga.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of .  432 

Fashion,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  24,  1863 .  447,  448 

St.  George’s  Sound,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  near,  October 

2,  1863  .  562 

Morris,  Henry  W.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  54 


*  Found  also  as  James  A.  Montague.  f  Formerly  Habanero. 
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Morris,  William.  Mentioned .  554,560,568,583,588,592 

Morse,  Ella.  See  Ella  Morse,  Steamer. 

Morse,  John  O.  Mentioned .  60 

Morse,  La  Roy  F.  Mentioned . . .  695 

Moses,  C.  Lee.  Mentioned .  465 

Mosman,  D.  Frank. 

Mentioned . .  307,313 

Reports  of. 

Corelia,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  August  23,  1862  .  301 

Union,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  August  25,  1862 .  304 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.  Captures  made  off . . .  666 

See  also  Indian  River  and  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

Mott,  Richard.  Mentioned .  516 

Muir,  Master.  Mentioned . _ . . . .  214 

Muldaur,  Alonzo  W.  Mentioned . . . .  231,300 

Mulholland,  John.  Mentioned . _ . . .  613 

Munnerlyn,  Steamer.  Mentioned . _ .  120,775,865,868 

Murphy,  Daniel  S.  Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Rosita,  January 

28,1864 . 638 

Murphy,  George.  Mentioned . _ . . .  486 

Murphy,  James.  Mentioned .  700 

Murphy,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned . . .  821 

Murray,  Anthony.  Mentioned . . . . . . . . .  697, 699 

Murray,  Hugh.  Mentioned . 516 

Murray,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  573-575 

Muscogee,  C.  S.- ironclad.  Mentioned . . .  774,871,872 

Muscoota,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  856,859 

Orders  for  movements . - .  841,  842 

Myacca  River,  Florida.  Expedition  to,  December  24—30,  1863. 

Communications  from  T.  Bailey .  614 

Reports  of 

Baxter,  I.  B .  610 

Coffin,  Peter  F .  613 

Jenks,  J.  H . . .  611 

Myers,  Fort.  See  Fort  Myers,  Fla. 

Myhan,  Charles.  Mentioned .  486 

Myrick,  John  T.  Mentioned .  631,638 

Mystic  Valley,  Schooner.  Mentioned. . . . —  191 

N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned .  856 

Nan  Nan.  See  Little  Lily,  Steamer. 

Nantes,  France,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  808 

Naomi,  Sloop.  Mentioned . - . - .  214 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  213,215,230,239,241 

Search  for .  212 

Nassau,  New  Providence.  Blockade  runners  at . .  294,298,303 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  Colonial  secretary.  Correspondence  with 

Pinder,  W.  H . 840 

U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence . . .  841 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  Governor  of.  Mentioned . . .  304 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  TJ.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Agreement  with  Henry  N.  Farr  for  conveying  officers,  crew,  etc.,  of 

wrecked  storeship  Courier  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C .  721 
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Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  J.  A . - .  721 

Meade,  R.  W . - .  791,  792 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  Colonial  secretary . . . . . .  841 

Stribling,  C.  K . ^ . .  835,  839 

Mentioned .  237,  239,  305,  324,  720,  721,  751,  791,  793,  838,  839 

National  Guard,  U.  S.  ship. 

Hays,  William,  ordered  to  relieve  J.  H.  Hodgdon  of  command .  192 

Mentioned  ....  188,  225,  236,  238,  242-244,  252,  261,  268,  288,  294, 298,  307,  313,  315 

Movements  of .  692 

Natural  Bridge,  Fla.  Battle  at.  See  St.  Maries,  Fla.  Joint  operations  in 
vicinity  of,  February  23  to  March  7,  1865. 

Naval  station,  New  Orleans,  Commandant  of.  General  order  of .  168 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Beall,  Lloyd  J .  151 

Gift,  George  W . . .  866,  867,  873,  874 

Nichols,  David . . . 557 

War  Department,  C.  S .  16,151 

Secretary  of.  Mentioned . .  151, 156, 160,  280,  644,  697,  838,  853,  870,  871 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Charges  and  specifications,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade . . .  794 

Correspondence  with 

Armstrong,  J.  F . 665 

Bailey,  Theodoras .  72,  325,  326,  331-334,  336, 

339,  347,  351-356,  358,  360,  361,  364,  365,  367-369,  376,  378,  379,  381-383, 
386,  389,  390,  397,  400-403, 409,  418,  426-428, 431, 434-438, 440,  450, 451, 
458, 464, 465,  467,  473, 481,  485, 486,  489,  492, 493,  504,  511,  514,  523,  526, 
530,  537,  539, 548, 549, 556,  570,  584,  593,  601,  603, 605,  607,  609,  621,  630, 
634,  639,  640, 643,  646,  648,  652-654,  656,  661,  675,  676,  681,  691,  696,  697, 
703-706,  708,  712,  713,  722,  724,  726,  729,  731,  733,  737,  739,  741,  753,  769 

Baxter,  I.  B .  340,  383, 411, 416, 525, 545 

Bigelow,  George  A . . . . .  322,  324 

Blake,  H  C . 319 

Braine,  D.  L . • .  645 

Brasher,  T.  M . 129 

Browne,  G.  W . . . .- . . .  533 

Browne,  W.  R .  827 

Budd,  William . 272,295,582 

Burgess,  Francis .  564, 586,  627,  641,  645 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B .  142 

Cate,  David . 184,415 

Chandler,  R .  551, 555, 569,  609, 616 

Chase,  Charles  T .  683,  692 

Cheesman,  William  S .  687,  729,  756 

Coffin,  Peter  F .  716 

Condry,  Dennis .  210 

Conroy,  Edward . 853 

Couthouy,  Joseph  P .  93, 181,  323, 441 

Craven,  Thomas  T . . .  47, 137, 145, 146 

Cressy,  W.  K .  476 

Crocker,  Frederick . 327 

Crosman,  A.  F . 344,347,348,367 
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Correspondence  with 

Dewhurst,  George .  137 

Donaldson,  Edward .  . 121 

Dozier,  W.  G . . . _ .  150 

Eagle,  Henry . 86 

Eaton,  William  B .  330 

Eldredge,  William  J . 748 

English,  E .  199,  231,  262,  265,  328,  329,  335,  349,  359,  373,  382,  423, 479,  532 

Fales,  William . 564 

Farragut,  D.  G .  31,108,179,189,269,382,465,505 

Fleming,  Gharles  E . .  717,  806 

Frailev,  J.  M .  239,  240,  270,  271,  273,  277,  292,  298,  300,  307 

Freeman,  S.  N . . . .  304,  305 

French,  Charles  A .  804 

Gibson,  William .  806,811 

Goodwin,  Nathaniel . 196 

Gould,  A.  N . 568 

Gray,  S.  C .  720,  721 

,  Greene,  Theodore  P _  711,  740-744,  746,  749,  751,  754,  755,  760,  762,  763,  771 

Hamlin,  John  C . . 463 

Handy,  R . . .  752,  754 

Harris,  Thomas  R . _ . .  579 

Healy,  E.  C . 679,685,703 

Hill,  G.  E . 805 

Hooper,  Q.  A . . . . 657 

Howell,  J.  C . 126,309 

Hughes,  A.  K . 183 

Key  West,  Fla. ,  British  vice-consul  at .  320 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Prize  commissioner  at . . .  711,  770 

Key  West,  Fla.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at .  279 

Lardner,  James  L .  242,  254,  261,  263,  264,  266,  268,  269,  274,  279,  286, 

288,  290,  292-295,  297,  298,  303,  306,  308,  309,  311-316,  319,  320,  323-328 

Leinas,  G.  H .  771 

Loring,  3d,  Charles  G .  781 

Lynch,  D . 302 

McCauley,  E.  Y .  228,  377,  395,  445, 462,  481,  483,  512,  526 

McDougal,  C.  J .  518,  629,  756,  769 

McKean,  William  W .  3-5, 9, 10, 17, 21, 23, 29, 35,  38,  39, 47, 54, 

56,  57,  69,  70,  88,  90,  99,116,118,125, 127, 131, 134, 142, 
144, 147, 148, 187, 189, 190,  200,  210-212,  217,  218,  226, 
228,  232,  235,  237-239,  242,  244,  245,  251,  252,  264,  522 

Martine,  William  L . . .  726,  729,  761, 808,  834 

Mayo,  W.  K .  550, 551 

Meade,  R.  W .  787,  796 

Molloy,  W.  C .  346 

Morris,  George  U . .  447,  503 

Morris,  H.  W .  54 

Mosman,  D.  Frank . - .  301,  304 

Murphy,  D.  S . - . - .  638 

Navy  yard,  Boston,  Mass.,  Commandant  of .  84,  329,  592,  779,  785,  827 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant .  464,  715,  787 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Commandant .  755 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  II.,  Commandant .  .  752,757 
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Correspondence  with 

Newcomb,  H.  S .  302,  331 

Nickerson,  Luther . .  379,  476,  720,  724,  727 

Owens,  A.  A . _ .  546 

Partridge,  L.  II . 476 

Pennell,  I.  A . 394 

Pickering,  C.  VV . 42 

Potter,  Charles . . . . .  337,  339,  589 

Quackenbush,  S.  I5 . . . .  742 

Randall,  William  P .  267,478,  832 

Ransom,  G.  M . . . .  841 

Read,  A . _  _ . _ .  21 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B. . . . . . .  296,  311 

Rockwell,  C.  H . . . 716,  803 

Rogers,  John  A . 196 

Rogers,  W.  C . 260,  288,  291,  327,  335,  384, 411, 413, 438,  443,  766,  829 

Rogers,  W.  P . . . .  . . . . .  687 

Ronckendorff,  William . . 296 

Russell,  James  J . . . .  802,  824,  828 

Schenck,  James  Findlay .  227,346,411 

Sears,  Cyrus . .. . .  601,  623,  626,  668,  689 

Semmes,  A.  A . 351,362,439,464,477,491 

Sheldon,  W.  B .  810 

Sherrill,  John .  303,  386, 433, 525,  603,  606,  623,  632,  633,  659,  660,  825 

Shufeldt,  R.  W .  679,  715,  725,  753,  815,  822 

Smith,  J.W . _ .  713 

Smith,  R.  B . 771,776 

State  Department,  TJ.  S .  116, 117, 249,  250, 415,  426, 446, 478,  644,  763,  793 

Stearns,  David . 267 

Stellwagen,  H.  S  . . . .  289 

Stites,  T . 543 

Stodder,  L.  N .  490,523,778 

Stribling,  Cornelius  K .  757,  763-769,  772,  775,  777-783,  785,  786, 

788-790,  796,  797,  800-802,  805,  807-815,  821-838,  841-845,  847,  849-862 

Swartwout,  Samuel . . . . _  33 

Temp]  e,  W  illiam  G . . . . .' _  _  333 

Thacher,  Oliver . 734 

Thatcher,  H.  K . 335 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S . 447 

Truxtun,  W.  T .  343 

Turner,  E.  S .  443 

Van  Sice,  E . .  449)  458j  467)  543)  615;  695 

Voorhees,  L.  I).  D . 342 

Walker,  W.M . . . I!!”".”.".!”!."”".”! .  88 

421-423, 438, 442, 446, 490, 504, 509, 532,  533,  538,  539,  556,  557 
Walsh,  J.  C . _  _  ___  m 

War  Department,  XJ.  S .  334 

Wells,  J.  C . 750 

Werden,  R . . . .  _  7gg 

Willcomb,  Charles  L .  322,  396, 461,  628 

Williamson,  J.  C . . • .  273 

Wmn,  Jos .  183,  185j  234,  262 

Winslow,  Francis .  64,  200,  229,  269 

Wold,  Lauritz . .  773 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S.—  Continued.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

Woodhull,  M .  gQg 

Woods,  D.  C . ’ .  704 

Zeller,  Theodore .  700 

Zerega,  Alfred  L.  B . .  501 

Secretary  of.  Mentioned .  14,  39,  43, 115, 275,  314,  336,  342,  353, 357, 

412,  505,  520,  530,  565,  566,  590,  600,  669,  702,  715,  723,  732,  740,  787,  853 
Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass. ,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S . . .  84,  329, 592,  779,  785,  827 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S .  464,715,787 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  755 

Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  752  757 

Nellie,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  213,215,239  241 

Nelms,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  gg2 

Nelson,  George  E.  Mentioned .  796,  810,  823,  826,  831,  833,  837,  845 

Neptuna,  H.  C.  M.  S.  Mentioned . . . . .  428 

Neptune,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . . . .  156, 170-175 

Orders  for  movements . . .  152;  163 

Neptune,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 575 

Neptune,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  6,  1864  .  694,695 

Neptune,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of . .  755 

Mentioned . 757,758,772,777 

Nereus,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  839,  840 

Nesbit,  Charles  R.  See  Nassau,  New  Providence,  Colonial  secretary. 

Neutrality.  Order  of  Navy  Department  regarding . . . 753,  759 

Neutrality,  British.  See  Affair  of  the  British  steamer  Adela,  captured  July  7, 

1862,  pp.  273-286;  also  (Juba,  Firing  upon  British  schooner  Ur  earn, 
off  coast  of,  April  28,  1863;  also  Inagua,  Correspondence  regarding 
United  States  vessels  at;  also  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Neutrality,  French.  See  Suffren,  French  corvette,  Attempt  of  U.  S.  S.  De 
Soto  to  determine  character  of. 

Neutrality,  Mexican.  See  Capture  of  steamer  Labuan,  off  mouth  of  Rio 
Grande,  pp.  99-115. 

Neutrality,  Spanish.  See  Cuba,  Correspondence  regarding  infringement  of 
international  rights  in  waters  off  also  Cuba,  Firing  upon  British 
schooner  Dream,  off  coast  of,  April  28,  1863;  also  Firing  upon 
British  merchant  vessel  Belle,  off  Havana,  Cuba,  p.  706;  also 
Havana,  Cuba. 

Nevis,  Mary.  See  Mary  Nevis,  Sloop. 

Newcastle,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  11,  1862 .  238 

Newcomb,  Henry  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  395,  563 

Boyle,  John .  440, 480 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  302 

Mentioned .  385, 400, 414, 431, 453, 459, 472, 502, 524,  568 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  brig  Perry  at  Key  West,  Fla .  331 

New  Island,  Schooner.  Capture  and  destruction  of .  202, 204, 205 
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New  London,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Captures  made  by . - . - .  21 

Mentioned . . . - .  13,  28,  40, 41,  42,  56,  71, 179 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound . . .  21,34,147,148 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Armament  of  Confederate  gunboats  in  vicinity  of .  163 

Confederate  vessels  at . . . .  159 

Correspondence  regarding  removal  of  French  subjects  from . :  _ .  25, 

30,  40,  96,115-117,118,130 

Defense  of. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  C.  S . .  151 

General  order  of  commandant  naval  station . . .  168 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Hollins,  George  N . . .  149, 155, 164, 165 

Minor,  George . . .  162 

War  Department,  C.  S . . . . . .  151, 159, 160, 164 

Deports  of  M.  Lovell . . .  159 

Military  control  of  navigable  waters  near.  Report  of  M.  Lovell  regarding.  155 

Operations  against.  Request  of  D.  D.  Porter  for  assistance .  232,233 

Traffic  in  cotton  at . . . .  436-438 

New  Orleans,  La.,  British  consular  officers  at. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey . . .  75 

Mentioned . . . . .  74 

New  Orleans,  La.,  French  consular  officer  at.  Mentioned .  96 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Spanish  consular  officer  at.  Mentioned .  143 

New  Orleans  Battery,  C.  S.  gunboat.  Armament  of. .. , .  163 

New  Smyrna,  Fla.  Attack  upon  and  capture  of  sloop  Clara  Louisa  and 
schooners  Southern  Rights,  Shot,  and  Ann.  Report  of  Earl 

English . 529 

Newton,  Charles.  Mentioned .  256,  257 

Newton,  John. 

Correspondence  with  captain-general  of  Cuba . . .  847 

Mentioned .  812,  814,  819,  848,  850,  853 

Report  of  joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to 

March  7,  1865 .  815,820,821 

New  Year,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  26,  1863 .  423 

Mentioned . 495 

New  York,  Judge  of  TJ.  S.  district  court  of.  Mentioned .  95, 105, 106 

New  York,  U.  S.  marshal  at.  Mentioned .  334 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  25th,  349,  352. 

Infantry— Regiments:  90th,  376,  377;  110th,  698;  143d,  821;  156th,  332; 

161st,  856. 

Niagara,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  4 

Mentioned . .  3_5 

8, 9, 14, 17, 21, 23, 27, 29-31, 34,  35, 37,  39, 48, 53-58,  63,  70,  71,  78,  81-83* 
87,  88,  90,  92-94,  99,  102,  104,  115,  118,  119,  124,  125,  127,  128,  131, 
134, 142, 144, 146-148, 175, 181, 186-190, 192, 193, 195, 197-200,  205,  210- 
213,  217,  218,  220-222,  225,  226,  229,  232,  235-242,  244-246,  251-253,  261 

Movements  of .  264 

Orders  for  movements . 242 

Nichols,  Mr.  Mentioned . 4gg 
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Nichols,  David.  T>n_„ 

Correspondence  with 

Buchanan,  Franklin . 557 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 557 

Mentioned .  553 

Nichols,  E.  B. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  152,156 

Mentioned .  771 

Special  orders . 252 

Nichols,  Ed.  T. 

Mentioned . 35 

Report  of  blockade  of  Mississippi  River . _ .  119 

Nicholson,  Somerville.  Mentioned.. . 486,840 

Nickerson,  Luther. 

Death  of,  from  yellow  fever,  August  15,  1864 .  748 

Mentioned .  315,  321,  325,  326,  329,  334,  343,  353,  361,  366,  378,  385, 

400,  414, 431,  439,  459,  472,  502,  524,  531,  554,  560,  567,  583,  588,  592,  604, 
619,  626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743 

Reports  of. 

Charlotte  Harbor,  Florida.  Blockade  of .  381 

Henrietta,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  1,  1864... .  727 

James  S.  Chambers,  U.  S.  schooner.  Yellow  fever  on .  745 

Rebekah,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  18,  1863  . .  . . .  476 

Relampago,  Spanish  sloop,  and  Ida,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  4, 

1863  . . . 379 

Waccasassa  River,  Florida.  Capture  of  cotton  in .  720,  724 

Nightingale,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  46,47,56,722 

Nightingale,  Florence.  See  Florence  Nightingale,  Schooner. 

Nina,  British  sloop. 

Capture  of,  February  27,  1864 . . .  659 

Mentioned .  656,662 

Nita,*  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  August  17,  1863  .  534,  538 

Fitting  out  of . • .  603 

Mentioned .  531 

Purchase  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  549 

Nita,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  654,  680,  771 

Mentioned .  592,  602-604,  619,  626,  641,  652,  658,  660, 

667, 671,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  737,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755, 
762,  766,  772,  779,  780,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823,  826,  830,  833,  837,  845 

Reconnoissance  in  Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  November  12,  1864  .  775-777 

Smith,  Robert  B.,  appointed  to  command .  563 

Nixon,  Mr.  Mentioned . 799 

Nolan,  James.  Mentioned... . 148 

Norbery,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  185 

Norfolk  Packet,  U.  S.  schooner.  Captures  made  by,  March  11,  1864 .  666 

Northrup,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  123 

Norville,  Edward  J.  Mentioned .  665,674,675 

Nugent,  Christopher.  Mentioned .  485, 486,  519 

Nye,  Schooner.  Mentioned . - .  49 


♦Afterwards  U.  S.  S.  Nita. 
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O.  H.  Lee,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Page. 

Captures  made  by . - .  783-785 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned .  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786, 

796,  805,  807,  810,  812,  815,  816,  823,  824,  826,  831,  833,  837,  845,  856,  859 

Orders  for  movements . . . . .  763 

O.  K.,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  26,  1864 . . . . .  70S 

Oats,  L.  Mentioned  . . . .  700 

Ocklockonee  River,  Florida. 

Blockade  of.  Report  of  T.  Bailey . .  661 

Captures  made  off .  628,  629 

Destruction  of  fishery  in.  Reports  of 

Sherrill,  John . .  767 

Stribling,  C.  K . , .  767 

Destruction  of  schooner  Caroline  Gertrude  in,  December  28, 1863.  Report 

of  Charles  L.  Willcomb .  617 

Expedition  to,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  out  schooner  Onward,  March  20- 
23,  1863. 

Casualties . . 394 

Order  of  G.  E.  Welch . 391 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T . 390 

Hoffner,  R.  J . 391-393 

Welch;  G.  E . 391 

Expedition  in,  June  28,  1863.  Report  of  Charles  L.  Willcomb  ._ .  482 

Octavia,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  202,  204 

Octorara,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  375 

Mentioned .  310 

O’Donnell,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  572,573,576,577 

O’Donnell,  Neil.  Mentioned . 386,387 

Odum,  Alex.  Mentioned . 671 

Ohlmans,  L.  Mentioned .  633 

Oleander,  U.  S.  S.  Attack  upon  New  Smyrna,  Fla.,  July  28,  1863 .  529 

Olive,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  9  70  522 

Olive  Branch,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  21,  1862  .  66-69,  84-86 

Mentioned. .  Hg 

Oliver,  H.  F.  Mentioned . 700 

Oliver  S.  Breese,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  16,  f&63  .  440  441 

Oneida,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  355,361 

Orders  for  movements . .  353  359 

O’Neill,  James.  Mentioned .  317 

Onward,*  Schooner. 

Expedition  for  cutting  out  of,  March  20-23,  1863  .  390-394 

Mentioned .  ^oq 

Onward,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  405 

Onward,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  40i 

Oramoneta,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  18,  1864. .  685 

Oregon,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  28 


*Also  called  Emma. 
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Oreto,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

215,  237,  239,  241,  280,  306,  308,  310,  311,  355,  358,  359,  361,  367,  376,  425 

Oriental,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  070 

Orion,  f  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  24,  1862. .  .  292 

Mentioned .  30^ 

Orizaba,  J  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  159 

Oscar,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  1,  1864 .  092 

Ossipee,  U.  S.  S.  Captures  made  by .  505,  507,  510,511 

Ostrom,  Henry  J.  Mentioned . 37 

Owens,  A.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  546 

Mentioned .  554,  500,  507, 583 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Amaranth,  September  27,  1863 . . .  559 

Oxford,  John.  Mentioned .  030;  037 

Pacheco,  G.  F.  Correspondence  with  charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States 

to  Spain . . . . .  704 

Pacific,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 214 

Pacifique,  §  British  schooner.  Capture  of .  396)  397 

Pagan,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 421 

Page,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . . . . . 487,  488 

Page,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned . . . .  850 

Palmer,  Charles  F.  Mentioned . 657-659,  718,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805 

Palmer,  Henry.  Mentioned  . . . . . .  573  574 

Pamlico,  C.  S.  S. 

Armament  of .  163 

Mentioned . . .  28, 149, 155, 163-165, 169 

Pampero,  Schooner.  Mentioned  . . 13 

Pampero,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  199 

Para,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Attack  upon  New  Smyrna,  Fla.,  July  28, 1863.  529 

Park,  John.  Mentioned . 244 

Parker,  Mrs.  Mentioned . .  424,663 

Parker,  Refugee.  Mentioned . 797 

Parker,  Charles  T.  Mentioned . . .  424,  663 

Parker,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  523 

Parker,  James. 

Mentioned . 149,190 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Magnolia,  February  19, 1862  .  140 

Parkersville,  Tex. ,  British  consular  officer  at.  Mentioned .  182 

Parliament,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  291 

Parrott,  Enoch  G.  Mentioned .  336 

Parsons,  Charles.  Mentioned .  784 

Partridge,  Mr.  Mentioned .  348 

Partridge,  Frederick  W. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Henry .  590 

Mentioned .  604,  744,  748,  752 

Partridge,  Leander  H. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  476 

Mentioned .  643,  776,  831, 833,  837,  845 


*  See  also  Florida,  C.  S.  S. 
t  Known  also  as  Mary  Ella. 


|  Afterwards  Confederate  steamer  General  Quitman. 
§  Mentioned  also  as  Pacific  and  Pacifico. 
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Pass  a  l’Outre,  Mississippi  River.  Page. 

Appearance  of  C.  S.  ram  in,  January  1,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher .  33 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Farragut,  D.  G . 31 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  31 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G .  31 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0 . - .  30,32 

Blockade  of.  See  Mississippi  River. 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex. 

Bombardment  of  battery  at,  January  11,  1862. 

Orders  of  Henry  Eagle .  36,  37 

Report  of  James  Trathen .  .  79 

Defense  of.  Communications  from  C.  G.  Forshey . .  165 

Patterson,  John  B.  Mentioned . . .  181 

Paul,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  7,  1863 . 586,587 

Paul,  G.  R.  Mentioned .  649 

Paulding,  Hiram.  See  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of. 

Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . .  856,  859 

Orders  for  movements .  829 

Paw,  H.  A.  Mentioned .  835 

Peabody,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned . 856 

Peace  Creek,  Florida. 

Capture  of  sloop  Richard  in,  August  31,  1863 .  545 

Expedition  in,  and  capture  of  schooner  Ann  and  a  sloop,  July  6-9,  1863. 

Communications  from  T.  Bailey .  489 

Reports  of 

Browne,  W.  R .  487 

Clark,  Charles  P . . .  488 

Expedition  in,  September  2-3,  1863.  Report  of  I.  B.  Baxter .  547 

Peake,  John  E.  Mentioned .  274 

Pearce,  William  H.  Mentioned .  725,728 

Pearl,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  359 

Pearson,  George  F.  Mentioned . t .  753 

For  correspondence  see  Navy  Yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Commandant. 

Pease,  Peter.  Mentioned . _ . .  774 

Peep  o’  Day,  Vessel.  Capture  of,  December  4,  1864 .  783 

Pelican,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  369 

Pembina,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  383 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S. 


350,  352,  361,  366,  368,  378,  379,  382,  385,  400,  414,  428,  431,  433,  526,  562 

Orders  for  movements .  273 

Pennel,  David.  Mentioned .  644 

Pennell,  Isaac  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  bark  Ethan  Allen .  314 

.  Mentioned .  321,  325,  326  328, 334,  343,  352,  361,  366, 378,  385, 400, 414, 431,  459 

Reports  of. 

Gypsy,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  20,  1863  .  394 

Kane,  Schooner.  Information  concerning .  363 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  January  9, 

1863 . - .  349 

Pennington,  Barney.  Mentioned .  654 
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Pennington,  Lewis  W.  Mentioned . 539 

Pennington,  William.  Mentioned . . 654 

Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiment:  47th,  352,  378,  604  605 
610,  620,  621,631. 

Pensacola,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  54 

Pensacola,  Fla. 

Captures  made  off . 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates.  Communications  from  Sam  Jones. 

Proposed  occupation  of.  Communications  from 

Arnold,  L.  G . 219 


532-534 
.  862 


McKean,  W.  W. 


.  . - .  220 

Pepper,  Patrick  H.  Mentioned . . 433 

Peres, - .  Mentioned . . .  59 

Perfecta,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  214 

Perry,  U.  S.  brig. 

Mentioned . 429 

Movements  of . 334 

Orders  for  movements . 302 

Perry,  Horatio.  See  Spain,  Charge  d’  Affaires  of  the  United  States  to. 

Perry,  John.  Mentioned . gg4 

Perthshire,  Sloop.  Mentioned . 214 

Peso,  Piento.  Mentioned .  828 

Petee,  Sloop.  Capture  and  destruction  of,  March  10, 1863 . .  383,  384 

Peterhoff,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 402,442 


Peters,  G.  Mentioned 

Peters,  John.  Mentioned . . 

Peters,  William  D.  Mentioned 
Peterson,  C.  J.  Mentioned _ 


. -  -  - .  700 

. 398 

.  520 

. .  700 

Peterson,  Daniel.  Mentioned . 334 

Peterson,  James.  Mentioned . 581 

Petrel,  H.  M.  B.  S.  Mentioned . 274,275,277,279-283,286 

Petronila,  H.  C.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  245-248,  250,  251 

Phaeton,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  113 

Phantom,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  3,  1865 .  828 

Phelps,  James  H.,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  191 

Phelps,  John  W. 

Correspondence  regarding  proclamation  of,  to  citizens  of  the  Southwest . .  17-20 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean . . .  14,93 

Mentioned . 23 

Philadelphia,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  66 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  U.  S.  district  judge  at.  Mentioned .  60 

Philip,  J.  Van  Ness.  Mentioned .  59,61,305 

Phillips,  Frank.  Mentioned .  700 

Phoebe,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  23,  1863  .  544 

Phoenix,  Schooner.  Mentioned . .  120, 121 

Philanthropist,  Ship.  Mentioned .  213 

Picayune,  Ship.  Mentioned .  213 

Pickering,  Charles  W.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  42 

Pickles,  Stanley  H.  Mentioned  . .  783,  786,  797,  805,  810,  823,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845 

Pickwick,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  6,  1864 .  781 

Picon,  Marcellan.  Mentioned . . . . . ; .  89 

Pierce,  Master.  Mentioned . . .  344 

Pierce,  J.  Mentioned . ._. . . . . .  50 

Pierce,  William  H.  Mentioned . 256 
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Pinder,  J.  F.  (orH.).  Mentioned . . .  623,624 

Pinder,  W.  H.  Correspondence  with 

Howell,  .1.  C . 839 

Nesbit,  Charles  R .  840 

Sargent,  Daniel . 840 

Pinkney,  Sloop.  Mentioned . 50 

Pinola,  TJ.  S.  S.  0.  F.  Stanton  appointed  to  command .  590 

Pioneer,  Sloop.  Mentioned . .  106 

Piramista.  See  Carmita,  British  schooner. 

Planet,  British  schooner.  Mentioned . _ .  249 

Planguist,  F.  Mentioned . 421 

Planter,  Steamer.  Mentioned . _ . . .  483 

Platt,  John  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Honduras . . . .  688 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey . 693 

Mentioned . .  604,  619,  626,  691,  694-696,  704,  713 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  723 

Poer,  J.  S.  Mentioned . 49 

Polk,  General.  See  General  Polk,  C.  S.  S. 

Pond,  W.  H.  Mentioned . 701 

Porter, - .  Mentioned . 163 

Porter,  Master.  Mentioned . 213,234 

Porter,  Mr.  Mentioned .  194, 195,  203 

Porter,  David  D. 

Mentioned . 232,  810 

Request  of,  for  assistance  in  Mississippi  River . . . .  233 

Porter,  John  L.  Mentioned .  874 

Porter,  Warren.  Mentioned .  845 

Port  Royal,  IT.  S.  S. 

Boat  expedition  from,  in  Chattahoochee  River,  Florida,  May  19-22, 1863. .  443 

Captures  made  by .  421, 447, 448,  503 

Destruction  of  salt  works  by,  October  2,  1863 .  562 

Mentioned . . .  320,  324,  326, 328,  334,  343, 

352,  361,  366,  368,  378,  382,  385,  400,  414,  431, 432,  440,  457,  459,  467, 468, 
470, 472,  474,  481,  483,  502, 519,  523,  524,  527,  531,  554-556,  560,  566,  843 

Orders  for  movements . 556,  565 

Plan  to  capture .  866 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by . 99-115 

Mentioned .  11,44,56,71 

Movements  of .  36 

Orders  for  movements .  102 

Potomac,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned .  11-15,  23, 26,  40, 44-46,  70,  71, 91, 129,  675 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala .  .  12, 14, 46,  57-66,  82 

Orders  for  movements .  39 

Potter,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . 'k .  589 

Extract  from  log  of  steamer  Memphis  certified  to .  299 

Mentioned. .  243, 300,  343,  352, 361,  366,  378 

Reports  of. 

Carmita,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  27, 1862 .  337 

Flying  Fish,  British  sloop.  .  Capture  of,  December  29,  1862  .  339 
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Powell,  Levin  M.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

Hughes,  A.  K . 15 

McKean,  William  W .  39 

Mobile,  Ala. ,  Acting  British  consul  at .  62 

Price,  Cicero . - . 58,83 

Schley,  Winfield  Scott .  15,61 

Mentioned .  23-25,  40, 44, 57, 59,  70, 91, 129 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala.  Chasing  ashore  of  a  schooner  off,  December  27, 

1861 .  14 

J.  W.  Wilder,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  20,  1862 . . .  58 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockade  of .  46 

Confederate  affairs  in  vicinity  of .  26 

Destruction  of  schooner  off .  82 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville  and  Confederate  steamer 

Florida  off,  December  24,  1861  .  11, 12 

Powell,  William  L. 

Mentioned .  64 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  J.  W.  Wilder,  January  20,  1862 .  65 

Powerful,  Steamer. 

Destruction  of,  December  20,  1863 .  607-609 

Mentioned .  616,686,725 

Powers,  Rodney  H.  Mentioned .  678 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  679, 692,  844-847,  850, 851,  856,  858-862 

Movements  of .  837, 861 

Orders  for  movements .  829 

Pratt,  John  J.  Mentioned .  498,  499, 617 

Pratt,  Julius  C.  Mentioned .  853 

Pratt,  T.  T.  Mentioned . t .  537,538 

Pratts,  Francis.  Mentioned .  55 

Preble,  U.  S.  ship. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  76-79 

McDermut,  D.  A.,  appointed  to  command .  48,87 

Mentioned .  9,  24,  26,  35,  36,  56,  71 , 73, 119, 179 

Prescott,  William  A.  Mentioned . .. .  443,444 

President.  See  Courier,  Schooner. 

President,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  regarding  efforts  to  capture .  835,  838,  841 

Mentioned .  160, 161, 170,  635,  741, 838, 844,  847,  852,  872 

Proclamation  by .  169 

President,  TJ.  S.  Mentioned .  166, 

167, 376,  446, 504,  506, 507,  509,  514, 534, 552,  557,  638,  681,  846 

Preston,  D’  Arcy.  Mentioned .  792,  794 

Price,  Cicero. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  92 

Mentioned .  12, 13,  24,  25, 45,  47,  57,  60,  61,  70,  82, 91, 139, 140, 147 

Reports  of. 

J.  W.  Wilder,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  20,  1862 .  58 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Destruction  of  schooner  off .  83 

Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville  and  Confederate  steamer 
Florida  off,  December  24,  1861  .  11 

N  W  R — VOL  17 - 61 
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Prichett,  George.  Mentioned .  123 

Pride,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  363 

Prim,  General.  See  General  Prim,  Schooner. 

Princeton,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213,234,266 

Prinder,  John  F.  Mentioned .  411 

Prisoners  of  war .  355,  515 

Prizes. 

Disposition  of . .9,  70, 124, 266,  332,  350, 

360,  366,  375,  383,  435,  445,  461, 474, 481, 536, 549,  566,  603,  656,  705,  736 

Treatment  of  persons  captured  on .  47, 81, 

82, 119, 124, 181,  222,  355, 451, 492, 522,  535,  696,  705 

Proteus,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  715,  725,  728,  753,  822-824 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned .  704,  7.  722,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755, 

762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  812,  815,  817,  826,  831-833 

Movements  of .  727 

Orders  for  movements .  679,  690,  691,  709 

Pulsipher,  G.  M.  Mentioned .  433, 606, 624,  625,  633, 637, 638 

Purcell,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  738 

Pursuit,  U.  S.  bark. 

Captures  made  by .  184, 205-210, 217, 253, 267, 478,  783,  827 

Condition  of .  836 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida. 

December  30,  1863 .  618,  619 

April  18,  1864 .  654 

Engagement  between  boat’s  crew  from,  and  Confederates,  on  Gadsden’s 

Point,  Tampa  Bay,  March  27,  1863 .  397-399 

Mentioned .  11, 

188, 190, 199,  221,  238,  252,  261, 268, 288,  294,  298,  306,  312,  315, 321, 325, 
326,  328, 334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  385, 400, 414, 431, 440, 459, 465, 472, 
502,  524, 530,  531,  544,  554,  560,  567, 583,  588,  592,  604,  626, 640,  641, 652, 
660,  667,  675,  681,  684,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755, 
762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823,  826,  831,  833,  837 

Orders  for  movements .  242 

Purvey,  J.  H.  Mentioned .  700 

Pushmataha,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  June  13,  1863  .  467 

Mentioned . . .  473, 474 

Pyne,  George.  Mentioned . 815 

Quackenbush,  John  N. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey . 682 

Mentioned .  486, 551, 675,  733 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  269-286,  292 

Mentioned .  215 

252, 261,  271,  273-278,  281,  282,  288,  293,  297,  299,  300,  306,  308,  312,  315 

Movements  of. .  239 

Orders  for  movements .  240, 241, 268,  269, 289 

Quick,  William  A.  Mentioned .  89 

Quinn,  David.  Mentioned .  130 


*  Captured  with  the  name  of  Tampico. 
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R.  Burroughs,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  213  214  234 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  200,228-230,305 

Mentioned .  23, 41, 46, 47,  70,  71, 92, 121, 129, 179, 187-189, 

221,  234,  236,  238,  245,  252,  304-306,  312,  315,  355, 514, 518, 525, 565, 567 

Movements  of .  297  319 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala .  "*  57-QQ 

Orders  for  movements . _  „  _  143, 189, 251, 269,  757 

Yellow  fever  on . . .  . 

R.  S.  Hood,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of . 

Communication  from  Theodore  Bailey  regarding  release  of . . .  735 

Racer,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  January  31,  1864 .  641 

Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Bombardment  of  Confederate  batteries  at  Pass  Cavallo  and  Velasco,  Texas, 

by,  January  11  and  18,  1862 . ’  79 

Mentioned .  22, 42,  43, 56,  71,  73,  328 

Orders  for  movements . _ .  37  127  589 

Radford,  William.  Mentioned .  852  859 

Raefle,  Max.  G.  Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  expedition  in  St.  An¬ 
drew’s  Bay,  Florida,  March  20,  1863 .  387 

Rainey,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Mentioned .  359 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound . 5 

Ramsey,  Eli.  Mentioned . 136 

Randall,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned .  571-575  579 

Randall,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  478 

McLeod,  N .  619 

Van  Boskirk,  James . 684 

Wheeler,  H.  K .  398 

Mentioned .  361,  366,  378,  385, 397, 400, 414, 

431, 440, 459, 465, 472,  502,  524,  531,  544, 554, 560, 567, 583,  588, 592, 604, 
626, 640,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743, 
747,  752,  755,  762,  766,  769,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796, 805,  810,  823,  826 

Reports  of. 

Kate,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  June  23,  1863 .  267,478 

Ruby,  Prize  steamer.  Arrival  of,  at  New  York .  832 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  December 

30, 1863 .  618 

‘  Tampa  Bay,  Florida.  Engagement  with  Confederates  on  Gadsden’s 

Point,  March  27,  1863  .  398 

Randlett,  William  A.  Mentioned .  338 

Ranger,  Sloop. 

Capture  of,  March  25,  1863 .  395 

Mentioned .  408,482 

Rangoon,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

Rankin,  Walter  B. 

Mentioned . 657 

Reports  of. 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  June  8, 

1864 . . .  719 

Suwanee  River,  Florida.  Capture  of  cotton  in,  February  26,  1864 . . .  658 
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Ransom,  George  M.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  841 

Mentioned . 861 

Ranson,  Governor.  Mentioned . . . . .  791 

Rapid,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  24,  1863 . -  422 

Mentioned . - .  450 

Rasome,  Francesco.  Mentioned . 291 

RatlifFe,  Richard.  Mentioned . 305 

Rattler,  Sloop.  Mentioned . . . - .  50 

Raynolds,  William  F.  Mentioned .  447,448 

Read,  Abner. 

Mentioned . ... .  179 

Reports  of. 

Gipsey,  Yacht.  Capture  of,  December  28,  1861 .  21 

Mississippi  Sound.  Capture  of  small  craft  in . . .  147 

Read,  John  J.  Mentioned .  61 

Rebekah,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  18,  1863  .  476 

Rebel,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  February  27,  1864 . .  655,  660 

Mentioned .  662 

Re  chid,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

Reed,  Charles.  Mentioned . . . 815 

Regan,  Paul.  Mentioned .  123 

Relampago,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  July  14,  1863  .  501 

Relampago,  Spanish  sloop.  Capture  of,  March  4,  1863 .  379, 380 

Reliance,  Confederate  steamer.  Capture  of,  July  21,  1862  .  291 

Reman,  Mr.  Mentioned .  194 

Resolute,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  May  12,  1864  .  703 

Resolution,  Privateer.  Cited .  144 

Restless,  U.  S.  bark. 

Boat  expeditions  from. 

In  Lake  Ocala  and  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  for  destruction  of  salt 

works .  593-601 

In  Peace  Creek,  Fla.,  for  capture  of  schooner  Ann .  487—490 

In  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  for  destruction  of  salt  works .  646-648, 

676-678,  683,  679 

To  Bear  Creek,  Fla. ,  for  capture  of  schooner  William  A.  Kain .  634-637 

Captures  made  by .  536,  634 

Mentioned .  472, 481, 502, 524, 527,  531, 554, 560,  567,  583,  586,  588, 

604,  619,  622,  626,  638,  641,  652,  656, 660,  667, 675, 681, 691,  704,  713,  714, 
720,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755,  762,  766,  769,  772,  777,  779,  780, 
782,  786,  796,  797,  805,  807,  810,  823,  826,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845,  856,  859 

Movements  of .  801 

Operations  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla . .  _  631, 642, 662, 663, 695,  706-708,  719 

Reynolds,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  394 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  4, 7, 24, 25, 33, 40, 132, 180, 188, 212, 216, 218, 219,  314 

Orders  for  movements .  82 

Ribourt,  Amedee-Louis. 

Correspondence  with  H.  S.  Stellwagen .  96 

Mentioned .  8,100,117,118 

Rich,  E.  F.  Mentioned . 322 

Richard,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  August  31, 1863 . 545 
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Richards,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  February  1, 1862 .  362 

Richardson,  Wentworth  R.  Mentioned .  738 

Richardson,  William.  Mentioned .  788 

Richdale,  Henry  W.  Mentioned .  619 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  4, 5, 9, 23, 26, 27,  73 

Orders  for  movements . . .  35 

Richmond,  Gilbert.  Mentioned .  102, 106, 107 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B. 

Correspondence  with. 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  91 

McKean,  W.  W .  197 

Mentioned .  90,  239, 268,  288, 293,  297,  306, 312,  315 

Reports  of. 

Blockade  runners.  Search  for .  196 

Columbia,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  August  3,  1862 .  295 

Ella  Warley,  Steamer,  and  Mersey  and  Maria,  Schooners.  Capture  of.  230 

Lavinia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  27,  1862  .  311 

Lucy  C.  Holmes,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  27,  1862 .  254 

Rigby,  Wade  S.  Mentioned .  562,563 

Riley,  Michael.  Mentioned . 784 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  274,275,277,279 

Ringdove,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  17,  1863 .  606 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of.  Communications  from 

Bailey  T . 401-403 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 415,417,446,478 

Captures  made  off . 99-115 

Ripple,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  675 

Rivers,  Alonzo  M.  Mentioned .  725,772,777,780 

Roach,  Richard.  Mentioned .  552 

Roanoke,  Steamer. 

Mentioned . . - .  835 

Search  for .  768 

Robbins,  Ezra  D. 

Mentioned .  726,  731,  734,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763,  766, 

770,  772,  777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805,  810,  823,  827,  831,  833,  834,  837,  845 

Report  of  expedition  to  Bayport,  Fla.,  July  10-13,  1864 .  735 

Robert  Anderson,  British  schooner.  Mentioned  . .  479 

Robert  Bruce,  Bark.  Mentioned .  214 

Roberts,  Master.  Mentioned .  50 

Roberts,  J.  Mentioned .  53,89 

Roberts,  John  T.  Mentioned .  411 

Roberts,  Orlando  L.  S.  Mentioned .  507,  767,  768 

Roberts,  Richard.  Mentioned .  528 

Robertson,  Francis  E.  Mentioned .  89 

Robinson,  Daniel.  Mentioned — .  727 

Robinson,  Walter  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Scott,  W.  W .  388 

Sherrill,  John .  387,389 

Mentioned .  424, 598, 600,  601,  622,  663,  707 

Report  of  expedition  in  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla.,  March  20,  1863 .  387 

Rob  Roy,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  March  2,  1865  .  825 
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Rockwell,  Charles  H.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea .  617 

Corespondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  591,  614,  683 

Burgess,  F .  804 

Mentioned .  554, 568,  583, 588, 593,  604, 619, 626, 

641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  710,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747, 
751,  755,  766,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833,  836,  844 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  U.  S.  schooner.  Finding  and  raising  of  wreck  of .  807 

Bayport,  Fla.  Expedition  to,  September  6-13,  1863 .  560 

Emma,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  June  9,  1864  .  716 

Fannie  McRae,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  23,  1865 .  803 

Mail,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  October  15,  1863 .  569 

Maria  Alberti,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  27,  1863 _  591 

Two  Sisters,  U.  S.  schooner.  Cruise  of,  on  west  coast  of  Florida _  585 

Roddy,  John.  Mentioned .  572,573,576,577 

Roebuck,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  7,  1864  . .  622 

Roebuck,  U.  S.  bark. 

Barclay,  J.  0.,  ordered  to  relieve  John  Sherrill  of  command .  544 

Captures  made  by .  337, 

433, 525,  603,  606, 623-625,  632, 633,  655,  659,  660,  662,  726,  729,  730 

Martine,  William  L.,  ordered  to  relieve  John  Sherrill  of  command .  702 

Mentioned .  315, 321,  325, 326,  328,  334,  343,  351, 

352,  361,  363,  366,  378,  385-387,  389,  400,  415,  431,  433, 440, 459, 467, 472, 
481,  502,  518,  524,  531,  554,  560,  564,  567,  583,  588, 592,  604,  619,  626,  641, 
652,  663,  667,  675,  681,  690,  691,  704,  713,  722,  738,  739,  743,  746,  747,  752 

Movements  of .  313 

Operations. 

In  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Fla .  386,  390, 424 

Off  Indian  River,  Fla .  637 

Orders  for  movements .  303 

Yellow  fever  on . .  761 

Rogers,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  196 

Mentioned .  73 

Report  of  reconnoissance  in  West  Bay.  Tex .  .  45 

Rogers,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey>  T .  429, 531,  724 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 260,766 

Mentioned _ _ _ _  .  273  293  297  606  612  616  690  69 d 

326,  328,  334,  343,  352,  361,  363,  366,  378^  385*  40o’  414’  43l’  439’  45C)’  459^ 
472,  502,  524,  554,  560,  567,  583,  588,  592,  715,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751, 
755,  762,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  833,  837,  844 

Reports  of. 

A.  J.  Hodge,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  May  13,  1863 .  438 

Agnes,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  16,  1862  .  288 

Ariel,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  14,  1862 .  327 

Ascension,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  14,  1863 .  413 

Comus,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  31,  1865  .  829 

Courier,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  22,  1862 .  335 

Huntsville,  U.  S.  S. 

Cruise  and  captures  by .  444 

Movements  of .  344, 434 
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Rogers,  William  C. — Continued.  Page 

Reports  of. 

Minnie,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of,  April  6,  1863 .  411,430 

Reliance,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  21,  1862 .  291 

Surprise,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  13,  1863 .  384 

Union,  Spanish  steamer.  Capture  of,  May  19, 1863 .  443 

Rogers,  William  F.  Report  of,  regarding  schooner  Leader,  seized  at  Sabine 

Pass,  Tex .  149 

Rogers,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . _ . .  687 

Mentioned .  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755, 

762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823, 826, 831,  833, 837,  845 

Romus,  George.  Mentioned .  297 

Ronckendorff,  William. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  353 

Mentioned .  268,  274,  288,  293,  294, 297, 306,  312,  315, 354, 361,  366, 385 

Report  of  yellow  fever  on  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto .  296 

Rosalie,  Sloop.  Purchase  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  435 

Rosalie,  U.  S.  sloop. 

Captures  made  by .  487-490, 525, 562,  716,  717,  771 

Mentioned .  440, 460, 473, 481,  503,  517,  524, 528, 532, 547, 554, 560, 

568,  583,  588,  593,  604,  606,  610-613,  615,  620,  627,  642,  653,  661,  665,  668, 

675,  682, 691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  734,  735,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763, 

766,  772,  777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805,  810, 823, 827,  831, 833,  837,  845,  852 

Orders  for  movements .  693 

Rose,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  202,204,205 

Rosina  Claypole,  Bark.  Mentioned .  213 

Rosita,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  January  28,  1864 . .  638,639 

Rosier,  John.  Mentioned .  864,871 

Ross,  John  F.  Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  10 

Rotan,  Samuel.  See  Samuel  Rotan,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Rowe,  John.  Mentioned .  130 

Rowena,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  214,234 

Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  privateer  schooner.  Capture  of,  off  Galveston, 

Tex.,  November  7-8, 1861 .  171,172 

Rubalcaba  y  Casal,  D.  Joaquin  Gutierrez.  Mentioned .  247 

Ruby,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  27,  1865  .  822,  823,  832 

Rundle,  Samuel  E.  Mentioned .  857 

Rusk,  General.  See  General  RusTc,  Confederate  steamer. 

Russell,  James  A.  Mentioned .  713 

Russell,  James  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  693 

Crissey,  Edwin .  622 

Mentioned .  487, 488,  594, 596,  598, 599,  634-636,  646,  648,  656,  675, 

682,  691,  704,  711,  714,  722,  726,  731,  735,  736,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755-757, 

763,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805, 809, 823, 826,  830,  833, 837,  845 

Reports  of. 

Augusta,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  17,  1865 .  802 

Bayport,  Fla.  Expedition  to,  July  10-13,  1864  .  734 

Bear  Creek,  Florida.  Expedition  to,  and  capture  of  schooner  William 

A.  Kain,  January  22,  1864  .  637 

General  Finegan,  Sloop.  Destruction  of,  May  28,  1864  .  709 

Phantom,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  2,  1865 .  828 

Sort,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  28, 1865 .  824 
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Ruthven,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  171 

Ryder,  Stephen  A.  Mentioned . . .  34 

S.  Jackson,  IT.  S.  tender.  Mentioned .  482 

S.  R.  Mallory,  Ship.  Mentioned .  461 

Sabine  Pass,  Texas.  Captures  made  off .  327 

Sagamore,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  September  11  and  12, 1862 .  311 

Boat  expeditions  from. 

Between  Suwanee  River  and  Anclote  Keys,  Florida .  404-410 

In  Indian  River  and  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida .  369-375 

In  St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida . . .  311,316 

In  St.  John’s  River,  Florida . . .  363,364 

In  Suwanee  River,  Florida . . .  685-687,  717,  718 

Captures  made  by .  321,  322,  324,  328, 

329,  334,  346,  349,  359,  382,  479,  480,  529,  530,  532,  580-582,  586,  587,  676 

Mentioned . . .  38, 40, 41,  71, 187, 188, 221, 238, 

239, 252,  261, 268,  288,  293, 297,  306,  312,  315,  320,  326, 335,  337,  343-346, 
352, 361,  366, 371,  378,  385,  400,  415, 423, 425, 430, 431, 440, 459, 467, 473, 
482,  502,  524, 531, 554,  560,  567,  583,  585,  588,  592,  604,  619,  620,  626,  627, 
641, 642,  653, 654,  661,  667,  675,  682, 691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  732,  739, 
743,  746,  747,  752,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  832,  833,  837,  845, 856, 859 

Occupation  of  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  April  3,  1862 .  201-205 

Operations  off  Apalachicola,  Fla .  54;  124 

Orders  for  movements .  37, 198,  344, 555,  602,  671,  806 

Sainsberry,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  528 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida. 

Attempt  to  destroy  salt  works  on,  May  27,  1864.  Reports  of 

Browne,  W.  R .  749 

Eason,  H .  797 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Bailey-  T . 638 

Russell,  James  J . 622 

Order  of  W.  R.  Browne .  656 

Reports  of  W.  R.  Browne .  631,  662,  663, 695 

Captures  made  in  vicinity  of .  183, 184, 205-210, 433 

See  also  Bear  Greek,  Florida. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on. 

September  11,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore . . .  311 

Report  of  James  L.  Lardner .  316 

December  10  and  18,  1863.  See  Lake  Ocala  and  St.  Andrew’s  Bay, 
Florida. 

February  9  and  17,  1864. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  bark  Restless .  648 

Order  of  W.  R.  Browne . . . . .  647 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  646 

Browne,  W.  R .  646,647 

April  2  and  12,  1864.  Report  of 

BaBey,  T . .7 .  676 

Browne,  W.  R .  677 

April  17,  1864.  Report  of  W.  R.  Browne .  683 


INDEX. 


969 


St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida— Continued.  Page 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on. 

May  24,  1864.  Report  of  H.  Eason .  707 

June  8,  1864.  Reports  of 

Browne,  W.  R .  7-^9 

Rankin,  W.  B .  7^9 

October  5-6,  1864.  Report  of  C.  K.  Stribling . 769 

November  30,  1864.  Report  of  J.  C.  Wells . . . . .  780 

February  1-4,  1865.  Report  of  C.  K.  Stribling .  811 

Capture  of  steamer  Florida  and  sloop  Lafayette  in,  April  4,  1862. 

Attempt  to  recapture  steamer  Florida . . .  209 

Loss  of  sloop  Lafayette . 208 

Reports  of 

Cate,  David .  205,208 

Lewis,  Elnathan .  206 

Smith,  R.  L .  209 

Expedition  in,  March  20,  1863. 

Casualties .  386,387 

Communications  from 

Jordan,  Thomas .  388 

Robinson,  W.  J .  389 

Scott,  W.  W .  388 

Sherrill,  John .  389 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  389 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  386, 390 

Raefle,  Max.  G .  387 

Robinson,  W.  J .  387 

Sherrill,  John .  386, 387 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Browne,  W.  R . 706 

McKean,  W.  W .  146 

Report  of  John  Sherrill .  424 

Operations  of  Confederates  in  vicinity  of. 

Communication  from  W.  R.  Browne .  642 

Report  of  W.  R.  Browne .  642 

St.  George’s  Sound,  Florida. 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  T.  Bailey .  555 

Captures  made  off .  367, 368,  778 

Destruction  of  salt  works  near,  October  2,  1863.  Report  of  George  U. 

Morris .  562 

Loss  of  U.  S.  bark  Amanda  in,  May  29,  1863.  See  Amanda,  U.  S.  bark. 

Operations  in.  Report  of  A.  F.  Crosman .  520 

St.  John’s  River,  Florida.  Operations  in.  Report  of  H.  A.  Crane .  363 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida. 

Capture  of  cotton  in. 

Communications  from  T.  Bailey .  566 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T . 565 

Fales,  William .  564 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on. 

September  8,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher .  310 


970 


INDEX. 


St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida — Continued.  Page. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on — Continued. 

September  8,  1862 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Couthouy,  Joseph  P .  323 

Lardner,  James  L . 316 

January  9,  1863.  Report  of  I.  A.  Pennell .  349 

December  30,  1863.  Reports  of 

McLeod,  N .  619 

Randall,  William  P .  618 

January  30,  1864.  Report  of  T.  Bailey .  640 

April  18,  1864.  Report  of  James  Van  Boskirk .  684 

Operations  in.  Order  of  W.  W.  McKean .  146 

Reconnoissance  of,  December  18,  1861.  Report  of  George  F.  Emmons...  8 
St.  Joseph’s  Bayou,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  March  30, 1865. 

Report  of  C.  K.  Stribling .  833 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship. 

Boat  expedition  from,  between  Suwanee  River  and  Anclote  Keys,  Florida, 

April  2-9,  1863 .  404-410 

Mentioned .  228, 

261,  268,  288,  294,  295,  297,  298,  306,  311-315,  319,  321,  323,  325-329, 
331-336,  341,  343-347,  350,  351-356,  358-362,  365-367,  369,  375,  376,  378, 
379,  381,  383-386,  390,  395,  397, 409,  411, 415, 418,  425,  428-131, 434-436 

Orders  for  movements .  227, 252, 253, 434 

Yellow  fever  on . . .  339,  340 

St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Blockade  of.  Reports  of  Charles  L.  Willcomb .  365,  523,  529 

Captures  made  off .  396, 436, 461, 462,  805,  809 

Destruction  of  salt  works  near,  February  17-19  and  26-27,  1864. 

List  of  property  destroyed  and  captured .  649 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  648 

Harmony,  D.  B .  649-652 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of,  February  23  to  March  7,  1865. 

Casualties .  821 

Reports  of 

Gibson,  William .  818 

Newton,  John .  815,  820,  821 

Shufeldt,  R.  W .  815 

Stribling,  C.  K .  812-815 

Sketch .  813 

St.  Marks  River,  Florida. 

Captures  made  off .  337 

Destruction  of  fort  on,  June  15,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma .  264 

Reports  of 

Finegan,  Jos .  863 

Lardner,  J.  L .  264 

Expedition  in,  September  10-11,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes . . .  549 

Communications  from  T.  Bailey .  549 

Proposed  expedition  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  T.  Bailey .  516, 517, 545 

Reports  of  A.  F.  Crosman . . 414;  520 

Sketch  of . 500 
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St.  Marks  River  and  Marsh’s  Island,  Apalachee  Bay,  Florida.  Expe¬ 
ditions  to,  July  12  and  15,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  493 

Chatfield,  Thomas . . .  497 

Crosman,  A.  F .  494-497, 521 

Hill,  L.  W . . .  499 

Willcomb,  Charles  L .  498 

Sketch .  500 

St.  Mary’s,  American  schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  1,  1865 .  835 

Mentioned .  838 

St.  Mary’s,  Steamer.  Mentioned . , .  512 

St.  Pierre,  Emily.  See  Emily  St.  Pierre,  Ship. 

Sallie,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  272 

Sallie,  Rose.  See  Maria,  Schooner. 

Salvadora,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  25,  1865 .  823 

Salvo,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  337 

Sam.  Houston,  TJ.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  22, 56, 82, 175 

Sampson,  Albert  P.  Mentioned .  721 

Samuel  Rotan,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  72-75 

Mentioned .  3, 22, 56,  71, 118, 134 

221,  238,  252,  261, 268,  288,  294,  298,  307,  313,  315,  321,  325,  326,  329,  334 

Orders  for  movements . 196 

Reconnoissance  in  West  Bay,  Texas .  45 

Samuel  T.  Keese,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  721 

Sanderson,  John  "W.  Mentioned .  811 

Sanford,  Master.  Mentioned .  332 

Sanford,  Joseph  P. 

Correspondence  with  C.  K.  Stribling .  765 

Mentioned . 772,777 

Sanford,  M.  See  Memnonium  Sanford,  TJ.  S.  Army  steamer. 

San  Jacinto,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Armstrong,  James  F.,  ordered  to  relieve  Ralph  Chandler  of  command...  628 

Captures  made  by .  550-553, 555,  564, 609,  616, 622,  665 

Condition  of' . .  741 

Loss  of,  off  Abaco,  Bahama  Islands,  January  1,  1865. 

Communications  from 


Brown,  J.  Nibbs .  790 

Meade,  R.  W .  791 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  793 

Court-martial  of  Richard  W.  Meade .  794,  795 

Reports  of 

Meade,  R.  W .  787,  792,  793 

Stribling,  C.  K .  788-790 


Mentioned .  21, 57,  210, 212,  217, 218,  254,  264, 266,  268, 269,  274-276,  286,  288, 

290,  292-294, 297, 306, 310, 312,  315, 355, 366, 385, 436, 467,  474,  485,  489, 
491-493, 502,  504, 510,  511, 513, 514, 516, 517,  523,  524,  527,  532,  537-539, 
543, 560, 563-565, 567, 569, 570,  578,  583,  584, 587-592, 600, 601, 604,  607, 
614,  617,  619,  620,  626,  630,  638-643,  653,  656, 661, 664,  667,  668,  671,  672, 
675,  676,  679,  682,  683,  691,  704,  710,  711,  714,  722,  724,  726,  731,  733,  735, 
736,  738,  739,  741-744,  746,  747,  752,  758,  761,  766,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796 
Movements  of .  261, 486, 781 
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San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Orders  for  movements . . . - .  242 

353,  354,  358,  359,  361,  464,  548,  640,  664,  680,  688,  723,  728,  769 

Yellow  fever  on . —  294,  296,  742 

San  Jacinto  River,  Texas.  Defense  of.  Report  of  Leon  Smith .  161 

San  Roman,  Jose.  Mentioned .  94,  95 

Santa  Rosa  Island,  Florida.  Operations  at.  Report  of  Thomas  0.  Sel¬ 
fridge  . 99 

Santee,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by .  42,86,171 

Mentioned. .  6,  22,  24,  36,  37,  56,  71,  80, 101, 119, 127, 131, 132, 168, 172, 174, 175, 196 
Operations  off  Galveston,  Tex .  42, 83,  86 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . .  230,  254,  295,  296,  311 

Mentioned . ; .  56,  78, 90, 

92,  188,  212,  221,  235,  237-239,  261,  268,  288,  293,  297,  306,  312,  315,  350 

Movements  of . 196 

Orders  for  movements .  197,309 

Sarah,  British  brig.  Mentioned . 249 

Sarasota  Sound,  Florida.  Captures  made  in .  673 

Sargent,  Daniel.  Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Pinder. .  840 

Sargent,  Epp  [Epes  ?].  Mentioned .  305 

Saunders,  Robert.  Mentioned . 632 

Saunders,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  864 

Savage,  Thomas.  See  Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Savannah,  C.  S.  ironclad.  Mentioned .  871 

Sawyer,  George  A.  Mentioned . .  444,  447,  448 

Sawyer  &  Menendez.  Mentioned .  289 

Saylor,  George  K.  Mentioned . . .  636,637 

Sayre,  Calvin  L.  Mentioned . 151 

Schades,  Elizabeth.  See  Elizabeth  Schades,  Ship. 

Scharf,  John  T.  Mentioned .  698,700-702,874 

Schaull,  Master.  Mentioned . . .  214 

Schenck,  James  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Arthur,  William  A .  362 

Bailey,  T .  36o 

McKean,  W.  W .  253 

Navy  Department,  II.  S . 227 

Mentioned .  268, 288, 294, 298,  306,  312, 


315,  321,  325,  326,  328,  334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  385,  400,  408,  829,  837 


Reports  of. 

Agnes,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  31,  1863 .  411 

Good  Luck,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  January  6,  1863 . .  346 

Schley,  Winfield  Scott. 

Mentioned .  14,57,58,60 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala.  Chasing  ashore  of  a  schooner  off,  December  27 

isei . ;  15 

J.  W.  Wilder,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  20,  1862  .  61 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . .  121  122 

Mentioned . ...  41, 42,  7l’ 149 

Scotia,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  280 
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Scott,  Charles.  Mentioned .  55 

Scott,  Gustavus  H. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  589,  715 

Mentioned .  592,  603,  619, 626,  641, 652, 660, 667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  722 

Report  of  capture  of  steamer  Cumberland,  February  5,  1864  . .  643 

Scott,  W.  F.  Mentioned . . .  74,  75 

Scott,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Jordan,  Thomas . 388 

Robinson,  W.  J .  388 

Mentioned .  389 

Scottish  Chief,  Steamer.  Destruction  of.  See  Hillsboro  River ,  Florida.  De¬ 
struction  of  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and  sloop  Kate  Dale  in,  October 
16-17,  1863. 

Scroggins,  Edward.  Mentioned .  516 

Sea  Bird,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  14,  1863 .  438, 439, 450 

Sea  Bird,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  564, 568-570,  769,  770,  834 

Clark,  Charles  P.,  appointed  to  command .  517 

Cooperative  expedition  to  Bayport,  Fla .  734-736 

Mentioned .  503,  524, 532, 

554,  560,  583,  585,  586,  588,  593,  604,  615,  620,  627,  642,  653,  655,  661,  665, 
668,  675,  682,  689,  691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763, 
766,  772,  777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805,  810,  823, 827,  831,  833,  837,  845,  855 

Orders  for  movements .  527 

Sea  Foam,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Rescue  of  crew  of  sloop  Anna  Eliza,  May 

14,  1864 . 704 

Sea  Horse  Key,  Fla.  Operations  at.  See  Cedar  Keys,  Fla. 

Sea  Lion,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  9,  1863  .  436^138 

Sealy,  W.  S.  Mentioned . 700 

Seaman,  Rachel.  See  Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Sears,  Cyrus. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  TJ.  S .  601 

Mentioned .  626, 641,  652, 

660, 667,  675, 681,  691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  745,  747,  748,  751, 
755,  762,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  832,  836,  844 

Reports  of. 

Florida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  20,  1864 .  668 

Fly,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  11,  1864 . . .  626 

Miriam,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  27,  1864 .  689 

Susan,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  11, 1864 .  623 

Selden,  George  L.  Mentioned .  48, 50 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O. 

Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G . 31 

McKean,  William  W .  35 

Mentioned . . .  40,  852 

Report  of  appearance  of  C.  S.  ram  Manassas  in  Pass  J  1’ Outre,  Mississippi 

River,  January  1,  1862 .  30, 32 

Sellers,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter . - .  154 

Mentioned .  135 

Sellwood,  Henry.  Mentioned .  466,485 
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Semmes,  Alexander  A.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Tahoma .  336 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  536, 577,  602 

Gunning,  J.  H . 574 

Harris,  Thomas  R . 574 

Stodder,  L.  N .  576 

Mentioned .  352, 361,  366,  378,  385,  397, 400, 415, 431, 440, 

l  459, 473, 502,  524,  532, 554,  560, 568,  571, 578,  579, 583,  588, 592,  604,  619 

Reports  of. 

Crazy  Jane,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  5,  1863 .  439 

Harriet,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  June  18,  1863 .  477 

Hillsboro  River,  Florida,  Destruction  of  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and 

sloop  Kate  Dale  in,  October  16-17,  1863 .  572, 577 

Isabella,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  445 

James  Battle,  U.  S.  S.  Operations  of,  August  23  to  September  18, 

1863 .  539-542 

Manatee  River,  Florida.  Capture  of  a  flatboat  near .  491 

Margaret,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  1,  1863  .  362 

Mary  Jane,  British  schooner.  Destruction  of,  June  18, 1863 .  477 

Silas  Henry,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of,  January  8,  1863 .  351 

Statesman,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  6,  1863  .  464 

Seward,  William  H.  See  State  Department,  U.  S. 

Shackleford,  - .  Mentioned .  624 

Shaffer,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  .  391-393 

Shannon,  William  S.  Mentioned .  140 

Sharit,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  700 

Shaw,  Master.  Mentioned . 482 

Shaw,  John  O.  Mentioned . 651 

Shaw,  Luke.  Mentioned .  644 

Shaw,  T.  Darrah.  Finding,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade .  794 

Shaw,  William.  Mentioned .  713 

Shaw,  W.  Nelson.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  168 

Shea,  Daniel  D. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  167, 169 

Mentioned .  166 

Sheldon,  William  B. 

Mentioned .  809,  823,  826, 830,  832,  836,  844 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Britannia  at  Key  West,  Fla .  810 

Shepperd,  Francis  E.  Mentioned .  28  33 

Sherman,  Nehemiah.  Mentioned . 256 


Sherrill,  John. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes .  708 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 303 

Raefle,  Max  G .  337 

Robinson,  W.  J .  387, 389 


366, 378,  385, 400,  415, 431,  440, 459,  472, 502,  524,  531, 592,  604,  619,  626, 
641, 652,  667, 675,  681, 691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  754, 
755,  762,  766, 772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823,  826,  831,  833,  845 
Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  bark  Roebuck . . . 544^  702 
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Sherrill,  John — Continued.  Page 

Reports  of. 

Caroline,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  January  18,  1864  .  633 

Cotton.  Capture  of .  525 

Eliza,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  19, 1864 .  632 

Emma  Amelia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  2,  1863  . . .  433 

Indian  River,  Fla.  Capture  of  small  boat  off .  603 

Kate,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  27,  1862  . .  337 

Lauretta,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  1,  1864  .  662 

Maria,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of .  624 

Mary,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  January  19,  1864  . . .  633 

Mary,  Sloop.  Loss,  of,  January  22,  1864 .  637 

Nina,  British  sloop.  Capture  of,  February  27,  1864  .  656, 659 

Ocklockonee  River,  Florida.  Destruction  of  fishery  in .  767 

Rebel,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  27,  1864  .  655,660 

Ringdove,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  19,  1863.. .  606 

Rob  Roy,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  March  2, 1865 .  825 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  March  20,  1863  .  386, 387 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Operations  in .  424 

Susan,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  11,  1864 .  623, 624 

Two  Brothers,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  February  25,  1864  .  655 

Ship,  J.  F.  Mentioned .  701 

Ship  Island,  Miss. 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from  W.  W.  McKean . . .  93 

Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton .  153 

Mayo,  W.  K .  550 

Transfer  of,  to  TJ.  S.  Army  forces,  December  26,  1861 . . .  23 

See  also  Mississippi  Sound. 

Shipping-  Articles,  C.  S.  Navy .  558 

Shons,  - .  Mentioned .  436 

Shooting  Star,  Ship.  Mentioned .  215 

Shot,  British  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  8,  1863  .  529, 530 

Shufeldt,  Robert  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  690,691,709 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  679 

Mentioned .  812,814,815,818 

Reports  of. 

Ann  Louisa,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  September  6,  1864  .  753 

Jupiter,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  June  27,  1864 .  725,  728 

Proteus,  U.  S.  S.  Cruise  of .  727 

R.  S.  Hood,  British  schooner.  Capture  of .  715 

Ruby,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  27,  1865  .  822 

St.  Marks,  Fla.  Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of,  February  23,  to 

March  7,  1865 . 815 

See  also  Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Shultz,  George.  Mentioned .  815 

Sia,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  869 

Sickles,  Mr.  Mentioned .  54 

Sidell,  George  B.  Mentioned .  311,  371,  375 

Sighers,  Vessel.  Armament  of . 163 
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Page. 

Silas  Henry,  Confederate  sloop.  Capture  of,  January  8,  1863 .  351 

Silva,  Mr.  Mentioned.... . - .  121 

Silva,  Francisco.  Mentioned .  676,  686,  718 

Silva,  James.  Mentioned . . .  448 

Simmons,  B.  J.  Mentioned . -  49 

Simms,  CEarles,  C.  Mentioned . . .  871 

Simmons,  Lizzie.  See  Lizzie  Simmons,  C.  S.  gunboat. 

Simonita,  Brig.  Mentioned .  214 

Simpkins,  Master.  Mentioned .  427 

Simpson,  Edward. 

Mentioned .  762,  766,  777,  779,  782 

Report  of  affairs  in  Columbus,  Ga .  772-775 

Sinclair,  Angus.  Mentioned .  357,  358 

Sinclair,  Cain.  Mentioned .  120 

Sinclair,  George.  Mentioned . 120 

Sire,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  697,  699,  700 

Sisal,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  689 

Slamm,  Jefferson  A. 

Mentioned .  369,370,375 

Report  of  expedition  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  2,  1863 .  370 

Slaughter,  James  E.  Mentioned . 533 

Slidell,  Confederate  vessel.  Mentioned .  91 

Sloan,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  68, 182, 254—257 

Small,  John.  Mentioned  . .  486 

Smart,  William.  Mentioned .  545 

Smith, - .  Mentioned .  799 

Smith, - (Master,  steamer  Atlantic) .  Mentioned .  213 

Smith,  - (Master,  steamer  C.  Vanderbilt).  Mentioned .  8 

Smith,  — - - (Master,  steamer  Wm.  G.  Hawes.)  Mentioned .  213 

Smith,  A.  Theo.  Finding,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade .  794 

Smith,  A.  Thomas.  Mentioned .  794 

Smith,  Anna.  See  Anna  Smith,  Schooner. 

Smith,  Corvin  F.  Statement  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Adela .  278 

Smith,  Dan.  See  Dan  Smith,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Smith,  Edgar  S.  Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  attack  upon  watering 

party  from  U.  S.  bark  Kingfisher  in  Aucilki  River,  Florida _  257 

Smith,  Edward.  Mentioned .  519 

Smith,  Edward  H.  Mentioned .  698 

Smith,  Edward  K.  Mentioned . 398 

Smith,  Elias. 

Correspondence  with  Melancton  Smith .  18 

Mentioned . . .  17 

Smith,  Eugenie.  See  Eugenie  Smith,  Schooner. 

Smith,  J.  W. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  483 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Fortunate,  May  30,  1864  .  713 

Smith,  J.  &  N.  Mentioned .  191  192 

Smith,  James.  Mentioned .  191  192 

Smith,  James  Alen.  Mentioned .  323 

Smith,  James  E.  Mentioned .  535 

Smith,  John  A.  Mentioned . 545 

Smith,  Leon. 

Mentioned .  171 

Report  of  defense  of  San  Jacinto  River,  Texas .  161 
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209 

209 

563 


Smith,  Melaneton. 

Correspondence  with  Elias  Smith .  Page' 

Mentioned .  18 

Reports  of.  .  5, 14, 17, 24, 34, 40, 41,  93,  522 

Mississippi  Sound.  Operations  in . 

Phelps,  J.  W.  Proclamation  of .  . 

Smith,  R.  Mentioned .  8 

Smith,  R.  L.  .  94,  95 

Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Dilworth . 

Report  of  attempt  to  recapture  steamer  Florida. 

Smith,  Robert  B.  . . 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Nita . 

Mentioned .  322,  4g2;  592;  ^  g  ^  g52 

658,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755,  762,’  76e’ 

7'“’  775>  777,  779>  780,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823,  826,  830,  833,  837  844 
Reports  of.  ’  ’ 

Lumjike,  Francis.  Capture  of .  77g 

Suwanee  River,  Florida.  Burning  of  steamer  and  capture  of  cotton  in 

February  24,  1864 .  ’  g54 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida.  Attempt  to  destroy  salt  works  on .  776 

Three  Brothers,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  11,  1864 ’  "  [  ’  680 

Unknown,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  24,  1864 _ • .  771 

Smith,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  g47 

Smith,  W.  H.  See  W.  H.  Smith,  Blockade  runner. 

Smith,  William  A.  Mentioned .  379,380,752,755 

Snow,  Ralph  B.  Mentioned .  3gg  3g7 

Snyder,  Andrew  K.  Mentioned . 3g6’  3g7 

Soledad  Cos,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  3o 

Somerset,  U.  S.  S. 

Boat  expeditions  from,  to  St.  Marks  River  and  Marsh’s  Island,  July  12 

and  15,  1863  - - - - - - -  493-500 

Captures  made  by . . .  231,  265  367  5g2 

Condition  of .  ’  „ 

Conduct  of,  in  r  ^rIg  ........ _ _ _ _ _  456  457 

Destruction  of  a  fort  in  St.  Marks  River,  Florida,  June  15,  1862 .  ’  264 

Destruction  of  salt  works 

On  Alligator  Bay,  Florida,  June  14,  1863 .  467M72 

On  Fernandina  Railroad,  October  4  and  6,  1862  .  316-319 

In  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida,  March  30,  1865 .  833 

Examination  of  wreck  of  U.  S.  bark  Amanda .  455  457^.69 

Frustration  of  plan  to  capture  U.  S.  S.  Adela.  See  Apalachicola,  Fla. 
Expedition  from  U  S.  S.  Somerset  to,  May  12,  I864. 

Mentioned .  221, 232, 238,  243, 245, 

246,  248,  252,  261,  268,  288,  290,  293,  297,  306,  312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  328 
334,  343,  344,  352,  361,  366,  368,  378,  382,  385,  400,  415, 431, 440, 459, 473* 
481,  502,  519,  522-524,  527,  532,  545, 554,  555,  560,  567, 583,  585, 588,’  592,’ 

604,  617,  619,  626,  641, 642,  653,  661,  667,  675,  682,  691,  697-699,  702,  704 

706,  714,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782^ 

783,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823,  826,  831,  833,  837,  843,  845,  851,  852, 855,  858 

Operations 

Off  Apalachicola,  Fla . . . .  347,  348;  356_358 

Off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla .  242  262 

In  St.  George’s  Sound,  Florida .  444  520 

Orders  for  movements .  199;  240, 516*  517 
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Somes,  Charles  T.  Page. 

Mentioned .  641,  653,  661, 667,  675,  682,  691,  704 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  schooner  Wanderer .  714 


Sonoma,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 310,367 

Orders  for  movements . - . - .  461 

Sophia,  Steamer.  Mentioned . - .  214 

Sophronia,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.  Mentioned .  786,  825 

Sort,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of. 

December  10,  1864 .  783-785 

February  28, 1865  .  824 

Mentioned .  828 

Sothoron,  Marshall  L.  Mentioned .  698,  700-702,  874 

South  Carolina,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  137-146 

Hopkins,  William  E.,  relieves  James  Alden  of  command .  24, 33 

Mentioned .  23,  26, 41, 45,  46,  56,  71,  92, 129, 148, 149, 188-190 

South  East  Pass,  Mississippi  River.  Blockade  of.  See  Mississippi  River. 
Blockade  of. 

Southern  Rights,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  August  8,  1863  .  529, 530, 535 

Southern  Star,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  August  6,  1863  .  526 

South  Pass,  Mississippi  River.  Blockade  of.  See  Mississippi  River. 
Blockade  of. 

Southport,  British  bark.  Boarding  of,  April  7,  1862  .  210,  211,  228,  237 

Southwest,  Citizens  of.  Correspondence  regarding  proclamation  of  J.  W. 

Phelps  to .  17-20 

Southwick,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214 

Southworth,  Edward  B.  Mentioned .  452 

Spain,  Charge  d’ Affaires  of  the  United  States  to.  Correspondence  with 

Pacheco,  G.  F .  764 

State  Department,  U.  S . . .  764 

Spain,  Queen  of.  Mentioned .  850 

Spanish  men-of-war.  Movements  of.  See  Foreign  men-of-war. 

Spanish  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  251 

Mentioned . . .  249, 250,  706 

Sparkling  Sea,  U.  S.  transport. 

Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S.  Sagamore .  349 

Mentioned .  352 

Sparks,  A.  G.  Mentioned .  698,  701,  702 

Sparks,  Gale  W.  Mentioned .  698,  700-702,  874 

Sparrow,  Vessel.  Cited .  144 

Spear,  John  S.  Mentioned .  869 

Special  Orders. 

Confederate .  152 

Union .  124,125,181,461,515,644 

Spedden,  Captain.  See  Captain  Spedden,  Schooner. 

Spencer, - .  Mentioned .  573 

Spies.  Treatment  of .  159, 164 

Spirea,  U.  S.  S. 


Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

796,  810,  812,  814, 816, 823,  826,  831,  833, 837,  845, 856 


Mentioned 
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Spitfire,  Schooner. 

n  l  t  Page> 

CaPture  of .  132, 133 

Mentioned . 

Spotts,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _  332 

Du  Pont,  S.  F . . .  3Q2 

McKean,  W.  W . 241 

Mentioned .  235 

247,  268,  272,  288,  292,  294,  298,  306,  312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  328,  333,  334 
Spray,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  §52 

Mentioned .  257, 414, 494, 496-499, 521, 522, 549,  747,  813,  819, 820,  853 

Spunky,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  April  7,  1864 .  679 

Stag-,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  48,49  84 

Stanton,  Oscar  F. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  584 

Mentioned .  583)  g88;  845 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Tioga  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S. 

Pinola .  590 

Star,  Schooner.  Seizure  of,  February  8,  1862 . . 127-129 

Star  of  the  South,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 367 

Starr,  Colin  C.  Mentioned .  89 

Stars  and  Stripes,  U.  S.-  S. 

Boat  expeditions  from. 

In  Ocklockonee  River,  Florida .  482,  767 

In  St.  Marks  River,  Florida .  493-500, 549 

Captures  made  by .  396, 897, 461, 462,  628-630, 825 

Destruction  of  schooner  Caroline  Gertrude,  December  28,  1863  .  617 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned .  324, 326,  328, 334, 

343, 352,  361,  366,  378,  385, 400,  415,  431, 440, 459, 467,  473, 481,  502, 516, 
517,  519,  522-524,  532,  537, 542,  543,  554,  560,  567, 583, 585, 588,  592,  604, 

608,  619,  626,  641,  650,  653,  661, 667,  675,  682, 691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731, 

739,  743,  747,  752,  754,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779,  780,  782,  783,  786,  796, 

805,  807,  809,  810,  812-814,  816,  823,  825-827,  831,  833,  837,  845, 855,  859 

Movements  of . 322 

Operations  off  St.  Mark’s,  Fla .  365, 436, 523, 529 

Sherrill,  John,  appointed  to  command .  702,  708 

State  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  L.  Heyliger .  280 

State  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

French  minister  to  the  United  States .  116, 117 

Meade,  R.  W .  793 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  116, 117,  249, 250, 415, 426, 446, 478,  644,  763,  793 

Spain,  Charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States  to .  764 

Spanish  minister  to  the  United  States .  251 

Vera  Cruz,  U.  S.  consul  at .  38 

Secretary  of.  Mentioned .  22, 

25, 38,  63, 96, 115, 116, 118,  210,  277, 368, 435, 526,  763,  860 

Statesman,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  June  6,  1863  .  464 

Mentioned .  473,474 
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Stearns,  David.  Page. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  schooner  Beauregard .  193 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  192 

Mentioned . - .  212,  236,  268,  288,  290 

Report  of  capture  of  British  schooner  Lucy,  June  20,  1 862 . . .  267 

Steece,  Tecumseh.  Mentioned . .  46,739,742 

Steele,  Frederick.  Mentioned . - . . .  820 

Steele,  M.  H.  Mentioned . 701 

Steinhatchee  River,  Florida.  Captures  made  in . - .  481,482 

Steins,  Gus  A.  Mentioned .  194 

Stell,  Colonel—  See  Colonel  Stell,  Steamer. 

Stellwagen,  Henry  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Abbot,  Trevett .  194 

Gover,  F.  J . 227 

McKean,  William  W .  35, 195,  212 

Ribourt,  A . - .  96 

Mentioned .  33, 41,  77,  78, 90, 149, 199, 232,  268, 288, 293, 297,  306,  312,  315 

Reports  of. 

Apalachicola,  Fla. 

Occupation  of,  by  U.  S.  Naval  forces,  April  3, 1862 .  201-204 

Reconnoissance  of,  March  24,  1862 .  193 

Bermuda,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  April  27,  1862 .  220 

Isla  de  Cuba,  Spanish  steamer.  Boarding  of,  May  1,  1862 .  226 

Julia,  Schooner.  Burning  of,  January  24, 1862 .  76 

Lavosier,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Permission  granted,  to  proceed  to  Head  of 

Passes .  96 

Magnolia,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  February  19,  1862 . .  143,144 

Victoria  and  Ida,  Schooners.  Capture  of,  July  12,  1862  .  289 

Stephens,  Allen  A.  Mentioned . . . - .  664 

Stephens,  Augustus  Y.  Mentioned .  424 

Stephenson,  George  B.  Mentioned . 67-69,216 

Sterrett,  John  H.  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter .  167 

Stettin,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  214, 237 

Stevens,  Master.  Mentioned . . . . 53, 125 

Stevens,  Augustus.  Mentioned . - . — . .  663 

Stevens,  Holcolm.  Mentioned . 647 

Stevens,  Joseph. 

Mentioned . - . . . . . . .  406,408,482 

Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  attack  upon  Bayport,  Fla .  410 

Stevens,  Thomas  H.  Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey . . .  461 

Steward,  G.  C.  Mentioned .  639 

Stewart,  George.  Mentioned . . .  701 

Stickney,  John  E.  Mentioned .  394 

Stillman,  Charles.  Mentioned . 192 

Stites,  Townsend.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  543 

Stockard,  Rrrpert  &  Co.  Mentioned .  557 

Stodder,  Louis  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  578,  733 

Gale,  William . 577 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  490 


Mentioned.  553,  555,  560,  567, 583, 588, 592, 603, 619, 626, 641, 652, 660, 667,  675, 681, 
691,  704,  713,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  751,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779 
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Stodder,  Louis  N. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Adela,  TJ.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  523 

Badger,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  6,  1864 .  778 

Hillsboro  River,  Florida.  Destruction  of  steamer  Scottish  Chief  and 

sloop  Kate  Dale  in,  October  16-17,  1863 .  576 

Stone,  David.  Mentioned .  828 

Stone,  Henry  O.  Mentioned .  78 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram. 

Movements  of .  808,  821, 836,  841 , 844,  845 

Surrender  of,  to  Spanish  authorities  at  Havana,  Cuba,  May  19,  1865  .  845- 

851,  853 

Stonewall,*  Schooner.  Capture  of . _ .  375 

Stonewall,  TJ.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by . _ .  673,674 

Mentioned.  378,  385, 400, 415, 430,  431,  440, .460, 473,480, 481, 491,  503, 524, 532, 554, 
555,  560,  568,  583,  588,  593,  604,  620,  627,  642,  653,  661,  665,  668,  675,  682, 
691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  731,  734,  735,  739,  741,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763,  766, 
772,  777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805,  809,  810,  823,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845,  852 

Orders  for  movements .  693 

Stonewall  Jackson,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  233 

Stow,  George.  Mentioned .  81 

Stowell,  Lord.  Cited . 506 

Strandberg,  F.  A.  Mentioned .  571,575,576,778 

Stribling,  Cornelius  K. 

Appointed  to  command  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  757 

Appointment  as  commander  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  confirmed 

by  U.  S.  Senate .  785 

Assumes  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  764 

Correspondence  with 

Baxter,  I.  B .  784 

Brown,  J.  Nibbs .  790 

Carter,  H.  B .  801 

Cuba,  Captain-general  of .  847,  848,  850 

Gibson,  William .  818 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general .  846 

Meade,  R.  W .  787 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  TJ.  S.  consul  at . .  835,839 

Navy  Department,  TJ.  S .  763,  765, 

767,  768,  778,  786,  796,  808,  821,  824,  827,  829,  835,  836,  845,  849,  851, 854 

Rockwell,  C.  H . . 807 

Sanford,  J.  P .  765 

Sberrill,  John .  767 

Simpson,  E .  772 

Smith,  R.  B .  776 

Wells,  C.  H .  770 

Wells,  J.  C .  780,  797 

Mentioned . . .  769,  792,  793,  806 

Relieved  of  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.. .  858,  860-862 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  TJ.  S.  schooner.  Loss  of .  800,  807 

Apalachicola  Bay,  Florida.  Threatened  attack  upon  blockading  ves¬ 
sels  in .  783, 825 

Apalachicola  River,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  January  16-29,  1865...  797 


♦Afterwards  U.  S.  schooner  Stonewall. 
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Stribling,  Cornelius  K. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Augusta  and  Fannie  McRae,  Schooners.  Capture  of,  January  17  and 

23,  1865 .  802 

Belligerent  rights.  Withdrawal  of,  from  Confederate  States.. .  860 

Comus,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  31,  1865 .  830 

Delia,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  17,  1865 .  810 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Conditions  and  needs  of .  822 

Disposition  of  vessels .  766, 

772,  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830,  832,  836,  844,  856 

Inspection  of  vessels .  831,  832 

Reduction  of  force .  851, 852,  854-859 

Fort  Henry,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of . . .  831,  843 

Inagua,  Bahama  Islands.  United  States  vessels  at .  838 

Isonomia,  U.  S.  S.  Cruises  of,  in  vicinity  of  Nassau  and  the  Bahama 

Banks .  801 

James  L.  Davis,  TJ.  S.  schooner.  Condition  of . . .  834 

J ohn  Hale,  schooner.  Capture  of,  February  3,  1865 .  809 

Key  West,  Fla.  Arrival  of  IJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  at .  781 

Ocklockonee  River,  Florida.  Destruction  of  fishery  in .  767 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Key  West,  Fla .  837 

President,  C.  S.  Measures  for  capture  of .  838,  841 

Pursuit,  U.  S.  bark.  Condition  of .  836 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on .  769, 811 

St.  Joseph’s  Bayou,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  March  30, 

1865 .  833 


St.  Marks,  Fla.  Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of,  February  23  to  March 

7>  1865 . 812-815 

Salvadora  and  Ruby,  Vessels.  Capture  of,  February  25  and  27, 1865. .  823 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  January  1,  1865 .  788-790 

Somerset,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of . .  843 

Sort  and  Peep  o’  Day,  Vessels.  Capture  of,  December  4  and  10, 1864. .  783 

Spray,  Steamer.  Surrender  of,  at  Tallahassee,  Fla .  852 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram.  Movements  and  surrender  of .  821,  844-851 

Tallahassee,  Fla.  Affairs  at . . .  842 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida.' 

Attempt  to  destroy  salt  works  on . .  775 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on . . .  780 

Torpedo  boat,  Confederate.  Loss  of .  853 

Requests  to  be  relieved  of  command  of  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. . .  854 

Strickland,  William.  Mentioned .  "  818 

Strike.  See  Florida,  Confederate  steamer. 

Strong,  J ames  H.  Mentioned .  200  486 

Stuart,  James.  Mentioned .  48g 

Studley,  Ira  B.  Mentioned .  268,  288, 293, 297,  306,  312,  315,  320 

Stumminger,  William.  Mentioned .  750 

Success,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  213 

SufFren,  II.  I.  M.  S.  Attempt  of  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto  to  determine  character  of.  418-420 

Sullivan,  Timothy.  Mentioned .  372 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  239 

Sunflower,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  458, 467,  543,  564,  615, 673,  695,  781 

Chase  of  U.  S.  S.  Union  by .  487 
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Sunflower,  TJ.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page 

Destruction  of  salt  works. 

On  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida,  March  30, 1865 .  833 

On  Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  June  2,  1864 .  714 

Mentioned .  450, 459, 473, 474, 502,  512, 524, 526, 532,  554, 

560, 567, 583, 588, 592,  604,  619,  626,  627,  641,  642,  653, 661,  667,  668,673- 
675,  682,  691,  704,  722,  726,  731,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755,  761,  762,  766,  772, 

777,  779,  782,  784,  786,.  796, 800,  805,  810,  823,  826,  831,  837,  845,  852,  855 

Movements  of .  449,513 

Occupation  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  May  4-7, 1864 .  693-695 

Orders  for  movements .  605 

Williams,  J.  S.,  ordered  to  relieve  Edward  Van  Sice  of  command .  740 

Supply,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  3,22,41,55 

Supply  vessels,  U.  S.  „ 

Captures  made  by .  703,  712 

Orders  for  movements .  465, 467, 476, 481, 692 

Surprise,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  13,  1863 . . .  384 

Susan,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  11, 1864 .  623-625 

Susanna.  See  Mail,  Steamer. 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Lardner,  James  L.  Believed  of  command  of .  242 

Mentioned .  266 

Suwanee  River,  Florida. 

Blockade  of.  Orders  and  instructions,  T.  Bailey .  602, 616 

Burning  of  steamer  and  capture  of  cotton  in,  February  24,  1864.  Report 

of  R.  B.  Smith .  654 

Capture  of  cotton  in. 

February  26,  1864.  Reports  of 

Hooper,  Quincy .  657 

Rankin,  W.  B .  658 

April  21,  1864.  Reports  of 

Carven,  Christopher .  686 

Fleming,  Charles  E .  685 

June  7,  1864.  Reports  of 

Chester,  L.  R .  718 

Fleming,  Charles  E .  717 

Captures  made  in  vicinity  of .  377, 608,  616,  625,  802,  828 

Destruction  of  steamer  Powerful  and  capture  of  schooner  Edward  off. 
December  20  and  24,  1863.  Reports  of 

Ashbury,  George .  608 

Bailey,  T . . .  607,  609 

Proposed  expedition  to.  Order  of  T.  Bailey .  671 

Removal  of  cotton  from. 

Order  of  T.  Bailey . - .  725 

Report  of  Thomas  Chatfield .  732 

Search  for  blockade  runners  in.  See  Bayport,  Fla.  Expedition  to,  etc., 

April  2-9,  1863. 

Swallow,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  20,  1864 .  669 

Swan,  Master.  Mentioned . . .  214 

Swan,  Confederate  steamer. 

Capture  of,  May  24,  1862  .  244, 245 

Mentioned .  327,352,701,866 

Swartwout,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with 

Dungan,  J.  S.,  et  al. .  104 

McKean,  W.  W . - .  102,104 
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Swartwout,  Samuel — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  11, 99, 100, 109, 110, 113, 114 

Reports  of. 

Labuan,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  February  1,  1862 .  101, 105 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  ship.  Movements  of .  36 

Sweet,  Charles.  Mentioned .  386,  387 

Sweeting,  Frederick.  Mentioned . 360 

Sweeting,  John  M.  Mentioned . 790 

Taber,  Charles  E.  Mentioned . . .  803  828 

Tacony,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  640 

Tage,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  221  248 

Tahoma,  U.  S.  S. 

Boat  expeditions  from. 

In  Hillsboro  River,  Florida.  See  Hillsboro  River,  Florida. 

In  St.  Mark’s  River,  Florida,  June  15,  1862 .  264 

Near  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  17-19  and  26-27,  1864 .  648-652 

To  Fernandina  Railroad,  October  6,  1862 .  316-319 

Captures  made  by .  287,  351,  362,  375, 439, 464, 477, 491, 564 

Cruise  in  Gulf  of  Mexico .  037 

Mentioned .  -q 

71,  183,  186-188,  221,  236-238, 252, 253, 261,  268,  288,  29^  297’  306,  312,’ 
315,  320,  324,  326,  328,  334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  385,  395,  397,  400, 415, 
431, 440, 459, 467, 473, 474, 481,  502, 524,  526,  527,  530-532,  535,  536,  539, 
554, 560, 568, 570-574, 576-579,  583, 584,  586,  588,  592,  604,  615,  619,  620, 
626,  641,  653,  661,  664,  667,  668,  675,  682,  691,  704,  706,  714,  722,  732,  746 

Movements  of .  ’  ^ 

Operations. 

Off  Cedar  Keys,  Fla .  126, 134-137, 179-181, 222-226, 242-24-1 

Off  Tampa,  Fla .  ’  309  445 

Orders  for  movements .  90, 198,  24Q’  g29 

Senomes,  A.  A.,  ordered  to  relieve  J.  C.  Howell  of  command _  336 

Yellow  fever  on . 

Tainter,  Alice.  See  Alice  Fainter,  Barb. 

Tainter,  J.  M.  Mentioned . . . _ .  55 

Talbot,  Joseph  Napoleon.  Mentioned .  72y 

Talbot,  Martin.  Mentioned . g4 

Tallahassee,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  ^g0 

Tallahassee,  Fla.  Affairs  at.  Report  of  C.  K.  Striblm’g  ” !  ”  . .  g49 

Tallapoosa,  U.  S.  S. 

“°fd . 790>  792>  7",  805,  810,  823,  826,  829,  831,  833,  837,  845,  847,  856,  859 

Orders  for  movements .  7„_ 

Tampa,  Fla. 

Blockade  of.  See  Hillsboro  River,  Florida. 

Captures  made  off .  66-69,  g4,  4g4  g  6g5 

JNaval  demonstration  at,  April  13,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Eaton,  William  B .  91fi 

Thomas,  R.  B .  2ig 

Reports  of  William  B.  Eaton . . ^15  916 

Occupation  of,  May  4-7, 1864. 

Communication  from  D.  P.  Woodbury . ,.Q, 

Orders  of  T.  Bailey . ’ .  .  693 

Report  of  Edward  Van  Sice . 694 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  of  T.  Bailev . 

. 605 


INDEX. 


985 


Tampa,  Fla.— Continued. 

PflOfG. 

Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Reports  of 

Eaton,  William  B .  84 

Greene,  Theo.  P .  744 

See  also  Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

Attack  upon  Union  refugees  in.  Report  of  J.  C.  Howell .  309 

Attempt  to  destroy  salt  works  on.  Reports  of 
Smith,  R.  B . 

Stribling,  C.  K .  775 

Blockade  of.  Order  of  T.  Bailey .  335 

Captures  made  in .  351, 415, 439 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on.  Reports  of 

Stribling,  C.  K .  7gg 

Van  Sice,  Edward .  774 

Engagement  with  Confederates  on  Gadsden’s  Point,  March  27,  1863. 

Casualties .  393 

Reports  of 

Bailey,  T .  397 

Randall,  William  P .  393 

Wheeler,  Horace  K .  393 

Tampa  Bay  and  Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.  Proposed  operations  between. 

Communication  from  T.  Bailey .  593 

Tampico,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  856,857 

Tassara,  Gabriel  Garcia  y.  See  Spanish  minister  to  the  United  States. 

Tate,  Mr.  Mentioned .  793  799 

Tatham,  Edward.  Mentioned .  113 

Taylor,  Anna.  See  Anna  Taylor,  Schooner. 

Taylor,  George  (Lieutenant).  Mentioned .  777,  779,  782,  786,  796,  805,  810,  823 

Taylor,  George  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  700 

Taylor,  George  C.  Mentioned . 208 

Taylor,  Henry  R.  Mentioned .  194 

Taylor,  James.  Mentioned .  700 

Taylor,  Richard.  Mentioned .  847 

Teaser,  C.  S.  Cutter.  Mentioned .  557 

Telegraph,  British  bark.  Assistance  rendered  by  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridge _  320 

Temple,  William  G. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto . . .  680 

Mentioned .  585,670 

Teneriffe,  Canary  Islands,  TJ.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  836 

Tennant,  John. 

Mentioned . . .  274, 279 

Statement  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Adela .  278 

Tennessee,  C.  S.  ironclad.  Mentioned .  784 

Tennessee,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  91, 139, 143, 159, 189 

Tennessee,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  550-552 

Mentioned .  515,553 

Teran,  General.  Mentioned .  157 

Teresa,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  16,  1863 .  415 

Teresita,  Spanish  bark.  Capture  of,  January  30,  1862 .  93-95, 118 

Terisita,  Spanish  bark.  Mentioned . 249 

Terrapin,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  10,  1864 .  729 
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Terry,  Napoleon.  Mentioned . - .  697,699 

Texas. 

Blockade  of  coast  of.  Order  of  W.  W.  McKean . .  102 

Cruise  off  coast  of. 

Order  of  Henry  Eagle .  127 

Report  of  James  Trathen .  6 

Defense  of  coast  of.  Report  of  W.  W.  Hunter .  154 

See  also  Galveston,  Tex.;  Matagorda  Bay;  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.;  San  Jacinto 
River;  Trinity  River;  Velasco,  Tex. 

Texas,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  159 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st,  Company  D,  171. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  26th,  (Companies)  D,  173;  F,  173,  174. 

Thacher,  Oliver. 

Mentioned.  763,  766,  772,  777,  779,  782,  786, 796, 805,  810, 823,  826,  831,  833,  837,  845 
Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Sort,  December  10,  1864  .  784 

Thatcher,  Henry  K. 

Appointed  to  command  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  858,  860-862 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  835 

Theodora,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  53, 125, 215, 239, 241 

Thibadoux,  Clodvines.  Mentioned .  89 

Thigpin,  Clinton.  Mentioned .  120,599 

Thigpin,  Henry.  Mentioned . . .  120 

Thomas,  James.  Mentioned .  869 

Thomas,  B,.  B.  Correspondence  with  William  B.  Eaton .  216 

Thomas  P.  Holcombe,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  217 

Thompson,  Master.  Mentioned .  123 

Thompson,  Douglas.  Mentioned .  576 

Thompson,*  J.  A.  Mentioned .  571, 573,  575 

Thompson,  James  Henry.  Mentioned .  363,364,487,488,528,613 

Thompson,  John.  Mentioned .  384 

Thompson,  W.  C.  See  Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at. 

Thompson,  William.  Mentioned .  291 

Thomsen,  James  A.  Mentioned .  191 

Thomson,  Edward  R.  Finding,  court-martial  of  R.  W.  Meade .  794 

Thomson,  L.  Mentioned .  700 

Thorpe,  T.  B.  Mentioned .  557, 558 

Three  Brothers,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  11,  1864  .  680, 681 

Thrift,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned .  828,843 

Tierney,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  604, 619, 626, 695 

Tift,  N.  &  A.  F.  Mentioned .  163 

Time,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  862 

Times,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  432 

Tioga,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  564, 620, 669, 670 

McCauley,  E.  Y.,  ordered  to  relieve  O.  F.  Stanton  of  command .  590 

Mentioned .  310, 568, 583, 588-590, 592, 604, 619, 621, 

626,  641,  653,  661, 667, 675,  680,  682, 690,  691,  704,  714,  722,  737,  746,  762 

Orders  for  movements .  556, 563, 584, 679 

Yellow  fever  on .  723 

Titcomb,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  185 

Titus,  Master.  Mentioned . 372 


♦Probably  the  same  as  Thompson,  James  Henry. 
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Toombs,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  472 

Toothaker,  Samuel  G.  Mentioned . . . . . .  684 

Topliff,  James  C.  Mentioned . .  29 

Torpedo  boat,  Confederate.  Loss  of . . . .  _  853 

Tortesi,  Master.  Mentioned . 213 

Tortugas,  Protection  of.  Report  of  T.  Bailey .  530 

Tortugas,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Search  for .  491 

Tourtellotte,  J.  F.  Mentioned . . . .  482 

Townsend,  J.  H.  Mentioned . 161 

Tracy,  Edward  B.  Mentioned .  821 

Trapier,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  George  F.  Emmons .  49 

Report  of  attack  upon  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.,  January  16,  1862 . .  50,  51 

Trask,  Brainerd.  Mentioned .  762 

Trathen,  James. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  Eagle . .  36 

Mentioned . . .  . .  43, 83 

Reports  of. 

Pass  Cavallo  and  Velasco,  Tex.  Bombardment  of  batteries  at, 

January  11  and  18,  1862  .  79 

Texas.  Cruise  off  coast  of .  6 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  417 

Mentioned .  314,437,438 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  McKean .  82 

Mentioned .  314 

Trier,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  28, 1862 .  324 

Trinity  River,  Texas.  Defense  of. 

Communications  from  W.  W.  Hunter . . . . . .  153 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Hebert,  P.  0 .  155 

Hunter,  W.  W .  154 

Report  of  W.  W.  Hunter .  157 

Truxtun,  William  T.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  640 

Tuck,  Edward.  Mentioned .  95 

Tuck,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned . ; .  72-74 

Tucker,  W.  G.  Mentioned .  700 

Turnbull,  James  S.  Mentioned .  126,136 

Turner,  Charles  P.  Mentioned . 617 

Turner,  Eleazer  S. 

Mentioned . .. .  307, 

312,  315,  321,  325,  326,  329,  334,  343,  353,  361,  366,  378,  385,  400,  415 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Annie  B,  April  17,  1863  .  416 

Two  Brothers,  British  sloop. 

Capture  of,  February  15,  1864. .  655 

Mentioned .  662 

Two  Sisters,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by .  362, 411, 568-570, 591, 592, 625 

Chatfield,  Thomas,  appointed  to  command .  616 

Expeditions  to 

Bayport,  Fla .  560, 561 

Suwanee  River,  Florida .  732 
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Two  Sisters,  U.  S.  schooner — Continued.  Page. 

Joint  operations  in  vicinity  of  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  February  23  to  March  7, 

1865.  See  St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Mentioned . . .  333,352,366,378, 

385, 400,  403,  415,  431,  440,  460,  467,  473,  480,  481,  486,  502,  524,  532,  540, 

541,  554,  583, 588, 593,  604,  617,  620,  627,  642,  653,  661,  665,  668,  675, 683, 

691,  704,  709,  710,  714,  722,  726,  731,  739,  744,  748,  752,  755,  763,  766,  772, 

777,  780,  783,  786,  797,  805,  810,  812,  816,  823,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845, 852 


Movements  of .  585 

Orders  for  movements .  360,  682,  693,  725 

Tyler, - .  Mentioned . _ . 159,164 

Ullmann,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  422 

Ulmer,  Arthur.  Mentioned . 576 

Uncle  Mose,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  7,  1862 .  287 

Union,  Spanish  steamer.  Capture  of,  May  19,  1863 . . .  443,445,450 

Union,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  304 

Union,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  602 

Union,  U.  S.  tug.  Condition  of .  504 

Union,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  703,  711,  712 

Chase  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Sunflower .  487 

Mentioned .  354,  355, 531,  547, 562,  563,  655,  656,  662,  773,  853 

Movements  of .  466 

Orders  for  movements .  474, 481 

Union  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Colored.)  Infantry— Regiments:  2d,  816,  820, 

821;  82d,  856;  99th,  820,821. 

Unknown,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  October  24, 1864 .  771 

Upton.  Cited .  144, 241, 506 

Upton,  Master.  Mentioned .  214 

Upton,  Francis  H.  Mentioned . 442 

Usher,  Julia.  See  Julia  Usher,  Schooner. 

Valentine,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  562 

Vallez, - .  Mentioned .  479 

Van  Boskirk,  James. 

Mentioned .  337 

Report  of  destruction  of  salt  works  on  St.  Joseph’s  Bay,  Florida,  April  18, 

!864 .  684 

Vanclain,  James  L.  Mentioned .  650 

Vanderbilt,  C.  See  C.  Vanderbilt,  Steamer. 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  356,402 

Van  Nest,  John  F. 

Death  of,  August  18,  1864 . 749 

Mentioned . ( .  743 

Van  Sice,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  449,  605 

Carter,  H.  B .  673 

Mentioned .  459,  473,  502, 524,  532, 554,  560,  567, 583,  588, 592, 

604,  619,  626,  641,  653,  661,  667,  674,  675,  682,  691,  704,  722,  726,  731,  739 

Relieved  of  command  of  IT.  S.  S.  Sunflower .  740 

Reports  of. 

Blockade  runner.  Chase  of .  513 

Echo,  Schooner.  Capture  of . 453 

General  Wroth,  Confederate  schooner.  Capture  of,  August  27,  1863.  543 
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Van  Sice,  Edward — Continued.  Page 

Reports  of. 

Hancock,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  December  24,  1863 . .  615 

J osephine,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  March  24,  1864  .  673 

Key  West,  Fla.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Sunflower  at .  449 

Neptune,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  6,  1864  . , . .  695 

Pushmataha,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  June  13,  1863 .  467 

Tampa  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on  June  2,  1864 _  714 

Tampa,  Fla.  Occupation  of,  May  4-7,  1864 .  .  694 

Union,  U.  S.  S.  Chase  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Sunflower .  487 

Van  Slyck,  Edgar. 

Mentioned . 562 

Reports  of. 

Chattahoochee  River.  Expedition  in,  May  19-22,  1863 .  443 

Fashion,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  May  24,  1863  .  447 

Van  York,  Edxnd.  Mentioned .  287 

Vapor,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 655 

Varuna,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned...!. .  233 

Vasconi,  Louis.  Mentioned .  407,408 

Vassar,  Matthew.  See  Matthew  Vassar,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Vaughan,  Henry  L.  Mentioned .  698,700-702,874 

Velasco,  Tex. 

Bombardment  of  battery  at. 

Orders  of  Henry  Eagle .  36, 37 

Report  of  James  Trathen .  79 

Defense  of.  Communication  from  C.  G.  Forshey .  158 

Velocity,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 328 

Vera  Cruz,  Mexico.  Protection  of  American  interests  at . .  39 

Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  39 

Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  TJ.  S.  Consul  at.  Correspondence  with  State  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S . 38 

Viale,  H.  Mentioned . 89 

Vickers,  Master.  Mentioned . 213 

Vickery,  Lebbeus  S.  Mentioned . 74 

Vicksburg,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  645 

Victoria,*  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  12,  1862 .  289,  290 

Victoria,  Steamer. 

Escape  of,  into  Barataria  Bay,  February  12,  1862 .  125, 126 

Mentioned .  213 

View,  A.  J.  See  A.  J.  View,  Schooner. 

Vinalet,  Romno  Martz. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  McKean .  246 

Mentioned . . . ^ .  247 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  76-79 

Mentioned .  26,35,71,73,91,119 

Vincent,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 121 

Virginia,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  405 

Virginia,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  864 

Vivian,  Alice.  See  Alice  Vivian,  Steamer. 

Vixen,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer.  Movements  of .  365 

Volante,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  5,  1863  .  586 


*  Formerly  Louisa. 
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Voorhees,  L.  D.  D. 


Page. 


Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  554 

Mentioned . _ .  524,  531, 560, 

567,  583,  588,  592,  604,  619,  626,  641,  652,  660,  667,  675,  681,  691,  704,  713, 
722,  726,  731,  739,  762,  766,  786,  796,  805,  809,  823,  826,  830, 833,  837,  844 

Report  of  capture  of  British  bark  George  Douth waite,  May  8,  1865 .  842 

W.  H.  Howard,*  Schooner.  Mentioned . _ .  290 

W.  H.  Smith,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  512 

W.  H.  Webb,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . . . . 35,91,159 

W.  It.  King1, f  Schooner.  Mentioned . . .  130 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  302 

Waccasassa  Bay,  Florida.  Captures  made  in.. .  445,460 

Waccasassa  River,  Florida. 

Capture  of  cotton  in.  Reports  of 

McCauley,  E.  Y . . . , .  512 

Nickerson,  L . . .  720  724 

Engagement  in,  July  20,  1863.  Report  of  E.  Y.  McCauley .  ’  512 

Wachusett,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  310 

Wade,  Henry  C.  Mentioned . . .  337  345  854 

Wales,  Philip  S. 

Mentioned . 7g 

Report  of  death  of  Samuel  Marcy .  79 

Walker,  Master.  Mentioned . . . ___  214 

Walker,  Edward.  Mentioned .  015 

Walker,  James. 

Correspondence  with  British  minister  to  the  United  States .  282 

Mentioned . . .  273 

Walker,  William  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Baile^>  T .  425, 546 

Bradford,  Robert  F . _ .  419 

Ivey  W est,  Fla. ,  J udge  U.  S.  district  court . . . .  424 

McKean,  W.  W* . . .  49g 

Martine,  W.  L . 88, 420 

Mentioned .  25, 125, 187,  366, 378,  3S5, 400, 

414,  431,  439,  444,  450,459,  472,  502,  505,  506,  511,  524,  531,  553, 560, 567 

Relieved  of  command  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto .  500 

Reports  of. 

Adelie  and  Bright,  Schooners.  Capture  of,  April  24,  1863  . .  421 

Alice  Vivian,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  August  16,  1863 .  532  533 

Barataria  Bay,  Louisiana.  Escape  of  steamer  Victoria  into,  February 

12,1862 . .  126 

Clarita,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  26,  1863 . "423  424 

Cuba,  Confederate  steamer.  Burning  of,  Mav  17, 1863 .  ’  449 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  S. 

Collision  of,  with  H.  I.  M.  S.  Milan .  23 

Prisoners  on,  captured  in  prizes .  454 

General  Prim  and  Rapid,  Schooners.  Capture  of,  April  24,  1863  _  422 

James  Battle  and  William  Bagley,  Steamers.  Capture  of,  July  17  and 

T  18, 1863.  -  -  -  - .  504,507-510 

Lady  Maria,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  July  6,  1863 .  499 

Leviathan,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  September  22,  1863 .  556-559 

Major  Barbour,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  28,  1862 . 33  89 

Matanzas,  Steamer.  Convoy  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto .  422 


*  Also  mentioned  as  Ida. 


f  Also  known  as  the  Isabel. 
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Walker,  William  M. — Continued.  -  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Mississippian,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  19,  1863. .  446 

Montgomery,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  September  13,  1863  .  552 

Nita,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  August  17,  1863 .  534,538 

Sea  Bird,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  13,  1863  .  438 

Star,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  8,  1862 .  128 

Suffren,  H.  I.  M.  S.  Attempt  to  determine  character  of .  418 

Wallace,  Alexander.  Mentioned . .  772,776 

Wallace,  William.  Mentioned .  394 

Walsh,  Joseph  C.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  199 

W alton,  Edmund  W.  Commendatory  letter  of  T.  Bailey  regarding .  549, 550 

Wanderer,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Barclay,  J.  0. 

Appointed  to  command . 430 

Relieved  of  command. .  544 

Captures  made  by .  395,416,564 

Clark,  Samuel  B.,  ordered  to  relieve  C.  T.  Somes  of  command .  714 

Mentioned  . .  56,  71, 188,  219, 221,  234, 235,  238,  244,  247, 252, 253, 261, 268, 286,  288, 
294,  298,  306,  307, 312,  315,  321,  325,  326,  329,  334,  337, 343,  350, 352,  353, 
361,  366,  378,  385,  400,  415,  429,  431,  440,  453,  456,  459, 473, 481, 502, 524, 

532,  554,  560,  568,  583,  588,  592,  604,  619,  626,  641,  653,  661,  667,  675, 682, 

691,  704,  722,  726,  731,  738,  739,  743,  747,  752,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777,  779, 

780,  782,  783,  786,  796,  797,  805,  810,  823,  826,  827,  831,  833,  837,  845,855 

Movements  of . . .  292 

Orders  for  movements . 463 

Ward,  Edward.  Mentioned .  122 

Ward,  George  W.  Mentioned .  89 

War  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton . 169 

Lovell,  M .  75, 151, 155, 159, 160, 164 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  16,151 

Secretary  of.  Mentioned .  160, 853, 867 

War  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  364 

Secretary  of.  Mentioned . .  314,  357,  437, 438, 479,  705,  732 

Ware,  JamesT.  Mentioned . 152 

Warley,  Ella.  See  Ella  Warley,  Steamer. 

Warner,  James  H.  Mentioned . 872 

Warren,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 512 

Warren,  Oliver  B. 

Mentioned . - .  141 

Report  of  boarding  of  British  bark  Southport,  April  7,  1862 .  211 

Warrior,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  531 

Warrior  River,  Florida.  Captures  made  off .  804,  842 

Wartappo,  Barge.  Mentioned . 706 

Washington,  H.  W.  M.  Mentioned .  872 

Washington,  Hamilton.  For  correspondence,  see  Magruder,  J.  B. 

Washington,  Thornton  A.  Correspondence  with  J.  H.  Trapier .  50,51 

Waters,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 692 

Water  Witch,  IT.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  183, 184 

Mentioned .  4, 40, 42, 56,  71, 119, 149, 187-190 

Movements  of.  r » . 200 
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Water  Witch,  U.  S.  S.— Continued.  Page. 

Operations. 

In  Mississippi  Sound .  34 

Off  Mobile,  Ala . 14-16 

Watkeys,  Edward  H.  Mentioned . 726,729,730 

Watson,  George  Thomas.  Mentioned .  750 

Watson,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with. 

Key  West,  Fla.'  U.  S.  district  attorney  at .  283-285 

Key  West,  Fla.  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court . _ .  280,  281 

Lardner,  J.  L . .  275, 276 

Mentioned . 279 

Watson,  William  A.  Mentioned .  305 

Waugh,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  186,472 

Wave,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned . . .  120 

Wave,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  1,  1862  .  100, 101, 104, 106, 107 

Way  Key,  Florida.  Operations  at.  See  Cedar  Keys,  Fla. 

Webb,  W.  H.  See  W.  H.  Webb,  Steamer. 

Webb,  William  A.  Mentioned .  871 

Weeks,  Edmund  C. 

Assigned  to  duty  with  U.  S.  Army  forces .  732 

Mentioned . .  648-651,  816,  817 

Welch,  George  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Higginbotham,  George  B .  39^ 

Hoffner,  R.  J . . .  391,392 

Mentioned .  11, 294, 298,  307,  312,  315,  321, 325, 

326, 328, 334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  385,  400, 414, 431, 439, 452-456, 459 
Reports  of. 

Isle  Demi  ere,  Louisiana.  Operations  in  vicinity  of .  28 

Kittatinny,  IT.  S.  schooner.  Exchange  of  shots  with  U.  S.  S.  Hunts¬ 
ville  .  44 

Ocklockonee  River,  Florida.  Expedition  to,  for  purpose  of  cutting 

out  schooner  Onward,  March  20-23,  1863 .  391 

Welch,  R.  W.  See  Key  West,  Fla.,  British  vice-consul  at;  also  Key  West,  Fla., 

U.  S.  prize  commissioner. 

Welcome,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  516  527 

Welles,  Charles.  Mentioned . . .  255  651 

Welles,  Gideon.  See.  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Wellington, - .  Mentioned .  800 

Wells,  Clark  H. 

Correspondence  with  C.  K.  Stribling .  779 

Mentioned . .’.”766,772 


Wells,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  753 


Reports  of. 

Apalachicola  River,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  January  16-29,  1865...  797 

St.  Andrew’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on,  November 

30,1864  .  780 

Welsh,  David.  Mentioned .  73 

Wendt,  Jacob  F.  F.  Mentioned .  206,208 
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Werden,  Reed.  Page. 

Appointed  fleet  captain,  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  785 

Mentioned . . . . .  486,  845-848 

"Wesley,  John.  S ee  John  Wesley,  Sloop. 

West,  Henry.  Mentioned .  545-547 

West,  John.  Mentioned .  306,  312,  315,  321,  325,  326,  328,  334,  352 

West,  William  C.  Mentioned .  319 

West  Bay,  Texas.  Reconn oissance  in.  Report  of  John  A.  Rogers .  45 

Westcott,  John.  Mentioned .  571,573,576 

Western  Metropolis,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Capture  of  British  steamer 

Rosita  by,  January  28,  1864 .  638,  639 

Western  rivers.  Plan  for  defense  of.  Orders  of  War  Department,  C.  S _  160 

West  Gulf  Blockading'  Squadron. 

Exchange  of  vessels  with  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron .  179 

Farragut,  D.  G. 

Appointed  to  command . 56 

Assumes  command . . . . _ . . .  187 

Formation  and  limits  of . _ . . .  56 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in . . .  222,  556,  565 

West  India  Squadron.  Charles  Wilkes  appointed  to  command .  309,  310 

Weston,  Alfred. 

Appointed  to  command  IT.  S.  schooner  Fox .  513 

Mentioned . . .  132,  349,  350 

Report  of  cruise  of  U.  S.  schooner  Fox  between  Aucilla  and  Suwanee 

rivers,  Florida . 542 

Weston,  Lizzie.  See  Lizzie  Weston,  Schooner. 

Weston,  Robert.  Mentioned . 287 

Wetappo  River,  Florida.  Destruction  of  salt  works  on.  See  St.  Andrew’s 
Sound,  Florida.  Destruction  of  saltworks  on,  April  Sand  IS,  1864. 

Wetzel,  Jamesji  Mentioned . 818,819 

Wheeler,  Horace  K. 

Mentioned .  399 

Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  engagement  at  Gadsden’s  Point,  Tampa 

Bay,  March  27,  1863 .  398 

Whitcomb,  T.  R.  Mentioned .  701 

White,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  615 

Whitehard,  Mr.  Mentioned . 798 

Whithurst,  J.  E.  Mentioned . .  85,  86, 133 

Whitehurst,  John.  Mentioned .  309 

Whitehurst,  Scott.  Mentioned .  309 

Whiteside,  James  E.  Mentioned .  68,94,310 

Whitman,  John  F.  Mentioned .  814-816,  818 

Whitmore,  Colonel  J.  See  Colonel  J.  Whitmore,  Steamer. 

Whitney,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  91, 196 

Whittaker,  - .  Mentioned .  674 

Whitworth,  Judge.  Mentioned .  573 

Wide  Awake.  See  Break  of  Day,  Schooner. 

Wiggin,  George.  Mentioned .  34, 550 

Wilcox,  John.  Mentioned .  350 

Wild,  Lewis  C.  Mentioned .  869 

Wilder,  Charles  B.  Mentioned .  194, 202 

Wilder,  J.  H.  Mentioned .  700 

Wilder,  J.  W.  See  J.  W.  Wilder,  British  schooner. 

N  W  R — VOL  17 - 63 
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Wild  Pigeon,  Schooner.  Sinking  of,  March  21,  1864 . . .  670 

Wilkes,  Charles. 

Appointed  to  command  West  India  Squadron  . . .  309,  310 

Mentioned .  330,461 

Wilkes,  Robert.  Mentioned . 386,387 

W illard,  J ohn.  Mentioned . . . . .  317 

Willcomb,  Charles  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T .  531, 549 

Hill,  L.  W._ .  462,499 

Mentioned .  324,  326,  328, 

334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  385,  400, 415,  431, 440, 459, 473, 494, 496,  502, 
520,  524,  532,  549,  554,  560,  567,  583, 588,  592,  604,  619  626,  630,  641,  653 

Reports  of. 

Caroline  Gertrude,  Schooner.  Destruction  of,  December  28, 1863 _  617 

Florida,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  June  3,  1863  .  461 

Laura,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  January  18,  1864 . . .  628 

Ocklockonee  River,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  June  28,  1863  .  482 

Pacifique,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  March  27,  1863 .  396 

St.  Marks,  Fla. 

Blockade  of .  365, 523,  529 

Capture  of  a  schooner  off,  May  5,  1863 .  436 

St.  Mark’s  River,  Florida.  Expedition  in,  July  12,  1863 .  498 

William,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  13,  1864  .  625 

William,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . .  172 

William  A.  Kain,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  January  22,  1864 .  634-637 

Menti0ned .  363,  631 

William  Bagley,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  July  17,  1863 . , .  504-512 

William  G.  Hawes,  Steamer.  Mentioned. .  213 

William  H.  Middleton,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  50 

William  H.  Young,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  120, 475,  774,  857,  868-870 

William  Heines,  Steamer.  Mentioned _ _ _ _ _  159 

William  Henry,  Sloop.  Mentioned .  53,125 

See  also  Margaret. 

William  Mallory,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  March  6, 1862 .  133  -^34 

Mentioned . . .  53,  125;  187>  190 

William  P.  Benson,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  121 

Williams,  Courtland  P.  Mentioned .  352 

743,  747,  751,  755,  823,  826,  830,  833,  837, 844 
Williams,  Plavius  J.  Mentioned .  743  749 

Williams,  James  M.  Mentioned .  332  836*844 

Williams,  James  S. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Sunflower .  749 

Mentioned . .  gg 

428, 554,  560, 561,  568,  580, 583, 588, 592,  604,  620,  627,  642,  653,  659  661* 
668,  675, 682, 691,  704,  714,  722,  726,  743,  747,  752,  755,  762,  766,  772,  777 

Reports  of. 

Alice,  Whaleboat.  Capture  of,  July  11,  1863  .  501 

Cuba.  Firing  upon  British  schooner  Dream,  off,  April  28,  1863 .  427 

Deadman’s  Bay,  Florida.  Destruction  of  schooner  in,  March  2, 1864.  664 

Martha  Jane,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  20,  1863.*. .  579 
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Williams,  James  S. — Continued. 

Reports  of. 

Mattie,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  April  13,  1863 . . .  413 

Meteor,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  October  30,  1863  .  581 

Paul,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  November  7,  1863  .  587 

Williams,  John.  See  John  Williams,  Schooner. 

Williams,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  4g0 

Williams,  Peter.  Mentioned . ggg 

Williamson,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  273 

Mentioned .  297,  306; 

312,  315,  320,  324,  326,  328,  334,  343,  352,  361,  366,  378,  385,  400,  414,  431 

Reports  of. 

Charlotte  Harbor,  Florida.  Operations  in . . . __  33g 

Hortense,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  February  18,  1863 . .  368 

Willits,  Stephen  E.  Mentioned _ _ _ _  594 

Wilson,  George  W.  Mentioned . . . . .  539 

Wilson,  James  H.  Mentioned .  g56  857 

Wilson,  John.  Mentioned . 433 

Wilson,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 347 

Windward,  Bark.  Mentioned . 213 

Wing,  Andrew  W.  Mentioned .  443  443 

Winn,  Joseph. 

Mentioned . . .  11, 99, 195, 237, 268, 288, 294, 298 

Order  issued  to  citizens  of  Apalachicola  by .  234, 235 

Reports  of. 

Cedar  Keys,  Fla.  Operations  at . .  183, 185 

Florida,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  10,  1862 .  186 

Kate  L.  Bruce,  Confederate  schooner.  Arming  of .  262 

Winona,  U,  S.  S. 

Blockade  of  Mississippi  River .  119 

Mentioned .  35, 39, 41,  71, 92, 129, 143 

Winslow,  Francis. 

Correspondence  with 

McKean,  W.  W . 146,189 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  269 

Death  of,  from  yellow  fever .  304 

Mentioned .  57,  58, 61,  70, 93, 130, 187, 251, 297, 304-306,  312, 315 

Reports  of. 

Grace  E.  Baker,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  March  29,  1862  .  200 

J.  W.  Wilder,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  January  20,  1862 .  59,  64 

Jane,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  May  3,  1862  .  228-230 

Winslow,  H.  C.  Mentioned .  579 

Winslow,  William  H.  Mentioned  . .  545-547 

Winters, - .  Mentioned . .  774 

Wisner,  Robert.  Mentioned .  653,  738 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3,5,21,24,71 

Withers,  Jones  M. 

Mentioned _ . . . .  17, 26 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  J.  W.  Wilder,  January  20,  1862  .  66 

Withlacoochee  River,  Florida.  Captures  made  off .  466,526 

Wold,  Lauritz. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  779 

Mentioned . 796 
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Wood,  Maria  A.  See  Maria  A.  Wood,  U.  S.  schooner.  Page. 

Woodbury,  Daniel  P. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey . -  - . . - . ^35,  593,  694 

Mentioned . . - .  502,  534,  605,  606,  620,  621,  630,  672,  683,  693,  732 

Woodhouse,  John.  Mentioned . . . .  191 

Woodhull,  Maxwell. 

Correspondence  with 

Key  West,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court . - .  53 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . . . .  393 

Mentioned . . - . - . — .  48,74,118 

Reports  of. 

Emma,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  January  17,  1862  .  52 

Western  Florida.  Affairs  in . 

Woods,  David  C.  Report  of  rescue  of  crew  of  sloop  Ann  Eliza,  May  14, 1864  .  704 

Woods,  John.  Mentioned . . . - .  706,707,719 

Woodward,  Edwin  T.  Mentioned  — - - - 

Work,  James.  Mentioned . . . . . .  656,659 

Worrall,  James.  Mentioned . 572-574 

Worth,  General.  See  General  Worth,  Confederate  schooner. 

Wright,  Master.  Mentioned .  249 

Wright,  Thomas.  Mentioned . . .  229 

Wright,  William  G.  Mentioned .  661,  667,  675,  682,  691,  704,  795 

Wurtemburg,  Ship.  Mentioned . 213 

Wyfe,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  49 

Wylie,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  3S6 

Yellow  Bluff,  Florida.  Capture  of  cotton  at .  756 

Yellow  fever.  Outbreak  of .  294, 

296,  304, 310,  313,  339, 340,  723,  737,  741,  744,  745,  746,  748,  761 

Yeomans,  John.  Mentioned .  391 

Young,  Edwin  S.  Mentioned. . . . . -  -  -  ^54 

Young,  Jonathan.  Mentioned . .  383 

Young,  William.  Mentioned . — .  864 

Young,  William  H.  See  William  H.  Young,  Steamer. 

Young  Racer,  British  sloop.  Mentioned . . . .  633 

Young  Rover,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of . .  319 

Mentioned .  239,  252,  261,  268,  288,  293,  297,  306,  312, 315,  320 

Yucca,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  837,  845, 853, 854,  856, 859 

Orders  for  movements . 827 

Yulee,  David  L.  Mentioned .  466,483,710,711,867 

Zantzinger, - .  Correspondence  with  C.  J.  McRae .  153 

Zeller,  Theodore. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S. . . . 760 

Mentioned _ _ — . - . .  538,652,738 

Services  of.  Report  of  T.  Bailey . - .  760 

Zerega,  Alfred  L.  B. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Bailey .  491 

Report  of  capture  of  sloop  Relampago,  July  14,  1863 .  501 

Zorro  Colorado,  Mexican  schooner.  Mentioned .  95 

Zulavsky,  Badislas  L.  Mentioned .  857 
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